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Work on one of the numerous late Iron Age and Roman sites found by local Fieldwork Groups in Leicestershire 
and Rutland.This example is from southeast Leicestershire with the high ground of Langton Caudle rising 

from the River Welland floodplain to be seen in the background.
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Preface

This book is largely made up of the papers presented to the 25th anniversary conference of the
Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Fieldwork Group held on 7th and 8th September 2001 at
the University of Leicester, which was well supported by the local archaeological community.The
papers attempt to synthesise the most recent knowledge of Leicestershire and Rutland’s
archaeology. It is some twenty years since the last attempt to do this in the publication of
‘Leicestershire Archaeology – The Present State of Knowledge’ (Liddle 1982). It is the
membership of the Fieldwork Group, along with the Museums’ Survey Team and Archaeological
Unit and, in more recent years, the University of Leicester Archaeological Services and other
contracting units, that have expanded our body of knowledge so dramatically in this time.

The editors would like to thank the contributors who have made time in busy schedules to
complete their papers (even if this has sometimes taken some time!).We would particularly like to
thank Richard Buckley and Nick Cooper and Peter Liddle who produced papers to fill gaps
caused by speakers at the conference who were unable to complete their contributions. It is
regrettable that completion of the volume has taken 21⁄2 years, but most papers have been updated
to reflect recent discoveries.
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