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CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION

1. 1 Background t o t he  s t udy

Thi s  t h e s i s  i s  m a i n l y  about  t e a c h e r s  and what  t he y  t h i n k  and 

f e e l  about  m o r a l i t y  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  The i mpet us f o r  

w r i t i n g  i t  came f rom my own l ong e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t e a c h i n g  in  

secondar y  school s  as we l l  as f rom wor k i ng  w i t h  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  

on moral  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s .  As a t e a c h e r  I came t o b e l i e v e  

t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  of  m o r a l i t y  and v a l u e s  were more i m p o r t a n t  

than many o t h e r  i s s u e s  in e d u c a t i o n ,  and y e t  t hey  appear ed  to  

be s i d e s t e p p e d  or  l e f t  to t he  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  

t e a c h e r s .  In most  school s  t h e r e  seemed t o be no c o h e r e n t  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o l i c y  w i t h  r e g a r d  to moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  y e t  

v a l u e s  are a l ways i m p l i c i t  i n a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t he  school  syst em.  There  was an unspoken  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  eve r yone  knew and shar ed an i m p l i c i t  

m o r a l i t y ,  y e t  t e a c h e r s  behaved d i f f e r e n t l y  when f a c e d  w i t h  

the same s o r t  o f  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s .

Of cour se  t e a c h e r s  have d i f f e r i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and t h e s e  

w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  t he  way t he y  r espond i n d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s .  

However ,  both t he  s t r e s s  of  c o n f l i c t  bet ween t e a c h e r  and 

pup i l  and t he a n x i e t y  of  t e a c h e r s  about  r e s o l v i n g  moral  

di lemmas mi ght  be r educed i f  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  v a l u e s  became 

an e x p l i c i t  p a r t  of  school  p o l i c y .  C r u c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  about  

r i g h t  and wrong o f t e n  have t o be made w i t h o u t  t i me  t o t h i n k  

by t e a c h e r s  under  s t r e s s  and t h e r e f o r e  a r e  o f t e n  based on
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i n s t i n c t ,  gut  f e e l i n g  or  e x p e d i e n c y ,  r a t h e r  t han on 

p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  p o l i c y .  N e a r l y  a l l  school s  s t a t e  a 

commi tment  t o  c a r i n g  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  members of  t h e i r  

communi ty bu t  t he  ways in whi ch t h a t  c a r i n g  i s  u nd e r s t o od  or  

d e mo n s t r a t e d  v a r y  w i d e l y .

On cour s es  t e a c h e r s  woul d o f t e n  e x p r e ss  c o n f u s i o n ,  

a mb i v a l e n c e  or  a l a c k  o f  knowl edge or  competence about  t he  

whol e f i e l d  o f  m o r a l i t y  and moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  not  a l ways  

r e a l i s i n g  t h a t  as moral  agent s  t hemse l ves  t h e y  were a l r e a d y  

engagi ng  in moral  j udgment s  and moral  a c t i o n  in t h e i r  d a i l y  

l i v e s .  Few t e a c h e r s  have degr ees  in s u b j e c t s  whi ch i n c l u d e  

some e t h i c s  or  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  and t h e r e f o r e  have not  been 

s t i m u l a t e d  t o r e f l e c t  d e e p l y  on t he  n a t u r e  of  m o r a l i t y .  

Of t e n  a l s o  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  m o r a l i t y  i s ,  l i k e  

hi s  or  her  p o l i t i c a l  or  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  or  sexual  

b e h a v i o u r ,  a pe r sona l  or  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r .

The word m o r a l i t y  i t s e l f  has no easy or  s l i c k  d e f i n i t i o n .  In 

f a c t  W h i t e l e y  ( 1 9 7 0 )  has a r gu e d ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h a t  in 

o r d i n a r y  l anguage  t he  words moral  and m o r a l i t y  have both a 

f a i r l y  p r e c i s e  and c o n s i s t e n t  use and no p r e c i s e  or  

c o n s i s t e n t  use.  P h i l o s o p h e r s  have argued about  m o r a l i t y  f o r  

many c e n t u r i e s  but  have f a i l e d  to r e s o l v e  t he  a m b i g u i t i e s  

a t t a c h e d  t o t he c o n c e p t .  I t  may be t h a t  m o r a l i t y ,  l i k e  

b e a u t y ,  i s  s i mp l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o d e f i n e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  So 

t he c o n f u s i o n  of  t e a c h e r s  i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  At  t he  same 

t i m e ,  however ,  t hey  appear  to have a s t r ong  per sona l
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commi tment  t o m o r a l i t y  and speak p a s s i o n a t e l y  about  moral  

i s s u e s ,  somet i mes w i t h o u t  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  ar e  maki ng  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s .  The c h o i c e  of  t e a c h i n g  as a c a r e e r  

i s i t s e l f  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  an u n d e r l y i n g  moral  con cer n .

Tea cher s  a r e  he l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  b e h a v i o u r  o f  c h i l d r e n  

in s c h o o l .  W i t h o u t  an adequat e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t he n a t u r e  o f  

moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  many t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o moral  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  to d i s c i p l i n e ,  r ewar d and puni sh t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  

Many p r e s s u r e s  ar e  b r oug ht  t o bear  f rom o u t s i d e  s c h o o l ,  such 

as t he  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  p a r e n t s ,  gover nment  p o l i c i e s  and

e d u c a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s .  As Pr i n g  has p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e s e  

p r e s s u r e s  l e a d  to p a r a d o x i c a l  and c o n f l i c t i n g  demands upon 

t e a c h e r s .

" F i r s t l y ,  bet ween g e t t i n g  young peopl e  t o behave in 
a p r e o r d a i n e d  way and a t  t he  same t i me e n c o u r a g i n g  
them t o t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  own
b e h a v i o u r ;  s e c o n d l y ,  between handi ng on a s p e c i f i c  
set  o f  v a l u e s  and e n a b l i n g  them t o form an 
a c c e p t a b l e  se t  of  v a l u e s  of  t h e i r  own; t h i r d l y ,  
between p e r m i t t i n g  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y  t he  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  young peopl e  as p o t e n t i a l  sour ces
of  p r o f i t  and y e t  e x p e c t i n g  school s  to r e s i s t  t h i s  
e x p l o i t a t i o n ;  and f o u r t h l y ,  between p r e p a r i n g  young 
peopl e  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r o l e s  in s o c i e t y  and y e t  
e n c o u r a g i n g  an i ndependence  o f  t h o u g h t  and a
c r i t i c a l  s t ance  t owar ds  t he  a d u l t  wo r l d  t he y  are  
e n t e r i n g  i n t o " .  ( i n  THACKER, PRING and EVANS,
1987,  p.  7)

These t e n s i o n s  ar e  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e f l e c t i n g  a c o n f l i c t  bet ween  

f reedom and c o n t r o l . Tea cher s  are  e x p e c t e d  to p e r f o r m a 

b a l a n c i n g  a c t  between them in t he be s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  e v e r y o n e  

concer ned .  However ,  t e a c h e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  come down on t he  

s i de  of  c o n t r o l .  A l t hough  c o n t r o l  d o e s n ' t  work v e r y  w e l l ,

and f reedom can be seen or  f e a r e d  as a n a r c h y ,  t he  b a l a n c e  or
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mi d d l e  way i s  har d t o  a c h i e v e  w i t h i n  a m a i n l y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

school  syst em.

T e a c h e r s '  t h i n k i n g  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  in t h i s  a r e a ,  but  

t e a c h e r s  have not  been g i ven  much o p p o r t u n i t y  t o say what  

t hey  t h i n k .  They are  as much moral  agent s  as anyone e l s e ,  

and i n t e l l i g e n t  and a r t i c u l a t e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t hey  are  a good 

p o p u l a t i o n  t o  sampl e to f i n d  out  what  t he  shared moral  l i f e  

i s l i k e .  I t  seemed both i n t e r e s t i n g  and i m p o r t a n t  to e x p l o r e  

t he e x t e n t  to whi ch t e a c h e r s  ar e  a m b i v a l e n t  and conf used  

about  m o r a l i t y ,  moral  e d u c a t i o n  and moral  dev e l o pme n t .  

M a c I n t y r e  ( 1 9 8 7 )  has w r i t t e n  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  ar e  t he  f o r l o r n  

hope o f  t he  c u l t u r e  o f  West er n  m o d e r n i t y ,  by whi ch he means 

t h a t  t he mi s s i o n  w i t h  whi ch t e a c h e r s  are e n t r u s t e d  i s  both  

e s s e n t i a l  and i m p o s s i b l e .  They cannot  both shape young 

peopl e  to f i l l  s o c i a l  r o l e s  and t each  them t o t h i n k  f o r  

t h e ms e l v e s .  So he does not  r e c o g n i s e  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  whi ch  

i s t h e r e ,  o f  doi ng b o t h ,  or  o f  f i n d i n g  a b a l a n c e  between  

them.  I hope t h a t  h i s  pess i mi sm i s  unf ounded in t h i s  m a t t e r ,  

as a l s o  in h i s  c l a i m  in A f t e r  V i r t u e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  t h a t  we have l o s t  

our  compr eh ens i on ,  bot h t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l ,  of  

m o r a l i t y .

Anot her  s t i m u l u s  f o r  t h i s  s t udy  was mee t i ng  Lawrence  

Kohl  ber g ,  and l e a r n i n g  more o f  h i s  approach t o moral  

e d u c a t i o n .  My c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  him bot h i n Engl and and t he  

U. S . A .  were a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e r i e n c e  and I v a l u e d  h i s  

k i ndness  and enc our a ge me n t .  The work o f  Kohl  berg suggest s
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t h a t  t he u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  dev e l ops  t h r ough  an

i n v a r i a n t  sequence of  s t a g e s .  The v i ews whi ch t e a c h e r s  hol d  

may be r e l a t e d  t o t h e i r  s t age  o f  r e a s o n i n g  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  

sense and I t h e r e f o r e  d e c i de d  to i n c l u d e  in my s t udy  an 

a t t e m p t  t o  measure t e a c h e r s '  s t a g e ,  somet hi ng whi ch has not  

been done on any l a r g e  s c a l e  in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  S t u d i e s  in t he  

U . S . A .  whi ch w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  more f u l l y  in Ch apt e r  4 ,  have 

f ound t h a t  30 - 43% of  t e a c h e r s '  r e a s o n i n g  i s  a t  t he

p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l .  S t u d i e s  us i ng R e s t ' s  D e f i n i n g  I s s u e s  T e s t

( D I T ) ,  whi ch i s  a s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  Moral  

Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  ( M J I ) ,  appear  to show t h a t  s t age  i s  a l s o  

r e l a t e d  t o t e a c h e r s '  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e i r  

cl assr oom p r a c t i c e .  Tea cher s  w i t h  l ower  scores  were more

l i k e l y  to emphasi se a u t h o r i t y  and t he  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  

knowl edge ,  whereas t hose  w i t h  h i g h e r  scor es  were more l i k e l y  

to emphasi se gu i dance  and c h i l d r e n  l e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e ms e l v e s .  

(JOHNSTON, LUBOMUDROV and PARSONS, 1982)  Ther e  i s  a l a c k  of

r e s e a r c h  us i ng t he  MJ I ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I

t h e r e f o r e  dec i ded  t o use i t .  Ac co r d i ng  to Kohl  berg i t  i s  a 

more r e l i a b l e  measure t han t he  DI T s i nc e  i t  a l l o w s  f o r  a

g r e a t e r  depth and d e t a i l  o f  r e s p o ns e .

1.  2 O u t l i ne of  t h e s i s

In e x p l o r i n g  what  t e a c h e r s  t h i n k  about  m o r a l i t y ,  i t  seemed 

i m p o r t a n t  t o see how t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  r e l a t e d  to t h a t  o f  moral  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  and moral  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  The second and t h i r d
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c h a p t e r s  of  t h i s  t h e s i s  ar e  t h e r e f o r e  concer ned w i t h  t he  

backgr ound of  t h i n k i n g  a g a i n s t  whi ch t he  r esponses  of  

t e a c h e r s  mi g h t  be u n d e r s t o od  and g i v e n  some f r amewor k  of  

meani ng.  T h i s  backgr ound i n v o l v e s  t h e o r i e s  of  moral

e d u c a t i o n  as w e l l  as p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  

of  m o r a l i t y  and moral  dev e l o pme n t .

In Chapt e r  2 I w i l l  be g i v i n g  an o u t l i n e  of  t he  main e t h i c a l  

p o s i t i o n s  whi ch p h i l o s o p h e r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i me s  have t aken

up. I want  t o emphasi se t h a t  I do not  pr opose to ar gue f o r  

any p a r t i c u l a r  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  On t he  c o n t r a r y ,  t he  

assumpt i on I am maki ng i s  t h a t  a l l  e t h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  have some 

v a l i d i t y  t o t hem.  I hope t o  d e s c r i b e  t he  r ange of  t h e o r i e s  

hel d and t he  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  and t e n s i o n s  w i t h i n  them.

P h i l o s o p h e r s  t he ms e l v e s  c l a i m  to hol d to a p a r t i c u l a r  e t h i c a l

p o s i t i o n ,  and appear  t o  e x p e c t  o t h e r  peopl e  t o do t he  same.  

For  exa mpl e ,  t hey  e x p e c t  peopl e  t o be c o n s i s t e n t l y

r e l a t i v i s t s ,  or  o b j e c t i v i s t s  or  e m o t i v i s t s ,  e t c .  I do not  

e x p e c t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  g i v e  c o n s i s t e n t  e x p r e s s i o n  to a 

p a r t i c u l a r  e t h i c a l  t h e o r y  in e i t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  or  e v e r y d a y  

l a n g u a g e .  R a t h e r  I e x p e c t  them t o a r t i c u l a t e  a v a r i e t y  of  

e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  whi ch may w e l l  be i n c o m p a t i b l e  or  

i mp o s s i b l e  t o i n t e g r a t e ,  and t hus ar e  a symptom o f  t he  

c o n f u s i o n  and a mbi v a l e nc e  a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d .

Chapt e r  3 w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e o r i e s  of  moral  deve l opment  

and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  These w i l l  be l o o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r i e s .  B r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be g i ven  of
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how moral  awareness and b e h a v i o u r  dev e l o p  a c c o r d i n g  t o

c e r t a i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  - p s y c h o a n a l y t i c ,  s o c i a l

l e a r n i n g  and c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l .  Agai n I do not  e x p e c t

t hese  t h e o r i e s  to be n e c e s s a r i l y  e x c l u s i v e  o f  each o t h e r ,  but

t hey  do d i f f e r  in emphas i s .  These emphases are  r e l a t e d  t o

t he  t e n s i o n  between c o n t r o l  and f reedom ment i o ned  e a r l i e r ;

one emphasis i s  on t r a i n i n g  and d i s c i p l i n e  i n m o r a l i t y  and

t he o t h e r  on t he  c h i l d ' s  spont aneous c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t he

moral  w o r l d .  Wr i g h t  ( 1 9 8 6 )  sees t he  f i r s t  c o n c e p t i o n

r e f l e c t e d  in b e h a v i o u r i s t  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  and p s y c h o a n a l y t i c

t h e o r y .  M o r a l i t y  i s somehow ' p u t  i n t o '  t he  young by a d u l t s

and s o c i e t y  g e n e r a l l y ,  and i f  t h i s  d i d  not  happen,  c h i l d r e n

would grow up a mor a l .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  v i e w,  r e f l e c t e d  in

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y ,  i s t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c o n s t r u c t

m o r a l i t y  on t he ba s i s  o f  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  o f  pe r so na l

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e o r i e s  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  may a l s o  f a l l

i n t o  t hese  two c o n c e p t i o n s .  Her sh ,  M i l l e r  and F i e l d i n g

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  model s o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  have a p l a c e  in

t he c u r r i c u l u m  because t h e i r  d i f f e r i n g  emphases combine to

make a r a t i o n a l  whol e .

"The c o m p l e x i t y  o f  m o r a l i t y  and moral  dev e l o pment  
i s  such t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  must  combine t he  s t r e n g t h s  
of  t hese  models i n o r d e r  t o do j u s t i c e  t o t he  
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  in t he  s c h o o l s . "  
( 1 9 8 0 ,  p . v i i i )

I w i l l  f ocus i n Ch ap t e r  4 on t he  r e s e a r c h  methods c o n s i d e r e d  

f o r  a s t udy of  t h i s  k i n d ,  and t he methods f i n a l l y  dec i de d  

upon.  These f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s .  The f i r s t  two p a r t s  are

Kohl  b e r g ' s  MJI  f o l l o w e d  by h i s  m e t a e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s
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suppl ement ed  by some a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  of  my own. These  

form an i n - d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w .  The MJI  w i l l  be assessed f o r  

g l o b a l  s t age  score  (GSS) and w e i g h t e d  ave r a g e  scor e  (WAS) .  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  n o n - s c o r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  and my s u p p l e me n t a r y  

q u e s t i o n s ,  c a l l e d  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  w i l l  be 

a n a l y s e d  by c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  The t h i r d  p a r t  i s  an open-  

ended q u e s t i o n n a i r e  on moral  d e v e l o pme n t  and moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  

and t h i s  w i l l  a l s o  be s u b j e c t e d  to a c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  

F u r t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be e f f e c t e d  us i ng t he  

D i g i t a l  Vax C l u s t e r  SPSS - x s t a t i s t i c a l  package .  ( 1 9 8 6 )

The r e s u l t s  o f  t he  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  p a r t s  o f  t he

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  and d i s c u s s e d  in Ch a p t e r s  5,  6 

and 7.  Ch a p t e r  5 w i l l  r e p o r t  on t e a c h e r s '  s t age  scor es  and

t he r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween t h e s e  sco r e s  and o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s .

Ch ap t e r  6 w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t he  a n a l y s i s  of  t he  e t h i c a l

q u e s t i o n s ,  both Kohl  b e r g ' s  and my own,  w i t h  my s up p l e me n t a r y  

q u e s t i o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  by c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .  Kohl  berg has accum

u l a t e d  20 y e a r s  o f  answers t o h i s  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  f rom h i s  

l o n g i t u d i n a l  s u b j e c t s ,  but  I b e l i e v e  t h e s e ,  u n l i k e  t he  r e s t  

of  h i s  d a t a ,  have not  y e t  been a n a l y s e d  by h i s  t eam.  Agai n  

t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  where  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  C h a p t e r  7 w i l l  p r e s e n t  t e a c h e r s '  

t h i n k i n g  about  moral  d e v e l o pme n t  and moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  and 

whe t he r  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  r e l a t e s  t o t h e i r  s t age  scor e  and u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y .  In c o n c l u s i o n .  Ch a p t e r  8 w i l l  c o n s i d e r  

t he i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t hese  r e s u l t s  and r e l a t e  what  t e a c h e r s  

a c t u a l l y  say t o t he  t h e o r i e s  o u t l i n e d  in Chapt e r s  2 and 3.
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1 . 3  Hypot heses

I f ound i t  d i f f i c u l t  to f o r m u l a t e  any p r e c i s e  hyp o t h e s e s .  

Th i s  was because I cou l d  f i n d  l i t t l e  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  whi ch  

r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o t he  ba s i c  q u e s t i o n s  I am a s k i n g .  These  

main q u e s t i o n s  are as f o l l o w s : -

i )  What  s t ages  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  sense ,  are

e xpr e ssed  by B r i t i s h  t e a c h e r s ?

i i )  What  ar e  t he p r e v a l e n t  t h e o r i e s  e x p l i c i t  or  i m p l i c i t  in

t h e i r  e t h i c a l  t h i n k i n g ?

i i i )  What do t hey  t h i n k  about  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  i t s

i mp o r t a n c e ,  how i t  occur s  a t  t he  moment and how i t  

shoul d be done?

In r e l a t i o n  t o t hese  q u e s t i o n s  I began w i t h  c e r t a i n  gener a l  

e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  some d e r i v e d  f rom p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  in t he  

U . S . A .  and o t h e r s  f rom my own e x p e r i e n c e .  These w e r e : -

i )  Tha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  be r e a s o n i n g  a t

St age 4 on Kohl  b e r g ' s  s c a l e ,  w i t h  about  30% showing  

c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  St age 5.

i i )  Tha t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no s i g n i f i c a n t  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  in

s t age  s c o r e .

i i i )  Tha t  t e a c h e r s '  t ho u g h t s  on m o r a l i t y  w i l l  r e f l e c t  a l l

the main e t h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  but  t h a t  

t h e r e  w i l l  be a pr edomi nance  o f  what  mi g h t  l o o s e l y  be 

c a l l e d  r e l a t i v i s t  and e m o t i v i s t  t h i n k i n g  and an 

emphasis on s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  i d e a s .
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i v )  T h a t  t h e i r  v i ews on moral  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  be conf used

and u n c e r t a i n ,  but  t h a t  t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  p e r s p e c t i v e

w i l l  be l i k e l y  t o p r e d o m i n a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among

o l d e r  t e a c h e r s .

I t  o n l y  r emai ns  now f o r  me t o say t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s

t h e s i s ,  I hope t o m a i n t a i n  a c l e a r  and a c c e s s i b l e  s t y l e  of

w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  t he  minimum of  t e c h n i c a l  l a n g u a g e .  A l s o ,  I

w i l l  use ,  e x c e p t  i n q u o t a t i o n s ,  and where a p a r t i c u l a r

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  to be i d e n t i f i e d ,  gender  pronouns a t  random.

Moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  i n p a r t i c u l a r  s t i l l  seem p e r s i s t e n t l y  t o

w r i t e  as i f  a l l  peop l e  a r e  ma l e ,  and I c o n s i d e r  i t  a moral

o b l i g a t i o n ,  due to my own g e n d e r ,  to r e d r e s s  t h e  b a l a n c e .

Ha r e ,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  opens h i s  book,  ' Freedom and R e a s o n ' ,  w i t h

t he f o l l o w i n g  wor ds.

" I  ask t he  r e a d e r  t o  s t a r t  by suppos i ng  t h a t  
someone ( h i m s e l f  p e r h a p s )  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  
moral  pr obl em - one t h a t  c a l l s  f o r t h  a l l  t he  powers  
of  t h o u g h t ,  i m a g i n a t i o n  and f e e l i n g  t h a t  a man 
possesses .  He w i l l  have to sup p l y  h i s  own exampl e ;  
f o r  I cannot  say f o r  any o f  my r e a d e r s  what  moral  
q u e s t i o n  has t r o u b l e d  him m o s t " . .

A p a r t  f rom i t s  sex i sm,  and my s u r p r i s e  t h a t  Ha r e ,  a f o r m a l i s t

who s t r e s s e s  r e a s o n ,  here a l l o w s  t h a t  i m a g i n a t i o n  and f e e l i n g

are  br ought  t o  bear  on a moral  p r o b l em,  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  i s  a

u s e f u l  one.  I t  p r o v i d e s  a good s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t he  t h e s i s

t h a t  f o i l o w s .
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CHAPTER 2 : MORALITY

2 . 1  I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  concer ned  w i t h  t he  c on cept  of  m o r a l i t y  and 

t he  v a r i o u s  and many u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  i t .  I n o r d e r  t o  

p r o v i d e  a f r amewor k  o f  i de a s  w i t h i n  whi ch to c o n s t r u c t  

e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  my sampl e o f  t e a c h e r s ,  I dec i de d  t o  

l ook  a t  what  mi ght  be c a l l e d  commonsense v i ews as w e l l  as t he  

more t e c h n i c a l  and a b s t r a c t  t h e o r i e s  of  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  

Both t hese  I hope to e x p r e s s  i n t he  e v e r y d a y  l anguage  which  

M i d g l e y  ( 1 9 8 1 )  sees as n e c e s s a r y  in o r d e r  to l o c a t e  t he  

r i c h n e s s  and c o m p l e x i t y  o f  moral  phenomena f i r m l y  in 

p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .

The d e f i n i t i o n  of  moral  t er ms i s  no s i mp l e  t a s k ,  however ,  

s i nc e  such terms have many meani ngs ,  o v e r l a p  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  

and i n v o l v e  a p l e t h o r a  o f  f e e l i n g s ,  assumpt i ons  and a p p a r e n t  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  Ther e  i s  much c o n f u s i o n  and d i s a g r e e me n t  

bot h in t he  commonsense v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  and in moral  

p h i l o s o p h y .  Some i ndeed c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t he  word m o r a l i t y  

shoul d  be abandoned a l t o g e t h e r  as i t  has no meani ng.  

Fr ankena  has n e a t l y  d e s c r i b e d  t he  words moral  and m o r a l i t y  as 

ambiguous and " i n  sea r ch  o f  a mean i ng" .  ( 1 9 7 0 ,  p.  150)

Nagel  r a i s e s  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  c o n f u s i o n  i s  in a sense  

i n e v i t a b l e  due to t he  l i m i t s  o f  human i n s i g h t .
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" I t  may be t h a t  some p h i l o s o p h i c a l  probl ems have 
no s o l u t i o n s .  I sus pec t  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  t he  
d e e pe s t  and o l d e s t  o f  them.  They show us t he  
l i m i t s  o f  our  u n d e r s t a n d i n g " .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p.  x i i )

I t  has been suggest ed t h a t  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  has not  y e t

r e a l l y  begun and W e i n r e i c h - H a s t e  and Locke appear  to a gr e e .

They c o n s i d e r  t h a t  we need t o know what  m o r a l i t y  i s and how

d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  but  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t

. . " w e  h a r d l y  begi n  to know t he  answer s ,  whi ch r e q u i r e  both

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n " . .

( 1 9 8 3 ,  p . x v i i )

D e s p i t e  t he  c o n f u s i o n s ,  M i d g l e y  i s  r e l u c t a n t  to abandon t he

con c e p t  o f  m o r a l i t y .

"The word moral  and i t s  d e r i v a t i v e s  a r e  showing  
s i gns  of  s t r a i n .  L i k e  a smal l  c a r p e t ,  des i gn ed  to  
f i t  a room whi ch has been e n l a r g e d ,  t h e y  are  
wrenched t h i s  way and t h a t  t o c ov er  t he  bare  
spaces .  Perhaps in t he  end we s h a l l  be f o r c e d  to
abandon them as N i e t z s c h e  s ug ge s t e d .  But  t h i s
woul d be w a s t e f u l " . .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  p.  103)

So how do peopl e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  b e w i l d e r i n g  concept ?

A f t e r  t h i s  v e r y  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t he  ne x t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  w i l l  d i s c us s  t he  ways in whi ch t he  commonsense v i e w s ,  

ar gument s and f e e l i n g s  o f  " o r d i n a r y "  peopl e  are e x p r e s s e d .  

These are  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  s e p a r a t e  v i e w s ,  but  i n f o r m and 

o v e r l a p  w i t h  each o t h e r .  However ,  I hope t o g i v e  an account  

of  them in t he  f o l l o w i n g  s e l e c t i v e  and g e n e r a l i s e d  comments.  

In doi ng t h i s ,  I s h a l l  a l s o  r e f e r  t o p h i l o s o p h e r s  i n what  

mi g ht  be c a l l e d  t h e i r  commonsense moments,  and a l s o  to an 

i n f o r m a l  sur vey  of  100 p e o p l e ,  m o s t l y  t e a c h e r s ,  on cour ses  

run by t he  w r i t e r  and c o l l e a g u e s .



- 15 -

2.  2 "Commonsense" account s  of  m o r a l i t y

In e v e r y  c e n t u r y  or  e r a  s i n c e  c i v i l i s a t i o n  began,  some 

w r i t e r s  have d e s c r i b e d  t h a t  c e n t u r y  or  e r a  as one of

u np r e c e d e n t e d  moral  d e c l i n e .  Our p r e s e n t  e r a  i s  no e x c e p t i o n  

and our  moral  d e c l i n e  has become a l mo s t  r e c e i v e d  wisdom,  to  

j udge  by t he  number o f  peop l e  who r e p e a t  i t  i n v a r i o u s  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  and on r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n .  However ,  in t he

i n f o r m a l  s u r v e y ,  41% den i e d  t h a t  B r i t a i n  was i n a s t a t e  of

moral  d e c l i n e  and o n l y  28% t h o u g h t  i t  was.

A c e n t r a l  c l a i m  in M a c I n t y r e ' s  book A f t e r  V i r t u e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  i s  

t h a t  our  c i v i l i s a t i o n  has r eac hed  a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  and t h a t  

t he  h o r r o r s  o f  t he  moral  dark ages a r e  a l r e a d y  upon us.  

. . " T h e  i n t e g r a l  subs t ance  o f  m o r a l i t y  has t o a l a r g e  degree  

been f r a g me n t e d  and t hen in p a r t  d e s t r o y e d " . . .  ( p .  5)

Because " t h e r e  seems t o be no r a t i o n a l  way o f  s e c u r i n g  moral  

agr eement  in our  c u l t u r e " ,  ( p .  6)  we f a l l  back on an

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  e mot i v e  d o c t r i n e .  I f ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

M a c I n t y r e ,  t he  A r i s t o t e l i a n  t r a d i t i o n  o f  moral  v i r t u e s  cou l d  

be r e s t a t e d ,  i t  woul d r e s t o r e  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  and r a t i o n a l i t y  

to our  moral  and s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  and commi t ment s .

I woul d suggest  t h a t  M a c I n t y r e ' s  v i ew i s  und u l y  p e s s i m i s t i c .  

However  d i s g u i s e d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n ,  m o r a l i t y  w i l l  s i mp l y  not  go 

away.  Peopl e  have not  on t he  whol e l o s t  t ouch w i t h  m o r a l i t y .
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t hough t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  i t  and a t t i t u d e s  t owar ds  i t  

are c o m p l i c a t e d  and v a r i e d .  E n t e r  any p u b l i c  house and you 

w i l l  f i n d  in p r o g r e s s  a l oud  c o n v e r s a t i o n  about  what  t he  

gover nment  ought  or  ought  not  t o  be d o i n g ,  t he  u n f a i r n e s s  of  

t h i s  or  t h a t ,  or  a g e n e r a l  s e t t i n g  to r i g h t s  of  t he  w o r l d .  

E n t e r  any school  s t a f f r o o m  and you w i l l  f i n d  an an i mat ed  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  about  t he  r e s p e c t  p u p i l s  ought  to be showing  

t owar ds  f e l l o w  p u p i l s  and t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and t he  i mp or t a n c e  

of  t r u t h f u l n e s s  in r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  But  when t hey  make such 

moral  j udgment s  and p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  peo p l e  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  

aware o f  them as m o r a l .  I t  i s  somehow assumed,  w i t h o u t  be i ng  

spoken,  t h a t  peopl e  shar e  common v a l u e s .

For  some p e o p l e ,  m o r a l i t y  means an i d e a l  way o f  beh av i ng  or

l i v i n g  t h a t  human be i ngs  f o r e v e r  s t r i v e  t owar ds  e i t h e r  as

i n d i v i d u a l s  or  a s o c i e t y  or  b o t h .  Or t hey  g i v e  up s t r i v i n g

and c a l l  t h emse l ves  immoral  because t he i d e a l  c o n t a i n s  a

b u i l t - i n  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  ne v e r  be r e a c he d .  The g r e a t

r e l i g i o n s  have s p e c i a l i s e d  i n d e s c r i b i n g  t he i d e a l  and o f t e n

use t he  met aphor  o f  a j o u r n e y  or  way.  In t he

S a m y u t t a - n i k a y a , v . 8 . ,  t he  Buddha e x p l a i n s  t he  nobl e

ei  g h t f o l d  w a y .

"What ,  monks,  i s  t he Nobl e  E i g h t f o l d  Way? I t  i s  
namel y r i g h t  v i e w ,  r i g h t  i n t e n t i o n ,  r i g h t  speech,  
r i g h t  a c t i o n ,  r i g h t  l i v e l i h o o d ,  r i g h t  e f f o r t ,  
r i g h t  m i n d f u l n e s s ,  r i g h t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n . "  ( i n
ELIADE,  1979 ,  p.  574)

He goes on to d e s c r i b e  each one i n d e t a i l .  For  e x a m p l e : -

R i g h t  speech,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  i s  " r e f r a i n i n g  f rom 
f a l s e h o o d ,  f rom m a l i c i o u s  speech,  f rom har sh
speech,  f rom f r i v o l o u s  s p e e c h . "
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And r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s " r e f r a i n i n g  f rom t a k i n g  l i f e ,  
f rom t a k i n g  what  i s  not  g i v e n ,  f rom sexual  
i n t e r c o u r s e "  . .

Tao w r i t i n g s  t end to be a l l e g o r i c a l  and ar e  concer ned  w i t h  

t he p r i n c i p l e  o f  harmony u n d e r l y i n g  and g o v e r n i n g  a l l  

e x i s t e n c e ,  wh i c h ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i n c l u d e s  t h a t  o f  human b e i n g s .  

The Tao or  Way i s  one of  not  s t r i v i n g ,  o f  l e t t i n g  be.  The 

Sage in Tao Te Ching Chap.  V I I

"Put s  h i m s e l f  i n t he backgr ound;  but  i s a l ways to  
t he  f o r e .
Remains o u t s i d e ;  but  i s  a l ways  t h e r e .
I s  i t  not  j u s t  because he does not  s t r i v e  f o r  any 
per sona l  end
Tha t  a l l  h i s  pe r sona l  ends ar e  f u l f i l l e d ? " . ,  ( i n  
ELIADE,  1979 ,  p.  596)

I s l a m and C h r i s t i a n i t y  bot h s t r e s s  t h a t  l i v i n g  t h e i r

p r e s c r i b e d  moral  l i f e  i s  t he way t o P a r a d i s e  or  Heaven or

uni on w i t h  God a f t e r  d e a t h .  Jesus sa i d  " I  am t he Way".  The

f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  i s  o f t e n  t o b e l i e v e  in one God,  as i n t he

C h r i s t i a n  Ten Commandments,  and t he  Koran.  The Hi ndus have

many gods,  but  t he  c oncept  o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  means t h a t  peop l e

ar e  t h r o u g h o u t  many l i v e s  s t r i v i n g  t owards a h i g h e r  moral  and

b o d i l y  f or m,  u n t i l  t he y  p r o g r e s s  to Moksa or  compl e t e

one - ness  and f reedom f rom t he  c y c l e  of  r e b i r t h .  For  many

r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m o r a l i t y  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y

r e l a t e d  t o r e l i g i o n  e i t h e r  because i t  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  d i v i n e

command,  or  because i t  i s  t he  i d e a l  way t h e y  shoul d  f o l l o w

t hr ough  l i f e .

But  some n o n - r e l i g i o u s  peopl e  a l s o  see r e l i g i o n  and m o r a l i t y  

as i n t r i n s i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d ,  and in r e j e c t i n g  r e l i g i o n  r e j e c t
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a s p e c t s  o f  t he  m o r a l i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t .  However ,  t h e i r  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  o f t e n  couched i n moral  t e r ms .  

Ot he r s  r e j e c t  r e l i g i o n  because t hey  do not  see i t  a f f e c t i n g  

t he  b e h a v i o u r  o f  i t s  a d h e r e n t s  as t he y  f e e l  i t  s h o u l d .  

R e l i g i o u s  peopl e  do not  appear  t o them t o  be " b e t t e r "  human 

be i ngs  t han n o n - r e l i g i o u s  p e o p l e .

Ther e  ar e  a l s o  many who b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  

of  r e l i g i o n .  In t he  i n f o r m a l  sur ve y  61% t h o u g h t  r e l i g i o n  was 

not  n e c e s s a r y  to m o r a l i t y ,  w h i l e  o n l y  20% t h o u g h t  i t  was.  

Darwi n c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  moral  i n s t i n c t s  came f i r s t  and needed  

c u l t i v a t i n g  by reason and c i v i l i s a t i o n  b e f o r e  t he  i d e a  o f  a 

u n i v e r s a l  and b e n e v o l e n t  God woul d a r i s e  in t he  minds of  men.  

Dewey a l s o  wr o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no i n s t a n c e  o f  any l a r g e  i dea  

about  t he  w o r l d  be i ng i n d e p e n d e n t l y  g e n e r a t e d  by r e l i g i o n .  

(SELDES,  G . , 1985)

R e l i g i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  u l t i m a t e l y  u n d e r s t a n d  m o r a l i t y  as 

obe d i e nc e  to t he  r e v e a l e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  of  God,  t he  n a t u r a l  

l aw or  u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y .  I n c o n t r a s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t he  way of  

s e e i n g  m o r a l i t y  as t he  p u r s u i t  o f  an i d e a l  o f  s o c i a l

o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Thr oughout  h i s t o r y  w r i t e r s  such as P l a t o  and 

S i r  Thomas More have a t t e m p t e d  such account s  of  t he  U t o p i a n  

s o c i e t y .  Of t e n  t he  Ut o p i a n  form was a way of  a t t a c k i n g

e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  or  t he  c o r r u p t  use o f  power ,  in a 

manner  t h a t  woul d be g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o od  but  not  r e n d e r  t he  

w r i t e r  l i a b l e  t o o f f i c i a l  r e p r i s a l s .  In t he  e a r l y  p a r t  of

t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  s o c i a l i s t  w r i t e r s  f o l l o w e d  i n t h i s  U t o p i a n
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t r a d i t i o n  by d e s c r i b i n g  an i d e a l  s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e  as embodying  

t he v i r t u e s  o f  f r e edom,  e q u a l i t y ,  h a p p i n e s s ,  c o u r t e s y  and 

t o l e r a t i o n .  More r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  appear s  to be g r e a t e r  

emphasi s on D y s t o p i a s ,  f u t u r e  s o c i e t i e s  whi ch are b l e a k  and 

d e p r e s s i n g ,  w i t h  no f r eedom or  e q u a l i t y ,  or  d e v a s t a t e d  by 

n u c l e a r  war  or  o t h e r  c a t a s t r o p h i e s .

An ot h e r  common b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  peopl e  ar e  n a t u r a l l y  " m o r a l " ,

and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  m o r a l i t y  w i l l  a l ways emerge,  per haps  even

most  o b v i o u s l y  as a b a c k l a s h  when s o c i e t y  i s  c o r r u p t .  Th i s

b e l i e f  may depend on w h e t h e r  one has an o p t i m i s t i c  or

p e s s i m i s t i c  v i ew of  human n a t u r e .  A. S .  N e i l l  t ook  t he

o p t i m i s t i c  v i ew t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a t  Summer hi l l  would n a t u r a l l y ,

o f  t h e i r  own ac c or d ,  adopt  moral  v a l u e s  and p a t t e r n s  o f

b e h a v i o u r .  However ,  he a l s o  had a t endency  to m o r a l i s e  i f

t h e y  d i d  n o t .  G o l d i n g ,  on t he  o t h e r  hand,  d e s c r i b e d  i n "Lor d

of  t he  F l i e s "  how m o r a l i t y  in c h i l d r e n  br oke down in t he

absence of  a d u l t  c o n t r o l .  S o c i o b i o l o g i s t s  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t

i s  our  b i o l o g y  t h a t  makes us e t h i c a l  b e i n g s .  Our genes g i v e

us no c h o i c e .

"The cor e  of  e t h i c s  runs deep in our  s p e c i e s  and 
i s  common t o human be i ngs  e v e r y wh e r e  . . . .  Kin  
a l t r u i s m ,  r e c i p r o c a l  a l t r u i s m  and group a l t r u i s m  
ar e  s t r ong  f e a t u r e s  of  human l i f e . " . .  (SI NGER,
1981,  p.  27)

P s y c h o t h e r a p i s t s  spend much t i me  in h e l p i n g  p a t i e n t s  to  

a c c e p t  and i n t e g r a t e  t he  ' b a d '  s i d e  o f  t h e ms e l v e s  whi ch i s  

p r e s e n t  and normal  in e v e r y  human b e i n g .  Peopl e  ar e  not  

p e r f e c t  and cannot  behave i d e a l l y .  Jung c a l l e d  t h i s  s i de  o f
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eve r yone  t he  shadow,  and i t  i s  t he  n a t u r a l  or  i n s t i n c t i v e  

p e r s o n .

" I t  i s  a l l  t hose u n c i v i l i s e d  d e s i r e s  and emot i ons  
t h a t  ar e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s  and 
our  i d e a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a l l  t h a t  we are ashamed o f ,  
a l l  t h a t  we do not  want  t o know about  o u r s e l v e s . "  
(FORDHAM, 1953 ,  p.  50)

To a c c e p t  t he  shadow t hus i n v o l v e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  moral  e f f o r t

and o f t e n  t he  g i v i n g  up of  c h e r i s h e d  i d e a l s  t h a t  were based

on an i l l u s i o n  about  human n a t u r e .  The assumpt i on  behi nd

p s y c h o t h e r a p y  i s  t h a t  t hough a l l  peopl e  are in some degree

m o r a l l y  " ba d " ,  t h e r e  i s a l s o  a k i nd  of  i n n a t e  "goodness"  in

them whi ch t h e r a p i s t s  seek t o s u p p o r t .

Smai l  ( 1 9 8 4 )  in what  he c a l l s  h i s  " i n s a n e l y  U t o p i a n "  book,  

has d e s c r i b e d  t he  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  an i d e a l  s o c i a l  w o r l d  i s  

p o s s i b l e  as r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  much o f  t he  m i s e r y  whi ch  

t h e r a p i s t s  t r y  to a l l e v i a t e .  Th i s  i l l u s i o n  i s  r e i n f o r c e d  by 

a d v e r t i s i n g  and in i t  peop l e  ar e  supposed t o l e a d  sane,  

b a l a n c e d  and happy l i v e s .  The s e c r e t  wo r l d  o f  d e s p a i r  i s  in 

f a c t  t he  r e a l  w o r l d ,  where peop l e  f e e l  i n a d e q u a t e  because

t hey  are unabl e  to l i v e  up t o my t h i c  s e l f - i m p o s e d  i d e a l s .  

L i f e  i s  never  i d e a l ,  a l ways much more u n p l e a s a n t  t han peopl e  

are  l e d  to e x p e c t .

An ot h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  woul d say t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  not  a s e t  of  

i d e a l s  to be s t r i v e n  a f t e r ,  but  t hose mundane and p r a g m a t i c  

c o n d i t i o n s  whi ch e n a b l e  peo p l e  to ge t  on r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l  w i t h  

o t h e r s .  In t h i s  sense i t  i s  not  somet hi ng whi ch m a t t e r s  in

i t s e l f .  I t  i s r a t h e r  t he  c o n d i t i o n  of  p e o p l e  f u l f i l l i n g
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t h e i r  r o l e s  in r e l a t i o n  to each o t h e r  such t h a t  a l l  ge t  what  

t h e y  want .  Ther e  ar e  t hus e x p l i c i t  and i m p l i c i t  moral  d u t i e s  

i n p a r t i c u l a r  j obs  in s o c i e t y ,  f o r  exampl e in me d i c i n e  and 

t e a c h i n g .  Ot he r  peopl e  e x p e c t  t h a t  d o c t o r s  and t e a c h e r s  

shoul d  behave in c e r t a i n  ways,  t h a t  l a wy e r s  w i l l  keep 

c o n t r a c t s  and banks w i l l  s a f e g u a r d  money.  The p r o f e s s i o n s  

t he ms e l v e s  have t h e i r  w r i t t e n  or  u n w r i t t e n  codes o f  e t h i c s .

The I n s t i t u t e  o f  Bus i ness  E t h i c s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a b o o k l e t

in whi ch was s t a t e d

"Our c o n v i c t i o n  i s  t h a t ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  i n d u s t r y  and 
commerce ar e  h i g h l y  e t h i c a l  u n d e r t a k i n g s .  The 
e t h i c a l  demands on us who are engaged in them,  are  
to run them supr eme l y  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  r e s p o n s i b l y  and 
w i t h  c l e a r  moral  s t a n d a r d s " . . .  ( 1 9 8 7 ,  p.  4)

However ,  t hey  do not  s p e c i f y  what  t hese  moral  s t a n d a r d s  a r e .

We are a l s o  h e a r i n g  now about  " e t h i c a l  i n v e s t m e n t s " .

These seem to be concer ned  w i t h  compani es whi ch do not

produce or  s e l l  armament s.

As Hume ( 1 7 7 7 )  w r y l y  obser ved

" I t  i s i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  men so much as to mur der  
each o t h e r  w i t h o u t  s t a t u t e s ,  and maxims,  and an 
i dea  o f  j u s t i c e  and h o n o u r . . . .  Common i n t e r e s t  
and u t i l i t y  beget  i n f a l l i b l y  a s t a n d a r d  o f  r i g h t  
and wrong among t he  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d " . .  
(SELBY-BI GGE,  e d . ,  1975 ,  pp.  2 1 0 - 2 1 1 )

S o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  i s  a compl ex t e r m,  but  g e n e r a l l y  i t  i s  

und e r s t o o d  to mean t he v a l u e s  or  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

l e a r n ,  d u r i n g  t h e i r  u p b r i n g i n g ,  f rom p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and 

t he  c u l t u r e  around them.  Th i s  aga i n  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by our  

r e l i g i o u s  i n h e r i t a n c e .  The p o i n t  o f  m o r a l i t y  her e  i s  o f t e n
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to m a i n t a i n  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  or  t he  s t a t u s  quo and encour age  

c o n f o r m i t y .  To mi squot e  Mar x ,  m o r a l i t y  can be seen as the  

opium of  t he  p e o p l e .  A r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h i s  meani ng of  

m o r a l i t y  can cause peopl e  t o r e b e l  or  r e j e c t  m o r a l i t y ,  but  

t hey  o f t e n  do i t  in moral  t e r ms ,  or  t a l k  about  i t  as 

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t e a d .

Lukes has i d e n t i f i e d  t he  par adox in M a r x i s m' s  v i ew of  

m o r a l i t y .

"On t he  one hand i t  i s  c l a i me d  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  a 
form o f  i d e o l o g y  . . .  t h a t  t h e r e  are  no o b j e c t i v e  
t r u t h s  or  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o r a l i t y  . . .  t h a t  
Marxi sm i s opposed to a l l  m o r a l i s i n g  and r e j e c t s  
as out  o f  da t e  a l l  moral  v o c a b u l a r y .  On t he  o t h e r  
hand,  no one can f a i l  t o n o t i c e  t h a t  M a r x ' s  and 
M a r x i s t  w r i t i n g s  abound in moral  j u dgme n t s .  ( 1 9 8 5 ,  
p. 3)

Lukes r e s o l v e s  t h i s  par adox by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  Mar x i sm i s  a 

f orm of  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  i sm,  by whi ch any means j u s t i f y  t he  ends 

of  a " p e r f e c t "  s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e .

I t  i s  common, in f a c t ,  f o r  peop l e  t o deny t he  word moral  and 

use o t h e r  words in i t s  p l a c e  to mean t he  same t h i n g .  For  

e xampl e ,  a t e a c h e r  in my p i l o t  s t udy  sa i d  t h a t  e v e r y  a c t i o n  

of  hers was a p o l i t i c a l  one,  f o r  exampl e she f e l t  she ought  

not  t o use more t han her  f a i r  share  o f  t he  w o r l d ' s  r e s o u r c e s .  

So t he  ba s i s  o f  her  ' p o l i t i c a l '  s t a t e m e n t  was m o r a l ,  but  she 

di d not  r e c o g n i s e  or  a c c e p t  t h a t  i t  was.  P o l i t i c i a n s  are  

a l s o  o f t e n  accused o f  us i ng m o r a l i t y  as r h e t o r i c  to s u p p o r t  

t h e i r  own p a r t y  v i ew.
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Warnock n o t e s ,  l i k e  Hume ( l o c . c i t . )  t h a t  both i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

groups " a r e  somewhat  prone t o c o n s i d e r ,  q u i t e  s i n c e r e l y ,  i f  

s e l f - d e c e i v i n g l y ,  as r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  m o r a l i t y  what  s u i t s  

t h e ms e l v e s "  ( 1 9 7 1 ,  p.  156)

Some peopl e  base a g e n e r a l  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  m o r a l i t y  on t h i s  

f a c t .  A n t i - s o c i a l  ac t s  such as v a n d a l i s m and h o o l i g a n i s m  are  

o f t e n  c a l l e d  i mmor a l ,  because t hey  are a g a i n s t  t he  i n t e r e s t s  

of  s o c i e t y .  Th i s  appear s  t o be because f o r  some peopl e  

m o r a l i t y  i s  e n s h r i n e d  in t he  l a w,  even t he  same as t he  l aw,  

and t h e r e f o r e  b r e a k i n g  t he  law i s  i mmor a l .

An o t h e r  vi ew of  m o r a l i t y  i s  e x p r e s s e d  as beh av i ng  as o t h e r  

peopl e  e x p e c t .  The ' o t h e r  p e o p l e '  can be p a r e n t s ,  God,  

o t h e r s  in a u t h o r i t y  or  s o c i e t y  in g e n e r a l .  F a i l i n g  to do 

t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n g u i l t .  The r e  are o f  cour se  a l s o  t hose  who

t ake  t h i s  v i ew o f  m o r a l i t y  but  r e s e n t  be i ng  t o l d  by o t h e r s  

what  t hey  shoul d  do,  and t hus r e j e c t  i t  as m o r a l i s i n g ,  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  or  i n d o c t r i n a t i v e .  Ot h e r s  r e j e c t  t h i s  v i ew by 

c l a i m i n g  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  e n t i r e l y  p e r s o n a l ,  t hose  p r i n c i p l e s  

of  a c t i o n  an i n d i v i d u a l  makes up her  own mind t o f o l l o w ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e s .

For  some p e o p l e ,  m o r a l i t y  appear s  t o be l i m i t e d  t o a few 

b a s i c  r u l e s  or  i s s u e s .  W i t h i n  t he  p r i v a t e  v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  

ar e  peopl e  who see o n l y  one i ssue  or  a few i s s u e s  as moral  

ones,  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  as n o n - m o r a l .  The one most  f r e q u e n t l y  

c i t e d  i s  sexual  b e h a v i o u r .  M o r a l i t y  i s  e q u a t e d  w i t h  t he
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t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  p r e c e p t s  of  c h a s t i t y  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  

and f i d e l i t y  w i t h i n  i t .  S e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  in sexual  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  t hus v i r t u o u s .  M i d g l e y  c l a i ms  t h a t  

euphemism i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  use o f  t he  t er m m o r a l i t y ,  

because " p e op l e  woul d r a t h e r  say " mor a l "  t han " s e x u a l " ;  t h e y  

woul d r a t h e r  say " s i n "  or  " i m m o r a l i t y "  t han ment i o n  w h a t e v e r  

s p e c i a l  v a r i e t y  o f  t he  u n me n t i o n a b l e  i s  on hand a t  t he  t i m e " .  

( 1 9 8 1 ,  p.  118)  Opposed t o t h i s  v i ew t h a t  m o r a l i t y  means 

sexual  m o r a l i t y  i s  t he  v i ew of  t hose  peopl e  who e x c l u d e  

s e x u a l i t y  f rom t he  moral  domain a l t o g e t h e r .  I n economic  

a f f a i r s  some see t he  p r o f i t  mo t i v e  as immoral  w h i l e  o t h e r s  do 

no t .  Some aga i n  see t he  wor k i n g  o f  a c o u n t r y ' s  economi c or  

p o l i t i c a l  systems as n o t h i n g  t o do w i t h  m o r a l i t y  a t  a l l .  

P i a g e t  l i m i t s  t he " mor a l "  t o t he a r ea  o f  n o n - s u b s t i t u t a b l e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and r e f e r s  t o o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  as 

" j u r i d i c a l "  ( 1 9 4 5 ) .

An o t h e r  p a r t i a l  v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  i s  one whi ch see m o r a l i t y  as 

b e l o n g i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  group o f  peopl e  r a t h e r  t han t o a l l  

i n d i v i d u a l s  or  to s o c i e t y .  E t h n i c  groups w i t h i n  one s o c i e t y ,  

f o r  exampl e ,  o f t e n  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  groups  

w i t h i n  t h a t  same s o c i e t y  w i l l  not  have t he  same m o r a l i t y .  In 

w h a t e v e r  sense t h e y  use t he  word,  t he y  w i l l  c l a i m  " t h e i r  

mor a l s  are not  t he  same as o u r s " ,  w i t h  t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  

" t h e i r  mor a l s"  are i n f e r i o r .  Some f e m i n i s t s  t a l k  about  

f e m i n i s t  m o r a l i t y  and we a l s o  hear  of  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m o r a l i t y ,  

r i g h t - w i n g  m o r a l i t y  or  s o c i a l i s t  m o r a l i t y .  Each group  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t he  m o r a l i t y  of  o t h e r  groups i s  d i f f e r e n t .
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Thi s  r a i s e s  t he  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  i t  means to

q u a l i f y  t he  word m o r a l i t y  in t h i s  way.

A g a i n s t  t he  p a r t i a l  v i ew ar e  t hose  who b e l i e v e  m o r a l i t y  i s

i n h e r e n t  in l i v i n g  and goes on a l l  t he  t i m e .

"The moral  l i f e  . . . .  i s  somet hi ng t h a t  goes on
c o n t i n u a l l y ,  not  somet hi ng t h a t  i s s w i t c h e d  o f f  in 
between t he  occ ur ence  o f  e x p l i c i t  moral  c h o i c e " . .  
(MURDOCH, 1970 ,  p.  37)

In my p i l o t  s t u d y ,  a t e a c h e r  c l a i me d  t h a t  e v e r y  a c t i o n  and

e v e r y  d e c i s i o n  concer ned  m o r a l i t y ,  even d e c i d i n g  what  to e a t

f o r  b r e a k f a s t  or  what  to t hr ow in t he  d u s t b i n .

As a l r e a d y  seen w i t h  t he  use o f  words l i k e  p o l i t i c a l  in

p r e f e r e n c e  to m o r a l ,  many pe o p l e  a p p a r e n t l y  do not  r e c o g n i s e  

a s p e c i a l  c a t e g o r y  o f  " mor a l "  words.  Or ,  more a c c u r a t e l y ,  

"mor a l "  t erms seem to have a wi de r ange of  s u b t l e  meani ngs .  

' Ought '  has both i n s t r u m e n t a l  and moral  meani ngs as w e l l  as 

o t h e r s .  " I  ought  to v i s i t  my f a t h e r "  can be f o l l o w e d  by t he  

phr ase " but  I know I w o n ' t " .  Th i s  meani ng seems f a r  f rom t he  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  ' o u g h t '  d e s c r i b e d  by p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  f o r  i t

appear s  to expr ess  an excuse or  p r e t e n c e  f o r  not  a c t i n g

r a t h e r  t han a command to a c t .  Or " I  ought  to v i s i t  my

f a t h e r "  can mean " Per haps I w i l l  and per haps I w o n ' t " ,  t hus  

e x p r e s s i n g  on l y  a p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n .  The word ' s h o u l d ' ,  

a n o t h e r  " m o r a l " t e r m,  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  conf used  w i t h  ' wo u l d '  as

i f  t hese  two words have t he  same meani ng.  Ther e  a r e ,  of

c o u r s e ,  s t i l l  many peop l e  who c o n s i d e r  ought  as an i m p e r a t i v e

and t hose  who r e b e l  a g a i n s t  t h i s  i m p e r a t i v e .  Most  p e o p l e  are

c l e a r ,  t hough,  t h a t  none of  us do e v e r y t h i n g  we ought  to do.
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and most  o f  us do a g r e a t  deal  t h a t  we ought  not  to do.

The l a s t  commonsense u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  whi ch I w i l l  

d e s c r i b e  h e r e ,  ( a l t h o u g h  I may not  have c ov er ed  a l l  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s ) ,  i s  t he  one whi ch sees m o r a l i t y  p r i m a r i l y  as 

concer n f o r  o t h e r s .  Of t e n  t h i s  concer n  i s  one whi ch e x c l u d e s  

concer n f o r  t he  s e l f ,  and in i t s  ex t r e me  i s  seen in a c t s  of  

moral  cour age  or  her o i sm such as t he  s u i c i d e  of  C a p t a i n  Oates  

or  t he  a c t i o n  o f  S l o t i n  t he  n u c l e a r  p h y s i c i s t  as r e p o r t e d  by 

Bronowski  ( 1 9 7 7 ) .  I n an a c c i d e n t  a t  a n u c l e a r  l a b o r a t o r y ,  

S l o t i n  exposed h i m s e l f  to a mass i ve  and f a t a l  dose of  

r a d i o a c t i v i t y  t o save h i s  seven compani ons.  Such a l t r u i s m  i s  

r a r e ,  but  c a r i n g ,  compassi on and concer n  f o r  o t h e r s ,  whi ch  

i mp l y  an e m o t i o n a l ,  i n s t i n c t i v e  or  gut  r e s po ns e ,  a r e  n o t .  Of  

c o u r s e ,  c a r i n g  i s  und e r s t o o d  and e n a c t e d  in many ways and 

somet i mes f o r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  r e a s o n s .  To car e  f o r  and be 

a c c e p t i n g  t owar ds  o t h e r s  i s  a l s o  a p r e c e p t  o f  many r e l i g i o n s  

and a b a s i c  v a l u e  in many p s y c h o l o g i e s .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to not e  t h a t  most  o f  t hese  commonsense 

vi ews have been summar i l y  d i s mi s s e d  by two p h i l o s o p h e r s .  

Wi l son  c a l l s  them f a n t a s y  and p r e j u d i c e ,  escapes f rom the  

r e a l  w o r l d  and f rom t h i n k i n g .  He makes a p l e a  f o r  r e a s o n ,  

whi ch "does not  mean d i s r e g a r d i n g  o n e ' s  f e e l i n g s ,  but  t r y i n g  

to as s e s s ,  gu i de  or  d i r e c t  them in some c o h e r e n t  w a y " . .  He 

c o n t i n u e s ,  . . "We need . .  to t r y  t o suppr ess  our  b a s i c  f a n t a s y  

and t u r n  our  minds t o a r a t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t he  

m a t t e r " . .  ( 1 9 7 3 ,  p.  12)
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S i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a l s o  d i s mi s s e s  many o f  t hese  commonsense v i ews  

when he w r i t e s  t h a t  e t h i c s  i s  not  a s e t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n s  

concer ned w i t h  sex ,  not  an i d e a l  system whi ch i s no good in 

p r a c t i c e ,  not  i n t e l l i g i b l e  o n l y  in t erms o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and not  

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t i v e  or  s u b j e c t i v e .

In b r i e f  summary,  t he  ways o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m o r a l i t y  s e l e c t e d  

f o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  here a r e : -  i t  i s  in d e c l i n e  but  s t i l l  a l i v e ;  

an i d e a l  way o f  l i v i n g ;  r e l a t e d  t o r e l i g i o n ;  a s o c i a l  i d e a l ;  

an i n n a t e  goodness in human b e i n g s ;  mundane pr agmat i sm;  a 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a c t i o n s ;  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  v a l u e s ;  s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l ;  e x i s t i n g  l aw;  c o n f o r m i t y  to o t h e r s '  e x p e c t a t i o n s ;  a 

l i m i t e d  number o f  r u l e s ;  c o n t i n u o u s  and u n i v e r s a l ;  concer n  

f o r  o t h e r s .

Th i s  account  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  and c o n f u s e d .  

However ,  what  may be seen as c o n f u s i o n  in t he  account  

a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  t he  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t he  r e a l i t y .  D e s p i t e  

t he c o n f u s i o n  in p e o p l e ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  i t  s t i l l  seems t o be 

t he case t h a t  to be f u l l y  a person i n c l u d e s  be i ng a moral  

agent  in some sense o f  t he  word.  Ther e  i s  somet h i ng t o be 

unde r s t o od  f rom a l l  concept s  and t he  u n v e r b a l i s e d  assumpt i ons  

and i n t u i t i o n s  beh i nd them.  D e s p i t e  t he  s u r f a c e  and 

v e r b a l i s e d  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e r e  do seem t o be some shared  

meani ngs and v a l u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  human i n t e r a c t i o n s .  Some of  

t he commonsense concept s  w i l l  per haps r e c u r  in t he  moral  

p h i l o s o p h y  s e c t i o n s  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  and o t h e r  con cept s  w i l l
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s u r e l y  a r i s e .  L a t e r  in t h i s  s t u dy  t hese  i ssu es  w i l l  be 

e x p l o r e d  aga i n  when da t a  f rom t he  sampl e o f  t e a c h e r s  has been 

a n a l y s e d .

2 . 3  T he r o l e  o f  moral  p h i l o s o p h y

Moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  have s p e c i a l i s e d  in t he d e f i n i n g  and

c l a r i f y i n g  of  t he concept  o f  m o r a l i t y  and t he  moral  domai n.  

In d i s c u s s i n g  and comment i ng on t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  I emphasi se  

aga i n  t h a t  I am not  a d o p t i n g  any p a r t i c u l a r  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  

nor engagi ng  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y  m y s e l f .  My account  w i l l  not

be a compr ehens i ve  one o f  a l l  t he  moral  p o s i t i o n s

p h i l o s o p h e r s  have m a i n t a i n e d ,  but  w i l l  be s e l e c t i v e .  I t s  

pur po se ,  whi ch has a l r e a d y  been s t a t e d ,  i s to g e n e r a t e  

a d d i t i o n a l  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  my sample o f  t e a c h e r s  as 

we l l  as to i n v e s t i g a t e  t he  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  backgr ound of

Kohl  b e r g ' s  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .

Even t he  most  c u r s o r y  r e a d i n g  of  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  makes i t  

c l e a r  t h a t  t he  d i s c i p l i n e  i t s e l f  i s  in a s t a t e  o f  c o n f u s i o n ,  

w i t h  l i t t l e  consensus or  g e n e r a l  agr e e me nt .  I t  i s  a l s o

c u r r e n t l y  under  t h r e a t  o f  e x t i n c t i o n  as an academi c

d i s c i p l i n e .  Mary M i d g l e y  wr o t e  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  moral

p h i l o s o p h e r s  have " wi t h d r a wn  t h e ms e l v e s  i n t o  a d i s i n f e c t e d  

c o r n e r  as j u s t  one se t  o f  academi c  s p e c i a l i s t s  among

o t h e r s " . .  (The G u a r d i a n ,  12 August  1987)  To most  peop l e  t hey  

appear  removed f rom r e a l - l i f e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i ssues  in
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p r a c t i c e ,  and do not  j o i n  t h e i r  i n s i g h t s  w i t h  t hose  o f  o t h e r  

d i s c i p l i n e s  in t he  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t he  v e r y  essence of  t he  

human mi nd.

Moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  make two a pp e a l s  t o t he  r e a d e r .  Do my 

pr emi ses  r i n g  t r u e  t o  you,  and do my ar gument s c o n v i n c e  you? 

They t hus a t t e m p t  to pr oduce a l o g i c a l l y  c o h e r e n t  a r gument ,  

but  t h e i r  pr emi ses  are r o o t e d  in i n t u i t i o n s .  I t  i s  t hese  

i n t u i t i o n s  we s h a l l  be concer ned  w i t h  here r a t h e r  t han t he  

ar gument s .  Arguments ar e  seldom c o n v i n c i n g  f o r  t he  r e a d e r  

u n l e s s  t he  i n t u i t i o n s  t he y  a r e  based on r i n g  t r u e .  And s i nce  

t he  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  adopt ed  by p h i l o s o p h e r s  a r e ,  l i k e  

commonsense v i e w s ,  r e m a r k a b l y  r e s i s t a n t  to e x t i n c t i o n ,  t h i s  

suggest s  t h a t  t h e i r  b a s i c  i n t u i t i o n s  have v a l i d i t y .

P h i l o s o p h e r s  woul d p r o b a b l y  no t  agr ee  t h a t  t h e i r  p r emi ses  ar e  

r o o t e d  in i n t u i t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t hese  in t u r n  may be based on 

d i f f e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  and p e r s o n a l i t y .  By i n t u i t i o n  I mean a 

j udgment  or  t h o u g h t  whi ch comes t o mind w i t h  a f e e l i n g  of  

i n s i g h t .  I t  can be u n d e r s t o o d  as be i ng t he  r e s u l t  of  

unconsc i ous  c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  pr oce sses  whi ch i n t e g r a t e  

e x p e r i e n c e  and g e n e r a t e  mean i ngs .  I n t u i t i v e  t h o u g h t s  can be 

about  p e o p l e ,  a sudden f e e l i n g  o f  d i s l i k e ,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  and 

may l a t e r  be pr oved i n c o r r e c t .  Somet i mes,  however ,  

i n t u i t i o n s  have what  mi g h t  be c a l l e d  uncanny a c c u r a c y .  

Emphasis by p h i l o s o p h e r s  i s  u s u a l l y  on c on sc i ous  and r a t i o n a l  

pr ocesses  and t he  r o l e  o f  i n t u i t i o n  i s  d i s c o u n t e d .
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The f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  w i l l  deal  in t u r n  w i t h  c o n f l i c t i n g  

i ssues  or  d i c h o t o m i e s  t h a t  have a r i s e n  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y .  

These c o n f l i c t i n g  i ssues  or  d i c h o t o m i e s  are  somet i mes  

under s t ood  as c o n t i n u a  bet ween p o l a r i s e d  p o s i t i o n s .  A number  

of  t he s e  d i c h o t o mi e s  a r i s e  because many moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t he  p a s t ,  have engaged in two a c t i v i t i e s .  

They have been concer ned  t o exami ne what  i s meant  by moral  

concept s  and how t h e y  ar e  used on t h e  one hand,  and on t he  

o t h e r  have t he ms e l v e s  engaged in e x p l i c i t  or  d i s g u i s e d  moral  

p r e s c r i p t i o n .

The s e p a r a t i o n  of  t hese  i s s ue s  i s  t o some e x t e n t  a r b i t r a r y  as 

t h e r e  i s c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a p .  T h i s  i s  per haps not  

s u r p r i s i n g  s i n c e  t he  moral  l i f e  as i t  i s  l i v e d  by t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  l i k e l y  to have some i m p l i c i t  i f  not  e x p l i c i t  

coher ence  to i t .  Psychol ogy  has t a u g h t  us t h a t  most  o f  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  b e h a v i o u r  i s  not  as ' ad hoc'  as i t  mi g ht  appear  

on t he  s u r f a c e .  S e p a r a t i n g  out  t he  e l e me n t s  o f  t he  moral  

l i f e  i s  t hus bound to be an a r t i f i c i a l  con ve n i e nc e  t o e n a b l e  

t he i ssues  t o be d i s c u s s e d .

2 . 4  I s  and ought

As we saw in s e c t i o n  2 . 1 ,  and as Mack i e  p o i n t s  out  ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  i t  

i s  q u i t e  common and c o n v e n t i o n a l  f o r  pe o p l e  w i t h  s t r o n g  moral  

c o n v i c t i o n s  to r emai n o u t s i d e  t he  "moral  l anguage  game".  

Al t hough  i t  has been suggest ed  t h a t  t h e y  are t r e s p a s s i n g  i n t o
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l i n g u i s t i c s ,  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  c a r e f u l l y  debat e  t he

o r d i n a r y - s e e m i n g  words r i g h t ,  good,  o u g h t ,  s h o u l d ,  e t c .  i n a

s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o d e f i n e  why t hese  words have moral  meani ngs

as w e l l  as non- mor a l  ones.  C u p i t t ,  t he t h e o l o g i a n ,  has

r e c e n t l y  suggest ed t h a t  me t a p h y s i c s  and p h i l o s o p h y  are  dead

and o n l y  l anguage  r e ma i n s ,  because

"our  t h i n k i n g ,  our  s e l f h o o d ,  our  v e r y  h u ma n i t y ,  are  
c o n s t i t u t e d  w i t h i n  l a n g u a g e ,  in such a way t h a t  we 
have n o t h i n g  to t h i n k  o u r s e l v e s  r i g h t  out  of
l anguage  w i t h " .  ( q u o t e d  in The G u a r d i a n ,  21 
Sept ember  1987)

So,  he a r g u e s ,  a l l  t he  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  argument s over  " r e a l i t y "  

as opposed to what  we see ,  f e e l  and t h i n k  have become

p o i n t l e s s ,  . . " t h e y  have s i mp l y  d i s s o l v e d ,  v a n i s h e d ,  me l t e d  

a w a y . . " .  There  a r e ,  however ,  i n t u i t i o n s  and i deas  t h a t

p e r s i s t  be l ow,  or  w i t h o u t  l a n g u a g e .  And p h i l o s o p h e r s  mi g h t  

ar gue ,  t h a t  even i f  p h i l o s o p h y  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t h e r e  woul d s t i l l  

be t a l k  and argument  about  how we shoul d  l i v e .  So c r a t e s  d i d

not  r e c o g n i s e  a s u b j e c t  c a l l e d  p h i l o s o p h y .  As W i l l i a m s

put  i t ,  ( 1 9 8 5 )  he j u s t  t a l k e d  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  in a p l a i n

w a y .

M i d g l e y  i s  c onv i nced  o f  t he  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  an a n a l y s i s  of

moral  l a n g u a g e .  She ar gues t h a t  s i n c e  t he s e  concept s  do a

l o t  o f  wor k ,  we must  t r y  to d e f i n e  them and l ook f o r

u n d e r l y i n g  u n i t i e s .

The d i s t i n c t i o n  I c o n c e n t r a t e  on i n t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t he  one 

made by p h i l o s o p h e r s  between " i s "  and " o u g h t " ,  and t he

r e l a t e d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  bet ween " f a c t "  and " v a l u e " ,  and bet ween
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" d e s c r i p t i o n "  and " p r e s c r i p t i o n " .  In h i s  much- quot ed

pas sage ,  Hume d e s c r i b e s  how w r i t e r s  move f rom s t a t e m e n t s

j o i n e d  by " i s "  and " i s  n o t " ,  t o s t a t e m e n t s  j o i n e d  by "ought "

and " ought  n o t " .

. . " T h i s  change i s  i m p e r c e p t i b l e ;  but  i s ,  however ,  
of  t he  l a s t  consequence .  For  as t h i s  " ought "  or  
"ought  not "  e x p r e s s e s  some new r e l a t i o n  or  
a f f i r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  i t  shoul d  be 
obser ved  and e x p l a i n e d ;  and a t  t he  same t i me t h a t  
a reason shoul d  be g i v e n  f o r  what  seems 
a l t o g e t h e r  i n c o n -  c e i v a b l e ,  how t h i s  new r e l a t i o n  
can be a d e d u c t i o n  f rom o t h e r s ,  whi ch ar e  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f rom i t " . . .  ( i n  HUDSON, 1970 , p . 253)

Ther e  appear  t o be two p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s

passage .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l o g i c a l  gap bet ween a

s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a c t  and a moral  j u dgme n t .  An exampl e  mi g h t  be

t h i s .  From t he  f a c t u a l  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " t o r t u r e  causes p a i n " ,

i t  cannot  f o l l o w  t h a t  " t o r t u r e  i s  wrong" un l ess  a f u r t h e r

pr emi ss  i s  a s s e r t e d  "we ought  not  to cause o t h e r  peopl e

pain" .

P h i l o s o p h e r s  have t r i e d  to show t h a t  t h i s  l o g i c a l  gap can be 

c l o s e d .  Hudson' s  exampl e i s  not  a v e r y  good one.  Hi s  

s t a t e m e n t s  ar e  "x i s  in t he  common i n t e r e s t "  and "x t h e r e f o r e  

ought  t o be done" .  I am not  sur e  t h a t  "x i s  in t he  common 

i n t e r e s t "  i s ,  as he c l a i m s ,  a f a c t ;  i t  seems i t s e l f  t o be a 

moral  j udgment .  One mi g h t  a l s o  sug ges t  t h a t  t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  

of  t he  ne c e s s a r y  i n t e r v e n i n g  s e n t e n c e  i s  t h e r e ,  i f  not  

e x p l i c i t l y  e x p r e s s e d .  Peopl e  seldom exp r e s s  a l l  t he  l o g i c a l  

l i n k s  in t h e i r  c ha i ns  of  t h o u g h t ,  f o r ,  as ment i o ne d  e a r l i e r ,  

l o g i c a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  i f  any i s  o f t e n  f a r  bel ow consc i ous
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e x p r e s s i o n  and shar ed v a l u e s  a r e  o f t e n  assumed not  to need 

s p e l l i n g  o u t .

Hare not es ( 1 9 6 3 )  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  moral  words whose 

p r e s c r i p t i v e  meani ng i s secondar y  t o  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  l i k e  

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  honest  and c o u r a g e o u s .  As w e l l  as be i ng  

d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  t hese  words i mp l y  a commendat i on whi ch i s

p r e s c r i p t i v e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t he y  i mp l y  t h a t  i t  i s  good to be 

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  honest  and cou r a geous .  "Good" i s  d e s c r i b e d  by 

Hare as a p r i ma r y  e v a l u a t i v e  word.

Most  p h i l o s o p h e r s  appear  t o a c c e p t  Hume's p o i n t  and i t  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d  t he  " n a t u r a l i s t i c  f a l l a c y "  in t h i s  f i r s t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The second i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c l a i ms  t he  

o p p o s i t e  v i e w ,  i . e .  t h a t  Hume saw t he l o g i c a l  gap between

" i s "  and "ought "  but  f i l l e d  i t  w i t h  t he  i dea  t h a t  moral

j udgment s  were s t a t e m e n t s  o f  f a c t  ( H u n t e r ,  1963)  or  t h a t  t he  

i n f e r e n c e  made f rom " i s "  to " ought "  was a r e a s o n a b l e  one 

( M a c I n t y r e ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  I t  seems t h a t  Hume h i m s e l f  r a i s e d  t he  

q u e s t i o n  about  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween " i s "  and " ought "  but  

does not  g i v e  a c l e a r  answer  to i t ,  t hus l e a v i n g  a l l

subsequent  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  f r e e  t o engage in what  one of  

them has c a l l e d  t h i s  " d e l i c i o u s  a r gume n t " .

We may c o n c l u d e ,  however ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o c l e a r  

t h i n k i n g  t o be aware of  t he  obv i ous  c o n f u s i o n  bet ween

s t a t e m e n t s  of  f a c t ,  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  v a l u e  and t hose  whi ch are  

b o t h .  Those whi ch a r e  both ar e  v e r b a l  s h o r t h a n d  f o r  an
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assumpt i on  o f  shar ed meani ng or  v a l u e s ,  wh e t h e r  t hey  are  

" ought "  s t a t e m e n t s  or  n o t .  For  exa mpl e ,  when asked why 

s t e a l i n g  i s  wrong,  peopl e  commonly say because i t  i s  a g a i n s t  

t he l aw.  They ar e  assuming here a moral  j u d g me n t ,  shared by 

t he  l i s t e n e r ,  t h a t  i t  i s  wrong t o d i sobe y  t he  l aw.  So both  

t hese  " i s "  s t a t e m e n t s  have i m p l i e d  moral  j udgment s  in them.

Kant  v i ewed a l l  " ought "  s t a t e m e n t s  as i m p e r a t i v e s  or  commands 

but  he d i v i d e d  them i n t o  two k i nds  whi ch he c a l l e d  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  h y p o t h e t i c a l  and c a t e g o r i c a l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

w h e t h e r  t he  i dea  was a p r u d e n t i a l  or  i n s t r u m e n t a l  one,  or  a 

moral  i m p e r a t i v e  or  d u t y .  P r i c h a r d  ( 1 9 5 0 )  p o i n t s  out  t h a t  

t he  grounds of  " ought "  s t a t e m e n t s  can o n l y  be a s c e r t a i n e d  

f rom t he  c o n t e x t ,  so t h a t  when t o l d  f o r  exampl e  t h a t  we ought  

n ever  to d r i v e  a hard b a r g a i n ,  we cannot  t e l l  wh e t h e r  t he  

i m p e r a t i v e  i s c a t e g o r i c a l  or  h y p o t h e t i c a l  u n l e s s  we know t he  

r eason t he  spe aker  has i n mi nd.  Ther e  ar e  per haps some of  

our  own "ought "  s t a t e m e n t s  whi ch mi ght  be bot h c a t e g o r i c a l  

and h y p o t h e t i c a l ,  I woul d s u g g e s t .  For  exa mpl e ,  " I  ought  to 

get  up e a r l y "  mi ght  be on grounds o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  my h e a l t h  as 

w e l l  as my dut y  to ca r e  f o r  a d i s t r e s s e d  c h i l d .

Hare c l a i ms  t h a t  a l l  ' o u g h t '  s t a t e m e n t s  ar e  p r e s c r i p t i v e .  

