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Organ Concerto

Source.

W. Russell 1812 GB Ob Ms.Mus.c99 ff.75-100 Organ Concerto. Autograph

full score dated 7-18 March 1810,

This manuscript of the Organ Concerto was bound, in 1812, with other
works by Russell: a Funeral Anthem for Barthélémon (1808) and several
orchestral pieces. The full score is a complete, neat, original copy
containing Russell's typically detailed indications for phrasing and
dynamics. The dimensions of the paper are 24 x 29 cm; the binding

measures 265 x 31 cm.

Editorial method and performance practice.

The provision of a modern edition of full score and parts poses no
difficulties for the editor--this is partly why this task has not yet been
undertaken; it was felt that the numbers of organists who would be able to
mount a performance with orchestra would be severely restricted due to
costs (particularly in the present economic climate) and limited
opportunities. Consequently the decision was made to provide an
arrangement of the Concerto for organ solo--rather in the manner of the
eighteenth-century composers; this will make the work more accessible to
players and, therefore, to audiences also. Its versatility in this form
need not restrict its performance to concerts or organ recitals: the
second and third movements make particularly useful and interesting

voluntaries in Church services.



ii

In suggesting registrations for a three-manual organ, care has been
taken to preserve the composer's intentions regarding tonal variety, and
balance between organ and orchestra; it 1s noted on the score whether
passages were originally for the soloist, the orchestra alone, or tutti.
When a three-manual (or larger) instrument is not available the
performance can be suitably adapted to an organ with two manuals by
playing the Choir sections on the Swell or secondary manual. Pedals are

essential.

The solo part remains close to the original, although sometimes it is
accompanied by the pedals or by chords which were in the orchestral parts.
The orchestral writing has been contracted only sufficiently to be
accommodated on the organ: the essential figurations have been preserved

throughout without proving awkward either physically or aurally.

Following Russell's practice in his Organ Voluntaries (see Ward
Russell, 1991) trills begin on the principal note: when the composer
wished the performer to begin the trill from the note above he inserted an
appoggiatura or an acciaccatura. Again following the practice of the day,
when duplets are played against triplets the former should be adapted to
coincide with the first and third triplets (see Organ Concerto first
movement bar 242); likewise, when a dotted quaver and semiquaver are set
against triplets the former should be played in the triplet rhythm
crotchet and quaver (see first movement bar 234). PBar numbers are

editorial.

The first performance of this solo arrangement was given by the
editor at Cleveland Lodge, Dorking, in July 1988 as part of a lecture-

recital at a summer school organized by the late Lady Susi Jeans.
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Critical commentary.

movement | bar | stave | position in bar | variant/original
{ ] 1 ]
1 | | |
1 133 1 1II | last note I B
2 | 86 ! I i after 2" note ! redundant semiquaver
! { | | rest
3 116 | I | 6% treble note | G sharp
! ! | and last alto note |
3 | 49 1 I I last treble note | natural sign omitted
3 1 56 | I I 279 treble note | D natural
3 I 66 1 III I 24 note | D natural
3 I 64 | I I 6" treble note { chord D/B
3 | 66 | I | 10" note ] flat sign omitted
| | ] 1
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Third movement

Suggested registration

Great: Open Diapason
Stopped Diapason
Principal
Flute
Fifteenth
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Ode on St. Ceclillia's Day

Source.

William Russell: Ode on St. Cecilia’'s Day. Harpsichord Score

(manuscript). Text by Christopher Smart. GB Lcm ms. 552,

Editorial Method.

The simplicity of the original mainly two-stave layout has been
preserved without attempt to fill out the implied harmony, except on
occasion to avoid ambiguity; in in these instances the filling-out has
been accomplished either by the insertion of figuring (in square brackets,
to distinguish it from figuring supplied in the original), or by the
addition of small notes. In the manuscript the upper stave accommodates
both a solo vocal part and principal instrumental themes; in this edition

the vocal and instrumental parts are given separate staves for clarity.

Bar numbers ere editorial, as are the movement numbers in square
brackets (in the text of this study these are prefaced 'GWR'); reference
to Appendix II indicates where, in the original, a movement number is
omitted or different from the editorial numbering. The dynamic markings
from the manuscript are preserved, and additional indications appear in
square brackets. Ties, slurs, and phrase marks which are not in the
original are crossed through. C clefs, which were used for the alto and
tenor parts in the manuscript, have been replaced by G and F clefs, with a
preliminary stave or small clef indicating the change. Large portions of

the original score actually lack clefs, which were inserted only at the



Ode on St. Cecilia's Day 11

beginning of a movement. The modern system of beaming has been applied
throughout, without comment, for convenience of reading. The form of
abbreviation used to indicate repeated notes (for example J’.) is
original. The archaic capitalization of nouns, quaint spellings, and

names of solo singers have been retained for interest,
Performance practice.

Unlike the editions of Job and the Organ Concerto, this is not
intended as a performing edition but, instead, primarily as a study score;
the copy therefore keeps as close to the original manuscript as possible.
When used as a vocal score for performance it will be necessary for the
keyboard player to fill out the harmony; this task will be found simple to
realise from the given parts. In the absence of instrumental parts, even
of accompaniment figures, and the extreme paucity of information in the
original harpsichord score, a reconstruction of the orchestral parts would
be largely conjectural., However, this is a possible future project for
the editor. Recently selected recitatives and airs have been publicly

performed with organ accompaniment and found completely satisfactory in

this format.
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Critical commentary.

The numerous amendments concerning accidentals are not listed below:

they are shown in square brackets on the score.

movement | bar stave position {n bar variant/original

{ | { |
| 1 | |
| | | |
6 | | I | 27 vord | '"further' in Smarts's text
8 I 2 etc, | IV | 1** vord | 'sounds' in Smart's text
8 P77 l V | 4* pote | F sharp
8 I 9 | IV 1|3 note ()
13 I 9 | III | 1** note 1 B flat
15 €161 | 113 | I 13 note I crotchet
15 £161 1 113 | IT 1 1** note | ninim
18 (191 | 28 | I | 1=t 3 vords | 'and the vhole' in Smart's text
19 (201 | 123 | IT | 1** note | 8
{211 | | ete, | all vocal | 1** vord | ‘And' in Smart's text
| | parts | !
(211 33 l IIT | 1** note |D
20 (221 | 13 | I | 1** vord | 'check' in Smart's text
20 (221 1 25 { I 1 5* note | semiquaver
220241 | 6 | I | rest | dotted crotchet rest
221241 | 6 | T | 1=* note | quaver
22 [24) | 23 l ITIT | 1** note ]
230251 | 83 | I1 | 8* note | quaver
{261 | 59 l Vi 1 1** note | dotted crotchet
{261 | 59 | VI 1 2" nota | quaver
25 (281 | 2 : | : 6" word | 'Furcell' in Smart's text
l L
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