When he f i r s t  began to work in moral  p h i l o s o p h y  in t he  

n i n e t e e n - f o r t i e s ,  e mo t i v i s m was a domi nant  t h e o r y  and i t  

appear ed  to put  m o r a l i t y  beyond r e a s o n .  Hare s e t  h i m s e l f  to  

p r o v i d e  a t h e o r y  based on r easoned argument  i n l anguage  w i t h  

a l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  He says t h e r e  ar e  f o u r  n e c e s s a r y
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i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  moral  a r gument .  ( 1 9 6 3 ,  pp.  9 2 - 9 7 )  These ar e  

a)  a l o g i c a l  f ramewor k  p r o v i d e d  by p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  and 

u n i v e r s a l i s a b i l i t y ,  b ) an appeal  to t he  f a c t s  o f  t he  case ,  c)  

an appeal  t o t he  i n c l i n a t i o n  and i n t e r e s t  o f  t hose  i n v o l v e d  

and d) an appeal  to t he  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  i . e .  p u t t i n g  o n e s e l f  i n  

someone e l s e ' s  p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s  not  a p p r o p r i a t e  her e  t o  go 

i n t o  g r e a t  d e t a i l  on H a r e ' s  t h e o r i e s  and t he  c r i t i c i s m s  of  

t hem.  However ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o be c l e a r  what  he means by 

a) above,  a l o g i c a l  f r amewor k  p r o v i d e d  by p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  and 

u n i v e r s a l i s a b i l i t y .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  he c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  bot h s t a t e m e n t s  o f  f a c t  and 

s t a t e m e n t s  o f  v a l u e  are uni  v e r s a i i s a b l e ,  t h a t  i s ,  

uni  v e r s a i i s a b i l i t y  i s  not  a f e a t u r e  of  moral  j udgment s  a l o n e ,  

i t  i s  a l s o  a f e a t u r e  of  d e s c r i p t i v e  j udgment s .  But  

s t a t e m e n t s  o f  f a c t  are not  p r e s c r i p t i v e  because t he y  do not  

e n t a i l  i m p e r a t i v e s ,  or  e v a l u a t i v e  commendat i ons as moral  

j udgment s  do.  In maki ng moral  j udgment s  we are p r e s c r i b i n g .  

To say t h a t  moral  j u dgme nt s ,  and i ndeed a l l  ought  j u d g me n t s ,  

are p r e s c r i p t i v e  i s  not  to say t h a t  t h e y  ar e  i m p e r a t i v e s ,  but  

t h a t  t h e y  e n t a i l  i m p e r a t i v e s .  In say i ng  " C a p i t a l  pun i shment  

ought  t o be a b o l i s h e d " ,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  I commi t  m y s e l f  t o  

a b o l i s h i n g  i t  i n so f a r  as t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  open t o me.  

Th i s  j udgment  has t he  f u r t h e r  f e a t u r e  o f  u n i v e r s a l i s a b i l i t y  

because o t h e r s  who a c c e p t  i t ,  w i l l  commi t  t h e ms e l v e s  

s i mmi 1 a r l y .
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One mi g h t  wonder  here  whe t he r  H a r e ' s  v i ew of  t he  ave r age

human b e i n g ' s  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  commi tment  to l o g i c  and reason i s  

not  r a t h e r  o p t i m i s t i c .  I n h i s  d e s i r e ,  per haps even hi s

p a s s i o n a t e  d e s i r e ,  t o  c o u n t e r  t he  c l a i ms  o f  e m o t i v i s m .  Hare

appear s  t o f o r g e t  t h a t  humans are c r e a t u r e s  of  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  

f e e l i n g  and unconsc i ous  mo t i v e s  as w e l l  as r e a s o n .  Th i s  w i l l  

be d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  in t he  s e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  on t he  t e n s i o n  

between t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y .

The v i ews o f  Hare are not  acc e p t e d  by M a c I n t y r e ,  who d e n i e s  

t h a t  moral  u t t e r a n c e s  ar e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  and u n i v e r s a l i s a b l e .  

He wr i t es

"we t e l l  t he  t r u t h  and keep pr omi ses  most  o f  t he  
t i me  because i t  does not  occur  t o us t o do 
o t h e r w i s e . . .  maxims do not  gu i de  us because we do 
not  need t o  be g u i d e d . "  ( 1 9 7 0 ,  p.  37)

M a c I n t y r e  c l a i ms  t h a t  t he  s t a t e m e n t  "x ought  to do y " can

mean many o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f o r  exampl e i t  can be an e x p r e s s i o n

of  i n d i g n a t i o n  or  o t h e r  e mo t i o n ,  t he  g i v i n g  o f  a d v i c e ,  or  t he

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  commands,  e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  p e r s u a s i o n  or  o ne ' s  own

p r i n c i p l e s .  Ther e  ar e  a l s o ,  I woul d s u g g e s t ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  such as p r o j e c t i o n  or  o t h e r  d e f e n c e  mechani sms.

Th i s  s e c t i o n  has d i s c u s s e d ,  b r i e f l y ,  t he  d i s a g r e e me n t s  among 

p h i l o s o p h e r s  over  moral  wor ds ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  t he  word

' o u g h t ' .  I t  i s  per haps wor t h  addi ng t he v i ew o f  Ki t wood

( 1 9 8 7 )  t h a t  ought  o r i g i n a t e d  in t he  r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  of

k n i g h t s  and s e r f s  in medi eva l  f e u d a l i s m ,  but  t h a t  t h i s  has

been f o r g o t t e n  and . . " a f t e r  200 y e a r s  or  more of  d i s c o u r s e  

. . .  t he  moral  ought  has a c q u i r e d  a v i r t u a l l y  t r a n s c e n d e n t
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s t a t u s " . .  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  wh e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a l i n g u i s t i c  p o i n t  -  

d e r i v i n g  " ought "  f rom "owe" or  a s u b s t a n t i v e  p o i n t ,  thus

s a y i ng  in e f f e c t  t h a t  "ought "  o r i g i n a t e s  f rom c o n t r a c t u a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  e . g .  I owe t he  k i ng a l l e g i a n c e .  But  t h i s  i dea

of  ought  as a l e f t - o v e r  met aphor  appear s  to be a novel  one,

and i t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see i t  dev e l o ped  f u r t h e r .

Ther e  i s  enough consensus t h a t  " ought "  i s  a moral  con cept  in  

some a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  usage to agr ee  in ge n e r a l  w i t h  H a r e ' s  

comment . .  "So when we ' f l e x '  our  moral  wor ds,  we have  

r e g a r d ,  not  me r e l y  to m a t t e r s  o f  mere c o n v e n i e nc e  in

c ommuni c a t i on ,  but  t o s u b s t a n t i a l  q u e s t i o n s  of  m o r a l i t y " . .  

( 1 9 6 3 ,  p.  29)

2 . 5  Reason and s e n t i m e n t

T h i s  s e c t i o n  on t he  t e n s i o n  between r e a s o n i n g  or  t h i n k i n g  and

f e e l i n g  in m o r a l i t y  beg i ns  w i t h  a r e t u r n  t o Hume, who s t a t e d

t he  pr obl em as f o l l o w s .

" c o n c e r n i n g  t he  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  M o r a l s ;  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
be d e r i v e d  f rom Reason or  f rom S e n t i m e n t ;  w h e t h e r  
we a t t a i n  Knowl edge of  them by a cha i n  o f  argument  
and i n d u c t i o n ,  or  by an i mmedi a t e  f e e l i n g  and 
f i n e r  i n t e r n a l  s ense" .  ( i n  SELBY-BIGGE,  L . ,  1975 ,  
p. 170)

The i ssue  i s  whe t he r  moral  j udgment  i s  e n t i r e l y  or  p r i m a r i l y  

a m a t t e r  o f  r eason or  o f  f e e l i n g ,  or  whe t h e r  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  

i s  i r r e l e v a n t  because t h e r e  i s  never  one w i t h o u t  t he  o t h e r .  

A ma j o r  pr obl em in pos i ng such a d i chot omy in t he  f i r s t  p l a c e  

i s  t he  a m b i g u i t y  a t t a c h e d  to bot h wor ds .  Reason can be
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u nd e r s t o od  as t i g h t l y  o r g a n i s e d  l o g i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  as " h a v i n g  

r e a s o n s " ,  whe t h e r  t he y  are good or  bad ones,  and as j u s t  

t h i n k i n g  o f  any k i n d .  F e e l i n g  can a l s o  be u nd er s t o od  in  

s e v e r a l  ways.  For  e xa mpl e ,  i t  can be a p as s i n g  mood,  a more 

e n d u r i n g  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  an i n t u i t i o n ,  a " gut "  r e a c t i o n  or  an 

a t t i t u d e .  In t he  i n f o r m a l  s u r v e y ,  63% of  peop l e  d i s a g r e e d  

and o n l y  24% agr eed t h a t  we shoul d r e l y  on our  i n t u i t i v e  gut  

f e e l i n g  in m a t t e r s  o f  m o r a l i t y .

A r i s t o t l e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  d e s i r e  or  f e e l i n g  shoul d f o l l o w  

r e a s o n .

" S i nc e  moral  v i r t u e  i s  a s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  
concer ned w i t h  c h o i c e ,  and c h o i c e  i s d e l i b e r a t e  
d e s i r e ,  t h e r e f o r e  both t he  r e a s o n i n g  must  be t r u e  
and t he  d e s i r e  r i g h t ,  i f  t he  c h o i c e  i s  t o be good,  
and t he  l a t t e r  must  pur sue j u s t  what  t he  f o r me r  
a s s e r t s " . .  (NICOMACHEAN ETHICS V I . 2 . )

Hume wr o t e  t h a t  t he  ar gument s on each s i d e  were so p l a u s i b l e

t h a t  he was apt  to sus pec t  t h a t  " r easo n  and s e n t i m e n t  concur

in a l mos t  a l l  moral  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  and c o n c l u s i o n s " .

(SELBY-BI GGE,  1975 ,  p. 172)  However ,  he conc l udes  t h a t

a l t h o u g h  r eason apprehends a l l  t he  f a c t s  and c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,

" t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  or  blame whi ch t hen  ensues cannot  
be t he  work o f  t he  j udgme nt ,  but  o f  t he  h e a r t ;  and 
i s not  a s p e c u l a t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  or  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  
but  an a c t i v e  f e e l i n g  or  s e n t i m e n t " . .  ( i b i d .  
p. 2 9 0 . )

Thus,  a l t h o u g h  Hume agr ees  w i t h  A r i s t o t l e  t h a t  bot h r eason  

and f e e l i n g  are i n v o l v e d  in moral  j u d g me n t ,  he has a 

d i f f e r e n t  emphas i s .  F e e l i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  and more i m p o r t a n t  

t han r e a s o n .  Reason i s ,  and ought  o n l y  t o  be,  t he s l a v e  o f  

t he  p a s s i o n s .
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Hume's c l a i ms  were den i e d  by a number o f  subsequent

p h i l o s o p h e r s  who were per haps i n f l u e n c e d  by t he  e i g h t e e n t h

c e n t u r y  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  in t h e i r  s u p por t  of  r e a s o n .  For emost

among them was Ka n t ,  who p o s i t e d  an ' a p r i o r i '  c o n n e c t i o n

between t he  moral  l aw and a r a t i o n a l  w i l l .

. . " A l l  moral  concept s  have t h e i r  s e a t  and o r i g i n  
in reason c o m p l e t e l y  a p r i o r i ,  and i ndeed in t he  
most  o r d i n a r y  human reason j u s t  as much as in the  
most  h i g h l y  s p e c u l a t i v e :  t he y  cannot  be
a b s t r a c t e d  f rom any e m p i r i c a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e
me r e l y  c o n t i n g e n t ,  knowl edge .  In t h i s  p u r i t y  of  
t h e i r  o r i g i n  i s  t o be f ound t h e i r  v e r y  w o r t h i n e s s  
to ser ve  as supreme p r a c t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s " . . .
( t r a n s .  PATON, 1948 ,  p . 75)

For  " o n l y  r eason can r e c o g n i s e  as i t s  h i g h e s t  p r a c t i c a l

f u n c t i o n  t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a good w i l l " . . .  ( i b i d . ,  p . 62)

Th i s  appear s  to mean t h a t  t he  consequence o f  be i ng r a t i o n a l

is a l ways good.  I n o t h e r  words i f  human be i ngs  were

c o n s t a n t l y  and f u l l y  r a t i o n a l  t hey  cou l d  not  do a n y t h i n g

o t h e r  t han t he  good.  Doing good i s  be i ng r a t i o n a l .  Kant

dev e l oped  t h i s  i n t o  h i s  concept  o f  t he c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e

a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d .

"The w i l l  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  good i f  i t  cannot  be e v i l
t h a t  i s ,  i f  i t s  maxim,  when made i n t o  a

u n i v e r s a l  l aw,  can never  be in c o n f l i c t  w i t h
i t s e l f " . ,  ( i b i d . ,  p.  98)

The e m o t i v i s t  v i ew as e x p r e s s e d  in t he  work o f  St evenson

( 1 9 4 4 )  and o t h e r s  appear s  to t h r e a t e n  t he  v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  as

r a t i o n a l .  St evenson argued t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n a

moral  j udgment  bet ween 1) what  i s  s a i d ,  or  assumed to be t he

f a c t s  o f  t he  s i t u a t i o n  under  j udgment  and 2)  t he  p o s i t i v e  or

n e g a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  whi ch i s  p l a c e d  upon t hose  f a c t s .  Thus

moral  j udgment s  ar e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a t t i t u d e  and t h e i r  ma j or
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use i s  to c r e a t e  an i n f l u e n c e  on o t h e r s ,  to per suade  them t o  

ag r e e .  S t e v e n s o n ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  " a t t i t u d e "  i s  a 

d i s p o s i t i o n  to a c t  in c e r t a i n  ways and e x p e r i e n c e  c e r t a i n  

f e e l i n g s .  Th i s  has been c r i t i c i s e d  by o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h e r s  who 

c l a i m  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  ar e  more to do w i t h  b e l i e f s  t han  

e mo t i o n s .  However ,  i t  seems t r u e  t o  say t h a t  peopl e  o f t e n  

p r e s e n t  moral  s i t u a t i o n s  t o t h e ms e l v e s  or  o t h e r s  in h i g h l y

e mot i o na l  l anguage  and w i t h  much p a s s i o n .  As P e t e r s  has 

p o i n t e d  out  . . " A d h e r e n c e  t o p r i n c i p l e s  i s  a p a s s i o n a t e

b u s i n e s s " . .  ( 1 9 7 0 ,  p.  55)

Ot h e r  e m o t i v i s t s  such as Ayer  have s a i d  moral  j udgment s  do

expr e ss  emot i ons  but  have d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t he  t h e o r y  f rom

s u b j e c t i v i s m ,  whi ch l a t t e r  v i ew mi g ht  c l a i m  t h a t  "X i s good"

means " I  l i k e  X " .

"We r e j e c t  t he s u b j e c t i v i s t  v i ew t h a t  t o  c a l l  an 
a c t i o n  r i g h t ,  or  a t h i n g  good,  i s  to say t h a t  i t  
i s g e n e r a l l y  approved o f ,  because i t  i s not  
s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  to a s s e r t  t h a t  some a c t i o n s  
whi ch a r e  g e n e r a l l y  approved o f  a r e  not  r i g h t ,  or  
t h a t  some t h i n g s  whi ch ar e  g e n e r a l l y  appr oved of  
are not  g o o d " . .  ( 1 9 4 6 ,  p.  104)

Emot i v i sm must  a l s o  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom t he  r e l a t i v i s t

v i e w ,  whi ch in i t s  most  ex t r eme  f o r m,  a s s e r t s  t h a t  w h a t e v e r

anyone appr oves o f  i s good.  I t  can a l s o  be seen as d i f f e r e n t

f r om,  t hough connect ed  t o ,  t he  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  of  N i e t z s c h e ,

who saw . . " human be i ngs  who a r e  new,  u n i q u e ,  i n c o m p a r a b l e ,

who g i v e  t he ms e l v e s  l a ws ,  who c r e a t e  t h e m s e l v e s " . .  ( i n

MACINTYRE,  1981 ,  p. 266)
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Mary Warnock f e e l s  t h a t  moral  p o s i t i o n s  cannot  be d i v o r c e d

f rom deep f e e l i n g s .

. . " A  l o t  o f  t he  p o s i t i o n s  cou l d  be c r i t i c i s e d  as 
i r r a t i o n a l ,  but  I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  cou l d  
not  e x i s t  a t  a l l  u n l e s s  p a r t l y  based on moral
s e n t i m e n t " . .  ( I n t e r v i e w  in Sunday Ti mes ,  24 June ,
1984)  .

M a c I n t y r e  c r i t i c i s e s  bot h e mo t i v i s m and e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  as 

e t h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  because t he y  r educe  moral  j udgment  to

per so na l  p r e f e r e n c e  and ar e  t he  cause o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  he 

bl ames f o r  t he  moral  d e c l i n e  in our  s o c i e t y .

To r e t u r n ,  however ,  to p h i l o s o p h e r s  who,  l i k e  Ka n t ,  s u p p o r t  

t he  c l a i ms  of  r e a s o n ,  f o r  exampl e Rawls ( 1 9 7 1 )  and Ha r e .  

Reason i s  t he  means by whi ch Rawl s '  p r i n c i p l e s  of  j u s t i c e  are  

r e a c h e d ,  and once r e a c h e d ,  he c o n s i d e r s  e v e r y  r a t i o n a l  and

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  person woul d a s s e n t  to them.  Ha r e ,  as s t a t e d  

in t he p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  e t h i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  

p r e s c r i b e  c e r t a i n  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  and t hus gu i de  human 

c o n duc t .  Ther e  must  t h e r e f o r e  be reason whi ch i s  a b l e  to  

u n i v e r s a l i s e  a moral  p r i n c i p l e  to a l l  l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  

cas es .  We w i l l  see in Ch a p t e r  3 how Kohl  berg has f o l l o w e d  

Rawls and t he  r a t i o n a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  in h i s  t h e o r y  o f  t he  

o n t o g e n e s i s  o f  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g .  G e w i r t h  i s  a n o t h e r  

i n f l u e n t i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r  who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  agent s  are  

bot h r a t i o n a l  and p u r p o s i v e ,  ( t h e  p u r p o s i v e n e s s  i n c l u d e s  

d e s i r e )  t he  " u l t i m a t e  j u s t i f i c a n s "  o f  m o r a l i t y  i s  r eason  

( 1978)  .
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Warnock appear s  to a g r e e ,  a l t h o u g h  he suggest s  t h a t  we ar e

r a t i o n a l  be i ngs  o n l y  in a l i m i t e d  s ense ,  namel y

. . " t h a t  one i s a b l e  to a c h i e v e  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of  t he  s i t u a t i o n s  in whi ch one may be p l a c e d ,  t o  
e n v i s a g e  a l t e r n a t i v e  cour ses  o f  a c t i o n  in t h e s e  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  to gr asp and wei gh c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  
or  a g a i n s t  t he s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and to a c t
a c c o r d i n g l y " . .  ( 1 9 7 1 ,  p.  144)

but  t h a t  in t h i s  l i m i t e d  sense i t  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  o f

the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  o ne ' s  doi ngs  o f  moral  p r i n c i p l e s .

Kant  and Hare appear  to see r eason as a f a c u l t y  used by each

i n d i v i d u a l  to work out  or  keep t o  c e r t a i n  r u l e s  or

p r i n c i p l e s .  G a u t h i e r ,  w h i l e  a l s o  a d v o c a t i n g  r eason as

c e n t r a l  to m o r a l i t y ,  sees i t  as o p e r a t i n g  in g r o u p s ,  as a

p r i n c i p l e  o f  r a t i o n a l  agr eement

. . " We s h a l l  de f end t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  of  
m o r a l i t y  as a r a t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t  on t he  p u r s u i t  
of  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t " . . .  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p.  2)

But  t h i s  m o r a l i t y  o f  r a t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t  i s  a s o c i a l l y  agr eed

one,  a b a r g a i n i n g  or  c o n t r a c t a r i a n  t h e o r y  o f  m o r a l s .  Th i s

i d e a ,  he says ,  i s  a new one.

" M o r a l i t y  i s  t hus g i ven  a sure g r oun d i n g  in a weak 
and w i d e l y  acc e p t e d  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  p r a c t i c a l  
r a t i o n a l i t y .  No a l t e r n a t i v e  a cc ount  o f  m o r a l i t y  
a c c ompl i she s  t h i s " . . .  ( i b i d . ,  p.  17)

Th i s  appear s  not  too f a r  removed f rom D u r k h e i m' s  s t a n c e .

More o f  G a u t h i e r ' s  s o c i a l  acc ount  w i l l  be g i v e n  l a t e r  in t he

s e c t i o n  on t he  t e n s i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l

m o r a l i t y .

M i d g l e y  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t he  d i s p u t e  i s  a p o i n t l e s s  one.

. . " B r i t i s h  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  f rom t he  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  on has oc c up i e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  a d i s p u t e  about
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whe t h e r  m o r a l i t y  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  r eason or  f e e l i n g ,  
i g n o r i n g  t he  obv i ous  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  b o t h " .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  
pp.  4 - 5 )

But  she goes on t o p o i n t  out  t h a t  when f e e l i n g  f a i l s ,  we 

cannot  a c t  a t  a l l  . . "When i t  does f a i l ,  as in cases of  

e x t r eme apa t hy  and d e p r e s s i o n ,  peopl e  s t op a c t i n g " . ,  ( i b i d . ,  

p. 3)  Thus she appear s  to suggest  t h a t  f e e l i n g  p l a y s  t he  

maj or  p a r t  in moral  r e a s o n i n g  and a c t i o n .

Bambrough r e t u r n s  to A r i s t o t l e ,  w i t h  whom we a l s o  began t h i s

s e c t i o n ,  and r e p e a t s  h i s  concept s  o f  r a t i o n a l  a p p e t i t e  and

a p p e t i t i v e  r e a s on .  A r i s t o t l e ,  he says ,  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  a

human be i ng i s  an i n d i s s o l u b l e  compound o f  r eason and d e s i r e ,

and n e i t h e r  one shoul d  have p r e f e r e n c e  over  t he  o t h e r .  He

c onc l udes  t h a t  we a r e  not  f o r c e d  to g i v e  an account  o f  moral

c h o i c e  and a c t i o n  e i t h e r  e x c l u s i v e l y  in t er ms of  ' a r gume n t

and i n d u c t i o n '  or  w h o l l y  in t erms of  ' f e e l i n g  and i n t e r n a l

s e n s e ' ,  and t h a t  p h i l o s o p h e r s  agr ee  on t h i s  more t han one

woul d e x p e c t .

"We ar e  r a t i o n a l  a n i m a l s ,  c r e a t u r e s  compos i t e  of  
mind and body,  and our  t h o ught s  as w e l l  as our  
f e e l i n g s  must  be g i ven  t he  s c o p e " . .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p.  147)

We have f o l l o w e d  a r a t h e r  t o r t u o u s  r o u t e  t h r ough  t he  deb a t e  

on reason ver sus  emot i on in m o r a l i t y ,  and have seen t h a t  some 

p h i l o s o p h e r s  s up p o r t  e n t i r e l y  r eason and some m a i n l y  r e a s o n ,  

w h i l e  o t h e r s  endor se  emot i on or  m a i n l y  e mo t i o n .  Ye t  a n o t h e r  

group f i n d  them i n s e p a r a b l e  f rom each o t h e r .  None o f  them 

l ook  t o psy cho l ogy  or  p h y s i o l o g y  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  a l t h o u g h  bot h  

d i s c i p l i n e s  have much to o f f e r .  Both a r e  c l e a r  t h a t
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c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t  are i n t e r r e l a t e d .  A f f e c t  can cause  

commi tment  t o a moral  v a l u e ;  i t  can a l s o  weaken commi tment .  

I n t he  b r a i n  t he  c o r t i c a l  system i s  i n e x t r i c a b l y  bound up 

w i t h  t he  aut onomi c  ner vous syst em.  In c o n v e r s a t i o n  peopl e  

f r e q u e n t l y  use ' I f e e l '  to mean ' I t h i n k ' .  P h i l o s o p h e r s  and 

t he  r e s t  o f  us who c o n c e p t u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i n k i n g  f rom 

f e e l i n g  t h e r e f o r e  appear  to be s e p a r a t i n g  what  i s  in p r a c t i c e  

i n s e p a r a b l e .

I g i v e  t he  l a s t  word to N a g e l .  I t  i s  one o f  u n c e r t a i n t y .

. . I  b e l i e v e  one shoul d  t r u s t  pr obl ems ove r  
s o l u t i o n s ,  i n t u i t i o n  over  a r gumen t s ,  and p l u r a l 
i s t i c  d i s c o r d  over  s y s t e m a t i c  h a r mo ny " . .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  
p. x)

2 . 6  Ends and means

An o t h e r  a r ea  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  between  

what  has t e c h n i c a l l y  been c a l l e d  t he  t e l e o l o g i c a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  and t he  n o n - t e l e o l o g i c a l  or  

d e o n t o l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y .  T h i s  i s  t he  

b r o a d e s t  d i v i s i o n  i n v a l u e  t h e o r y ,  around t he  f undament a l  

i s s u e  of  means ver sus  ends.

The concer n  in t he  t e l e o l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  consequences .  Ther e  i s f i r s t  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

t he  good and t hen a n y t h i n g  t h a t  l eads  t o t h i s  good i s  d e f i n e d  

as r i g h t .  Th i s  t ype  of  t h e o r y  can be s u b d i v i d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t he  ways in whi ch t he  good i s  d e f i n e d .  A h e d o n i s t  c l a i ms  

t h a t  p l e a s u r e  i s  t he  o n l y  good but  may see p l e a s u r e  as e i t h e r
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s p i r i t u a l  or  p h y s i c a l .  P l e a s u r e  may a l s o  be seen as r e l i e f  

f rom s u f f e r i n g .  Both Bentham and M i l l  wer e  h e d o n i s t s  as we l l  

as u t i l i t a r i a n s  a l t h o u g h  Bentham s t r e s s e d  t he  q u a n t i t y  of  

happ i ne ss  and M i l l  t he  q u a l i t y  o f  h app i ne ss  (BOYCE and 

JENSEN,  1 9 7 8 ) .

The t h e s i s  of  t he  u t i l i t a r i a n  i s  t h a t  good shoul d  be sou ght ,  

and i t  i s  o n e ' s  moral  o b l i g a t i o n  t o a c t  i n ways whi ch al ways  

promot e t he  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  amount  o f  good.  In o r d e r  t o do 

t h i s ,  r u l e - u t i l i t a r i a n s  adopt  r u l e s ,  and a c t - u t i l i t a r i  ans ar e  

concer ned  w i t h  t he  u t i l i t y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t s .  Ther e  are  

a l s o  l i m i t e d  u t i l i t a r i a n s  who emphasi se  ma x i mi s i n g  t he  good 

f o r  o n l y  one s p e c i f i e d  group o f  p e o p l e .  Th i s  i n f a c t  

d e s c r i b e s  t he  moral  t h i n k i n g  o f  many p e o p l e ,  f o r  exampl e  

t hose  who c o n f i n e  m o r a l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own f a m i l y  or  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o n .  Ot her s  who t a k e  a l l  peo p l e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  can 

t hus be c a l l e d  u n i v e r s a l  u t i l i t a r i a n s .

M i l l  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  r e a s o n i n g ;

. . " W h e t h e r  happ i ne ss  be or  be not  t he  end t o whi ch  
m o r a l i t y  shoul d  be r e f e r r e d  - t h a t  i t  shoul d  be
r e f e r r e d  t o an end o f  some s o r t ,  and not  l e f t  i n
t he  domi ni on o f  vague f e e l i n g  or  i n e x p l i c a b l e  
i n t e r n a l  c o n v i c t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  be made a m a t t e r  o f  
reason and c a l c u l a t i o n ,  and not  me r e l y  o f
s e n t i m e n t ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to t he  v e r y  i de a  o f  moral  
p h i l o s o p h y " . ,  ( q u o t e d  in FLEW, 1971 ,  p . 116)

S p i r i t u a l  p l e a s u r e ,  however  t h a t  mi g h t  be d e f i n e d ,  i s t he

goal  or  pur pose o f  m o r a l i t y  in many r e l i g i o n s .  Thus,  w i t h i n

a r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t  m o r a l i t y  t ends  t o be u n d e r s t o o d  in a

t e l e o l o g i c a l  way.  Ther e  i s ,  however ,  a d e o n t o l o g i c a l  a spec t

to t he  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on m o r a l i t y  s i n c e  t he  a c t i o n s
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s a i d  t o l e a d  to s p i r i t u a l  p l e a s u r e  ar e  a l s o  s a i d  t o be

i n t r i n s i c a l l y  good or  r i g h t .

A n o n - h e d o n i s t  v a l u e s  somet hi ng o t h e r  t han p l e a s u r e  as t he  

o n l y  good.  A r i s t o t l e ,  f o r  exampl e ,  v a l u e d  h a p p i n e s s ,

r e ma r k i n g  t h a t  o n l y  "men of  t he  most  v u l g a r  t y p e  i d e n t i f y  t he  

good or  h a p p i n e s s ,  w i t h  p l e a s u r e " . .  ( NICHOMACHEAN ETHICS 1 : 5 )  

Hi s d e f i n i t i o n  o f  happi ness  i s  "an a c t i v i t y  o f  soul  in 

accor dance  w i t h  p e r f e c t  v i r t u e " . ,  and by v i r t u e  he means " not  

t h a t  o f  t he  body but  o f  t he  s o u l " .  ( i b i d . ,  1 : 1 3 )  V i r t u e  of  

t he  soul  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  and moral  

v i r t u e s .  The p r a c t i c e  o f  t hese  v i r t u e s  i s  j u s t i f i e d  because  

i t  l e a ds  to h a p p i n e s s .

An ot h e r  c a t e g o r y  o f  t e l e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  i s  egoi sm.  The

e t h i c a l  e g o i s t  i s  one who d e t e r mi n e s  t he  moral  r i g h t n e s s  o f

an ac t  in t e r ms ,  not  o f  t he  a c t ,  but  o f  i t s  consequences f o r  

h i m s e l f  or  h e r s e l f .  The end whi ch i s  sought  i s o n e ' s  own 

good,  and t h i s  may mean i g n o r i n g  t he  good o f  o t h e r s .

However ,  to do t h i n g s  in o ne ' s  own i n t e r e s t s  i s  not

n e c e s s a r i l y  t o be s e l f i s h  and u n k i n d .  I t  can be in o ne ' s  own

i n t e r e s t s  and l e a d  t o o ne ' s  own good to do t h i n g s  f o r  o t h e r s .  

Rand ( 1 9 6 4 )  however ,  suggest s  t h a t  in any c a s e ,  i t  i s  r i g h t  

to put  o u r s e l v e s  f i r s t .

T e l e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  can t h e r e f o r e  be summar i sed as end-  

o r i e n t e d  r e a s o n i n g ,  t he  end be i ng e i t h e r  q u a l i t a t i v e

hedoni sm,  q u a n t i t a t i v e  hedonism or  non - hedon i sm.  Egoism i s
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t he v i ew t h a t  one ought  to seek one o f  t hese  ends e x c l u s i v e l y  

f o r  o n e s e l f .  A c t - u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  and r u l e - u t i l i t a r i a n  ism are  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by whi ch o f  t he s e  t h r e e  ends or  pur poses i s  

v a l u e d .

D e o n t o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  i s  a d e n i a l  t h a t  o n l y  t he  

consequences o f  ac t s  ar e  i m p o r t a n t .  The n a t u r e  o f  t he  ac t  

i t s e l f  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  in d e t e r m i n i n g  r i g h t n e s s .  In pure  

d e o n t o l o g y ,  m o r a l i t y  i s a f u n c t i o n  s o l e l y  o f  t he n a t u r e  of  

t he  a c t  i t s e l f  and consequences ar e  i r r e l e v a n t ,  and i n mi xed  

d e o n t o l o g y  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  consequences i s  combi ned w i t h  a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t he  a c t .  D e o n t o l o g i s t s  can a l s o ,  l i k e  

u t i l i t a r i a n s ,  be d i v i d e d  bet ween a c t  and r u l e  o r i e n t a t i o n s .

For  Ka n t ,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  t he  consequences o f  an a c t  were

i r r e l e v a n t .  As a pure r u l e - d e o n t o l o g i s t ,  he had one c e n t r a l  

moral  r u l e  by whi ch t o j udge  an a c t ,  t he  c a t e g o r i c a l  

imperative.
. . " T h e r e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o n l y  a s i n g l e  c a t e g o r i c a l  
i m p e r a t i v e  and i t  i s  t h i s :  ' A c t  o n l y  on t h a t  maxim
t hr ough  whi ch you can a t  t he  same t i me  w i l l  t h a t  i t  
shoul d  become a u n i v e r s a l  l a w " . .  ( t r a n s .  PATON,
1948 ,  p.  84)

He a l s o  g i v e s  an exampl e o f  t h i s  i n a c t i o n ,  or  r a t h e r  what

happens when i t  i s  not  in a c t i o n .

"For  t he  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  a l aw t h a t  e v e r yone
b e l i e v i n g  h i m s e l f  t o be in need can make any 
pr omi se  he p l e a s e s  w i t h  t he  i n t e n t i o n  not  to keep  
i t  woul d make p r o m i s i n g ,  and t he  v e r y  purpose o f  
p r o m i s i n g ,  i t s e l f  i m p o s s i b l e ,  s i nc e  no one woul d  
b e l i e v e  he was be i ng  pr omi sed a n y t h i n g ,  but  woul d  
l augh a t  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  t h i s  k i nd  as empty shams",  
( i b i d . ,  p . 85)

A m i x e d - r u l e  d e o n t o l o g i s t  emphasi ses r u l e s  ove r  p a r t i c u l a r  

a c t s ,  but  a l s o  g i v e s  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o consequences .
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Ross,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  g i v e s  seven r u l e s  or  d u t i e s  whi ch ought  to  

be f o l l o w e d ,  o t h e r  t h i n g s  be i ng  e q u a l .  These ar e  f i d e l i t y ,  

r e p a r a t i o n ,  g r a t i t u d e ,  j u s t i c e ,  b e n e f i c e n c e ,  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  

and not  harmi ng o t h e r s .  ( 1 9 3 0 )  None o f  t hese  o b l i g a t i o n s  are  

so f i r m  as never  t o be ou t we i gh ed  by one o f  t he o t h e r

o b l i g a t i o n s  or  by consequences .  The c r u c i a l  pr obl em in

maki ng moral  c ho i ce  i s  to b a l a n c e  ma x i mi s i n g  t he good a g a i n s t  

t hese  s e v e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .

S a r t r e  i s  a pure a c t - d e o n t o l o g i s t  because he adopt s  t he

a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t he  r i g h t n e s s  o f  each a c t  must  be j udged

w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o i t s  p o s s i b l e  consequences or  i t s

c o n f o r m i t y  t o any moral  r u l e s .  S a r t r e  says t h a t

"Kant  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t he  f or ma l  and u n i v e r s a l  are  
enough to c o n s t i t u t e  an e t h i c .  We, on t he  o t h e r  
hand,  t h i n k  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e s  whi ch ar e  too a b s t r a c t  
run aground in t r y i n g  t o d ec i d e  a c t i o n . . .  The 
c o n t e n t  i s  a l ways c o n c r e t e  and t h e r e f o r e  
u n f o r s e e a b l e ; t h e r e  i s  a l ways t he  e l e me n t  of  
i n v e n t i o n " . .  ( 1 9 4 7 ,  pp.  5 5 - 5 6 )

On t h i s  v i ew peopl e  must  i n v e n t  t h e i r  own v a l u e s .  They

cannot  s i mp l y  d i s c o v e r  t hose  t h a t  " e x i s t " ,  f o r  t he y  do not

e x i s t .

To summar i se ,  d e o n t o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  i s  concer ned  w i t h  t he  

n a t u r e  o f  an a c t  in c o n s i d e r i n g  i t s  r i g h t n e s s ,  and o n l y  

s e c o n d a r i l y  mi ght  c o n s i d e r  t he  consequences o f  an a c t .  A 

d e o n t o l o g i s t  may a l s o  have an a c t  or  r u l e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Those  

d e o n t o l o g i s t s  who are mi xed i n t h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  

consequences as w e l l  as a c t s ,  can,  l i k e  t he  t e l e o l o g i s t s ,  who 

on l y  c o n s i d e r  consequences ,  be h e d o n i s t  or  n o n - h e d o n i s t .
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Th i s  s e c t i o n  has d e s c r i b e d  v e r y  b r i e f l y  t he  two main t h e o r i e s

of  n o r ma t i v e  e t h i c s .  Mack i e  ( 1 9 7 7 )  q u e s t i o n s  whe t h e r  t h e r e

i s  in f a c t  much d i f f e r e n c e  bet ween t hese  two t h e o r i e s ,  f o r  he 

e x p r e s s e s  d i f f i c u l t y  in d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  and s e p a r a t i n g  them.  

Ther e  ar e  a l s o  some goods whi ch M i l l ,  f o r  exampl e ,  had

d i f f i c u l t y  i n squeez i ng  i n t o  t he u t i l i t a r i a n  scheme e i t h e r  as 

h i g h e r  p l e a s u r e s  or  an i n d i r e c t  means to h a p p i n e s s ,  but  whi ch  

shoul d  be i n c l u d e d .  Mack i e  c i t e s  as a l s o  i m p o r t a n t ,  l i b e r t y  

of  t h o u g h t  and d i s c u s s i o n ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f

t h i n g s ,  a s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  e n t e r p r i s i n g  and e x p e r i m e n t a l  s p i r i t  

and way of  l i f e ,  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  and c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  t he  

en j oyment  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  b e a u t y ,  and g e n e r a l  

p a r t i c i p a t o r y  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in l a r g e  and smal l

i n s t i t u t i o n s .

I t  i s i n t e r e s t i n g  to not e  t h a t  t he  m a j o r i t y  (70%)  o f  t e a c h e r s  

i n t he  i n f o r m a l  sur vey  r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  agr eed t h e r e  were  

c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  peopl e  ought  nev er  to do w h a t e v e r  t he

consequences ,  w i t h  a m i n o r i t y  (13%)  d i s a g r e e i n g  and 17% 

u n c e r t a i n .  Thus a d e o n t o l o g i c a l  v i ew was p r e d o mi n a n t .

Whet her  t h i s  w i l l  be t he  case w i t h  t he  c u r r e n t  sample under

s t udy  r emai ns  to be seen.

2 . 7  I n d i v i d u a l  autonomy ve r s us  a u t h o r i t y  and s o c i e t y

The f ocus  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  on t he  c o n t r a s t  between
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concept  o f  m o r a l i t y  as d e r i v e d  f rom s o c i e t y  and s o c i a l l y  

based,  and a concept  o f  m o r a l i t y  as a f u n c t i o n  o f  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  per son.  Moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  appear  r a r e l y  to have 

addr essed t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  as a f ocus  o f  argument  and hence 

" t he  deep c o n f l i c t s  between them are c o n c e a l e d  i n s t e a d  of  

bei ng br oug ht  i n t o  t he  open" .  (COOPER, 1970 ,  p . 72)  A l l  

i n d i v i d u a l s  ar e  a l s o  members o f  a communi ty or  s o c i e t y .  In  

c o n t r a s t i n g  t he  s o c i a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  o r i g i n s  of  m o r a l i t y  we 

are per haps t h e r e f o r e  dr awi ng  a t t e n t i o n  once a g a i n  to a 

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  emphasi s r a t h e r  t han a d i s c r e t e  d i cho t o my .

Most  p h i l o s o p h e r s  appear  to c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  upon 

t he i n d i v i d u a l  as a source  of  moral  r e a s o n i n g  and j udgment .  

Moral  m a t u r i t y  c o n s i s t s  in autonomy r a t h e r  t han  c o n f o r m i t y  to  

any a u t h o r i t y ,  and t he  mark of  a mat ur e  moral  agent  i s  t he  

a b i l i t y  t o  d e c i de  f o r  o n e s e l f  and a c t  on o n e ' s  own j ud gme n t .  

Thus t he i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i e n c e  i s seen as more i m p o r t a n t  t han  

s o c i e t y ' s  mores or  l aws .  Ther e  ar e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  who ar e  

e x c e p t i o n s  t o t h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  however ,  and t h e i r  v i ews w i l l  

be d e s c r i b e d .  A l s o ,  t he v i ews on m o r a l i t y  o f  a p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  

P i a g e t ,  and an e m p i r i c a l  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  Du r k he i m,  whi ch bear  on 

t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  w i l l  be c o n t r a s t e d .  P i a g e t  s u p p o r t s  

i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy and Durkhei m l i k e  t he  p h i l o s o p h e r  Hobbes,  

submi ss i on t o  t he a u t h o r i t y  o f  s o c i e t y .

M a c I n t y r e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  sees on l y  e mot i v e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  as 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  but  t he f o r m a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Kant  and Hare  

a l so  s t r e s s e s  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t i o n a l i t y  and adher ence  t o t he
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p r i n c i p l e s  or  r u l e s  whi ch r eason d i c t a t e s .  Thus t he y  f i r m l y  

s h i f t e d  moral  a u t h o r i t y  f rom r e l i g i o n  and p l a c e d  i t  w i t h  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l .  Nagel  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  d e o n t o l o g i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

ar e  a g e n t - c e n t r e d  because t he y  i n s t r u c t  peo p l e  to d e t e r mi n e  

t he  r i g h t n e s s  or  wrongness o f  t h e i r  ac t s  s o l e l y  f rom t he  

p o i n t  o f  v i ew of  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n t he  w o r l d  and t h e i r  d i r e c t  

r e l a t i o n  t o o t h e r s .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p. 204)  Murdoch a l s o  t a k e s  t he  

a g e n t - c e n t r e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  when she d i s p u t e s  H a mp s h i r e ' s  v i ew  

t h a t  a l l  i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n  comes f rom o u t s i d e ,  and p e o p l e ' s  

a c t i o n s  ar e  d e t e r mi n e d  by p u b l i c  l i f e .  The a u t h o r i t y  she 

c l a i ms  i s  t h a t  o f  r e a l i t y  as d i s c e r n e d  by t he  " r e f i n e d  and 

honest  p e r c e p t i o n " ,  t he  " j u s t  and l o v i n g  g a z e " o f  each

i n d i v i d u a l .  I f  peopl e  a t t e n d  p r o p e r l y  to t h i s  r e a l i t y ,  t hey  

w i l l  know what  must  be done and have no c h o i c e  but  t o be 

o b e d i e n t .  ( 1 9 7 0 ,  pp.  3 8 - 4 0 )

A p h i l o s o p h e r  who p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r e s s e s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  agent

and her  r i g h t s  i s  G e w i r t h ,  a l t h o u g h  a l ong w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l

r i g h t s  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  ar e  a l s o  o b l i g a t e d  t owar ds  p r e s e r v i n g

t he  r i g h t s  of  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The supreme p r i n c i p l e  o f

m o r a l i t y  he c a l l s  t he  P r i n c i p l e  o f  G e n e r i c  C o n s i s t e n c y ,  and

he s t a t e s  i t  t h u s .

"The g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t hese  o b l i g a t i o n s  and
r i g h t s  may be e x p r e s s e d  as t he  f o l l o w i n g  p r e c e p t  
addr essed t o e v e r y  a g e n t :  Act  in accor d  w i t h  t he  
g e n e r i c  r i g h t s  of  your  r e c i p i e n t s  as w e l l  as o f  
y o u r s e l f " .  ( 1 9 7 8 ,  p.  135)

Ever y  human be i ng i s  an agent  and because o f  t h a t  must  hol d

t h a t  h i s  f reedom and w e l l - b e i n g  are n e c e s s a r y  goods.
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"On t he ba s i s  o f  h i s  engagi ng  in p u r p o s i v e  a c t i o n  
e v e r y  agent  i s  l o g i c a l l y  commi t t ed  t o a c c e p t  t h i s  
v a l u e  j udgment  about  n e c e s s a r y  goods" .  ( i b i d . ,  
p . 57)

T h i s  in t u r n  r e q u i r e s  him to a c c e p t  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  he has 

r i g h t s  t o t hese  g e n e r i c  f e a t u r e s .  Th i s  r i g h t - c l a i m  a l s o  

e n t a i l s ,  i n a sec ondar y  way,  t h a t  under  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  

o t h e r  per sons ought  to a s s i s t  him to have f r eedom and

w e l l - b e i n g ,  and a t  t he  v e r y  l e a s t  ought  to r e f r a i n  f rom

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  h i s  f r eedom.

Thus m o r a l i t y  o r i g i n a t e s  f rom t he  autonomous i n d i v i d u a l  

pe r s o n ,  but  t h e r e  a r e  s o c i a l  consequences t h a t  f o l l o w  f rom 

G e w i r t h ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  human r i g h t s ,  f o r  exampl e t h a t  

eve r yone  has t he r i g h t  t o be r escued f rom s e r i o u s  d e p r i v a t i o n  

or s t a r v a t i o n  or  has t he  r i g h t  t o commi t  s u i c i d e  i f  t h e y  so 

c h o o s e .

M a c I n t y r e  d i s p u t e s  G e w i r t h ' s  l o g i c a l  move f rom w a n t i n g

' n e c e s s a r y  goods'  t o hav i ng a r i g h t  t o them.

" I t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t he  c l a i m  t h a t  I have a 
r i g h t  t o do or  have somet hi ng i s  a q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
t ype  of  c l a i m  f rom t he c l a i m  t h a t  I need or  want  or
w i l l  be b e n e f i t t e d  by s o me t h i n g " .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  p.  64)

Ac c or d i ng  t o M a c I n t y r e ,  t he  p r e d i c a me n t  i n modern moral

p h i l o s o p h y  r e ma i n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a p r e d i c a me n t  in whi ch t he  p r i c e

pa i d  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  f rom what  appear ed t o  be t he  e x t e r n a l

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r a l i t y  has been t he  l os s  o f  any

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  c o n t e n t  f rom t he  wo u l d - b e  moral  u t t e r a n c e s  of

t he newl y autonomous a g e n t .
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"Each moral  age nt  now spoke u n c o n s t r a i n e d  by t he  
e x t e r n a l i t i e s  of  d i v i n e  l aw,  n a t u r a l  t e l e o l o g y  or  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ;  but  why shoul d  anyone e l s e  
now l i s t e n  to him"? ( i b i d . ,  p . 66)

The q u e s t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f r eedom i s  a d i f f i c u l t  one in 

moral  p h i l o s o p h y .  For  some i t  i s u n d e r s t o od  as egoi sm,  and 

much moral  p h i l o s o p h y ,  l i k e  r e l i g i o n ,  has aimed t o d e f e a t  t he  

" f a t  r e l e n t l e s s  ego" (MURDOCH, 1970 ,  p . 5 2 ) ,  t he  enemy of  t he  

t r u l y  moral  l i f e .  Murdoch h e r s e l f  con nect s  m o r a l i t y  w i t h  

a t t e n t i o n  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  not  in a l o g i c a l  way l i k e  G e w i r t h ,  

but  in a more i m a g i n a t i v e  way l i k e  Da n t e .  Murdoch w r i t e s  of  

a f r eedom whi ch i s  not  s t r i c t l y  t he e x e r c i s e  of  t he  w i l l ,  but  

r a t h e r  t he  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a c c u r a t e  v i s i o n  whi ch o c c a s i o n s  

a c t i o n .  Such a c c u r a t e  v i s i o n  needs not  o n l y  a t t e n t i o n  but  

l o v e ,  and t he  a c t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w s  i s  t hen known and 

n e c e s s a r y .

" A t t e n t i o n  i s  a j u s t  and l o v i n g  gaze d i r e c t e d  upon 
an i n d i v i d u a l  r e a l i t y .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  to be t he  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and p r o p e r  mark o f  t he  a c t i v e  moral  
a g e n t " .  ( i b i d . ,  p . 34)

Da n t e ,  who i s  not  s t r i c t l y  s pe ak i ng  a p h i l o s o p h e r ,  e x p r e s s e d

t he i d e a  of  v i r t u e  as " t h e  l i g h t  o f  t he  i n t e l l e c t  char ged

w i t h  l o v e " .  ( 1 9 7 1 ,  p.  433)

Hampshi re  sees o n l y  c o m p a r a t i v e  f r eedom as p o s s i b l e  f o r  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l .  Ther e  i s  what  he c a l l s  a swayi ng b a l a nc e  bet ween  

c on sc i ousne ss  o f  o n e s e l f  as an agent  and as a p a t i e n t ,  as 

a c t i v e  or  p a s s i v e .  O t h e r  p h i l o s o p h e r s  have seen t h i s  t e n s i o n  

as one bet ween f r e e  w i l l  and d e t e r m i n i s m .  However ,  f o r  our  

c u r r e n t  pur poses ,  we w i l l  s t a y  in t he  more ge n e r a l  t er ms of
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t he  t e n s i o n  between autonomy and a u t h o r i t y ,  and t u r n  t o t he  

c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e o r i e s  o f  P i a g e t  and Dur khe i m.

P i a g e t  has i d e n t i f i e d  two t y p e s  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s :

c o n s t r a i n t  and c o - o p e r a t i o n .

"The f i r s t  i m p l i e s  an e l e me n t  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  
r e s p e c t ,  of  a u t h o r i t y  and p r e s t i g e ;  t he  second i s  
s i mp l y  t he  i n t e r c o u r s e  bet ween two i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
an equal  f o o t i n g " .  ( 1 9 3 2 ,  p. 53)

R e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  or  mut ual  r e s p e c t  he

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t he dev e l o pment  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and

moral  aut onomy,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y

based upon t he i dea  o f  t he  moral  e q u a l i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t ,  on t he o t h e r  hand,  i mpl y

moral  i n e q u a l i t y ,  s i n c e  one p a r t y  to t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p

e x e r c i s e s  power and a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t he  o t h e r ,  whose dut y  i s

to obey.  I n s o f a r  as an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  can be

i n f e r r e d  f rom such u n i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i t  i s  t h a t

m o r a l i t y  c o n s i s t s  in obe d i e nce  t o a u t h o r i t y .

In P i a g e t ' s  scheme,  whe t h e r  or  not  such het eronomous

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t he  f i r s t  s t ep  in t he  c h i l d ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

r e l a t i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  i t  shoul d  g i v e  way to subsequent  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  mut ual  r e s p e c t  and t he  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  moral  

aut onomy .

"The a d u l t  who i s  under  t he  domi ni on o f  u n i l a t e r a l  
r e s p e c t  f o r  t he  ' E l d e r s '  and f o r  t r a d i t i o n  i s
r e a l l y  behav i ng  l i k e  a c h i l d " .  ( i b i d . ,  p . 340)

The r e l e v a n t  p o i n t  her e  i s t h a t ,  as P i a g e t  i m p l i e s ,  m o r a l i t y

can be unde r s t o od  in two ways,  as o r i g i n a t i n g  aut onomous l y  in

t he  i n d i v i d u a l  in r e l a t i o n  t o o t h e r s  who are  moral  e q u a l s ,  or
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as an a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  and sense o f  o b l i g a t i o n  t o conform t o ,  

t he  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  and r u l e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y .

In o p p o s i t i o n  to P i a g e t ' s  v i ews are t hose  of  Dur khe i m.  I n

c l a s s i f y i n g  p e o p l e ' s  o b j e c t i v e s  i n t o  p e r so na l  and i m p e r s o n a l ,

and s t a t i n g  t h a t  pe r sona l  ends do not  have moral  v a l u e ,

Durkhei m d e n i e s  t h a t  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  an autonomous moral

agent  or  an o r i g i n a t o r  o f  m o r a l i t y .  Hi s  v i ew cou l d  be

c o n s i d e r e d  as het e r onomous ,  f o r  i t  i s  based on a u t h o r i t y ,  t he

moral  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  group or  s o c i e t y .

" Ther e  ar e  no g e n u i n e l y  moral  ends e x c e p t  
c o l l e c t i v e  ones.  Ther e  i s  no t r u l y  moral  f o r c e  
save t h a t  i n v o l v e d  in a t t a c h m e n t  t o a g r o up " .  
( 1 9 6 1 ,  p. 82)

And u n l i k e  P i a g e t ,  who sees u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t  as i mmat ur e ,

Dur khe i m c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h r ough  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  t he  r u l e s  o f

t he  group peopl e  dev e l o p  s e l f l e s s n e s s  and r e a l i s e  t h e i r  own

t r u e  p o t e n t i a l .  We d e f e r  to s o c i e t y ,  whi ch e x i s t s  s e p a r a t e l y

and beyond i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w i t h  a f e e l i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r e s p e c t .

" S o c i e t y  i s  t he  b e n e v o l e n t  and p r o t e c t i n g  power ,  
t he  n o u r i s h i n g  mot her  f rom whi ch we ga i n  t he  whol e  
of  our  moral  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  subst ance  and t owar d  
whom our  w i l l s  t u r n  in a s p i r i t  o f  l o v e  and 
g r a t i t u d e " ,  ( i b i d . ,  p . 92)

Sp r i g g e  a l s o  appear s  t o be a p h i l o s o p h e r  o u t s i d e  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  f o r  he sees m o r a l i t y  as a system 

of  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  c o n f o r m i t y  to whi ch i s  encour aged in 

s o c i e t y  by p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  He c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  peopl e  shoul d  

p r o p e r l y  conf or m.  I t  i s  ne c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r  f o r  s o c i e t y  to  

l i m i t  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p u r s u i t  o f  h i s  own i d e a l s .  We shoul d
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conf or m t o m o r a l i t y  but  seek our  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  e l s e w h e r e .  

( 1 9 7 0 ,  p.  144)

S i nce  most  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v e  in a s o c i a l  sys t em,  i t  i s

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  cou l d  ac t  as a c o m p l e t e l y

autonomous b e i n g ,  in t he  sense of  a w h o l l y  s e p a r a t e  moral

a g e n t .  G a u t h i e r  a t t e m p t s  a s y n t h e s i s .

"A j u s t  s o c i e t y  i s  n e i t h e r  a U t o p i a  nor  a s o c i e t y  
of  economic men.  I t  p r o v i d e s  a f ramewor k  f o r
communi ty but  i s  not  communal .  The s o c i a l i s a t i o n  
t h a t  i t  a f f o r d s  i t s  members promot es t he
r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  aut onomy" .  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p.  339)

St r awson ( 1 9 6 1 )  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  many p o s s i b l e  systems

of  moral  demands,  but  c e r t a i n  human i n t e r e s t s  must  be

r e c o g n i s e d  i n any communi t y .  These w i l l  i n c l u d e  t he  a b s t r a c t

v i r t u e  o f  j u s t i c e ,  some form of  o b l i g a t i o n  t o mut ual  a i d  and

mut ual  a b s t e n t i o n  f rom i n j u r y ,  and,  in some form and some

d e g r e e ,  t he  v i r t u e  o f  ho n e s t y .  Fr ankena  ( 1 9 7 0 )  a l s o  woul d

l i k e  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s a s o c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  as w e l l

as a r a t i o n a l  one.  Cooper  ( 1 9 7 0 )  b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  i s  a

d i s t i n c t i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  because

u n l e s s  t h e r e  were such a t h i n g  as human s o c i e t y  t h e r e  would

be no m o r a l i t y .  We empl oy t he  i n d i v i d u a l  c on cept  whenever  we

s t and back f rom t he  s o c i a l  one and t r y  t o d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  to

a c c e p t  or  r e j e c t  some p a r t  o f  i t .  He c on c l u des  t h a t  our

a c t u a l  s o c i a l  and moral  l i f e  i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  t he uni on o f ,

and t he  t e n s i o n s  be t ween,  two d i v e r s e  but  r e l a t e d  con cept s  o f

m o r a l i t y .
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I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  t e n s i o n  bet ween i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  

m o r a l i t y  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  one,  and a l s o  t h a t  i t  i s  r e l a t e d  to  

t he  t e n s i o n  whi ch w i l l  be addr essed  i n t he  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n ,  

t h a t  bet ween s u b j e c t i v e  and o b j e c t i v e  c o n c e p t i o n s  of  

m o r a l i t y .

2 . 8  S u b j e c t i v e  and o b j e c t i v e

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  l ook  b r i e f l y  a t  what  p h i l o s o p h e r s  have 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c a l l e d  s u b j e c t i v i s m  and o b j e c t i v i s m .  They  

appear  to hol d  a number o f  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t hese  

c o n c e p t s .  One i s  t h a t  t hese  con cept s  are s e p a r a t e ,  opposed  

and i n c o m p a t i b l e .  An o t h e r  i s  t h a t  t hey  d i f f e r  by degree  

al ong a cont i nuum.  A t h i r d  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  bot h are  

i n v o l v e d  in moral  t h i n k i n g  and so in a sense t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  

i s  a f a l s e  one.  I t  i s  a l s o  c l a i me d  t h a t  one d e r i v e s  f rom t he  

o t h e r .  However ,  s i n c e  many p h i l o s o p h e r s  c o n c e n t r a t e  on 

c r i t i c i s i n g  or  deny i ng  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  r a t h e r  t han c l a r i f y i n g  

t h e i r  own,  even t he  above p o s i t i o n s  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  as 

t e n t a t i v e .

Hare says he does not  u n d e r s t a n d  what  i s  meant  by the  

o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  v a l u e s .  But  Mack i e  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  

not  a good reason f o r  say i ng  t h a t  i t  i s  not  a r e a l  i s s u e .  He 

b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and t h a t  i t  woul d make a 

r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  t o our  me t a p h y s i c s  i f  we had t o f i n d  room f o r  

o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s ,  per haps somet hi ng l i k e  P l a t o ' s  f o r ms .
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somewhere in our  p i c t u r e  o f  t he  w o r l d .  ( 1 9 7 7 ,  p. 24)  An o t h e r  

p h i l o s o p h e r ,  Ay e r ,  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  not  a r e a l  i s s u e ,  and 

t h a t  t he  ' f a m i l i a r '  o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  a n t i t h e s i s  i s  out  of  

p l a c e  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y ,  ( i n  HUDSON, 1970 ,  p . 136)

A d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t he s e  t erms i s  t hus v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  but  Boyce 

and Jensen ( 1 9 7 8 )  o f f e r  a wor k i ng  d e f i n i t i o n  whi ch we s h a l l  

f o l l o w  her e .  S u b j e c t i v i s m  i s  used t o s i g n i f y  t h a t  a g i v e n  

e t h i c a l  t h e o r y  b a s i c a l l y  r e s t s  on a t t i t u d e s .  T ha t  i s ,  a 

g i ven  a t t i t u d e  i s  t he  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n  of  m o r a l i t y  or  moral  

t r u t h .  Thus,  a s u b j e c t i v i s t  t h e o r y  i s  one in whi ch a l l  

e t h i c a l  a s s e r t i o n s  ar e  me r e l y  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  a t t i t u d e s  whi ch

one h o l d s ,  or  whi ch someone e l s e  h o l d s .  An o b j e c t i v i s t

t h e o r y  i s  one in whi ch t h i s  i s  not  t he  case .  E t h i c a l

a s s e r t i o n s  ar e  he l d  to r e f l e c t  an " o b j e c t i v e " ,  t r a n s c e n d e n t  

moral  t r u t h  t h a t  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  any o ne ' s  f e e l i n g s .

The o b j e c t i v e  p o i n t  o f  v i ew i s  r e l a t e d  t o ,  but  not  t he  same 

as,  t he  a b s o l u t i s t  p o i n t  of  v i e w ,  and i s  per haps  a l s o  

connect ed  w i t h  our  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  and t he  moral  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  God or  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s .  The two t er ms  

' o b j e c t i v e '  and ' a b s o l u t e '  ar e  f r e q u e n t l y  con f used  and t h i s  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in t he  ne x t  s e c t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  I e x p e c t  

t e a c h e r s  t o conf use  t hem,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  

q u e s t i o n  of  wh e t h e r  moral  r e a s o n i n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom

s c i e n t i f i c  r e a s o n i n g .
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Those p h i l o s o p h e r s  l i k e  Kant  who ar e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  and 

u n i v e r s a l i s e  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  can t h e r e f o r e  be c o n s i d e r e d  

l o o s e l y  as o b j e c t i v i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  t he y  c l a i m  t h a t  e v e r y  

r a t i o n a l  per son woul d a g r e e .  T h i s  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  p o i n t  

t hough,  because Mack i e  woul d ar gue t h a t  s u b j e c t i v e  agr eement  

i s  not  o b j e c t i v i t y .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t he  v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  be i ng  

agr eed t o ar e  c o n s i d e r e d  as o b j e c t i v e .  From P l a t o  and 

A r i s t o t l e ,  t he  domi nant  o b j e c t i v i s t  t r a d i t i o n  has assumed or  

c l a i me d  t h a t  t h e r e  can be knowl edge o f  what  i s t he  good f o r  

human b e i n g s .  The i dea  o f  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  makes a s t r o n g  

emo t i o n a l  or  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  appeal  t o  human b e i n g s ,  f o r  such 

v a l u e s  appear  to o f f e r  s e c u r i t y  or  c e r t a i n t y  t o  l i f e .  

Wi t h o u t  them,  l i f e  can appear  t o have no pu r po se ,  no meani ng  

and no c o h e r e n c e ,  and human be i ngs  t h e ms e l v e s  o f  no v a l u e  a t  

a l l .  M a c I n t y r e  i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  in a n o t h e r  way.  I n s t e a d  of  

see i ng  o b j e c t i v e  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  as a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  de f ence  

a g a i n s t  d e s p a i r ,  he sees them as a mask f o r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  

per sona l  p r e f e r e n c e  i n moral  a r gument .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  p . 18)

The moral  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  Church in t he  we s t e r n  wo r l d  

p r o v i d e d  t he  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  o f  d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n .  I n t he  

c l a s s i c a l  age,  reason became t he  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t he  b e l i e f  in  

t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a b s o l u t e ,  o b j e c t i v e  or  c e r t a i n  

knowl edge .  E a r l y  s c i e n t i f i c  knowl edge c o r r o b o r a t e d  t h i s .  

However ,  modern s c i e n c e  r e j e c t s  i t .  Popper  ( 1 9 7 2 )  s a i d  t h a t  

s c i e n c e  d i d  not  p r o v i d e  i n f a l l i b l e  or  c e r t a i n  knowl edge .  

L i k e  a h i s t o r i a n ,  t he s c i e n t i s t  mar s ha l s  argument s f o r  and 

a g a i n s t  a c o n j e c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s ,  and t hen submi t s  them t o
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r a t i o n a l  c r i t i c i s m .  O b j e c t i v i t y  o n l y  comes in as p a r t  of  

t h i s  r a t i o n a l  c r i t i c i s m .  R u s s e l l  ( 1 9 3 5 )  ar gued t h a t  v a l u e s  

ar e  a m a t t e r  o f  t a s t e .  Sc i ence  can be o b j e c t i v e ,  but  

m o r a l i t y  c a n n o t .  T h i s  i s  a s u b j e c t i v i s t  v i ew and put s  

m o r a l i t y  o u t s i d e  t he  r ea l m o f  t r u t h  and f a l s e h o o d .  What  

s c i e n c e  cannot  d i s c o v e r ,  humankind cannot  know.  However ,  

t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a s t r o n g  o b j e c t i v i s t  t r a d i t i o n  t o d a y ,  bot h in 

s c i e n c e  and i n p h i l o s o p h y .  Kohl  berg i s  c a r e f u l  to c a l l  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  n o n - r e l a t i v i s t i c ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  he has f r e q u e n t l y  

s t a t e d  h i s  debt  to S o c r a t e s ,  Kant  and Rawls i n a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  

t he  f i r s t  or  o n l y  v i r t u e  o f  a pe r s o n ,  school  or  s o c i e t y  i s  

j u s t i c e ,  and i t  i s  a l ways t he  same i d e a l  form r e g a r d l e s s  of  

c l i m a t e  or  c u l t u r e .

Bambrough i s  con v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o b j e c t i v e  moral

knowl edge ,  a l t h o u g h  he r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t

" i n  m o r a l i t y  as in psy c ho l ogy  we ar e  con cer ned  w i t h  
t he  s u b j e c t i v e  r e a c t i o n s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  and a t  t he  
same t i me  w i t h  a s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  and 
p e r mi t s  . .  moral  o b j e c t i v i t y " .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p.  66)

He uses as p r o o f  o f  moral  knowl edge whi ch e v e r yone  woul d know

and agr ee  t o be t r u e  t he  f o l l o w i n g  moral  p r o p o s i t i o n :  we

know t h a t  t h i s  c h i l d ,  who i s  about  t o undergo what  woul d

o t h e r w i s e  be p a i n f u l  s u r g e r y ,  shoul d be g i v e n  an a n a e s t h e t i c

b e f o r e  t he  o p e r a t i o n .  He appear s  t o be say i n g  t h a t  we ought

not  to cause u nn ecess ar y  s u f f e r i n g  t o a c h i l d .  Even so,  i t

i s  a l a r g e  c l a i m  t o make t h a t  e ve r yone  woul d agr ee  w i t h  h i s

exampl e .  On a f a c t u a l  b a s i s ,  i f  t he a n a e s t h e t i c  was more

danger ous t han t he  o p e r a t i o n ,  i t  mi ght  cause l e s s  s u f f e r i n g

in t he  l ong t erm not  t o use i t .  Those s p e c i a l i s t s  who a r e
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c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  to d i s c o v e r  wh e t h e r  newborn

i n f a n t s  a r e  a b l e  t o f e e l  p a i n ,  a l s o  woul d not  a g r e e .

However ,  t he s e  are  per haps q u i b b l e s  as Bambrough i s d e f e n d i n g

a commonsense v i ew o f  moral  knowl edge as o b j e c t i v e .

"The commonsense v i ew i s  t h a t  we know t h a t  s t e a l i n g  
i s  wrong,  t h a t  p r o m i s e - k e e p i n g  i s  r i g h t ,  t h a t  
u n s e l f i s h n e s s  i s  good,  t h a t  c r u e l t y  i s  b a d " . . 
(ibid., p . 16)

M a c I n t y r e  has w r i t t e n  i n s i m i l a r  v e i n  t h a t  i t  does not  occur  

to us t o do o t h e r w i s e  t han t e l l  t he  t r u t h  and keep pr omi ses  

most  o f  t he t i m e ,  ( l o c . c i t . )

So ar e  we back t o d e f i n i n g  m o r a l i t y  as commonsense? I 

sus pec t  t h e r e  may be some t r u t h  in t h i s .

Mack i e  makes t he  bol d  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  no o b j e c t i v e  

v a l u e s ,  ( 1 9 7 7 ,  p . 15)  but  a l s o  a s s e r t s  t h a t  s u b j e c t i v i s m  has 

more t han one meani ng.  The d e n i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  are o b j e c t i v e  

v a l u e s  does not  n e c e s s a r i l y  commi t  him to t he  v i ew t h a t  t hey  

are  s u b j e c t i v e  r e p o r t s  or  commendat i ons ,  but  commi ts him to  

moral  s c e p t i c i s m .  S u b j e c t i v i s m  i s  commonly u n d e r s t o od  to be 

ana l ogous  t o e m o t i v i s m ,  but  e m o t i v i s t s  l i k e  Ayer  have den i ed  

t h i s .  ( A y e r ,  l o c . c i t . )  Hume i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o be a s u b j e c t 

i v i s t ,  and a l s o  Locke.  The i n t u i t i o n i s t  v i ew of  Ross,  out  of  

whi ch t he  e m o t i v i s t  v i ew dev e l oped  i s  t h a t  we use our  

s u b j e c t i v e  i n t u i t i o n  on t he  f a c t s  o f  t he  s i t u a t i o n ,  whi ch may 

l e a d  to o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s .  The n a t u r e  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r , 

r emai ns  a m y s t e r y .

"The o b j e c t i v e  a s p e c t  . .  c o n s i s t s  o f  c e r t a i n  
m o r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  about  t he  per sons or  t h i n g s  
i n v o l v e d ,  and t he  s u b j e c t i v e  a s p e c t  . .  c o n s i s t s  o f
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c e r t a i n  m o r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t h ought s  o f  t he  a g e n t ' s
about  t he per sons or  t h i n g s  i n v o l v e d " ,  ( i n  HUDSON,
1970 ,  p . 92)

Most  p h i l o s o p h e r s  d i s p u t e  Ro s s ' s  v i ew because i n t u i t i o n  as a 

my s t e r y  d e f i e s  t he a n a l y s i s  and l o g i c  t he y  c o n s i d e r  a 

ne c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  moral  p h i l o s o p h y .  In s e c t i o n  2 . 3  I a r gue d ,  

however ,  t h a t  much p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s in f a c t  based on 

t he  i n t u i t i o n s  of  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  And I w i l l  ar gue l a t e r  t h a t  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  mi g h t  t a k e  more n o t i c e  o f  i n t u i t i o n  and o t h e r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s .

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  a l s o  a s s e r t s  t he i m p o r t a n t  r e a l i t y  o f  s e l f .  

Man i s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  but  t h a t  whi ch he makes of  h i m s e l f .  Thus 

the f i r s t  e f f e c t  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  i s  t h a t  i t  put s  a l l  

per sons in pos sess i on  of  t he ms e l v e s  as t h e y  a r e ,  and p l a c e s  

the  e n t i r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  s q u a r e l y  on 

t h e i r  own s h o u l d e r s .  They have to c o n f r o n t  t h e i r  own angui sh  

in t he  absence o f  e x t e r n a l  moral  t r u t h s ,  whi ch a r e ,  as P l a t o  

s a i d ,  " l a i d  up in heaven" .  But  even S a r t r e  a r g u e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  

to Bambrough,  l i k e  most  p e o p l e ,  as i f  t h e r e  were moral  t r u t h ,  

some p r i o r  knowl edge on whi ch t o  base moral  c h o i c e .

The d i s t i n c t i o n  bet ween o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  t hus appear s  

to be r e l a t i v e  and a m a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e .  Hare c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  

r e l a t i v i s m ,  s u b j e c t i v i s m ,  e m o t i v i s m ,  and o t h e r  such d o c t r i n e s  

(none o f  whi ch he h o l d s )  have become so i n e x t r i c a b l y  con f used  

w i t h  one a n o t h e r  in p h i l o s o p h i c a l  w r i t i n g s  as t o make t he  

t erm ' o b j e c t i v i s m '  -  whi ch i s  used i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  t o  

c o n t r a s t  w i t h  a l l  t hese  v i ews - t o t a l l y  u s e l e s s  as a t o o l  of
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s e r i o u s  e n q u i r y .  I t  becomes even more c o n f u s i n g  when peopl e  

suppose t h a t  anybody who i s  not  a ' d e s c r i p t i v i s t '  cannot  be 

an ' o b j e c t i v i s t '  and must  t h e r e f o r e  be a ' r e l a t i v i s t ' ,  a 

' s u b j e c t i v i s t ' ,  an ' e m o t i v i s t ' ,  or  even a l l  t h r e e  i n some 

sense .  ( 1963 ,  p . 50)  The pr obl em appear s  t o be t h a t  t he  same 

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  t he  occupant  o f  both v i e w p o i n t s .  As Nagel  put s  

i t

"The t a s k  o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p o l a r i t y  w i t h o u t  
a l l o w i n g  e i t h e r  o f  i t s  t er ms t o  swa l l ow t he  o t h e r  
shoul d  be a c r e a t i v e  one.  I t  i s  t he  aim of  
e v e n t u a l  u n i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  I t h i n k  i s  m i s p l a c e d ,  
both in our  t h o u g h t  about  how t o l i v e  and i n our  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  what  i s .  The c o - e x i s t e n c e  o f  
c o n f l i c t i n g  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w ,  v a r y i n g  in de t achment  
f rom t he  c o n t i n g e n t  s e l f ,  i s  not  j u s t  a p r a c t i c a l l y  
n e c e s s a r y  i l l u s i o n  but  an i r r e d u c i b l e  f a c t  of  
l i f e " .  ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p.  213)

However ,  d e s p i t e  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  e m p i r i c a l

s t u d i e s  have been made o f  t he  o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  d i mens i on

i n p e o p l e ' s  moral  t h i n k i n g  ( T r a i n e r  1982 ,  F i s h k i n ,  1984)  and

t he s e  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  i n Ch a p t e r  4.

2 . 9  Abs o l u t e  and r e l a t i v e

These concept s  ar e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o ,  and somet i mes conf used  

w i t h ,  t hose  o f  t he  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n .  The t e nden cy  i s  f o r  an 

a b s o l u t i s t  t o be o b j e c t i v e ,  and a r e l a t i v i s t  to be 

s u b j e c t i v e .  However ,  someone who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  e t h i c a l  

v a l u e s  ar e  o b j e c t i v e  can say t h a t  t he cour ses  o f  conduct  

whi ch t he s e  v a l u e s  d e t e r m i n e  must  v a r y  p a r t l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t he  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n s ;  and hence be r e l a t i v e  t o them.  A 

s i m p l i f i e d  v i ew of  a b s o l u t i s m  mi g h t  be as a b e l i e f  t h a t  two
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c o n f l i c t i n g  e t h i c a l  o p i n i o n s  cannot  be e q u a l l y  v a l i d ,  and o f  

r e l a t i v i s m  t h a t  two c o n f l i c t i n g  e t h i c a l  o p i n i o n s  may be 

e q u a l l y  v a l i d .  W i t h i n  each c o n c e p t ,  however ,  t h e r e  a r e  

f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  t o be made,  as w e l l  as c o n f u s i o n s  t o be 

n o t e d .

A b s o l u t i s m can,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  be opposed to c o n s e q u e n t i a l  i sm,  

because an a b s o l u t i s t  i s somebody who t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  

c e r t a i n  t ypes  o f  a c t i o n  whi ch shoul d never  be done w h a t e v e r  

t he  consequences .  Ha r e ,  however ,  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h i s .  In  

most  senses o f  t he  word he i s  an a b s o l u t i s t  in h i s  f o r m a l i s t  

vi ew of  t he  p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  and uni  v e r s a i i s a b i l i t y  o f  moral  

p r i n c i p l e s .  But  he suggest s  t h a t  a person who t h i n k s  one 

a b s o l u t e l y  ought  not  to b r i n g  about  pa i n  in somebody e l s e  by 

t o r t u r e  i s  see k i n g  t o  a vo i d  c e r t a i n  con sequences ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e  a c o n s e q u e n t i a l i s t  as w e l l  as an a b s o l u t i s t ,  ( i n  

VESEY,  G. ( e d . ) ,  1974 ,  pp.  5 0 - 5 1 )

Ab s o l u t i s m as moral  t r u t h  i s  a l s o  con nec t ed  w i t h  r e l i g i o n  and 

i t s  moral  a u t h o r i t y .  The a d h e r e n t s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o n  

are r e q u i r e d  to have c e r t a i n  b e l i e f s ,  t o  hol d  c e r t a i n  moral  

r u l e s  and t o p r a c t i s e  them in t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  In t he  

C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  t he  words of  Jesus are  o f t e n  

p r e s c r i p t i v e .  G a r n e t t ,  quot ed by F r a n k e n a ,  d e s c r i b e s  t he  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l i t y  and i m p a r t i a l i t y  as b u i l t  i n t o  t he  

i n j u n c t i o n  to l o v e ;  t he f o r me r  by i n t e r p r e t i n g  n e i g h b o u r  to  

i n c l u d e  enemi es ,  and t he  l a t t e r  by s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  one i s  to  

l ove  each n e i g h b o u r  as o n e s e l f .  However ,  F r ankena  c o n s i d e r s
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t h a t  t he  e t h i c s  of  Jesus ar e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  of  

m e t a e t h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  as shown in t he h i s t o r y  o f  Judeo-  

C h r i s t i a n  t h o u g h t .  (GOODPASTER, K. ( e d . ) ,  1976 ,  pp.  9 1 - 9 2 )  

T h i s  may be because t he  e t h i c s  are  somet i mes e x p r e s s e d  in 

met aphor s  or  p a r a b l e s  whi ch do not  l end  t h emse l ves  e a s i l y  to  

l o g i c a l  or  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s .  As we a l s o  know,  t he  

r e v e l a t i o n  o f  what  i s  r i g h t  and wrong,  and commands on moral  

s t a n d a r d s  d i f f e r  in v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s .  I t  cou l d  a l s o  be 

t h o u g h t  t h a t  some r e l i g i o n s ,  Zen Buddhi sm,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  ar e  

not  m o r a l l y  p r e s c r i p t i v e .

The r e  i s  a l s o  a sense in whi ch a b s o l u t e  can mean u n i v e r s a l .  

M o r a l i t y  has somet hi ng about  i t ,  some c e n t r a l  cor e  or  c o n t e n t  

whi ch a p p l i e s  to a l l  human be i ngs  and w i t h o u t  whi ch t he  word 

has no meani ng.  P l a t o ' s  r e ma r k a b l e  Theor y  o f  Forms p r e s e n t s  

a b s o l u t e s  l i k e  t e mp e r a n c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  p i e t y  and v i r t u e ,  whi ch  

cannot  be d e f i n e d ,  but  y e t  e x i s t  as " c e r t a i n  i n c o r p o r e a l  

Forms whi ch are o b j e c t s  o f  t he  m i n d . . "  As Fl ew put s  i t ,  i f  

t h e r e  ar e  such e n t i t i e s  as an a b s t r a c t  Form of  t he  J u s t ,  and 

of  t he  B e a u t i f u l  and o f  t he  Good,  and o f  a l l  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  

s o r t ,  t hen v a l u e s  and i d e a l s  a r e  "as o b j e c t i v e ,  as a b s o l u t e ,  

as u n c h a n g i n g l y  e t e r n a l  as any h e a r t  cou l d  d e s i r e " .  ( 1 9 7 1 ,  

p . 78)  M i d g l e y  l i s t s  some i deas  w i t h o u t  whi ch t h e r e  c o u l d  be 

no m o r a l i t y  - r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  f r e edom,  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  r e s p e c t  

f o r  per sons and t r e a t i n g  o t h e r s  as ends in t h e m s e l v e s .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  

p . 17)  M o r a l i t y  i s  a s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  whi ch a f f e c t s  e v e r y o n e  

d e e p l y ,  and i s  n a t u r a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a human b e i n g .  The 

word moral  i s  s i mp l y  t he s u p e r l a t i v e  o f  s e r i o u s .  The
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i m p l i c a t i o n  here seems to be t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  t he  same f o r  

a l l  human b e i n g s ,  whe t h e r  e x p l i c i t l y  d e f i n e d  or  i m p l i c i t l y  

assumed.

One can be a b s o l u t i s t  about  some t h i n g s  and not  about  

o t h e r s .  For  exampl e ,  a p a c i f i s t  woul d never  t a k e  human l i f e  

f o r  any reason w h a t s o e v e r ,  but  she mi ght  t h i n k  t h a t  some l i e s  

were a l l  r i g h t .  Most  peopl e  t h i n k ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  

e x c e p t i o n s  to a l l  moral  s t a n d a r d s  or  a b s o l u t e s  on o c c a s i o n s  

or  when t hey  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  each o t h e r  in p r a c t i c e .  

R e l a t i v i s m  d en i es  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  any moral  s t a n d a r d s  or  

a b s o l u t e s .  The word r e l a t i v i s m ,  however ,  a l s o  has s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  meani ngs .

C u l t u r a l  or  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  hol ds  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  

groups have d i f f e r e n t  moral  s t a n d a r d s .  Th i s  has been 

conf used  w i t h  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  each s o c i e t y ' s  moral  

s t a n d a r d s  ar e  t hus " r i g h t " .  W i l l i a m s  c a l l s  t h i s  . . " t h e  

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ' s  h e r e s y ,  p o s s i b l y  t he  most  absur d v i ew to  

have been advanced even in moral  p h i l o s o p h y " .  ( 1 9 7 2 ,  p. 34)  

He f u r t h e r  makes t he  p o i n t  t h a t  t he  c e n t r a l  c o n f u s i o n  o f  

r e l a t i v i s m  i s  t o t r y  t o  c o n j u r e  out  o f  t he f a c t  t h a t  

s o c i e t i e s  have d i f f e r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  an a p r i o r i  

n o n - r e l a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  to d e t e r m i n e  t he  a t t i t u d e  o f  one 

s o c i e t y  to a n o t h e r ;  t h i s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  So t h i s  f a c t  does 

not  mean t h a t  t hese  d i f f e r e n t  m o r a l i t i e s  a r e  a l l  e q u a l l y  

c o r r e c t  or  v a l i d ,  whi ch i s  e t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m .  Locke ( 1 9 8 6 ,  

p. 25)  w r i t e s  t h a t  the f a c t  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  c u l t u r e ' s
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m o r a l i t y  p e r m i t s  a c e r t a i n  p r a c t i c e ,  f ema l e  c i r c u m c i s i o n  f o r

exa mpl e ,  does not  mean i t  i s  m o r a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  even w i t h i n

t h a t  c u l t u r e ,  but  s i mp l y  t h a t  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  to be m o r a l l y

c o r r e c t  w i t h i n  t h a t  c u l t u r e .  He goes on t o say t h a t  m o r a l i t y

i s  somet hi ng in t erms o f  whi ch d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  m o r a l i t i e s

can ,  and somet i mes s h o u l d ,  be c r i t i c i s e d .  T h i s  i n f e r s  some

o v e r a l l  s t a n d a r d  o f  r i g h t .  M i d g l e y ' s  v i ew appear s  to be

s i m i l a r ,  but  does not  d i s t i n g u i s h  bet ween c u l t u r a l  and

e t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m .

" R e l a t i v i s m  i s  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y )  t he  somewhat  
p u z z l i n g  v i ew t h a t  d u t i e s  b i nd o n l y  in p a r t i c u l a r  
c u l t u r e s ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  b i n d i n g n e s s  i s  a c t u a l l y  
j u s t  some s o r t  o f  b a r g a i n  - an e n t r a n c e  f e e  e x a c t e d  
f o r  b e l o n g i n g  t o a p a r t i c u l a r  gr oup ,  and meani ng
l e s s  o u t s i d e  i t " .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  p. 12)

An ot h e r  name f o r  e t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  has been f ound by C a r t e r

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m ,  f rom whi ch p o s i t i o n  peopl e

i n e v i t a b l y  f a l l  back on choos i ng c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  or  t h e i r  own

per sona l  v a l u e s  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p. 1 0 ) .  E t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  has been

much c r i t i c i s e d  f rom P l a t o ' s  t i me  t o o ur s .  For  exampl e .

Kohl  berg has d e f i n e d  e t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  as "a p h i l o s o p h i c

d o c t r i n e  ( whi ch hol ds  t h a t )  t h e r e  i s  no way f o r  t h o u g h t f u l

per sons t o r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  in moral  v a l u e s  and

j udgment s"  . ( 1984 ,  p . 3)

E t h i c a l  r e l a t i v i s m  has a l s o  l e d  t o a n o t h e r  c o n f u s i o n ,  w i t h  

moral  t o l e r a t i o n .  The f a c t  t h a t  e v e r yone  has a r i g h t  to  

t h e i r  own o p i n i o n  on moral  v a l u e s  does not  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 

t h a t  e v e r y o n e ' s  o p i n i o n  i s  r i g h t .  I n t h a t  cas e ,  we ar e  

per haps back t o a c c e p t i n g  an e x t e r n a l  a u t h o r i t y  as r i g h t ,  or  

moral  u n i v e r s a l s ,  or  t he  n i h i l i s m  or  s c e p t i c i s m  of  a v o i d i n g
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vi ews on moral  i ssues  a l t o g e t h e r  because nobody can e v e r  say 

what  t h i n g s  are  good and bad,  r i g h t  and wrong.  However ,  

haphaz ar d  or  c e r t a i n ,  t h e r e  ar e  moral  d e c i s i o n s  t o be made 

somehow.

Ther e  may be room aga i n  f o r  a m i x t u r e  o f  a b s o l u t i s m  and 

r e l a t i v i s m  in t he v i ew t h a t  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  e x p r e s s e s  some,  i f  

not  a l l ,  o f  t he  cor e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n t e n t  o f  m o r a l i t y .  Beyond 

t h i s  c o r e ,  t h e r e  may be d i f f e r e n c e s .  Th i s  cor e  c o n t e n t  of  

m o r a l i t y  has been i d e n t i f i e d  by W r i g h t  as r e s p e c t  f o r  

p e r s o ns ,  f a i r n e s s  and j u s t i c e ,  t r u t h f u l n e s s  and keep i ng  

pr omi ses and c o n t r a c t s .  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p . 48)  These o v e r l a p  w i t h  t he  

cor e i deas  l i s t e d  by M i d g l e y ,  ( l o c . c i t )  and suggest ed  by 

Nowel 1 - S m i t h .

" t he  more we s t udy  moral  codes t he  more we f i n d  
t h a t  t he y  do not  d i f f e r  on ma j or  p o i n t s  of  
p r i n c i p l e " .  ( 1 9 5 4 ,  p.  18)

Hospers not es  a s i m i l a r  c o n f u s i o n .  A c e r t a i n  p r a c t i c e  mi g ht

make f o r  t he  happi ness  of  one s o c i e t y  but  not  of  a n o t h e r ,  and

then i t  woul d be r i g h t  in t he  one s o c i e t y  and not  in t he

o t h e r .  Thus on l y  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t he  moral  p r i n c i p l e  o f

ma x i mi s i n g  happi ness  d i f f e r s ,  not  t he  p r i n c i p l e  i t s e l f .  He

conc l udes  t h a t

. . " p r o b a b l y  most  peop l e  who c a l l  t he ms e l v e s  
r e l a t i v i s t s  ar e  not  so a t  a l l ,  f o r  t he y  b e l i e v e  in  
one moral  s t a n d a r d  whi ch a p p l i e s  in d i f f e r e n t  ways 
to d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t i e s  because o f  t he  v a r i o u s  
c o n d i t i o n s  in whi ch t h e y  l i v e " .  ( 1 9 6 1 ,  p.  36)

So,  as in many o f  t he  s e c t i o n s  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  we r e t u r n

f u l l  c i r c l e  t o t he  i de a  t h a t  d e s p i t e  a l l  t he  a r g umen t s ,  t h e r e

may in f a c t  be l i t t l e  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  bet ween t he

p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  t he  v a r i o u s  v i e ws .
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2 . 1 0  C o n c l u s i o n

Th i s  b r i e f  sur ve y  i s  i n t e n d e d  to show how t he  q u e s t i o n s  asked  

of  t e a c h e r s  in t he i n t e r v i e w  echo i m p o r t a n t  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

i ssues  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y .  Some o f  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  in 

t he i n t e r v i e w  were d e r i v e d  f rom Kohl  be r g ,  and o t h e r s  were

suggest ed  by my own r e a d i n g  o f  t he  i ssues  as d i s c u s s e d  in

t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The d i f f i c u l t y  bot h o f  f r a mi n g  q u e s t i o n s  and

of  a n a l y s i n g  answers i s  t h a t  t h e r e  are no c l e a r - c u t  q u e s t i o n s

and no e a s i l y  c a t e g o r i s e d  answer s .

W i l l i a m s  w r i t e s  t h a t  t he  r e s o u r c e s  o f  most  modern moral

p h i l o s o p h y  ar e  not  w e l l  a d j u s t e d  to t he  modern w o r l d .

V a r i o u s  v e r s i o n s  of  r a t i o n a l i t y

" s ha r e  a f a l s e  image of  how r e f l e c t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  
to p r a c t i c e ,  an image o f  t h e o r i e s  in t erms o f  whi ch  
t he y  u s e l e s s l y  e l a b o r a t e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  f rom one 
a n o t h e r " .  ( 1 9 8 5 ,  p. 198)

P h i l o s o p h e r s  have a commi tment  to a r gument ,  and i t  may be

t h a t  t h i s  t ends t o obscur e  t h e i r  agr eement  over  t he  n a t u r e  o f

the moral  l i f e ,  however  much t h e y  may d i f f e r  o v e r  t he

a n a l y s i s  and meani ng of  moral  l a ngua ge  and c o n c e p t s .

W i l l i a m s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r emai ns  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  can 

hel p peopl e  l i v e  me a n i n g f u l  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  w i t h i n  a

s o c i e t y ,  concer ned  w i t h  r e f l e c t i o n  and s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

I t  seems to me t h a t  in o r d e r  to do t h i s ,  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s

mi ght  use t he  i n s i g h t s  o f  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  whi ch a l s o  s t udy  

the i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e  and how i t  i s ,  or  shoul d  be l i v e d .  

Academi c s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  makes t h i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  but  t he  s t udy
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of  t he  way compl ex human be i ngs  l i v e  and r e l a t e  t o each o t h e r  

needs a more i n t e g r a t e d  a ppr oach .  P o p p e r ' s  ( 1 9 7 2 )  image of  

t he  t r e e  of  knowl edge i s  a u s e f u l  one h e r e .  The pure t r e e  of

knowl edge has i n t e g r a t i v e  g r o wt h ,  t he  o p p o s i t e  t o t h a t  of

l i v i n g  o r gan i sms .  The many d i f f e r e n t  r o o t s  grow i n t o  a

u n i f i e d  t r u n k .

One t h i n g  i s c l e a r ,  whi ch i s  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  a f f e c t s  bot h t he

i n d i v i d u a l  and t he  i n d i v i d u a l  in r e l a t i o n  t o o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,

both c l o s e  and d i s t a n t .  Those peop l e  who c l a i m  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  

i s e n t i r e l y  an i n d i v i d u a l  or  pe r so na l  a f f a i r  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

j udge  o t h e r s  in moral  t e r ms .  To each o t h e r  we ar e  o f t e n  

f o r c e d  t o j u s t i f y  our  moral  v i e w s ,  and we are  not  v e r y  good 

at  i t .  We a r e  a l s o  not  v e r y  good a t  l i v i n g  up t o  them,  f o r ,

t hough t he  ways in whi ch we d e c e i v e  o u r s e l v e s  ar e  many,  we

are  a l l  bound to be moral  f a i l u r e s .  The i de a  of  moral

f a i l u r e  appear s  t o be one t h a t  p h i l o s o p h e r s  do not  spend much 

t i me  on.

I end t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i t h  a q u o t a t i o n  f rom Warnock on t he  need

f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y .  U n l i k e ,  say ,

S p i n o z a ,  he does not  see t he  w o r l d  o f  mind and l anguage

n e a t l y  t i e d  up in l o g i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s .

"From r e c e n t  and c o n t e mp o r a r y  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  
t h e r e  i s  much t o be l e a r n e d  and much p r o f i t  to be
d e r i v e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  i s  a s u b j e c t  i n whi ch
t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a l most  e v e r y t h i n g  t o be done" .  
( 1 9 6 7 ,  p.  77)
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3 . 1  I n t r o d u c t i o n

I t  was suggest ed  in t he  l a s t  c h a p t e r  t h a t  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s

have t ended to i g n o r e  t h e o r i e s  o f  moral  dev e l o pment  y e t  a t  

t he same t i me  t h e i r  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  c a r r y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r  s e v e r a l  br oad t h e o r e t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  on moral  deve l opment  w i l l  be summar i sed.  

Because p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  l i k e  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  r o o t  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  

u l t i m a t e l y  in t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he  moral  i f e ,  i t  i s  to  

be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t ,  however  

l o o s e l y ,  t he  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  The t e a c h e r s  

in t he  main s t udy  were asked q u e s t i o n s  about  moral  

deve l opment  and t he  r esponses  whi ch r e f l e c t  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  

and e x p e r i e n c e  may be c l o s e r  t o one t h e o r y  t han a n o t h e r .  The

f i n a l  s e c t i o n  w i l l  o u t l i n e  v a r i o u s  appr oaches  t o moral

e d u c a t i o n  and t h e s e ,  t o o ,  w i l l  i n v o l v e ,  i m p l i c i t l y  i f  not

e x p l i c i t l y ,  t h e o r i e s  o f  moral  dev e l o pme n t .

The t h e o r i e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  r e v i e w  here are F r e u d ' s

p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y ,  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y ,  and t he

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  Kohl  berg and P i a g e t .

P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  was chosen because F r e u d ' s  con c e p t  of  

t he  super ego i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to commonsense n o t i o n s  o f  

c o n s c i e n c e .  S o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  r e l a t e s  t o commonsense 

a l s o  t h r ough  i t s  emphasi s upon b e h a v i o u r .  Kohl  berg was 

chosen p a r t l y  because o f  h i s  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  upon r e s e a r c h  

i n t o  moral  deve l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  p a r t l y  because  

hi s  Moral  Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  i s  used in t he  main s t udy  and
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p a r t l y  because ,  u n l i k e  t he  two t h e o r i e s  a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d ,  he 

s t r e s s e s  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g .  These t h r e e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h e r e f o r e  p l a c e  t he  emphasi s i n moral

dev e l opment  upon a f f e c t ,  b e h a v i o u r  and c o g n i t i o n  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P i a g e t ' s  t h e o r y  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  because

c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  i t  appear  t o have been n e g l e c t e d .  

Kohl  berg has based h i s  s t age  t h e o r y  more on P i a g e t ' s  scheme 

of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dev e l opment  t han h i s  scheme o f  moral  

de v e l o p me n t ,  and t he  l a t t e r  m e r i t s  more a t t e n t i o n .

Ther e  i s  not  space her e  t o deal  w i t h  t hese  t h e o r i e s  in g r e a t  

d e t a i l ,  nor  t he v a r i o u s  r e c e n t  deve l opment s  f rom them.  As 

Rest  ( 1 9 8 4 )  has o b s e r v e d ,  none of  t he  ma j or  t h e o r e t i c a l  

appr oaches  o f f e r s  an a d e q u a t e l y  compr ehens i ve  v i ew of  t he  

p s y c h o l ogy  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  each p o i n t s  to some asp ec t s  

of  i t .  Hi s  own t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  have l e d  t o a model  

in whi ch t hese  a s pec t s  i n t e r a c t  a l ong w i t h  o t h e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  in t he pr ocess o f  moral  

b e h a v i o u r .  However ,  h i s  emphasi s i s  s t i l l  m a i n l y  i n d i v i d u a l

and c o g n i t i v e .  L i f t o n  ( 1 9 8 6 )  a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  no s i n g l e  

model  o f  m o r a l i t y  can p r o v i d e  a l l  t he  answers and t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  too much r e l i a n c e  a t  p r e s e n t  on t he  c o g n i t i v e -  

de v e l o p me n t a l  model  bot h in psy cho l ogy  and in e d u c a t i o n .  The

i mp o r t a n c e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y  i s  s t r e s s e d  by Haan ( 1 9 8 5 )  

and o t h e r s ,  w h i l e  G i l l i g a n  ( 1 9 8 2 )  and Ki t wood ( i n  p r e s s )  have 

emphasi sed aspe c t s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  as a key e l e me n t  in moral  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and d e v e l o p me n t .
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Thus,  r e s e a r c h  i s  moving t owar ds  a more compr ehens i ve  account  

d e s p i t e  t he  c o m p l e x i t i e s  i n v o l v e d .  The l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  of  

s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  have g i v e n  us undoubt ed i n s i g h t s  i n t o  

aspe c t s  o f  moral  deve l opment  but  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  much to be 

done.  In t h i s  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y ,  I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t he  

t e a c h e r s  s t u d i e d  w i l l  s t r e s s  a p e r s p e c t i v e  more l i k e  t h a t  of  

t he  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  o f  p a r e n t a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  or  t he  

c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h e o r y  o f  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t han c o g n i t i v e -  

d e v e l o p me n t a l  s t age  t h e o r y  in t h e i r  v i ew of  moral  

d e v e l o p m e n t .

3 . 2  P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y

I t  has f r e q u e n t l y  been s a i d  t h a t  Fr eud d i d  not  r e c o g n i s e  any 

i n n a t e  goodness or  i n c l i n a t i o n  t owar ds  be i ng moral  w i t h i n  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  Th i s  cou l d  per haps  be d e b a t e d .  He c e r t a i n l y  

w r o t e  t h a t  i n f a n t s  were born amoral  s i n c e  t h e y  had no 

i n t e r n a l  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g  i mp u l s e s ,  

and he d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  Kant  who c l a i me d  t h a t  God had i m p l a n t e d  

a moral  c o n s c i e nc e  w i t h i n  us.  (FREUD,  S . ,  193 2 ,  p . 8 4 ) .  The 

many r e v i s i o n s  of  h i s  t h e o r y  by Fr eud and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  make 

a c l e a r  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  i t  d i f f i c u l t ,  but  i t  cannot  be i g n o r e d ,  

s i nc e  i t  was t he  f i r s t  compr ehens i ve  a t t e m p t  t o e x p l a i n  human 

p e r s o n a l i t y .  W i t h i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  he o f f e r e d  an e x p l a n a t i o n  

of  moral  dev e l opment  in h i s  concept s  o f  sup er ego ,  e g o - i d e a l ,  

c o n s c i e n c e ,  Oedi pa l  c o n f l i c t  and g u i l t .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  

b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  t hese  concept s  and whe t h e r  Fr eud appear s  to  

have an i m p l i c i t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n .
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Ac c or d i ng  to F r e u d ' s  t h e o r y ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s t a n t  dynamic  

i n t e r a c t i o n  bet ween t he  t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t he  

i d ,  t he  ego and t he  s uper ego ,  in o r g a n i s i n g  t he r e l e a s e  o f  

p s y c h i c  ene r gy  and i t s  c o n v e r s i o n  i n t o  mu s c u l a r  e n e r g y .  The 

amount  o f  ene r gy  a v a i l a b l e  to t he p e r s o n a l i t y  f rom t he  

p r i m a r y  r e s e r v o i r  o f  ene r gy  in t he  i d  has l i m i t s ,  however ,  

so t h a t  i f  t he  i d ,  as i t  wer e ,  uses t oo much ene r g y  in  

s a t i s f y i n g  i t s  i mp u l s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t he  ego 

and t he  super ego.  Wi t h  t he  super ego in c o n t r o l  o f  e n e r g y ,  

conduct  i s  m o r a l i s t i c ,  w i t h  t he ego in c o n t r o l ,  r e a l i s t i c ,  

and w i t h  t he  i d in c o n t r o l ,  i m p u l s i v e .  The work o f  

ha r mo n i s i n g  t he  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  done by t he  ego in r esponse  to  

a n x i e t y  in t he  f a c e  o f  t h r e a t s  f rom t he  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  as 

w e l l  as t h r e a t s  f rom t he  a g g r e s s i v e  and sexual  i mp u l s es  of  

the i d and t he moral  demands o f  t he  super ego.  A per son may 

not  n e c e s s a r i l y  be aware of  t he  source  o f  her  a n x i e t y ,  f o r  i t  

may be a b l end o f  two or  t h r e e  t ypes  and may a l s o  be 

r e p r e s s e d  i n t o  t he  u n c ons c i ous .

Thus t he  super ego i s  t he  moral  or  j u d i c i a l  br anch o f  t he  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  dev e l o ped  f rom t he  ego.  I t  has two p r i ma r y  

f u n c t i o n s .  The c o n s c i e n c e  f u n c t i o n s  t o s u p p r e s s ,  n e u t r a l i s e  

or  s u b l i m a t e  t hose  i n s t i n c t s  o f  t he  i d ,  wh i c h ,  i f  a c t e d  upon,  

woul d v i o l a t e  t he moral  r u l e s  of  s o c i e t y .  The f u n c t i o n  of  

t he  e g o - i d e a l  i s to show t he ego p o s i t i v e  i d e a l s  o f  b e h a v i o u r  

as j udged  by s o c i e t y .  At  f i r s t  t he  r o l e  o f  t he  super ego i s  

p l a y e d  by an e x t e r n a l  power ,  t he  p a r e n t s .  The e x t e r n a l  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t he  p a r e n t s  ar e  t hen i n t r o j e c t e d ,  so t h a t  t he
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super ego t a k e s  t he  p l a c e  o f  t he  p a r e n t a l  f u n c t i o n  and t h i s  

occur s  by about  t he  age o f  f i v e .  L a t e r  w r i t e r s  e . g .  K l e i n  

and W i n n i c o t t  have suggest ed t h a t  t he  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t he  

super ego t a k e s  p l a c e  in i n f a n c y  and i s  r e l a t e d  to t he  q u a l i t y  

of  t he  i n f a n t - m o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  (MI TCHELL,  1986 ,  MONEY-  

KYRLE, 1951)  M o r a l i t y  i s  de mo n s t r a t e d  by a r e l a t i o n s h i p  

whi ch embodies empat hy ,  concer n  and r e l i a b l e  p r o v i s i o n .

The two f u n c t i o n s  of  t he  super ego a r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o F r e u d ,  

a c q u i r e d  t h r ough  t he  pr ocess  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  In t he  case  

of  t he  c o n s c i e n c e  i t  i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t he  a g g r e s s o r .  

When a c h i l d  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  or  pun i shed by a p a r e n t  her  own 

a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a r o u s e d ,  but  i f  she e x p r e s s e s  i t ,  she i s  

puni shed even more s e v e r e l y .  So t he  o n l y  way o f  cop i ng  i s  to  

t u r n  t he  a g g r e s s i o n  in on h e r s e l f  and adopt  t he  same p u n i t i v e  

a t t i t u d e  t owar ds  h e r s e l f  as t he  p a r e n t  had t owar ds  h e r .  

A f t e r  about  t he  Oedi pa l  c o n f l i c t  age of  f i v e ,  t he  c o n s c i e n c e  

i s f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a s e p a r a t e  channel  t h r o u g h  whi ch  

a g g r e s s i o n  whi ch cannot  be e x p r e s s e d  o u t w a r d l y  i s  t u r n e d  

i nwa r d s .  I f  t he  a g g r e s s i v e  e n e r g i e s  of  t he  super ego ar e  not  

s t r o n g  enough t o p r e v e n t  t he  f o r b i d d e n  i mpul ses  becomi ng  

c o n s c i o u s ,  t he y  a c t  t o p r e v e n t  them bei ng a c t e d  upon.  I f  

t he i mpul se  does r e s u l t  in a c t i o n  t hen t he  f u l l  a g g r e s s i o n  o f  

t he super ego t u r n s  upon t he  ego in t he  form of  g u i l t  and 

r emor se .  The c on s c i e n c e  cou l d  t hus be seen in p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

t erms as a k i nd  of  s e l f - p r o t e c t i v e  egoism whi ch r e s u l t s  in 

c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  or  r u l e s  of  u n a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o u r .  

However ,  i t  must  be not ed t h a t  Fr eud c o n s i d e r e d  t he
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c o n s c i e n c e  t o be i r r a t i o n a l  and mo s t l y  un c ons c i ous .  So,  in  

commonsense t e r ms ,  peop l e  can o f t e n  not  say why some a c t i o n  

or  t h o u g h t  i s  wrong,  o n l y  t h a t  t hey  have an i n s t i n c t  or  ' g u t  

f e e l i n g '  t h a t  i t  i s  wrong.

The o t h e r  f u n c t i o n  of  t he  s uper ego ,  t he  e g o - i d e a l ,  i s  formed  

by a pr ocess  Freud c a l l s  a n a c l i t i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  based on 

l i b i d i n a l  a t t a c h m e n t  or  l o v e .  S i nce  l i b i d o  i s l i m i t e d  in

q u a n t i t y ,  t he  more l o v e  a c h i l d  has f o r  her  p a r e n t s ,  t he  l e s s  

she has f o r  h e r s e l f .  I t  i s  p a i n f u l  when t he  l oved  per son i s  

a b s e n t ,  and t he  c h i l d  t hen r e - e s t a b l i s h e s  e q u i l i b r i u m  by 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n t o  h e r s e l f  t he  c a t h e c t e d  image o f  t he  l oved  

pe r s o n ,  t h i n k i n g ,  f e e l i n g  and a c t i n g  as i f  she were t h a t  

per son .  O b j e c t - 1 o v e  i s  t hus t u r n e d  i n t o  n a r c i s s i s t i c  l o v e .  

As t he  ego mat ur es  i n i t s  sense o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  f rom 

o t h e r s ,  t he  o t h e r  becomes i n t e r n a l i s e d  as an i d e a l .  (WRIGHT,  

1971)  Consc i ence  i s  t hus t he  agency whi ch "wat ches  t he

a c t u a l  ego and measures i t  by t he  i d e a l "  (FREUD,  S . ,  1914 ,

p . 89)  The c o n s c i e n c e  can t r e a t  t he  ego c r u e l l y  and a p p l y  to

i t  t he  most  s e v e r e  moral  s t a n d a r d s .

What  seems t o f o l l o w  f rom F r e u d ' s  t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  c o n s c i e n c e  

i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  i s  formed w i t h i n  t he  f a m i l y  and w i l l  v a r y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o t he  s t r e n g t h  of  p a r e n t a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

i n v o l v e d .  Pa r e n t s  b r i n g  up c h i l d r e n  by f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  own 

sup e r e gos ,  so t he  super ego of  t he  c h i l d  i s  b u i l t  on t h a t  of  

t he  p a r e n t s ,  and i t  i s  a l s o  in some sense t he  v e h i c l e  of  

t r a d i t i o n  and c u l t u r a l  norms.  A l t h ough  f ormed by t he  age of
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f i v e ,  t he  super ego can l a t e r  be i n f l u e n c e d  a l i t t l e  by o t h e r

a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s .  In some cases t h i s  can l e a d  t o moral

masochi sm,  whi ch Fr eud d e s c r i b e s  as e x c e s s i v e  i n h i b i t i o n  w i t h

an unconsc i ous  f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t  and need f o r  pu n i s h me n t .  In

o r d e r  t o pr ovoke  puni shment  by F a t e ,  t he p a r e n t - s u b s t i tu t e  ,

" t he  ma s o c h i s t  must  do somet hi ng i n e x p e d i e n t ,  a c t  
a g a i n s t  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s ,  r u i n  t he  p r o s p e c t s  whi ch  
t he  r e a l  wo r l d  o f f e r s  hi m,  and p o s s i b l y  d e s t r o y  h i s
own e x i s t e n c e  i n t he  wo r l d  of  r e a l i t y "  (FREUD,  S . ,
1924 , p . 2 6 6 - 7 )

Thus d e p r e s s i o n  and s u i c i d e  can be und e r s t o o d  as 

s e l f - a g g r e s s i o n  caused by an o v e r - s e v e r e  super ego.  P a r a n o i d  

d i s e a s e s  a l s o  can r e s u l t  f rom f e e l i n g s  o f  be i ng  wat ched or  

c r i t i c i s e d  by t he super ego.

As w e l l  as be i ng  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  t he  ego,  t he super ego can 

a l s o  be t u r n e d  out war ds  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  T h i s  s e r v e s  

t he  doubl e  f u n c t i o n  o f  d i v e r t i n g  t he  s u p e r e g o ' s  a g g r e s s i o n  

f rom t he  ego as we l l  as s a t i s f y i n g  i t s  demands by p u n i s h i n g  

someone e l s e .  Th i s  i s  most  l i k e l y  to occur  when someone e l s e  

i s p l a i n l y  g u i l t y  o f  a c t i o n s  whi ch t he  i n d i v i d u a l  want s  to  

do,  but  i s  i n h i b i t e d  f rom d o i n g .  Thus Fr eud account s  f o r  t he  

c r u e l t y  of  moral  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  as ex p r e s s e d  f o r  exampl e  by t he  

I n q u i s i t i o n ,  t he  b u r n i n g s  o f  ' h e r e t i c s ' ,  and g e n o c i d e .  T h i s  

a s p e c t  of  t he  superego i s  f r a u g h t  w i t h  danger  f o r  t e a c h e r s  

as w e l l  as p a r e n t s .

A l t hou gh  Fr eud d e s c r i b e s  moral  g u i l t  and shame as t he  

e x p r e s s i o n s  of  t he  t e n s i o n  between t he  ego and t he s u p e r e g o ,  

he does not  appear  t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between them or  a n a l y s e
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them.  G i l l i g a n  ( 1 9 7 6 )  c l a i ms  t h a t  shame i s  t he  p r e c u r s o r  o f

g u i l t .  Shame i n v o l v e s  i n f e r i o r i t y  f e e l i n g s ,  e mb a r r a s s me n t ,

i nadeq uacy  and weakness,  r e j e c t i o n ,  or  o t h e r  " n a r c i s s i s t i c

wounds" .  G u i l t  i s  t he  f e e l i n g  of  c u l p a b i l i t y ,  o f  hav i ng

commi t t ed  a s i n ,  and need i ng  e x p i a t i o n  and pu n i s h me n t .

M o r a l i t y  t h e r e f o r e  m o t i v a t e s  b e h a v i o u r  t owar ds  a v o i d i n g  t hese

moral  emot i ons  - a v o i d i n g  shame by egoi sm,  a v o i d i n g  g u i l t  by

a l t r u i s m  - and i s  a n e g a t i v e  and i mmat ure s t a g e ,  as w e l l  as

n a r c i s s i s t i c  or  e g o i s t i c .  Peopl e  need t o be cur ed  of

m o r a l i t y  so t h a t  i t  can be r e p l a c e d  by a c t i v e  l ov e  o f  s e l f

and o t h e r s ,  in r e l a t i o n s h i p s  where t he  c o n f l i c t  bet ween

egoism and a l t r u i s m  has been t r a n s c e n d e d .  Buber  w r i t e s  t h a t

t he p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t  has n o t h i n g  t o do w i t h  a p e r s o n ' s

" e x i s t e n t i a l "  g u i l t  and cannot  heal  i t .  E x i s t e n t i a l  g u i l t  i s

not  r e p r e s s e d  or  i m a g i n a r y ,  but  f u l l y  con sc i ous  and does not

concer n p a r e n t a l  or  s o c i a l  r e p r i ma n d .  I t  i s  r e a l ,  and occur s

"when someone i n j u r e s  an o r d e r  o f  t he  human w o r l d  
whose f o u n d a t i o n s  he knows and r e c o g n i s e s  as t hose  
of  h i s  own e x i s t e n c e  and o f  a l l  common human 
e x i s t e n c e " ,  ( i n  SMITH,  R . W. ,  1971 ,  p . 92)

Onl y t he  person who i n j u r e s  can heal  h i s  or  her  own g u i l t ,

though a t h e r a p i s t  can he l p  by r e c o g n i s i n g  i t  as r e a l

pe r sona l  g u i l t ,  d i f f e r e n t  f rom a l l  t he  " a n x i e t y - i n d u c e d

bugbears t h a t  are  g e n e r a t e d  i n t he  caver n  o f  t he

u n c o n s c i o u s " ,  ( i b i d . ,  p . 97)

Freud h i m s e l f  seems to have c o n s i d e r e d  t he  c o n s c i e n c e  as 

p a t h o l o g i c a l ,  a f o r c e  cau s i n g  n e u r o s i s  and p s y c h o s i s ,  i l l n e s s  

and d e a t h .  I n p a r t i c u l a r  he c r i t i c i s e d  t he  s o c i e t y  o f  h i s  

own t i me  f o r  i t s  a t t i t u d e  t o s e x u a l i t y ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t he
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group super ego r e q u i r e d  too b i g  a s a c r i f i c e  o f  l i b i d i n a l  

i mp u l s e s .

The o b j e c t  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  i s  to r educe  t he  power  o f  t he  

super ego by making i t  l e s s  comp u l s i v e  and c a t e g o r i c a l .  The 

unconsc i ous  e l e me nt s  w i t h i n  i t  can be made more c o n s c i ous  so 

t h a t  t he ego i s s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  and t he  i n d i v i d u a l  becomes more 

r e a l i s t i c ,  r a t i o n a l  and aut onomous.  Choi ces  can be made

whi ch l i b e r a t e  a person f rom g u i l t  and f rom i n t r o j e c t e d  

p a r e n t a l  and s o c i e t a l  v a l u e s  as w e l l  as f rom u n r e a l  i d e a l s .  

Fr eud woul d t h e r e f o r e  seem to c o n s i d e r  t he  f o r m a l i s t i c

t r a d i t i o n  of  p h i l o s o p h y  whi ch embodies c a t e g o r i c a l  

i m p e r a t i v e s ,  or  t he o b j e c t i v i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n  whi ch i n c l u d e s  

d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y  as t he  p s y c h o p a t h o l o g y  o f  t he moral  l i f e

r a t h e r  t han t he  t r u e  moral  l i f e ,  whi ch i s  based on r a t i o n a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  "The c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e  o f  Kant  i s  a

d i r e c t  i n h e r i t a n c e  f rom t he  O e d i p u s - c o m p l e x " .  (FREUD,  S . ,  

1924 , p . 264)

Most  o t h e r  t h e r a p i e s  d e r i v e  to a g r e a t e r  or  l e s s e r  e x t e n t

f rom F r e u d ' s  wor k ,  and most  s t r e s s  t he  pr ocess  o f  t h e r a p y  as

d e v e l o p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and aut onomy,  and

r e d u c i n g  t he  power o f  i n t e r n a l i s e d  " o u g h t s " .  N e o - F r e u d i a n s  

l i k e  F a i r b a i r n  ( 1 9 5 2 )  have c a l l e d  t he  super ego " t h e  i n t e r n a l  

s a b o t e u r "  and " t he  p e r s e c u t o r y  o b j e c t " .  Jung c o n s i d e r s  i t  

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  us to a c c e p t  what  he c a l l e d  t he  shadow,  t he  

r e p r e s s e d  i n s t i n c t s  and emot i ons  t h a t  are i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  

s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s  and our  i d e a l  p e r s o n a l i t y .  "The shadow i s  a
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moral  pr obl em whi ch c h a l l e n g e s  t he whol e  ego p e r s o n a l i t y " ,  

( i n  FORDHAM, 1953 ,  p . 51)

P s y c h o a n a l y s i s  and o t h e r  h u m a n i s t i c  t h e r a p i e s  a r e  o f t e n  

c r i t i c i s e d  on t he  grounds t h a t  t h e y  l e g i t i m i s e  s e l f i s h n e s s .  

F r e u d ' s  c oncept  o f  c on s c i e n c e  cou l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  as based in 

n a r c i s s i s m ,  but  t h i s  n a r c i s s i s m  d i d  i n c l u d e  l o v e  f o r  o t h e r s ,  

a l t h o u g h  s a t i s f y i n g  o n e ' s  own needs i s  t he  p r i m a r y  

m o t i v a t i o n .  I t  seems more s i m i l a r  to G e w i r t h ' s  v i ew of  

g e n e r i c  r i g h t s  ( see  Ch a p t e r  2,  s e c t i o n  2 . 7 ) ,  by whi ch e v e r y  

i n d i v i d u a l  has t he  r i g h t  t o  her  own f reedom and w e l l - b e i n g  

and t he  o b l i g a t i o n  to r e c o g n i s e  t he  same r i g h t s  f o r  o t h e r s ,  

r a t h e r  t han t he  v i ew of  an e t h i c a l  e g o i s t ,  who o n l y  seeks t he  

end o f  h i s  own good.  Most  t h e r a p i e s  a l s o  s t r e s s  t he  

i n t e g r i t y  o f  o t h e r s  and v i ew per sons as ends in t h e m s e l v e s .  

Wa l l a c h  and Wa l l a c h  ( 1 9 8 3 )  c l a i m  t h a t  f o c u s s i n g  on o n e ' s  own 

needs and deve l opment  cannot  he l p  but  l e a d  away f rom 

o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  c o n c e r n .  Such c o n c e r n ,  a l ong w i t h  e t h i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  and i d e a l s ,  has been emphasi sed in t r a d i t i o n a l  

wisdom as r e f l e c t e d  in many r e l i g i o n s  and t he  sages o f  many 

c u l t u r e s .  They f u r t h e r  c l a i m  t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  have  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o e t h i c a l  doubt  and s c e p t i c i s m  by assumi ng t h a t  

e t h i c a l  j udgment s  have no v a l i d i t y  as such.  These a r e  v e r y  

p r o v o c a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s .  Most  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and t h e r a p i s t s  

woul d ,  I t h i n k ,  see s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  ( whi ch i n c l u d e s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s )  as a n e c e s s a r y  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  

g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o t h e r s  and more concer n f o r  t hem.  

Both reason and f e e l i n g  ar e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h i s  t a s k ,  whi ch
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mi g ht  be c o n s i d e r e d  by p s y c h o a n a l y s t s  as r e a l  moral  e d u c a t i o n  

as opposed t o t he  unconsc i ous  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  whi ch t a k e s  p l a c e  in t he  f a m i l y  in t he  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t he  super ego.

3.  3 So c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y

Resear ch in t h i s  f i e l d  i s c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by an emphasi s on t he  

e m p i r i c a l  s t udy  o f  moral  b e h a v i o u r ,  r a t h e r  t han on 

c o n s t r u c t i n g  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  model  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  as in t he  

p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  appr oach.  However ,  bot h t h e o r i e s  c o n s i d e r  

t h a t  t he  moral  codes of  conduct  appr oved by s o c i e t y  ar e  

a c q u i r e d  by c h i l d r e n  t h r ough  a p r oce ss  o f  i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n  

whi ch m a i n l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  in t he f a m i l y .  They d i f f e r  t hough  

in t h a t  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  does not  c o n s i d e r  t he s e  v a l u e s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  l e a r n e d  f o r  l i f e .  By c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h e y  can be 

u n l e a r n e d  or  changed.  Th i s  t h e o r y  c o n t r a s t s  t h e r e f o r e  w i t h  

the p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n n a t e  moral  knowl edge and 

r a t i o n a l  acc e p t a nc e  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  emphas i ses  m o r a l i t y  as 

moral  b e h a v i o u r .

P a r e n t s  shape t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  b e h a v i o u r  by p un i s h me n t ,  by 

r ewar d and by t he  exampl e t h e y  s e t .  T e c h n i c a l l y ,  t hese  ar e  

c a l l e d  n e g a t i v e  and p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  and m o d e l l i n g .  

N e g a t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  smacks,  w i t h h o l d i n g  

a f f e c t i o n ,  i s o l a t i o n  and v e r b a l  r ebukes  and sar casm.  These  

puni shment s  c r e a t e  pa i n  and a n x i e t y  whi ch s u b s e q u e n t l y  come
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to have an i n h i b i t o r y  e f f e c t  on b e h a v i o u r .  P o s i t i v e  

r e i n f o r c e m e n t  by p r a i s e ,  s m i l e s ,  hugs and a t t e n t i o n  g i v e s  

p l e a s u r e  t o t he c h i l d  and i n c r e a s e s  t he  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  

r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t he  r ewar ded b e h a v i o u r .

A n x i e t y  i s  v e r y  e a s i l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  in t h i s  way by pun i s h me n t .  

E x pe r i me n t s  have shown t h a t  s w i f t  and e a r l y  pun i shment  i s  

e f f e c t i v e  in t r a i n i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  t o t e m p t a t i o n .  (ARONFREED,  

1 9 7 6 ) .  I t  i s  not  on l y  p a r e n t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  who e f f e c t  moral  

t r a i n i n g ,  but  o t h e r s  such as t e a c h e r s ,  pee r s  and

e x p e r i m e n t e r s .  Be h a v i o u r  t h e r a p i s t s  a l s o  use methods of  

d e s e n s i t i s a t i o n  t o cur e  p a t i e n t s  o f  phobi as  and o b s e s s i o n s .

Eysenck addr essed  t he  pr obl em o f  why c o n d i t i o n i n g  wor ked w i t h  

some c h i l d r e n  and not  o t h e r s ,  even when t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

were s i m i l a r .  He came t o t he  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  

were i n v o l v e d ,  such as h e r e d i t y  and p e r s o n a l i t y ,  whi ch  

i n f l u e n c e d  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  degr ee  of  c o n d i t i o n a b i l i t y .  Hi s

s t u d i e s  on t w i n s  s up p o r t e d  t he  v i ew t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  was 

l a r g e l y  d e t e r mi n e d  by h e r e d i t y ,  but  he does not  r u l e  out  

o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s .  (EYSENCK,  1964 ,  p . 101)  Hi s

s e r i e s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  t e s t s  were used t o d e r i v e  a measure o f  

e x t r a v e r s i o n  - i n t r o v e r s i o n  (E)  and n e u r o t i c i s m  - s t a b i l i t y  

( N ) .  S t u d i e s  found t h a t  c r i m i n a l s  and o t h e r s  whose conduct  

i s " i mmor a l "  were f ound in t he  h i gh E - h i gh N c a t e g o r y ,  t h a t  

i s t he y  were e x t r a v e r t  and e m o t i o n a l l y  l a b i l e .  T h i s  has a 

b i o l o g i c a l  ba s i s  in t h a t  e x t r a v e r t s  have low degr e es  o f  

c o r t i c a l  a r o u s a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  need s t r o n g e r  s t i m u l i .



-  84 -

A p p l i e d  t o c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  t h i s  woul d mean t h a t  e x t r a v e r t s  are

h a r d e r  t o c o n d i t i o n ,  because t he y  need more p ower f u l

u n c o n d i t i o n e d  s t i m u l i  and r e i n f o r c e m e n t .  He con c l u de s  a l s o

"Thus e x t r a v e r t s  have a g r e a t e r  b u i l t - i n  
s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o t e m p t a t i o n ,  because o f  t h e i r  low 
l e v e l  o f  c o r t i c a l  a r o u s a l .  T h e i r  needs a r e  g r e a t e r  
t han t hose  o f  i n t r o v e r t s ;  and t he  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e s e  
needs i s  l i k e l y  t o b r i n g  e x t r a v e r t s  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  s o c i e t y " . (EYSENCK,  1976 ,  p.  114)

Ey s e n c k ' s  v i ew i n summary,  t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  moral  b e h a v i o u r  i s

me d i a t e d  t h r ough  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  " c o n s c i e n c e " ,  whi ch i s

a c q u i r e d  t h r ough  a pr ocess  o f  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  C o n d i t i o n i n g  in

t u r n  i s  dependent  upon t he  l e v e l  of  c o r t i c a l  a r o u s a l .

Some of  t he  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e s  on moral  b e h a v i o u r  

ment i oned  by Eysenck may i n c l u d e  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t he  norms o f  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  group and i m i t a t i o n  of  t he b e h a v i o u r  o f  pee r s  and 

medi a " s t a r s " .  Rest  ( 1 9 8 3 )  p o i n t s  out  t h a t  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t

b e h a v i o u r  can be h i g h l y  m o r a l ,  as i n t he  case of  Gandhi  or  

M a r t i n  L u t h e r  King whose b e h a v i o u r  cor r e s p o n d e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  

t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  or  r e a s o n i n g .  But  t h i s  does not  a l t e r  t he  

f a c t  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n i n g  can a f f e c t  b e h a v i o u r  in bot h moral  and 

immoral  ways.

R e c e n t l y ,  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  r e s e a r c h  i s  e x t e n d i n g  i n t o  t he  a r ea  

of  c o g n i t i o n ,  whi ch i t  has so f a r  n e g l e c t e d  and i t  may be t h a t

c o g n i t i v e  change w i l l  be a c r i t i c a l  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  how a c h i l d

c o n s t r u e s  and r e c e i v e s  her  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  At  p r e s e n t  t he

s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  approach seems to emphasi se t he  p a s s i v i t y  o f  a

c h i l d ,  as t he  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n v a l u e s ,  and too much 

u n d e r p l a y s  t he  c h i l d ' s  own p o s i t i v e  c o n s t r u i n g .  Thus i t
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a t t a c h e s  t o t he p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c on cept  of  s o c i e t y ' s  a u t h o r i t y  

r a t h e r  t han t h a t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  aut onomy.  I t  u n d e r p l a y s  bot h  

reason and f e e l i n g ,  and s i n c e  t he  norms i n t e r n a l i s e d  ar e  

s o c i a l ,  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  woul d appear  t o see v a l u e s  as 

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t i v e  and not  a b s o l u t e  or  u n i v e r s a l .

3 . 4 C o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y :___Kohl  berg

C o g n i t i v e  dev e l o pme nt a l  t h e o r y  d i f f e r s  f rom t he  p r e v i o u s  two 

a p p r o a c h e s .  They assume t h a t  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  t he  m o r a l i t y  of  

t h e i r  s o c i e t y  t hr ough i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  s o c i a l i s e r s  or  by 

d i r e c t  c o n d i t i o n i n g  and exampl e by s o c i a l i s e r s ,  wher eas t he  

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  approach s t r e s s e s  t he  c h i l d ' s  own 

c o n s t r u a l  o f  t he  moral  domai n.  Ad h e r e n t s  o f  t he  

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  approach c l a i m  t h a t  moral  dev e l opment  

pr oceeds  t h r ough  a s e r i e s  of  s t ag es  whi ch r e p r e s e n t  

u n d e r l y i n g  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  or  ways o f  p e r c e i v i n g  t he  

soc i omor a l  w o r l d .  A l t hough  a f f e c t  i s  i n v o l v e d ,  moral  

dev e l opment  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a c o g n i t i v e  or  r a t i o n a l  pr ocess  

and t he moral  f o r c e  in p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o g n i t i v e ,  

not  a f f e c t i v e  or  b e h a v i o u r a l .  S i nce  Kohl  b e r g ' s  work f orms a 

maj or  p a r t  of  t h i s  s t u d y ,  h i s  c u r r e n t  t h e o r y  w i l l  be 

d i s c u s s e d  in d e t a i l  t h r ough  a s e r i e s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  The 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  ba s i s  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  w i l l  be s p e c i f i e d  but  o n l y  

b r i e f  r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be made to t he  l a r g e  number o f  s t u d i e s  

i n c l u d i n g  both c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  and l o n g i t u d i n a l ,  now e s t i m a t e d  

a t  some two t housa nd ,  whi ch on t he  whol e  s u p p o r t  Kohl  b e r g ' s
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main c l a i m s .  Many o f  t he s e  have been e x t e n s i v e l y  r e v i e we d  

e l s e w h e r e  ( e . g .  WALKER, 198 2 ,  SAPP,  ( e d . ) ,  1986 ,  MODGIL and 

MODGIL,  ( e d s . ) ,  1 9 8 6 ) .

Some of  t he  b a s i c  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  are  as 

f o l l o w s .

I )  THE REASONINGS PEOPLE OFFER TO JUSTIFY THEIR MORAL 

PRESCRIPTIONS TEND TO FORM INTERNALLY CONSISTENT SYSTEMS OF 

THOUGHT, HERE CALLED STAGES, WHICH ARE CENTRED UPON CERTAIN 

SALIENT CONSIDERATIONS.

These systems of  t h o u g h t  form l o g i c a l  or  s t r u c t u r e d  who l e s .  

Reasoni ng based on them i s  not  a s p e c i f i c  r esponse  to a 

p a r t i c u l a r  t a s k ,  but  a g e n e r a l  way o f  r e s po nd i ng  t o t a s k s  

whi ch ar e  not  m a n i f e s t l y  s i m i l a r .  Each system of  t h o u g h t  i s  

q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o r d i n g  to i t s  own i n n e r  l o g i c .  I n  

s t r e s s i n g  r e a s o n i n g  as e s s e n t i a l  to moral  j u dgme n t .  Kohl  berg  

i s  deny i ng  t he  e m o t i v i s t  p o s i t i o n  b u t ,  u n l i k e  Ka n t ,  he does 

not  e n t i r e l y  r u l e  out  a f f e c t  as a component  o f  moral  j udgment  

or  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g .  However ,  a t  h e a r t ,  he v i ews m o r a l i t y  

as a s e t  o f  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .

The i n n e r  l o g i c  i s  d i s c o v e r e d  in t he  s a l i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

of  each s t a g e .  The f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  summary o f  t h e s e  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i s  e x t r a c t e d  f rom a p r e - p u b l i c a t i o n  d r a f t  o f  

t he  c u r r e n t  S t a nd a r d  I s s ue  Sc o r i n g  Manual  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  A f u l l e r  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  s t ages  w i l l  be f ound in Appendi x  A.
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St age 1: assumes t h a t  doi ng t h i n g s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  l a b e l l e d  as

wrong i s  f o l l o w e d  by puni shment  d e t e r mi n e d  by 

e x t e r n a l  a u t h o r i t y .  P u n i s h a b i l i t y  t hus d e f i n e s  an 

a c t  as wrong,  and a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  r ewar d  d e f i n e s  an 

a c t  as r i g h t .

St age 2: f ocuss es  upon i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  needs and

exchanges ,  c o n s i d e r e d  f rom t he  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t he  

i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l ,  or  o f  t hose  w i t h  whom the  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  can i m m e d i a t e l y  i d e n t i f y .

St age 3: c o n s i d e r s  p r o - s o c i a l  ( o r  a n t i - s o c i a l )  mo t i v e s  and

norms,  and t he  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

r o l e s  v a l u e d  f o r  t h e i r  own sake.

St age 4: a ppea l s  t o g e n e r a l i s e d  p r a c t i c e s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

and r i g h t s  whi ch ar e  r e q u i r e d  or  shoul d  be uphel d  

by s o c i e t y ,  and embodied in n e c e s s a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

l i k e  t he  f a m i l y  and t he  l aw.

St age 5: p r e - s u p p o s e s  f undamen t a l  s o c i o - l e g a l  v a l u e s .  A

h i e r a r c h y  o f  r i g h t s  and v a l u e s  i s  seen as a v a l i d  

p r i n c i p l e  f o r  any s o c i e t y  and a j udgment  whi ch  

r a t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  woul d make based on l o g i c ,  or  

would agr ee  upon t h r ough  appeal  to a pr ocess  of  

s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t .

In c a l l i n g  St ages 1 and 2 p r e - c o n v e n t i o n a l  and St ages  3 and 4 

c o n v e n t i o n a l .  Kohl  berg does not  mean t o i mp l y  t h a t  t hey  are  

r e l a t e d  to s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  or  custom.  T u r i e l  ( 1 9 8 3 )  has 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t he  moral  domain f rom t he  c o n v e n t i o n a l  domain 

as o r d i n a r i l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  and h i s  work suggest s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n
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as young as s i x  are a b l e  to d i s c r i m i n a t e  between c o n v e n t i o n a l

r u l e s  and r u l e s  o f  m o r a l i t y  and j u s t i c e .  However ,  t he

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t he moral  domai n,  i f  any,  in human a f f a i r s ,  ar e

as y e t  a m a t t e r  o f  d i s p u t e .  Kohl  berg appear s  t o s e t  them

r a t h e r  n a r r o w l y ,  t h a t  i s  around t he  con cept  o f  j u s t i c e .  I t

a p p e a r s ,  however ,  t h a t  in r esponse to c r i t i c i s m s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  by G i l l i g a n  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  Kohl  berg now concedes t h a t

hi s  emphasi s on j u s t i c e  does not  r e f l e c t  f u l l y  a l l  t h a t  i s

r e c o g n i s e d  as be i ng p a r t  o f  t he  moral  domai n.  Ther e  i s  an

e t h i c  o f  c a r e ,  o f t e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c a l

t e a c h i n g .  He does not  b e l i e v e  however ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a

s e p a r a t e  e t h i c  as G i l l i g a n  c l a i m s ,  but  t h a t

" s p e c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  of  car e  pr esuppose but  go
beyond t he ge n e r a l  d u t i e s  of  j u s t i c e ,  whi ch ar e  
ne c e s s a r y  but  not  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e m " . .  
(KOHLBERG, L . , LEVI NE,  C. and HEWER, A . ,  198 3 ,
p . 21)

Th i s  b r o a d e n i n g  o f  t he  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  domain o f  m o r a l i t y  may 

have t o i n v o l v e  a r e - a s s e s s m e n t  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  

t he P l a t o n i c  v i ew t h a t  t he  good i s  one,  and t h a t  i t s  name is

j u s t i c e .  At  p r e s e n t ,  t he  c e n t r a l  s a l i e n t  assumpt i on  o f  each

st age  i s  how peopl e  r espond t o t he  q u e s t i o n  - what  i s  t he  

r i g h t  ( o r  j u s t )  t h i n g  t o do? The systems of  t h o u g h t  o f  each 

s t age  w i t h  t h e i r  s a l i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  are  t hus f ocuss ed  on 

t he q u e s t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .

I I )  EARLIER STAGES ARE NOT LEFT BEHIND IN THE PROCESS OF 

DEVELOPMENT BUT ARE TAKEN UP AND REINTEGRATED AT THE NEXT 

STAGE.



-  89 -

What t h i s  means i s  t h a t  t he  s a l i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a t  one 

st age  r emai n i n t he  ne x t  s t a g e ,  but  are now r e o r g a n i s e d  

around new c e n t r a l  and s a l i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  In o t h e r  

wor ds ,  e a r l i e r  s t ages  are  not  so much l e f t  beh i nd but  t aken  

up and t r a n s f o r m e d  in t he ne x t  s t a g e .

I l l )  A STAGE OF MORAL REASONING REPRESENTS THE OVERT 

EXPRESSION OF AN UNDERLYING AND RELATIVELY ENDURING COGNITIVE 

STRUCTURE.

Kohl  berg now c a l l s  h i s  s t ages  s t a g e s  of  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g  

r a t h e r  t han s t ages  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g ,  because he r e c o g n i s e s  

t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o t a l l y  synonymous w i t h  

j u s t i c e ,  but  he has n e v e r t h e l e s s  m a i n t a i n e d  t he  P l a t o n i c  

p o s i t i o n .  When r e f e r r i n g  t o h i s  e a r l i e r  work I w i l l  use t he  

t erm moral  r e a s o n i n g .  The c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  he d e s c r i b e s  

i s not  a ne u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  b r a i n  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  i n a 

c e r t a i n  way but  t he  s t r u c t u r e  of  t he  f u n c t i o n i n g  of  t he  r u l e s  

f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Ther e  are  o t h e r  c o g n i t i v e  

domains w i t h  a s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e  whi ch a r e  r e l a t e d  t o t he  

m o r a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  l o g i c a l - m a t h e m a t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

t a k i n g  and s o c i a l - c o n v e n t i o n a l .  Kohl  berg c l a i ms  t h a t  t h e s e  

domains dev e l op  i n p a r a l l e l  and ar e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t .  The 

moral  domain can be r e c o g n i s e d  as s e p a r a t e  and t o c o n s i s t  o f  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  v a l u e  j udgment s  o f  what  i s  r i g h t  and good.  

These j udgment s  ar e  not  r e d u c i b l e  t o ,  nor  d i r e c t l y  e x p r e s s i v e  

o f ,  e mot i v e  s t a t e m e n t s .  However ,  Kegan ( 1 9 8 2 )  and L o e v i n g e r  

( 1 9 8 2 )  t ake  a more h o l i s t i c  v i ew.  Kegan' s  d e v e l o p me n t a l  v i ew
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of  t he  s e l f ,  f o r  exampl e ,  i n c l u d e s  what  he c a l l s  t he  

" p a r t i c i p a t i v e "  s i de  o f  d e v e l o p me n t ,  t h a t  i s " t he  way t h a t  

a c t i v i t y  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by a d y n a m i c a l l y  m a i n t a i n e d  s e l f "  

(KEGAN, 198 2 ,  p . 1 2 ) .

Kohl  berg has t aken  over  t he  con cept  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a ge  f rom 

P i a g e t ' s  t h e o r y  of  l o g i c - m a t h e m a t i c a l  d ev e l o pmen t .  But  s i nce  

t he s t r u c t u r e s  t h e ms e l v e s  can never  be obser ved  t he  s t ages  

t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  them ar e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  i d e a l  t ypes  or  

exe mpl a r s  r a t h e r  t han a b s t r a c t e d  f orms or  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  the  

s t r u c t u r e s  t he ms e l v e s  (KOHLBERG, 1984 ,  P . 2 4 2 ) .  Thus,  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  i dea  o f  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s i m i l a r  to t h a t  i m p l i e d  by 

t he  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  s t r u c t u r e .  

( T o m l i n s o n ,  1986 ,  p . 109)  w r i t e s  t h a t  Kohl  berg d e f i n e s  

c o g n i t i v e  deve l opment  w i t h  P i a g e t ,  as p r o g r e s s  t h r ough  t hese  

ment al  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t hen d e f i n e s  m o r a l i t y ,  aga i n  w i t h  P i a g e t ,  

as d e o n t o l o g i c a l  j u s t i c e .  He c l a i ms  t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

s t r u c t u r a l i s m  i s  now "a r a t h e r  o l d  p a r a d i g m" ,  s i n c e  human 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  are more f l e x i b l e  t han s t r u c t u r a l i s m  

a l l o w s .  S u l l i v a n  ( 1 9 7 7 )  argued e a r l i e r  t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

s t r u c t u r a l i s t  ' b i a s '  u n d e r p l a y e d  t he  r o l e  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  

l i k e  i m a g i n a t i o n  and s e n s i t i v i t y  in moral  j udgment .

I V)  A STAGE IS HELD TO REPRESENT AN UNDERLYING COGNITIVE 

STRUCTURE WHICH IS IN A RELATIVELY ENDURING STATE OF EQUI L I B

RIUM.  THE HIGHER THE STAGE THE GREATER THE STABI LI TY OF THE 

EQUILIBRIUM SINCE I T  REPRESENTS A CAPACITY TO RESOLVE MORE 

COMPLEX MORAL PROBLEMS.
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E q u i l i b r i u m  i s  d e f i n e d  by Kohl  berg as a b a l a nc e  o f

r e c i p r o c i t y  between t he  a c t i o n  o f  t he  or gan i sm upon t he

( p e r c e i v e d )  o b j e c t  ( o r  s i t u a t i o n )  and t he  a c t i o n  of  t he

( p e r c e i v e d )  o b j e c t  upon t he  o r gan i sm.  T h i s  b a l a n c e  in

i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in t he  u n d e r l y i n g  s t a b i l i t y  or

c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  a c o g n i t i v e  a c t .  The d i r e c t i o n  d u r i n g

d ev e l o pment  i s  t owar ds  g r e a t e r  e q u i l i b r i u m  between t he  s e l f ' s

a c t i o n s  and t hose o f  o t h e r s  t owar ds  t he s e l f .

" I n  i t s  g e n e r a l i s e d  form t h i s  e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  t he
end p o i n t  or  d e f i n e r  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  c o n c e i v e d  as 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  t h a t  i s  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y  or  
e q u a l i t y .  I n i t s  i n d i v i d u a l i s e d  form i t  d e f i n e s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  ' l o v e ' ,  i . e .  o f  m u t u a l i t y  and 
r e c i p r o c a l  i n t i m a c y " .  (KOHLBERG, 1984 ,  p . 9)

V) MOVEMENT FROM ONE STAGE TO THE NEXT IS THUS A FUNCTION OF

DI SEQUI LI BRI UM INDUCED BY PROBLEMS OF INTERACTION THAT CANNOT

BE RESOLVED AT THAT STAGE.

At  t he  h i g h e s t  s t a g e ,  t he  u l t i m a t e  c r i t e r i o n  of  m o r a l i t y  i s  

r e v e r s i b i l i t y .  Th i s  i s i m p l i e d  in what  Kohl  berg c a l l s  "moral  

musi ca l  c h a i r s " ,  a c o n c e p t i o n  whi ch r e q u i r e s  each person  

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  to t a k e  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  ev e r y one  e l s e  in t he  

s i t u a t i o n  u n t i l  a f a i r l y  ba l a n c e d  s o l u t i o n  emer ges.  In  

p r a c t i c e  t h i s  i s  an e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  and u n l i k e l y  

p r oc e dur e  and t hus i t  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  an i d e a l .  I t  

r e q u i r e s  what  P i a g e t  c a l l s  a commi tment  t o t he  ' s p i r i t  o f  t he

game ' ,  whi ch i s j u s t i c e ,  a c o n s t i t u t i v e  r u l e  w i t h o u t  whi ch

c o o p e r a t i o n  cannot  t a k e  p l a c e .  ( 1 9 3 2 ,  p. 93)  In f a c t

Kohl  berg no l o n g e r  c l a i ms  t he e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  h i g h e s t  s t age

( 6 )  in e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  so i t  r emai ns  a s p e c u l a t i o n ,  but  t he
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sear ch  c o n t i n u e s ,  and i t  i s  s t i l l  t he  t h e o r e t i c a l  i d e a l  

e n d p o i n t  f o r  h i s  " r a t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  o n t o g e n e t i c  

s t ages  o f  j u s t i c e " .

Movement  t h r ough  t he s t ages  t o t h i s  i d e a l  e n d p o i n t  i s  t hus a 

movement  t owar ds  g r e a t e r  r e v e r s i b i l i t y  or  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  v i a  

s t a g e - c h a n g e  s t i m u l a t e d  by d i s e q u i l i b r i u m .  The con c e p t  of  

d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  one.  As l ong as t he  s a l i e n t  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  t he  s t age  s t r u c t u r e  appear  t o p r o v i d e  good 

r easons  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h i n k  t h r ough  moral  c o n f l i c t s ,  

t h e r e  i s  e q u i l i b r i u m .  Where r easons  do not  appear  to be good 

enough to an i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e r e  i s  c o g n i t i v e  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  

and a sear ch  f o r  b e t t e r  r e a s o n s .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  a 

r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  or  change o f  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e .  However ,  

t h i s  can t a k e  some t i m e ,  as Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  accommodates  

t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t ages  between t he  main s t ages  o f  d e v e l o p me n t ,  

i n whi ch i n d i v i d u a l s  appear  t o have a m i x t u r e  o f  c o g n i t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e s .  D i s e q u i l i b r i u m  can be caused by exposur e  to  

h i g h e r  s t age  r e a s o n i n g ,  as happens in Kohl  b e r g ' s  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  programmes.

V I )  A PERSON'S MORAL REASONING IS SELDOM WHOLLY WITHI N THE 

BOUNDARIES OF A SINGLE STAGE AND USUALLY EXHI BI TS FEATURES OF 

ADJACENT STAGES. HOWEVER, THE LONGER A PERSON'S REASONING 

REMAINS IN A GIVEN STAGE, THE MORE I T BECOMES CONFINED WITHI N  

I T .
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I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to s p e c u l a t e  her e  on t he  e f f e c t  o f  a t r a u m a t i c  

l i f e  e v e n t  on moral  d e v e l o p me n t .  Such an e v e n t  can h i g h l i g h t  

pa s t  e x p e r i e n c e  as wrong or  damaging and f o r c e  an i n d i v i d u a l  

to r e - a s s e s s  her  whol e  modus o p e r a n d i .  In t e r ms of  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y ,  a t r a g e d y  or  a r e l i g i o u s  r e v e l a t i o n  i n a 

p e r s o n ' s  l i f e  cou l d  cause mass i ve  c o g n i t i v e  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  

and be f o l l o w e d  by sudden c o g n i t i v e  s t age  p r o g r e s s i o n .

V I I )  AN I NDI V I DUAL ' S  STAGE OF MORAL REASONING REPRESENTS THE 

BEST REASONING OF WHICH THAT PERSON IS CAPABLE, WHERE THE 

CRITERI A FOR "GOODNESS" OF REASONING ARE THOSE WHICH APPLY TO 

REASONING IN ANY CONTEXT.

A p e r s o n ' s  a c t u a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  cour se  may not  be as good as 

t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  bes t  r e a s o n i n g .  But  d e f i n i n g  a s t age  as t he  

bes t  r e a s o n i n g  a per son i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  t he  

assumpt i on t h a t  r e g r e s s i o n  to e a r l i e r  s t ages  cannot  o c c u r ,  

e x c e p t  per haps w i t h  b r a i n  damage.  The pr obl em of  r e g r e s s i o n  

has been a s i g n i f i c a n t  i ssue  f o r  Kohl  ber g .  In some o f  h i s  

e a r l y  s t u d i e s ,  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  appear ed  t o  r e g r e s s  f rom 

St age 4 to St age 2,  b e f o r e  movi ng on to St age  5.  Becoming  

aware o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  some s t u d e n t s  had no 

r eason to s u p por t  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  s t a n d a r d s  and t hus  

t ended t o r e t u r n  t o more p e r s o n a l  and s u b j e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n s .  

But  Kohl  berg dec i de d  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  was not  t he  same n a i v e  

hedonism as St age 2,  where s u b j e c t s  d i d  not  y e t  have a s o c i a l  

c o n s c i e n c e .  The o r i g i n  o f  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t ages  was h e r e ,  in 

St age 4 / 5 ,  where m o r a l i t y  seems a r b i t r a r y  and r e l a t i v e  and
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ways of  maki ng a p r i n c i p l e d  c ho i c e  have not  y e t  been 

di s c o v e r e d .

An ot h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  ( v i i )  i s  t h a t  i f  a 

person has any St age 5 r e a s o n i n g  a t  a l l  in her  answer s ,  t hen  

she shoul d  be c o n s i d e r e d  as St age 5 because t h a t  woul d be her  

bes t  r e a s o n i n g .  However ,  t h i s  does not  appear  to be 

r e f l e c t e d  in t he  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  

a v e r a g i n g  a l l  s c o r a b l e  m a t e r i a l ,  and t hus l o we r  s t age  

r e a s o n i n g  woul d p u l l  down t he  o v e r a l l  s c o r e .  A l s o ,  r e a s o n i n g  

a t  any s t age  i s  o n l y  count ed in t he  f i n a l  scor e  i f  i t  i s  25% 

or more o f  t he  t o t a l  s c o r a b l e  m a t e r i a l .

V I I I )  THERE ARE 5 / 6  STAGES OF MORAL REASONING AND THESE FORM 

A UNIVERSAL AND INVARIANT DEVELOPMENTAL SEQUENCE.

St ages 5 / 6  have now been amal gamat ed because no e v i d e n c e  of

d i s c r e t e  St age 6 r e a s o n i n g  has been f ound i n c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  

s t u d i e s .  Ev i dence  has,  however ,  r e g u l a r l y  been found i n both  

' s i m p l e '  and ' a d v a n c e d '  c u l t u r e s  of  St ages 1 - 4 ,  t hus  

s u p p o r t i n g  Kohl  b e r g ' s  c l a i ms  t h a t  t hese  s t ages  a r e  u n i v e r s a l .  

Kohl  berg adopt s  t he  u n i v e r s a l i s t  p o s i t i o n  f rom t he  p h i l o s o p h y  

of  Kant  and Ha r e ,  t h a t  i s ,  maki ng a moral  j udgment  assumes a 

uni  v e r s a i i s i n g  i n t e n t  and a l s o  t h a t  uni  v e r s a i i s a b i l i t y  of  

such j udgment s  i s  l o g i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y .  D e s p i t e  t he  

v a r i a b i l i t y  in c e r t a i n  moral  b e h a v i o u r s  or  customs i n v a r i o u s  

s o c i e t i e s ,  benea t h  t h i s  t h e r e  seem t o  be u n i v e r s a l  k i n d s  o f

j u d g i n g  or  v a l u i n g .  Kohl  berg g i v e s  t he  exampl e of  monogamy
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and pol ygamy,  both of  whi ch are c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t he  

c u l t u r a l 1y - u n i v e r s a i  u n d e r l y i n g  moral  norms of  p e r s o na l

d i g n i t y ,  t r u s t  and commi tment  in sexual  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

(KOHLBERG, L . , LEVI NE,  C. and HEWER, A . ,  1983 ,  p . 72)

C r i t i c i s m s  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  u n i v e r s a l i s t  c l a i ms  have been made 

by C a r t e r  ( 1 9 8 6 )  and Locke ( 1 9 8 6 )  who both c l a i m  t h a t  he i s

in f a c t  a c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i v i s t .  C a r t e r  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s

because Kohl  berg makes an e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  c h o i c e  in h i s  p r i o r  

assumpt i ons  and t h i s  c ho i c e  i t s e l f  i s  r e l a t i v e  because i t  

c annot  be p r ov e d .  So a l t h o u g h  t he  s t ages  may appear  

u n i v e r s a l ,  t he  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  assumpt i ons  beh i nd them are  

r e l a t i v e .  Locke says t h a t  Kohl  berg i s  not  e n t i t l e d  t o  move 

f rom t he  c l a i m  t h a t  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  have t o be u n i v e r s a l  in 

t he  sense o f  a p p l y i n g  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  to eve r yone  who f a l l s  

under  them to t he  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e r e  are u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

to whi ch eve r y one  can or  w i l l  a g r e e .  N e i t h e r  does he b e l i e v e  

t h a t  Kohl  berg has shown t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  moral  uni  v e r s a i s  

common t o a l l  c u l t u r e s .  Th i s  appear s  to be a p e r t i n e n t  

c r i t i c i s m ,  s i n c e  o n l y  p r i n c i p l e d  ( 5 / 6 )  r e a s o n i n g  i s  t r u l y  

u n i v e r s a l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o Kohl  berg h i m s e l f ,  and St age 5 has not  

been f ound acr oss  a l l  c u l t u r e s .  Simpson ( 1 9 7 4 )  a l s o  c l a i m e d  

t h a t  Kohl  berg has not  s t u d i e d  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  c u l t u r e s  

to s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  c l a i ms  o f  c u l t u r a l  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  t he  

s t a g e s ,  and has agr eed w i t h  S u l l i v a n  ( 1 9 7 7 )  t h a t  h i s  h i g h e r  

st ages  are  e t h n o c e n t r i c .
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St age  5 has o n l y  been f ound in peopl e  of  West er n  or

' a d v a n c e d '  c u l t u r e s  and t h i s  has l ed  to c r i t i c i s m  o f  Kohl  berg  

( e . g .  SULLIVAN,  1977)  f o r  b i a s  t owar ds  West er n l i b e r a l  

i d e o l o g y .  Br ought on ( 1 9 8 6 )  has r e c e n t l y  gone f u r t h e r  in

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a l i b e r a l  i d e o l o g y  whi ch he c o n s i d e r s  as

consonant  w i t h  s t a t e  power ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  and s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  i s  

g i v e n  a r a t i o n a l  ba s i s  by Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y .  T h i s  seems 

s t r a n g e ,  as St age 5 p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  are  s t a t e d  by

Kohl  berg t o be t hose  by whi ch e n t r e n c h e d  a u t h o r i t y  i s  to be 

c r i t i c i s e d  r a t h e r  t han s u p p o r t e d .  I t  appear s  to be a hazar d  

f o r  moral  e d u c a t o r s  t o be c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  be i ng s u b v e r s i v e  by 

t hose  h o l d i n g  r i g h t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s ,  and f o r  be i ng  

r e a c t i o n a r y  by t hose  h o l d i n g  l e f t - w i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s .  

Kohl  berg m a i n t a i n s  h i s  c l a i m  o f  c u l t u r a l  u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  say i ng  

t h a t  t he  f a i l u r e  t o f i n d  h i g h e r  s t ages  in ' s i m p l e '  c u l t u r e s  

i s due to t h e i r  l a c k  o f  s o c i a l - s t r u c t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y  and l a c k  

of  f or ma l  systems of  e d u c a t i o n .

I X)  THOUGH THE END STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT FOR PARTICULAR 

I NDI VI DUALS WILL VARY, NO STAGE IN THE SEQUENCE CAN BE 

OMITTED.

Se v e r a l  s t u d i e s  have been made to t e s t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  

t he  sequence o f  s t ages  i s i n v a r i a n t  and s t e p w i s e .  Those by 

H o l s t e i n  ( 1 9 7 6 )  and Kuhn ( 1 9 7 6 )  a r e  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  whi ch found  

some r e g r e s s i o n  and s t a g e - s k i p p i n g ,  but  more r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  

usi ng t he new s c o r i n g  system are s u p p o r t i v e  of  t he  sequence  

( e . g .  WALKER, 1982 ) .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  own l o n g i t u d i n a l  d a t a  has
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r e c e n t l y  been a n a l y s e d  and p u b l i s h e d  and he c l a i ms  t h a t  ove r

20 y e a r s  t he  t h i n k i n g  of  s u b j e c t s  d ev e l o ped  in a r e g u l a r

sequence w i t h  no s t a g e - s k i p p i n g  or  r e g r e s s i o n .  (COLBY,  A.

and KOHLBERG, L . , 1 9 8 4 ) .

C r i t i c s ,  however ,  s t i l l  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  i s  a d j u s t m e n t s  to t he  

s c o r i n g  p r oc e dur e  as w e l l  as t he  s t r u c t u r e  of  t he  MOI i t s e l f  

as a measure t h a t  have e l i m i n a t e d  r e g r e s s i o n  ( e . g .  KURTINES 

and GRIEF,  1974)  and t h a t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  p e r f o r ma n c e  in 

t he  i n t e r v i e w .

I f  moral  dev e l opment  occur s  in a sequence o f  s t ages  o v e r  t i me  

one woul d a l s o  e x p e c t  t h a t  o l d e r  s u b j e c t s  woul d show more 

advanced s t ages  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  t han younger  s u b j e c t s .  

C r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  show t h a t  moral  deve l opment  seems to  

dev e l op  as l ong as peo p l e  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t hen  

t ends to l e v e l  o f f .  (REST,  1 9 8 0 ) .  I t  does seem obv i ous  t h a t  

deve l opment  w i l l  occur  i n t h i n k i n g  as w i t h  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of  

growt h a l ong w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  m a t u r i t y  and s o c i o - m o r a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a t  l e a s t  f rom e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  t o young a d u l t h o o d .

X) THE SEQUENCE OF STAGES FORMS A LOGICAL HIERARCHY IN THE 

SENSE THAT A GIVEN STAGE IS A LOGICALLY NECESSARY BUT NOT 

SUFFI CI ENT CONDITION OF THE NEXT STAGE.

Th i s  i s  a c e n t r a l  t e n e t  o f  c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y  

d e r i v e d  f rom P i a g e t .  Moral  j udgment  i s  a r o l e - t a k i n g  pr oce ss  

t h a t  has a new l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  a t  each s t age  p a r a l l e l i n g
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P i a g e t ' s  l o g i c a l  s t a g e s .  As each s t age  f orms a new and more 

i n t e g r a t e d  form o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  t he  s t ages  a l s o  form a l o g i c a l  

and c u m u l a t i v e  h i e r a r c h y .

Ther e  i s  some d i s p u t e  over  t he  l a t e r  s t a ge s  be i ng  

h i e r a r c h i c a l .  Gibbs ( 1 9 7 9 )  suggest s  t h e r e  are s t a n d a r d  

s t ages  f o r  c h i l d h o o d  and a d o l e s c e n c e ,  but  t h a t  t hese  are  

f o l l o w e d  by e x i s t e n t i a l  s t ages  f o r  a d u l t h o o d .  The l a t t e r  are  

not  n e c e s s a r i l y  s e q u e n t i a l ,  upward or  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y  

u n i v e r s a l  but  can be a l t e r n a t i v e s  to each o t h e r .  The 

' p r i n c i p l e d '  s t ages  may be u n d e r s t o od  as de t ached  r e f l e c t i o n s  

upon o n e ' s  t h e o r i e s  in a c t i o n .  Kohl  berg has m o d i f i e d  h i s  

t h e o r y  in t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  and now says t h a t  St ages 1 - 4  are  

' h a r d '  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a g e s ,  in t h a t  t he y  meet  P i a g e t i a n  s t age  

c r i t e r i a ,  and St age 5 / 6  i s  a ' s o f t '  s t age  on t he grounds t h a t  

i t  i s  based on p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t han on a c t u a l  

pr obl ems d i r e c t l y  e n c o u n t e r e d .

Hogan ( 1 9 8 4 )  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  St ages  5 and 6 c o u l d  be 

a l t e r n a t i v e s  to St age 4 dependi ng on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

p e r s o n a l i t y  and v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e .  L i f t o n  ( 1 9 8 6 )  f i n d s  t he  

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  few peopl e  a c h i e v e  t he  

h i g h e r  s t ages  of  moral  dev e l opment  d i s c o n c e r t i n g ,  because i t  

d e f i n e s  95% of  t he  U. S.  p o p u l a t i o n  as m o r a l l y  i mmat ur e .  He 

suggest s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a wi de v a r i e t y  o f  moral  s t y l e s ,  and 

t h a t  any or  a l l  o f  t he s e  may be c o n s i d e r e d  m o r a l l y  ma t u r e ,  

because t he y  do e n a b l e  peopl e  t o  handl e  moral  s i t u a t i o n s  

e f f e c t i v e l y .
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Al t h o u g h  A r o n f r e e d  ( 1 9 7 6 )  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h i g h e r  s t ages  r e f l e c t

o n l y  a commi tment  t o a p a r t i c u l a r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,

L i ckona  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  a moral  h i e r a r c h y  cannot  be a v o i d e d .

"A m o r a l i t y  t h a t  r e s p e c t s  t he r i g h t s  of  o t h e r s  i s  
s u p e r i o r  to a m o r a l i t y  t h a t  does n o t ,  and 
deve l opment  o f  such a h i g h e r  m o r a l i t y  i s  a 
n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t he  k i nd  o f  s o c i e t y  whose  
members each have a f a i r  chance a t  t he  p u r s u i t  o f
happi ness  or  f u l f i l l m e n t "  ( 1 9 7 6 ,  pp.  6 - 7 )

He appear s  t o assume h e r e ,  however ,  t h a t  r e a s o n i n g  a t  l owe r

s t ages  does not  r e s p e c t  t he  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s .  I woul d ar gue

t h a t  t he  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s  are  r e s p e c t e d  a t  St ages  2 and 3,

a l b e i t  l i m i t e d  t o t he  o t h e r s  a person a c t u a l l y  i n t e r a c t s

w i t h .

X I )  LATER STAGES OF REASONING ARE BETTER THAN EARLIER ONES,  

NOT IN THE SENSE THAT THE I NDI VI DUAL WHO EXHI BI TS A HIGHER 

STAGE OF REASONING IS BETTER IN A MORAL SENSE, BUT THAT THE 

I NDI V I DUAL ' S  REASONING IS BETTER.

A h i e r a r c h y  assumes s u p e r i o r  and i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n s .  As w e l l  

as be i ng l o g i c a l l y  b e t t e r ,  h i g h e r  s t ages  show b e t t e r

e q u i l i b r i u m  and s o l v e  pr obl ems b e t t e r .  Kohl  berg a l s o  c l a i m s

t h a t  peopl e  a t  h i g h e r  s t ages  are more l i a b l e  to f o l l o w  t h e i r

b e t t e r  j udgment  w i t h  moral  a c t i o n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,

t h e r e f o r e  to escape t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t s  a t  h i g h e r  

st ages  ar e  more moral  p e r s o ns .  Kohl  berg c i t e s  as exampl es  o f  

such i d e a l  moral  per sons S o c r a t e s ,  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  Ki ng and 

Gandhi .  I f  Kohl  berg woul d not  d e f i n e  t hese  t h r e e  as more

moral  p e r s o n s ,  one wonders whe t h e r  he co u l d  d e f i n e  a moral

person a t  a l l .  He a l s o  wr o t e
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"our  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  i s  grounded on t he moral  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r y  whi ch s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t he  l a t e r  
st age  i s  m o r a l l y  b e t t e r  or  more adequat e  t han t he  
e a r l i e r " .  ( 1 9 7 3 ,  p. 632)

As e v i d e n c e  o f  h i g h e r  s t a ge s  i n v o l v i n g  b e t t e r  r e a s o n i n g .

Kohl  berg c l a i ms  t h a t  peopl e  r e j e c t  t he  r e a s o n i n g  of  t he  s t age

bel ow t h e i r  own as i n f e r i o r .  I n o t h e r  wor ds ,  i f  o f f e r e d  a

c h o i c e ,  t he y  p r e f e r  t he  r e a s o n i n g  o f  t he  h i g h e s t  s t a g e  t h e y

can comprehend.  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Kohl  b e r g ' s

t h e o r e t i c a l  c l a i m  t h a t  e a r l i e r  s t ages  have not  been l e f t

beh i nd  but  t r a n s f o r m e d  in subsequent  s t ages  because t h e y  were

f ound t o be i n a d e q u a t e .  I t  i s  to be e x p e c t e d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t

peopl e  w i l l  r e j e c t  as i n a d e q u a t e  e a r l i e r  s t ages  o f  r e a s o n i n g

in t h e i r  u n t r a n s f o r m e d  s t a t e .

Al t hough  Kohl  berg appear s  t o acknowl edge t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

e v i d e n c e  a l one  i s not  s u f f i c i e n t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  moral

adequacy of  h i g h e r  s t a g e s ,  he c o n t i n u e s  t o j u s t i f y  them in

t erms of  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between such p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e

and n o r m a t i v e  t h e o r i e s .

" t o  e x p l a i n  t he s e  f i n d i n g s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i s  to
engage in a n o r m a t i v e - t h e o r e t i c a l - r a t i o n a l  r e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n  of  s t ages  or  o f  t h e o r i e s  to whi ch t h e y  
are  r e l a t e d " .  ( 1 9 8 2 ,  p. 525)

S e i g e l  f i n d s  t h i s  c o n f u s i n g ,  and i n s i s t s  t h a t  t he  f a c t s  of

deve l opment  ( i s )  cannot  p r o v i d e  any j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  moral

adequacy ( o u g h t ) .  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p.  74)  Boyd however  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t

Kohl  berg i s  r i g h t  when he suggest s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a

r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween ' i s '  and ' o u g h t '  h e r e ,  because

c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  t he ms e l v e s  s t a g e - b o u n d  or

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  dependent .



-  loi -

X I I )  I T  IS ASSUMED THAT THE REASONING USED TO DEFEND A MORAL 

JUDGMENT, BECAUSE I T REFLECTS AN UNDERLYING COGNITIVE 

STRUCTURE, IS ALSO AN I NDI CATI ON OF THE COGNITIVE PROCESSES 

WHICH GENERATED THE MORAL JUDGMENT IN THE FI RST PLACE.

In h i s  r e s e a r c h  p r oc e dur e  i n t e n d e d  to l o c a t e  a s u b j e c t ' s  

st age  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  Kohl  berg f i r s t  p r e s e n t s  a moral  di l emma  

and asks f o r  an i mmedi a t e  j udgment  on w h e t h e r  t he  c h i e f  

p r o t a g o n i s t  shoul d  or  shoul d  not  a c t  in a c e r t a i n  way.  Once 

t he  j udgment  i s  made,  t he  s u b j e c t  i s  asked f o r  h i s  or  her  

r easoned j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  j udgment .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a g e s  

ar e  based upon t he  n a t u r e  o f  t he  r easoned j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and 

he i s not  c o n c e r n e d ,  in i d e n t i f y i n g  t he s t a g e s ,  w i t h  t he  

a c t u a l  j udgment s  made.  However ,  he t hen makes a s i g n i f i c a n t  

a s s umpt i on ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  not  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  t he  

u n d e r l y i n g  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n t he  r eas oned  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  g e n e r a t e d  t he  j udgment  i n t he  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

He has a l s o  c l a i me d  t h a t  t he j udgment  t hus g e n e r a t e d  has an 

i n f l u e n c e  on b e h a v i o u r  and t h e r e f o r e  appear s  t o see t he  

r e a s o n i n g  or  s t age  as an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t he  pr oce ss  

t owar ds  moral  a c t i o n .

Th i s  a s s u mp t i o n ,  t h a t  t he  same c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  u n d e r l i e s  

both j udgment  and r e a s o n i n g ,  can be q u e s t i o n e d .  The j udgment  

t ends t o be made f a i r l y  q u i c k l y  and i n t u i t i v e l y ,  and c o u l d  be 

a r r i v e d  a t  t h r ough  unconsc i ous  pr ocesses  whi ch bear  l i t t l e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o t he  r easoned j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  The j u s t i f i -
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c a t i o n  cou l d  be seen as a subsequent  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of  t he  

j udgment  and an e f f o r t  t o  def end i t  t o  o t h e r s .  Because i t  

has to be both c onsc i ous  and v e r b a l ,  i t  mi ght  r e f l e c t  a 

p e r s o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  or  s o c i a l  v i e w s ,  what  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  

a c c e p t a b l e  to t he i n t e r v i e w e r  a s k i ng  'Why?'  or  be a d e f e n s i v e  

r e a c t i o n .  I t  i s  n o r m a l l y  e a s i e r  t o  make a j udgment  t han to  

j u s t i f y  or  de f end  i t .  T h i s  r emai ns  t hen a f und a me n t a l  and 

unanswered q u e s t i o n  i n Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y .

X I I I )  THE SEQUENCE OF STAGES AS A WHOLE EXHI BI TS CERTAIN 

BASIC DEVELOPMENTAL PRI NCI PLES,  IN PARTICULAR THE PRINCIPLES 

OF PROGRESSIVE DI FFERENTI ATI ON AND INTEGRATION AND THE 

PROGRESSIVE BROADENING OF SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE.  THE HIGHEST 

STAGE INVOLVES THE CAPACITY TO SEE THE LOGICAL DI STI NCTI ON  

BETWEEN FACTUAL AND DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS, AND MORALLY 

PRESCRIPTIVE ONES.

As ment i oned  e a r l i e r .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t age  sequence ,  l i k e  any 

d e v e l o pme nt a l  sequence has a c e r t a i n  obv i ous  commonsense to  

i t .  Of  cour se  a 24 y e a r  o l d  w i l l  have a b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  t han a 4 y e a r  o l d ,  and a 14 y e a r  o l d  somet h i ng in  

bet ween.  S i m i l a r l y  w i t h  t he  a b i l i t y  to r o l e - t a k e  a n o t h e r ' s  

p o s i t i o n .  Both t hese  c r e a t e  a s u r f a c e  v a l i d i t y  to Kohl  b e r g ' s  

s t age  scheme.

However ,  t he  i dea  o f  t he  l o g i c a l l y  ne c e s s a r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  

between f a c t u a l  and d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and m o r a l l y  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  ones,  i s  more c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y
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q u e s t i o n a b l e .  I t  r e f l e c t s  Kohl  b e r g ' s  assumpt i on  of  

f o r m a l i s t i c  moral  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and a ' r u l e - t h e o r y '  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  c o g n i t i v e  moral  m a t u r i t y .  For  a 

n o n - f o r m a l i S t  p h i l o s o p h e r  t he  e n d - p o i n t  o f  moral  dev e l o pme n t  

woul d not  r ese mbl e  Kohl  b e r g ' s  St age 5 / 6 .  Kohl  berg ado pt s  a 

f o r m a l i s t  p o s i t i o n  but  does not  j u s t i f y  i t .  Hi s  a d o p t i o n  of  

p r e s c r i p t i v i s m  means an assumpt i on  t h a t  t he  domain of  " ought "  

s t a t e me n t s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t he  domain o f  " i s "  s t a t e m e n t s .  

Thi s  p o i n t  has been a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  in Ch a p t e r  2,  s e c t i o n  

2 . 4  and w i l l  be f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  in t h i s  c h a p t e r .

The c r i t e r i a  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  are  a l s o  s a i d

by Kohl  berg to map i n t o  t he  f or ma l  c r i t e r i a  whi ch f o r m a l i s t

p h i l o s o p h e r s  have he l d  to c h a r a c t e r i s e  genui ne  or  ad e qua t e

moral  j udgme nt s .  These l a t t e r  c r i t e r i a  a r e  t hose  of

p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  and u n i v e r s a l i t y .  However ,  Kohl  berg does not

a n a l y s e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  t o show how t he y

happen in t he  s t a g e s ,  so t h e y  r emai n an assumpt i on r a t h e r

than a pr oved c l a i m .

"These combi ned c r i t e r i a ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and 
i n t e g r a t i o n ,  ar e  c o n s i d e r e d  by d e v e l o pme n t a l  t h e o r y  
to e n t a i l  a b e t t e r  e q u i l i b r i u m  of  t he  s t r u c t u r e  in 
q u e s t i o n " .  ( 1 9 8 1 ,  p. 135)

H i g h e r  s t a g e s ,  because t he y  ar e  more e q u i l i b r a t e d ,  a r e  more

a b l e  to r e s o l v e  moral  c o n f l i c t s  and t hus ar e  more ade q ua t e

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  t han l o we r  s t a ge s  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g .  Locke

( 1 9 8 6 ,  pp.  2 8 - 9 )  i s  a c r i t i c  o f  t h i s  a s s u mp t i o n .  He

c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t he  St age 2 ' i n s t r u m e n t -  a l i s t '  who s o l v e s

hi s pr obl ems by a p p e a l i n g  to what  i s  most  in h i s  p e r s o n a l

i n t e r e s t ,  may w e l l  f i n d  moral  pr obl ems e a s i e r  t o s o l v e  t han
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someone a g o n i s i n g  over  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  and s o c i a l  u t i l i t i e s  

a t  St age 5.

XI V)  THE STAGE SEQUENCE IS SAID TO BE FUNCTIONALLY RELATED 

TO PI AGET' S STAGES OF INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER 

STAGE SEQUENCES.

P i a g e t i a n  s t ages  a r e  now c a l l e d  ' h a r d '  s t a g e s  by Kohl  berg  

because t h e y  have a l l  t he  f or ma l  p r o p e r t i e s  whi ch P i a g e t  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o a s t r u c t u r a l  s t age  - q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

s t r u c t u r e ,  i n v a r i a n t  sequence ,  s t r u c t u r e d  whol eness  and h i e r 

a r c h i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  Kohl  berg b e l i e v e s  h i s  own s t a g e s  1 - 4  

meet  t hese  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  They are a l s o  r e l a t e d  to P i a g e t ' s  

own s t ages  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dev e l o pment  in t h a t  a g i v e n  s t age  

of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dev e l opment  i s  s a i d  to be a n e c e s s a r y  but  not  

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  of  a g i v e n  s t age  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g .  

For  exampl e ,  a l l  p r i n c i p l e d  s u b j e c t s  a r e  f or ma l  o p e r a t i o n a l  

but  many f o r ma l  o p e r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  are  not  p r i n c i p l e d .  The 

moral  and l o g i c a l  s t ages  ar e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  p a r a l l e l  but  

d i f f e r e n t ,  as i n d i c a t e d  i n t he  f o l l o w i n g  t abl e . .

T a b l e  3 ( i )  LOGICAL AND MORAL STAGES

LOGICAL : PIAGET MORAL : KOHLBERG

Sy mb o l i c ,  i n t u i t i v e  t h o u g h t .  St age 0: t he  good i s  what  I

want  or  l i k e .

Co n c r e t e  o p e r a t i o n s .

Subst age 1 St age 1: P u n i s h m e n t - o b e d i e n c e

C a t e g o r i c a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  o r i e n t a t i o n .

Co nc r e t e  o p e r a t i o n s .
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Subst age  2

R e v e r s i b l e  c o n c r e t e  t h o u g h t

F^niT^aJ o p e r a t i o n s ,

Subst age 1

R e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t he  

i n v e r s e  o f  t he  r e c i p r o c a l

Formal  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Subst age 2

Formal  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Subst age 3

St age 2: I n s t r u m e n t a l  

hedonism and 

c o n c r e t e  

r e c i p r o c i t y .

St age 3: O r i e n t a t i o n  to  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of  

m u t u a l i  t y .

St age 4:  Ma i n t e n a n c e  of

s o c i a l  o r d e r , f i x e d  

r u l e s  and a u t h o r i t y

St age 5 / 6 :  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  

and u n i v e r s a l  

e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  

o r i e n t a t i o n .

( Adapt ed  f rom KOHLBERG, 1973b)

Kohl  berg a l s o  r e l a t e s  h i s  St ages  t o S e l ma n ' s  ( 1980)

r o l e - t a k i n g  or  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  s t a g e s .  A t t a i n m e n t  o f  P i a g e t ' s  

st age  of  f o r ma l  o p e r a t i o n s  i s  s a i d  to be a n e c e s s a r y  but  not  

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t he  a t t a i n m e n t  of  Se l ma n ' s  4 t h  s t age  

of  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n s .  Se l man ' s  4 t h  s t age  must  be 

a c h i e v e d  f o r  Kohl  b e r g ' s  4 t h  moral  s t age  to be a c h i e v e d .
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' S o f t '  or  f u n c t i o n a l  s t ages  have been d e s c r i b e d  by Kohl  berg  

as t hose  whi ch do not  have t he  n e c e s s a r y  f o r ma l  p r o p e r t i e s

a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d .  He p l a c e s  t he  s t ages  o f  E r i k s o n  ( 1 9 6 3 ) ,

L o e v i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 6 )  and F o wl e r  ( 1 9 8 1 )  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  

Kohl  berg has r e l a t e d  h i s  s t ages  to F o w l e r ' s  r e l i g i o u s  s t a g e s ,

and s a i d  t h a t  a s t age  of  moral  j udgment  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  but

not  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a s t age  o f  r e l i g i o n .  These

' s o f t '  s t ages  c o n t i n u e  i n t o  a d u l t h o o d ,  whereas Kohl  berg  

c l a i ms  t h a t  beyond e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d  t h e r e  i s no new ' h a r d '  

moral  s t a g e .  Kegan has a t t e mp t e d  a s y n t h e s i s  o f  s e v e r a l

s t age  schemes whi ch show t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

in t he  c r i t i c a l  move f rom pe r s o na l  to i n t e r p e r s o n a l  o r i e n t 

a t i o n ,  as in Kohl  b e r g ' s  St age 2 to St age 3.  ( 1 9 8 2 ,  pp.  1 6 4 - 5 )  

Al l  t he s e  s t ages  ar e  w i t h i n  t he  ego domai n,  and Kegan has 

suggest ed  t h a t  Kohl  berg has made " t h e  s i n g l e  most  o r i g i n a l  

and p o t e n t i a t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t he u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t he  ego 

s i nc e  Sigmund F r e u d " .  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p.  163)

XV) STAGE OF MORAL REASONING IS HELD TO BE A NECESSARY BUT 

NOT SUFFI CI ENT CONDITION OF MORAL ACTION.  THE MOTIVATION FOR 

MORAL ACTION IS DEFINED AS COGNITIVE.

As not ed by B l a s i  ( 1 9 8 0 )  c o g n i t i v e - d e v e 1opment  t h e o r y  o f f e r s  

o n l y  t he  v a g ue s t  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a pp r o a c h i n g  t he  r e l a t i o n s  of  

c o g n i t i o n  and a c t i o n ,  s i mp l y  h y p o t h e s i s i n g  a p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  between them.  S t u d i e s  so f a r  have shown a smal l  

p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  or  none.  I f ,  however ,  moral  s t a g e  does  

r e p r e s e n t  deep s t r u c t u r a l  a s pec t s  o f  c o g n i t i o n ,  one woul d
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e x p e c t  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  to o p e r a t e  in o t h e r  a r eas  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  

l i f e .  I f  n o t ,  e i t h e r  moral  s t age  i s  not  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  

c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and t hus moral  j udgment  i s not  r e l a t e d  to  

moral  a c t i o n  or  some o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  ( o r  v a r i a b l e s )  i n t e r v e n e s  

bet ween moral  j udgment  and moral  a c t i o n .

In t he  ne x t  s e c t i o n  i t  w i l l  be seen how P i a g e t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

bet ween t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  However ,  

Kohl  berg has n o t .  Hi s  i dea  of  moral  a c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  moral  

c o g n i t i o n  and he has m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  

m o d i f i c a t i o n .  In o t h e r  wor ds ,  he c l a i ms  t h a t  t he  h i g h e r  t he  

st age  r e a s o n i n g ,  t he more l i k e l y  a c t i o n  w i l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t he moral  c ho i c e  made on a d i l emma.  Ther e  ar e  s a i d  to  

be t h r e e  s t eps  whi ch r e s u l t  in moral  a c t i o n .  The f i r s t  i s  

t he maki ng of  a d e o n t i c  j udgment  o f  r i g h t n e s s  or  j u s t i c e  in 

the  s i t u a t i o n ,  t he  second t h a t  t he  s e l f  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

c a r r y i n g  out  t h i s  j udgme nt ,  and t he  t h i r d  s t ep  i s  c a r r y i n g  i t  

o u t .  A l t hough  t he j udgment s  f o r  s t age  score  ar e  made on 

h y p o t h e t i c a l  d i l emmas .  Kohl  berg c l a i ms  t h a t  s t u d i e s  show r e a l  

l i f e  di l emmas are  a l s o  more l i k e l y  to be f o l l o w e d  by moral  

a c t i o n .  ( 1984 ,  p . 258)

G i l l i g a n  and Be l enky  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  in t h e i r  s t udy  o f  women d e c i d i n g  

whe t he r  or  not  to have an a b o r t i o n ,  con c l u ded  t h a t  t he  

d e c i s i o n  t he  s u b j e c t s  made as w e l l  as t he  a c t i o n  t h e y  t o o k ,  

was i n f l u e n c e d  by o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t han j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g ,  such 

as consequences ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e s .  

Thus o p e r a t i n g  on t he  p r i n c i p l e  o f  j u s t i c e  a l one  was not
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enough;  j u s t i c e  had t o be combi ned w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  seems to be o f  a d i f f e r e n t  genre  to t he

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t he  s e p a r a t e  s e l f  f o r  c a r r y i n g  out  t he

i d e a l  a c t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  by Kohl  b e r g .  G i l l i g a n  d e s c r i b e s  i t

not  in i n d i v i d u a l  or  i d e a l  t e r ms ,  but  as r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t i o n

a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t he  r e a l i t i e s  of  t he  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a l l

c on c e r ne d .  Kohl  berg has now a l l o w e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r

components in moral  a c t i o n ,  ego c o n t r o l s  such as a t t e n t i o n ,

i n t e l l i g e n c e  and d e l a y  of  g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  but  t h a t

"moral  a c t i o n s  cannot  be unde r s t o od  as such w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o an i n t e r n a l  moral  c o g n i t i o n  or  moral  
j udgment  component  whi ch must  be d i r e c t l y  assessed  
as p a r t  o f  t he  d e f i n i t i o n  of  an a c t i o n  as mor a l "  
( 1 9 8 4 ,  p.  263)

In a d d i t i o n  t o moral  j u d g me n t ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  o t h e r s ,  ego 

c o n t r o l s  and s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  t h e r e  are  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s ,  

a t  p r e s e n t  i g n o r e d ,  whi ch may be c o n s i d e r e d  r e l e v a n t  to moral  

a c t i o n ,  but  on whi ch more r e s e a r c h  i s  needed.  These i n c l u d e  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  c u l t u r a l  or  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  and f e e l i n g s .  

S t u d i e s  have been made i n t o  t he r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween ego-  

s t r e n g t h  and c h e a t i n g  by L o e v i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  whi ch showed t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  h i g h e r  in e g o - s t r e n g t h  were l e s s  l i k e l y  t o c h e a t .

Sl oan and Hogan ( 1 9 8 6 )  argue f o r  a s y n t h e s i s  o f  c o g n i t i v e  and 

p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  appr oaches t owar ds  moral  c h o i c e  and a c t i o n  in  

e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  I n t h i s  t he y  f o l l o w  Habermas ( 1 9 7 9 )  who 

c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t he p r ocesses  o f  s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and s e l f -  

d e c e p t i o n  ( t h r o u g h  d e f e n s i v e  manoeuvr es)  a r e  c e n t r a l  

d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  moral  c on duc t .
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Thus most  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Kohl  b e r g ,  now appear  t o  

agr ee  t h a t  a m u l t i p l e  o f  v a r i a b l e s  in t he  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  or  

i n t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  have an i n f l u e n c e  on moral  

b e h a v i o u r .

T h i s  summary sequence o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  by no means e x h a us t s  

what  can be s a i d  about  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y .  However ,  i t  i s  

i n t e n d e d  to draw a t t e n t i o n  to t he  main f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  

t h e o r y .  The f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  ar e  a l s o  w o r t h y  o f  not e  as new 

f e a t u r e s  o f  t he  t h e o r y ,  or  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  ones,  

namel y:  a) St age 7,  b) Moral  Types ,  and c)  sex d i f f e r e n c e .

a) St age 7 i s  a r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by u n i v e r s a l  

moral  p r i n c i p l e s .  The t erm i s  a met aphor  whi ch i s  used 

because i t  pr esupposes  t he c o n f l i c t s  and q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r i s e  

at  t he  p r i n c i p l e d  St age 5 / 6 .  I t  i n t e g r a t e s  u n i v e r s a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  w i t h  l i f e ' s  u l t i m a t e  meani ng.  Ac c o r d i n g  to  

Kohl  b e r g ,  i t  has s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o F o w l e r ' s  s i x t h  s t a g e  of  

f a i t h  and t o E r i k s o n ' s  u l t i m a t e  s t age  in t he  l i f e  c y c l e ,  of  

i n t e g r i t y  ver sus  d e s p a i r .  He c o n s i d e r s  i t  to be a ' s o f t '  

r e f l e c t i v e  s t age  r a t h e r  t han a ' h a r d '  s t r u c t u r a l  one,  and 

a l s o  i t  i s not  a s t r i c t l y  moral  one.  U l t i m a t e  moral  m a t u r i t y  

r e q u i r e s  a mat ur e  s o l u t i o n  to t he  q u e s t i o n  o f  t he  meani ng of  

l i f e ,  but  t h i s  cannot  be found on p u r e l y  l o g i c a l  or  r a t i o n a l  

gr ounds .  For  Kohl  berg i t  r e q u i r e s  in essence a r e l i g i o u s  or  

o n t o l o g i c a l  s o l u t i o n .  However ,  Kohl  berg does sug ges t  t h a t  

t he  q u e s t i o n  'Why be m o r a l ? '  can be answered a t  l owe r  s t ages  

w i t h  both r e l i g i o u s  and n o n - r e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n i n g  by " t h e
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r e a l i t i e s  o f  t he  human s o c i a l  o r d e r " .  (KOHLBERG, 1981 ,  

p . 3 4 4 ) .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to see what  Kohl  berg r e a l l y  means 

when he says t h a t  t he  u n i v e r s a l  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  St age  

5 / 6  " cannot  be i m m e d i a t e l y  j u s t i f i e d  by t he r e a l i t i e s  o f  t he  

human s o c i a l  o r d e r " .  I t  may be t h a t  such r e a l i t i e s  a r e  t o be 

c o n s i d e r e d  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  what  ' i s '  r a t h e r  t han p r e s c r i p t i v e  

of  what  ' o u g h t '  to be,  and t hese  two concept s  have,  a c c o r d i n g  

to Kohl  berg been d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by St age 5 / 6 .  However ,  t h i s  

l o g i c a l  pr obl em a l s o  a r i s e s  a t  St age 7.

F owl e r  does not  agr ee  w i t h  Kohl  berg t h a t  moral  and r e l i g i o u s  

r e a s o n i n g  ar e  s e p a r a t e  but  p a r a l l e l  d e v e l o p me n t s .  Hi s  f a i t h  

s t ages  a r e ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  more compr ehens i ve  c o n s t r u c t s  t han  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a g e s ,  because t he y  r e p r e s e n t  modes o f  knowi ng,  

commi tment  and a c t i o n ,  in whi ch t h o u g h t  and e mo t i o n ,  r a t i o n 

a l i t y  and p a s s i o n a l i t y ,  ar e  he l d  t o g e t h e r .  He quot es  Power ' s  

vi ew t h a t  f a i t h  " p r o v i d e s  t he  v e r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t he  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  maki ng any moral  j udgment "  ( 1 9 7 7 ,  u n t i t l e d  and 

u n p u b l i s h e d  pa p e r )  and con c l u des  t h a t  each moral  j udgment  

st age  i m p l i e s  and r e q u i r e s  anchor age in a more e x t e n s i v e  

f r amewor k  o f  b e l i e f  and v a l u e .  (FOWLER, 1980)

In c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  r e l a t i o n  o f  agape or  r e s p o n s i b l e  l o v e  to  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e .  Kohl  berg suggest s  t h a t  agape  

pr esupposes j u s t i c e  p r i n c i p l e s  but  may go beyond them when an 

a c t o r  f r e e l y  g i v e s  up c l a i ms  he or  she may in j u s t i c e  demand.  

A l s o ,  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  cou l d  be agr eed on by r a t i o n a l  

agent s  who hol d d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t he  good l i f e  and 

the  good per son.
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A l t o g e t h e r ,  t he  concept  or  met aphor  o f  St age  7 i s  a c o n f u s i n g  

one.  By t he  l o g i c  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  own t h e o r y  i t  can in any 

case o n l y  be r eached or  u nd e r s t o od  by t hose  of  us r e a s o n i n g  

a t  St age  5 / 6 ,  o f  whom t h e r e  appear  t o  be v e r y  few in t he  

w o r l d .  P a r t  o f  t he  c o n f u s i o n  appear s  to be t he r e s u l t  o f  the  

d i f f e r e n t  meani ngs not ed in t he  q u e s t i o n  'Why be m o r a l ? '  by 

t hose  who a t t e m p t  to answer  i t .  I t  was made c l e a r  i n Ch a p t e r  

2 t h a t  t he  word ' m o r a l '  can be u n d e r s t o o d  in many d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s .

b) In h i s  new t h e o r y  o f  Moral  Types ,  Kohl  ber g makes a b e l a t e d  

r e t u r n  t o P i a g e t i a n  moral  t h e o r y  whi ch w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  

t he ne x t  s e c t i o n .  He a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h i s  new a n a l y s i s  

b e t t e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  s t r u c t u r e  f rom c o n t e n t  in moral  

j u dgme nt s .  The c u r r e n t  manual  no l o n g e r  p r o v i d e s  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  s c o r i n g  A and B subs t ages  w i t h i n  each s t age  of  j u s t i c e  

r e a s o n i n g ,  subst ages  whi ch were con c e r ne d  w i t h  c o n t e n t .  

Moral  Type B i s  now c o n s i d e r e d  as an o r i e n t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  

t he s t ages  t o P i a g e t ' s  n o t i o n  o f  aut onomy,  mutual  r e s p e c t ,  

and r e v e r s i b i l i t y ,  i n c o n t r a s t  to Type A whi ch i s  an 

o r i e n t a t i o n  t o h i s  n o t i o n  o f  he t e r o no my .  Ther e  w i l l  be 

f u r t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Moral  Types in Ch a p t e r

4.

c) Kohl  b e r g ' s  o r i g i n a l  c ho i c e  o f  an a l l - m a l e  sample t o t e s t  

hi s  s t age  h y p o t h e s i s ,  and c h o i c e  o f  a l l  mal e p r o t a g o n i s t s  f o r  

t he d i l emmas ,  has per haps  pr oved u n f o r t u n a t e  in i t s  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a sex b i a s  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I t  was t he  cas e .
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however ,  in t he  e a r l y  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  a concer n  

f o r  norms o f  c a r i n g  and a f f i l i a t i o n  t ended to be scor ed  St age  

3,  and t hose w i t h  a concer n  f o r  norms of  l aw t ended t o be 

scor ed St age 4.  I t  was a l s o  t he  case t h a t  t he  f o r me r  were  

more o f t e n  f e ma l e  and t he  l a t t e r  were more o f t e n  ma l e ,  whi ch  

suggest ed  t h a t  f e ma l e s  were i n f e r i o r  in moral  r e a s o n i n g .  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  was s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  i . e .  t h a t  

women who d i d  not  e x p e r i e n c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n s o c i e t y ' s  

compl ex sec ondar y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h r ough  e d u c a t i o n  and work  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  were not  l i k e l y  t o  a c q u i r e  t hose  s o c i e t a l  

r o l e - t a k i n g  a b i l i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t he  dev e l opment  o f  St age  

4 and 5 j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g .  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p.  340)

Kohl  berg i s  in p a r t i a l  agr eement  w i t h  one c r i t i c i s m ,  

( GI LL I GAN,  1982)  whi ch i s  t h a t  i n f l u e n t i a l  t h e o r i e s  of  

p e r s o n a l i t y  dev e l opment  f o r  t he  most  p a r t  have been c r e a t e d  

by ma l e s ,  ( e . g .  F r e u d ,  P i a g e t )  and r e f l e c t  g r e a t e r  i n s i g h t  

i n t o  mal e p e r s o n a l i t y  dev e l opment  t han i n t o  f e ma l e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  de v e l o p me n t .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  some of  F r e u d ' s  

t h e o r i e s  about  f e ma l e  dev e l opment  a r e  now commonly r e g a r d e d  

as i n c o r r e c t .  However ,  Kohl  berg does not  agr ee  w i t h  

G i l l i g a n ' s  f u r t h e r  c l a i m  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i n c l u d e s  two moral  

o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  an e t h i c  o f  j u s t i c e  and an e t h i c  o f  c a r e  and 

r e s po ns e ,  or  her  c l a i m  t h a t  h i s  c u r r e n t  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e  

does not  a d e q u a t e l y  e l i c i t  t he  e t h i c  o f  c a r e  and r e s p o n s e .  

Lyons ( 1 9 8 3 )  o f f e r e d  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e s e  two e t h i c s ,  used by 

both s ex es ,  but  ca r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  by f e ma l e s  and j u s t i c e  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  by ma l es ,  and a l s o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y



- 113 -

r e p r e s e n t e d  two d i f f e r e n t  modes of  d e s c r i b i n g  t he  s e l f  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o o t h e r s  - a s e p a r a t e / o b j e c t i v e  mode and a 

conne c t e d  one.  She quot es  P i a g e t ' s  i n s i g h t  t h a t  a p a r t  f rom 

our  r e l a t i o n s  t o o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  can be no moral  

n e c e s s i t y .  But  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  and moral  psy c h o l ogy  have  

both been domi nat ed by t he  image o f  a person c a p a b l e  of  

de t ach ed  o b j e c t i v i t y  in moral  c h o i c e ,  and t h i s  she c o n s i d e r s  

to be d e mo n s t r a t e d  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

to not e  here  a c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  some p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  s t u d i e s  

whi ch r e v e a l  t h a t  academi cs ar e  l i a b l e  to s c h i z o i d  or  

s e p a r a t i s t  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s ,  whi ch are  r e f l e c t e d  i n t h e i r  

images of  moral  m a t u r i t y .  (Hogan and Busch,  1984)

S i e g e l  ( 1 9 8 6 )  not es  t h a t  even i f  women do dev e l o p  c o n c e p t i o n s

of  s e l f  and m o r a l i t y  as G i l l i g a n  d e s c r i b e s ,  t h i s  does not  

j u s t i f y  t he  r i g h t n e s s  of  such a m o r a l i t y ,  any more t han t he  

f a c t  t h a t  men may dev e l o p  as Kohl  berg d e s c r i b e s  j u s t i f i e s  t he  

r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h a t  m o r a l i t y .

Kohl  berg quot es  a t  l e n g t h  f rom a r e v i e w  by Wa l k e r  ( 1982 ) of  

78 s t u d i e s  in c o n t r a d i c t i n g  G i l l i g a n ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  h i s  

s t a n d a r d  s c o r i n g  system has a b u i l t - i n  sex b i a s  and down 

gr ades f e ma l e  r e s po ns e s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t hese  s t u d i e s  found

no sex d i f f e r e n c e ,  but  a few of  them ( 1 3 )  f ound s i g n i f i c a n t

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a l l  f a v o u r i n g  men. Kohl  berg c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  in 

t hese  s t u d i e s  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  in a d u l t s  (4 o f  19 s t u d i e s )  

were conf ounded w i t h  d i f f e r e n c e s  in l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and 

o c c u p a t i o n ,  and t h a t  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  whi ch c o n t r o l l e d  f o r



- 114 -

t he s e  v a r i a b l e s  ( e . g .  SNAREY, 1982)  showed no mean

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g  s t a g e .  The sequence of

s t ages  in bot h sexes has been c o r r o b o r a t e d ,  but  t h i s  does not  

of  cour se  mean t h a t  any sex b i a s  has t hus been e l i m i n a t e d .  

Al so he does not  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  two e t h i c s ,  one of  

j u s t i c e  and one of  c a r e ,  because c a r e  can be subsumed under  

j u s t i c e ,  and because G i l l i g a n  has not  pr oved ' h a r d '  

s t r u c t u r a l  s t a ge  p r o p e r t i e s  f o r  t he  c a r e  e t h i c .  As Kohl  berg  

w r i t e s ,  " m o r a l l y  v a l i d  f orms o f  c a r i n g  and communi ty

pr esuppose  p r i o r  c o n d i t i o n s  and j udgment s  o f  j u s t i c e " .

(KOHLBERG, L . , LEVI NE,  C. and HEWER, A . ,  1983 ,  p. 92)

Th i s  deba t e  i s  ongoi ng and t he  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t udy  

w i l l  t hus be i n t e r e s t i n g .  Ac c o r d i n g  t o Kohl  be r g ,  a sampl e of  

e du c a t e d  peopl e  i n t he  same p r o f e s s i o n ,  t e a c h i n g ,  shoul d  show 

no sex d i f f e r e n c e  in t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g .

A l t hough  Kohl  b e r g ' s  w r i t i n g  i s  compl ex and somet i mes appear s  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  and h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  and method have 

dev e l o ped  over  t he  y e a r s ,  he i s  a l mo s t  uni que  among 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  in s t r e s s i n g  t he  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

base f o r  h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y .  Hi s  a t t a c h m e n t  t o t h i s

base,  and e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i t ,  have r ema i ned  f i r m .  He has

a t t e mp t e d  to i n t e g r a t e  t he  ' o u g h t '  o f  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  w i t h  

t he ' i s '  o f  e m p i r i c a l  ps y c h o l o g y .  He g i v e s  two r easons  f o r

e n t e r i n g  t he  p h i l o s o p h i c  a r e n a .  One i s  to j u s t i f y  h i s  moral

e d u c a t i o n  programmes in s c h o o l s ,  and t he  o t h e r  t h a t  a 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  o f  e t h i c s  has p h i l o s o p h i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s
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whi ch must  be a r t i c u l a t e d .  (KOHLBERG, 1981 ,  p . 104)  In h i s  

famous p a p e r .  From I s  to Ought ,  ( 1 9 7 1 )  he s p e l l s  out  c l e a r l y  

hi s  r easons  f o r  a n o n - r e l a t i v i s t ,  r a t i o n a l i s t ,  uni  v e r s a i i s t  

i m p a r t i a l  and o b j e c t i v e  s t a n d ,  i n t he  f o r m a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  of  

Kant ,  Rawls and Ha r e .  He has a l s o  c l a i me d  many t i me s  t h a t  

j u s t i c e  i s  t he s o l e  v i r t u e .  Hi s c l a i m  was,  f o l l o w i n g  t he  

S o c r a t i c  v i e w ,  t h a t  v i r t u e  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  one,  not  many,  and 

i t  i s  a l ways t he same i d e a l  form r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c l i m a t e  or  

c u l t u r e ,  and t he  name of  t h i s  i d e a l  form i s  j u s t i c e .  He 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h i s  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  su p por t e d  t h i s  S o c r a t i c  

v i e w.

However ,  he has more r e c e n t l y  s o f t e n e d  t h i s  c l a i m ,  in s a y i ng

t h a t  h i s  v i ew i s  a l s o  c l o s e  t o A r i s t o t l e  who i d e n t i f i e s

m o r a l i t y  w i t h  a number of  v i r t u e s .  A l s o ,  he w r i t e s

"At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  our  s t age  f i n d i n g s  do not  a l l o w  us 
to c l a i m  e v i d e n c e  f o r  c e r t a i n  n o r m a t i v e  e t h i c a l  
c o n c l u s i o n s  whi ch n e v e r t h e l e s s  r emai n Kohl  b e r g ' s  
own p h i l o s o p h i c  p r e f e r e n c e " . . .
. . " We  cannot  c l a i m  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s i n g l e  
p r i n c i p l e  whi ch we have found used a t  t he  c u r r e n t  
e m p i r i c a l l y  h i g h e s t  s t a g e ,  nor  t h a t  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  
i s t he p r i n c i p l e  o f  j u s t i c e  or  r e s p e c t  f o r  p e r s o n s .
Ther e  may be o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e s " .  (KOHLBERG, L . ,  
LEVI NE,  C. and HEWER, A . ,  1983 ,  p . 63)

Thus t h e r e  s t i l l  seems to be some n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n

of  t hese  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c l a i m s .
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3 . 5  C o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y :  P i a g e t

Kohl  berg has f r e q u e n t l y  acknowl edged h i s  debt  t o P i a g e t .  

However ,  as a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d ,  h i s  de v e l o pme n t a l  s t ages  o f  

j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g  ar e  more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to P i a g e t ' s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t ages  t han to P i a g e t ' s  s t ages  o f  moral  

de v e l o p me n t .  S i nce  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  has domi na t ed  t he  scene  

f o r  t we n t y  y e a r s  now, some a s p e c t s  o f  P i a g e t ' s  t h e o r y  of  

moral  dev e l opment  have been n e g l e c t e d  by subsequent  

t h e o r i s t s .  One n o t i o n  o f  P i a g e t ' s  whi ch does appear  in  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t ages  i s  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  bet ween het eronomous and 

autonomous moral  t y p e s ,  d i s c u s s e d  in t he  l a s t  s e c t i o n .

P i a g e t ' s  p r i m a r y  pur pose i s  not  t he  s t udy  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  

so much as to r each an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t he  o r i g i n s  o f  moral  

o b l i g a t i o n  w i t h i n  t he  t o t a l  pr ocess  o f  j udgment  and a c t i o n  in  

r e a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  Hi s  t h e o r y  i s  t h e r e f o r e  more one of  

p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y  t han t h e o r e t i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  and in c o n t r a s t  

to Kohl  b e r g ' s  whi ch emphasi ses  j ud gme n t ,  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

" t he  mor a l "  emphasi ses  a c t i o n .  For  Kohl  berg an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

a c t i o n  in i t s e l f  i s  not  moral  un l ess  i t  i s  p r eceded by a 

moral  j udgment ;  f o r  P i a g e t  t h i n k i n g  and e x p e r i e n c i n g  c o e x i s t  

w i t h i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  We can t hus see t h a t  whereas  

Kohl  berg s t r e s s e s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  moral  r e a s o n e r ,  P i a g e t  

s t r e s s e s  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  

in moral  t h i n k i n g  and a c t i o n .  Because moral  o b l i g a t i o n  is  

g e n e r a t e d  w i t h i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between p e o p l e ,  P i a g e t ' s  

t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  h i s  e m p i r i c a l
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r e p o r t ,  a r e  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and do not  appear  t o form a 

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t age  sequence w i t h  f or ma l  

p r o p e r t i e s .  Any dev e l opment  in t he  two c o e x i s t i n g  k i nds  o f  

m o r a l i t y  he d e s c r i b e s  c o n s i s t s  of  a s h i f t  i n emphasi s  f rom 

one t o t he  o t h e r  r a t h e r  t han a s t r u c t u r a l  change w i t h i n  a 

s t age  sequence .  Hi s  t h e o r y  co u l d  in f a c t  be c a l l e d  

soc i od y na mi c  because u n l i k e  Kohl  berg he t a k e s  account  o f  both  

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e .

P i a g e t ' s  e m p i r i c a l  s t udy  c o n s i s t e d  f i r s t l y  of  o b s e r v i n g  t he

a t t i t u d e s  and b e h a v i o u r  o f  c h i l d r e n  f rom 3 t o 14 y e a r s  o l d

p l a y i n g  games,  in o r d e r  to a n a l y s e  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  o f  t he

r u l e s  o f  t he  game and t h e i r  cons c i ous ne s s  o f  them.

" A l l  m o r a l i t y  c o n s i s t s  i n a system of  r u l e s ,  and 
t he  essence o f  a l l  m o r a l i t y  i s  t o be sought  f o r  in  
t he  r e s p e c t  whi ch t he  i n d i v i d u a l  a c q u i r e s  f o r  t h e s e  
r u l e s " .  ( PI AGET,  1932 ,  p . l )

We may d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  about  m o r a l i t y ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  as P i a g e t  h i m s e l f  l a t e r  appear s  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  i t

when he t a l k s  about  r e s p e c t  bet ween i n d i v i d u a l s ,  both

u n i l a t e r a l  and m u t u a l ,  r a t h e r  t han r e s p e c t  by one i n d i v i d u a l

f o r  o b j e c t i v e  r u l e s .  However ,  in h i s  s t u d y ,  he f ound t h a t

f o r  young c h i l d r e n  t he  r u l e s  were e x t e r n a l  and d e r i v e d  f rom

a d u l t  a u t h o r i t y ,  but  t h a t  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  had made t he  r u l e s

t h e i r  own and u n d e r s t o od  t h a t  t he y  co u l d  be changed by

agr eement  as l ong as t he y  r emai ned f a i r  r u l e s .  These two

m o r a l i t i e s ,  o f  het er onomy and aut onomy,  can a l s o  a p p l y  to

a d u l t s .

"The a d u l t  who i s  under  t he  domi ni on o f  u n i l a t e r a l  
r e s p e c t  f o r  t he  ' E l d e r s '  and f o r  t r a d i t i o n  i s  
r e a l l y  behav i ng  l i k e  a c h i l d . "  ( PI AGET,  l o c . c i t . )
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P i a g e t  a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  c h i l d r e n  about  s t o r i e s  in whi ch t h e r e  

was l y i n g  or  s t e a l i n g ,  and asked them to assess how wrong t he  

a c t i o n  was and to e x p l a i n  why i t  was wrong.  He f ound t h a t  

younger  c h i l d r e n  t ook more account  of  t he  r e s u l t  o f  t he  

a c t i o n  t han t he  i n t e n t i o n  beh i nd i t .  For  e xa mpl e ,  i t  was 

more wrong to br eak  s e v e r a l  cups a c c i d e n t a l l y  t han to break  

one cup d e l i b e r a t e l y .  O l d e r  c h i l d r e n  t ook more acc ount  of  

t he  i n t e n t i o n  t han t he  consequences .  As f a r  as puni shment  

was c o n c e r n e d ,  younger  c h i l d r e n  on t he whol e a c c e p t e d  any 

k i nd  of  pun i shment  as n e c e s s a r y  to e x p i a t e  wr ongdoi ng and 

a l s o  t ended t o see m i s f o r t u n e  as puni shment  f o r  some wr o ng

do i ng .  Th i s  i d e a ,  whi ch P i a g e t  c a l l s  immanent  j u s t i c e  can 

a l s o  be obser ved  in t hose  a d u l t s  who c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t he  poor  

or  t he  s i c k  must  have done somet hi ng wrong.  O l d e r  c h i l d r e n  

were more concer ned  t h a t  puni shment  shoul d f i t  t he  c r i me  in 

o r d e r  t o r e f o r m or  d e t e r  t he  o f f e n d e r .  Thus i t  woul d seem 

r i g h t  to a c l a s s  o f  young c h i l d r e n  i f  a t e a c h e r  pun i shed t he  

whol e  c l a s s  when a wr ongdoer  d i d  not  own up,  but  wrong and 

u n f a i r  to a c l a s s  o f  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .

For  h i s  two m o r a l i t i e s  P i a g e t  p o s t u l a t e s  two k i nds  o f  s o c i a l

r e l a t i o n s ,  c o n s t r a i n t  and c o o p e r a t i o n .

"The f i r s t  i m p l i e s  an e l e me n t  of  u n i l a t e r a l  
r e s p e c t ,  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and p r e s t i g e ;  t he  second i s  
s i mp l y  t he  i n t e r c o u r s e  bet ween two i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
an equal  f o o t i n g . "  ( PI AGET,  l o c . c i t . )

The b e g i n n i n g  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  a s s i s t e d  by t he  need f o r

r e c i p r o c a l  a f f e c t i o n  whi ch P i a g e t  c a l l s  " t h e  p r i m a r y

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t he  moral  l i f e " ,  ( i b i d . ,  p . 173)  Al so t he  c h i l d
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e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t ,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o

t he  r e l a t i o n s  o f  sympathy and mut ual  r e s p e c t .  Th i s  emphasi s

on e x p e r i e n c i n g  b e f o r e  l e a r n i n g  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  A r i s t o t l e ' s

vi ew t h a t  v i r t u e s  a r e  a c q u i r e d  by p r a c t i s i n g  them u n t i l  t hey

become a h a b i t .  However ,  i t  woul d seem t h a t  f o r  A r i s t o t l e

t he  e x p e r i e n c i n g  was a consc i ous  r e h e a r s i n g  a c t i o n ,  wher eas

f o r  P i a g e t  t he  e x p e r i e n c i n g  comes f i r s t  and t he  c o n s c i ous ne s s

of  i t  l a t e r .  I t  i s  not  o n l y  a change in s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

whi ch encour ages  t he  s h i f t  f rom e g o c e n t r i c  t o o p e r a t i o n a l

t h i n k i n g  i n t he  dev e l opment  o f  t he  c h i l d ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I f

e i t h e r  u n i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r emai n t he  p r e d o mi n a n t  form

of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  or  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dev e l opment  i s  s l ow,

r e c i p r o c a l  m o r a l i t y  w i l l  be d e l a y e d .  P i a g e t ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f

t he s h i f t  i n emphasi s f rom het er onomy t o autonomy w i t h i n  t he

c o n t e x t  of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  c o m p l i c a t e d  and

c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  but  i t  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c e n t r a l  t o h i s  t h e o r y .

The pr ocess  i s ,  f o r  him,  a slow one,  a g r adu a l  co n sc i ous

r e a l i s a t i o n  ( t h e o r e t i c a l  m o r a l i t y )  of  t he moral  p r i n c i p l e s

upon whi ch a person a c t u a l l y  f u n c t i o n s  ( p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y ) .

Thus t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y  appear  t o become

u n i t e d  in moral  autonomy.

"The c h i l d ' s  v e r b a l  t h i n k i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  a 
p r o g r e s s i v e  coming i n t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  or  c on sc i ous  
r e a l i s a t i o n  of  schemes t h a t  have been b u i l t  up by 
a c t i o n " ,  ( i b i d . ,  p.  173)

W r i g h t  ( 1 9 8 3 )  d i s c u s s e s  f u r t h e r  t he  c on cept  o f  c on sc i ous

r e a l i s a t i o n  whi ch P i a g e t  l a t e r  ( 1 9 7 6 )  c a l l e d  c o g n i z a n c e .  I t

i n v o l v e s  o b s e r v a t i o n  by t he  s e l f  o f  t he  success or  f a i l u r e  of

a c t i o n s ,  t he  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  of  such o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  and

r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  goes beyond i t .  I woul d suggest  t h a t  v a r i o u s
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s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  woul d p r o v i d e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n p u t  and 

t h e r e f o r e  i t  woul d be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o r a l i t y  to  

be c l e a r l y  and c o h e r e n t l y  b r o u g h t  i n t o  consc i ous  r e a l i s a t i o n .  

Compl et e  e q u i l i b r i u m  even in a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between two 

peopl e  who r e l a t e  in mut ual  r e s p e c t  woul d a l s o  seem 

i d e a l i s t i c .

L i ckona  ( 1 9 7 6 )  p o i n t s  out  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  

s t u d i e s  on P i a g e t ' s  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t he  change  

f rom het eronomous to autonomous m o r a l i t y .  Some r e s e a r c h  has 

shown t h a t  m a t u r i t y  i s s l o we r  t han P i a g e t  t h o u g h t .  The 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  m o r a l i t y  as Kohl  b e r g ' s  St age  1 and 

mut ual  r e s p e c t  m o r a l i t y  as Kohl  b e r g ' s  St age 3 he suggest s  has 

been pr oved by Kohl  b e r g ' s  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s .

W e i n r e i c h - H a s t e  ( 1 9 8 2 )  suggest s  t h a t  P i a g e t ' s  i m p l i c i t  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m o r a l i t y  i s  t o  be f ound in t he  q u e s t i o n s  he 

asked h i s  s u b j e c t s  about  f a i r n e s s  and j u s t i c e ,  r a t h e r  t han  

how t h i s  m o r a l i t y  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  w i t h i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

However ,  as w e l l  as s t r e s s i n g  r u l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  as n e c e s s a r y  

to m o r a l i t y ,  P i a g e t  c l e a r l y  s t r e s s e s  t he  p o i n t  t h a t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ar e  p r i o r  t o  r u l e s ,  t he  b r e e d i n g  gr ound,  as i t  

we r e ,  o f  moral  r u l e s .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to a b s t r a c t  P i a g e t ' s  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  He seems t o t a k e  bot h t he  i n d i v i d u a l  

and t he  s o c i a l  v i e w ,  i n c l u d e  both reason and f e e l i n g ,  and 

t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  ' o u g h t '  or  moral  o b l i g a t i o n .  He does not
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make c l a i ms  about  a p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t i v e  i d e a l ,  nor  u n i v e r s a l

p r i n c i p l e s  nor  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h .  But  on t he o t h e r  hand,  i t  i s

d i f f i c u l t  to say t h a t  he i s  a r e l a t i v i s t  or  s u b j e c t i v i s t .

Hi s p e r s p e c t i v e  on moral  m a t u r i t y  as aut onomy,  however ,  does

t end t owar ds  s u b j e c t i v i s m  as we l l  as i n d i v i d u a l i s m .

"The m o r a l i t y  o f  t he  autonomous c on s c i e n c e  does not  
t end t o s u b j e c t  each p e r s o n a l i t y  to r u l e s  t h a t  have  
a common c o n t e n t :  i t  s i mp l y  o b l i g e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  to
p l a c e  t he ms e l v e s  in r e c i p r o c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  
each o t h e r  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  t he  l aws of  p e r s p e c t i v e  
r e s u l t a n t  upon t h i s  r e c i p r o c i t y  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  
i n d i v i d u a l  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w " .  ( i b i d . ,  p.  404)

3 . 6  Moral  e d u c a t i on: t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e

Thi s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  f ocus  on t he  commonsense v i ew of  moral

e d u c a t i o n  as w e l l  as on p r o f e s s i o n a l  a pp r oaches .  To a

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t hese  two o v e r l a p .  Many t e a c h e r s  e i t h e r  hol d  

t he commonsense v i ew or  a r e  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concer ned  about  

moral  e d u c a t i o n  a t  a l l  because t h e y  work in sch oo l s  where

t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  approach to i t .  I t  i s

s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  does not  appear  i n more t han  

a few i n i t i a l  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  

appr oaches t h a t  do e x i s t  w i l l  be r e l a t e d  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e  

to t he  concept s  o f  m o r a l i t y  d i s c u s s e d  in Ch a p t e r  2 and t hose  

of  moral  dev e l opment  d i s c u s s e d  i n p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  

C h a p t e r .  I w i l l  suggest  t h a t  t he  commonsense v i ew o f  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  one t h a t  s t r e s s e s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  moral  t r a i n i n g  

and t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  o f  moral  v a l u e s ,  and t h a t  t h i s  i s  

p r a c t i s e d  i n many s c h o o l s .  Some p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  

however  s t r e s s  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as a pr ocess  o f  ' d r a w i n g  o u t '
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moral  competence by f a c i l i t a t i v e  and e x p e r i e n t i a l  met hods.  

Between t he s e  two e x t r emes  t h e r e  ar e  some t h e o r i s t s  who see a 

p l a c e  bot h f o r  d i d a c t i c  t e a c h i n g  and s e l f - d i r e c t e d  l e a r n i n g .  

I w i l l  a l s o  suggest  t h a t  more a t t e n t i o n  mi g h t  be p a i d  to 

P i a g e t ' s  d i s t i n c t i o n  bet ween t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t he  i n t e r  i n d i v 

i d ua l  and t he  s o c i a l  aspe c t s  o f  m o r a l i t y .

I t  has to be borne in mind t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  does not  o n l y

happen in s c h o o l s ,  and i t  i s  even q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r

school s  can e v e r  be as e f f e c t i v e  a moral  i n f l u e n c e  as o t h e r

a ge nc i e s  such as t he  f a m i l y ,  t he  peer  gr oup ,  o t h e r  s o c i a l

g r oups ,  and,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  t e l e v i s i o n .  Durkhei m ( 1 9 6 1 )  s a i d

t h a t  o f t e n  t he  f a m i l y  i s  d e f e c t i v e  as a m o r a l l y  e d u c a t i v e

c o n t e x t ,  however ,  so t he  school  was an i m p o r t a n t  l e a r n i n g

e n v i r o n me n t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  between t he  f a m i l y  and an i mper sona l

s o c i e t y .  Ther e  ar e  some who b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  not  t he  r o l e

o f  t he  school  t o p r o v i d e  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  and t h i s  group

i n c l u d e s  some t e a c h e r s .  However ,  wh e t h e r  p e r s o n a l l y

i n t e r e s t e d  or  n o t ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s  and

s t u d e n t s  do c o n s i d e r  i t  an i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of  e d u c a t i o n  in

secondar y  s c h o o l s .  ( May,  1971 ,  M c P h a i l ,  1972)  In any cas e ,

f o r  good or  i l l ,  i t  does go on,  bot h f o r m a l l y  in t he

c u r r i c u l u m  and i n f o r m a l l y  in t he  ' h i d d e n  c u r r i c u l u m '  and

school  s t r u c t u r e .

. . " M o r a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  an i n e v i t a b l e  r o l e  o f  t he  
s c h o o l s .  For  t he  e d u c a t o r ,  i t  comes w i t h  t he  
t e r r i t o r y " . .  (PURPEL,  D. and RYAN, K . ( e d s . )  1976)

. . " T h e r e  i s  no m o r a l i t y  f r e e  s c h o o l ,  no v a l u e l e s s  
t e a c h i n g " . .  ( S I ZER,  N . F .  and SI ZER,  T . R .  ( e d s . )
1970)



- 123 -

I n a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y ,  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s p r o p e r l y  an i ssue  

f o r  e v e r y o n e .  I t  i s not  one to be r e s e r v e d  o n l y  f o r  t he  

e x p e r t i s e  of  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p h i l o s o p h e r s  and e d u c a t o r s .

Government  document s ,  w h i l e  s t r e s s i n g  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  moral  

e d u c a t i o n ,  appear  to see i t  as a form of  t r a i n i n g ,  and t hus  

r e f l e c t  t he  commonsense v i e w .  P r i n g  quot es  two D . E . S .  papers  

whi ch say t h a t  school s  shoul d  aim " t o  i n s t i l  r e s p e c t  f o r  

r e l i g i o u s  and moral  v a l u e s ,  and t o l e r a n c e  o f  o t h e r  r a c e s ,  

r e l i g i o n s  and ways o f  l i f e "  ( 1 9 8 7 ,  p. 4)  (my u n d e r l i n i n g ) .

As w e l l  as t he  assumpt i on here t h a t  eve r yone  knows what  

r e l i g i o u s  and moral  v a l u e s  a c t u a l l y  a r e ,  t he  use of  t he  word  

' i n s t i l '  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as i t s  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  i m p l i e s  

t he  use o f  a u t h o r i t y ;  " t e a c h i n g  i deas  g r a d u a l l y  but  

p o w e r f u l l y " ,  and " t o  pour  i n ,  drop by d r o p " .  ( e . g .

GARMONSWAY, 1965)  The new Ed u c a t i o n  B i l l ,  c u r r e n t l y  under

d i s c u s s i o n ,  appear s  to r e l e g a t e  v a l u e s  to t he p e r i p h e r y  of  

c u r r i c u l u m  p r a c t i c e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i m p o r t a n t  in  

t h e o r y ,  in p r a c t i c e  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  l e f t  to chance.

Th i s  v i ew o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  o f  s o c i a l l y  

a c c e p t a b l e  r e l i g i o u s  and moral  v a l u e s  has a l ong t r a d i t i o n  in  

t h i s  c o u n t r y .  Te a cher s  as t he  agent s  o f  s o c i e t y  t r a n s m i t  t o  

f u t u r e  c i t i z e n s  s t a n d a r d s  of  b e h a v i o u r  whi ch are  backed by 

t he a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  Church or  t he S t a t e .  In school  t h i s

t r a d i t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n two ways.  F i r s t l y ,  i n r e l i g i o u s  

e d u c a t i o n  l e s s on s  and A s s e mb l i e s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  s t r o n g .
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  in i n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o l s ,  d e s p i t e  new i deas  in t he  

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .  Se c o n d l y ,  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  

in d i s c i p l i n e  sys t ems,  where o f f e n c e s  such as f i g h t i n g ,

s t e a l i n g ,  r udeness and d i s o b e d i e n c e  ar e  p u n i s h e d .  A n t i 

s o c i a l  b e h a v i o u r  i s  t o be p r e v e n t e d  bot h i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  

t he s c h o o l .  When t he  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  school  and t he  t e a c h e r  

over  t he  c h i l d  i s  emphas i sed ,  moral  e d u c a t i o n  becomes a form 

of  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .

Those who r e a c t  a g a i n s t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  in school  ar e  

somet i mes r e a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  such moral  t r a i n i n g ,  because i t  i s  

seen as m o r a l i s i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a t i v e .  However ,  t hose  who

r e a c t  a g a i n s t  i t  in t h i s  way t end a l s o  to l a c k  knowl edge

about  a l t e r n a t i v e  appr oaches  to whi ch t hey  mi g h t  be 

a t t r a c t e d .  Young peopl e  t he ms e l v e s  o f t e n  r e a c t  a g a i n s t  be i ng  

t o l d  by t e a c h e r s  what  i s  r i g h t  and what  t h e y  shoul d  do.

Moral  i n s t r u c t i o n  by a d u l t s  i s o n l y  l i k e l y  t o have an e f f e c t  

i f  i t  echoes what  young pe o p l e  a l r e a d y  i n t u i t i v e l y  f e e l  as 

moral  agent s  t h e ms e l v e s .  I f  i t  does not  echo what  t h e y  t h i n k  

i t  br eeds  r e s e n t me n t  and can even be m o r a l l y  c o r r u p t i n g ,  i f  

a d u l t s  promote a c t i o n s  whi ch c h i l d r e n  t h i n k  are wrong.  

A d o l e s c e n t s  in p a r t i c u l a r  ar e  keen to a s s e r t  t h e i r  g r owi ng  

sense o f  i d e n t i t y  and moral  agency.  B a l a n c i n g  t he

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  t e a c h i n g  a c c umul a t ed  knowl edge w i t h  t hose  

of  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy can seem an i m p o s s i b l e  

t ask  f o r  t he  t e a c h e r  and i t  i s  a l l  t oo easy t o f a l l  back on

t he e x e r c i s e  of  a u t h o r i t y .  I t  i s  a l s o  a l l  t oo easy f o r

s t u d e n t s ,  and many a d u l t s ,  t o  a c c e p t  p a s s i v e l y  t he  d i c t a t e s
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of  a u t h o r i t y .  C a r t e r  asks us t o c o n s i d e r  t he  f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  

whi ch peopl e  speak o f  t he ' t h e y '  of  a u t h o r i t y  and suggest s  

t h a t  t h i s  f o r mu l a  i s  one to be avo i d e d  s i n c e  i t  i s  r e g u l a r l y  

"a smokescreen f o r  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t i n g  o u t s i d e  y o u r s e l f  or  f o r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  s e n i l i t y " .  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p . 43)

The commonsense v i ew t h a t  moral  v a l u e s  are ' p u t  i n '  to  

c h i l d r e n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in bot h s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  and psy cho

a n a l y t i c  t h e o r i e s .  P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  appr oach ,  y e t  Fr eud h i m s e l f  t ends t o d e p l o r e  

such t r a i n i n g  t hough he does not  suggest  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

e x c e p t  in ge n e r a l  t e r ms .  Ac c or d i ng  to F r e u d ,  c h i l d r e n  shoul d  

be more p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  p r e p a r e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  own 

s e x u a l i t y  and t he  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  o f  whi ch t h e y  are d e s t i n e d  

to become t he o b j e c t s .  They shoul d  a l s o  not  be l ed  to  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  eve r yone  e l s e  i s  v i r t u o u s .  I t  woul d be b e t t e r  

i f  e d u c a t i o n  were to say

" T h i s  i s  how men ought  t o be,  in o r d e r  t o be happy;
but  you have t o reckon on t h e i r  not  be i ng l i k e
t h a t " .  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  p.  71)

One o f  t he  aims o f  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e r a p y  i s  t o moder a t e  t he  

e f f e c t s  of  a s t r o n g  c o n s c i e n c e ,  whi ch i s  t he  r e s u l t  of  

t r a i n i n g  t owar ds  i m p o s s i b l e  i d e a l s  amd f o l l o w e d  by t he  g u i l t  

of  f a i l u r e  t o l i v e  up t o them.  S o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  sees  

c o n d i t i o n i n g  w i t h  r ewar ds  and puni shment  as an e f f e c t i v e  

t r a i n i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  c o n s c i e n c e ,  and promot es b e h a v i o u r  

m o d i f i c a t i o n  or  r e c o n d i t i o n i n g  to r e f o r m d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o u r  

in s c h o o l .  These t h e o r i e s  have been d i s c u s s e d  in p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n s .  I s i m p l i f y  them her e  o n l y  to make t he  c o n n e c t i o n
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w i t h  moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Durkhei m ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  w r i t i n g  more d i r e c t l y  

of  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  saw d i s c i p l i n e  as i m p o r t a n t ,  and t he  

t e a c h e r  as i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t he  g r e a t  moral  i deas  o f  h i s  t i me  

and c o u n t r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t he  t e a c h e r  i s  as much o b l i g a t e d  

to m o r a l i t y  as t he s t u d e n t ,  a m o r a l i t y  whi ch o r i g i n a t e s  f r o m,  

and has t he  a u t h o r i t y  o f ,  s o c i e t y .  Thus Durkhei m t o o ,  

u n d e r p l a y s  i n d i v i d u a l  moral  agency and be l ongs  w i t h  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o our  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  c a t e g o r y .

S o c r a t e s  in ' The R e p u b l i c '  compares h i m s e l f  t o a m i d w i f e .  A 

p h i l o s o p h e r / t e a c h e r  a s s i s t s  t he s t u d e n t  in g i v i n g  b i r t h  to  

t hose  i deas  and i n s i g h t s  whi ch a r e  t h e r e ,  w i t h i n  t he  

s t u d e n t ' s  mi nd,  a w a i t i n g  e x p r e s s i o n .  T h i s  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  

e n t i r e l y  ' d r a w i n g  o u t '  or  f a c i l i t a t i v e ,  as i t  a p p e a r s ,  

however ,  f o r  what  i s  to be drawn o u t ,  i n P l a t o ' s  v i e w ,  and as 

we w i l l  see ,  in Kohl  b e r g ' s ,  i s  t he  i dea  o f  v i r t u e  as a 

r a t i o n a l  and u n i v e r s a l  commi tment  t o j u s t i c e .  So a l t h o u g h  

not  e n t i r e l y  i n d o c t r i n a t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  

i n v o l v e d .  However ,  S o c r a t e s  was c e r t a i n l y  a g a i n s t  t he  

p a s s i v e  ac c e p t a nc e  o f  v a l u e s  and c o n f o r m i t y  t o them s i m p l y  on 

t he a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  S t a t e  and woul d p r o b a b l y  have been in 

f a v o u r  o f  what  F r e i r e  ( 1 9 7 4 )  many c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r ,  c a l l e d  

" c r i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s " .

We t u r n  now to more worked out  schemes o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  and 

t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  in school s  where more t han l i p - s e r v i c e  i s  p a i d  

to moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  space to r e f e r  to  

them b r i e f l y .  I suggest ed  e a r l i e r  t h a t  none of  t h e s e  t a k e
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p r i m a r i l y  t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  app r o a c h ,  a l t h o u g h  some of  them 

appear  t o combine some d i d a c t i c  t e a c h i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  ma j or  

concer n  of  ' d r a w i n g  o u t '  t he  moral  awar eness and competence  

of  young p e o p l e .  Most  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  more common in t he

U . S . A .  t han in t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  and t h e s e  too have a l ong

h i s t o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  ar e  d e r i v e d  more f rom p h i l o s o p h y  t han  

f rom p s y c h o l o g y .  The q u e s t i o n  a l s o  shoul d be b r i e f l y  

ment i oned  about  w h e t h e r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  have a r e g u l a r  

s l o t  on t he school  t i m e t a b l e ,  wh e t h e r  moral  i ssues  shoul d  be 

d e a l t  w i t h  as t he y  a r i s e  in any s u b j e c t ,  or  wh e t h e r  i t  shoul d  

be a whol e school  c on c e r n .  Or ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  cou l d  be a l l  

t h r e e .  Moral  i s s ue s  a r i s e  i n a l l  asp e c t s  o f  t he  c u r r i c u l u m  

and t he  g e n e r a l  l i f e  of  t he  s c h o o l ,  but  i f  t hey  a r e  d e a l t  

w i t h  as t hey  a r i s e ,  some i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  may not  be c o v e r e d .  

Ed uc a t o r s  v a r y  in t h e i r  answers t o t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

The o n l y  e x i s t i n g  model  of  moral  e d u c a t i o n  whi ch i s  t o t a l l y  

' d r a w i n g  o u t '  i s  t h a t  of  Va l ue s  C l a r i f i c a t i o n  ( e . g .  SIMON,  

S . ,  e t . a l . ,  1 9 7 2 ) .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  encour aged to expr ess  

w h a t e v e r  v a l u e s  t he y  h o l d ,  and t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n

bet ween moral  and non- mor a l  v a l u e s .  The method i s  a good

s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a r t i c u l a t i n g  and s h a r i n g  v a l u e s .  In an 

e f f o r t  to a v o i d  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  however ,  t h i s  approach has 

become d i f f u s e  and appear s  to assume t h a t  young pe o p l e  have 

a l r e a d y  t he  c a p a c i t y  t o  " a r r i v e  a t  v a l u e s  by an i n t e l l i g e n t  

pr ocess  of  ch o o s i n g ,  p r i z i n g  and b e h a v i n g " .  (RATHS,  e t . a l . ,  

1 9 7 8 ) .
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W e i n r e i c h - H a s t e  ( 1 9 8 7 )  suggest s  t h a t  t he  most  common emphasi s  

i n moral  e d u c a t i o n  i n t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  on t he  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  

s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  M c P h a i l ' s  L i f e l i n e  ( 1 9 7 2 )  p r o j e c t  i s  based on 

l e a r n i n g  t o und e r s t a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  T h i s  goal  i s  a l s o  c l o s e  

to t h a t  o f  t he  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  system and of  r e c e n t  appr oaches  

to r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .  Pe r sona l  and s o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

cour ses  as w e l l  as t u t o r i a l  schemes a l s o  s t r e s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

f o r  o t h e r s ,  ( e . g .  B u t t o n ,  1971 ,  1974 ,  Hopson and S c a l l y ,

1980)  and t he  i mp or t a n c e  o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  

not  n e c e s s a r i l y  w i t h  any compr ehens i ve  account  o f  t he  moral  

a s p e c t s  o f  them.  Most  o f  t hese  schemes use t he  e x p e r i e n t i a l  

l e a r n i n g  method as most  l i k e l y  to s t i m u l a t e  e f f e c t i v e  

l e a r n i n g .  The t e a c h e r  i s  seen as f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  t he  

s t u d e n t ' s  own l e a r n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t han as t he  e x p e r t  i n s t r u c t i n g  

t he  n o v i c e .  Ther e  ar e  s t i l l  many t e a c h e r s ,  however ,  who see 

t h e i r  r o l e  as t h a t  of  e x p e r t  i n s t r u c t o r ,  and f e a r  l o s s  of  

a u t h o r i t y  and d i s c i p l i n e  i f  t h e y  become f a c i l i t a t o r s .  Wh i l e  

s t r e s s i n g  t he  deve l opment  o f  empat hy ,  McPhai l  a l s o  emphas i ses  

m o d e l l i n g  and c o n d i t i o n i n g  by a d u l t s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  so 

n o t i o n s  of  f reedom and d e t e r m i n i s m  appear  t o be c o n f u s e d .  He 

d i s t r u s t s  r a t i o n a l i s m  because i t  can l e a d  t o a " packaged  

approach to t r u t h " ,  so h i s  model  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t he  

dev e l o pment  of  a f f e c t i v e  r e s p o n s e s .  "An e mo t i o n a l  r espo nse  

i s  needed f o r  v a l i d  moral  and s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g " .  ( McPHAI L,  

1972 ) .

Wi l son  ( 1 9 7 3 )  sees a r o l e  f o r  many t e a c h i n g  methods i n moral  

e d u c a t i o n  whi ch he b e l i e v e s  shoul d  be t a u g h t  as a s e p a r a t e
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s u b j e c t .  I n o r d e r  to pe r f o r m b e t t e r  in t he  moral  a r e a ,

c e r t a i n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  need t o be d e v e l o p e d .  These a r e ,

b r i e f l y ,  t r e a t i n g  o t h e r s  as e q u a l s ,  awareness of  o n e ' s  own

emot i ons  as w e l l  as t hose  o f  o t h e r s ,  awareness o f  t he  f a c t s

r e l e v a n t  to moral  d e c i s i o n s ,  and b r i n g i n g  a l l  t hese  to bear  

in p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  so as to dec i de  and ac t  in 

acc or dance  w i t h  them.  Where McPhai l  emphasi ses  f e e l i n g ,  

Wi l son  emphasi ses  c l e a r  r e a s o n i n g  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t he  

e v i d e n c e .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  

r e l i n q u i s h  f a n t a s i e s  about  m o r a l i t y  and f a c e  r e a l i t y ,  because  

such f a n t a s i e s ,  emot i ons  and p r e j u d i c e s  p r e v e n t  us f rom

see i ng  and p u r s u i n g  r a t i o n a l i t y  in moral  e d u c a t i o n .  On t he  

whol e ,  he appear s  to f i t  i n t o  bot h our  c a t e g o r i e s .  For

a l t h o u g h  he sees t he  t e a c h e r  as p l a y i n g  a s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e  as 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n s i g h t f u l  and sane p e o p l e ,  he a l s o  

says t h a t  d i r e c t  methods o f  t e a c h i n g  w i l l  be a f ocus  or  

anchor  f o r  o t h e r  met hods.

D e s p i t e  t he  t hor oughness  o f  h i s  approach t o moral  e d u c a t i o n  

in t he  c u r r i c u l u m ,  W i l s o n ' s  scheme has a p p a r e n t l y  not  been 

much used.  Hi s f u l l y  worked out  pr ocess  o f  e v a l u a t i o n  of  

moral  l e a r n i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  m e r i t s  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n ,  as 

e v a l u a t i o n  i s sel dom ment i oned  in o t h e r  t h e o r i e s .

The most  compr ehens i ve  appr oach t o  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i n t he  

c l assr oom and t he  w i d e r  school  communi ty i s  t h a t  o f  Kohl  be r g .

He v i ews both t he  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  c o g n i t i v e  moral  dev e l opment

and t he  p r a c t i c e  o f  moral  a c t i o n  as n e c e s s a r y  f o r  moral
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e d u c a t i o n .  So t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  s t age  t h e o r y  i s  con cer ned  

w i t h  moral  j udgme nt ,  h i s  work i n schoo l s  i s  concer ned  w i t h  

bot h moral  j udgment  and moral  a c t i o n .  He be l ongs  m o s t l y  in 

our  ' d r a w i n g  o u t '  c a t e g o r y  because he does r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  

young peopl e  are  a l r e a d y  moral  a g e n t s .  I t  has been shown by 

T u r i e l ' s  r e s e a r c h  ( 1 9 8 3 )  t h a t  f rom an e a r l y  age c h i l d r e n  can 

d i s t i n g u i s h  moral  r u l e s  as more i m p o r t a n t  t han c o n v e n t i o n a l  

r u l e s .  However ,  Kohl  berg f o l l o w s  P i a g e t  in c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  

young c h i l d r e n  i n i t i a l l y  see moral  a u t h o r i t y  as o u t s i d e  

t h e ms e l v e s  and o n l y  g r a d u a l l y  does t h e i r  m o r a l i t y  become 

s e l f - d i r e c t e d  or  autonomous.

Kohl  b e r g ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  in schoo l s  began when a r e s e a r c h  s t udy  

by B l a t t  ( 1 9 7 0 )  showed t h a t  moral  di l emma d i s c u s s i o n  c l a s s e s  

whi ch s t i m u l a t e d  c o g n i t i v e  c o n f l i c t  and exposed s t u d e n t s  to  

r e a s o n i n g  one s t age  above t h e i r  own e f f e c t i v e l y  r a i s e d  moral  

s t a g e ,  though o n l y  by an ave r age  1 / 3  s t a g e .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  

Kohl  berg b e l i e v e d  t h a t  such d i s c u s s i o n s ,  in s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  

and c i v i c s  l e s s o n s ,  cou l d  r a i s e  moral  s t age  t o 5 or  6 ,  t he  

p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l  o f  r e a s o n i n g  e x p r e s s e d  in t he  Amer i can  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  as p r o c e d u r a l  j u s t i c e ,  equal  o p p o r t u n i t y  and 

r e s p e c t  f o r  human p e r s o n a l i t y .  However ,  s i n c e  few s u b j e c t s  

in h i s  s t u d i e s  appear ed t o r eac h  St age 5 or  t he  c u r r e n t  St age  

5 / 6 ,  h i s  goal  has been r e d e f i n e d .  He had p r e v i o u s l y  c l a i m e d  

t h a t  t e a c h i n g  to St age 4 was i n d o c t r i n a t i v e  as i t  t a u g h t  

r e s p e c t  f o r  l aw and o r d e r ,  a u t h o r i t y  and t he  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  

syst em.  More r e c e n t l y  he has r e t r e n c h e d  t o  St age 4 g o a l s  as 

t he ends of  c i v i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  i . e .  a commi tment  t o b e i n g  a
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good member o f  a communi ty or  a good c i t i z e n .  (KOHLBERG,  

1980a)  But  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h ,  he c l a i m s ,  i s  not  

i n d o c t r i n a t i v e .  The t e a c h e r  i s  not  i mposi ng any v a l u e  

c o n t e n t  on t he  s t u d e n t s  but  p r e p a r i n g  them t o comprehend  

b e t t e r  and t hen a p p r o p r i a t e  t he  p r i n c i p l e  of  j u s t i c e  on whi ch  

t he  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  based.  T h i s  i s  

e f f e c t e d  by S o c r a t i c  d i s c u s s i o n  in l e s s o n s ,  and p a r t i c i p a t o r y  

democracy in t he school  as a who l e .

The moral  di l emma d i s c u s s i o n  method begun by Kohl  berg has 

been d e s c r i b e d  by many comment a t or s .  ( e . g .  HERSH, R . ,  

MILLER,  J.  and FI ELDI NG,  G . , 1980 ,  FENTON, E. and KOHLBERG,

L . ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  S u f f i c e  i t  to say here t h a t  t e a c h e r s  can make

b e t t e r  use o f  i t  i f  t h e y  ar e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  

and have had some t r a i n i n g  in moral  e d u c a t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s .  

Th i s  i s not  o f t e n  t he  case f o r  t e a c h e r s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

Di lemmas can a l s o  be used in t he  form of  r o l e - p l a y  or  drama,  

or  as w r i t t e n  e x e r c i s e s .

Kohl  b e r g ' s  ' j u s t  communi t y '  programmes have been c a l l e d  t he  

l e a d i n g  edge o f  h i s  t h e o r y .  D i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  by s t u d e n t s  o f  

a d e m o c r a t i c  school  communi ty he l ps  t o d ev e l o p  St age  4 

a t t i t u d e s  in a s a f e ,  smal l  and p e r s o n a l  s o c i e t y ,  and t h i s  can 

be f o l l o w e d  by e x p e r i e n c e  in the w i d e r  communi t y  to  

g e n e r a l i s e  such a t t i t u d e s .  Kohl  berg agr ees  w i t h  Dewey ' s  

v i s i o n  o f  school s  maki ng more j u s t  and d e m o c r a t i c  c i t i z e n s ,  

who woul d t hen make school s  and s o c i e t y  more j u s t  i n a 

p r o g r e s s i v e  s p i r a l .  I t  i s  a g r e a t  deal  to ask ,  however ,  o f
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t e a c h e r s  and p r i n c i p a l s  t o l o s e  t he  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e i r  

u n q u e s t i o n e d  a u t h o r i t y  and open t h e ms e l v e s  to t he  

v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  d e mo c r a t i c  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  In t h i s  c o u n t r y  

p a t t e r n s  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  gover nance  ar e  per haps even more 

i n g r a i n e d  t han i n t he  U . S . A .

Th i s  way o f  l e a r n i n g  democracy by doi ng i t  i s  wor t h  t he  

r i s k s .  Kohl  berg woul d a r g u e .  I t  r e s p e c t s  t he  moral  agency of  

s t u d e n t s ,  encour ages  t h e i r  own t h i n k i n g  and in d e a l i n g  w i t h  

r e a l - l i f e  pr obl ems w i t h i n  t he  school  such as s t e a l i n g ,  may 

more e f f e c t i v e l y  promote moral  dev e l o pment  t han h y p o t h e t i c a l  

moral  di l emma d i s c u s s i o n .  Democracy can c l o s e  t h e  gap

bet ween a d u l t  and peer  group c u l t u r e s  i f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  

s h a r e d ,  and t hus r educe  s t u d e n t  a l i e n a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  who 

have had a say in maki ng t he  r u l e s  ar e  a l s o  more l i k e l y  to  

f o l l o w  them.  F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  c l a i me d  t h a t  " t h e  u n i t  of

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  not  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  but  t he

g r o u p . "  (KOHLBERG, 1971 ,  p . 82)

In communi ty me e t i n gs  i n smal l  a l t e r n a t i v e  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  

exampl e  t he  Cambr i dge C l u s t e r  Sc h o o l ,  f i n a l  agr eement s  were  

made on t he  r u l e s  and p o l i c i e s  o f  t he  s c h o o l s .  As i s s u e s  

ar ose  in s c h o o l ,  ways o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  them were d i s c u s s e d  and 

per haps d e l e g a t e d  t o a s m a l l e r  commi t t ee  t o e f f e c t .  However ,  

democracy i s  not  easy .  I t  i s  t i me - c o n s u mi n g  and somet i mes  

f r u s t r a t i n g ,  b o r i n g  or  c h a o t i c .  In a l a r g e  school  

p a r t i c i p a t o r y  democracy c ou l d  t a k e  more t i me  t han  i s

a v a i l a b l e .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s m a l l - s c a l e  e x p e r i m e n t s  show,  however .
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t h a t  democracy in a c t i o n  has p r a c t i c a l  and de v e l o p me n t a l  

b e n e f i t s .  ( L i c k o n a ,  1976 ,  Re i me r ,  J.  and Power ,  C . ,  1980)  I t  

has s o l v e d  pr obl ems in Amer i can school s  by p r o v i d i n g  an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  m a i n l y  f o r  a l i e n a t e d  or  d i s r u p t i v e  young p e o p l e .

From t h i s  b r i e f  s u r v e y ,  i t  can be seen t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  programme i s  p r o mi s i n g  and i n t he  sense o f  power -  

s h a r i n g ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  i t  has p r a c t i c a l  pr obl ems i n i t s  

a p p l i c a t i o n .  I t  needs c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o u r a g e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 

p a t i e n c e  f rom both s t a f f  and s t u d e n t s  as w e l l  as a commi tment  

of  t i me  and e n e r g y .  Te a c he r s  need l e n g t h y  and e x t e n s i v e  

t r a i n i n g  in d e v e l o pme nt a l  t h e o r y  and t he  p r a c t i c a l  methods  

and a commi tment  to t he  pr ocess  o f  democracy.  I t  i s  a l s o  

ne c e s s a r y  f o r  t e a c h e r s  t o be a t  h i g h e r  s t ages  o f  r e a s o n i n g  

t han t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  and t h i s  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t he  case .  

I n t h i s  c o u n t r y  t he p r a c t i c e  o f  i t  woul d need w h o l e - s a l e  

r e f o r m o f  school  s t r u c t u r e  in ways whi ch ar e  c l e a r l y  not  

a g r e e a b l e  t o t he  gov er nment ,  or  t o  t hose  t e a c h e r s  who 

p e r c e i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n  more f rom an i n c u l c a t i v e  t han  a 

d e v e l o p me n t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  A l t hough  a l l  g r e a t  e d u c a t o r s  f rom 

P l a t o  onwards have r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  " j u s t  communi t i es"  p r o v i d e  

t he n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  f o r  t he  deve l opment  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  

t h e r e  appear  to be many p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  i n h i b i t  t h e i r  

i m p l e m e n t a t i  o n .
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3.7 C o n c l u s i o n

Moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  moral  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and e d u c a t o r s  a l l  

beg i n  w i t h  t h e i r  own commonsense u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  

and t hen p r o g r e s s i v e l y  s p e c i a l i s e  in c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  own 

p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r i e s ,  whi ch ar e  o f t e n  a p p a r e n t l y  in c o n f l i c t .  

The g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  t aken  in t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  each of  

t he s e  s p e c i a l i s e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  has somet h i ng t o c o n t r i b u t e  t o our  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t he  n a t u r e  o f  t he  moral  l i f e  and t he  pr ocess  

of  moral  e d u c a t i o n .  However ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  no 

one has a c h i e v e d  an a de qua t e  s y n t h e s i s  of  t hese  d i f f e r i n g  

p o i n t s  o f  v i e w.  I t  seems t h a t  t he  e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e  a 

s y n t h e s i s  means goi ng back t o and e x p l o r i n g  in d e t a i l  t he  

moral  l i f e  as e x p e r i e n c e d  by o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e .  The main s t udy  

i s  i n t e n d e d  as a smal l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h a t  t a s k .

S p e c i f i c a l l y  in r e l a t i o n  to moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  P e t e r s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  

has w r i t t e n  t h a t  i t  i s  no good t a l k i n g  about  moral  e d u c a t i o n  

u n t i l  we have a more d e t e r m i n a t e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  what  i s  

i n v o l v e d  in be i ng " m o r a l " .  A s y n t h e s i s  i s  needed of  what  he 

c a l l s  t he  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and t he  r o ma n t i c  a p p r o a c h e s ,  and a 

more ade quat e  v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  shoul d  r e v e a l  t he  p r o p e r  p l a c e  

f o r  bot h a u t h o r i t y  and s e l f - d i r e c t e d  l e a r n i n g  i n moral  

e d u c a t i o n .

T h i s ,  however ,  i s  e a s i e r  s a i d  t han done,  f o r  t he  d i c h o t o m i e s  

between autonomy and a u t h o r i t y ,  r eason and f e e l i n g .



- 135 -

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and s o c i a l i s a t i o n  e t c .  ar e  v e r y  p e r v a s i v e ,  and 

c o n t r o v e r s y  r a t h e r  t han consensus i s  t he  norm.  The f a c t  t h a t  

t h e y  ar e  p e r v a s i v e  p o i n t s  t o i n h e r e n t  t e n s i o n s  in t he  moral  

l i f e ,  whi ch may w e l l  be a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  our  human c o n d i t i o n .
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4.1 I n t r o d u c t i on

The s t udy  to be r e p o r t e d  i s  an e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t he  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a ge s  of  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g ,  

and t he  e t h i c a l  i deas  and o p i n i o n s  on moral  d ev e l o pment  and 

moral  e d u c a t i o n  of  a sampl e of  t e a c h e r s ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f rom 

s e c o n d a r y ,  compr ehens i ve  s c h o o l s .  Su p p l e me n t a r y  q u e s t i o n s  

w i l l  concer n  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e l a t e d  t o sex ,  t y pe  of  s c h o o l ,  

age,  y e a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t .  The 

b a s i c  hypot heses  were l i s t e d  in Ch a p t e r  1,  s e c t i o n  1 . 3 .

F o l l o w i n g  an i n i t i a l  p i l o t  phase ,  90 t e a c h e r s  were i n c l u d e d  

in t he  main s t udy .  ( P a r t i a l  da t a  were o b t a i n e d  f rom a 

f u r t h e r  30 t e a c h e r s  but  not  i n c l u d e d  in t he  a n a l y s i s ) .  They  

t a u g h t  in a t o t a l  o f  57 d i f f e r e n t  school s  o f  11 d i f f e r e n t  

t ypes  in t he  M i d l a n d s .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  was g i v e n  to t he  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n t e r v i e w i n g  a l l  t he  t e a c h e r s  f r o m,  say,  two 

s c h o o l s ,  or  a l a r g e  number f r o m,  say ,  f o u r  s c h o o l s ,  but  i t  

was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  in p r a c t i c e  to a r r a n g e  t h i s .  I n t e r v i e w i n g  

t e a c h e r s  f rom a l a r g e  number o f  school s  wo u l d ,  however ,  g i v e  

a w i d e r  r ange of  t e a c h e r  o p i n i o n .  The 90 t e a c h e r s  bet ween  

them t a u g h t  42 d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s .  A l l  o f  them t a u g h t  a t  

l e a s t  2 o f  t hese  s u b j e c t s  and some of  them t a u g h t  as many as 

6.  T h e i r  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  r anged f rom 1 t o 30 .  Of  t he  90 

t e a c h e r s ,  55 were mal e and 35 were f e m a l e .  ( F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  

t he sample o f  t e a c h e r s  ar e  g i v e n  in Appendi x  C) .



138 -

A l l  s u b j e c t s  under went  an i n - d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w  v a r y i n g  in  

l e n g t h  f rom one to two hours and compl e t ed  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  

I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  to i n t e r v i e w  a l l  t e a c h e r s  in  

t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  Because t he  s t udy  was c a r r i e d  out  a t  a t i me  

of  s t r e s s  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  when p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  was t a k i n g  

p l a c e  and s e v e r a l  new c u r r i c u l u m  i n i t i a t i v e s  were be i ng  

i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h i s  pr oved i m p o s s i b l e .  In t he e v e n t ,  48 t e a c h e r s  

were s e l e c t e d  a t  random f rom t hose  seconded t o L e i c e s t e r  

U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  one y e a r ' s  s t udy  f o r  h i g h e r  degr ees  and 

d i p l omas  and were i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  t he  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h i l e  42 

t e a c h e r s  were i n t e r v i e w e d  d u r i n g  t he  school  day a t  s c h o o l .

The i n t e r v i e w  and q u e s t i o n n a i r e  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 k i nds  

of  q u e s t i o n s .  The f i r s t ,  here c a l l e d  moral  r e a s o n i n g  

q u e s t i o n s ,  ar e  t hose f rom Kohl  b e r g ' s  Moral  Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  

s c hedu l e  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  s t age  s c o r i n g .  The 

second group o f  q u e s t i o n s  i s  more g e n e r a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t he  

concept  o f  m o r a l i t y .  Th i s  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  some of  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

q u e s t i o n s  not  used f o r  s t age  s c o r i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some 

s u p p l e me n t a r y  q u e s t i o n s .  For  c on v e n i e nc e  t h i s  second group  

of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be l a b e l l e d  e t h i c a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s t udy .  

These two groups form t he  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u l e .  The q u e s t i o n n 

a i r e  i s  made up o f  t he  t h i r d  group of  q u e s t i o n s ,  t hose  on 

moral  dev e l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Subsequent  t r e a t m e n t  

of  t he  da t a  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 s e c t i o n s  or  

c h a p t e r s .  The c ompl e t e  i n t e r v i e w  and t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  can 

be f ound i n Appendi x  B. The s u p p l e me n t a r y  q u e s t i o n s  whi ch I 

added ar e  i d e n t i f i e d  by c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .  A l l  i n t e r v i e w s  were
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t a p e - r e c o r d e d  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s c r i b e d .  In o r d e r  to  

check on w h e t h e r  t he  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  a f f e c t e d  t he  

subsequent  c o m p l e t i o n  of  t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t he  sequence was,  

as f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  v a r i e d ,  51 t e a c h e r s  hav i ng  

t he  i n t e r v i e w  f i r s t  and 39 t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

4 . 2  Measur i ng  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e :  t he  moral  j udgment  

i n t e r v i e w

The aim o f  t he  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  and

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i s to i n f e r  u n d e r l y i n g  coher ence  or  s t r u c t u r e

beneat h  s u r f a c e  speech.  T h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  made e x p l i c i t  in  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e .  But  i t  was a l s o  hoped t h a t  in  

a s i m i l a r  way i t  woul d be p o s s i b l e  t o i n f e r  a s u b j e c t ' s  

u n d e r l y i n g  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  and i m p l i c i t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  moral  

deve l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .

I t  i s w e l l  known now t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  pr obl ems  

i n v o l v e d  in r e s e a r c h  whi ch uses da t a  in t he  form o f  

p a r t i c i p a n t s '  own account s  o f  t h e i r  v i ews and a t t i t u d e s .  

(POTTER,  1983)  Ther e  i s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n what  a s i n g l e  per son  

says or  w r i t e s  on d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  or  even on one o c c a s i o n  

d u r i n g  t he  cour se  o f  a l e n g t h y  i n t e r v i e w .  The r easons  f o r  

t h i s  ar e  t e c h n i c a l l y  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  to d i s c o v e r  s i n c e  

t hey  l i e  w i t h i n  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own e x p e r i e n c e ,

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  use o f  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l anguage  and

unconsc i ous  as w e l l  as con sc i ous  m o t i v e s .  I hoped to a v o i d
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t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  whi ch mi g h t  be added t o t hese  i f  s e v e r a l  

i n t e r v i e w e r s  were used by doi ng a l l  t he  i n t e r v i e w i n g  m y s e l f  

and t a k i n g  as much c a r e  as p o s s i b l e  t o s t i c k  r i g i d l y  t o t he  

se t  q u e s t i o n s  e x c e p t  where f u r t h e r  probes were needed to  

c l a r i f y  answer s .  Ki t wood ( i n  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  1987)  w r i t e s  t h a t  

c onsc i ous  answers ar e  o f t e n  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t he  

r o o t s  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  l i e  l a r g e l y  bel ow consc i ous  awar eness  

and can o n l y  be i d e n t i f i e d  a f t e r  " d e l i c a t e  t h e r a p e u t i c  

wor k" .  T h e r a p e u t i c  wor k ,  however ,  i s  a l o n g - t e r m  pr ocess  and 

c l e a r l y  not  w i t h i n  t he  scope o f  t h i s  s t u dy .

Though t he  p r e s e n t  s t udy  i s  concer ned  w i t h  a d u l t s ,  i t  i s  

per haps wor t h  r e f e r r i n g  b r i e f l y  t o P i a g e t ,  who,  in h i s  s t udy  

of  c h i l d r e n ' s  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t he  w o r l d  ( 1 9 2 9 )  found s e r i o u s  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  in d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  what  he c a l l e d  spont aneous  

and l i b e r a t e d  c o n v i c t i o n s  f rom t hose  due t o a d u l t  

s u g g e s t i o n s .  He s a i d  t h a t  t he  p s y c h o l o g i s t  must  make up f o r  

t he  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  in t he  method o f  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by 

s h a r p e n i n g  t he  s u b t l e t i e s  o f  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

P i a g e t  i d e n t i f i e d  f i v e  c r i t e r i a  whi ch woul d show w h e t h e r  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  c o n v i c t i o n  had been bor r owed by t he  c h i l d  f rom  

a d u l t s  by p a s s i v e  i m i t a t i o n  or  wh e t h e r  i t  was in p a r t  t he  

p r o d u c t  o f  t he  c h i l d ' s  own ment a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The most  

i m p o r t a n t  o f  t hese  c r i t e r i a  a r e  t h a t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

v a r i a t i o n s  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  c h i l d r e n  of  t he  same age a r r i v e  

at  t he  same c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a phenomenon,  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  

e v o l v e  i n t o  a new c o n c e p t i o n  and t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t i o n  

w i l l  occur  many t i mes  and r e s i s t  s u g g e s t i o n .
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Kohl  berg appear s  now to be a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t he  s c o r i n g  method  

of  t he  MJI  i s ,  i n a s i m i l a r  way t o  P i a g e t ' s ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  

or  h e r me n e u t i c  but  t h a t  i t  can s t i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  

s c i e n t i f i c ,  or  as s c i e n t i f i c  as i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to be.  He

c o n s i d e r s  h i s  c u r r e n t  measur i ng  i n s t r u m e n t  " a l l o w s  us t o  

have our  p s y c h o me t r i c  cake and h e r m e n e u t i c a l l y  i n t e r p r e t  i t  

t o o . " (KOHLBERG, LEVINE and HEWER 1983)

Ther e  i s  deba t e  about  w h e t h e r  b a s i c  c o n c e p t u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  do 

go on emer gi ng and e v o l v i n g  in a d u l t  l i f e ,  but  i t  c e r t a i n l y  

appear s  p r o b a b l e .  A l t hough  not  s t r u c t u r a l ,  E r i k s o n ' s  seven  

s t ages  ar e  l i f e l o n g  and do not  end u n t i l  dea t h  r e s o l v e s  t he

t e n s i o n  o f  t he  f i n a l  s t age  o f  i n t e g r i t y  ver sus  d e s p a i r .  But

c e r t a i n l y  a d u l t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o p r e s e n t  s t r o n g  c o n v i c t i o n s

many t i mes  d u r i n g  t he cour se  o f  a l e n g t h y  i n t e r v i e w ,  as

P i a g e t  showed t o be t he  case w i t h  c h i l d r e n .  One mi g h t  a l s o  

h y p o t h e s i s e  t h a t  in t he  case o f  s t a t e m e n t s  about  moral

q u e s t i o n s  t hese  c o n v i c t i o n s  may be i n a p p a r e n t  c o n f l i c t .

My d e c i s i o n  t o use t he  Moral  Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  was t aken  

because i t  appear ed to be,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  w i t h  p r ob l ems ,  

some u n a v o i d a b l e ,  t he  be s t  i n s t r u m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  p r e s e n t  

f o r  measur i ng  moral  j udgment .  The p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  were  

t he w r i t t e n  v e r s i o n  o f  t he  M J I ,  Gi bbs '  ( 1 9 8 2 )  So c i a l  

R e f l e c t i o n  Measure (SRM) and R e s t ' s  ( 1 9 8 6 )  D e f i n i n g  I ssues  

T e s t  ( D I T ) .  As t he s e  i n v o l v e  w r i t t e n  r esponses  t h e y  a vo i d  

p o s s i b l e  i n t e r v i e w e r  v a r i a b i l i t y  as w e l l  as be i ng  e a s i e r  to

a d m i n i s t e r  to groups and to s c o r e .  The l a t t e r  two measur es .
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however ,  were both d e r i v e d  f rom t he  MJI  and des i gned as 

s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n s  o f  i t .  T h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o t he  MJI  i s  

u n c e r t a i n .  Kohl  berg has not ed t h a t  t he  SRM c o r r e l a t e s  . 50  

w i t h  t he  MJI  when age i s  sc r e ened  out  as a v a r i a b l e  and 

g l o b a l  agr eement  i s  48%. S t u d i e s  have a l s o  shown t h a t  t he  

DI T c o r r e l a t e s  . 35 and . 17  w i t h  t he  MJI  w i t h  age scr eened  

o u t .  Kohl  berg a l s o  c l a i ms  t h a t  t he  MJI  f i t s  b e t t e r  a 

P i a g e t i a n  s t age  model  ( p e r s o n a l  c o mmu n i c a t i o n ) .  N e i t h e r  

t he SRM nor  t he DI T have t he r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  of  t he  

o r i g i n a l  Kohl  berg measur e ,  now r e f i n e d  a f t e r  t we n t y  y e a r s  

work i n t o  i t s  c u r r e n t  f or m.

I d e c i de d  to use t he  MJI  i n t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w  r a t h e r  

t han t he  w r i t t e n  form f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o ns .  F i r s t l y ,  Kohl  berg  

h i m s e l f  s a i d  i t  was t he  ' i d e a l '  method because i t  a l l o ws  

both f o r  p r ob i ng  of  ambiguous r esponses  and f o r  a f u l l  

r e c o r d  o f  t he  s u b j e c t ' s  r e a s o n i n g .  (KOHLBERG, L.  and COLBY,  

A . ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  Se c o n d l y ,  t he  i n t e r v i e w  i s a d m i n i s t e r e d  to one 

s u b j e c t  a t  a t i me  r a t h e r  t han to a group and t h i s  i s  l i k e l y  

to i n c r e a s e  t he s e r i o u s n e s s  w i t h  whi ch i t  i s  approached and 

t he  q u a l i t y  o f  t he  answer s .  Thus,  a l t h o u g h  i t  t a k e s  much 

l o n g e r  t o a d m i n i s t e r  and a ss ess ,  t he  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w  

shoul d  p r o v i d e  more s t a g e - s c o r a b l e  m a t e r i a l  and a more 

a c c u r a t e  s t a g e - s p e c i f i c  scor e  a t  t he  end.  I used Form A of  

t he MJI  c o n t a i n i n g  t he  3 h y p o t h e t i c a l  di l emmas whi ch can be 

summar i sed as f o l l o w s .
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Shoul d He i nz  s t e a l  t he  o v e r p r i c e d  drug to save h i s  dy i ng  

w i f e  or  not?

Shoul d t he  j udge  sen t ence  He i n z  f o r  s t e a l i n g  or  not?

Shoul d 14 y e a r  o l d  Joe r e f u s e  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  t he  

money t h a t  Joe has ear ned  t o go t o camp?

U n t i l  such t i me as e m p i r i c a l  methods in p s y c h o l o g i c a l

r e s e a r c h  are  more e f f e c t i v e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to work w i t h i n

t he p a r a me t e r s  we have a v a i l a b l e  a t  p r e s e n t ,  c o n t r o v e r s i a l

though t he y  ar e  and l i m i t e d  as t he y  may be by t he  compl ex

n a t u r e  o f  human p e r s o n a l i t y .  Resear ch  in moral  j udgment  i s

br o a d e n i n g  now to f ocus  not  o n l y  on c h a r a c t e r i s i n g  t he

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  forms of  moral  r e a s o n i n g  but  a l s o  to s t udy  t he

r o l e  o f  moral  j udgment  in d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and t he  r e g u l a t i o n

of  b e h a v i o u r ,  and t he  i n f l u e n c e  of  p e r s o n a l i t y  and

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s .  Kohl  berg i s  aware o f  t h i s  and

d i s c u s s e s  in a r e c e n t  s t udy  St age 3 and St age 4 s u b j e c t s  who

have i n t u i t i o n s  and t a c i t  u n v e r b a l i s e d  awareness of  St age 5

ways o f  t h i n k i n g .

" I t  i s  t hese  u n a r t i c u l a t e d  t a c i t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  
t h a t  govern a c t u a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and b e h a v i o u r ,  
not  t h a t  whi ch i s  v e r b a l i s e d  and c od ab l e  a c c o r d i n g  
to t he  new s c o r i n g  s ys t e m" .  (KOHLBERG, 1984 ,  p.
218)

Yet  he s t i l l  c l a i ms  t h a t  h i g h e r  s t a g e  scor es  a r e  more l i k e l y  

to l e a d  a person to moral  a c t i o n .

I woul d s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t hese  u n a r t i c u l a t e d  i n t u i t i o n s  as we l l  

as a f f e c t i n g  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and b e h a v i o u r  may a l s o  a f f e c t  

t he  v e r b a l i s i n g  of  moral  r e a s o n i n g  or  j u dgme n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
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in h y p o t h e t i c a l  di l emmas and t hus make Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t ages  l e s s  

d e f i n i t i v e  t han he has c l a i m e d .

L i t t l e  compar ab l e  work has been done on t he  s t udy  o f  p e o p l e ' s  

u n d e r l y i n g  e t h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  moral  

dev e l opment  and e d u c a t i o n .  Ther e  have been a few a t t e mp t s  to  

i ndex  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  e m p i r i c a l l y  and t hese  ar e  d e s c r i b e d  

in s e c t i o n  4 . 5  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  But  i t  must  be emphasi sed  

t h a t  t he  a t t e mp t s  in t h i s  s t udy  are  e x p l o r a t o r y  and t e n t a t i v e  

f o r  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p r e v i o u s  work t o b u i l d  on.

4 . 3  The i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  r o l e

The r o l e  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  c r u c i a l  in e l i c i t i n g  f rom

s u b j e c t s  t he  bes t  t h i n k i n g  of  whi ch t h e y  are c a p a b l e  in

o r d e r  to d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  u n d e r l y i n g  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t he

f u n c t i o n  f o r  whi ch t he  i n t e r v i e w  was d e s i g n e d .  One of  t he

l i m i t a t i o n s  of  t he  MJI  as a s t a n d a r d i s e d  i n t e r v i e w

p r oc e d ur e  i s t h a t  i n t e r v i e w e r s  can v a r y  in t h e i r  s t y l e  and

use o f  probe q u e s t i o n s .

Kohl  berg has w r i t t e n  t h a t

" ' s t r u c t u r a l '  i n t e r v i e w i n g ,  c o n s i d e r e d  somewhat  
w h i m s i c a l l y ,  i s  t he  a r t  of  ask i n g  a s u b j e c t  ' why'  
enough t i mes  to f i n d  out  how he ge t s  p r o f o u n d ,  but  
not  enough t i mes  t o f i n d  out  how he get s  
a n g r y " . ( 1977  s c o r i n g  m a n u a l ) .

Th i s  r emar k ,  however ,  does not  appear  in t he c u r r e n t  manua l .

Ther e  can be much v a r i a t i o n  o f  s t y l e  r a n g i n g  f rom a c u r t  and

q u i t e  t h r e a t e n i n g  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t he  r e s e a r c h e r  to a v e r y
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g e n t l e  a t t e n t i v e  l i s t e n i n g  s t y l e  as o f t e n  used i n

c o u n s e l l i n g .  I woul d sugges t  t h a t  a c o u n s e l l i n g  s t y l e  i s

much more e f f e c t i v e  in e n a b l i n g  s u b j e c t s  t o t a l k  f r e e l y

about  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  in a f i e l d  whi ch i s  o f t e n

u n f a m i l i a r  t o them.  No t r a i n i n g  in i n t e r v i e w i n g  s t y l e  i s

g i v e n  a t  t he  Ha r v a r d  Moral  Ed u c a t i o n  Ce n t e r  wor kshops .  They

c o n c e n t r a t e  a l mos t  e n t i r e l y  on t he  s c o r i n g  o f  p r o t o c o l s .

Ther e  i s  a s e c t i o n  on t e c h n i q u e ,  however ,  i n t he  manual  but

t h i s  appear s  t o r e f e r  to t he  q u e s t i o n s  asked and how to probe

f o r  s c o r a b l e  answers w h i l e  a v o i d i n g  s u g g e s t i o n .  Ther e  i s  in

f a c t ,  an i m p l i e d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t he c o u n s e l l i n g  mode.

" I n t e r v i e w e r s  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  i n n o n - d i r e c t i v e  
c o u n s e l l i n g  seem t o have an a l most  i r r e s i s t i b l e  
t e ndency  to ' r e f l e c t '  t he  s u b j e c t ' s  r esponses  back
to h i m .............................You may i n a d v e r t e n t l y  b i a s  an
i n t e r v i e w  by s u g g e s t i n g  r e wo r d i n g s  o f  t he  r esponse  
to t he  s u b j e c t . "  (COLBY,  A and KOHLBERG, L. 198 4 ,
Chap.  7 . ,  p.  8)

R e f l e c t i n g  back does not  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v o l v e  r e w o r d i n g ,  

a l t h o u g h  p a r a p h r a s i n g  mi ght  do,  and p a r a p h r a s i n g  of  

q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  not  answer s ,  i s  recommended in t he  manual .  

R e f l e c t i n g  back i s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o be a r e p e a t i n g  back 

to t he  s u b j e c t  o f  what  he or  she has j u s t  s a i d .  In t he  

p r e s e n t  w r i t e r ' s  v i e w ,  i n t e r v i e w i n g  s t y l e  as opposed to  

q u e s t i o n i n g  t e c h n i q u e  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  and some t r a i n i n g  in 

b a s i c  c o u n s e l l i n g  s k i l l s  shoul d  be p a r t  o f  t he  t r a i n i n g  

workshop p r o c e d u r e .  Kohl  berg h i m s e l f  had t he most  g e n t l e  o f  

s t y l e s  and appear s  t o have d ev e l o ped  a f f e c t i o n a t e  

f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  many o f  h i s  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s u b j e c t s  over  t he  

y e a r s .  Some i n t e r v i e w e r s  of  c o u r s e ,  do not  a t t e n d  t he  

wor kshops ,  s i n c e  i t  i n v o l v e s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o H a r v a r d ,  and
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t h e r e f o r e  l e a r n  about  i n t e r v i e w i n g  and s c o r i n g  e n t i r e l y  f rom 

t he  manua l .  The manual s t he ms e l v e s  ar e  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to  

o b t a i n  and f u l l  o f  a l t e r a t i o n s .

Ther e  i s  a sense in whi ch t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  method i s more 

s t a n d a r d i s e d  acr oss  s u b j e c t s  s i nce  t he q u e s t i o n s  and answers  

ar e  t hen w r i t t e n  and u n a f f e c t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v i e w e r  

s t y l e s .  However ,  s i n c e  1 i n t e r v i e w e d  a l l  my s u b j e c t s  my s e l f  

and m a i n t a i n e d  t he same s t y l e  and q u e s t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  

was o b v i o u s l y  some d i f f e r e n c e  in t he f u r t h e r  probes g i ven  to  

i n d i v i d u a l  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e r e  shoul d be l i t t l e  i n t e r v i e w e r  

v a r i a t i o n .  1 adopt ed a c o u n s e l l i n g  s t y l e  whi ch was 

f a c i l i t a t e d  by t he  f a c t  t h a t  1 am a t r a i n e d  c o u n s e l l o r .  In 

f a c t  1 found t h i s  s t y l e  n e c e s s a r y  as we l l  as e f f e c t i v e  s i nc e  

a number o f  s u b j e c t s  began t he  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  some a n x i e t y  

a n d / o r  h o s t i l i t y .  The a n x i e t y  o f t e n  concer ned  t he  

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  and anonymi t y  o f  t he i n t e r v i e w  and what  t hey  

mi ght  say about  t h e i r  school  in t he q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  as we l l  as 

concer n about  t he  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  of  t he  t o p i c .  I t  a l s o  seemed 

t h a t  many t e a c h e r s  ( l i k e  t h e i r  p u p i l s )  were anx i ous  t o g i v e  

me t he  ' r i g h t '  answer .  H o s t i l i t y  appear ed  f rom t hose  who had 

n e g a t i v e  f e e l i n g s  about  m o r a l i t y ,  o f t e n  in i t s  supposed  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  r e l i g i o n ,  sex or  p o l i t i c s ,  or  n e g a t i v e  

f e e l i n g s  about  ' i n t e r f e r i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  a c a d e m i c s ' .  On t he  

l a t t e r  p o i n t  1 was a b l e  to say t h a t  1 was a t e a c h e r  m y s e l f .

1 p a r t i c u l a r l y  want ed to i n t e r v i e w  some t e a c h e r s  who were  

h o s t i l e  to t he  i dea  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  so t h a t  my sample
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woul d be more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t e a c h e r s  in ge n e r a l  as w e l l  

as p r o v i d i n g  t he p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t he  grounds of  

t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y .  None of  them were s t i l l  h o s t i l e  by t he  end 

of  t he  i n t e r v i e w  and t h i s  l ends  s u p p o r t  to t he  v i ew of  t he  

MJI  as a h e u r i s t i c  d e v i c e ,  whi ch has been not ed by many 

c o m m e n t a t o r s .

4 . 4  Sc o r i n g  t he  MJI

I p e r s o n a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a l l  t he i n t e r v i e w s  and t r a n s c r i b e d  

the  t ape  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  them.  In t he  summer of  1985 I a l s o  

a t t e n d e d  t he  s c o r i n g  workshop a t  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  in o r d e r  

to become p r o f i c i e n t  in t he  s c o r i n g  pr o ce dur e  and to e n a b l e  

me to use t he l a t e s t  ( 1 9 8 4 )  v e r s i o n  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s c o r i n g  

manual s in t h e i r  p r e - p u b l i c a t i o n  f or m.  I assessed t he  Gl oba l  

St age Score (GSS) and t he  more d i s c r i m i n a t e d  Wei ght ed

Aver age Score (WAS).  A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  how t hese  scores  

ar e  a r r i v e d  a t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .

The GSS i s  computed f rom t he  s t age  scor es  ass i gn e d  to each of  

t he 6 i ssues  by mat ch i ng  a s u b j e c t ' s  i n t e r v i e w  j udgement s  

w i t h  c r i t e r i o n  j udgement s  in t he  manual .  Scores f o r  t he  

chosen i ssue  are g i ven  3 p o i n t s ,  t hose f o r  t he  non- chosen

i ssue  2 p o i n t s  and guess scor es  1 p o i n t .  Onl y s t ages  whi ch

r e p r e s e n t  25% or  more o f  t he i ssue  t o t a l s  count  t owar ds  t he  

f i n a l  GSS. The WAS has t he  same system of  w e i g h t s  f o r  

chosen,  non- chosen and guess s c o r e s ,  but  does t a k e  i n t o
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acc ount  a l l  t he  s t ages  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I t  i s e x p r e s s e d  as a 

dec i mal  and t hen m u l t i p l i e d  by 100 .  Thus,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  326 

i s a WAS scor e  t h a t  is n e a r e r  to St age  3 t han St age  4.  The 

same GSS scor e  woul d be 3 / 4 .  I n t he  e v e n t ,  per haps  because  

t he  t e a c h e r s  were a f a i r l y  homogeneous gr oup ,  t h e r e  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  bunchi ng o f  GSS scor es  around s t ages  3 and 4 so 

in t he  a n a l y s i s  of  r e s u l t s  I made more use of  WAS s c o r e s .  A 

Canadi an s c o r e r ,  a l s o  t r a i n e d  a t  H a r v a r d ,  was a b l e  to check a 

sample of  my s c o r i n g  f o r  i n t e r r a t e r  r e l i a b i l t y ,  and a hi gh  

measure o f  agr eement  was r e a c h e d .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to not e  

an a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  bet ween Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  and t he  

s c o r i n g  p r o c e s s .  The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  s t a g e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

Kohl  b e r g ,  p r o v i d e  a s t e p w i s e  and not  a c o n t i n u o u s  

d e v e l o p me n t .  The WAS s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e ,  however ,  seems to  

i mp l y  a c o n t i n u o u s  d e v e l o p me n t .

Kohl  berg has been much c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  t he f a c t  t h a t  h i s  

o r i g i n a l  s t age  scheme was based on i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom an 

a l l - m a l e  sample and t h a t  t he  p r o t a g o n i s t s  in t he  di l emmas  

are  a l l  ma l e ,  ( see  Ch a p t e r  3)  Some s t u d i e s  have f ound t h a t  

t he  gender  of  t he p r o t a g o n i s t s  does i n f l u e n c e  t he  

measurement  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g .  Bussey and Maughan ( 1 9 8 2 )  

f ound t h a t  mal es scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  when t he  

p r o t a g o n i s t s  were male but  t h a t  f e ma l e s  d i d  not  score  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  when t he  p r o t a g o n i s t s  were f ema l e  

a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  scor es  d i d  i n c r e a s e .  In o r d e r  t o t e s t  t h i s  

w i t h  my sample o f  55 mal es and 35 f e m a l e s ,  I changed t he  sex 

of  t he  p r o t a g o n i s t s  on e v e r y  a l t e r n a t e  i n t e r v i e w  so t h a t  45
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t e a c h e r s  answered q u e s t i o n s  about  He i nz  and Joe and 45

answered q u e s t i o n s  about  He l en  and Joan.  Of t he  45 answer i ng  

q u e s t i o n s  about  He i nz  and Joe 29 were mal e and 16 were  

f e m a l e .  Of  t he  45 answer i ng  q u e s t i o n s  about  He l en and Joan 

26 were mal e and 19 were f e m a l e .  I a l s o  changed t he  

po l i c eman  Mr .  Brown to t he  pol i cewoman Mrs Brown f o r  t he  

f e ma l e  i n t e r v i e w  and changed Joe to Joan,  but  t he  sex of  t he  

j udge  r emai ned  u n s p e c i f i e d  in both t he  mal e and f ema l e

i n t e r v i e w s .

I c o n s i d e r e d  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s c o r i n g  t e a c h e r s  a l s o  by

Kohl  b e r g ' s  new pr oc e dur e  i n t o  Moral  Type A or  Moral  Type B.

These t ypes  have r e p l a c e d  t he  subst ages  A and B in both t he

t h e o r y  and s c o r i n g .  R e t u r n i n g  to t he  t h e o r y  of  P i a g e t  ( 1 9 3 2 )

and h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  bet ween a f i r s t  s t age  o f  j u s t i c e

i n v o l v i n g  het eronomous o r i e n t a t i o n  to r u l e s  and a u t h o r i t y

and a second s t age  of  autonomous o r i e n t a t i o n  t o f a i r n e s s ,

e q u a l i t y  and r e c i p r o c i t y .  Kohl  berg now c o n s i d e r s  t h a t

het eronomous r e a s o n i n g  does not  d i s a p p e a r  w i t h  deve l opment

but  r emai ns  as an o r i e n t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  s t a g e s .  Th i s

f i n d i n g  emerged f rom t he  ' b o o t s t r a p p i n g '  t e c h n i q u e  or

c i r c u l a r  r e v i s i o n ,  by whi ch s t age  d e f i n i t i o n s  ar e  r e v i s e d  in

t he l i g h t  o f  e m p i r i c a l  da t a  a n a l y s e s  and v i c e  v e r s a .

"By ' b o o t s t r a p p i n g '  we mean t he  n o t i o n  of  an
e v o l v i n g  r e s e a r c h  program in whi ch da t a  f e e d  back  
i n t o  t h e o r y  and method t o i mprove t he  account  o f  
deve l opment  we o f f e r .  T h i s  pr ocess  i s  not  uni que
to our  e f f o r t s .  I n f a c t ,  i t  co u l d  be ar gued t h a t
i t  i s  t he  model  used in a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e a v o r s " .  
(COLBY,  A. and KOHLBERG, L . , 1984 ,  p.  66)



- 150 -

In one o f  t hese  r e v i s i o n s  s t udy  was made o f  c o n t e n t  whi ch had 

been m i s t a k e n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as h i g h e r  s t age  s t r u c t u r e .  In 

t h i s  c o n t e n t  i d e a l  t ypes  c ou l d  be seen whi ch appear ed to be 

r anged on a cont i nuum f rom het er onomous to autonomous.

In e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n s  of  h i s  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e .  Kohl  berg had 

d e f i n e d  s u b s t a g e s ,  c a l l e d  A and B, w i t h i n  h i s  main s t a g e s .  

However ,  i t  now seemed t h a t  t he sub st age  o r i e n t a t i o n  needed  

r e a s s e s s m e n t .

"Our l o n g i t u d i n a l  da t a  scor ed f o r  subst age  seem to  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  where t h e r e  i s change f rom one 
subst age  to a n o t h e r  i t  i s  f rom A to B. However ,  
some s u b j e c t s  a t t a i n i n g  sub st age  B o f t e n  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  subst age  s t a t u s  even when t h e y  advance to t he  
ne x t  s t a g e ,  and some s u b j e c t s  r emai n subst age  A 
t h r o u g h o u t  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  t h r ough  t he
s t a g e s " .  (KOHLBERG, L . , 1984 ,  p. 255)

Th i s  f i n d i n g  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n t he  d e c i s i o n  t o drop  

subst ages  f rom t he  s c o r i n g  method and to score  Moral  Type  

s e p a r a t e l y .  Th i s  i s  done by l o o k i n g  i n any o f  t he  p r o t o c o l  

answers f o r  c r i t e r i a  o f  autonomous t h i n k i n g .  D e r i v e d  f rom 

Kant  and P i a g e t  t he c r i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  ar e  t hose  o f  cho i c e  

( c h o o s i n g  t he  more j u s t  cour se  of  a c t i o n  in t he  d i l e mma ) ,  

h i e r a r c h y  ( t r e a t i n g  per sons as ends ,  not  j u s t  means) ,

i n t r i n s i c a l n e s s  ( r e s p e c t  f o r  p e r s o n s ) ,  p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  (a 

c a t e g o r i c a l  moral  ' o u g h t ' ) ,  u n i v e r s a l i t y  ( a c t i o n s  must  a pp l y  

to any and a l l  human b e i n g s ) ,  f r eedom ( j u dgmen t s  made

w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to e x t e r n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ) ,  mut ual  r e s p e c t  

( o f  a c t o r s  as r a t i o n a l  and autonomous moral  a g e n t s ) ,  

r e v e r s i b i l i t y  ( v i e w i n g  t he pr obl em f rom t he  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of  

a l l  a c t o r s  in a s i t u a t i o n ) ,  and c o n s t r u c t i v i s m  

( u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  a l l  s o c i e t y  i s  d e r i v e d  f rom

communi cat i on  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  bet ween and among p e r s o n s ) .



- 151 -

The pr esence  of  t hese  i n d i c a t o r s  means a s u b j e c t  can be 

scor ed as Type B and t h e i r  absence w i l l  be i n d i c a t o r s  of  

Type A. The f i r s t  s t udy  of  t h i s  s c o r i n g  showed hi gh  

r e l i a b i l i t y  and no sex d i f f e r e n c e s .  Kohl  berg a l s o  c l a i ms  

t h a t  where r e l a t i o n s  ar e  more e q u a l ,  f o r  exampl e in a 

K i b b u t z  or  in a d e m o c r a t i c  s c h o o l ,  peopl e  woul d be more 

aut onomous.  Type B' s woul d a l s o  be more l i k e l y  t o t a k e  moral  

a c t i o n  t han Type A ' s .  E a r l y  s t u d i e s  in a l t e r n a t i v e  hi gh  

school s  have shown a t endency  f o r  p u p i l s  to move f rom Type A 

to Type B because o f  t he d e m o c r a t i c  system and a dev e l o ped  

sense o f  communi t y .  I d e c i d e d ,  however ,  not  to use Moral  

Types as a measure because r e s e a r c h  i s  s t i l l  ongoi ng and t he  

measure has y e t  to be v a l i d a t e d .  The Types ar e  a l s o  des i gned  

as a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  s u b j e c t s  w i t h i n  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

moral  s t ages  and not  as a w h o l l y  s e p a r a t e  measur e .  However ,  

t hey  do seem more p r o mi s i n g  t han A and B subst ages  so f a r .

But  t he  debat e  about  s e p a r a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  f rom c o n t e n t  in 

s c o r i n g ,  somet hi ng Kohl  berg has worked on f o r  many y e a r s ,  

c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  t he  c l a i m  (EVANS,  1986)  t h a t  even in t he  

l a t e s t  manual s t he s t r u c t u r e  o f  answers i s  s t i l l  not  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom c o n t e n t  f o r  s c o r i n g  

pur po s e s .  Al so t he a t t e m p t  i s  made to a s c e r t a i n  u n d e r l y i n g  

c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  f rom v e r b a l i s a t i o n  o n l y  whi ch f a v o u r s  

t h e r e f o r e  t he  more a r t i c u l a t e  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  a w i d e r  

v o c a b u l a r y .  I woul d add t h a t  t he  i n t e r v i e w  i s  a s t r e s s f u l  one 

f o r  s u b j e c t s  who a r e  not  used t o t a l k i n g  about  moral  

di l emmas in p a r t i c u l a r  and ar e  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o make c h o i c e s  

and answer  v e r y  d i r e c t  s t r u c t u r e d  q u e s t i o n s .
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Kohl  b e r g 's l a t e s t  manua l .  The Measur ement  o f  Moral  Judgement  

( 1 9 8 4 )  c o n t a i n s  a c h a p t e r  d e s c r i b i n g  t he  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  

S t a n d a r d  I s s ue  MJI  and S c o r i n g  System.  I t  i s a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

t he  i n s t r u m e n t  i s " h i g h l y  r e l i a b l e "  in s e v e r a l  ways.  I

summar i se t he  dat a  as f o l l o w s .  F i r s t l y ,  t e s t - r e t e s t  

r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  shown t o be in t he h i gh n i n e t i e s  c o r r e l a t i o n  

on t e s t s  t aken  a month a p a r t  us i ng Form A and Form B. A l l  

s u b j e c t s  r e c e i v e  scor es  w i t h i n  o n e - t h i r d  s t age  o f  each o t h e r .  

Then t he  same i n t e r v i e w s  were used t o assess i n t e r r a t e r  

r e l i a b i l i t y .  P e r c e n t  agr eement  on Form A r anged f rom 88% to  

100% f o r  agr eement  w i t h i n  a t h i r d  of  a s t a g e .  Ra t e r s  who

scor ed t he  i n t e r v i e w s  v a r i e d  in degr ee  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  in

usi ng t he  manual .  T h i r d l y ,  a l t e r n a t e  form r e l i a b i l i t y  was 

assessed and p e r c e n t  agr eement  bet ween Forms A and B was 

compar ab l e  t o t e s t - r e t e s t  and i n t e r r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y .  A 

Cronbach a l pha  t e s t  was a l s o  made f o r  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  

and t he  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t he  measure meets t he

p s y c h o me t r i c  c r i t e r i o n  of  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  a t e s t ,  

t h a t  i s ,  t he y  p r o v i d e d  s t r o n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t he  MJI  i s  

measur i ng  a s i n g l e  c o n s t r u c t .

As f a r  as v a l i d i t y  i s  concer ned  Kohl  berg has ar gued t h a t  

c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  i s  t he  a p p r o p r i a t e  v a l i d i t y  con cept  f o r  a 

d e v e l o p me n t a l  measur e ,  not  p r e d i c t i o n  to an e x t e r n a l  

c r i t e r i o n ,  and her e  c r i t e r i a  o f  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  

c o r r e s pond  to t he  two most  c e n t r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  of  s t age  

t h e o r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n v a r i a n c e  of  s t age  sequence and s t r u c t u r a l  

" wh o l e n e s s " .  As f a r  as a r esponse  to h y p o t h e t i c a l  di l emmas i s
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a b l e  to p r e d i c t  scor ed r esponse  in r e a l - l i f e  di l emmas

Kohl  berg b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  does.  The c o r r e l a t i o n  in G i l l i g a n

and B e l e n k y ' s  ( 1 9 8 0 )  s t udy  on t he  r e l a t i o n  between scor es  on

t he  a b o r t i o n  di l emma s u b j e c t s  were a c t u a l l y  f a c i n g  and on t he

s t a n d a r d  di l emmas a t  t i me  1 and t i me  2 were . 83  and . 92

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Taken t o g e t h e r ,  t h i s  da t a  i s  b e l i e v e d  by

Kohl  berg to addr ess  t he  c e n t r a l  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  concer ns

r a i s e d  by such c r i t i c s  as K u r t i n e s  and G r e i f  ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  but  he

a l s o  says t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on

d i s c r i m i n a n t  and c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  Rest  i s  i mpr essed  w i t h

t hese  r e s u l t s ,

" I f  one i s  not  f a v o u r a b l y  i mpr essed w i t h  t h e s e  
f i n d i n g s  i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o know what  woul d be 
i m p r e s s i v e  in a l l  o f  s o c i a l  deve l opment  
l i t e r a t u r e . "  ( 1 9 8 6 ,  p.  466 )

The a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  paper  by K u r t i n e s  and G r e i f  c r i t i c i s e d  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  measure on s e v e r a l  t e c h n i c a l  p o i n t s .  The a u t h o r s  

c l a i me d  t h e r e  was no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  each s t age  by i t s e l f  had 

d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was some d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

in ge n e r a l  between u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d

r e a s o n i n g  and t he y  c onc l uded  t h a t  t he  e m p i r i c a l  v a l i d i t y  of  

the  model  had y e t  to be d e m o n s t r a t e d .  However ,  Br ought on

( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  in a r e p l y  to K u r t i n e s  and G r e i f  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e i r

c r i t e r i a  and t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s ,  bot h on t he  s t a g e - l i k e

c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  moral  r e a s o n i n g  and on t he  

s e q u e n t i a l  o r d e r i n g  of  t he  s t a g e s ,  as w e l l  as s a y i ng  t h a t  

d e s p i t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in measurement  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  cou l d  

s t i l l  be c o r r e c t .  In a more r e c e n t  c r i t i q u e ,  C o r t e s e  ( 1 9 8 4 )  

p o i n t s  to t he f a c t  t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s c o r i n g  system has been
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s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e f o r m u l a t e d  s i nce  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s t udy  in 1958  

and con c l u de s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  ar e  s t i l l  some probl ems  

t he  c u r r e n t  s c o r i n g  p r oc e dur e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  meet  t he  ma j or  

pr obl ems o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  as i n t r o d u c e d  by K u r t i n e s  and G r e i f .  

But  t h e r e  does not  seem to be s t r o n g  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t he

d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  or  t he  p r e d i c t i v e  v a l i d i t y  o f  s t a n d a r d  

i s s ue  s c o r i n g .  F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may p r o v i d e  t he  da t a

whi ch w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  l e a d  to f u r t h e r  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e o r y  and 

method and a b e t t e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  moral  dev e l o pme n t .

I t  seems a t  p r e s e n t  t hen t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  measure s t i l l  has 

some v a l i d i t y  pr obl ems but  i t  r emai ns  t he  most  e f f e c t i v e  

measure a v a i l a b l e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  however  t h a t  in c l a i m i n g  

t h a t  s t a n d a r d  i ssue  s c o r i n g  i s  both s c i e n t i f i c  and

i n t e r p r e t i v e .  Kohl  berg w i l l  a t t r a c t  more c r i t i c i s m .

The a c t u a l  s c o r i n g  o f  p r o t o c o l s  a l s o  s t i l l  has pr obl ems and 

Kohl  b e r g ' s  team are aware o f  many o f  them.  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

un l e s s  t he  s c o r i n g  method i s  v a l i d ,  t he  v a l i d i t y  o f  a l l

s t u d i e s  based on i t  w i l l  r emai n q u e s t i o n a b l e .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

' b o o t s t r a p p i n g '  met hod,  d e f i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  has l e d  t o many

a l t e r a t i o n s  in t he  manual s but  a l s o  l e f t  him open to

c r i t i c i s m  of  t r y i n g  t o f i t  h i s  e m p i r i c a l  work i n t o  h i s  s t age  

t h e o r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  to g e n e r a t e  scor es  t h a t  show s t a g e - l i k e  

upward movement  and mi n i mal  r e g r e s s i o n  as w e l l  as i n t e r n a l  

c o n s i s t e n c y  and hi gh r e l i a b i l i t y .  The t h e o r y  i t s e l f  i s

d e v e l o p i n g  over  t i m e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as r e s u l t s  f rom t he

l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t udy  become a v a i l a b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  in v i ew of
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Kohl  b e r g 's r e c e n t  d e a t h ,  i t  may be t h a t  h i s  work w i l l  now 

have t o be deemed compl e t e  and i t s  f u t u r e  pr omi se  not  be 

f u l f i l l e d .

One o f  t he  main d i f f i c u l t i e s  in s c o r i n g  has been i d e n t i f i e d  

by C o r t e s e  ( 1 9 8 4 )  who c l a i ms  t h a t  t he  s c o r i n g  i s  not  r e a l l y  

s t a n d a r d  because t h e r e  ar e  no mat ch i ng  C r i t e r i o n  Judgements  

i n t he  s c o r i n g  manual  f o r  a l l  t he  p o s s i b l e  c o mb i n a t i o n s  of  9 

di l emmas x 18 i ssues  x 9 norms x 17 e l e me nt s  a s u b j e c t  mi ght  

e x p r e s s  in h i s  or  her  I n t e r v i e w  Judgment .  Thus o r i g i n a l  or  

i d i o s y n c r a t i c  r esponses  f rom a s u b j e c t  e i t h e r  cannot  be 

scor ed a t  a l l  or  must  be scor ed as a guess by t he  r a t e r .  Th i s  

d i f f i c u l t y  can be e x a c e r b a t e d  i f  t he  di l emmas have been 

t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a n o t h e r  l anguage  w i t h  i t s  own nuances and 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  C e r t a i n l y  both t hese  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were  

a p p a r e n t  in my e x p e r i e n c e  of  s c o r i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  t he  l anguage  

change was me r e l y  f rom Amer i can to E n g l i s h .

An ot h e r  pr obl em i s t he  s t a t u s  of  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t a g e s .  In t he  

P i a g e t i a n  model  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a g e s ,  where s t ages  r e p r e s e n t  

a) s t r u c t u r e d  whol es t h a t  b) dev e l o p  in an i n v a r i a n t  

sequence and c)  form h i e r a r c h i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  cannot  

be ' t r a n s i t i o n a l '  s t a g e s ,  o n l y  ' w h o l e '  s t a g e s .  However  t he  

s c o r i n g  manual  appear s  to t r e a t  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t ages  in  

e x a c t l y  t he  same way as whol e  s t ages  by g i v i n g  them c r i t i c a l  

i n d i c a t o r s  and c r i t e r i o n  j u d g me n t s .  Kohl  berg m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  

hi s  s t ages  ar e  ' h a r d '  s t r u c t u r a l  s t ages  w i t h  d i s c r e t e  

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  but  has not  y e t  s o l v e d  t he
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d i f f i c u l t y  i n v o l v e d  in t he  s t a t u s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t a g e s .  53 

of  t he  90 t e a c h e r s  I scor ed  were in t he  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t age  

3 / 4 ,  a n o t h e r  2 in 2 / 3  and 8 in 4 / 5 .  Th i s  l e f t  t he  m i n o r i t y  

of  t e a c h e r s  i n whol e  s t a g e s ,  i . e .  8 in s t age  3 and 19 in  

s t age  4.  ( see T a b l e  5 ( 1 )  in Chapt e r  5)

Very  l i t t l e  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  i s  a c t u a l l y  needed t o ass i gn  a 

s t age  s c o r e .  The t h r e e  di l emmas of  Form A each c o n t a i n  two 

i ssues  so t he  s t age  scor e  cou l d  q u i t e  r e a o n a b l y  be assessed  

on o n l y  s i x  sen t ences  spoken by a s u b j e c t  d u r i n g  t he  cour se  

of  an i n t e r v i e w  l a s t i n g  a t  l e a s t  an hour .  The minimum needed  

i s  two i ssue  scor es  so a s u b j e c t ' s  bes t  r e a s o n i n g  may in 

f a c t  be based on on l y  two s e n t e n c e s .  Much more m a t e r i a l  i s  

t h e r e b y  o m i t t e d  t han i s  i n c l u d e d  f o r  s c o r i n g  pur po ses .  

M o r e o v e r ,  f o u r  o f  t he  s i x  i s s u e s .  Law,  M o r a l i t y  and 

Co n s c i e n c e ,  Puni shment  and A u t h o r i t y ,  appear  to me t o be 

v e r y  c l o s e l y  connect ed  in hav i ng  s i m i l a r  i f  not  i d e n t i c a l  

C r i t e r i o n  Judgments and t hus t he  i n t e r v i e w  i s  o v e r l o a d e d  

w i t h  l e g a l  m a t t e r s .  An o t h e r  p o i n t  i s t he r i g i d i t y  o f  t he  

c h o i c e  between 2 i s s u e s .  For  exa mpl e ,  t hose  who choose not  

to s t e a l  t he  drug i n t he  f i r s t  di l emma are scored as 

choos i ng  t he  Law i ssue  wher eas in f a c t  t h e y  may have dec i ded  

not  to s t e a l  f o r  o t h e r  r easons  such as p e r s o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  

and be a g a i n s t  obey i ng  t he  l aw.  Such a r esponse i s  

u n s c o r a b l e  because a l l  t he  Law i s s ue  C r i t e r i o n  Judgements  

assume Law as more i m p o r t a n t  t han L i f e .  I obser ved  in f a c t  

t h a t  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  some e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c o u n s e l l i n g  or  t h e r a p y  

were l i k e l y  to be scor ed a t  St age 2 because t h e y  ex p r e s s e d
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t h e ms e l v e s  in i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  t erms o f  ' p e r s o n a l  space '  and 

' p r i v a c y  r i g h t s '  r a t h e r  t han in the more g e n e r a l  t erms of  

' r e s p e c t  f o r  p e r s o n s '  and ' e q u a l  r i g h t s '  whi ch woul d have 

mat ched t he  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l anguage  o f  St age 5 c r i t e r i o n  

j u d g m e n t s .

One o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  assumpt i ons  i s  of

p r e s c r i p t i V i s m .  The s c o r i n g  i s  s a i d  to measure a s u b j e c t ' s

e x p l i c i t  or  i m p l i c i t  moral  p r e s c r i p t i o n .

"An i n t e r v i e w  j udgme nt ,  to be used f o r  match
s c o r i n g  must  i n v o l v e  some e l e me n t  of  " sh ou l d "  or  
" o u g h t " ,  t h a t  i s ,  i t  must  be p r e s c r i p t i v e " .
(COLBY,  A. and KOHLBERG, L . , 1981 ,  p . 28)

Ther e  appear s  to be a l o t  of  room f o r  p o s s i b l e  e r r o r s  h e r e .

I t  i s  somet i mes v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to j udge  wh e t h e r  t he  m a t e r i a l

i s i m p l i c i t l y  i f  not  e x p l i c i t l y  p r e s c r i p t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as

t he " s hou l d"  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s n o r m a l l y  in t he  q u e s t i o n  asked by

t he i n t e r v i e w e r  r a t h e r  t han in t he  answer  g i ven  by t he

s u b j e c t .  The manual  suggest s  c a u t i o n  when a p p l y i n g  t he

c r i t e r i o n  o f  p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  to St age 1 and St age 2 p r o t o c o l s

because i n d i v i d u a l s  r e a s o n i n g  a t  t he s e  s t ages  do not

d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y  bet ween " sh ou l d "  and " wou l d " .  I n my

e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  in a l l  s t a g e s .  I t  i s

a l s o  t he  case t h a t  some s u b j e c t s  do not  c o n s i d e r  " s h o u l d "  or

" ought "  t o be p r e s c r i p t i v e  or  moral  words a t  a l l ,  and t h e i r

p a r t i c u l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t  i s not  n e c e s s a r i l y

communi cat ed t o t he  i n t e r v i e w e r .

Some s u b j e c t s  a l s o  r e s e n t  t he  i dea  t h a t  t h e y  shoul d  t e l l  

He i nz  what  to do.  I t  i s  up t o him t o make h i s  own moral
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d e c i s i o n s .  Those who a t t e m p t  to put  t he ms e l v e s  in H e i n z ' s  

shoes in an empat h i e  manner  are h i n d e r e d  by t he  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e y  have to guess a t  H e i n z ' s  f e e l i n g s  and in any case he i s  

a h y p o t h e t i c a l  pe r son .  The r esponse  " I f  I were i n H e i n z ' s  

shoes,  I shoul d  . . .  e t c . "  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  but  " I f  I were in 

H e i n z ' s  shoes I woul d . . .  e t c . "  i s  a more n a t u r a l  way of  

spe a k i ng  but  may not  in t h a t  case be p r e s c r i p t i v e .  Even w i t h  

an i n t e r v i e w  t r a n s c r i b e d  f rom a t a p e ,  t h i s  i s s u e  of  

p r e s c r i p t i v i t y  i s  a p r ob l em.

Hav i ng r e v i e w e d  a l l  t hese  p r o b l e ms ,  i n c l u d i n g  many t h a t  ar ose  

in t he  pr ocess o f  my own s c o r i n g ,  i t  needs to be s t r e s s e d  

t h a t  I f o l l o w e d  Kohl  b e r g ' s  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and my own 

t r a i n i n g  a t  Ha r v a r d  as c l o s e l y  as p o s s i b l e .

4 . 5 E t h i  cal  q u e s t i o n s

S t u d i e s  have f ound t h a t  meas ur i ng  t he s t r u c t u r e  or  c o n t e n t  or  

both of  p e o p l e ' s  e t h i c a l  or  m e t a e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  i s  f r a u g h t  

w i t h  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Kohl  berg h i m s e l f  has ammassed 20 y e a r s  of  

answers t o t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  in h i s  i n t e r v i e w  but  as f a r

as I know t hese  s t i l l  a w a i t  a n a l y s i s ,  a l t h o u g h  in f a c t  t hey

form t he  ma j or  p a r t  o f  t he  MJ I .  I used t hese  q u e s t i o n s  of  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  and added some of  my own in an a t t e m p t  to d i s c o v e r  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  e t h i c a l  t h i n k i n g  i n t o  whi ch t e a c h e r s  cou l d  be

p l a c e d .  I c o n s i d e r e d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to use s u p p l e me n t a r y

q u e s t i o n s  s i nc e  Kohl  b e r g ' s  q u e s t i o n s  d i d  not  t ap  some of  t he
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ma j or  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i me n s i o n s .  For  exampl e he does not  

i n c l u d e  q u e s t i o n s  on r e l i g i o n  and m o r a l i t y ,  on whe t h e r  

m o r a l i t y  i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s o c i a l  or  u n i v e r s a l ,  on means ver sus  

ends and on s u b j e c t s '  own a t t a c h m e n t  t o p a r t i c u l a r  v a l u e s .  

F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  my a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be found in  

Appendi x  B.

Boyce and Jensen ( 1 9 7 8 )  say t h a t  once a p e r s o n ' s  u n d e r l y i n g  

moral  base o f  n o r ma t i v e  e t h i c s  i s u n d e r s t o o d ,  most  o f  h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  j udgment s  can t h e o r e t i c a l l y  be p r e d i c t e d .  For

t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  s t udy  of  t he t e l e o l o g i c a l - d e o n t o l o g i c a l  

d i mens i on  o f  moral  t h i n k i n g  t hey  des i gn ed  a t e s t  o f  moral  

c o n t e n t  and scored t he  v a r i o u s  answers t o  di l emmas t h a t  

d i f f e r e n t  k i nds  o f  t e l e o l o g i c a l  and d e o n t o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n e r s  

woul d use.  However ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to t e l l  wh e t h e r  t h e i r  

s u b j e c t s '  r e a s o n i n g  f e l l  i n t o  one "moral  b a s e " ,  i . e .  e i t h e r  

t e l e o l o g i c a l  or  d e o n t o l o g i c a l ,  because t he  answers are ranked  

in i mp o r t a n c e  and t hus a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  r e c e i v e  p o i n t s .  A 

g l o b a l  p i c t u r e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o b t a i n e d  by whi ch a p e r s o n ' s

r e a s o n i n g  i s ,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  more d e o n t o l o g i c a l  t han

t e l e o l o g i c a l . I t  seems t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  u n d e r l y i n g  

moral  base can c o n t a i n  s e v e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  whi ch p h i l o s o p h e r s  

would deem i n c o m p a t i b l e .  P h i l o s o p h e r s  t h e ms e l v e s  appear  t o  

put  t h e i r  own t h i n k i n g  i n t o  e x c l u s i v e  c a t e g o r i e s .

The a b s o l u t i s t i c - r e l a t i v i s t i c  d i mens i on  was s t u d i e d  in U. S.  

C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  by P e r r y .  A f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  U. S .  c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  f rom a de v e l o p me n t a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew he con c l u ded  t h a t
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f rom a d o l e s c e n c e  to a d u l t h o o d  t h e r e  ar e  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l  s t eps  

i n a p e r s o n ' s  m a t u r a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  a person m o d i f i e s  an 

a b s o l u t i s t i c  r i g h t - w r o n g  o u t l o o k  " t o make room,  in some 

mi n i mal  way,  f o r  t h a t  s i mp l e  p l u r a l i s m  we have c a l l e d  

M u l t i p l i c i t y " .  I n t he  second s t ep  "a person accor ds t he  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  human o u t l o o k  i t s  f u l l  p r o b l e m a t i c  s t a t u r e  and 

t r a n s mu t e s  t he  s i mp l e  p l u r a l i s m  of  M u l t i p l i c i t y  i n t o  

c o n t e x t u a l  R e l a t i v i s m  and t hen comes to f o r e s e e  t he n e c e s s i t y  

of  pe r so na l  Commi tment  in a r e l a t i v i s t i c  w o r l d " .  ( 1 9 7 4 ,  p.  

42)  The t h i r d  s t ep  t r a c e s  t he  dev e l o pment  o f  Commi tments in 

t he p e r s o n ' s  a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  Each of  t he s e  t h r e e  s t eps  i s  

s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s ,  g i v i n g  n i ne  in a l l .  Al most  

as in a game,  d e f l e c t i o n s  f rom t he main l i n e  o f  deve l opment  

can occur  whi ch P e r r y  c a l l s  t e m p o r i z i n g ,  whi ch i s  d e l a y i n g  

in a p o s i t i o n ,  esc ape ,  whi ch i s a k i nd  o f  de t achment  or  

a l i e n a t i o n ,  and r e t r e a t ,  when e n t r e n c h me n t  i n e a r l y  

p o s i t i o n s  of  d u a l i s t i c  a b s o l u t i s t  s t r u c t u r e s  has t aken  

p l a c e .

The d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  scheme,  however  appear  e x t r e m e l y  

c o m p l i c a t e d ,  and t he  f i r s t  and l a s t  p o s i t i o n s  were  

e x t r a p o l a t e d  r a t h e r  t han p r e s e n t  in t he d a t a .  T h i s  s t udy  

however ,  w i t h  i t s  i de a  o f  d e f l e c t i o n s  f rom t he  main l i n e  o f  

d e v e l o p me n t ,  does t hr ow i n t e r e s t i n g  new l i g h t  on t he  

phenomenon of  a p p a r e n t  " r e g r e s s i o n "  to r e l a t i v i s m  among 

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  whi ch has pr oved a pr obl em f o r  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

model  .
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T r a i n e r ' s  A u s t r a l i a n  s t udy  ( 1 9 8 2 )  i s  more s u b s t a n t i a l .  He 

e x p r e s s e s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  c o ncept s  whi ch are c u r r e n t l y  

empl oyed f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t he  n a t u r e  and 

v a r i e t y  o f  moral  t h o u g h t  and seeks t o o f f e r  c l e a r  u s e f u l

d e s c r i p t i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  of  t he  main f a c t o r s .  He s i n g l e s  out  

Kohl  berg and Wi l son as t h w a r t i n g  p r ogr e s s  by c o n f u s i n g

e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  t h e i r  own p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i d e a l s  and

a s s u mp t i o n s ,  and by empha s i s i ng  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t he  expense of  

c o n t e n t .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  s t u d i e s  whi ch  

ar e  f r e e  r a n g i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  v a r i e d  i n s t a n c e s  o f  moral  

t h i n k i n g ,  whi ch l ook out  f o r  many d i f f e r e n t  concept s  and

c a t e g o r i e s  in o r d e r  to d e t e r m i n e  whi ch ones seem most

v a l u a b l e  f o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  what  goes on when peopl e  t h i n k  

about  m o r a l i t y  and f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  t he d i f f e r e n c e s  between  

p e o p l e .  These s t u d i e s  shoul d  be f r e e  f rom p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  

about  t he  most  u s e f u l  v a r i a b l e s .

The ma j o r  d i mens i ons  were e x t r a c t e d  by what  T r a i n e r  c a l l s  

"open- mi nded and e x p l o r a t o r y  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g " .  U n i v e r s i t y  

s t u d e n t s  were used as s u b j e c t s  and l a t e r  he used a d u l t s  and 

c h i l d r e n  as w e l l .  Open- mi nded i s  o b v i o u s l y  not  t he  same as 

o b j e c t i v e ,  f o r  he w r i t e s  t h a t  any o b s e r v e r ' s  c o g n i t i v e  

a p p a r a t u s  i s  i n e s c a p a b l y  s u b j e c t i v e ,  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  h i s  

c oncept s  cannot  be pr oved t r u e  any more t han Kohl  b e r g ' s .  

C e r t a i n l y  much c r i t i c i s m  has been d i r e c t e d  a t  Kohl  berg  

because of  h i s  c l a i ms  t h a t  h i s  model  has been shown 

e m p i r i c a l l y  to be v a l i d .  The two mai n f a c t o r s  whi ch T r a i n e r  

c o n s i d e r s  t o be of  pr i me i mp o r t a n c e  ar e  t hose he c a l l s
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i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n  and t he  o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  cont i nuum.

I n t e r n a l i s a t i o n s  are t he i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e s  he l d  when t he  cha i n  

of  a s k i ng  'Why?'  q u e s t i o n s  comes t o an end in t he  answer  ' I t  

j u s t  i s ' .  These i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e s  ar e  more f e l t  t han known 

and make up t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n s c i e n c e .  Ther e  i s  o n l y  one

t ype o f  c o n s c i e n c e  but  i t s  s t r e n g t h  v a r i e s  in d i f f e r e n t

i n d i v i d u a l  s.

The o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  d i mens i on  i s  con nect ed  to c o n s c i e nc e  

in t h a t  t he  more o b j e c t i v e  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  t he  s t r o n g e r  h i s

or  her  i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n s  ar e  l i k e l y  t o be.  T h i s  does appear

to be somewhat  o f  a pa r ad ox .  T r a i n e r  a l s o  c l a i ms  t h a t  t he  

more o b j e c t i v e  s u b j e c t s  were a l s o  more a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  l e s s  

s e l f - a c t u a l i s i n g ,  more l i k e l y  to u n i v e r s a l i z e  moral  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  t he  l aw and God and l e s s  l i k e l y  t o c o n s i d e r  

human r i g h t s  and h a p p i n e s s .

Hi s o t h e r  d i mens i ons  ar e  t he  s t r u c t u r e  of  moral  r e a s o n i n g  

whi ch he c l a i ms  i s more t o do w i t h  f e e l i n g  t han r a t i o n a l i t y ,  

moral  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  moral  knowl edge and i d e a s .  He suggest s

t h a t  a t endency  t o t a k e  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  i s  

in ge n e r a l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i mmat ur e ,  r i g i d ,  p r i m i t i v e  and 

q u e s t i o n a b l e  moral  i d e a s .  One c ou l d  sus pec t  her e  t h a t  

T r a i n e r ' s  own p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  ar e  c r e e p i n g  i n .  Hi s  s t udy  i s

n e v e r t h e l e s s  v e r y  w i d e - r a n g i n g  and t h o r o u g h .

The work o f  F i s h k i n  ( 1 9 8 4 )  i s  mo s t l y  w i t h i n  t he  

o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  c on t i nuum.  He d i s t i n g u i s h e s  seven
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t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  r a n g i n g  f rom A b s o l u t i s m a t  one 

ex t r e me  to Amor a l i sm a t  t he  o t h e r  and ends up s u p p o r t i n g  a 

p o s i t i o n  c a l l e d  Mi n i ma l  O b j e c t i v i s m  whi ch pe r f o r ms  a k i n d  o f  

b a l a n c i n g  a c t  bet ween t he  e x t r e m e s .  Locke ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  in a r e v i e w  

of  F i s h k i n ' s  book,  r e l a t e s  t h i s  a ga i n  to Kohl  b e r g ' s  

' r e g r e s s i o n '  pr obl em and says t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  whi ch  

mi ght  as w e l l  be c a l l e d  Mi n i ma l  S u b j e c t i v i s m ,  i s  bot h more 

c o n s i s t e n t  and more d e f e n s i b l e  t han Kohl  berg a l l o w s .  I t  i s  a 

compromi se bet ween " t h e  o b j e c t i v i s t  c l a i ms  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

m o r a l i t y  and t he  s u b j e c t i v i s t  t enden cy  o f  c on t e mp o r a r y  moral  

s c e p t i c i s m " .  F i s h k i n  does make a u s e f u l  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  in my 

o p i n i o n ,  bet ween v a r i o u s  p o s s i b l e  degr ees  of  h o l d i n g  

o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  b e l i e f s  a t  t he  same t i m e .  But  h i s  

work a l s o  de mo n s t r a t e s  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in s t o r e  f o r  t he  

r e s e a r c h e r  who a t t e mp t s  any s i m i l a r  t a s k .

Brown ( 1 9 8 4 )  made a s t udy  o f  F i s h k i n ' s  me t hodol ogy  in t he  

form of  a Q s o r t .  The i t ems used were t he  r esponses  made by 

F i s h k i n ' s  s u b j e c t s .  The subsequent  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  pr oduced  

4 f a c t o r s  whi ch Brown says ar e  n e i t h e r  as unambiguous nor  as 

numerous as F i s h k i n ' s  c a t e g o r i e s ,  and t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he  t w e l v e  per sons exami ned do not  embody a l l  

of  t he m e t a - e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  in e x i s t e n c e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  F i s h k i n ' s  seven c a t e g o r i e s  owe t h e i r  c l a r i t y  

and s t a t u s  more t o h i s  l o g i c  t han to a n y t h i n g  i n h e r e n t  in 

t he way peopl e  a c t u a l l y  t h i n k  when engaged in moral  

d i s c o u r s e .  He t h e r e f o r e  recommends to F i s h k i n  t h a t  he shoul d  

s u b s t a n t i a t e  t he  o p e r a t i o n a l  f o u n d a t i o n  on whi ch he seeks to
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e r e c t  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Unl ess  some check i s  

a v a i l a b l e  on t he  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  t he  c l a s s i f i e r ,  s c e p t i c s  w i l l  

c h a l l e n g e  t he  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d .

In v i ew o f  t he s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i t  was w i t h  some t r e p i d a t i o n  

t h a t  I appr oached t he  a n a l y s i s  o f  answers to t he e t h i c a l  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  my own i n t e r v i e w .  I had o r i g i n a l l y  hoped t h a t  

t e a c h e r s  woul d d i s t r i b u t e  n e a t l y  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  whi ch I 

cou l d  l a b e l  by t he main p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  such as 

o b j e c t i v e ,  s u b j e c t i v e ,  emot i v e  or  i n t u i t i v e  b e l i e f s .  

P r e l i m i n a r y  work on t he  da t a  proved what  r e a d i n g  such s t u d i e s  

as t hose  d e s c r i b e d  above had a l r e a d y  s ug ge s t e d ,  t h a t  in t h i s  

a r ea  peopl e  do not  f i t  e a s i l y  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s .  D e s p i t e  t he  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  a b s t r a c t i o n s  and b e l i e f s  t h a t  peopl e  ar e  

r a t i o n a l  and c o n s i s t e n t  and t h a t  such c a t e g o r i e s  e x i s t  and 

peop l e  do f i t  i n t o  them,  i n p r a c t i c e  t h i s  pr oves t o be a 

l ong way f rom r e a l i t y .  I t h e r e f o r e  d ec i d e d  to pr oceed t he  

o t h e r  way round as recommended by T r a i n e r  and see i f  any  

d i s t i n c t  c a t e g o r i e s  woul d t hen emer ge,  b e a r i n g  i n mind f rom 

Br own' s  s t udy  t h a t  my a n a l y s i s  shoul d  be as l o g i c a l  as 

p o s s i b l e  in o r d e r  to r e p r e s e n t  t e a c h e r s '  account s  as 

a c c u r a t e l y  as p o s s i b l e .

I t  must  be p o i n t e d  o u t ,  however ,  t h a t  any a n a l y s i s  of  c o n t e n t  

has to be r e l a t i v e  to t he  r e s e a r c h e r .  Do u b t l e s s  o t h e r  

r e s e a r c h e r s  woul d have a n a l y s e d  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  For  

p r a c t i c a l  r easons i t  was q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o f i n d  o t h e r s  t o  

j udge  t he  da t a  and to seek f o r  i n t e r - j u d g e  r e l i a b i l i t y  in
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any s y s t e m a t i c  way.  However ,  t h e r e  was a good deal  o f  

i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  d u r i n g  t he  cour se  of  t he  

ana l ys i s .

Most  w r i t e r s  now agr ee  t h a t  t o t a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  in s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  us i ng p a r t i c i p a n t s '  account s  i s  not

p o s s i b l e .  I n v e r b a l  communi cat i on  t h e r e  ar e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  peopl e  t end t o assume in a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  shared meani ngs a t t a c h e d  to t he  

words used and t h i s  i s not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t he  case .  Each person  

un d e r s t a n d s  a q u e s t i o n  in her  own p a r t i c u l a r  way,  so t h a t  t he  

same q u e s t i o n  w i l l  not  have p r e c i s e l y  t he  same meani ng f o r  

a l l  s u b j e c t s .  Most  o f  t he  q u e s t i o n s  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  were  

c o m p l i c a t e d .  Th i s  was hard to a vo i d  in v i ew of  t he  t o p i c  

under  r e s e a r c h .  But  d i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t he  

q u e s t i o n s  and d i f f e r e n t  wor d i ng  of  t he  answers made t he  

sear ch  f o r  common themes acr oss  s u b j e c t s  a d i f f i c u l t  one.  In  

t r y i n g  to ge t  a t  what  peopl e  mean,  t he  i n t e r v i e w e r  has to be 

aware a l s o  t h a t  t one o f  v o i c e ,  g e s t u r e s  and s t r e s s  on 

c e r t a i n  words ar e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t .  Somet imes peopl e  mean more 

t han t he y  say and somet i mes l e s s .  And t h e r e  i s  a l ways t he  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of  what  f u r t h e r  t h i n g s  t he y  mi g ht  say i f  

q u e s t i o n e d  more,  or  what  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t he y  mi g h t  say i f  

q u e s t i o n e d  on a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n .

The p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  can a l s o  make a d i f f e r e n c e  to how 

t h e y  approach t he i n t e r v i e w  s i t u a t i o n  and what  t hey  say in  

i t .  As Smai l  w r i t e s .
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" Ther e  i s  ( o n l y )  an e x t r e m e l y  smal l  m i n o r i t y  of  
peopl e  who manage to conduct  t he ms e l v e s  s e n s i t i v e l y  
and s p o n t a n e o u s l y  in t he  wo r l d  w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  to  
f a k e  o b j e c t i f i e d  s e l v e s . . . w h o  are  a b l e  t o r e l a t e  
war ml y and ope n l y  to o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  
t h r e a t e n e d . . . ( b y ) . . . t h e  O t h e r ' s  o b j e c t i f y i n g  g a z e " .  
( 1 9 8 4 ,  p.  50)

The q u e s t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  one not  y e t  

addr e ssed  by p h i l o s o p h e r s .  The r esponses  t hus had to be r ead  

and r e r e a d  many t i mes  b e f o r e  t he c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  cou l d  

b e g i n ,  and any u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  whi ch has been 

a s c e r t a i n e d  must  r emai n t e n t a t i v e .  Ther e  has,  however ,  been a 

s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t h r o u g h o u t  to do j u s t i c e  to t he  t e a c h e r s  who 

p r o v i d e d  so much r i c h  and t h o u g h t f u l  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  g r e a t  

good humour,  and to t he c o m p l e x i t y  as we l l  as t he  coh er ence  

of  t h e i r  i d e a s .

I t  i s  wor t h  n o t i n g  here t h a t  I had a p a r t i c u l a r  reason f o r

i n c l u d i n g  one of  my a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  whi ch r e l a t e s  to

Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  on a d u l t  deve l opment

now p o s i t s  ' s o f t '  s t ages  whi ch ar e  l e v e l s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  or

r e f l e c t i v e  awar enes s ,  above t he  ' h a r d '  s t r u c t u r a l  s t ages  1

to 5.  As t he y  have not  appear ed  in t he  e m p i r i c a l  da t a  t h e y

are a l s o  now c o n s i d e r e d  h y p o t h e t i c a l .  St age 7 in f a c t  has

a l ways been h y p o t h e t i c a l  - Kohl  b e r g ' s  dream,  per haps -  but

St age 6 was p a r t  o f  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s t age  scheme,  a l t h o u g h  i t

i s now amal gamat ed w i t h  s t a ge  5.  Kohl  berg s t a t e s ,

"To answer  t he  q u e s t i o n s  'Why be m o r a l ? '  and 'Why 
be j u s t  in a u n i v e r s e  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n j u s t i c e ,  
s u f f e r i n g  and d e a t h ? '  r e q u i r e s  one to move beyond  
t he  domain o f  j u s t i c e  and d e r i v e  r e p l i e s  f rom t he  
meani ng found in m e t a e t h i c a l ,  me t a p h y s i c a l  and 
r e l i g i o u s  e p i s t e m o l o g i es" (KOHLBERG, LEVINE and 
HEWER, 1983 , p . 41)
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These q u e s t i o n s ,  however ,  are  not  asked in Kohl  b e r g ' s

i n t e r v i e w .  I used t he  f i r s t  o f  them as one of  my a d d i t i o n a l

q u e s t i o n s  and found my s u b j e c t s  a b l e  to answer  i t  a t  s t age  2

and t h r ough  to s t age  4 / 5 .  I would suggest  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  i t  

can be r e a s o n a b l y  answered a t  any s t age  and not  o n l y  by

t hose  w i t h  p r i n c i p l e d  cosmi c p e r s p e c t i v e s .

I t  c ou l d  be t h a t  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g  does not  end a t  s t age  5 

but  can be c o n t i n u e d  t o i n c l u d e  a cosmi c p e r s p e c t i v e .  Or 

t h a t  t he s e  answers ar e  not  e x c l u s i v e  t o pos t  s t age  5

r e a s o n i n g  as Kohl  berg s u g g e s t s .  In t he  a n a l y s i s  o f  r e s u l t s  I

w i l l  r e l a t e  s u b j e c t s '  answers t o t he  q u e s t i o n  "Why be

mor a l ?"  t o t h e i r  s t age  s c o r e ,  and d i s c u s s  t he  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  

t h i s .

Al l  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t he  i n t e r v i e w  were a n a l y s e d  by 

a p r e l i m i n a r y  c o n t e n t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and t hen s u b j e c t e d  to a 

comput er  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  as w e l l  as t he usual  

c r o s s - t a b u l a t i o n s  and o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s .

4 . 6  The moral  e d u c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e

The open- ended q u e s t i o n n a i r e  concer ned  t he  moral  dev e l opment  

and moral  e d u c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s  in my s t u d y .  I c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  

t ype  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  to be p r e f e r a b l e  because i t  woul d not  

o f f e r  t e a c h e r s  any s u g g e s t i o n s  about  c h i l d r e n ' s  deve l opment  

and moral  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e r e b y  make i t  more l i k e l y  t h a t
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t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  v i ew woul d be s t a t e d .  In my p i l o t  s t udy  

I used a L i k e r t  t ype  s c a l e  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  about  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  but  I r e j e c t e d  i t  f o r  t he main s t udy as p r o v i n g  t oo  

r e s t r i c t i v e  as w e l l  as o f f e r i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s .  O t h e r  s t u d i e s  

such as t hose  by McPhai l  ( 1 9 7 2 )  and May ( 1 9 7 1 )  used 

s t r u c t u r e d  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  answers to t i c k  or  c r o s s .  Th i s  

t ype  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o f f e r s  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t he  s u b j e c t  

under  s t udy  to p a r t i c i p a n t s  as w e l l  as c o n s t r a i n i n g  t h e i r  

r e p l i e s  w i t h i n  s t r i c t  l i m i t s .

I asked f o u r  q u e s t i o n s  whi ch were s e t  out  on a whol e  page 

each t o encour age  f u l l  answer s .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  was about  

moral  dev e l opment  so t h a t  I cou l d  see wh e t h e r  t e a c h e r s  v i ews  

accor ded  w i t h  t h e o r i e s  o f  moral  dev e l opment  as w e l l  as w i t h  

t h e i r  v i ews of  how moral  dev e l opment  cou l d  be encour aged in 

s c h o o l .  The o t h e r  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s  were about  t he  n a t u r e  and 

pur pose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  and how i t s  pu r po se ,  i f  any,  

co u l d  be a c h i e v e d  in s c h o o l .  F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t hese  q u e s t i o n s  

w i l l  be found in Appendi x  B and an a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  answers  

w i l l  be f ound in Ch a p t e r  7.

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t he s e  q u e s t i o n s  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  were  

not  q u i t e  t he  same as t hose  o f  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a l r e a d y  

d e s c r i b e d .  The r esponses  were w r i t t e n  so t h a t  t h e r e  was no 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o ask s u b j e c t s  to c l a r i f y  t h e i r  meani ngs .  Some 

wr o t e  s h o r t  and s k e t c h y  not es  f o r  answers and o t h e r s  wr o t e  

l ong essays compl e t e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o books.  Some answers  

were v e r y  conf used and some w r i t e r s  had a l mos t  i l l e g i b l e
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h a n d w r i t i n g .  S u b j e c t s  ment i oned  a number o f  t hemes,  o f t e n  in 

t he  same s e n t e n c e ,  whi ch d i d  not  a l ways  seem t o be l o g i c a l l y  

c o h e r e n t .  A theme cou l d  a l s o  be ment i o ned  p o s i t i v e l y  or  

n e g a t i v e l y  or  bo t h .  In f a c t  i t  woul d have been b e t t e r  to  

have worded t he  q u e s t i o n s  in a more s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  way.

However ,  s i n c e  s u b j e c t s  were f r e e  t o w r i t e  what  t h e y  l i k e d ,  

and as much as t hey  l i k e d ,  t h e r e  was much more m a t e r i a l  t han  

woul d have been a v a i l a b l e  f rom a s t r u c t u r e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  In  

r e l a t i o n  t o each q u e s t i o n  I sought  t o c l a r i f y  whe t h e r  a

s u b j e c t  gave e x p r e s s i o n  t o a p a r t i c u l a r  i dea  and wh e t h e r

t h i s  was in a p o s i t i v e  or  n e g a t i v e  way.

A l l  t he  da t a  were a n a l y s e d  us i ng t he  D i g i t a l  Vax Computer

C l u s t e r  SPSS-x s t a t i s t i c a l  package ( 1 9 8 6 )

4 . 7  R e a c t i o n s  to t he  i n t e r v i e w

K u r t i n e s  and G r e i f ( 1 9 7 4 )  s t a t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e o r e t i c a l  systems  

must  u l t i m a t e l y  be e v a l u a t e d  e m p i r i c a l l y  and t h e r e f o r e  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  model  must  be so e v a l u a t e d  " d e s p i t e  i t s  

d e mo n s t r a t e d  h e u r i s t i c  v a l u e " . I  am not  sure  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  in 

f a c t  p o s s i b l e  to e v a l u a t e  e m p i r i c a l l y  a l l  t h e o r e t i c a l  

mode l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t he  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  f i e l d ,  but  I 

c o n s i d e r  f rom my own e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  i n t e r v i e w  has 

a h e u r i s t i c  v a l u e  f o r  s u b j e c t s .  In o r d e r  t o see w h e t h e r  my 

s u b j e c t s  woul d agr ee  I d e c i d e d ,  a t  t he  end o f  t he  dept h  

i n t e r v i e w  to ask t he t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  comments on i t .  Many
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of  my s u b j e c t s  found t he  i n t e r v i e w  s t r e s s f u l  and d i f f i c u l t  

and f r e q u e n t l y  s a i d  so,  but  t he y  a l s o  f ound i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  

and r e w a r d i n g .  Dur i ng  t he  cour se  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  t he  few 

s u b j e c t s  who had been anx i ous  or  h o s t i l e  a t  t he  b e g i n n i n g  

changed t h e i r  minds and began to e n j o y  t he  e x p e r i e n c e .

For  h i s  work in school s  Kohl  berg uses moral  di l emmas as a 

t e a c h i n g  programme.  I t  seems t o me t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t  as

u s e f u l  f o r  t e a c h e r s  as f o r  t h e i r  p u p i l s  in g i v i n g  them t he

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o c l a r i f y  and e x p r e ss  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  

m o r a l i t y  t he y  d i d  not  a l ways know t h e y  had.  I t  seems t hey  

have not  had much o p p o r t u n i t y  t o do t h i s  b e f o r e .  I t  a l s o  

he l ps  them to u n d e r s t a n d  b e t t e r  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e i r  

p u p i l s  have in c l a r i f y i n g  and e x p r e s s i n g  o p i n i o n s  and 

v a l u e s .  As I ment i oned  e a r l i e r  many peopl e  ho l d  i m p l i c i t  

v a l u e s ,  and l i v e  them in t h e i r  l i v e s ,  w i t h o u t  knowi ng what  

t he y  ar e  or  why t he y  ar e  h e l d .  P i a g e t ( 1 9 3 2 )  was c on v i n ced

t h a t  p r a c t i c a l ,  l i v e d  m o r a l i t y  came b e f o r e  t he  t h e o r e t i c a l

r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  i t  i n t he  dev e l opment  o f  c h i l d r e n  and I would  

sugges t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l s o  t he  case f o r  a d u l t s .  Th i s  was 

a c t u a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  by some of  t he t e a c h e r s  I i n t e r v i e w e d  in  

t h e i r  comments,  as in t he f i r s t  o f  t he  exampl es g i v e n  bel ow.  

The exampl es ar e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t he  comments 

t e a c h e r s  made.

"We d o n ' t  r e a l i s e  t h a t  we f a c e  t hese  d e c i s i o n s  
e v e r y  day.  We j u s t  cope w i t h  them"

" I ' v e  found i t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t ' s  t hrown a few 
more c ha nne l s  open.  Whet her  t h e y  s t a y  open l ong  
enough to t h i n k  about  them i s s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t "



- 171 -

" A c t u a l l y  I q u i t e  e n j o y e d  
E x p r e s s i n g  t h i n g s  you don 
become aware o f  t h i n g s  you 
w h i l e "

t h a t ,  t o my s u r p r i s e ,  
t  u s u a l l y  t a l k  about  you 
h a v e n ' t  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a

" I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  to word your  f e e l i n g s  about  i t ,  to 
j u s t i f y  i t "

" I t ' s  been v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  but  o f f  
t he  c u f f  you f e e l  v e r y  ner vous"

" I  f e e l  q u i t e  w e l l  r e s e a r c h e d .  I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  to  
be sea r ched m y s e l f  q u i t e  so much"

" I t  i s  w i t h o u t  doubt  one of  t he  most  d i f f i c u l t
a r eas  to show l o g i c "

" I  f e e l  a b i t  d r a i n e d .  These q u e s t i o n s  ar e  hard to  
c o n s i d e r  and t o a r t i c u l a t e "

"They ar e  awkward pr obl ems t h a t  you woul d not
n o r m a l l y  come acr oss  so we f i n d  out  how we go
about  s o r t i n g  out  our  own r a t i o n a l e "

"You know more about  me now t han anyone e l s e  does"

" I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  e v e r  been f a c e d  w i t h  any moral  
d i 1emmas"

" I ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  in t he s e  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  and I ' v e  
al ways been angr y  t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know where  
t hey  ar e  l e a d i n g  or  you ar e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t he  
q u e s t i o n s  asked or  t he i n f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t he  peo p l e  
a s k i ng  t he q u e s t i o n s .  Tha t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  not  t he  
case w i t h  t h i s " .

" I  t h i n k  t hese  s i t u a t i o n s  ar e  v e r y  good s t a r t e r s  
f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  about  what  you woul d do in t he  same 
s i t u a t i o n  so t h a t  i f  a t i me  comes when you have to  
make a s i m i l a r  d e c i s i o n  you can be a b i t  more 
e n l i g h t e n e d  about  i t " .

" I  was e x p e c t i n g  to be asked ' What  i s r i g h t ? '  and 
' What  i s  wrong?'  Some i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  and 
now I need some t i me  t o t h i n k  about  them and 
per haps I ' l l  come back t o you"

" I  f e e l  awkward us i ng t he  word 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  worked out  
u nd e r s t a n d  by i t "

moral  because I 
e x a c t l y  what  I

"Somet i mes I was q u i t e  i r r i t a t e d  by i t ,  but  t hen i t  
got  i n t e r e s t i n g  t r y i n g  t o work out  what  I was 
f e e l i n g  about  i t .  I t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  not  an easy t h i n g  
t o do.  You keep goi ng round in c i r c l e s "



- 172 -

" Tha t  was v e r y  hard wor k!  I t  r e a l l y  was because I ' m  
so used to doi ng i n s t a n t  r e a c t i o n s  in t e a c h i n g .  So 
hav i ng  to t h i n k  t h i n g s  t h r ou gh  and j u s t i f y  them i s  
r e a l l y  hard work"

" I t ' s  been q u i t e  fun in a p e r v e r t e d  s o r t  o f  way"

" I  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h a t .  Can I come back nex t  week?"

These comments l e f t  me w i t h  a number o f  s t r o n g  i m p r e s s i o n s .  

The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  d i d  seem to be a s i g n i f i c a n t  

one f o r  most  o f  t he  t e a c h e r s .  Ther e  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t hey  

were c o n s c i o u s l y  r e a l i s i n g  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s ,  to some 

e x t e n t  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e .  I t  was c l e a r l y  not  a p u r e l y  

" i n t e l l e c t u a l "  e x p e r i e n c e  s i n c e  i t  drew on p o we r f u l  f e e l i n g s .  

The i n t e r v i e w  i t s e l f  was t hus a m o r a l l y  e d u c a t i v e  e v e n t  f o r  

them.  I t  appear ed to have s t a r t e d  a pr ocess  whi ch c ou l d  go 

on much f u r t h e r .  I n f a c t ,  some s u b j e c t s  r e t u r n e d  f o r  

subsequent  e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t he  i s s u e s .  Th i s  seemed t o me to  

c o n f i r m  my b e l i e f  in t he  v a l u e  o f  c o u n s e l l i n g  s k i l l s  in t he  

i n t e r v i e w  pr ocess  and in moral  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  seemed to  

sugges t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  need t o pur sue t h i s  pr ocess  much 

f u r t h e r  b e f o r e  t he y  can e f f e c t i v e l y  cope w i t h  an e x p e r i e n t i a l  

approach to moral  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  These  

p o i n t s  w i l l  be t aken  up aga i n  in t he  f i n a l  c h a p t e r .
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CHAPTER FI VE : RESULTS AND DISCUSSION I - KOHLBERG'S STAGES IN 

RELATION TO OTHER VARI ABLES.

5 . 1  St age s c o r e s :  GSS and WAS

A l l  s u b j e c t s  were g i v e n  t he  f u l l  Kohl  berg Moral  Judgment  

I n t e r v i e w .  As a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  in Ch a p t e r  4,  two scor es  can 

be d e r i v e d  f rom t he  i n t e r v i e w .  Gl oba l  St age Score (GSS) and 

Wei ght ed  Aver age Score (WAS) .  The f o r me r  a l l o w s  a 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t s  i n t o  9 g r o up i n gs  f rom St age 1 to  

St age 5,  i . e .  St ages 1,  1 / 2 ,  2,  2 / 3 ,  3,  3 / 4 ,  4,  4 / 5 ,  and 5.

The l a t t e r  a l l o w s  a scor e  f rom 100 to 500.

T a b l e  5 ( 1 )

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Gl oba l  St age  Scores

STAGE FREQ. %

2 / 3  2 2

3 8 9

3 / 4  53 59

4 19 21

4 / 5  8 9

T o t a l  90 100

The s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  t a b l e  i s t h a t  a l t h o u g h  s u b j e c t s  

r ange f rom St age 2 / 3  to St age  4 / 5 ,  80% o f  them f a l l  i n t o  

St ages  3 / 4  and 4 and none f a l l  c l e a r l y  i n t o  St age 5.
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Th i s  r e s u l t  i s  not  s u r p r i s i n g  in one sense s i n c e  i t  has been 

r e p e a t e d l y  f ound t h a t  few peop l e  in West er n s o c i e t i e s  ar e  

unambi guous l y  a t  St age 5 in t h e i r  moral  r e a s o n i n g .  However ,  

in a r e c e n t  s t udy  movement  to St ages  4 and 5 a f t e r  hi gh  

school  was f ound t o be s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  and t o j ob  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

(Kohl  b e r g ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  So one mi ght  wonder  who does a c h i e v e  

h i g h e r  s t ages  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  in our  s o c i e t y  i f  not  a 

r e s p o n s i b l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  body o f  g r a d u a t e  t e a c h e r s .

In t he  U . S . A . ,  s t u d i e s  have been made o f  t he  s t age  r e a s o n i n g  

of  t e a c h e r s .  Those s t u d i e s  r e p o r t e d  by Leming ( 1 9 8 6 )  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  more t e a c h e r s  use p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g  t han in 

my sampl e .  43% of  a sampl e of  M i c h i g a n  t e a c h e r s  were  

r e a s o n i n g  a t  t he  p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l .  ( G i f f o r e  and L e wi s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

42% of  2 , 5 0 0  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  s t u d i e d  by Rest  ( 1 9 7 6 )  a l s o  

showed p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g .  W i l k i n s  ( 1 9 8 0 )  had s i m i l a r  

r e s u l t s  w i t h  a sample o f  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e - s e r v i c e  s t u d e n t s .  

Bloom ( 1 9 7 6 )  however ,  in a s t udy  o f  p r a c t i s i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  

f ound o n l y  30% of  them r e a s o n i n g  a t  t he  p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see how t he s e  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  

p e r c e n t a g e s ,  so i t  i s  hard t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  in  

r e l a t i o n  t o my own r e s u l t s .  Leming obs er ves  t h a t  t he  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  r eason a t  t he  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  and so 

many may f a l l  bel ow t he  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  h i gh school  s t u d e n t s .  

Onl y 9% o f  my sample showed c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  p r i n c i p l e d
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r e a s o n i n g .  I t  does not  make sense,  on t he f a c e  o f  i t ,  f o r  

t e a c h e r s  i n B r i t a i n  to be so f a r  beh i nd t e a c h e r s  in t he

U . S . A .  in s t age  r e a s o n i n g .  Ther e  may,  however ,  be some 

r easons  f o r  t he  a p p a r e n t  d i f f e r e n c e .

I f  t hese  s t u d i e s  used t he D . I . T .  as a measure r a t h e r  t han t he

M . J . I . ,  whi ch I used,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t he  s t age  scores

woul d be h i g h e r .  C e r t a i n l y  Rest  used t he  D . I . T .  w i t h  h i s  

2 , 5 0 0  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s .  The D . I . T .  i s  a m u l t i p l e  cho i ce  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w i t h  suggest ed  r esponses  f o r  each s t a g e ,  and 

s u b j e c t s  choose f rom t hese  suggest ed  r e s p o n s e s .  I t  i s  e a s i e r  

to choose a St age 5 r esponse  t han to c o n s t r u c t  one,  as i s  

n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  t he  M . J . I .  A l s o ,  by Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y ,  

s u b j e c t s  a c t u a l l y  p r e f e r  a s t age  r esponse  one above t h e i r  own 

when i t  i s  o f f e r e d  t o them.  Th i s  i s  a n o t h e r  r eason why

scor es  on t he  D . I . T .  ar e  h i g h e r  t han on t he  M . J . I .

I t  i s  a l s o  t he  case t h a t  St age 5 r esponses  r e p r e s e n t  t he  

p r i n c i p l e s  embodied in t he  U. S.  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w i t h  whi ch a l l  

Amer i cans become f a m i l i a r  d u r i n g  t h e i r  own e d u c a t i o n .  In 

B r i t a i n  we have no w r i t t e n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  nor  are such 

p r i n c i p l e s  s t r e s s e d  i n s c h o o l s .  For  t he  Amer i cans r e s p o nd i ng  

to t he  D . I . T .  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  mi g h t  be a case o f  r e c o g n i s i n g  

t he  suggest ed  St age 5 r esponse  as t he  p r i n c i p l e s  t o whi ch  

t he y  owe a l l e g i a n c e .  Th i s  p o i n t  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  in  

t he  c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r .
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The bunchi ng of  s u b j e c t s  a p p a r e n t  f rom Ta b l e  5 ( 1 )  means t h a t  

t he  Gl oba l  St age Score i s  not  t he b e s t  measure to use in 

t e s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  i n t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  

I n s t e a d ,  t he  We i ght ed  Aver age Score has been used in a l l  

s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  WAS i s  g i v e n  in T a b l e  

5 ( 2 )  f o l l o w i n g .

T a b l e  5 ( 2 )

D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  Wei ght ed  Aver age Scores

Score
258

Freq
1

%
1

Cum
%
1

Score
346

Freq
1

%
1

Cum
%

32
Score

383
Freq

2
%
2

Cum
%
69

293 1 1 2 347 2 2 34 386 1 1 70

297 1 1 3 348 1 1 36 388 2 2 72

298 1 1 4 350 3 3 39 390 1 1 73

300 1 1 6 353 4 4 43 392 2 2 76

306 1 1 7 354 2 2 46 393 2 2 78

313 1 1 8 357 2 2 48 397 7 8 86

314 10 358 1 1 49 400 3 3 89

315 1 1 11 360 2 2 51 406 1 1 90

317 1 1 12 363 1 1 52 407 1 1 91

320 14 365 2 2 54 410 1 1 92

323 1 1 16 368 1 1 56 413 1 1 93

325 1 1 17 369 1 1 57 420 1 1 94

327 19 372 1 1 58 427 2 97

330 1 1 20 373 4 4 62 437 1 1 98

335 1 1 21 377 1 1 63 461 1 1 99

337 1 1 22 380 1 1 64 470 1 1 100

340 5 6 28 381 1 1 66

343 3 3 31 382 1 1 67

T o t a l  : 90 X = 363. 4111 SD = 3 8 . 2 7 3 7
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5.2 T e s t s  on o r g a n i s m l c  v a r i a b l e s

P r e l i m i n a r y  t e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n a l y s e s  o f  v a r i a n c e  and 

c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  were conduct ed  to see i f  t h e r e  was any 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween WAS and t he  f o l l o w i n g

a) s u b j e c t s  who t ook t he  i n t e r v i e w  f i r s t  and t hose  who

c ompl e t ed  t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f i r s t .

b) s u b j e c t s  who were seconded to L e i c e s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  and 

t hose  who were in s c h o o l .

c)  s u b j e c t s  g i ven  t he  He i nz  di l emma and t hose  g i v e n  t he

Hel en di l emma.

d) age o f  s u b j e c t s .

e)  number of  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  in t e a c h i n g .

f )  t he  t ype  o f  school  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  i n .

In none o f  t he  above t e s t s  d i d  t he  r e s u l t s  appr oach anywhere  

near  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Though t he  r e s u l t s  were not  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

i t  i s  per haps wor t h  r e s p o r t i n g  c e r t a i n  s l i g h t  t r e n d s  f ound in 

t he d a t a .  Thus,  s u b j e c t s  g i v e n  t he  He i nz  di l emma scored on 

a v e r a ge  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  (X = 3 6 7 . 1 3 3 3 )  t han s u b j e c t s  g i ven  

t he  He l en di l emma.  (X = 3 5 9 . 6 8 8 9 )  In p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  i t  has 

been f ound t h a t  t he  gender  of  t he  p r o t a g o n i s t s  does i n f l u e n c e  

t he  measurement  of  moral  r e a s o n i n g  ( e . g .  Bussey and Maughan,  

1 9 8 2 ) .  Th i s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in more d e t a i l  in S e c t i o n  5 . 4  

in t he  r e p o r t  o f  mal e and f e ma l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  on t he  two 

i n t e r v i e w s .  In r e l a t i o n  t o t y pe  o f  school  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  

i n ,  t hose  t e a c h i n g  younger  c h i l d r e n  scor ed on aver age  

s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  (X = 3 8 0 . 5 7 1 4 )  t han t hose  t e a c h i n g  o l d e r
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c h i l d r e n  (X = 3 6 6 . 3 5 7 1 ) ,  and t e a c h e r s  f rom Roman C a t h o l i c

c ompr ehens i ve  school s  had t he  l o we s t  a v e r a g e  scor e  

(X = 3 1 0 . 6 6 6 7 )  .

The f a c t  t h a t  no c o r r e l a t i o n  was f ound bet ween WAS and t he  

ages o f  s u b j e c t s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  c l a i m  made by 

Kohl  berg and Kramer  ( 1969)  t h a t  s t age  p r o g r e s s i o n  t ends to  

sl ow up g r e a t l y  a f t e r  t he  age of  about  25 and s u b j e c t s  t end  

to r emai n in t he s t a ge  t he y  have t hen r e a c h e d .  The 

i m p l i c a t i o n  f rom t h i s  s t udy  i s t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t e a c h i n g  

does not  s t i m u l a t e  f u r t h e r  dev e l opment  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a g e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Kohl  b e r g ' s  c u r r e n t  t h e o r y  p o s i t s  t he  

dev e l opment  of  r e f l e c t i v e  t h i n k i n g  or  " s o f t  s t a g e s "  in  

a d u l t h o o d ,  i f  not  " har d  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a g e s " .  He w r i t e s ,  

. . . " S o f t  s t age  model s p r e s e n t  a new way o f  doi ng r e s e a r c h  in  

t he  s u b j e c t  a r ea  of  a d u l t  de v e l o p me n t ,  a way t h a t  has emerged  

f rom t he  P i a g e t i a n  p a r a d i g m " . .  (KOHLBERG, LEVINE and HEWER,  

1983 ,  p.  41)

5 . 3  C u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  r e l a t e d  to WAS

T e s t s  were conduct ed  to see w h e t h e r  WAS was r e l a t e d  t o  

c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  i n s c h o o l .  T h i s  pr oved d i f f i c u l t  

s i n c e  each t e a c h e r  named up to 6 c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  out  of  

t he 42 d i f f e r e n t  ones named.  Ther e  was t hus c o n s i d e r a b l e  

o v e r l a p  o f  t e a c h e r s  i n t o  more t han one s u b j e c t  c a t e g o r y .  In 

o r d e r  to reduce t h i s  o v e r l a p  t o a minimum,  i t  was d e c i d e d  to
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group t he  c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  i n t o  11 gr oups .  I t  was s t i l l  

t he  case t h a t  a few t e a c h e r s  o v e r l a p p e d .  By o v e r l a p  I mean 

t h a t  t e a c h e r s  p l a c e d  i n one group mi g h t  a l s o  t each  a l i t t l e  

in one of  t he  o t h e r  g r oups .  The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t he 11 

groups was somewhat  a r b i t r a r y ,  but  based upon t he  o b s e r v a t i o n  

t h a t ,  f o r  exa mp l e ,  a t e a c h e r  was more l i k e l y  to t each  French  

and German t han Fr ench and C h e m i s t r y .  The 11 groups were as 

f o l l o w s .

ENGLISH

MATHEMATICS

LANGUAGES

SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY

SOCIAL EDUCATION

DESIGN

HUMANITIES 

( i n c .  P r i ma r y )  

HISTORY

R. E.

GAMES

E n g l i s h ,  Drama,  Communi ca t i on ,  

E n g l i s h  as a Second Language.  

M a t h e m a t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c s ,  Comput i ng.  

S p a n i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  German.

P h y s i c s ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  B i o l o g y ,

Gener a l  S c i e n c e .

Geogr aphy ,  Geo l ogy ,  En v i r o n me n t a l  

S t u d i e s .

S o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  C a r e e r s ,  Per sona l  

and S o c i a l ,  H e a l t h ,  L i f e  ski  11s,  

Communi ty Car e .

De s i g n ,  A r t  and C r a f t ,  T e c h n o l o g y ,  

Rura l  S t u d i e s ,  Home Economi cs.  

H u m a n i t i e s ,  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  Gener a l  

s u b j e c t s .  I n t e g r a t e d  s t u d i e s .  

H i s t o r y ,  P o l i t i c s ,  S o c i o l o g y ,  

Commerce,  P s y c h o l o g y ,  Economi cs,  

Busi ness  S t u d i e s .

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n .

P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  Games.

T o t a l  11 42
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The WAS f o r t e a c h e r s  who t a u g h t  in each gr o up i n g was compared

w i t h  t he  WAS of t hose  who d i d not  t e a c h in t h a t  g r o u p i n g ,  and

t he  r e s u l t s were as f o i l o w s  .

T a b l e  5 ( 3 )

A n a l y s i s  of V a r i a n c e  o f  WAS o f 11 groups

SUBJECT GP. DO TEACH DON •T TEACH SI G.

No X WAS No . X WAS

ENGLISH 18 3 7 4 . 7 2 2 2 72 3 6 0 . 5 8 3 3 2 . 0 1 5 9 . 1592

MATHEMATICS 12 3 4 8 . 3 3 3 3 78 3 6 5 . 7 3 0 8 2 . 2 0 9 1 . 1408

LANGUAGES 8 3 7 3 . 0 0 0 0 82 3 6 2 . 4 7 5 6 . 5562 . 4 5 7 8

SCIENCE 21 3 4 7 . 5 2 3 8 69 3 6 8 . 2 4 6 4 5 . 0 0 2 2 . 0278

GEOGRAPHY 10 3 7 4 . 7 0 0 0 80 3 6 2 . 0 0 0 0 . 9926 . 3218

SOCIAL ED. 19 3 5 9 . 7 8 9 5 71 3 6 4 . 3 8 0 3 . 2168 . 6426

DESIGN 7 3 4 8 . 4 2 8 6 83 3 6 4 . 6 7 4 7 1 . 1 8 2 1 . 2 7 9 9

HUMANITIES 25 3 7 2 . 4 8 0 0 65 3 5 9 . 9 2 3 1 1 . 9 9 3 2 . 1615

HISTORY 15 3 7 9 . 6 0 0 0 75 3 6 0 . 1 7 3 3 3 . 3 5 2 6 . 0705

R. E . 10 3 7 9 . 8 0 0 0 80 3 6 1 . 3 6 2 5 2 . 1 1 8 5 . 1491

GAMES 10 3 5 8 . 5 0 0 0 80 3 6 4 . 0 2 5 0 . 1862 . 6672

TOTAL MEAN

FOR ENTIRE SAMPLE 90 363. 4111

As can be seen f rom t he above t a b l e ,  t he  WAS of t e a c h e r s  who

t a u g h t  h i s t o r y approached s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( . 0 7 0 5 )  in an upward

d i r e c t i o n and t he  WAS of t hose  who t a u g h t s c i e n c e  was

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l owe r  ( . 0 2 7 8 )  t han t hose  who d i d  not

Si nce  t h e r e  was s t i l l  some o v e r l a p  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  t h r e e  l a r g e  

groups were formed out  o f  t he  s m a l l e r  g r o ups ,  w i t h  Games 

o m i t t e d ,  as a l l  Games t e a c h e r s  appear ed  in o t h e r  g r o ups .
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These t h r e e  groups were as f o l l o w s .

SCIENCE M a t h e m a t i c s ,  S c i e n c e ,  De s i g n .

LANGUAGES E n g l i s h ,  Languages.

HUMANITIES Geogr aphy ,  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  H i s t o r y ,  

H u m a n i t i e s ,  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n .

C r o s s - t a b u l a t i o n s  showed t h a t  t h e r e  was s t i l l  some o v e r l a p ,  

e x c e p t  bet ween Sc i ence  and Languages where t h e r e  was none.  

El even  t e a c h e r s  t a u g h t  in bot h Languages and H u ma n i t i e s  and 

t he s e  were m a i n l y  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r s  who a l s o  t a u g h t  a 

h u m a n i t i e s  s u b j e c t .  Twel ve  t e a c h e r s  t a u g h t  in both Sc i ence  

and H u ma n i t i e s  and t hese  were m a i n l y  Sc i ence  t e a c h e r s  who 

a l s o  t a u g h t  Per sona l  and S o c i a l  Ed u c a t i o n  or  C a r e e r s .

An a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  o f  WAS ver sus  t h e s e  t h r e e  l a r g e  

groups was made,  as b e f o r e ,  by d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  bet ween t hose  

who d i d  t each  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  l a r g e  group and t hose  who 

di d n o t .  The r e s u l t s  were as f o l l o w s .  They show t h a t  two of  

the t e s t s  were h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  whereas t he t h i r d  was not  

s i g n i f i c a n t .
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T a b l e  5 (4)
A n a l y s i s  o f  V a r i a n c e  o f  WAS o f  3 groups

SUBJECT GP. DO TEACH

SCIENCE

DON'T TEACH

No. X WAS No. X WAS

34 3 4 8 . 4 4 1 2  56 3 7 2 . 5 0 0 0  9 . 2 6 5 9  . 0031

HUMANITIES 53 3 7 1 . 6 2 2 6  37 3 5 1 . 6 4 8 6  6 . 3 8 2 8  . 0133

LANGUAGES 25 3 7 2 . 8 8 0 0  65 3 5 9 . 7 6 9 2  2 . 1 7 7 3  . 1436

FOR ENTIRE SAMPLE TOTAL 90 X WAS 3 6 3 . 4 1 1 1

These r e s u l t s  showed t h a t  t hose  t e a c h e r s  who t a u g h t  Sc i e n c e  

had an a v e r a ge  WAS scor e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o we r  ( . 0 0 3 1 )  t han  

those who d i d  not  t each  S c i e n c e .  Those t e a c h e r s  who t a u g h t  

Hu ma n i t i e s  scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  ( . 0 1 3 3 )  t han t hose who 

di d not  t e a c h  H u m a n i t i e s .  The n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d  f o r  

t e a c h e r s  of  Languages was f o r  t he  ave r a g e  WAS scor e  of  t hose  

who d i d  t e a c h  in t h a t  group o f  s u b j e c t s  t o be h i g h e r  t han t he  

ave r age  WAS scor e  of  t hose  who d i d  n o t .  A l t h o u g h  t he  

c o n c l u s i o n s  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  t e n t a t i v e ,  t he s e  r e s u l t s  

c l e a r l y  suggest  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t he  Sc i ence  

g r oup i ng  scor e  l owe r  t han a l l  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s .  As t he  r e s u l t s  

r e p o r t e d  in S e c t i o n  5 . 2  show,  none o f  t he  f a c t o r s  l i s t e d  in  

t h a t  s e c t i o n  can acc ount  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  co u l d  be 

the c a s e ,  however ,  t h a t  sex d i f f e r e n c e  among t e a c h e r s  who
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f a l l  i n t o  t h e s e  groups c ou l d  a cc ount  f o r  t he d i f f e r e n c e .  

When t h i s  was t e s t e d ,  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  sex was not  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to s u b j e c t  t a u g h t .  Hence t he  

d i f f e r e n c e  r e p o r t e d  her e  cannot  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o t he  

p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  one or  o t h e r  sex w i t h i n  t he  Sc i en ce  gr oup.  

Ot h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  t h a t  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  p eop l e  who 

choose t o s t udy  S c i e n c e ,  or  t he  e f f e c t  on them o f  s t u d y i n g  

i t ,  may l e a d  t o a way o f  t h i n k i n g  whi ch d i s c o u n t s  moral  

r e a s o n i n g  because i t  i s  " u n s c i e n t i f i c " .  I t  was f e a s i b l e  to  

check t h i s  l a t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  by us i ng  a q u e s t i o n  asked l a t e r  

in t he  i n t e r v i e w ,  and r e l a t i n g  t he  answers to i t  t o t he  3 

l a r g e  s u b j e c t  g r oups .  The q u e s t i o n  (number  15)  was "Most  

peo p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g  in s c i e n c e  can 

l e a d  to a c o r r e c t  answer .  I s  t he  same t h i n g  t r u e  in moral  

d e c i s i o n s  or  are t he y  d i f f e r e n t ? "

None o f  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  pr oved s i g n i f i c a n t .

The c o n c l u s i o n  has t o be made,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t he  l owe r  WAS 

scor es  o f  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s  cannot  as y e t  be e x p l a i n e d .  There  

i s  a l ways t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  some k i nd  o f  b i a s  in t he  

meas ur i ng  i n s t r u m e n t ,  but  to s t udy  t h i s  woul d c a l l  f o r  

a n o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .

5 . 4  Sex d i f f e r e n c e  on WAS

As was e x p l a i n e d  in Ch a p t e r  3 ,  s e c t i o n  3 . 4 ,  a ma j or  f ocus of  

c o n t e n t i o n  over  r e c e n t  y e a r s  has been t he  i ssue  o f  sex
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d i f f e r e n c e  on Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a g e s .  Ev i dence  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  sex 

d i f f e r e n c e  has been f ound in a m i n o r i t y  o f  s t u d i e s  o n l y ,

m o s t l y  as o v e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  f e ma l e s  in St age 3 and

t h e i r  u n d e r -  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in St age  4.  S i nce  t he  p r e s e n t

sampl e o f  s u b j e c t s  f a l l  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  in t he  St age 3 to 4

r a n g e ,  i f  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  t h e y  shoul d show up.

T a b l e  5 ( 5 )

A n a l y s i s  o f  V a r i a n c e  o f  Sex d i f f e r e n c e s  on WAS

Femal e

WAS X S. D.

3 4 6 . 1 7 1 4  3 6 . 2 7 7 1

No. 

35

SIG

Mal e 3 7 4 . 3 8 1 8 3 5 . 1 6 5 0 55

For  e n t i r e  sample 3 6 3 . 4 1 1 1 3 8 . 0 0 3 8 90 . 0004

T h i s  r e s u l t  i s q u i t e  u n e q u i v o c a l .  Mal es in t h i s  sampl e score  

v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t han f e m a l e s .  Mal es  are more 

l i k e l y  to f a l l  i n t o  St age 4 and f e ma l e s  i n t o  St age 3.  A 

s c a t t e r g r a m  of  WAS scor es  o f  mal es and f e ma l e s  a l s o  showed 

t h a t  4 f e ma l e s  and 1 mal e scor ed  300 or  be l ow,  and 11 mal es  

and 3 f e ma l e s  scor ed 397 or  above ,  t h a t  i s ,  more f e ma l e s  t han  

mal es scor ed l owe r  t han St age 3 and more mal es t han f e ma l e s  

scor ed  h i g h e r  t han St age 4.  I t  has somet i mes been t h o u g h t  

t h a t  t h i s  sex d i f f e r e n c e  mi g h t  be caused by t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  

p r o t a g o n i s t s  in t he  di l emmas a r e  a l l  ma l e .  In t h i s  s t u d y ,  I 

changed t he  sex o f  t he p r o t a g o n i s t s  on each a l t e r n a t e
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i n t e r v i e w ,  so t h a t  45 t e a c h e r s  were asked about  He i nz  and 45 

were asked about  H e l e n .  A 3- way a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  was 

made t o compare sex o f  s u b j e c t  w i t h  t he  sex o f  t he  i n t e r v i e w  

and WAS and t he  r e s u l t s  were as f o l l o w s .

T a b l e  5 ( 6 )

A n a l y s i s  of  V a r i a n c e :  Sex o f  s u b j e c t  x WAS x sex o f  i n t e r v i e w

S u b j e c t s

Sex of  i n t e r v i e w

Mai e

Femal e

Femal e  

3 4 8 . 6 9  

( 1 6 )  

3 4 4 . 0 5  

( 1 9 )  

35

Mal e

3 7 7 . 3 1

( 2 9 )

3 7 1 . 1 2

( 2 6 )

55

No

45

45

90

For  e n t i r e  sample X WAS = 3 6 3 . 4 1 1 1

These r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t

i n t e r a c t i o n  between sex o f  s u b j e c t s  and sex o f  p r o t a g o n i s t s  

in t he  di l emma and t h e y  appear ed  m e r e l y  t o r e f l e c t  t he  h i g h e r  

g e n e r a l  ave r age  o f  ma l es .  However ,  t h e r e  was a t r e n d  f o r  

bot h sexes to scor e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  on t he  He i nz  i n t e r v i e w .  

Thus,  in t he  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  t he  sex d i f f e r e n c e  cannot  be

a cc ount ed  f o r  by t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  c h i e f  p r o t a g o n i s t s  in

Kohl  b e r g ' s  di l emmas ar e  a l l  ma l e .  F u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  on sex

d i f f e r e n c e  in t h i n k i n g  about  m o r a l i t y  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  in  

t he  ne x t  c h a p t e r .
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I t  i s  a l s o  wor t h  r e f e r r i n g  a ga i n  to Kohl  b e r g ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  i f

sampl es f o r  s t u d i e s  are c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and

o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  no mean d i f f e r e n c e s  in j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g

s t age  shoul d  be f ound .  ( 1 9 8 4 )  He quot es  s t u d i e s  by Col by and

Kohl  berg ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  Snar ey  ( 1 9 8 2 )  and We i s b r o t h  ( 1 9 7 0 )  in whi ch

sex d i f f e r e n c e s  were f ound .  He c o n c l u d e s ,

" S t u d i e s  compar i ng t he  sexes in j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g  
s t age  e i t h e r  r e p o r t  no sex d i f f e r e n c e s  or  r e p o r t  
sex d i f f e r e n c e s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
and r o l e - t a k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e l a t e d  to  
w o r k " . . .  (KOHLBERG, 1984 ,  p. 3 4 8 ) .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d  how r o l e - t a k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

c o u l d  be i ndexed in r e l a t i o n  t o wor k .

Th i s  s t udy  i s  s i g n i f c a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n r e p o r t i n g  a sex 

d i f f e r e n c e  among a sample o f  t e a c h e r s ,  a l l  t he  p r o d u c t  o f

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  and a l l  i n t he  same p r o f e s s i o n .

5 . 5  WAS r e l a t e d  to e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s

In a d d i t i o n  to t he Kohl  berg s t age  s c o r i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  a 

number o f  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  were asked in t he  i n t e r v i e w ,  

q u e s t i o n s  whi ch f o r  c on v e n i e n c e  I have l a b e l l e d  e t h i c a l .  

Responses to t hese  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be d e a l t  w i t h  in d e t a i l  i n  

t he  ne x t  c h a p t e r .  What  i s  r e l e v a n t  her e  i s  t h a t  t he  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between WAS and r esponses  t o t hese  q u e s t i o n s  was 

t e s t e d .
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I t  was de c i d e d  t o r e l a t e  WAS t o t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  because ,  by 

Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y ,  some r e l a t i o n s h i p  was to be e x p e c t e d .  

Al t hough  h i s  s t ages  ar e  d e r i v e d  f rom t he  de f e nc e s  or  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  s u b j e c t s  g i v e  a f t e r  t he y  have made a moral  

j udgment  in a h y p o t h e t i c a l  d i l emma.  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  c l a i ms  

t h a t  what  i s  be i ng measured i s  u n d e r l y i n g  c o g n i t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e .  Th i s  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s a i d  to u n d e r l i e  a l l  

r e a l  l i f e  moral  j udgment s  and a c t i o n s  and hence r e p r e s e n t s  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e  on moral  i s s u e s .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  

i s  t o be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  w i l l  show i t s e l f  in 

r esponse  to o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  to m o r a l i t y  as we l l  as 

to t hose  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  in s t age  s c o r i n g .

In Appendi x  B t he whol e i n t e r v i e w  i s g i v e n .  Those q u e s t i o n s  

used f o r  s c o r i n g  pur poses ar e  not  numbered.  The e t h i c a l

q u e s t i o n s  ar e  numbered f rom 1 t o 15 w i t h  my q u e s t i o n s

a d d i t i o n a l  t o Kohl  b e r g ' s  i d e n t i f i e d  by c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .

In most  cases t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t hese  q u e s t i o n s  and

WAS was f a r  f rom s i g n i f i c a n t  and o n l y  t he  few s i g n i f i c a n t

r e s u l t s  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  h e r e .

a)  Q u e s t i o n  12:  How do you know when y o u ' v e  come up w i t h  a

good moral  d e c i s i o n ?  I s  t h e r e  a method of

r e a c h i n g  one?

Those s u b j e c t s  whose r esponses  s t r e s s e d  goi ng by t h e i r  own

e x p e r i e n c e ,  or  r e l y i n g  on t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  or  own v a l u e s .
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scor ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l owe r  than t he  r e s t .  (X = 3 3 6 . 8 5 7 1 ,  

No. = 7,  vs .  X = 3 6 5 . 6 5 0 6 ,  No.  = 83 ,  S i g .  < . 0 5 ) .  On t he

o t h e r  hand,  t hose  s u b j e c t s  whose r esponses  s t r e s s e d  compar i ng  

t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  w i t h  some e x t e r n a l  moral  a u t h o r i t y  l i k e  

s o c i e t y  or  t he  B i b l e  scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t han t he  

r e s t .  (X = 3 9 5 . 7 5 0 0 ,  No.  = 8,  vs .  X = 3 6 0 . 2 5 6 1 ,  No.  = 82 ,

Sig.  < . 0 1 ) .

Though t he  numbers who d i f f e r  f rom t he  m a j o r i t y  in t hese  

compar i sons  are s m a l l ,  t he y  may be c l a i me d  to be c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t age  t h e o r y ,  s i n c e  we mi g h t  t e n t a t i v e l y  

e x p e c t  St age 4 s u b j e c t s  to s t r e s s  e x t e r n a l ,  s o c i a l  a u t h o r i t y  

and St age  3 s u b j e c t s  to s t r e s s  p e r so na l  and s o c i a l i s a t i o n  

e x p e r i e n c e .  Though i t  i s  o f  cour se  goi ng w e l l  beyond t he  

e v i d e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  per haps a h i n t  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  in t he  

f o r me r  v i e w ,  and a h i n t  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  in t he  l a t t e r .

b) Q u e s t i o n  13:  WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR MAIN CODE OF

VALUES OR PRINCIPLES?

S u b j e c t s  who in t h e i r  r esponses  t o t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s t r e s s e d  

m a i n l y  t he  f a m i l y ,  and t he  need f o r  f a i r n e s s ,  t r u t h f u l n e s s  

and f i d e l i t y  w i t h i n  t he  f a m i l y  scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ower  

t han t he  r e s t .  (X = 3 4 1 . 0 5 2 6 ,  No. = 19,  vs.  X = 3 6 9 . 3 9 4 4 ,  

No. = 71 ,  S i g .  < . 0 0 3 ) .  A g a i n ,  t hough t he  m i n o r i t y  i s  s m a l l ,  

t h i s  emphasi s upon t he  ma i n t e n a n c e  o f  f a m i l y  s t a b i l i t y  i s  

e n t i r e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Kohl  b e r g ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  St age  3.
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c) Q u e s t i o n  5: WHY SHOULD ONE BE MORAL, ANYHOW?

As was p o i n t e d  out  i n Ch a p t e r s  3 and 4 t h i s  b a s i c  q u e s t i o n ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o Kohl  b e r g ,  i s  t he  e x i s t e n t i a l  pr obl em whi ch l eads  

s u b j e c t s  t o St age 7.  I t  was ar gued e a r l i e r  t h a t  i t  i s  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  a q u e s t i o n  s u b j e c t s  can r e a s o n a b l y  be asked a t  

any s t a g e .

A l t h o u g h  Kohl  berg has not  w r i t t e n  a l o t  on h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f

St age  7,  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on i t  appear s  to be as f o l l o w s .  For

s u b j e c t s  t h i n k i n g  in St ages  1 to 4 ,  t he  answer  t o t he  

q u e s t i o n  "Why be mor a l ?"  i s  a l r e a d y  i m p l i c i t  in t he  s t age  

s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  i . e .  "Why i s  i t  r i g h t  to do t h i s ? "  i s  

answered a t  St age 1,  "Because i f  not  you w i l l  be p u n i s h e d " ,  

or  a t  St age  4 ,  "Because s o c i e t y  woul d br eak  down",  and t hese  

answers a l r e a d y  i n c l u d e  a r eason to be mo r a l .  However ,  a t  

t he p r i n c i p l e d  St age 5 / 6 ,  where t he  answer  i s  in t erms of  a 

moral  p r i n c i p l e ,  not  a f a c t ,  so t h a t  s u b j e c t s  have now 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f a c t  and v a l u e ,  and v a l u e  i s g e n e r a l i s e d  i n t o  

a u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  t he  q u e s t i o n  "Why be mor a l ?"  has a new 

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  becomes "Why commi t  y o u r s e l f  to a u n i v e r s a l  

moral  p r i n c i p l e ? " ,  and hence t he  answer  must  be in t er ms of  a

cosmi c p e r s p e c t i v e  on t he  n a t u r e  o f  t he  w o r l d ,  t h a t  i s ,  some

k i nd  o f  u n i v e r s a l  " r e l i g i o u s "  p h i l o s o p h y .

The r e s u l t  o f  r e l a t i n g  WAS to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  summar i sed in  

t he  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e .
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T a b l e  5 (7)
A n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  o f  WAS vs, . Qu e s t i o n 5

WAS X S. D. No . SIG

To l i v e  w i t h  y o u r s e l f 3 5 1 . 7 7 7 8 3 6 . 2 6 1 4 18

To l i v e  w i t h  s e l f  and o t h e r s 3 5 5 . 4 2 1 1 3 9 . 4 5 3 7 19

R e l i g i o u s  r easons 3 6 4 . 0 0 0 0 3 8 . 7 0 4 0 4

To l i v e  w i t h  o t h e r s 3 6 5 . 1 7 9 5 3 2 . 0 2 9 5 39

Humans ar e  i n n a t e l y  moral 3 9 9 . 3 3 3 3 4 7 . 6 8 3 9 9

For  e n t i r e  sample 3 6 3 . 7 8 6 5 3 8 . 0 5 0 9 89 . 0274

Responses to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  be d e a l t  w i t h  more f u l l y  in

t he  ne x t  c h a p t e r .  For  t he  moment our  concer n  i s  t he

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o s t age  s c o r e .  On t he  f a c e  o f  i t  t he

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  p e r p l e x i n g .  I t  cannot  be e x p l a i n e d  by sex

d i f f e r e n c e  because t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  sex d i f f e r e n c e  on 

any o f  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

sex d i f f e r e n c e  on WAS.

Responses s t r e s s i n g  pe r s o na l  happ i ness  in t he  f i r s t  c a t e g o r y  

mi g ht  be seen as e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  St age 3 t h i n k i n g ,  but  i f  we 

u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  in t er ms o f  pe r so na l  i n t e g r i t y  t hen in 

Kohl  b e r g ' s  t erms we mi g h t  e x p e c t  i t  to be e x p r e s s i v e  o f  St age  

5 or  6 r e a s o n i n g .  S t r e s s i n g  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  smooth 

c o - e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r s  mi g h t  seem a t y p i c a l  St age 3 

r e s p o n s e ,  though t he  s u b j e c t s  e n d o r s i n g  i t  here ar e  c l o s e r  to
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St age 4 t han St age 3.  R e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  because t h e y  draw 

upon t he  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God' s l aw,  seem c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  St age  

4.  The 9 r esponses  whi ch s t r e s s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  human be i ngs  

j u s t  a r e  moral  be i ngs  do not  seem o b v i o u s l y  r e l a t e d  t o any of  

the  s t a g e s ,  t hough i f  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a f f i r m i n g  t he  u n i v e r s a l  

and equal  moral  agency o f  a l l  human b e i n g s ,  t hen t he y  would  

seem c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s i v e  o f  St age 5 / 6 .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  t he s e  s u b j e c t s  were aware t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s

i l l o g i c a l  bel ow a t  l e a s t  p r i n c i p l e d  t h i n k i n g ,  i f  not  St age 7 

as Kohl  berg b e l i e v e s .  A l l  o f  them e x c e p t  1 had scor ed some 

St age 5 i n t h e i r  assessment .

These comments ar e  n e c e s s a r i l y  h i g h l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  and

u n c e r t a i n .  Perhaps t he  o n l y  f i r m  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  t he  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t udy  suggest  t h a t  Kohl  b e r g ' s  account  of  t he  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r esponses  t o t he q u e s t i o n  "Why be

mor a l ?"  and h i s  s t age  dev e l opment  i s  more c o m p l i c a t e d  t han he

t h o u g h t .  The r e s u l t s  a l s o  suggest  t h a t  f u r t h e r  and more 

d e t a i l e d  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  mi g ht  pr ove v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  and l e a d  t o a somewhat  r e v i s e d  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t he  

s t a g e s .

5 . 6  WAS r e l a t e d  t o t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e

In a d d i t i o n  t o t he  i n t e r v i e w ,  s u b j e c t s  a l s o  compl e t ed  a 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  in whi ch t h e y  gave t h e i r  v i ews on moral  

deve l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Responses to t he  f o u r
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q u e s t i o n s  whi ch are g i ven  i n Appendi x  B w i l l  be a n a l y s e d  in  

d e t a i l  in C h a p t e r  7.  For  t he  p r e s e n t  our  concer n i s  t he  

e x t e n t  t o whi ch t he  r esponses  may t hr ow l i g h t  on s t age  

r e a s o n i n g .

a) Q u e s t i o n  1: Could you suggest  r easons  why some c h i l d r e n

become a d u l t s  who t r y  to keep t o c e r t a i n  

moral  s t a n d a r d s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  do not?

Responses t o t h i s  q u e s t i o n  were c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  23 g r oups ,  

on l y  3 o f  whi ch were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o WAS.

( i )  Responses whi ch emphasi sed a f f e c t ,  i n p a r t i c u l a r  

empat hy,  s e n s i t i v i t y  to o t h e r s  and d e s i r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l ,  were  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i g h e r  WAS scor es  t han t hose  whi ch d i d  n o t .  

(X = 3 9 5 . 3 3 3 3 ,  No.  = 6 ,  vs .  X = 3 6 1 . 1 3 1 0 ,  No.  = 84 ,  S i g .  < 

. 0 3 ) .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  of  t he s e  r esponses  w i t h ,  in e f f e c t .  

Stage 4 r e a s o n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t han St age  3 r e a s o n i n g ,  i s hard to  

i n t e r p r e t ,  t hough t he y  mi ght  be he l d  to be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a 

vi ew whi ch s t r e s s e s  t he  i n t r i n s i c  n a t u r e  o f  moral  agency ,  or  

t he r e c i p r o c i t y  and mut ual  r e s p e c t  of  St age 5 / 6 .

( i i )  The r esponses  o f  a few s u b j e c t s  emphasi sed s t r o n g l y  t he  

n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e  on young peo p l e  o f  t he  medi a .  These  

responses  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  low WAS. (X = 

3 1 9 . 8 3 3 3 ,  No. = 6,  vs.  X = 3 6 6 . 5 2 3 8 ,  No. = 84 ,  S i g .  < . 0 0 3 ) .  

The t endency  to a t t a c h  a g r e a t  deal  o f  i mp o r t a n c e  to g e n e r a l  

s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e s  i n moral  dev e l o pment  may be j udged not  

i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a St age  3 p e r s p e c t i v e .
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( i l l )  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t hose  s u b j e c t s  who made a s p e c i a l  p o i n t  

of  s a y i n g  t h a t  schoo l s  have a n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e  on 

p u p i l s  scor ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  on WAS t han  t hose  who d i d  

n o t .  (X = 3 8 1 . 0 7 1 4 ,  No.  = 14,  vs .  X = 3 6 0 . 1 5 7 9 ,  No.  = 76,

S i g .  < . 0 5 ) .  The r e s u l t  i s  on l y  j u s t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and t he  

number o f  s u b j e c t s  s m a l l ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  

t he  St age  4 p e r s p e c t i v e  whi ch i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  

t he  s t a b i l i t y  o f  s o c i e t y ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  shoul d  be c r i t i c a l  

of  t he  moral  i n f l u e n c e  o f  one of  s o c i e t y ' s  ma j or  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  However ,  i t  appear s  to be t he case t h a t  in

some s c h o o l s ,  s u b j e c t s  do not  see what  t hey  b e l i e v e  to be a

good moral  i n f l u e n c e  a c t u a l l y  put  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  e f f e c t i v e l y .

b) Qu e s t i o n  2; P l e a s e  d e s c r i b e ,  as i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  in your

s c h o o l ,  what  c o n t r i b u t e s ,  bot h p o s i t i v e l y

and n e g a t i v e l y  t o t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  of

p u p i 1 s .

Responses to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  were p r e d i c t a b l y  v a r i e d .  Onl y one 

f i n d i n g  out  o f  24 groups i s  wor t h  r e p o r t i n g  as s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

r e l a t e d  t o WAS. Four  s u b j e c t s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e i r  own 

schoo l s  p o s i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  moral  dev e l o pment  in so f a r  as 

t h e y  were c h i l d - c e n t r e d ,  r e s p e c t e d  t he  i ndependence  o f  t he

c h i l d ,  and t he  c h i l d ' s  r i g h t  t o f a i r  t r e a t m e n t .  The WAS o f  

t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t han t he  r e s t .  (X = 

4 0 0 . 5 0 0 0 ,  No. = 4 ,  vs.  X = 3 6 1 . 6 8 6 0 ,  No. = 86 ,  S i g .  < . 0 4 ) .  

I t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  t o o ,  t h a t  one o f  t h e s e  f o u r  s u b j e c t s  was t he  

o n l y  one in t he  sample who a l s o  emphasi sed t he  n e g a t i v e
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e f f e c t  on t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s  when t he  school  was 

not  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to t he  l o c a l  communi t y .

c)  Q u e s t i o n  3: What  do you t h i n k  i s  t he  purpose of  moral

e d u c a t i o n ?

Two of  t he  t e s t s  r e l a t i n g  to r esponses  to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and 

WAS r eached s i g n i f i c a n c e .  N e a r l y  h a l f  t he  s u b j e c t s  ment i o ned  

as an i m p o r t a n t  purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  t he  dev e l opment  o f  

t he p u p i l ' s  r e a s o n i n g ,  a n a l y t i c  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  

a b i l i t i e s ,  and moral  aut onomy.  They were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

h i g h e r  on WAS t han t hose  who d i d  not  ment i on  t h i s  pur po se .  

(X = 3 7 1 . 4 4 1 9 ,  No.  = 43 ,  vs .  X = 3 5 6 . 0 6 3 8 ,  No.  = 47 ,  S i g .  <

. 0 5 ) .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t hose  r e l a t i v e l y  few s u b j e c t s  who 

ment i oned as a ma j o r  pur pose of  moral  e d u c a t i o n  t he d i r e c t  

t e a c h i n g  o f  what  i s  r i g h t  and wrong,  and t r a i n i n g  p u p i l s  to  

r e s i s t  t e m p t a t i o n  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o we r  on WAS t han t hose  

who d i d  not  ment i on  t h i s .  (X = 3 3 8 . 8 8 8 9 ,  No. = 9,  vs .  X =

3 6 6 . 1 3 5 8  , No.  = 81 ,  S i g .  < . 0 4 )  .

I t  mi ght  be t h o u g h t  t h a t  a c o n c e p t i o n  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as 

t he s p e c i f i c  t e a c h i n g  o f  what  i s  r i g h t  and what  i s  wrong by 

peopl e  in a u t h o r i t y  woul d be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a St age ( 1 )  or  

St age 4 p e r s p e c t i v e  t hough a St age  4 p e r s p e c t i v e  here  seems 

more a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t he encour agement  of  moral  autonomy.  

Such an i n f l u e n c e ,  however ,  p r o b a b l y  i n d i c a t e s  o n l y  a 

s u p e r f i c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  St age 4 f o r  t he  St age 4 f ocus  

upon m a i n t a i n i n g  t he  s t a b i l i t y  o f  s o c i e t y ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  so
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t h a t  change i s  b r oug ht  about  by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  met hods ,  when 

t h a t  s o c i e t y  i s  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  democr acy,  woul d seem to  

l e a d  t o a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t he  i mp or t a n c e  of  d e v e l o pe d  moral  

autonomy and s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  among i t s  ( f u t u r e )  c i t i z e n s .  i t  

i s a l s o  wor t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t he  X WAS of  3 7 1 . 4 4 1 9  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h i s  group i n c l u d e d  t e a c h e r s  s c o r i n g  4 / 5  on Kohl  b e r g ' s  

s t a g e s ,  who were t h e r e f o r e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t he  St age  5 

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  and autonomy in 

t h e i r  v i ew o f  t he  purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n .

5 . 7  Summary o f  main f i n d i n g s

The main f i n d i n g s  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  can be summar i sed as

f o l l o w s .

1.  GSS scor es  showed 59% of  t e a c h e r s  in St age 3 / 4 ,  w i t h  21% 

in St age 4,  and 9% in St age  4 / 5  above,  and 9% i n St age 3,  

2% i n St age 2 / 3  bel ow.

2.  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  WAS scor es  was f rom 258 to 4 70 ,  w i t h  

a X o f  3 6 3 . 4 1 1 1 .

3.  Ther e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween WAS and t he

f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s  - i n t e r v i e w  or  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f i r s t ,  

He i nz  or  He l en  d i l emma,  age,  y e a r s  of  t e a c h i n g

e x p e r i e n c e ,  t ype  o f  s c h o o l .

4.  Tea cher s  of  s c i e n c e  s u b j e c t s  had a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ower  

WAS t han o t h e r s  (< . 0 0 3 1 ) .
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5. Ther e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  sex d i f f e r e n c e  on WAS. Mal es  

scor ed  h i g h e r  and f e ma l e s  l o w e r .  (< . 0 0 0 4 ) .

6.  Ther e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  bet ween WAS, sex 

of  s u b j e c t  and t he  He i nz  or  He l en  i n t e r v i e w .

I t  cannot  be s a i d  t h a t  t he  r e l a t i v e l y  few s i g n i f i c a n t

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  found bet ween WAS and t he  e t h i c a l  and moral

e d u c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s  have done much to e n l a r g e  our

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  s t age  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  are

c o n n e c t i o n s  whi ch l a t e r  and more d e t a i l e d  r e s e a r c h  mi ght

f o l l o w  up.  These can be summar i sed as f o l l o w s .

Ther e  was a t ende n c y  f o r  h i g h e r  s c o r e r s  

on WAS to endor se  t he  f o l l o w i n g  v i e ws .

a) A moral  d e c i s i o n  can be r e c o g n i s e d  as good i f  i t  

compares w i t h  some e x t e r n a l  a u t h o r i t y  such as s o c i e t y  or  

God' s l aw.

b) The q u a l i t y  of  l i f e  f o r  e v e r yone  i s  h i g h e r  i f  humans 

show concer n and r e s p e c t  t owar ds  o t h e r s .

c)  I f  you are  a t h i n k i n g  be i ng  a t  a l l  you ar e  a moral  

be i n g .  I t  i s  an i n e v i t a b l e  p a r t  o f  be i ng human.

d) Moral  deve l opment  in c h i l d r e n  i s  encour aged by t h e i r  

empat hy ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  to o t h e r s  and d e s i r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .

e)  School s  whi ch do not  p r a c t i s e  what  t hey  p r e a c h ,  have

doubl e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s t a f f  and p u p i l s ,  and u n f a i r

s t r u c t u r e s ,  have a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral

e d u c a t i o n .
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f )  School s  whi ch ar e  c h i l d - c e n t r e d ,  r e s p e c t  t he c h i l d ' s  

i ndependence  and r i g h t  to f a i r  t r e a t m e n t ,  promot e moral  

e d u c a t i o n .

g) P u p i l s '  moral  dev e l opment  i s  encour aged by a school  

whi ch i s  r e l a t e d  to t he  l o c a l  communi t y .

h) The pur pose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t he  dev e l opment  of  

r e a s o n i n g ,  d e c i s i o n  maki ng and moral  autonomy among 

pupi l s .

Ther e  was a t e nde n c y  f o r  l o we r  s c o r e r s  

on WAS to endor se  t he  f o l l o w i n g  v i e ws .

a) I go by my own e x p e r i e n c e  or  v a l u e s  in d e c i d i n g  wh e t h e r  

I have made a good moral  d e c i s i o n .

b) I t  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  p r i n c i p l e  t o m a i n t a i n  f a i r n e s s ,  

honest y  and f i d e l i t y  in f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

c)  The r eason f o r  be i ng moral  i s  t o l i v e  up to you r  own 

s t a n d a r d s ,  or  be happy w i t h  your  l i f e .

d) I t  i s  in your  own and s o c i e t y ' s  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  you to be 

a moral  pe r son .

e)  The medi a has a n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e  on young 

p e o p l e .

f )  The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  t each  c h i l d r e n  t he  

d i f f e r e n c e  bet ween r i g h t  and wrong.
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CHAPTER SIX : RESULTS AND DISCUSSION I I  - CONCEPTS OF 

MORALITY

6 . 1  Fr equency  a n a l y s i s  o f  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s

In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  and 

d i s c u s s e d  in t he  o r d e r  in whi ch t h e y  were g i ven  in t he  

i n t e r v i e w .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to each o t h e r  

w i l l  be r e p o r t e d .  T h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  such 

as sex ,  age and l e n g t h  of  s u b j e c t s '  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

proved in e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  to be n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t .  However ,  

q u e s t i o n  9 was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to t he  t ype  of  school  

s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  i n ,  and t h i s  w i l l  be ment i o ned  i n t he  c o n t e x t  

of  q u e s t i o n  9.  Al so q u e s t i o n  8 was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  

c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t ,  and t h i s  too w i l l  be ment i oned  in 

c o n t e x t .

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  w i l l  g i v e  t he  f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  answers to the  

f i f t e e n  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  b r i e f  comments on them and exampl es o f  

answers f rom each o f  t he  numbered s u b - g r o u p s .  As a l r e a d y  

not ed in t he  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t he  q u e s t i o n s  ar e  numbered,  

and t he  s u p p l e me n t a r y  ones I added ar e  i d e n t i f i e d  by c a p i t a l  

l e t t e r s .  A d i s c u s s i o n  of  t he  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  concept s  

u n d e r l y i n g  t hese  q u e s t i o n s  i s  t o  be f ound in Ch a p t e r  2.
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a) Qu e s t i o n  1: What  does t he  word consc i ence mean t o you?

T a b l e  6 ( 1 )

I NDI VI DUAL

SOCIAL

BOTH

1. Consc i ence  i s  a pe r sona l  
f e e l i n g

2.  Consc i ence  i s  an i n n e r  
v o i c e  or  i n s t i n c t

3.  Consc i ence  i s  a pe r so na l  
s e t  o f  b e l i e f s

4.  Consc i ence  i s t he s p i r i t  
of  God

5.  Consc i ence  i s  l e a r n e d  f rom 
u p b r i n g i n g / s o c i a l i s a t i o n

6.  Consc i ence  i s  both  
i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l

7.  Consc i ence  i s  not  a 
v i abl e  idea

T o t a l

No

15

27

17

2

14

13

%

17

30

19

2

16

14

2

90 100

The m a j o r i t y  (68%)  o f  s u b j e c t s  u n d e r s t o od  t he c on cept  of  

c o n s c i e nc e  in i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  t e r ms .  However ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  meani ng,  t h e r e  ar e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The f i r s t  

sub- gr oup (17%)  e x p r e s s e s  c o n s c i e n c e  as a n e g a t i v e  f e e l i n g  of  

shame or  g u i l t ,  or  a gut  r e a c t i o n  t owar ds  what  i s  r i g h t .

1.  A gut  r e a c t i o n  o f  knowi ng w h a t ' s  r i g h t  in a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n

A naggi ng f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t  t h a t  one has done 
somet hi ng wrong

Both t hese  exampl es seem to i n d i c a t e  a somewhat  unconsc i ous  

or i r r a t i o n a l  f e e l i n g  as do t he  comments f rom t he  second  

s u b - g r o u p .  Th i s  group sees c o n s c i e n c e  as an i n n e r  v o i c e  or  

i n s t i n c t ,  but  appear s  to i d e n t i f y  t h i s  i n n e r  v o i c e  as a 

t h i n k i n g  one.
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2.  What ever  i t  i s  w i t h i n  me t h a t  makes me t h i n k  
i t ' s  r i g h t  to a c t  in a c e r t a i n  way.  I t ' s  what  
y o u ' v e  worked out  f o r  y o u r s e l f  i s  t he  r i g h t  way 
to a c t  whi ch i s not  n e c e s s a r i l y  what  o t h e r  
peopl e  t e l l  you or  what  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d .

The 2% who c o n s i d e r  c o n s c i e n c e  to be t he  s p i r i t  of  God w i t h i n

them a r e ,  l i k e  t he  o t h e r  two s u b - g r o u p s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  a concept

of  c o n s c i e n c e  whi ch cannot  be c h a l l e n g e d  and perhaps

t h e r e f o r e  t hey  ar e  a v o i d i n g  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r

a c t i o n s .  However ,  t he  f o u r t h  sub- gr oup see c o n s c i e n c e  as a

worked o u t ,  r a t i o n a l  and consc i ous  s e t  of  b e l i e f s  or

i n d i v i d u a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  whi ch can,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be c h a l l e n g e d ,

and f o r  whi ch t he y  ar e  t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

3.  I t ' s  my own per sona l  se t  o f  r u l e s  t h a t  I impose  
on m y s e l f .  I t  means maki ng moral  d e c i s i o n s  
about  i s s ue s  and once t he  moral  d e c i s i o n  has 
been made t h a t  o b l i g a t e s  you to
f o l l o w  t h a t  cour se  of  a c t i o n .

I t  i s n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c l e a r  whe t h e r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

concept  has a r i s e n  f rom w i t h i n  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  or  has been 

i mpr essed upon him or  her  f rom o u t s i d e .  16% of  s u b j e c t s  do 

vi ew c o n s c i e n c e  as imposed f rom o u t s i d e ,  by p a r e n t s  t h r ough  

u p b r i n g i n g ,  or  more g e n e r a l l y  t h r ough  t he  norms and v a l u e s  o f  

s o c i e t y .

4.  I f  you l ook a t  i t  l i k e  a comp u t e r ,  i t ' s  s o c i e t y  
programmi ng us.  I t ' s  our  c o n t r o l .  I t ' s  our  
boundar y .  H e r e d i t a r y ,  or  a t  l e a s t  t o l d  to you 
by your  p a r e n t s  and g r a n d p a r e n t s  as a s e t  o f  
v a l u e s .

Anot her  group (14%)  c l e a r l y  v i ew t he  c on cept  as a c o mb i n a t i o n  

of  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  ways of  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  and 

wr o n g .

5.  Somethi ng t o do w i t h  t he  i n t e r p l a y  bet ween t he  
v a l ue s  and e t h i c s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  has s o c i a l i s e d  
i n t o  you and y our  consc i ous  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  
t h a t .  You end up w i t h  an amalgam of  bo t h .
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T h i s  d i v i s i o n  bet ween an i n d i v i d u a l  and a s o c i a l  c o n s c i e n c e  

t hus has u n d e r l y i n g  i t  d i f f e r e n t  v i ews of  t he  o r i g i n  o f  

c o n s c i e n c e .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o t he  p h i l o s o p h e r s '  

d i s c u s s i o n  on t he  r i g h t s  of  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  a g a i n s t  t he  r i g h t s  

or  good o f  t he  communi ty and t he  sea r ch  f o r  a b a l a n c e  between  

them.  However ,  l i k e  t he  s u b j e c t s  in t he  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  some 

p h i l o s o p h e r s  t end to s up por t  t he  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  v i e w ,  some 

t he  s o c i a l  v i e w ,  and o t h e r s  bot h v i e ws .

U n l i k e  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  t he w r i t e r s  o f  d i c t i o n a r i e s  ar e  f o r c e d

to d e f i n e  s u c c i n c t l y  t he  words in t h e i r  col umns.  The o r i g i n

of  c o n s c i e n c e  i s  not  d e f i n e d ,  but  i t s  n a t u r e  i s ,  and i n most

d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  i t  appear s  t o be d e f i n e d  in i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c

t e r ms .  Consc i ence  i s  d e f i n e d  i n t he  Ox f o r d  E n g l i s h

D i c t i o n a r y  as f o l l o w s : -

" Co nsc i ence :  t he  organ o f  t he  mind r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r
a) i n h i b i t i o n  o f  wrong b e h a v i o u r
b) g u i l t  or  s e l f - b l a m i n g  a f t e r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n
c) i mpul se  to pursue v i r t u e  in an a l t r u i s t i c  way
d) c a p a c i t y  t o d i s c r i m i n a t e  r i g h t  f rom wr o ng . "

The Pengui n E n g l i s h  d i c t i o n a r y  ( 3 r d  ed.  1977)  d e f i n e s  i t  as 

"an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  system of  acc e p t e d  moral  p r i n c i p l e s ;  t he  

s u b j e c t i v e  sense o f  r i g h t  and wrong,  e s p e c i a l l y  as a p p l i e d  to  

a p a r t i c u l a r  a c t . "

Eysenck ( 1 9 6 1 )  d e f i n e s  c o n s c i e n c e  as a c o n d i t i o n e d  av o i d a nc e  

r e a c t i o n  to c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  o f  a c t s  or  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and thus  

c l e a r l y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n h i b i t o r y  or  c o n t r o l l i n g  and a
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consequence o f  t r a i n i n g  by o t h e r s .  Most  s o c i o l o g i s t s  woul d  

p r o b a b l y  agr ee  w i t h  him.

In t he  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Ed u c a t i o n  Pr i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g l y

says t h a t  a r e f e r e n c e  t o an " i n n e r  v o i c e "  i s  " o f  cour se  on l y

a m e t a p h o r " ,  but  does not  say what  i t  i s  a met aphor  o f .  He

a l s o  t a k e s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  v i ew.

" I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a pe r so na l  c o n v i c t i o n ,  where  
r i g h t  and wrong are not  a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c l y  
agr eed knowl edge i n t he  way t h a t  ma t h e ma t i c s  and 
s c i e n c e  a r e . "  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p. 98)

Some woul d ar gue w i t h  t he second h a l f  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  and

say t h a t  r i g h t  and wrong may not  be o v e r t l y  agr eed in p u b l i c ,

but  p r i v a t e l y  and in common e v e r yone  knows what  t hey  a r e .  I

s h a l l  r e t u r n  to t h i s  p o i n t  in t he c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s

s t u d y .

b) Q u e s t i o n  2: Shoul d a moral  d e c i s i o n  be based on o ne ' s

f e e l i n g s  or  on o n e ' s  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g  about  r i g h t  and 

wrong?

T a b l e  6 ( 2 )

No %

1. E n t i r e l y  on t h i n k i n g  7 7

2.  M a i n l y  on t h i n k i n g  19 21

3.  E n t i r e l y  on f e e l i n g  5 6

4.  M a i n l y  on f e e l i n g  7 8

5.  Bot h.  They are t he  same

or  cannot  be s e p a r a t e d .  50 56

6.  D o n ' t  know 2 2

T o t a l  90 100
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To some e x t e n t ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t a k e s  up in more d e t a i l  t he  

d i s t i n c t i o n  between f e e l i n g  and r a t i o n a l  t h i n k i n g  seen in 

sub- gr oups  1 and 2 and sub - gr oup  3 in t he p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .

I t  i s a p p a r e n t  her e  t h a t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  (56%)  who

answered t h a t  a moral  d e c i s i o n  shoul d  be based on both

t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  were not  conf used  by t he  e i t h e r / o r

f o r ma t  o f  t he  q u e s t i o n .  Ther e  was however ,  some c o n f u s i o n

among s u b j e c t s  bet ween " s hou l d"  in t he  q u e s t i o n  and " i s "  so I 

c a t e g o r i s e d  them t o g e t h e r .  Th i s  c o n f u s i o n  was d i s c u s s e d  in  

Chapt er  2 and has per meat ed  t he  whol e  s t u d y .

Exampl es

5.  I t ' s  got  to be a c o m b i n a t i o n .  You must  t emper
one w i t h  t he o t h e r .

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  in t he  end you can s e p a r a t e  them.  
Peopl e  a r e n ' t  c r e a t u r e s  o f  pure reason or  pure  
e mot i on .

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  f e e l i n g s  can be d i v o r c e d  f rom
your  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i de a s  o f  r i g h t  and wrong.
The two ar e  v e r y  i n t r i c a t e l y  t i e d  t o g e t h e r .

28% c o n s i d e r e d  a moral  d e c i s i o n  shoul d  be based e n t i r e l y  or

m a i n l y  on t h i n k i n g .

1. I t  shoul d be based on t h i n k i n g .  I w o u l d n ' t
c o n s i d e r  i t  a moral  d e c i s i o n  i f  i t  was made by
someone on t he  emot i on o f  t he  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

14% c o n s i d e r e d  i t  shoul d  be based e n t i r e l y  or  m a i n l y  on

f e e l i  n g .

3.  F e e l i n g s  ought  to t a k e  sway i f  i t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t
c h o i c e .  Y o u ' r e  a l ong t i me  dead,  a r e n ' t  you?

So t he m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  say t h a t  t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  are

both i n v o l v e d  in a moral  d e c i s i o n .  One cou l d  per haps

t e n t a t i v e l y  s u g g e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t hey  endor se  " o b j e c t i v e

s u b j e c t i v i t y " ,  as one o f  them e x p r e s s e d  i t ,  r a t h e r  t han

o b j e c t i v i t y  on t he  one hand or  s u b j e c t i v i t y  on t he  o t h e r .
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I t  c o u l d  a l s o  be asked w h e t h e r  t he  14% who emphasi sed on l y  or  

m a i n l y  f e e l i n g  are t hus e m o t i v i s t s  in M a c I n t y r e ' s  sense.  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  are not  e m o t i v i s t  in i t s  nar r ow sense of  

g i v i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  t o f e e l i n g s  of  d e s i r e  or  a p p r o v a l ,  f o r  t hey  

ar e  d e s c r i b i n g  a f e e l i n g  o f  some k i nd  of  i n n e r  compu l s i o n .  

M a c I n t y r e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  sees e mo t i v i s m as embodied in our  c u l t u r e  in 

a " v a r i e t y  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g u i s e s " .  I t  encour ages  us to  

t h i n k  o f  o u r s e l v e s  i n i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  moral  t e r ms ,  r a t h e r  

t han as r e l a t e d  t o t he  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Even o b j e c t i v i t y  he 

sees as a d i s g u i s e  f o r  p e r s o na l  p r e f e r e n c e .  " I n  moral  

ar gument  t he  a p p a r e n t  a s s e r t i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  f u n c t i o n s  as a 

mask f o r  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  p e r s o na l  p r e f e r e n c e " .  (MACINTYRE,  

1981 ,  p . 18)  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  however ,  to see t h i s  d i s g u i s e  in 

o p e r a t i o n  in t hese  s u b j e c t s .

He c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h i s  pe r s o na l  p r e f e r e n c e  or  an i n d i v i d u a l 

i s t i c  w i l l  to power s t ands in t he way o f  t he  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 

moral  l i f e  whi ch can on l y  be s u s t a i n e d  by t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

l o c a l  f orms of  communi ty w i t h  a " shar e d  v i s i o n  o f  and 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  goods" .  Thus he s u p por t s  t he  A r i s t o t e l i a n  

t r a d i t i o n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to see why he c o n s i d e r s  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  cannot  be d i r e c t e d  t owar ds  t he  s o c i a l  good,

in t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  do t end t o agr ee  on cor e  moral  i d e a s ,  and

to u n d e r s t a n d  t he t e n s i o n  bet ween i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  

m o r a l i t y .  At  l e a s t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  under  s t udy  here

do,  as can be seen by many o f  t he  answers t o t hese  e t h i c a l

q u e s t i o n s .
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c) Qu e s t i o n  3: In g e n e r a l ,  what  makes somet hi ng a moral

probl em?

T a b l e  6 ( 3 )

No %

1. Per sona l  v a l u e s  c o n f l i c t  45 50

2.  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  or  s o c i a l

pr obl em 42 47

3.  No answer  3 3

T o t a l  90 100

The s u b j e c t s  here  d i v i d e  i n t o  two f a i r l y  equal  g r oup s ,  50% in

the f i r s t  and 47% in t he second.  The f i r s t  group t a k e s  a

more i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  v i e w,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  a moral  pr obl em

i s concer ned w i t h  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own moral  c h o i c e s  or  an

i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  o f  v a l u e s .

1.  Any d e c i s i o n  based on v a l u e s  whi ch somebody has 
to have s o r t e d  out  f o r  t h e ms e l v e s  r a t h e r  t han a 
s t r a i g h t  f a c t u a l  c ho i c e  l i k e  whi ch h o l i d a y  to go 
o n .

Any t i me  a per son has to make a j udgment  about  a
s i t u a t i o n  where t h e r e  ar e  c o n f l i c t s  in your
a t t i t u d e .

Somethi ng t h a t  I f e l t  i n t e r n a l l y  was wrong,  y e t  
f e l t  a g r e a t  d e s i r e  t o do,  l i k e  commi t  a d u l t e r y
w i t h  my ne x t  door  n e i g h b o u r .

I t ' s  a moral  pr obl em i f  t h e r e ' s  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  ar e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ought  or  ought  not  to do.

The second group emphasi ses t h a t  moral  pr obl ems ar e  t hose

which a f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  where a b a l a n c e  of

t he r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s  or  t he  communi ty w i t h  o n e ' s  own r i g h t s

is d i f f i c u l t  to m a i n t a i n .
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2.  A moral  pr obl em i s  t o  do w i t h  our  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  and hones t y  and f a i r n e s s  in t h a t  
and in o u r s e l v e s  as w e l l  .

I t ' s  a c o n f l i c t  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  l aw or  norms,  
where what  you t h i n k  i s  r i g h t  i s  in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
o t h e r  peopl e  or  t he  l aw.

When y o u ' v e  got  to b a l a n c e  out  w h e t h e r  or  not  you r  
a c t i o n s  ar e  goi ng to have an e f f e c t  on anybody e l s e  
b e s i d e s  y o u r s e l f ,  and c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  as 
we l l  as y o u r s .

J u s t  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  or  n o t .

These two groups ar e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e .  

F u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  to each of  them woul d p r o b a b l y  have 

e l i c i t e d  agr ee ment .  However ,  t he  emphasi s o f  each group i s  

d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t .

d) Q u e s t i o n  4:  What  does t he  word m o r a l i  t y  mean to you?

T a b l e  6 ( 4 )

1. An i n d i v i d u a l  code f o r  l i v i n g

2.  Code f o r  a s o c i e t y  or  group

3.  I n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l

4.  No ans wer / no  meani ng

T o t a l

These answers d e mo n s t r a t e  aga i n  one o f  t he  main t e n s i o n s  or  

themes i n t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h a t  bet ween t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  per sona l

v a l u e s  and t he  v a l u e s  o f  t he  group or  s o c i e t y .  As a moral

a g e n t ,  each person o r i g i n a t e s  moral  j u d g me n t s ,  but  so does 

each o t h e r  pe r son .  And peop l e  i n t e r a c t  not  j u s t  in p a i r s ,  

but  in v a r i o u s  groups and in s o c i e t y  as a w h o l e ,  so t h a t

t h e i r  moral  j udgment s  i mpi nge  on or  a r e  about  a l l  t hese

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

No %

37 41

33 37

16 18

4 4

90 100
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The s u b j e c t s  d i v i d e  i n t o  what  can be c a l l e d  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

or  p e r s o na l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew (41%)  and a s o c i o l o g i c a l  or  group  

p o i n t  o f  v i ew ( 3 7 %) ,  w i t h  a s m a l l e r  number e n d o r s i n g  both  

vi ews ( 1 8 %) .  The f i r s t  v i ew emphasi ses t he  c o n t e n t  of  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s c o n s c i e n c e .

1.  I t h i n k  p r o b a b l y  t he  same as c on s c i e n c e  -  your  
own d e c i s i o n s  as t o what  i s r i g h t  and wrong,  you r  
own code.

I t ' s  to do w i t h  t he  way peopl e  a c t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own 
moral  code or  s t a n d a r d s .  I f  you j udge  them you 
shoul d  j udge  them by t h e i r  moral  s t a n d a r d s  and not  
y o u r s .

I suppose t o me,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  i t  means not  s l e e p i n g  
a r o u n d .

The second v i ew emphasi ses  t he  t a u g h t  or  acc e p t e d  ways o f  

b e h a v i o u r  o f  a communi t y .

2.  I t  i s  t he c o l l e c t i v e  m o r a l i t y  of  s o c i e t y .  In a 
l o t  o f  cases I t h i n k  t h e r e  ar e  f a i r l y  a b s o l u t e  
r i g h t s  and wrongs t h a t  most  peop l e  woul d agr ee  on.

A r e c o g n i s e d  or  acc e p t e d  code o f  b e h a v i o u r  whi ch  
w i l l  v a r y  a c c o r d i n g  to t he  s o c i e t y  and t he age 
whi ch you l i v e  i n .

M o r a l i t y  i s  f i t t i n g  i n t o  you r  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  
group and not  doi ng a n y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  in  
t he  eyes of  your  peer s  or  y our  f a m i l y .

The t h i r d  group see m o r a l i t y  as both an i n d i v i d u a l  and a

s o c i a l  concer n .

3.  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  a code of  conduct  t h a t  s o c i e t y  
demands o f  me p l us  a code of  conduct  t h a t  I demand 
of  m y s e l f .

I t h i n k  i t  means peo p l e  doi ng what  t he y  shoul d  be 
doi ng f o r  t he  be s t  o f  a l l  c o n c e r n e d ,  t he ms e l v e s  and 
o t h e r s .

4% of  r e s po n d e n t s  c l a i me d  t h a t  t he  c on cept  o f  m o r a l i t y  had no 

meani ng f o r  them,  or  a n e g a t i v e  meani ng,  or  t h e y  r e s i s t e d  

answer i ng  t he q u e s t i o n .
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4.  I t ' s  not  a word I use.  I t ' s  an a b s t r a c t  noun,  
o f t e n  used as a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  not  t h i n k i n g  about  
what  you ar e  s a y i n g .  L i k e  b e a u t y .  I cou l d  t e l l  
you w h e t h e r  I t h o u g h t  somet hi ng was b e a u t i f u l ,  but  
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you what  be a u t y  i s .

T h a t ' s  a hard q u e s t i o n .  I t ' s  o n l y  Monday mor n i ng ,  
you know.

The word d o e s n ' t  happen i n my v o c a b u l a r y .  I t  means 
R. E.  and As se mbl i e s  and I ' d  t r y  not  to be t h e r e .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o not e  how many s u b j e c t s  use t he  word

"code" in t h e i r  answer s ,  and one co u l d  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h i s

comes f rom t he  C h r i s t i a n  "code"  or  Commandments whi ch are

s t i l l  a s t r o n g  p a r t  o f  our  i n h e r i t a n c e  in t he  we s t e r n  w o r l d .

P h i l o s o p h e r s  do not  seem to emphasi se t h e s e  v i e w s ,  as was 

d i s c us s e d  in Ch a p t e r  2 and n e i t h e r  do d i c t i o n a r i e s  g i v e  

d e f i n i t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o t hese  s u b j e c t s '  s t a t e m e n t s .

E) QUESTION 5: WHY SHOULD ONE BE MORAL, ANYHOW?

Tab l e  6 ( 5 )

1. To l i v e  w i t h  y o u r s e l f .

2.  To l i v e  w i t h  y o u r s e l f  and o t h e r s .

3.  R e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n s .

4.  To l i v e  w i t h  o t h e r s .

5.  Humans ar e  i n n a t e l y  mo r a l .

6 . No answer  .

T o t a l

Th i s  q u e s t i o n  in one form or  a n o t h e r  has been asked  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y .  Why shoul d  one do t h a t  whi ch i s  r i g h t  or

No . %

18 20

19 22

4 4

39 43

1 1

9 10

90 100
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good? i s  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  of  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

in meani ng.

The m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  here  (43%)  t a k e  t he v i ew t h a t  t he

r eason f o r  be i ng moral  i s  to de mo n s t r a t e  r e s p e c t  and concer n

f o r  o t h e r s  in s o c i e t y  and t o e n a b l e  t he  smooth r u n n i n g  of

t h a t  s o c i e t y .  When added to group 2,  one can say t h a t  65% of

s u b j e c t s  d i s p r o v e  M a c I n t y r e ' s  v i ew t h a t  e v e r yone  now i s  an

i n d i v i d u a l i s t  r a t h e r  t h a n ,  in t he  A r i s t o t e l i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  a

commi t t ed  s o c i a l  b e i n g .

4.  Because i t  l e a ds  t o a code o f  conduct  w i t h i n  
groups whi ch l e a ds  t o t he w e l f a r e  o f  e ve r ybody  
w i t h i n  t h a t  gr oup.

L i f e  i f  p o s s i b l e  shoul d be happy and c o n t e n t e d  so 
we t r y  never  t o h u r t  o t h e r s ,  or  a f f e c t  t h e i r  l i v e s
a d v e r s e l y .

Bei ng moral  e l e v a t e s  us to a h i g h e r  l e v e l  t han  
common a n i m a l s .  We shoul d  not  u p s e t ,  o f f e n d  or
h u r t  o t h e r s .

I woul d suggest  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  i m p l i c i t l y  i n c l u d e d  in t h i s  

v i ew i s  t he  i dea  t h a t  t he  s e l f  b e n e f i t s  as w e l l  as s o c i e t y ,  

t he  v i ew whi ch i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  endor sed by a n o t h e r  22% of  

s u b j e c t s .

2.  I n i t i a l l y  f o r  your  own good.  And doi ng t h i n g s
t h a t  d o n ' t  harm o t h e r s .  And to have a s o c i e t y  we 
can a l l  l i v e  and o p e r a t e  in because we can assume 
o t h e r s  have t he  same v a l u e s .

W i t h o u t  i t  you ar e  f a i l i n g  to t a k e  i n t o  account  t he  
needs o f  o t h e r s  and not  l i v i n g  up t o t he  p o t e n t i a l  
of  be i ng  a human.

The more t h o u g h t f u l l y  you a c t  t owar ds  o t h e r s  and 
t he  more t h o u g h t f u l l y  t h e y  a c t  t owar ds each o t h e r ,  
t hen t he  more p l e a s a n t  i t  makes l i f e  f o r  a l l  and 
s u n d r y .

The 18% who say t h a t  t he y  a r e  moral  because t hey  want  t o be 

happy appear  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  t o be e g o c e n t r i c a l l y  m o t i v a t e d .
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but  t he  emphasi s i n f a c t  appear s  t o be more c on nec t ed  w i t h

p er sona l  i n t e g r i t y  and f o l l o w i n g  c o n s c i e n c e .

1.  I want  to be happy w i t h  t he  way I l i v e .  I want  
to f e e l  w h a t e v e r  I ' v e  done has got  i n t e g r i t y ,  and 
to be an i n f l u e n c e  f o r  good.

T h e r e ' s  t h a t  naggi ng l i t t l e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  has been 
bred i n t o  you t h a t  h e d o n i s t s  ge t  i t  in t he  end.

Because I have a c o n s c i e n c e  and i t  woul d t r o u b l e  me 
i f  I w a s n ' t .

The 4% who g i v e  t he  r eason f o r  be i ng  moral  as k ee p i ng  God' s  

l aw appear  s i m i l a r  to group 1,  e x c e p t  t h a t  God i s  t h e i r

a u t h o r i t y  r a t h e r  t han t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e g r i t y  or

c o n s c i e n c e .

3.  I l ook  a t  t he  r eason f o r  be i ng moral  as l i v i n g  
up to t he  s t a n d a r d  I b e l i e v e  God wants f rom me and 
which i s  a l s o  u l t i m a t e l y  in t he  be s t  common good.

The most  i n t e r e s t i n g  group ar e  t he  9% who t a k e  a c o m p l e t e l y

d i f f e r e n t  l i n e  by say i ng  t h a t  t he  q u e s t i o n  does not  make

sense because human be i ngs  cannot  h e l p  be i ng mo r a l .  I t  i s  in

t he n a t u r e  o f  human b e i n g s ,  per haps in an e v o l u t i o n a r y  sense,

or  in t he sense of  a l l  o f  us hav i ng  i n n a t e  moral  knowl edge .

5.  T h a t ' s  an u n a s k a b l e  q u e s t i o n ,  because m o r a l i t y  
means what  y o u ' r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  be.  I f  y o u ' r e  a
t h i n k i n g  be i ng  
may be immoral

a t
but

a l l  you a r e  a moral  b e i n g ,  
not  a m o r a l .

You

In p r a c t i c e  we 
a l l  t r y i n g  in

d o n ' t  have a c ho i c e  because we 
our  own way to be m o r a l .

are

F) QUESTION 6: IS I T NECESSARY TO HAVE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

TO JUSTIFY BEING MORAL?

Ta b l e  6 ( 6 )

No %

1. No 85 94

2. Yes 3 4

3. No answer 2 2

T o t a l 90 100
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94% of  s u b j e c t s  s a i d  i t  was not  n e c e s s a r y  to be r e l i g i o u s  t o

be m o r a l ,  a t  l e a s t  where ' r e l i g i o u s '  means t o have a s p e c i f i c

b e l i e f  in God or  to be l ong to a p a r t i c u l a r  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  In  

a n o t h e r  sense o f  be i ng r e l i g i o u s ,  many sa i d  m o r a l i t y  was

n e v e r t h e l e s s  c onnec t ed  w i t h  be i ng  humane and b e hav i ng  in a

" C h r i s t i a n "  way.

1.  I t ' s  not  n e c e s s a r y .  The v a l u e  o f  human l i f e  i s
t he same f o r  t he r e l i g i o u s  person and t he h uma n i s t .

I f e e l  q u i t e  s t r o n g l y  about  t h a t  a c t u a l l y ,  t he  s o r t  
of  s p i r i t u a l  s i de  o f  i t .  I d o n ' t  see why b e l i e v i n g  
in Jesus C h r i s t  has t o be n e c e s s a r y  to make you
i n t o  a b e t t e r  pe r son .

I t ' s  not  n e c e s s a r y ,  but  I d o n ' t  know to what  e x t e n t  
my own r easons  f o r  a c t i n g  in a p a r t i c u l a r  way ar e  
some s o r t  o f  h a n g - o v e r  f rom a f a i r l y  C h r i s t i a n  
u p b r i n g  i ng .

Onl y 4% s a i d  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  were n e c e s s a r y ,  

f o r  them p e r s o n a l l y ,  to j u s t i f y  m o r a l i t y .

2.  For  me i t  i s  r i g h t  what  t he  Church says.

Yes.  I ' m  not  a devout  C h r i s t i a n  but  I do b e l i e v e  
in l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h .

The c o n n e c t i o n  between r e l i g i o n  and m o r a l i t y  i s  an

i n t e r e s t i n g  one and much has been w r i t t e n  about  i t .  As t he

s u b j e c t s  in t h i s  s t udy  i n f e r ,  i t  depends on what  you mean by

r e l i g i o n .  I t  i s  a l s o  t he  case t h a t  in many i n t e l l e c t u a l

d i s c i p l i n e s  t h e r e  i s  a t e n s i o n  bet ween an o b j e c t i v i s t

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  a b e l i e f  in t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g

" a b s o l u t e "  or  " c e r t a i n "  knowl edge ,  and a r e l a t i v i s t i c

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  a b e l i e f  t h a t  moral  and per haps a l l

knowl edge i s  dependent  on i t s  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,

s i t u a t i o n a l  or  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t e x t .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e

was a l ong p e r i o d  in our  h i s t o r y  when r e l i g i o n ,  or  d i v i n e

r e v e l a t i o n ,  gave to moral  s t a n d a r d s  t he s t a t u s  o f  o b j e c t i v e

or  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h .  F a i t h  i n t he  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God was

acc ept ed  a l most  u n i v e r s a l l y  in t he  w e s t e r n  w o r l d .
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Fewer  peopl e  now a c c e p t  t h i s ,  and t he  s u b j e c t s  of  t h i s  s t udy  

p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t  t he  t h i n k i n g  o f  t he  modern w o r l d .  They deny 

t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  dependent  on r e l i g i o n ,  but  t he y  have not  y e t  

den i ed  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  i n some sense o b j e c t i v e  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  

Ther e  i s  a f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h i s  p o i n t  in Ch a p t e r  2.  I 

would suggest  t h a t  peopl e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  need t he  s e c u r i t y  

of  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h ,  and even though c o n s c i o u s l y  now most  

peopl e  seem r e l a t i v i s t i c ,  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e r e  i s  a l o n g i n g  f o r  

a b s o l u t i s m ,  f o r  t he  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  c e r t a i n t y  and s a f e t y  whi ch  

r e l i g i o n  o f f e r s .  P r i ma r y  school s  s t i l l  have a r e l i g i o u s  

t e a c h i n g ,  most  o f  them hav i ng  a s s e mb l i e s  w i t h  p r a y e r s  and 

p l a y s  a t  Ch r i s t ma s  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  f e s t i v a l s  l i k e  t he  

Hindu D i w a l i .  However ,  t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  ar e  not  so common 

in secondar y  s c h o o l s .  So I woul d s u g g e s t ,  t e n t a t i v e l y ,  t h a t  

t he l o n g i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n t y  a l s o  comes f rom t he  r e l i g i o u s  

u p b r i n g i n g  t h a t  most  o f  t he  s u b j e c t s  had,  even t hough many 

have come t o  r e j e c t  r e l i g i o n  as a d u l t s .  Th i s  s u g g e s t i o n  was 

behi nd the ne x t  q u e s t i o n  asked.

G) QUESTION 7: WOULD YOU SAY YOU ARE RELIGIOUS?

Tab l e  6 ( 7 )

No. %

1. Y e s . 22 24

2 . No . 19 21

3.  So r t  o f . 12 14

4.  As a c h i l d ,  but  not  now. 17 19

5.  No answer . 20 22

T o t a l 90 100
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The s u b j e c t s  who answer  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  d i v i d e  f a i r l y  e q u a l l y

i n t o  two main gr oups .  38% c l a i m  to be r e l i g i o u s  or  " s o r t  of

r e l i g i o u s " ,  and 40% deny t h a t  t h e y  are r e l i g i o u s ,  a l t h o u g h

19% of  them were when t he y  were y o u n g e r .  One r e s p o nde nt

ex p r e s e d  i t  t h u s .

4.  I had a C h r i s t i a n  backgr ound as a y o u n g s t e r  and 
i t  was a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  he l ped  me 
al ong t he  road t o a humani s t  p o s i t i o n .

The one t e a c h e r  I i n t e r v i e w e d  who was f rom a d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c

group to a l l  t he  o t h e r s  ( West  I n d i a n )  was a Roman C a t h o l i c .

She s a i d

1.  My r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  are more i m p o r t a n t  t han  
a n y t h i  ng e l s e .

Ot he r s  in t h i s  group were r e l i g i o u s  t o v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s .

1. I ' m  p r e t t y  sur e  t h e r e  i s  some D i v i n e  Bei ng even 
i f  i t ' s  a c o m f o r t i n g  h a b i t .

Those who were not  r e l i g i o u s  were more d e f i n i t e  about  i t .

2.  No.  I was dragged t h r o ugh  c h o i r  and church  
gr oups ,  not  Sunday Sc h o o l ,  f o r t u n a t e l y .  The 
a t t i t u d e  o f  church peo p l e  - not  l i k i n g  c h i l d r e n  in 
c hu r c h ,  w e a r i n g  bes t  c l o t h e s  e t c .  - d i s e n c h a n t e d  
me, and I saw r e l i g i o n  as a k i nd  of  s o c i a l
c l i m b i n g .

I ' m not  i n t e r e s t e d  in group r e l i g i o n s  and I ' m  not  
i mpr essed by t h e i r  c l a i ms  t h a t  what  t he y  say i s  
t r u e  because i t  comes f rom a h i g h e r  sou r c e .

I n v i ew o f  t he  c l a i m  by many peopl e  t oday  t h a t  we l i v e  in a

s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y  and t h a t  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i s

d e c l i n i n g ,  i t  seems s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  n e a r l y  50% of  s u b j e c t s

were r e l i g i o u s  now or  had been when t h e y  were y o u n g e r .  I

woul d suggest  t h a t  t h i s  r e i n f o r c e s  my s p e c u l a t i o n  in

d i s c u s s i n g  t he p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  I t  i s a l s o  wor t h  n o t i n g

t h a t  a l l  t hose  who c l a i me d  to be r e l i g i o u s  were C h r i s t i a n .

The t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  s t i l l  appear s  t o have a m i n o r i t y  of
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t e a c h e r s  who be l ong t o o t h e r  f a i t h s .  M o r a l i t y ,  however ,  

can be seen as m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  as w e l l  as m u l t i - f a i t h  in i t s

b a s i c  f or m.  Th i s  p o i n t  w i l l  be d i s c us s e d  i n t he  c o n c l u d i n g

Ch a pt e r  o f  t h i s  s t udy .

h) Qu e s t i o n  8:  I s  t h e r e  some c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  to moral

p r ob l ems ,  or  when peopl e  d i s a g r e e  i s

e v e r y b o d y ' s  o p i n i o n  e q u a l l y  r i g h t ?

T a b l e  6 ( 8 )

No.  %

1. Ther e  i s  a c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  13 14

2.  Ever yone can be r i g h t  in 

h i s / h e r  s i t u a t i o n .  Ther e

i s  no c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n .  53 59

3.  Can be both 1 and 2.  9 10

4.  The m a j o r i t y  i s  r i g h t .  15 17

T o t a l  90 100

Behi nd t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  t he  ar gument  over  wh e t h e r  moral  

knowl edge or  r i g h t n e s s  i s  a b s o l u t e / o b j e c t i v e  or  whe t h e r  i t  i s  

r e l a t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e .  These d i mens i ons  were d i s c u s s e d  in  

Chapt e r  2.

10% of  s u b j e c t s  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t  can be e i t h e r ,  dependi ng on 

t he s i t u a t i o n .  They c o n s i d e r  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o make g e n e r a l  

s t a t e m e n t s .
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3.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  cou l d  p r o b a b l y  be a r i g h t  answer ,  
but  a l s o  two peopl e  c ou l d  be r i g h t  i f  t he y  were  
both d e f e n d i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e .

Onl y 14% t a k e  t he  v i ew t h a t  t h e r e  i s some a b s o l u t e  or

o b j e c t i v e  r i g h t  answer  to moral  p r ob l ems.

1. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a l l  t he  d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  l o o k i n g  
at  i t  a r e  e q u a l l y  r i g h t .  Ther e  i s one t r u e  answer  
at  t he  end.

There ar e  o f t e n  f a c t o r s  whi ch c l o ud  t he  i ssue  but  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a r i g h t  o u t s i d e  what  peopl e  t h i n k .

God i s  t he  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t o  be 
r e l a t i v e  t o .

The l a r g e s t  group o f  s u b j e c t s  (59%)  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  can 

be e q u a l l y  r i g h t  or  t h a t  peop l e  must  agr ee  to d i f f e r  but  in  

any case t h e r e  i s  no a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  answer .

2.  W e l l ,  l i f e  i s  too c o m p l i c a t e d  f o r  t h e r e  t o be 
any s e t  r o u t i n e ,  s o l u t i o n  or  f o r m u l a  t o cope w i t h  
a l l  t he  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  come up.  I f e e l  i t ' s  
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  peop l e  t o make t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  
t hemse1ves .

From y ou r  v i e w p o i n t  y our  r a t i o n a l i s e d  j udgment  has 
got  t o be r i g h t ,  and e ve r ybody  has a r i g h t  to  
c o n s i d e r  t he ms e l v e s  r i g h t .

T h e r e ’ s no one s o l u t i o n .  We ar e  a l l  e q u a l l y  r i g h t  
and equal  1 y wrong .

An i nbe t ween v i ew i s  t aken  by t he  17% who argue t h a t  r i g h t

l i e s  w i t h  m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n .

4.  I woul d appeal  to g r oups .  I f  s u f f i c i e n t  peo p l e  
b e l i e v e  i t  i s  r i g h t ,  t hen i t  becomes r i g h t .

Everyone i s  e n t i t l e d  t o t h e i r  own o p i n i o n  and you 
have t o f i n d  t he  m a j o r i t y  v i e w.

As r e p o r t e d  in Ch a p t e r  4,  F i s h k i n  ( 1 9 8 4 )  spr ead h i s  s u b j e c t s

al ong a cont i nuum bet ween A b s o l u t i s t  and A m o r a l i s t ,  i . e .

ex t r eme o b j e c t i v i s m  and ex t r eme  s u b j e c t i v i s m .  I would

suggest  q u i t e  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h i s  can per haps be done w i t h

s u b j e c t s '  answers t o one q u e s t i o n ,  but  t h a t  acr oss  a number
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of  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h i s  woul d be e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  because

t h e i r  answers woul d be i n c o n s i s t e n t .  One of  t he s t r i k i n g  

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  has been t he i n c o n s i s t e n c y  of

answer s .  S u b j e c t s  t end on l y  s l i g h t l y  to exp r e s s  any

p a r t i c u l a r  moral  s t ance  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  and f r e q u e n t l y  exp r e ss  

s t ance s  t h a t  ar e  in d i r e c t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  to one a n o t h e r .  

Thi s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in more d e t a i l  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  

o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  in s e c t i o n  6 . 3  o f  t h i s  

C h a p t e r .

I t  i s  per haps  n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  t hose  who t a u g h t  in t he  l a r g e  

H u ma n i t i e s  c u r r i c u l u m  group were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more l i k e l y  to  

t ake  a r e l a t i v i s t  s t a nc e  by s a y i ng  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y ' s  o p i n i o n  

i s  e q u a l l y  r i g h t .  ( S i g  . 0 1 2 )

I )  QUESTION 9: IS THE RIGHT ACTION ALWAYS THE ONE WHICH HAS

DESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES, OR ARE THERE SOME 

THINGS WE OUGHT TO DO REGARDLESS OF THE 

CONSEQUENCES TO OURSELVES OR OTHERS?

Ta b l e  6 ( 9 )

No . %

1. R i g h t  a c t i o n  has d e s i r a b l e

consequences .  37 41

2.  Ther e  ar e  some "ought s"  r e g a r d l e s s .  32 36

3.  Bot h.  I t  depends on t he  s i t u a t i o n .  18 20

4.  No answer .  3 3

T o t a l  90 100
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The d i s t i n c t i o n  ex p r e s s e d  by Kant  bet ween whe t h e r  an a c t i o n

s hou l d  be p e r f o r me d  because i t  i s  good in i t s e l f  ( c a t e g o r i c a l  

i m p e r a t i v e )  or  w h e t h e r  i t  shoul d  be pe r f o r med  because i t  

l e a d s  t o good consequences ( h y p o t h e t i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e )  has been 

much deba t e d  among p h i l o s o p h e r s  ( see Ch a p t e r  2 ) .  41% of

s u b j e c t s  her e  s t r e s s  t he i n s t r u m e n t a l  v i ew t h a t  t he  

consequences o f  a c t i o n s  are what  makes them good or  n o t .  

T h i s  v i ew can a l s o  l o o s e l y  be c a l l e d  u t i l i t a r i a n .

1. We a l ways  have t o c o n s i d e r  t he consequences of  
e v e r y  a c t i o n  we t a k e  and t hen make a d e c i s i o n  as to  
w h e t h e r  somet hi ng i s  r i g h t  or  wrong based on t h a t .

At  my s t age  because o f  a l l  t he  c o n s t r a i n t s  I have to  
t h i n k  o f  t he consequences f i r s t  or  be an o u t c a s t  in 
t he  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  but  i f  my c i r c u m s t a n c e s  change I 
mi g ht  p l uck  up courage to do somet hi ng about  my 
c o n v i c t i o n s  l i k e  t he Greenham women.

A s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  group o f  s u b j e c t s  (36%)  endor se  t he  v i ew

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  we ought  to do r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t he

conseque nces .

2.  I am sur e t h e r e  ar e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we ought  to do 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t he  consequences .  Whet her  we ar e  
p r e p a r e d  to do them or  not  i s a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .

Yes,  t h e r e  ar e  some t h i n g s  we ought  to do even  
t hough t he  consequences ar e  goi ng to be u n p l e a s a n t  
or  even har mf ul  to o t h e r  p e o p l e .  R i g h t  and moral  
d e c i s i o n s  d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t he  be s t  outcome  
or  even t he one you p r e d i c t  but  t h a t  d o e s n ' t
p r e v e n t  them be i ng  r i g h t  and moral  d e c i s i o n s .

As w i t h  most  o f  t hese  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  a ga i n  a

group o f  s u b j e c t s  (20%)  who say i t  can be e i t h e r  or  b o t h ,

dependi ng  on t he  s i t u a t i o n .

3.  Somet imes you have to do t h i n g s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
t he  consequences .  But  i t  i s  r i g h t  to t h i n k  o f
t hose  consequences and to t r y  and h u r t  as few 
peopl e  as p o s s i b l e .
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I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  want  t o  answer  t h a t .  I do f e e l  t he  
end i s  as i m p o r t a n t  as t he  means but  I d o n ' t  want  
to sound v e r y  d e f i n i t e  on t h a t .  I woul d go back 
and l ook  a t  t he  s i t u a t i o n .

Th i s  t ype  o f  answer  can be c o n s t r u e d ,  l i k e  t he s i m i l a r  ones

to o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  in two ways,  f i r s t l y  as a genui ne  b e l i e f

t h a t  on l y  when f a c e d  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  d e c i s i o n  in a

p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  can a person d e c i d e ,  or  s e c ond l y  as one

of  what  Wi l s o n  ( 1 9 7 3 )  c a l l s  " escapes"  f rom t h i n k i n g  about

m o r a l i t y ,  i . e .  a d e f e n s i v e  way o f  a v o i d i n g  an answer  to a

q u e s t i o n ,  whi ch i s  a f t e r  a l l  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  one.  The

p h r a s i n g  o f  i t  a l s o  cou l d  have been b e t t e r .  Some s u b j e c t s

aga i n  showed t he  i m p l i c i t  l o n g i n g  f o r  o b j e c t i v i s m  and " t r u t h "

whi ch I suggest ed e a r l i e r ,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,

2.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  must  be t h i n g s  we ought  to do 
r e g a r d l e s s .  I t ' s  j u s t  a gut  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
ought  to be.

Those s u b j e c t s  who t a u g h t  younger  c h i l d r e n  were t he l e a s t  

l i k e l y  and t hose who t a u g h t  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  t he most  l i k e l y  t o  

say t h a t  t he  r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  t he  one whi ch has d e s i r a b l e  

consequences.  ( Si  g . 0 4 5 )

J)  QUESTION 10:  ARE THERE MORAL RULES THAT EVERYONE EVERY

WHERE SHOULD TRY TO KEEP, OR IS I T UP TO 

EACH I NDI VI DUAL?

T a b l e  6 ( 1 0 )

No.  %

1. There  are  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s .  27 30

2.  I t  i s  up t o t he i n d i v i d u a l .  18 20

3. Some u n i v e r s a l ,  some up to i n d i v i d u a l .  20 22
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4.  Ther e  ar e  agr eed r u l e s  f o r  a s o c i e t y

or  m a j o r i t y .  22 25

5.  No answer .  3 3

T o t a l  90 100

The l a r g e s t  group here (30%)  t a k e  t he  a b s o l u t i s t  or  o b j e c t 

ive s t  v i e w ,  i . e .  t h e r e  ar e  moral  r u l e s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ,  

e v e r ywhe r e  shoul d  t r y  to keep.

1.  Ther e  a r e  c e r t a i n  moral  r u l e s  whi ch eve r ybody  
a c c e p t s  l i k e  not  k i l l i n g ,  not  s t e a l i n g  and so on.

Yes,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  ar e  moral  r u l e s  we shoul d t r y  to 
keep but  w e ' r e  not  goi ng to manage i t  a l l  t he  t i me .

I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  u n i v e r s a l  r u l e s .  They ar e  passed  
on by exampl e and by word of  mouth f rom one
g e n e r a t i o n  t o a n o t h e r .

20% c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  no u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  in t h a t

sense,  and t h a t  each i n d i v i d u a l  shoul d d e c i d e  on h i s  or  her

own moral  r u l e s .

2.  B a s i c a l l y  i t  i s  up to each i n d i v i d u a l .  Nobody 
shoul d t r y  and impose t h a t  amount  of  power .

We do need a good s t a n d a r d  o f  g e n e r a l  moral
b e h a v i o u r  but  a t  t he  end o f  t he  day i t  comes down
to y ou r  own pe r s o na l  f e e l i n g s .

You c a n ' t  p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  o f  e v e r y  s i t u a t i o n  and 
d e f i n e  what  ought  to be done.  What  o s t e n s i b l y
mi ght  be t he  same c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i f  you a c t u a l l y  
l ooked  a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  be because o f  the  
d i f f e r e n t  peop l e  i n v o l v e d  so t h e r e f o r e  you c a n ' t  
p o s s i b l y  even d e f i n e  a se t  o f  r u l e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t hey  even e x i s t .

These answers are a c o n t r a s t  to t he  answers t o Qu e s t i o n  8 ,  in

whi ch a s i m i l a r  c oncept  i s  i m p l i c i t  and,  where t he  l a r g e s t

group endor sed t he  v i ew t h a t  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  r i g h t ,  and

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  answer  to moral  pr ob l ems.
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I t  cou l d  be t h a t  t he  i dea  o f  moral  r u l e s  can more e a s i l y  be 

seen as o b j e c t i v e  t han t he i dea  o f  t he  r i g h t n e s s  o f  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  d e c i s i o n .  25% c o n s i d e r  t h a t  r u l e s  are  agr eed by a 

s o c i e t y ,  r a t h e r  t han t h a t  t he y  a r e  e i t h e r  u n i v e r s a l  or  

i n d i v i d u a l .

The word ' a b s o l u t e '  does appear  i t s e l f  to have d i f f e r e n t  

meani ngs ,  ( see  Ch a p t e r  2)  I t  may mean t h a t  somet hi ng i s  t he  

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l i f e .  Or a b s o l u t e  may 

mean some God- g i v e n  or  n a t u r a l  l aw.  Or per haps t hese  ar e  t he  

same.  I t  i s  not  c l e a r  what  meani ng t he  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t s  

a s c r i b e  t o t he  word.  They do not  comment here  on t he  o r i g i n  

of  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s ,  o n l y  upon t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  or  no t .

22% of  s u b j e c t s  say t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  some b a s i c  moral  r u l e s  f o r  

e v e r y o n e ,  but  t h a t  beyond t hose i t  i s  up t o t he  i n d i v i d u a l .

3.  T h a t ' s  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n .  Yes,  t h e r e  
a r e ,  but  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  r i g h t  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  
to impose h i s  v i ews on o t h e r s .  Some moral  r u l e s  
are a c c e p t a b l e  in a u n i v e r s a l  way,  but  i t  must  be 
l e f t  to t he  i n d i v i d u a l  as to whi ch r u l e s  he 
o p e r a t e s .

On a l owe r  l e v e l  i t ' s  up t o t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  but  
when you ar e  t a l k i n g  in t er ms o f  a r eas  l i k e  
g e n o c i d e ,  i t ' s  g e n e r a l .

And aga i n  a p e r c e n t a g e  (25%)  say r u l e s  a r e  n e i t h e r  u n i v e r s a l

nor  i n d i v i d u a l ,  but  dec i de d  by a s o c i e t y  or  group or  t he

m a j o r i t y  i n t h a t  s o c i e t y  or  gr oup.

4.  In a communi ty you have got  t o d e c i d e  on a s e t  
of  r u l e s  and e ve r ybody  sees t he  v a l i d i t y  f o r  t h a t  
so eve r y b ody  shoul d  f o l l o w  them.  I f  eve r yone  
d i d n ' t  agr ee  you mi g h t  have t o t a k e  a m a j o r i t y  
deci  si  on.
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I t h i n k  i t ' s  up to s o c i e t i e s  r a t h e r  t han  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Ther e  i s n ' t  a u n i v e r s a l  se t  of  r u l e s .

K) QUESTION 11:  WHERE DOES THE QUESTION OF SELF- INTEREST

FI T  INTO BEING MORAL?

Ta b l e  6 ( 1 1 )

No.  %

1.  I t  does n o t / s h o u l d  not  f i t  i n .  22 24

2.  I t  i s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  to be m o r a l .  27 30

3.  S e l f - i n t e r e s t  has to be ba l a n c e d

w i t h  o t h e r s '  i n t e r e s t s .  25 28

4.  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  answer s .  9 10

5.  No a n s w e r . 7 8

T o t a l  90 100

The f i r s t  group her e  (24%)  seem to u n d e r s t a n d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t

as meani ng s e l f i s h n e s s ,  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e  or  " l o o k i n g  a f t e r

Number One" and t h e r e f o r e  see i t  as c o n f l i c t i n g  w i t h

a l t r u i s m ,  or  c o n s i d e r i n g  o t h e r s  f i r s t ,  whi ch i s  e q u a t e d  w i t h

m o r a l i t y .  Human be i ngs  ar e  b a s i c a l l y  gr eed y  and m o r a l i t y

p r e v e n t s  too much i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h a t  gr eed or  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .

1.  We ' r e  a l l  o f  us out  f o r  what  we can ge t  in some 
way,  and I ' m sur e  our  moral  code l i n k e d  to l aws  
keeps us f a i r l y  on t he  s t r a i g h t  and n a r r ow,  keeps  
us f rom i n d u l g i n g  too much.

I f  you were a t r u l y  moral  per son you woul d a l ways  
make t he  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  what  i t ' s  
goi ng t o do to you.

30% c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t  i s in a p e r s o n ' s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  to be

mo r a l .  T h e i r  r easons  d i f f e r ,  however ,  f rom a v o i d i n g  p r i s o n

or  g u i l t ,  t o be i ng a c c e p t e d  by o t h e r s  and s e r v i n g  God.
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Anot her  r eason i s  t h a t  i f  you behave w e l l  t owards o t h e r s ,  

t hey  are more l i k e l y  to behave w e l l  t owar ds  you.

2.  Because you are  p r o t e c t i n g  t he  s o c i e t y  in whi ch  
you l i v e ,  i n a sense i t ' s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  to ab i de  by 
t he moral  s t a t u s  of  t he  day.  And to score  p o i n t s  
in Heaven,  i f  you want  to be f l i p p a n t .  So I d o n ' t  
f o l l o w  t he  argument  t h a t  i t ' s  in your  i n t e r e s t  to  
pi nch and gr ab what  you want .

You and o t h e r s  b e n e f i t  f rom a moral  code.  Ot her s  
w i l l  r e c i p r o c a t e ,  you hope.

I t ' s  i n my s e l f - i n t e r e s t  to l i m i t  my s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  

S t r e s s  i s l a i d  by 28% on t he  i mp o r t a n c e  of  b a l a n c i n g  your  own 

s e l f - i n t e r e s t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s .  Th i s  group appear s  t o  be 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  in t erms of  t he  needs or  r i g h t s  

of  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  whi ch each i n d i v i d u a l  shoul d t a k e  i n t o  

acount .

3.  B a l a n c i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i s a d i l emma.  Take the  
t e a c h e r s '  a c t i o n .  T h e r e ' s  your  pay i n t e r e s t  
a g a i n s t  t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  ' O'  l e v e l  c l a s s e s ,  and a 
l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t  i n b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l .

S e l f - i n t e r e s t  i s  good because you have c e r t a i n  
needs and ach i e v e me nt s  to meet ,  but  you have to  
l ook f o r  s i t u a t i o n s  where you can meet  your  needs  
and he l p  meet  t he  needs o f  o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  any 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n .

The 10% of  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  answers were m a i n l y  n o n - c o m m i t t a l ,  

such as " I t  depends on t he  s i t u a t i o n "  or  " I t  depends on y o u r  

mot i v e s "  or  t h a t  t he  q u e s t i o n  was too c o m p l i c a t e d  to answer .

1) Que s t i o n  12:  How do you know when y o u ' v e  come up w i t h  a

good moral  d e c i s i o n ?  I s t h e r e  a method of  

r e a c h i n g  one?

Each s u b j e c t  ment i oned  s e v e r a l  o f  t hese  ways of  knowi ng,  so 

t hese  answers are  not  e x c l u s i v e  o f  each o t h e r .
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T a b l e  6(12)
No. of T o t a l %

ment i  ons

1 . I t  f e e l s  r i g h t . 51 90 57

2. By e x p e r i e n c e . 7 90 8

3. I f  has good consequences . 33 90 37

4. By c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  or  r e a s o n . 27 90 30

5. By d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s . 11 90 12

6. Too compl ex .  I t  depends on s i t u a t i o n . 19 90 21

7. Compare to e x t e r n a l  moral  a u t h o r i t y . 8 90 9

8. You d o n ' t  know. 5 90 6

By f a r  t he  commonest  r esponse  ment i o ned , by 5 7%, was a

f e e l i n g  or  " gut  r e a c t i o n "  v a r i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d  as c o m f o r t a b l e ,

ca l m,  a g l ow,  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  smug,  c o n t e n t ,  i n s t i n c t ,  peace of

mind or  absence o f  g u i l t .

1.  O f t e n  when y o u ' v e  made a d e c i s i o n  you know in 
y o u r s e l f  whe t he r  y o u ' v e  done t he  r i g h t  t h i n g .  You 
d o n ' t  f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  about  i t  or  wor r y  about  
what  o t h e r s  mi ght  t h i n k .

You f e e l  . . . .  I was goi ng to say smug . . . .  but  more 
. . . .  c o n t e n t ,  m e n t a l l y  c o n t e n t .  T h e r e ' s  no 
a f t e r t h o u g h t ,  no c o n s c i e n c e .  W i t h i n  y o u r s e l f  you
f e e l  c o n t e n t .

37% ment i oned  t h a t  a good d e c i s i o n  was known by i t s  good

c o n s e q u e n c e s .

3.  Time t e l l s  r e a l l y .  I f  someone seems to do we l l  
a f t e r  t he  a d v i c e  you have g i v e n  them .

I f  you see t h a t  o t h e r  peop l e  woul d b e n e f i t  f rom i t .

The use of  r eason to wei gh up c a r e f u l l y  t he  pros and cons

b e f o r e  maki ng a d e c i s i o n  was s t r e s s e d  by 30% of  s u b j e c t s .
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4.  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to know,  and p e r s o n a l l y  I ' m  
v e r y  bad a t  maki ng d e c i s i o n s .  I suppose i f  y o u ' v e  
r e a l l y  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  round i t  and a l l  t he i deas
t hen t h a t ' s  about  t he  bes t  you can do.

I f  you c o n s i d e r  a l l  t he  o p t i o n s  a d e c i s i o n  ought  to  
be a p p a r e n t .

The pr ocess  o f  maki ng a d e c i s i o n  was seen as so compl ex by

21% t h a t  t h e r e  were no easy answer s .  The d e c i s i o n  mi g ht

depend on t he  f a c t o r s  of  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .

6.  Ther e  are  so many f a c t o r s  to be c o n s i d e r e d  and 
each s i t u a t i o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  so you c a n ' t  say
somet hi ng w i l l  work a ga i n  j u s t  because i t  worked
l a s t  t i m e .

A smal l  number (8%) ment i oned  us i ng  t h e i r  own pa s t  e x p e r i e n c e  

or  t r a i n i n g  in v a l u e s ,  and 12% s a i d  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  

would he l p  t owar ds  a good d e c i s i o n .  9% woul d compare t he  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  some moral  a u t h o r i t y  o u t s i d e  t he ms e l v e s  

l i k e  s o c i e t y  or  t he  B i b l e ,  w h i l e  6% were co n v i n c e d  t h a t  you 

can nev er  know whe t h e r  a d e c i s i o n  i s  a good one or  n o t .

M) QUESTION 13:  WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR MAIN CODE OF

VALUES OR PRINCIPLES?

I n ans we r i ng  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s u b j e c t s  a l s o  ment i o ned  s e v e r a l  

i terns.

Ta b l e  6 ( 1 3 )

N o . o f  T o t a l  % 

ment i ons

1. Regard f o r  o n e s e l f .  18 90 20

2.  Be h a v i o u r  t owar ds  f a m i l y .  19 90 21
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3. Be h a v i o u r  t owar ds  o t h e r

p e o p l e .  77 90 86

4.  As a member of  s o c i e t y .  28 90 31

5.  Be h a v i o u r  t owar ds  t he

e n v i r o n m e n t .  11 90 12

6.  The 10 Commandments.  21 90 23

7.  Depends on s i t u a t i o n .  2 90 2

Al t hough  most  s u b j e c t s  gave s e v e r a l  o f  t hese  answers what

f i r s t  came to mind f o r  t he  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s u b j e c t s

(86%) was t h a t  t he y  shoul d  behave c o n s i d e r a t e l y  t owar ds  o t h e r

p e o p l e .  Respec t  and concer n  woul d be shown by h e l p i n g ,  be i ng

f a i r  and t r u t h f u l ,  p r o t e c t i n g ,  be i ng l o y a l  and s u p p o r t i v e ,

u n s e l f i s h  and c o - o p e r a t i v e .  One shoul d  not  h u r t ,  k i l l ,  r a p e ,

upse t  or  envy o t h e r s .

3.  I woul d not  h u r t  peopl e  p h y s i c a l l y  or  v e r b a l l y  
or  by maki ng them f e e l  s m a l l .  I woul d r e s p e c t  
o t h e r s  and t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s .

I t  i s  a f r amewor k  based on t r y i n g  to be 
n o n - i n t r u s i v e  on o t h e r s .  I g e n e r a l l y  keep pr omi ses  
and do not  s t e a l .  I hope t o do t h i n g s  t h a t  a f f e c t  
o t h e r s  p o s i t i v e l y .  To do n o t h i n g  i s  not  to be 
n e u t r a l .  S u f f e r i n g  i s  because peopl e  r emai n  
n e u t r a l .  P u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i s  t he  pr obl em!

I woul d not  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  h u r t  or  k i l l  anybody,  or  
do e mo t i o n a l  harm,  or  harm t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  I mean.
I ' v e  p i nched t he  odd pen and a few b i t s  o f  paper  
now and t h e n ,  but  what  I ' d  f e e l  woul d be a maj or  
t h e f t ,  I woul d not  do.

31% were concer ned  w i t h  t h e i r  b e h a v i o u r  as members of  s o c i e t y

in p a r t i c u l a r ,  and o f t e n  e qua t e d  t h e i r  v a l u e s  w i t h  t hose

uphe l d  by l aw.  They spoke of  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  not

d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  between peop l e  on any gr ounds ,  r e d r e s s i n g

i n j u s t i c e  and r e s p e c t i n g  t he c o u n t r y ' s  h i s t o r y .
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4.  I t h i n k  our  s o c i e t y  i s  v e r y  u n f a i r  and u n j u s t  and I
t h i n k  I ought  t o  do what  I can to t r y  and change t h a t .
But  I c a n ' t  do much .

g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  t he l aw woul d have to be t he  main 
o n e .

I t  seems t h a t  a q u e s t i o n  about  p r i n c i p l e s  or  a moral  code 

i n e v i t a b l y  b r i n g s  t o mind f o r  a number of  peopl e  t he  Ten

Commandments,  whi ch 2 3% m e n t i o n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  not  eve r yone  

would go a l ong w i t h  a l l  t en and some s u b j e c t s  woul d updat e  

t he m.

6.  The p r i n c i p l e s  by whi ch a C h r i s t i a n  shoul d l i v e  
hi s  l i f e ,  b a s i c a l l y  doi ng to o t h e r  peopl e  t he
t h i n g s  you woul d not  mind be i ng done to you by 
t h e m.

The Ten Commandments ar e  an a p p r o x i ma t e  g u i d e l i n e  
f o r  e v e r y b o d y .

21% were concer ned  t h a t  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  shoul d  be honest

f a i t h f u l  and f a i r .

2.  I know what  I ought  to do but  v e r y  o f t e n  I 
d o n ' t ,  e . g .  c h a s t i t y  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  and f i d e l i t y  
w i t h i n  i t .  I h a v e n ' t  k e p t  e i t h e r  of  t h os e .

Respec t  f o r  o n e s e l f  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  20%, t h a t  i s  be i ng

honest  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  s t a n d i n g  by you r  b e l i e f s ,  not  abus i ng

y o u r s e l f ,  and d e v e l o p i n g  your  own p o t e n t i a l .

1.  I v a l u e  my own f r e e dom,  because o t h e r w i s e  I ' m  
not  in a p o s i t i o n  to make any moral  d e c i s i o n s .

Thou s h a l t  make t he  most  of  o n e s e l f ,  s t r i v e  t o make 
t he be s t  o f  your  l i f e ,  s h o r t  t hough i t  may be.
Thou s h a l t  not  wast e  t i m e .

The e n v i r o n me n t  was ment i oned  by 12% and i n c l u d e s  k i ndne ss  to

a n i m a l s .

5.  N u c l e a r  weapons and t he  t h r e a t  o f  us i ng  them 
are t he  most  o u t r a g e o u s  bl asphemy and I woul d  
oppose t h a t .
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N) QUESTION 14:  SHOULD MORALITY BE THE SAME FOR EVERYBODY?

Ta b l e  6 ( 1 4 )

No . %

1. Yes 42 47

2.  No 20 22

3.  M o s t l y  12 13

4.  I c a n ' t  s a y / no  answer  16 18

T o t a l  90 100

Th i s  q u e s t i o n  f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  on t he  one b e f o r e  and r e f e r r e d  

to i t .  I t  was a l s o  des i gned  t o check on Qu e s t i o n  10 about  

wh e t he r  or  not  t h e r e  i s a u n i v e r s a l  moral  code.  However ,  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n  appear s  to have been u nd e r s t o od  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  

per haps because i t  does not  c o n t a i n  t he somewhat

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  word " r u l e s "  t h a t  i s  in Q u e s t i o n  10.  As in

some p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was c o n f u s i o n  between " shou l d "

and " i s "  so I c a t e g o r i s e d  them t o g e t h e r .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  I 

woul d r ead i n t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  here  (47%)  

( o r ,  added t o t he  group who say t h a t  mo s t l y  m o r a l i t y  shoul d  

be t he  same f o r  e v e r y b o d y ,  60%) compared t o t he  30% in  

answers t o q u e s t i o n  10,  i s  t h a t  t hose  s u b j e c t s  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  

s t a t e d  v a l u e s  to be t he  " r i g h t "  ones and t h a t  t he y  shoul d  be 

shared by o t h e r s .  some of  t hem,  i n d e e d ,  e x p r e s s e d  i t  i n t h i s  

w a y .

1.  I suppose I must  t h i n k  t h a t  or  I w o u l d n ' t  have 
t h a t  v i ew m y s e l f .

My m o r a l i t y  woul d make a b e t t e r  w o r l d .
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U n i v e r  s a l i s a b i 1 i t y  i s  not  ne c e s s a r y  t he  same as o b j e c t i v i t y .  

A l s o ,  as Mack i e  ( 1 9 7 7 )  put s i t ,  s u b j e c t i v e  agr eement  woul d  

g i v e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  r a t h e r  t han o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s .  

Ha r e ,  however ,  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  moral  j udgment s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  

and n e c e s s a r i l y  u n i v e r s a l i s a b l e .  So t h a t  whenever  peopl e  

say,  " I ,  you or  he ought  to do s o me t h i n g " ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  

t hey  are s a y i ng  t h a t  e v e r yone  ought  t o  do i t  in t he  same 

s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  commi tment  i s a t t a c h e d  t o t he  meani ng o f  t he  

word " o u g h t " .  I t  i s  not  c l e a r  whe t h e r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  

cou l d  be t he  same as u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e s .

1. I t h i n k  t hose  moral  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  shoul d  be 
the same f o r  e v e r y b o d y .  They have got  to f orm t he  
b a s i s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between p e o p l e .

Ever ybody has t he  same moral  code,  l i k e  a backbone .

The 13% who say t h a t  most ,  or  t he  b a s i c ,  moral  v a l u e s  shoul d

be shared by e v e r yone  ar e  t hus e x p r e s s i n g  a v e r y  s i m i l a r  v i ew

to t he  f i r s t  gr oup.

3.  I suppose i f  I ' m honest  I b e l i e v e  o t h e r  peopl e  
shoul d keep most  o f  t hese  t h i n g s .

Ther e  i s  a b a s i c  se t  of  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  any group  
of  peop l e  woul d s i t  down and t h r a s h  out  as a code.
But  peopl e  shoul d  s t i l l  have as much f r eedom as 
possi bl e .

22% of  s u b j e c t s  c l e a r l y  say t h a t  m o r a l i t y  shoul d  not  be t he  

same f o r  e v e r y b o d y .  Some of  t h e s e ,  I woul d s u g g e s t ,  endor se  

t h i s  v i ew in o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  p e o p l e ' s  f r e e d o m,  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  f r eedom f rom any imposed m o r a l i t y ,  or  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e ms e l v e s  f rom i mposi ng i t  on o t h e r s .

2.  No,  because t h a t  woul d i n v o l v e  i mposi ng my 
vi ews on o t h e r s .  Peopl e  who have o t h e r  p o i n t s  of  
vi ew have a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  t he  t r u t h  and I mi g h t  
l e a r n  f rom them.
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I woul d not  suggest  t h a t  my moral  code i s  by any
means t he  c o r r e c t  one f o r  e v e r y b o d y .

Your  moral  code changes w i t h  you r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  so i f  
I s a i d  e v e r y b o d y ' s  shoul d  be t he  same t h e r e  woul d  
be no chance f o r  t h i s  de v e l o p me n t .

o) Q u e s t i o n  15:  Most  peo p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  and

r e a s o n i n g  i n s c i e n c e  can l e a d  t o a c o r r e c t

answer .  I s  t he  same t h i n g  t r u e  in moral

d e c i s i o n s  or  a r e  t h e y  d i f f e r e n t ?

T a b l e  6 ( 1 5 )

No.  %

1. R i g h t  answer  in m o r a l i t y ,  not

i n s c i e n c e .  3 3

2.  R i g h t  answer  i n s c i e n c e ,  not

in m o r a l i t y .  50 56

3.  No r i g h t  answer  in e i t h e r .  30 34

4.  R i g h t  answer  in b o t h .  4 4

5 . M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  3 3

T o t a l  90 100

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  r esponses  to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

was much conf used  by t he  f i r s t  p a r t  of  i t  and i ndeed t he  

c o m p l i c a t e d  p h r a s i n g  o f  t he  whol e  q u e s t i o n .  Most  t e a c h e r s  

di d  not  agr ee  t h a t  most  peop l e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s c i e n c e  had 

c o r r e c t  answer s ,  and I r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  s h o r t  l e c t u r e s  on 

phy s i c s  and Popper .  Some und e r s t o o d  t he  q u e s t i o n  to mean 

t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  shoul d  be concer ned  about  t he  e t h i c s  of  t h e i r  

work and t h i s  aga i n  c o m p l i c a t e d  t he  a n a l y s i s .
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I f  you t h i n k  s c i e n c e  has pr oduced t he  s u r r o g a t e  
mot her  t h i n g ,  i t ' s  got  t o s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  about  what  
i t ' s  d o i n g ,  h a s n ' t  i t ?  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
r o l l i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  a good t h i n g .

M o r a l i t y  d e a l s  w i t h  t he  way s c i e n c e  i s  used.

However ,  i t  appear s  t h a t  o n l y  groups 1 and 4 c o n s i d e r  t h a t

m o r a l i t y  p r o v i d e s  c o r r e c t  answer s .  Th i s  i s  o n l y  7% of

s u b j e c t s .  In q u e s t i o n  8 13% t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a c o r r e c t  answer

to moral  p r o b l e ms ,  and a n o t h e r  9% p a r t l y  t h i n k  so.

The m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  here (56%)  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s c i e n c e  does 

have r i g h t  answer s ,  but  m o r a l i t y  does not .

2.  I n s c i e n c e  you are d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o s i t i v e s  and 
n e g a t i v e s ,  yeses  and nos.  You seem t o be d e a l i n g  
w i t h  a b s o l u t e s  and in mor a l s  you a r e n ' t .

Sc i e n c e  i s  a wo n d e r f u l  w o r l d  where t h e r e  ar e  f a c t s  
you can pr ov e .  In human e x p e r i e n c e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  
comes i n t o  i t  and i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  pr ove  t h i n g s .

S u b j e c t s  in t he  second l a r g e s t  group (34%)  do not  see c o r r e c t  

s o l u t i o n s  be i ng r eac hed  in e i t h e r  s c i e n c e  or  m o r a l i t y .

3.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  e i t h e r  can g i v e  you a c o r r e c t  
answer ,  because s c i e n t i s t s  make v a l u e  j udgment s .

Sc i e n c e  i s  j u s t  p a r t  o f  knowl edge and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t  makes any d i f f e r e n c e  as f a r  as moral  d e c i s i o n s  
are concer ned  whi ch p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  knowl edge  
y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t .  No one has answer s .

6 . 2  O b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  t e s t

In an a t t e m p t  to d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  t e a c h e r s  cou l d  be

c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  groups l o o s e l y  l a b e l l e d  o b j e c t i v e / a b s o l u t i s t  

and s u b j e c t i v e / r e l a t i v i s t ,  I i d e n t i f i e d  s i x  q u e s t i o n s  on

whi ch t e a c h e r s  shoul d  g i v e  c o n s i s t e n t  answers i f  t h i s  was t he  

case .  These q u e s t i o n s  ar e  numbers 2 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 ,  14 and 15.  A
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Pearson C o r r e l a t i o n  t e s t  showed t h a t  t h e r e  was no c o n s i s t e n t  

a s s o c i a t i o n  acr oss  a l l  s i x  q u e s t i o n s  i n t he  d i r e c t i o n  

a n t i c i p a t e d .  Some i n d i v i d u a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

however ,  and t hese  w i l l  now be r e p o r t e d .

a) Tea cher s  who say t h e r e  are  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  t h a t  

ever yone  shoul d  t r y  t o keep a l s o  t end  to say t h a t  moral  

d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made by t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  

those who say t h e r e  ar e  no u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  and i t  i s  up 

to t he  i n d i v i d u a l  to d e c i d e ,  t end  t o endor se  t he v i ew t h a t  

moral  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  based on f e e l i n g .  ( S i g .  . 0 0 1 ,  C o r r .  . 3 1 7 )

b) Those who c l a i m  t h a t  t h e r e  i s no r i g h t  answer  to moral  

probl ems a l s o  t end t o say t h a t  t h e r e  are some t h i n g s  peopl e  

ought  to do r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t he  consequences .  And t hose  who 

c l a i m  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r i g h t  answer  t end t o say t h a t  t he  r i g h t  

a c t i o n  i s  t he  one whi ch has d e s i r a b l e  consequences f o r  

o n e s e l f  or  o t h e r s .  ( S i g .  . 0 4 7 ,  C o r r .  - . 1 7 8 )

Th i s  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  in t he  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  to what  mi g ht  

be e x p e c t e d .

c)  S u b j e c t s  who say t h e r e  i s  a c o r r e c t  answer  to moral  

probl ems a l s o  t end to say t h a t  answers ar e  "more r i g h t "  in  

moral  m a t t e r s  t han i n s c i e n t i f i c  m a t t e r s ,  or  t h a t  both  

m o r a l i t y  and s c i e n c e  have r i g h t  answer s .  On t he o t h e r  hand,  

s u b j e c t s  who say t h e r e  i s  no c o r r e c t  answer  t o moral  pr obl ems  

say t h a t  n e i t h e r  s c i e n c e  nor  m o r a l i t y  can produce such
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answer s ,  or  t h a t  s c i e n c e  can but  m o r a l i t y  c a n n o t .  ( S i g .  . 0 2 5 ,  

C o r r .  . 2 0 6 )

d ) Te a c he r s  who t a k e  t he  o b j e c t i v e  v i ew of  s c i e n c e  and 

m o r a l i t y ,  i . e .  t h a t  bot h produce r i g h t  answer s ,  t end to s t a t e  

t h a t  ev e r y one  shoul d  keep to t he  same moral  code,  w h i l e  

t e a c h e r s  who t a k e  t he  s u b j e c t i v e  v i ew c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a moral  

code cannot  and shoul d  not  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y o n e .  ( S i g .  

. 0 3 1 ,  C o r r .  . 1 9 8 )

Thus,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were some s i gns  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  acr oss  

t hese  s i x  q u e s t i o n s ,  t he  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were weak,  and i t  woul d  

t h e r e f o r e  appear  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  cannot  be c o n s i s t e n t l y

c l a s s i f i e d  as o b j e c t i v e  or  s u b j e c t i v e ,  but  t h a t  t h e i r  i deas  

are a m i x t u r e  o f  b o t h .  Th i s  i s  not  t o say ,  however ,  t h a t  i f  

an o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  cont i nuum cou l d  be e x t r a c t e d ,  some 

s u b j e c t s  woul d not  be t owar ds  t he  o b j e c t i v e  end and some 

t owar ds  t he  s u b j e c t i v e  end.  However ,  i t  a l s o  appear s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some s u b j e c t s  mi g h t  appear  a t  bot h ends of  t h i s  

cont i nuum,  i . e .  h i g h l y  o b j e c t i v e  in one answer  and h i g h l y  

s u b j e c t i v e  in a n o t h e r .  Those in a mi d d l e  p o s i t i o n  mi g ht  

per haps be l a b e l l e d  c u l t u r a l l y  but  not  u n i v e r s a l l y

o b j e c t i v i s t ,  in t h a t  t he y  t end  to say t h a t  b a s i c  moral  r u l e s

are  dec i de d  by t he  s o c i e t y ,  t he  gr oup,  or  t he m a j o r i t y .

Beyond t h e s e  b a s i c  r u l e s ,  whi ch mi g h t  d i f f e r  f rom s o c i e t y  to  

s o c i e t y  or  group t o gr oup ,  t h e r e  i s  room f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  

d e c i de  f o r  t h e ms e l v e s .
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6 . 3 O b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s

Because t h e r e  were some s i gns  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  in o b j e c t i v i t y  

or  s u b j e c t i v i t y  acr oss  t he  s i x  q u e s t i o n s  as d e s c r i b e d  above,  

i t  was d e c i d e d  to t e s t  f u r t h e r  by f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s ,  and to add 

a l s o  t he answers t o q u e s t i o n  7,  - Would you say you are  

r e l i g i o u s ?  The l o a d i n g s  on t he  e x t r a c t e d  f a c t o r s  were not  

v e r y  h i g h ,  so t he d e s c r i p t i o n s  d e r i v e d  can o n l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  

t e n t a t i v e .  P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  above . 3 and n e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s  

bel ow - . 3  were c ou nt e d .  The comput er  e x t r a c t e d  11 f a c t o r s  

but  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  7 were o m i t t e d  because t he y  d i d  not  

have enough r e a s o n a b l e  l o a d i n g s  and t hus woul d not  p r o v i d e  a 

c o h e r e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  Four  f a c t o r s  r emai ned  whi ch d i d  appear  

to p r o v i d e  c o h e r e n t  a c c o u n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was some o v e r l a p  

between f a c t o r s .

FACTOR 1

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 74 Ther e  i s  no r i g h t  answer  to s c i e n t i f i c  or  moral  

q u e s t i  ons .

. 46 I am s o r t  o f  r e l i g i o u s .

. 44 I am not  r e l i g i o u s .

. 35 Moral  r u l e s  ar e  agr eed  by t he  m a j o r i t y  or  a s o c i e t y  

or  gr oup.

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 7 6  Sc i e n c e  has r i g h t  answers but  m o r a l i t y  does not .
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- . 4 3  Ther e  ar e  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s .

- . 3 5  I am r e l i g i o u s .

- . 3 4  Ther e  ar e  some t h i n g s  we ought  t o do r e g a r d l e s s  of  

t he  consequences to o u r s e l v e s  or  o t h e r s .

Any d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  meani ng o f  a f a c t o r  must  n e c e s s a r i l y  

be t e n t a t i v e .  At  t he  p o s i t i v e  end o f  F a c t o r  1 moral  r u l e s  

are not  seen as u n i v e r s a l  but  de c i d e d  w i t h i n  a group or  a 

s o c i e t y  per haps  by t he  m a j o r i t y .  R e l i g i o n  p l a y s  no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n p r o v i d i n g  moral  g u i d e l i n e s  and t h e r e  can 

be no o b j e c t i v e  r i g h t  answers to moral  q u e s t i o n s .  N e i t h e r  

can t h e r e  be any c a t e g o r i c a l  moral  i n j u n c t i o n s  t h a t  ar e

i n d e pe nde nt  o f  t h e i r  consequences .  The n e g a t i v e  po l e  

c o n t a i n s  t he  r e j e c t i o n  of  t he s e  i d e a s .  At  t h i s  pol e  t h e r e  

ar e  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  o f t e n  p r o v i d e d  by r e l i g i o n .  

M o r a l i t y  does not  p r o v i d e  answers t h a t  can be proved as in

s c i e n c e .  We know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  we ought  to do 

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  the consequences .

FACTOR 2

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 59 Moral  d e c i s i o n s  shoul d  be based on t h i n k i n g  and 

r e a s o n i  n g .

. 43 Ther e  i s  a b a s i c  s e t  o f  moral  r u l e s  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  but  

beyond t h a t  i t  i s  up t o t he  i n d i v i d u a l .

. 35 Ther e  i s  no a b s o l u t e  r i g h t ,  e ve r yone  can be e q u a l l y

r i g h t ,  or  each in h i s  or  her  own s i t u a t i o n .
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N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s
- . 6 7  Both t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  ar e  i n v o l v e d  in a moral  

deci s i on.

- . 4 6  Moral  r u l e s  ar e  up to t he  i n d i v i d u a l .

- . 4 0  M o r a l i t y  shoul d  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y o n e .

- . 3 4  The r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  one whi ch has d e s i r a b l e  

consequences .

- . 3 2  The r e  i s  a c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  to moral  p r ob l ems .

At  t he  p o s i t i v e  end o f  t he  f a c t o r ,  t he  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  about  

moral  d e c i s i o n s  i s  t h a t  t he y  shoul d  be based on t h i n k i n g ,  not  

f e e l i n g .  Ther e  can be no a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  answer  t o moral  

pr obl ems.  To a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  t h e r e  shoul d  be common 

moral  r u l e s ,  but  beyond t h i s  b a s i c  se t  o f  r u l e s ,  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  in h i s / h e r  own s i t u a t i o n  i s  r i g h t .  R i g h t n e s s  

cannot  a l ways be d e t e r mi n e d  by t he  d e s i r a b l e  consequences o f  

a c t i o n s .  At  t he  n e g a t i v e  end t he  b e l i e f  i s  t h a t  both  

t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  are i n v o l v e d  in moral  d e c i s i o n  mak i ng,  

and t h a t  consequences ar e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  in d e c i d i n g  what  to  

do.  A l t hough  i t  i s  up to t he  i n d i v i d u a l  to d e c i d e ,  m o r a l i t y  

shoul d  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y body  because t h e r e  can be one 

c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  t o moral  p r ob l e ms .

FACTOR 3

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 43 Ther e  are  some b a s i c  moral  r u l e s ,  t he  r e s t  ar e  up to  

the individual.
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. 42 The m a j o r i t y  d e c i d e s  on t he  r i g h t  s o l u t i o n  to moral  

p r o b l e m s .

. 38  The r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  t he one whi ch has d e s i r a b l e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 6 1  The r e  i s  no a b s o l u t e  r i g h t ,  e v e r yone  can be e q u a l l y  

r i g h t .

- . 6 0  The r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  we ought  t o do r e g a r d l e s s  of  

t he  consequences to o u r s e l v e s  or  o t h e r s .

- . 4 4  Ther e  ar e  agr eed moral  r u l e s  i n s o c i e t y .

- . 4 2  Both t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  ar e  i n v o l v e d  in a moral  

deci s i on.

Ther e  a r e  c l e a r  a f f i n i t i e s  bet ween t h i s  f a c t o r  and t he

p r e v i o u s  one.  P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  s t r e s s  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  

d e m o c r a t i c  or  m a j o r i t y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  r a t h e r  t han  

i n d i v i d u a l  or  u n i v e r s a l  r u l e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e r e  ar e  some

b a s i c  moral  r u l e s  whi ch ev e r y one  shoul d  t r y  to keep;  t he  r e s t

are  up to each pe r son .  A r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  one whi ch has 

d e s i r a b l e  consequences f o r  t he  per son or  per sons c o ncer ned .  

The n e g a t i v e  po l e  a l s o  says t h a t  t h e r e  are agr eed moral  r u l e s  

and t h a t  ev e r y one  can be e q u a l l y  r i g h t .  But  t h e r e  ar e  some 

t h i n g s  we ought  to do r e g a r d l e s s  of  t he  consequences .  When 

maki ng a moral  d e c i s i o n ,  bot h t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  are

i nvolved.
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F A C T O R  4
P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s
. 51 The r e  i s  a c o r r e c t  answer  t o moral  p r ob l ems.

. 47 I am r e l i g i o u s .

. 45 Moral  d e c i s i o n s  shoul d  be made by t h i n k i n g  and 

r e a s o n i n g .

. 36 Ther e  ar e  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s .

. 33 M o r a l i t y  shoul d  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y o n e .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 5 1  Moral  r u l e s  ar e  up to t he i n d i v i d u a l .

- . 4 5  M o r a l i t y  shoul d  not  be t he same f o r  e v e r y o n e .

- . 3 9  Ever yone  i s  e q u a l l y  r i g h t .  Ther e  i s  no one c o r r e c t  

answer  to moral  p r ob l ems .

- . 3 0  I was r e l i g i o u s  as a c h i l d ,  but  am not  r e l i g i o u s  now.

The p o s i t i v e  po l e  o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  t a k e s  t he most  a b s o l u t e  

s t ance  of  t he  f o u r  f a c t o r s .  Ther e  i s  one c o r r e c t  answer  to  

moral  pr obl ems and God may be t he sour ce  o f  r i g h t  r a t h e r  t han  

t he i n d i v i d u a l .  Reasoni ng and t h i n k i n g ,  not  f e e l i n g ,  w i l l  

produce a good moral  d e c i s i o n .  Ther e  are u n i v e r s a l  moral  

r u l e s  and m o r a l i t y  shoul d  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y o n e .  The 

o t h e r  end o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  i s  c l e a r l y  r e l a t i v i s t  or  s u b j e c t i v e .  

The i n d i v i d u a l  shoul d  de c i d e  on h i s  or  her  own m o r a l i t y  and 

each i n d i v i d u a l  can be r i g h t ,  because t h e r e  i s  not  one 

c o r r e c t  answer .  R e l i g i o n  has been r e j e c t e d ,  and t he source  

of  r i g h t  i s  w i t h  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  or  her  f e e l i n g s .
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I t  shoul d  be s t r e s s e d  aga i n  t h a t  t hese  f a c t o r s  shoul d  be 

r e g a r d e d  as s p e c u l a t i v e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o v e r l a p  o f  i deas  

between t hem,  and t h a t  t h e y  ar e  not  a l t o g e t h e r  c o h e r e n t .  

These 4 f a c t o r s  were r e l a t e d  to c e r t a i n  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s .  On 

F a c t o r  1 men were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more p o s i t i v e  and women

more n e g a t i v e  ( S i g .  . 0 0 4 ) .  The men,  t h e r e f o r e ,  were more

l i k e l y  t o v i ew moral  r u l e s  as d e c i d e d  w i t h i n  a group or  

s o c i e t y ,  t o d i s c o u n t  r e l i g i o n  and to c o n s i d e r  t he

consequences o f  a c t i o n s .  Women, on t he  o t h e r  hand,  were more 

l i k e l y  to v i ew moral  r u l e s  as u n i v e r s a l ,  to say t h e y  were  

r e l i g i o u s  and t h a t  what  was r i g h t  shoul d  be done r e g a r d l e s s  

of  t he consequences .  In summary,  on t h i s  f a c t o r ,  men 

s up por t e d  consensus and women were more a b s o l u t i s t  or

o b j e c t i v e .

Those t e a c h e r s  who t a u g h t  s c i e n c e ,  who we have a l r e a d y  found  

to have s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l owe r  scor e s  on WAS, were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

n e g a t i v e  on F a c t o r  3 ( S i g .  . 0 1 9 ) .  Tha t  i s ,  t he y  endor sed  

agr eed moral  r u l e s  but  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r yone  cou l d  be e q u a l l y  

r i g h t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t he y  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  f e e l i n g  was as 

i m p o r t a n t  as t h i n k i n g  in maki ng a moral  d e c i s i o n .  But  t h e r e  

are some t h i n g s  we ought  to do r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t he  

consequences .  Thus,  t he y  t end t o be in a mi d d l e  p o s i t i o n  

between o b j e c t i v i s m  and r e l a t i v i s m  as w e l l  as between  

i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y .

As f a r  as WAS scor es  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  t e a c h e r s  p o s i t i v e  on 

F a c t o r  4 scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r .  ( S i g .  . 0 3 5 ) .  The
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d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  F a c t o r  4 a t  i t s  p o s i t i v e  pol e  shows i t  to be 

t he most  a b s o l u t e  or  o b j e c t i v e  of  t he  f o u r  f a c t o r s .  Th i s  

f i t s  in w i t h  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  f o r  St age 4.  The i n d i v i d u a l  

i s l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t han s o c i e t y ' s  or  God' s l aw.  Ther e  are  

u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  whi ch a p p l y  t o e v e r yone  and moral  

d e c i s i o n s  shoul d  be based on r e a s o n i n g  and t h i n k i n g ,  r a t h e r  

t han f e e l i n g .

6 . 4 I n d i v i d u a l - s o c i a l  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s

The r esponses  to a number o f  t he  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  were such 

as to e x p r e ss  or  i mp l y  a c o n t r a s t  bet ween an u n d e r l y i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t he  one hand,  and on t he  o t h e r  

a s o c i e t a l  emphasi s in t he way m o r a l i t y  was u n d e r s t o o d .  Many 

t e a c h e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s t r u g g l e d  to e x p r e ss  a s y n t h e s i s  o f  

t hese  two p e r s p e c t i v e s .  The q u e s t i o n s  whi ch seemed to e l i c i t  

most  c l e a r l y  t hese  u n d e r l y i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  were numbered

1 , 3 , 4 , 5  and 13.  In o r d e r  to check w h e t h e r  t h e r e  were  

c o n s i s t e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  acr oss  t hese  q u e s t i o n s ,  t he  r esponses  

to them were i n t e r c o r r e l a t e d ,  and t he  r e s u l t i n g  m a t r i x  f a c t o r  

was a n a l y s e d .

Two s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  emer ged.  Ther e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  

sex d i f f e r e n c e  on e i t h e r  o f  t hese  f a c t o r s ,  nor  were t hey  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o t he  o r g a n i s m i c  v a r i a b l e s .  Ther e  was 

a l s o  no c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  or  w i t h  WAS. F a c t o r  

1 had hi gh p o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  r esponses  

acr oss  t he f i v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  as f o l l o w s : -
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F A C T O R  1
P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s
. 74 M o r a l i t y  i s  a p e r s o n a l  code f o r  l i v i n g .

. 60  My own moral  code s t r e s s e s  be i ng  honest  w i t h  m y s e l f

and s t a n d i n g  by what  I b e l i e v e .

. 53 We shoul d  be moral  f o r  our  own i n t e g r i t y  or

h a p p i n e s s .

. 47 Consc i ence  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  f e e l i n g ,  i n n e r  v o i c e  or

pe r s o na l  p h i l o s o p h y .

.41 A moral  pr obl em i s  a c o n f l i c t  or  d e c i s i o n  to be made

whi ch i s  based on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own v a l u e s  or  

consc i  e n c e .

Th i s  f a c t o r  t hus u n e q u i v o c a l l y  s t r e s s e s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  as 

moral  j udge  and moral  a g e n t ,  and t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s

c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  ove r  t hese  f i v e  q u e s t i o n s .

F a c t o r  2 emerged as b i p o l a r .  Ther e  were p o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  r esponses  t o two q u e s t i o n s ,  whi ch were a l s o  

p o s i t i v e  on F a c t o r  1.  Ther e  were n e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on

r esponses  to t he  r e m a i n i n g  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s .

FACTOR 2

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 76 A moral  pr obl em i s a c o n f l i c t  or  d e c i s i o n  to be made

whi ch i s  based on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own v a l u e s  or

c o n s c i e n c e .
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. 32 We shoul d  be moral  f o r  our  own i n t e g r i t y  and 

happi  n e s s .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 4 8  My moral  code s t r e s s e s  f a m i l y  l o y a l t y ,  obey i ng  t he  

l aw and g e n e r a l l y  c a r i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .

- . 3 4  Consc i ence  i s  l e a r n e d  f rom my u p b r i n g i n g  and what  i s  

a c c e p t a b l e  to s o c i e t y .

T h i s  f a c t o r  i s  h a r d e r  t o i n t e r p r e t .  I t  c l e a r l y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s no c o n s i s t e n t  s o c i e t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  acr oss t he  

q u e s t i o n s .  The p r e do mi na n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  acr oss  t hese  

q u e s t i o n s  i s  t hus i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  I t  i s n o t ,  however ,  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  equa t e d  by M a c I n t y r e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  w i t h  

s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and gr eed and whi ch he c l a i ms  i s r e s p o n s i b l e

f o r  t he breakdown of  m o r a l i t y  in our  s o c i e t y .  The

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t e a c h e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in F a c t o r  1,  i s an 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o f  p e r s o na l  i n t e g r i t y ,  honest y  and a c l e a r  

c o n s c i e n c e .

The t e n s i o n  bet ween i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  approaches to

m o r a l i t y ,  bot h in t h e o r y  and in p r a c t i c e ,  i s c o m p l i c a t e d  

because each appear s  t o c o n t a i n  e l e me n t s  of  t he  o t h e r .  The 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  approach o f  Kohl  b e r g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t  emphasi ses  t he  dev e l opment  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c o g n i t i o n  and

j u dgment ,  needs s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h i s  

deve l opment  o f  moral  autonomy t o o c c u r .  And t he  s o c i a l  

approach whi ch s t r e s s e s  t he i n f l u e n c e  of  s o c i a l  norms and
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a c c e p t a b i l i t y ,  has to i n c l u d e  a d e c i s i o n  by t he  i n d i v i d u a l  

t h a t  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  ar e  i m p o r t a n t .  The 

d i f f e r e n t  emphases c ou l d  a l s o  be r e l a t e d  t o p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e .  

To put  i t  somewhat  s i m p l i s t i c a l l y , some peopl e  ar e  more 

s o c i a b l e  t han o t h e r s .

W e i n r e i c h - H a s t e  has a t t e m p t e d  t o s y n t h e s i s e  t he  two ex t r eme

vi ews whi ch see m o r a l i t y  as e i t h e r  a t o t a l l y  i n d i v i d u a l

m a t t e r  or  a t o t a l l y  s o c i a l  phenomenon.

"As i n d i v i d u a l s  we comment p r e s c r i p t i v e l y  on t he
a c t i o n s  o f  o u r s e l v e s  and o t h e r s  .............. As members
of  s o c i e t y ,  we r e f l e c t  t he  c u l t u r a l  norms,  v a l u e s  
and assumpt i ons  o f  t he  s o c i e t y  i n whi ch we grow up 
and a f f i r m  and p e r p e t u a t e  them.  We are t hus  
engagi ng  in bot h an i n d i v i d u a l  and a s o c i a l
p r o c e s s . "  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p. 326)

I woul d s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  c u l t u r a l  norms do i mpi nge on

us a l l ,  we do not  n e c e s s a r i l y  " a f f i r m  and p e r p e t u a t e "  them.

Some peop l e  may not  r e c o g n i s e  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  a t  a l l ,  but

o t h e r s  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  and t hen r e j e c t  c u l t u r a l  norms.  There

are exampl es o f  bot h t hese  i m p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  F a c t o r  1.  In

f a c t ,  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  many s u b j e c t s  woul d p r o b a b l y

have e l i c i t e d  a more i n t e g r a t e d  v i ew o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  and a

s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  in moral  d e v e l o p me n t .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y

c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  one cannot  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  t he  o t h e r ,  but

not  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  has to be e i t h e r  one or  t he o t h e r .  I t  i s  a

compl ex m i x t u r e  o f  b o t h ,  w i t h  a s t r o n g e r  emphasi s on t he

i n d i v i d u a l  in some t h e o r i e s  and in t he  r esponses  o f  my

sampl e ,  and a s t r o n g e r  emphasi s on s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  in o t h e r s .

Ext reme forms of  each vi ew woul d t h e r e f o r e  appear  to be

mi s g u i d e d .  I n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  whi ch f oc u s s e s
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c o m p l e t e l y  on t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  whi ch  

sees i n d i v i d u a l  meani ng " s o l e l y  as a f u n c t i o n a l  r e f l e c t i o n  of  

p u b l i c  l a n g u a g e ,  c u l t u r a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s ,  or  t he  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of  p u b l i c  s e l f - p r e s e n t a t i o n "  ( i b i d .  p.  345)  are  but  two s i des  

of  t he  same c o i n .

The l o a d i n g s  on t he  i n d i v i d u a l - s o c i a l  d i mens i on  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

t h i s  t e n s i o n  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  in t e a c h e r s '  t h i n k i n g  about  

m o r a l i t y  t han t he  t e n s i o n  bet ween o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  

c o n c e p t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  per haps  not  s u r p r i s i n g .  The l a t t e r  

c o n c e p t i o n s  ar e  more p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and a b s t r a c t  ones ,  whereas  

t he f o r me r  ar e  r e a l  and e v e r y d a y  concer ns  f o r  t e a c h e r s  in  

s c h o o l .  Many t e a c h e r s  e x p r e s s  a commi tment  to t he  academi c  

and pe r s o na l  deve l opment  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ,  but  a t  t he  

same t i me a r e  wor k i n g  w i t h i n  a school  communi t y .  Ther e  are  

many oc c a s i o n s  when t he good o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  p u p i l  w i l l  

appear  to c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t he  good o f  t he  school  as a whol e .  

Th i s  w i l l  be c o r r o b o r a t e d  by da t a  f rom t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  to be p r e s e n t e d  in t he  ne x t  c h a p t e r .

6 . 5  C o r r e l a t i o n s  bet ween t he  two f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s

Th i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  be b r i e f  because t h e r e  were few s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet ween t he  o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  and t he  

i n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s .  Those r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  

were s i g n i f i c a n t  were a l l  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s .
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I n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  F a c t o r  1 c o r r e l a t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  w i t h  

o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  3 ( S i g .  . 0 4 ) .  Th i s  seems to be 

because bot h po l es  o f  t he l a t t e r  s t r e s s e d  agr eed moral  r u l e s  

and t h e r e f o r e  took an i n t e r p e r s o n a l ,  i f  not  a s o c i a l  v i e w,  

whereas t he  f o r me r  f a c t o r  s t r e s s e d  t he  j udgment  o f  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  moral  i n t e g r i t y .

I n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  F a c t o r  1 a l s o  c o r r e l a t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  w i t h  

o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  4 ( S i g .  . 0 3 ) .  F a c t o r  4 gave t he  

s t r o n g e s t  o b j e c t i v e / a b s o l u t e  ve r s us  s u b j e c t i v e / r e l a t i v e  

d i me n s i o n ,  w i t h  t he  l a t t e r  a t  t he  n e g a t i v e  p o l e ,  and 

s t r e s s i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c h o i c e  in m o r a l i t y .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  makes 

sense f o r  i t  to be c o r r e l a t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l /  

s o c i a l  F a c t o r  1,  whi ch a l s o  s t r e s s e s  i n d i v i d u a l  c h o i c e .  Th i s  

appear s  t o show t h a t  emphasi s on t he  i n d i v i d u a l  in one s e t  of  

answers i s  l i k e l y  t o suggest  emphasi s on t he  i n d i v i d u a l  in  

a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  answer s .

6 . 6 Concl us i on

As s e c t i o n  6 . 1  d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  s u b j e c t s  have g i v e n  a wide  

spr ead o f  r esponses  to t he e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  These  

r esponses  have p r o v i d e d  a t o t a l  u n i v e r s e  of  i d e a s .  The 

f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s  in t he  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  have  

been i n t e n d e d  to d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  ar e  d i s c e r n i b l e  

di mens i ons  t o t he  u n i v e r s e  o f  i deas  e x p r e s s e d  by t he  

s u b j e c t s .  They were a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o d i s c o v e r  wh e t h e r  t hese
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di mens i ons  r e l a t e d  to t he p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i deas  and d i mens i ons  

d i s c u s s e d  i n Ch a p t e r  2.  The outcome does s u g g e s t ,  over  t he  

whol e group o f  s u b j e c t s ,  a s l i g h t  t enden cy  f o r  c e r t a i n  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  to be p r e s e n t ,  t hough in a l oose  and 

i mp r e c i s e  f or m.  The c o n s i s t e n c y  hoped f o r  in my o r i g i n a l  

h y p o t h e s i s  i s  not  a p p a r e n t ,  though a few i n d i v i d u a l  per sons  

e x h i b i t e d  some c o n s i s t e n c y  in one or  o t h e r  o f  t he  c o n t r a s t i n g  

p e r s p e c t i  v e s .

O v e r a l l ,  t he  i n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  d i mens i on  o f  m o r a l i t y  appear ed  

to be somewhat  d omi na n t ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  l o o s e l y  d e f i n e d .  As 

not ed in Ch a p t e r  2,  t h i s  t e n s i o n  has been,  on t he  wh o l e ,  

n e g l e c t e d  by p h i l o s o p h e r s .  Most  p h i l o s o p h e r s  c o n s i d e r  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  to be t he  sour ce  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  and j udgment .  

The s u b j e c t s  in t h i s  s t udy  appear  to see more c l e a r l y  t he  

t e n s i o n  bet ween t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and t he  group or  s o c i e t y  

a l t h o u g h  t he  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  many o f  them do 

emphasi se i n d i v i d u a l  moral  aut onomy.  M o r a l i t y  i s  und e r s t o od  

as m a i n l y  r o o t e d  in t he  autonomous d e c i s i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

but  s o c i a l  agr eement  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  As a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  

t h i s  may be o f  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  t e a c h e r s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  concer ned  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n ' s  

deve l opment  w i t h i n  t he  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  s c h o o l .

The o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  d i mens i on  i s  even more l o o s e l y  

d e f i n e d  as t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  degr ee  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  and 

o v e r l a p  o f  i deas  bet ween t he  f a c t o r s  in t he  a n a l y s i s .  The 

main i mp r e s s i o n  i s  o f  c o n f u s i o n  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in
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i n d i v i d u a l s '  r esponses  t o t he  i n t e r v i e w .  Where t h e r e  was 

c o n s i s t e n c y ,  i t  was not  n e c e s s a r i l y  caused by moral  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  but  per haps by a t t a c h m e n t  to o t h e r  b e l i e f s  in 

whi ch a moral  a t t i t u d e  can be embedded,  such as p o l i t i c a l  or  

r e l i g i o u s  v i e ws .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  most  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  

appear  to have r o o t s  in t he  i n t u i t i o n s  o f  most  s u b j e c t s .

Ther e  a r e ,  in a d d i t i o n ,  c e r t a i n  i n c i d e n t a l  f i n d i n g s  whi ch are  

wor t h  summar i s i ng h e r e .

1.  There  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bet ween t he e t h i c a l  

q u e s t i o n s  and t he sex ,  age or  l e n g t h  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

of  s u b j e c t s .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  to scor es  on WAS have been 

r e p o r t e d  in t he  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r .

2.  On Qu e s t i o n  8,  t hose  who t a u g h t  in t he  l a r g e  Hu ma n i t i e s  

group were more l i k e l y  to t a k e  a r e l a t i v i s t  s t ance  by say i ng  

t h a t  e v e r y b o d y ' s  o p i n i o n  i s  e q u a l l y  r i g h t  ( S i g .  . 0 1 2 ) .

3.  On Qu e s t i o n  9,  t e a c h e r s  o f  younger  c h i l d r e n  were l e a s t  

l i k e l y  and t e a c h e r s  o f  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  were most  l i k e l y  t o say 

t h a t  t he  r i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  t he one whi ch has d e s i r a b l e  

consequences ( S i g .  . 0 4 5 ) .

4.  Men were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more p o s i t i v e  on O b j e c t i v e /  

S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  1 and women s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more n e g a t i v e  

( S i g .  . 0 0 4 ) .

5.  Sc i ence  t e a c h e r s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  n e g a t i v e  on 

O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  3 ( S i g .  . 0 1 9 ) .

6.  Tea cher s  who were p o s i t i v e  on O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  

4 had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  scor es  on WAS ( S i g .  . 0 3 5 ) .
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7.  The I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  F a c t o r s  1 and 2 were not  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to t he  o r g a n i s m i c  v a r i a b l e s .

8.  I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  F a c t o r  1 c o r r e l a t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  w i t h  

O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  3 ( S i g .  . 0 4 ) .

9.  I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  F a c t o r  1 a l s o  c o r r e l a t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  

w i t h  O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r  4 ( S i g .  . 0 3 ) .
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7 . 1  Qu e s t i o n  1: Moral  Deve l opment

The answers to be r e p o r t e d  i n t h i s  c h a p t e r  ar e  t hose to t he  

f o u r  open q u e s t i o n s  asked i n t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  As d i s c us s e d  

i n Ch a p t e r  4 t he  q u e s t i o n s  t h e ms e l v e s  were f r e q u e n t l y  

u n d e r s t o od  d i f f e r e n t l y  by s u b j e c t s ,  and t he  r esponses  v a r i e d  

f rom b r i e f  not es  t o l ong and t hor ough  e s s a y s .  The a n a l y s i s  

was c o m p l i c a t e d  by t he  f a c t  t h a t  s u b j e c t s  co u l d  not  be asked  

to e x p l a i n  f u r t h e r  what  t h e y  meant  by c e r t a i n  p h r a s e s .  There  

were a ga i n  i m p l i c i t  assumpt i ons  about  t he  n a t u r e  of  m o r a l i t y  

and a f u r t h e r  assumpt i on  t h a t  t hese  assumpt i ons  were common 

or  s ha r e d .  Ther e  was a l s o  c r i t i c i s m  by some s u b j e c t s  o f  

assumpt i ons  t he y  c o n s i d e r e d  to be i m p l i c i t  i n t he  q u e s t i o n s  

and whi ch t h e y  r e j e c t e d .  Th i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  case w i t h  

t he  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  and,  w i t h  h i n d s i g h t ,  I t h i n k  i t  mi ght  

have been phr ased  more c a r e f u l l y ,  and d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 

q u e s t i o n s  c l e a r l y  s p e c i f y i n g  f i r s t l y  t he  p o s i t i v e ,  and 

s e c ond l y  t he  n e g a t i v e ,  i n f l u e n c e s  on moral  dev e l o pmen t .  For  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  and t he  ne x t  one,  i t  was o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to  

de c i d e  w h e t h e r  a r esponse  was p o s i t i v e  or  n e g a t i v e  un l ess  

s p e c i f i e d  in a l i s t  by t he  r e s p o n d e n t .  On such o c c a s i o n s ,  I 

count ed  t he  r esponse  as bot h p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e .  For  

exa mpl e ,  a t e a c h e r  mi g h t  w r i t e  " F a m i l y  i n f l u e n c e  i m p o r t a n t " ,  

and t h i s  woul d be c l a s s i f i e d  as i m p l i c i t l y  bot h p o s i t i v e  and 

n e g a t i v e .  Tea c he r s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more l i k e l y  t o r a t e  

s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  ( S i g .  . 0 0 4 )  and H a b i t  ( S i g .  . 0 1 4 )  as both  

p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  t han o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s .
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I t  was p o s s i b l e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o make a c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  of  

t he answers t o t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  and d e t a i l s  are g i v e n  in t he  

f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e .  Each s u b j e c t  ment i o ne d  s e v e r a l  i t e ms .  I t  

is n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  t he  c a t e g o r i e s  were more o f t e n  seen in a 

p o s i t i v e  t han a n e g a t i v e  l i g h t .

Qu e s t i o n  1 Coul d you suggest  r easons  why some c h i l d r e n  

become a d u l t s  who t r y  to keep t o c e r t a i n  moral  

s t a n d a r d s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  do not?

T a b l e  7 ( 1 ) :  I n f l u e n c e s  on moral  dev e l opment

No. of  
p o s i t i v e  
ment i  ons

% of  
sample

No . of  
n e g a t i v e  
ment i  ons

% of
sample

1. The f a m i l y . 73 8 1 . 1 35 3 8 . 9

2. School  . 41 4 5 . 6 14 1 5 . 6

3. P e e r - g r o u p . 30 3 3 . 3 13 14 . 4

4. So c i a l  f a c t o r s . 29 3 2 . 2 17 1 8 . 9

5. R e l i g i o n . 24 2 6 . 7 0 0

6. The s e l f . 19 2 1 . 1 11 12 . 2

7. H a b i t . 13 1 4 . 4 2 2 . 2

8. G e n e t i c  f a c t o r s . 13 1 4 . 4 5 5 . 6

9. The medi a . 9 10 6 6 . 7

10. A f f e c t i v e  f a c t o r s , 6 6 . 7 6 5 . 6

11. M i s c e l l a n e o u s . 14 1 5 . 6 3 3 . 3

12. D o n ' t  know/ no answer 6 6 . 7

From1 t h i s  t a b l e  i t  i s c l e a r  t h a t t he  f a m i l y was c o n s i d e r e d  by

t e a c h e r s  t o be t he  s t r o n g e s t  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  d e v e l o p me n t .
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f rom both a p o s i t i v e  and a n e g a t i v e  p o i n t  o f  v i ew.  They d i d  

not  c o n s i d e r  what  i s  in p a r t  t h e i r  own i n f l u e n c e ,  in s c h o o l ,  

to be as i m p o r t a n t .  Durkhei m ( 1 9 6 1 )  in c o n t r a s t ,  u n d e r v a l u e d  

t he  r o l e  o f  t he  f a m i l y  and s t r e s s e d  t he  c r i t i c a l  i mp or t an ce  

of  s c h o o l i n g .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o not e  t he  low p o s i t i o n  

accor ded  to t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  med i a ,  bot h p o s i t i v e  and 

n e g a t i v e .  Ther e  has been much p u b l i c i t y  g i ven  to t he  

supposed n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on c h i l d r e n  o f  t he medi a ,  but  

t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t he  f a m i l y ,  t he  s c h o o l ,  t he  

p e e r - g r o u p ,  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and o t h e r  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  

a l l  have a more n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  deve l opment  t han  

t he  med i a .  R e l i g i o n  i s  t he  o n l y  i n f l u e n c e  c o n s i d e r e d  to be 

e n t i r e l y  p o s i t i v e .

1.  The f a m i l y

Ac c or d i ng  to t he  t e a c h e r s ,  a f a m i l y  whi ch has a b e n e f i c i a l

moral  i n f l u e n c e  on c h i l d r e n  i s  one where p a r e n t s  se t  a good

exa mpl e ,  t r e a t  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  f a i r n e s s  and k i n d n e s s ,  d i scus s

moral  i s s ue s  and r u l e s  w i t h  them,  and g i v e  them l o v e ,

s e c u r i t y  and t r u s t .  Onl y  a few r e s p o n d e n t s  ment i oned

s t r i c t n e s s  and f a i r  pun i s hme nt .

Home backgr ounds whi ch encour age  c h i l d r e n  t o t h i n k  
about  why t h e y  have t ak en  c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e s /  
b e h a v i o u r s  w i l l  enc our age  t he  moral  dev e l o pment  of  
c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  does not  o n l y  i n c l u d e  e x p l i c i t  
d i s c u s s i o n s  or  i n s t r u c t i o n s  but  a l s o  i m p l i c i t  
b e h a v i o u r s  and a t t i t u d e s  on t he  p a r t  o f  members of  
t he f a m i l y  t owar ds  each o t h e r .

A c h i l d  exposed to t he  i d e a l s  o f  h o n e s t y ,  s h a r i n g ,  
t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  f a i r  p l a y  and r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  more l i k e l y  become an a d u l t  who 
w i l l  uphol d t hese  v a l u e s .
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I n f l u e n c e  o f  p a r e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of  mot her  in 
e a r l y  y e a r s ,  f a m i l y  cohes i on  and r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
s i b l i n g s  - l e a ds  c h i l d  to become aware o f  f a m i l y  
and s o c i e t y ' s  moral  v a l u e s .

C a r i n g ,  r e s p o n s i v e  p a r e n t s  ar e  more l i k e l y  to  
dev e l o p  ' mor a l  s t a n d a r d s '  t h a t  ar e  per manent .  They  
need to ' t e a c h '  by exampl e  and have ' r e a s o n e d '  w i t h  
t h e i r  y o u n g s t e r s  r a t h e r  t han l a y i n g  down t he l aw,  
bei ng t oo p u r i t a n i c a l  or  i n d i f f e r e n t .

I f  p a r e n t s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  impose s t a n d a r d s  on 
o f f s p r i n g  and p r a i s e  t he  c h i l d  when h e / she  does as 
e x p e c t e d ,  t hen t h a t  c h i l d  i s  more l i k e l y  to  
i n t e r n a l i s e  t he s e  mor a l s  t han t he  c h i l d  whose 
p a r e n t s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  in t h e i r  own b e h a v i o u r  and 
e x p e c t a t i o n s .

Many of  t hese  comments seem to r e p r e s e n t  an i d e a l  f a m i l y ,  and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i d e a l  p a r e n t s .  A l t hough  most  o f  us f a i l  to  

r each i d e a l s ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t he c a s e ,  as one r e s p o nde nt  

n o t e s ,  t h a t  most  f a m i l i e s  do t h e i r  be s t  t o t each  c h i l d r e n  t he  

d i f f e r e n c e  bet ween r i g h t  and wrong.  Mot her s  wa t c h i n g  

c h i l d r e n  a t  p l a y ,  even b e f o r e  t he  c h i l d r e n  can t a l k ,  

f r e q u e n t l y  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  b e h a v i o u r  w i t h  each o t h e r .  T h i s ,  I 

woul d s u g g e s t ,  happens r e g a r d l e s s  of  t he  m o t h e r ' s  own moral  

exampl e or  b e h a v i o u r .  And some mo t h e r s ,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  in an 

i n f a n t  c o n f l i c t ,  w i l l  s up p o r t  h i t t i n g  back ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w i l l  

not .

Th i s  s o r t  o f  par adox  i s  e v i d e n t  among t e a c h e r s ,  f o r  t he  v e r y

b e h a v i o u r s  r a t e d  p o s i t i v e  by some,  were r a t e d  n e g a t i v e  by

o t h e r s ,  s t r i c t n e s s  f o r  exampl e .

F a m i l i e s  cou l d  e x e r t  so much p r e s s u r e  upon c h i l d r e n  
to conf orm t h a t  t he y  r e a c t  a g a i n s t  t he  p r e s s u r e  in 
an e f f o r t  to a s s e r t  t h e i r  i nd e pe nde nc e .
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I f  moral  s t a n d a r d s  ar e  e x t r e m e l y  r i g i d  and l e d  to  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ,  maybe t h i s  cou l d  l e a d  to
u n c e r t a i n t y  and r e j e c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  moral  
s t a n d a r d s  in a d u l t h o o d .

Thus t he moral  s t a n d a r d s  imposed by p a r e n t s  cou l d  be r e j e c t e d

or  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t .  Many t e a c h e r s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  d i s r u p t e d

or  v i o l e n t  homes as w e l l  as a ' ba d '  or  i n c o n s i s t e n t  p a r e n t a l

exampl e or  l a c k  of  t r a i n i n g  woul d a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t he moral

deve l opment  o f  c h i l d r e n .

V i o l e n c e ,  d e p r i v a t i o n  or  o t h e r  u p h e a v a l s  a t  home 
mean " c o n s c i e n c e "  does not  d e v e l o p  as i t  does in  
o t h e r s .

M a j o r ,  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s a b l e  r eason i s  l a c k  of  
t r a i n i n g  in moral  s t a n d a r d s  by p a r e n t s .

I f  e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e s  are  bad,  per haps p a r e n t s  
showing l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o t h e r s  and 
the  r i g h t s  o f  p r o p e r t y  of  o t h e r s ,  t hen I t h i n k  t h a t  
c h i l d r e n  exposed to t h i s  f a i r l y  n e g a t i v e  code w i l l  
adopt  s i m i l a r  v a l u e s .  R e a l l y  i t  i s  a l a c k  of  
v a l u e s .

Where a f a m i l y  i s  unempl oyed or  in bad hou s i ng ,  
c h i l d r e n  may e x p e r i e n c e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o a u t h o r i t y ,  
ha s s l e s  w i t h  p o l i c e ,  e t c .  whi ch do not  equ a t e  w i t h  
the  messages t h e y  ge t  f rom s c h o o l .

Onl y  one t e a c h e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  " br oken homes" d i d  not

n e c e s s a r i l y  mean l owe r  s t a n d a r d s ,  as i s  assumed a l s o  by many

p u b l i c  f i g u r e s .  ( I  not e  t h a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  were not  ment i oned

as a moral  i n f l u e n c e ! )

One p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  o f t e n  have c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
and t h e i r  i n c r e a s e  in numbers does not  n e c e s s a r i l y
r e f l e c t  i t s e l f  i n l owe r  s t a n d a r d s .

The h i gh count  f o r  f a m i l y  i n f l u e n c e  i s  p a r t l y  e x p l a i n e d  by

t he v i ew o f  many t e a c h e r s  t h a t  such i n f l u e n c e  i s  both

p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e .

C h i l d r e n  l e a r n  both p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  moral  
s t a n d a r d s  f rom t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and t he exampl e ,  both  
good and bad,  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  b e h a v i o u r .



- 256 -

I wonder  w h e t h e r  i t  mi ght  a l s o  sug ges t  some b u c k - p a s s i n g  by

t e a c h e r s  t o  p a r e n t s .  One t e a c h e r  commented t h a t  i t  was

s u r p r i s i n g  how many c h i l d r e n  d i d  grow up to obser ve  moral

s t a n d a r d s  g i v e n  t h e i r  poor  r o l e  model s in home and s c h o o l .

Those who s t a t e  what  moral  s t a n d a r d s  a c t u a l l y  ar e  ment i on

h o n e s t y ,  f a i r n e s s ,  t r u t h f u l -  ness ,  c a r i n g  and r e s p e c t  f o r

o t h e r s ,  a l l  o f  whi ch I woul d suggest  make up t he common or

shar ed or  assumed cor e  o f  m o r a l i t y .  Or a t  l e a s t  t he  i d e a l  or

t h e o r y  of  m o r a l i t y ,  f o r  our  p r a c t i c e  o f  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  f a r

f rom t hese  i d e a l s .  As one t e a c h e r  put  i t

To keep to a moral  s t a n d a r d  means one i s  a
h y p o c r i t e .

2.  School

The i n f l u e n c e  of  t he  school  was r a t e d  t he  second most  

i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e ,  but  a l s o  a r e l a t i v e l y  hi gh  

n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  d e v e l o p me n t ,  t hough ma r k e d l y  l e s s  

n e g a t i v e  t han t he  f a m i l y .

L i k e  p a r e n t s  in t he  f a m i l y ,  and per haps  t h i n k i n g  o f  t e a c h e r s  

i n t h e i r  ' i n  l oco  p a r e n t i s '  r o l e ,  t he  t e a c h e r  as a r o l e  model  

or  moral  exampl e  was c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t ,  as were c a r i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and f a i r n e s s .  Some r e s p o n d e n t s  s t r e s s e d  

d i s c i p l i n e  and puni shment  more h e a v i l y  t han o t h e r s ,  who were  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  use i t .  However ,  many t e a c h e r s  were dubi ous  

w h e t h e r  t hey  c ou l d  a f f e c t  n e g a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  a l r e a d y  formed  

a t  home.

In s c h o o l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r i m a r y  and i n f a n t  ( 4 - 1 1 ) ,  
t he i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  t e a c h e r  and d e v e l o p i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t he  c l a s s  r e s u l t s  in c e r t a i n  
r u l e s  and c o n f o r m i t y .
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Onl y l i k e l y  to m o d i f y  an e x i s t i n g  code and i nduce  a 
more open and q u e s t i o n i n g  a t t i t u d e  r a t h e r  t han f orm  
t he b a s i s  o f  a p u p i l ' s  own moral  s t a n d a r d s .

School s  and p a r e n t s  need t o work t o g e t h e r  as a team 
so t h a t  t he  s t u d e n t  does not  r e c e i v e  c o n f l i c t i n g  
mes s a ge s .

C h i l d r e n  ar e  q u i c k  t o spot  i n s i n c e r i t y  and o f t e n  
' a c t i o n s  speak l o u d e r  t han wor ds '  i s  t r u e .  Mut ua l  
r e s p e c t  bet ween t e a c h e r s  and p u p i l s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  a h e a l t h y  a t mos phe r e .

C o n f o r m i t y  t o r u l e s  and school  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  seen as p o s i t i v e

by some t e a c h e r s ,  was seen as n e g a t i v e  by o t h e r s .

I t  i s  m o r a l l y  i n h i b i t i n g  t o encour age  c o n f o r m i t y  
because t h i s  i n h i b i t s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and t he  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  moral  aut onomy.

T ea cher s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  school s  where t h e r e

was one s t a n d a r d  f o r  t e a c h e r s  and a n o t h e r  f o r  p u p i l s ,  where

t e a c h e r s  d i d  not  p r a c t i c e  what  t h e y  p r e a c h e d ,  or  where t hey

di d  not  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t he  school  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  moral

s t r u c t u r e  or  i n s t i t u t i o n .

Are schoo l s  moral  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  One cou l d  be v e r y  
t empt ed to say no! whi ch i s r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e  as 
some y o u n g s t e r s  woul d b e n e f i t  f rom a s t r o n g  moral  
i n p u t  ( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  may be)  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
s c h o o l i n g .

C h i l d r e n s '  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  school  may c r e a t e  
c o n f u s i o n  by p r o c l a i m i n g  a se t  o f  moral  s t a n d a r d s  
( somet i mes in a r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t )  whi ch ar e  t hen  
not  put  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t he  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t he  
school  or  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between s t a f f  and s t a f f  
or  p u p i l s  and s t a f f .

S i nce  t he  t o p i c  of  t he  moral  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  school  i s  more

f u l l y  cov er ed  in answers to t he  ne x t  q u e s t i o n  on moral

e d u c a t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  not  be f u r t h e r  d e a l t  w i t h  h e r e .  I n sum,

the answers in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  r e p r e s e n t  t he  t e a c h e r s '  v i ew

t h a t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  on c h i l d r e n  i s  much l e s s  t han t h a t  o f

the f a m i l y .
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3.  P e e r - g r o u p

T a b l e  7 ( 1 )  shows t h a t  t he  p e e r - g r o u p  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by

t e a c h e r s  to be l e s s  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  both p o s i t i v e l y  and

n e g a t i v e l y ,  on c h i l d r e n ' s  moral  d e v e l o p me n t ,  t han t he  f a m i l y

or  t he  s c h o o l .  However ,  f r e q u e n t l y  a l l  t h r e e  were ment i oned

t o g e t h e r ,  a l ong w i t h  t he  nex t  c a t e g o r y  o f  o t h e r  s o c i a l

f a c t o r s ,  as maki ng up t he  ge n e r a l  sum of  c h i l d h o o d  i n f l u e n c e s

whi ch were d i f f i c u l t  to assess s e p a r a t e l y .  Agai n c o n t r a r y

t o p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t he  moral  i n f l u e n c e  of

t he  p e e r - g r o u p  to be more p o s i t i v e  t han n e g a t i v e .

Some may be s e t  an exa mpl e ,  i . e .  t h r ough  home 
backgr ound or  p e e r - g r o u p  whi ch sees a c c e p t a n c e  of  
moral  s t a n d a r d s  as d e s i r a b l e .

The p e e r - g r o u p  can work in both d i r e c t i o n s ,  r a i s i n g  
t he  moral  s t a n d a r d s  o f  some p u p i l s  who ge t  in w i t h  
a ' good'  group and t he  r e v e r s e  can a l s o  happen.

C h i l d r e n  l ook a t  t he  end r e s u l t s  o f  t he  mor a l s  kept  
by t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  and f i n d  t h i s  more 
a t t r a c t i v e .

T e a c he r s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  aware t h a t  f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  t he

i n f l u e n c e  cou l d  be e i t h e r  way,  per haps dependi ng on o t h e r

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s .

A weak f a m i l y  u n i t  may l e a d  to a s t r o n g  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  p e e r - g r o u p .  In 
such a case t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  domi nant  member  
w i l l  shape t he  moral  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t he  whol e gr oup.

The n e g a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  about  t he p e e r - g r o u p  were t hus o f t e n

a l o n g s i d e  p o s i t i v e  ones.

Somet i mes p u p i l s  who come f rom ' good'  homes but  
whose academi c a b i l i t y  does not  match t h a t  o f  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  and t he  p u p i l  i s  una b l e  to a c h i e v e  t he  
success t he p a r e n t s  a n t i c i p a t e d  ge t  in w i t h  an 
' u n s u i t a b l e '  p e e r - g r o u p  and t he p r e s s u r e  to r e j e c t  
t he  moral  code i s  much g r e a t e r .



- 259 -

The f r i e n d s h i p  group o f  a c h i l d  w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  
moral  deve l opment  e i t h e r  by c h a l l e n g i n g  b e l i e f s  and 
b e h a v i o u r s  or  by r e i n f o r c i n g  them.  The i n d i v i d u a l  
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  b e l i e f s  may e i t h e r  compromi se them 
f o r  t he  sake o f  t he  f r i e n d s h i p  or  r e t a i n  the  
b e l i e f s  and l e a v e  t he f r i e n d s h i p  gr oup.

So c i a l  f a c t o r s

As a l r e a d y  me n t i o n e d ,  t he s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a c h i l d  was

o f t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  in g e n e r a l  t e r ms .

Ther e  i s  d i v e r s i t y  of  s t a n d a r d s  because o f  the  
uni que  i n t e r p l a y  bet ween t he v a r i o u s  s o c i a l i s i n g  
a g e n c i e s / f o r c e s  and t he  se t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s / e v e n t s  
t h a t  each i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and r e a c t s  t o .

Ther e  were however ,  a l s o  some f a c t o r s  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  whi ch

were not  cov er ed  by o t h e r s .  For  exampl e ,  t he i n f l u e n c e  of

c u l t u r e ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  gender  and p r o f e s s i o n .  Al so  s o c i e t y

i t s e l f  was me n t i o n e d ,  p e o p l e ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  in i t  and t he

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i t  d i d  or  d i d  not  a f f o r d  them.

M i d d l e  c l a s s  v a l u e s  show g r e a t  concer n  f o r  p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  ( because  t h e y  own most  o f  i t  and see t h i s  
as m o r a l l y  c o r r e c t )  wher eas  wo r k i n g  c l a s s  v a l u e s  
may show l i t t l e  concer n  f o r ,  or  even c o n s i d e r  
i mmor a l ,  t he  owner sh i p  of  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  whi ch  
e x c l u d e s  them.

Peopl e  who f i n d  t h e ms e l v e s  in p o s i t i o n s  of  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  may f e e l  bound to uphol d hi gh l e v e l s  
of  m o r a l i t y .

They may b e l i e v e  t h a t  in k ee p i ng  moral  s t a n d a r d s  
t he y  ar e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o t he  w e l l - b e i n g  of  s o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e .  They may do t h i s  because o f ,  or  in s p i t e  
o f ,  o t h e r  p r e s s u r e s .

By a t t e m p t i n g  to l i v e  by t hese  s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  can 
r eap p o s i t i v e  r ewar ds  in t erms o f  j o b ,  f a m i l y ,  
s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e ,  e t c .  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t he  s t a n d a r d s  
ar e  t hose  t h a t  ' s o c i e t y '  put s  f o r w a r d .

D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  s o c i e t y  a n d / o r  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  i t  were

the most  common r easons  g i v e n  f o r  a n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e

in t h i s  c a t e g o r y .
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Some c h i l d r e n  adopt  v a l u e s  whi ch t he y  know and f e e l  
w i l l  g i v e  them t he  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  s o c i e t y  in 
g e n e r a l .

Some c u l t u r e s  encour age  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
s t a n d a r d s  are t h e r e  to be br oke n .

I t  may be t h a t  in t h e i r  l i m i t e d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
the k ee p i ng  o f  any moral  s t a n d a r d  was not
commonpl ace .

Sheer  r e b e l l i o n  - f r e e i n g  t h emse l ves  f rom s o c i e t y ' s  
e n f o r c e d  r u l e s  whi ch t h e y  f i n d  d o e s n ’ t  a l l o w  them 
' f r e e  expr e ss  i on ' .

The e n v i r o n me n t  may p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
t e m p t a t i o n .

5 . R e l i g i o n

About  a q u a r t e r  o f  t e a c h e r s  in t h i s  s t udy  saw r e l i g i o n  as a

b e n e f i c i a l  moral  i n f l u e n c e  on c h i l d r e n .  None o f  them

c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  was n e g a t i v e .

A b a l a nc e d  C h r i s t i a n  u p b r i n g i n g  does not  ' push '  t he  
moral  s t a n d a r d  e l e me n t  but  by exampl e as a way of  
l i f e  t eache s  t h a t  moral  s t a n d a r d s  produce a b e t t e r  
s o c i e t y ,  a s o c i a l l y  b a l a n c e d  and happy l i f e .

Those w i t h  a s t r i c t  r e l i g i o u s  u p b r i n g i n g  and a 
h i g h l y  dev e l oped  c o n s c i e n c e  ar e  more l i k e l y  t o keep  
moral  s t a n d a r d s .

A f f i l i a t i o n  to a chur ch or  you t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
a t t a c h e d  to i t .

R e l i g i o n  can r e i n f o r c e  moral  s t a n d a r d s .

6.  The s e l f

A l t hough  t h i s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e r e  i s  a sense in 

whi ch i t  o v e r l a p s  w i t h  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  f o l l o w i n g  e s p e c i a l l y

g e n e t i c  and a f f e c t i v e  f a c t o r s .  T h i s  i s  because moral

s t a n d a r d s  ar e  seen to r e s i d e  in an i n d i v i d u a l  r esponse  to  

o t h e r  i n f l u e n c e s ,  r a t h e r  t han in t he  e a r l i e r  and more h i g h l y
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r a t e d  c a t e g o r i e s ,  as imposed f rom o u t s i d e .  However ,  t h i s

d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  not  c l e a r  enough t o be c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t

h e r e .

Moral  s t a n d a r d s  ar e  adopt ed f o r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  s e l f -

p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  or  s e l f - e n h a n c e m e n t  or  d e v e l o p me n t ,  or  f o r

t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  use.  These were r a t e d  e i t h e r  p o s i t i v e  or

n e g a t i v e  by t he  t e a c h e r s  who ment i o ned  them.

Some pe o p l e  seem to l e a r n  to dev e l o p  t h e i r  own moral  
s t a n d a r d s ,  hav i ng  acc e p t e d  or  r e j e c t e d  t hose  on 
o f f e r  f rom p a r e n t s ,  school  and s o c i e t y ;  t hese  would  
appear  to be l i k e l y  to be adher ed t o .

Moral  growt h w i l l  o n l y  be e v i d e n t  when a c h i l d  
de c i de s  not  o n l y  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  moral  b e l i e f  i s  
RIGHT but  a l s o  t h a t  t h a t  b e l i e f  i s  a p r a c t i c a l
p o s s i b i l i t y  t o hol d  and o p e r a t e .

Some c h i l d r e n  adapt  t he ms e l v e s  to s i t u a t i o n s  as t hey  
occur  and dev e l op  a code o f  b e h a v i o u r  whi ch has 
s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  i t s  h e a r t .  These c h i l d r e n  are  
a f r a i d  o f  t he r ough ,  c h a o t i c  n a t u r e  o f  l i f e  around  
t hem.

The a b i l i t y  to keep moral  s t a n d a r d s  may r e f l e c t
pe r sona l  q u a l i t i e s  such as s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .

S e l f - i n t e r e s t  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  as we saw in Ch a p t e r  6,  Qu e s t i o n

11,  i s  seen both as n e c e s s a r y  t o m o r a l i t y  and o p e r a t i n g

a ga i ns t  i t .

Ki ds go o f f  t he  r a i l s  due to t he  s e l f i s h n e s s  and 
m a t e r i a l i s m  b e f o r e  t h e i r  eyes .

Maybe some have nev er  t h o u g h t  about  ' m o r a l '  
s t a n d a r d s  as such,  c o u l d n ' t  a t t e m p t  t o d e f i n e  them 
and t h e r e f o r e  t he  i dea  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s .

Lack o f  c h a r a c t e r  dev e l opment  - unab l e  to t a k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o n e ' s  own b e h a v i o u r ,  and t o t a l l y  
unaware o f  e f f e c t  on o t h e r s .

Immoral  p r a c t i c e  may have proved t o be more 
r e w a r d i n g .  S t e a l i n g ,  l y i n g ,  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o u r ,  
sexual  i m m o r a l i t y ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  comments about  o t h e r  
p e o p l e ,  g o s s i p i n g ,  t h r o w i n g  t a n t r u m s ,  e t c .  a l l  have 
r e w a r d s .
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7.  H a b i t

The i n f e r e n c e  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  of  r esponses  i s  t h a t  moral

t r a i n i n g  or  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  w i l l  l e a d  to t he  h a b i t u a l  p r a c t i c e

of  moral  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  c l o s e s t  to t he  s o c i a l

l e a r n i n g  or  c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h e o r y .

T r a i n i n g ,  p r e - c o n d i t i o n i n g  in c h i l d h o o d .

L e a r n e d / a c q u i r e d / t a u g h t  d u r i n g  c h i l d h o o d .

M o r a l i t y  r e s t s  in a s e r i e s  of  g e n e r a l i s e d  a t t i t u d e s  
and h a b i t s .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  "moral  s t a n d a r d s "  ar e  l e a r n e d  
r esponses  f rom many s o u r c e s .

8.  G e n e t i c  f a c t o r s

14.4% of  t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  h e r e d i t y  was a p o s i t i v e  

i n f l u e n c e  on moral  dev e l opment  and 5.6% c o n s i d e r e d  i t  cou l d  

be a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .

As d i s c u s s e d  in Ch ap t e r  3,  s o c i o b i o l o g i s t s  seem not  to have 

addr essed  t he l a t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  as t h e y  v i ew p o s i t i v e  

m o r a l i t y  l i k e  c a r i n g  f o r  k i n  and a l t r u i s m  to be i n h e r i t e d  in 

our  genes.  Eysenck,  however ,  does c o n s i d e r  t h e r e  i s  a 

g e n e t i c  ba s i s  to c r i me in c e r t a i n  p e o p l e ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and 

c o n d i t i o n a b i l i t y .  I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a m a t t e r  f o r  debat e  

whe t he r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  a t  a l l  i n h e r i t e d ,  but  I have 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n c l u d e d  me nt i o ns  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  in t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .

Ther e  i s  an i n h e r e n t  t e nde n c y  to a c c e p t  or  r e j e c t  
s o c i e t y ' s  t e n e t s .  I am not  here a d v o c a t i n g  t he  
' o r i g i n a l  s i n '  t h e s i s  -  i t  i s  me r e l y  my o p i n i o n
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t h a t  some c h i l d r e n / p e o p l e  w i l l  dev e l o p  i n t o  the  
' c o n s c i e n c e l e s s '  m i n o r i t y  w h a t e v e r  t h e i r
upbr inging.

Each c h i l d  has h i s / h e r  own i n b u i l t  n a t u r e .

M o r a l i t y  r e f l e c t s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  dev e l opment  of  
p o t e n t i a l  in e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e r ms .

C e r t a i n  b i o l o g i c a l  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  and d i s a b i l i t i e s  
a f f e c t  t he  moral  s t a n d a r d s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  
some c h i l d r e n .

There  may w e l l  be many p h y s i o l o g i c a l  r easons why 
some peopl e  ar e  d i f f i c u l t / d e l i n q u e n t ,  e . g .  
c r i m i n a l i t y  has been r e l a t e d  t o chromosomal  
a b n o r m a l i t i e s .  What  was seen in t he pa s t  as moral  
f a i l i n g  may w e l l  be beyond t he  c o n t r o l  o f  the  
v i c t i m .

And,  a g a i n s t  t h i s  v i ew.

I t  i s  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  i n h e r i t  t h e i r  
p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  to be moral  f rom t h e i r  f o r b e a r s .  
Thi s  p o i n t  o f  v i ew s u i t s  t hose  who b e n e f i t  f rom 
i n h e r i t e d  w e a l t h  and power .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  to 
be v a l i d .

Some peopl e  ar e  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  amor a l .

9.  The media

As a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  a t t a c k s  on t he  med i a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

t e l e v i s i o n ,  f o r  i t s  n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e ,  have been

w i d e s p r e a d .  I t  i s t h e r e f o r e  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s ,  in a

good p o s i t i o n  due t o t h e i r  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  to

assess t he  i n f l u e n c e  of  t e l e v i s i o n  on moral  d e v e l o p me n t ,  ar e

more l i k e l y  t o c o n s i d e r  i t  a good i n f l u e n c e  (10%)  t han a bad

i n f l u e n c e  ( 6 . 7 % ) ,  a l t h o u g h  many c o n s i d e r e d  i t  as bot h .

H e r o i c  c h a r a c t e r s  may be used as r o l e  models of  
a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o u r ,  as k i d s  t end to b e l i e v e  what  
i s  shown or  t o l d  on t e l e v i s i o n .

T . V .  g l a m o u r i s e s  decadence and i m m o r a l i t y .

Pa r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t he  d e s t r u c t i v e  
e l ement s  of  medi a p r e s s u r e s .
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I n f l u e n c e  of  T . V .  suggest s  to k i d s  t h a t  t he  ' bad  
guy'  i s  a hero - v i o l e n c e  i s  commonplace and 
nor ma l ;  eve r yone  i s  o n l y  out  to g e t  what  t hey  can.

10.  A f f e c t i v e  f a c t o r s

Comments were a l l o c a t e d  to t h i s  c a t e g o r y  when f e e l i n g s  were

me n t i o n e d ,  both c h i l d r e n ' s  own f e e l i n g s  and o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s .

Only a few t e a c h e r s  emphasi sed f e e l i n g s  as i m p o r t a n t  in

p o s i t i v e  ( 6 . 7 %)  or  n e g a t i v e  ( 5 . 6 %)  moral  dev e l o pme n t .

F e e l i n g s  were o f t e n  r e l a t e d  a l s o  to o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  l i k e  t he

f a m i l y ,  t he  s e l f  and g e n e t i c  f a c t o r s .

They may come to keep c e r t a i n  moral  s t a n d a r d s  
because t hey  ar e  a f r a i d  o f  pun i shment  or  f e a r  
d i s a p p r o v a l  f rom o t h e r s .

I f  t he y  do somet hi ng wrong,  t he y  ' f e e l  f o r '  t he  
wronged per son.  T h i s  makes them unhappy and so by 
bei ng m o r a l ,  t he y  a v o i d  pe r s o na l  un h a pp i ne s s .

I f  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  
o t h e r s  i s  d e v e l o p e d ,  t hey  are more l i k e l y  to have  
moral  awareness and moral  b e h a v i o u r .

I f  keep i ng  t he  norms of  s o c i e t y  has not  b r o ug ht  
a f f e c t i o n ,  peopl e  may t r y  t o c a p t u r e  i t  by 
r e j e c t i n g  them.

The need f o r  e x c i t e m e n t .  By doi ng ' s h o c k a b l e '  
t h i n g s  a f e e l i n g  of  e x c i t e m e n t  i s pr oduced.

11.  M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Th i s  c a t e g o r y  c o n t a i n e d  comments on t he  q u e s t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  

c r i t i c a l ,  and not  answers to i t .  I t  i s i n t e r e s t i n g  t o not e  

t h a t  a l l  t hose  t a k i n g  i s s ue  w i t h  t he  q u e s t i o n  had compl e t ed  

t he q u e s t i o n n a i r e  b e f o r e  t he  i n t e r v i e w ,  and were h o s t i l e  

a l r e a d y  to t he concept  o f  m o r a l i t y .  As a l r e a d y  r e p o r t e d ,  

t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  had l a r g e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  by t he  end o f  t he
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i n t e r v i e w .  Anger  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  in t he f i r s t

empha t i c  comment .

Th i s  i s  too vague to answer !  What  p a r t i c u l a r  
"moral  s t a n d a r d s "  ar e  we r e f e r r i n g  to here? Whose 
"moral  s t a n d a r d s " ?  S u r e l y  t he  pr obl em i s  not  t h a t  
some c h i l d r e n / a d u l t s  have rm moral  s t a n d a r d s  but  
r a t h e r  t han t hey  have moral  s t a n d a r d s  r a t h e r  
di  f f e r e n t  f rom t hose  h o l d i n g  power in our  s o c i e t y ?
I s i t  r e a s o n a b l e  to c o n s i d e r  "moral  s t a n d a r d s "  in 
t h i s  a b s o l u t i s t  s e n s e .

I woul d argue t h a t  eve r yone  n e c e s s a r i l y  has a moral  
s t a n d a r d  whi ch may not  be c o n s i s t e n t  but  i s  t h e r e  
in e v e r y  human be i ng  as a n o t i o n  o f  goo d / ba d ,  
r i g h t / w r o n g .

' S t a n d a r d s '  ar e  o f t e n  se t  by t he ' h a v e s '  to c o n t r o l  
t he  ' have  n o t s '  and p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n .

Kids know r i g h t  f rom wrong f rom a v e r y  e a r l y  age.

Al so in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  ar e  i n f l u e n c e s  ment i o ned  o n l y  once or

t w i c e ,  such as t he  i n f l u e n c e  of  spo r t smen,  you t h  l e a d e r s ,

g r a n d p a r e n t s  and n e i g h b o u r s .  Ther e  were a l s o  some

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but  u n c i a s s i f i a b l e  comments,  f o r  exampl e ,  t he

two f o l l o w i n g .

I wonder  why i t  i s  t h a t  g i r l s  ar e  more l a w - a b i d i n g  
t han boys?

There ar e  no a t h e i s t s  in a f o x - h o l e ,  t h e r e  are  
p l e n t y  o f  p u r i t a n s  who ar e  s e x u a l l y  p e r v e r t e d ,  many 
u n c h a r i t a b l e  c h a r i t y  w o r k e r s ,  and a n t i - s o c i a l  
s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o moral  dev e l o pment  t h e o r i e s  o f  t hese  

r esponses  i s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  I t  woul d seem,  however ,  t h a t  t he  

pr e do mi na n t  t h e o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  i m p l i c i t l y  i f  not  

e x p l i c i t l y ,  a r e  t hose  o f  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  and p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  

d e s c r i b e d  in Ch a p t e r  3.  Ther e  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  of  

s o c i o b i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y ,  and Du r k h e i m' s  t h e o r y  of  t he  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he gr oup .  A r e l i g i o u s  v i ew of  m o r a l i t y  i s a l s o  

me n t i o n e d .  The l e a s t  me nt i o ne d  t h e o r y  o f  t hose  d e s c r i b e d  in
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Ch a p t e r  3 i s  t he  c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t age  t h e o r y  of  

moral  d e v e l o p me n t .  Onl y two t e a c h e r s  suggest ed t h a t  m o r a l i t y  

dev e l o ps  t h r ough  a sequence o f  s t a g e s .  Most  t e a c h e r s  have,  

d u r i n g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  met  t he  P i a g e t i a n  s t a g e s  of  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o pme nt ,  but  n o t ,  i t  seems,  P i a g e t i a n  or  

K o h l b e r g i a n  s t ages  of  moral  d e v e l o p me n t .  T h i s  sug ges t s  t h a t  

t he v i ew o f  t e a c h e r s  on moral  deve l opment  i s p r o b a b l y  not  

ver y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  o f  t he  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  in t h i s  

c o u n t r y .  I t  a l s o  suggest s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s much scope f o r  

t e a c h e r s  to dev e l op  t h e i r  own p o t e n t i a l  f o r  moral  d i s c u s s i o n  

and d e v e l o p me n t .

The c a t e g o r i e s  in t h i s  q u e s t i o n  whi ch were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

h i g h e r  scor es  on WAS were r e p o r t e d  in Ch ap t e r  5,  s e c t i o n  5 . 6 .  

I t  i s  per haps wor t h  r e p e a t i n g  them h e r e .  Those h i g h e r  on WAS 

s t r e s s e d  t he  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  a f f e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  and t he  

n e g a t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e  o f  s c h o o l s .  Lower WAS scor es  were  

g a i ne d  by t hose t e a c h e r s  e mpha s i s i ng  t he  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  of  

the med i a .  There  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between  

answers to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and t he  sex o f  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e i r  age,  

ye a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  or  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t .

7 . 2  Q u e s t i o n  2: t he  n a t u r e  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n

Tea cher s  were asked by t h i s  q u e s t i o n  to t h i n k  about  t h e i r  own 

s c h o o l ,  and c o n s i d e r  what  happened in i t  t h a t  t h e y  would  

i d e n t i f y  as moral  e d u c a t i o n .  A d i s t i n c t i o n  was a g a i n  made
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bet ween t he  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,

t h a t  i s ,  what  promot es moral  e d u c a t i o n  and what  h i n d e r s  i t .

In no school  was t h e r e  a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  c a l l e d  moral

e d u c a t i o n ,  nor  a whol e  school  commi tment  to t he  c o n c e p t .

However ,  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o go on,  both o v e r t l y  and

c o v e r t l y ,  i n a number o f  a r e a s .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to not e

t h a t ,  as w i t h  t he p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  t he  same t h i n g s  cou l d  be

seen as p o s i t i v e  by some t e a c h e r s  and n e g a t i v e  by o t h e r s ,

o v e r t  by some,  and c o v e r t  by o t h e r s .  As one t e a c h e r  wr o t e

I woul d not  l i k e  to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between p o s i t i v e  
and n e g a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  To my mind one 
p e r s o n ' s  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ' s  
i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o l / m a n i p u l  a t  i o n .

A few t e a c h e r s  c l a i me d  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  not  occur  or  

t h a t  t h e y  d i d  not  know what  i t  was.  Ot he r s  c l a i me d  t h a t  i t  

went  on a l l  t he  t i me  and was a d i mens i on  o f  t he  whol e  

c u r r i c u l u m .  As w i t h  t he  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  t e a c h e r s  

ment i oned s e v e r a l  i t e m s .  They were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more l i k e l y  

to ment i on  t he  p e e r - g r o u p  as bot h p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  than  

o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s .  ( S i g .  . 0 1 4 )

Qu e s t i o n  2 P l ease  d e s c r i b e ,  as i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  in your  

s c h o o l ,  what  c o n t r i b u t e s ,  both p o s i t i v e l y  and 

n e g a t i v e l y ,  t o t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s .
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T a b l e  7 (2) N a t u r e  of moral e d u c a t i o n
No. of % of No. o f % of
p o s i t i v e sample n e g a t i v e sample
ment i ons ment i o ns

1. Per sona l  and s o c i a l 55 6 1 . 1 3 3 . 3

e d u c a t i o n ,  c a r e e r s ,  e t c .

2. Hi dden c u r r i c u l u m . 39 4 3 . 3 6 6 . 7

3. R e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n . 32 3 5 . 6 7 7 . 8

4. T e a c he r  exampl e . 26 2 8 . 9 13 1 4 . 4

5. Ot he r  s u b j e c t s . 22 2 4 . 4 1 1. 1

6. Te a c he r  c o n t r o l  . 21 2 3 . 3 14 1 5 . 6

7. A11 a s p e c t s  o f  s c h o o l . 15 1 6 . 7 0 0

8. As s e m b l i e s . 14 1 5 . 6 5 5 . 6

9. C l u b s ,  s p o r t s ,  t r i p s . 7 7 . 8 3 3 . 3

School  Counci  1.

10. Commun i t y  l i n k s . 6 6 . 7 1 1. 1

11. P e e r - g r o u p . 5 5 . 6 5 5 . 6

12. C h i 1 d - c e n t r e d n e s s . 4 4 . 4 1 1 .1

13. School  s t r u c t u r e . 2 2 . 2 8 8 . 9

14. No moral  e d u c a t i o n . 1 1 .1

1. Pe r s ona l  and s o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n . c a r e e r s , e t c .

61.1% of  t e a c h e r s  ment i oned  t hese  a s p e c t s  o f  t he  c u r r i c u l u m  

as p r o v i d i n g  good moral  e d u c a t i o n  and o n l y  3.3% t h o u g h t  t hey  

di d not  p r o v i d e  as good or  p o s i t i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as t hey  

c o u l d .  Th i s  c a t e g o r y  cov er ed  a wi de number of  s u b j e c t s ,  a l l  

of  them concer ned  w i t h  pe r sona l  or  s o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  

H u m a n i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  s o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  communi ty



- 2 6 9  -

e d u c a t i o n ,  c a r e e r s  and h e a l t h  e d u c a t i o n  were i n c l u d e d ,  as

we l l  as t u t o r i a l  schemes l i k e  A c t i v e  T u t o r i a l  Work.

C o u n s e l l i n g  by t u t o r s  and t he  school  c o u n s e l l o r  was a l s o

ment i oned as w e l l  as t he p a s t o r a l  system in g e n e r a l .  The

whol e spect r um of  t hese  s u b j e c t s  cou l d  l o o s e l y  be d e s c r i b e d

as concer ned  w i t h  pe r sona l  deve l opment  as opposed to academi c

de v e l o p me n t ,  a l t h o u g h  c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s

and Hu ma n i t i e s  ar e  concer ned w i t h  b o t h .  Most  o f  t he

me n t i o n s ,  however ,  were f o r  pe r so na l  dev e l opment  s u b j e c t s ,

and l e s s  f o r  cour ses  w i t h  e x a m i n a t i o n s  l i k e  H u m a n i t i e s .

Communi ty e d u c a t i o n  e n a b l e s  them to show an exampl e  
out  o f  s c h o o l ,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  to young c h i l d r e n  a t  
pi a y s c h o o l .

T u t o r i a l  l essons  once a week.  A l o t  of  t hese  deal  
w i t h  t o p i c s  such as s t e a l i n g ,  l y i n g ,  b u l l y i n g ,  
bei ng a good/ bad f r i e n d ,  e t c .

An o v e r t  a spec t  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  e x h i b i t e d  in 
such s u b j e c t s  as s o c i a l / p e r s o n a l  t u t o r i a l  wor k .  
Ca r e e r s  and H u m a n i t i e s .

S o c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  cov er s  a l l  t o p i c s  whi ch are deemed 
moral  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  i . e .  sex,  d r u gs ,  a b o r t i o n ,  
l aw,  smoki ng,  l o v e ,  wa r ,  " r i g h t  and wr ong" .

W i t h i n  Hu ma n i t i e s  t e a c h i n g  about  O u r s e l v e s ,  t he  
F a m i l y ,  T h i r d  Wor l d  i s s u e s .  Law and Power in  
S o c i e t y  f o r  exampl e .  These c l e a r l y  r a i s e  moral  
i ssues  whi ch ar e  t hen t a c k l e d  by t he  s t a f f .

Where t e a c h e r s  saw such cour ses  as n e g a t i v e  ( 3 . 3 %)  i t  was

more to do w i t h  a t t i t u d e s  to them t han t he  cour ses

t h e m s e l v e s .  They d i d  not  have enough i mpact  because t hey

were under mi ned by o t h e r  s t a f f ,  or  not  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t

by p u p i l s  i f  t he y  d i d  not  l e a d  to an e x a m i n a t i o n ,  or  t he

moral  component  was not  p r o p e r l y  t h o u g h t  o u t .

Good deve l opment s  in p . s . e .  ar e  somewhat  hampered  
at  i n t e r v a l s  by a number of  t o t a l l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
and n e g a t i v e  s t a f f .
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There  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  in t he p a s t o r a l  system and 
in what  s t a f f  c o n s i d e r  i m p o r t a n t .

So c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  not  seen as 
w o r t h w h i l e  by many p a r e n t s  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  a 
' doss '  by many s t u d e n t s .

Al t hough  m o r a l i t y  and t he  con cept s  o f  r i g h t  and 
wrong ar e  t ouched upon in Per sona l  Devel opment  
p e r i o d s  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  o n l y  v e r y  s h a l l o w .

Hi dden c u r r i c u l u m

The 43. 3% of  t e a c h e r s  who saw t he h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  as

e f f e c t i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  seemed to u n d e r s t a n d  i t  in t erms

of  good r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between s t a f f  and

s t u d e n t s ,  and t he ' e t h o s '  o f  t he  s c h o o l .  In t h i s  sense moral

e d u c a t i o n  i s  seen as ' c a u g h t '  r a t h e r  than ' t a u g h t ' ,  c o v e r t

r a t h e r  t han o v e r t ,  as v a l u e s  are  u n t h i n k i n g l y  or

u n c o n s c i o u s l y  t r a n s m i t t e d .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h r ough  i n t e r a c t i o n  
w i t h  s t a f f  when v i a  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  v a r i o u s  
a t t i t u d e s  or  appr oaches  to l i f e  are u n w i t t i n g l y  
a s s i m i l a t e d .

Teacher s  d o n ' t  even need to know t h e y  ar e  doi ng i t  
f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  t o o c c ur .  ( I n d e e d  some 
t e a c h e r s  woul d be h o r r i f i e d  to d i s c o v e r  t hey  were  
doi ng i t )  - but  i t  goes on v i a  t he  h i dden
c u r r i c u l u m .

Many t e a c h e r s  ar e  open,  honest  and c a r i n g  and t ake  
e f f o r t  t o u n d e r s t a n d  and e x p l a i n  to s t u d e n t s  how
t hey  shoul d  behave and why,  and why we behave as we
d o .

S u b j e c t  t e a c h e r s  impose t h e i r  own moral  s t a n d a r d s  
on s t u d e n t s  t h r ough  c l ass r oo m r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t he  
' work e t h i c ' ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s / c o 
o p e r a t i o n ,  gender  r o l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  r esponses
to a u t h o r i t y ,  e t c .  Much o f  t h i s  i s  not  r e c o g n i s e d  
as ' mora l  e d u c a t i o n ' .

There  i s  not  much i n f o r m a t i o n  here about  what  k i n d  o f  v a l u e s

are p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  Agai n t h e r e  i s  an assumpt i on t h a t



- 271 -

e v e r y one  knows what  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  v a l u e s  a r e .  Those

t e a c h e r s  ( 6 . 7 %)  who saw t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  as n e g a t i v e

we r e ,  however ,  more s p e c i f i c .

The h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  c o n t r i b u t e s  in a n e g a t i v e  way 
in my v i e w ,  as t he  e t hos  o f  t he  school  encour ages  
c o m p e t i t i o n  a t  t he  expense o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n .

N e g a t i v e  -  t he  h y p o c r i s y  o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  them and us.  ( e . g .  we smoke i n t he s t a f f r o o m ,  
you s h o u l d n ' t . )  S t a f f  ar e  a l ways  r i g h t ,  s t u d e n t s  
g u i l t y  ' t i l l  pr oved i n n o c e n t .  V i o l e n c e  and 
b u l l y i n g  ar e  condemned but  some s t a f f  b u l l y  
s t u d e n t s .

3.  R e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n

Once t he  main v e h i c l e  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as i t  was und er s t ood

in t he  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  seen as,  on

the w h o l e ,  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  e d u c a t i o n  in

s c h o o l s .  35.6% of  t e a c h e r s  men t i o ne d  i t .

The ma j or  c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r  i s  t he t e a c h i n g  of
t he  C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i n e  in t h i s  s c h o o l .

RE g i v e s  p u p i l s  t he  chance to r eason out  t h e i r
v i ews on key i s s ue s  whi ch enhances t h e i r  moral  
r e a s o n i n g ,  but  t he v a l u e  of  t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  depends  
e n t i r e l y  on t he  member of  s t a f f  t e a c h i n g  t he  
s u b j e c t .

R e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  whol e  school  
must  g i v e  p u p i l s  an i n k l i n g  o f  how to be moral
u p r i g h t  peopl e  w i t h i n  t he  communi t y .

M o r a l s ,  e t h i c s  and v a l u e s  a r e  t a u g h t  in R. E .  
l essons  but  have a r e l a t i v e l y  mi n or  i mpact  compared  
to t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m .

I presume t h a t  R . E .  l ess o n s  i n c l u d e  an e l e me n t  of  
moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  t hough t he  p h i l o s o p h i c  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  may be b l u r r e d  by t he  i n t r u s i o n  o f  
v a r i o u s  isms and d o x i e s .

Se v e r a l  t e a c h e r s  me n t i o n e d ,  l i k e  t he  second q u o t a t i o n  above,

t h a t  t he moral  v a l u e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  depended on the

t e a c h e r ,  and many o f  t he  o t h e r  q u o t a t i o n s  appear  mut ed.  Th i s
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suggest s  t h a t  methods o f  R. E.  t e a c h i n g  v a r y  w i d e l y  and are  

per haps r e g a r d e d  w i t h  some s u s p i c i o n  by t e a c h e r s  of  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  T h i s  s u s p i c i o n  o f  R. E.  s t a f f ,  per haps t he  same 

k i nd  o f  s u s p i c i o n  a f f o r d e d  to moral  e d u c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i s  

e v i d e n t  a l s o  in t he  n e g a t i v e  comments g i v e n  by 7.8% of  

t e a c h e r s .

T r a d i t i o n a l  approach t o moral  e d u c a t i o n  - supposed  
to t a k e  p l a c e  in R. E.  l essons  -  but  i s  no r e a l  
moral  e d u c a t i o n .

In R. E .  no moral  i ssues  need be d i s c u s s e d  as such.
I t  i s  a l ong l i n e s  of  l i f e  of  C h r i s t  and c o m p a r a t i v e  
r e l i g i o n s .

The R. C.  approach in our  school  o f t e n  made peopl e  
f e e l  t h a t  t hey  cou l d  " s i n " ,  ask f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  
then e v e r y t h i n g  was a ga i n  O. K.  Some d i s r u p t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r s  t hus ended up w i t h  l o we r  moral  s t a n d a r d s  
than c h i l d r e n  o f  n o n - r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l s .

4.  T e a c he r  exampl e

There  was some o v e r l a p  bet ween t h i s  c a t e g o r y  and t he h i dden

c u r r i c u l u m  c a t e g o r y .  However ,  where t h e r e  was a r esponse

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e a c h e r  exampl e  or  m o d e l l i n g ,  I

c l a s s i f i e d  i t  s e p a r a t e l y .  28.9% o f  t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t hey

s e t ,  or  shoul d  s e t ,  a good moral  exampl e  to t h e i r  p u p i l s .  Of

c o u r s e ,  some t e a c h e r s  were aware t h a t  t he y  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o se t

a good exampl e .

Tea cher s  a t t e m p t  to t r e a t  o t h e r s  in a f a i r  way,
g i v i n g  a model  o f  a moral  p e r s o n .  They a l s o  f a i l
in t h i s ,  t h e r e b y  b r e e d i n g  r e s e n t m e n t .

A l o t  o f  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  in t he  school  r e s t s  
on t he  exampl e g i v e n  by s t a f f ,  so i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  to  
have as moral  a s t a f f  as p o s s i b l e .  D o n ' t  ask me 
how you d e c i de  t h a t .

The most  i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c t o r  in moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  i s ,  
w i t h o u t  doubt ,  t he  exampl e o f  t e a c h e r s .  T h i s ,  
however ,  i s  f a r  f rom c o n s i s t e n t  and must  l e a d  to  
some c o n f u s i o n  among p u p i l s .
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14.4% o f  t e a c h e r s ,  t he second h i g h e s t  n e g a t i v e  c a t e g o r y ,

( d i s c i p l i n e  men t i oned  by 15.6%) were sure t h a t  t e a c h e r s  on

the whol e se t  a bad moral  exampl e .

Poor  exampl e f r om s t a f f  i n l o s s  o f  t emper ,
i n d o l e n c e ,  n e g l e c t  o f  i mmoral  b e h a v i o u r  o f  c h i l d r e n  
and a s s e r t i n g  a r b i t r a r y  r u l e s .

A n e g a t i v e  aspec t  o f  m o r a l i t y  c o u l d  be the doub l e  
s t a n d a r d s  e x h i b i t e d  by some s t a f f .  'Do as I say,  
not  do as I d o ' .

5. Ot he r  s u b j e c t s

S p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s  not  a l r e a d y  i n c l u d e d  i n o t h e r

c a t e g o r i e s  are i n c l u d e d  he r e ,  a l ong  w i t h  more gener a l

comments whi ch  sugges t ed  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  went  on ac r oss

most  or  a l l  c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s .  24.4% o f  r esponses  were

p o s i t i v e  a g a i n s t  o n l y  1.1% n e g a t i v e .

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  awareness o f  moral  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t he 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  a c t i o n s ,  and t he p o s s i b l e  
r esponses  o f  o t h e r s  to t hese a c t i o n s ,  c h i e f l y  
t h r o u gh  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e .

M o r a l i t y  e n t e r s  i n t o  most  s u b j e c t s  - t he m o r a l i t y  
o f  d e c i s i o n s  t aken i n  t he pas t  as we l l  as the 
m o r a l i t y  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  now made f o r  
peop l e  by t hose i n power  - n u c l e a r  power ,  use o f  
r e s o u r c e s , e t c .

Even i n Mat hs .  t h e r e  i s  an e l emen t  o f  moral  
e d u c a t i  o n .

H i s t o r y ,  s c i e n c e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d i e s  and games 
s c r u t i n i s e  t he wor k ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and v a l u es  o f  
o t h e r  peop l e .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  c r o s s e s  a l l  s u b j e c t  b o u n d a r i e s .  In 
PE e s p e c i a l l y  you have t o  be moral  or  games 
c o u l d n ' t  t ake p l a c e .

The one person g i v i n g  a n e g a t i v e  r a t i n g  was a h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r

to h i s  own s u b j e c t .

H i s t o r y  i s  n e g a t i v e  i n s o f a r  as i t  t eaches  
r e l a t i v i t y  o f  moral  v a l u e s .
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6. T e a c h e r  c o nt ro l

Al t hough  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  was about  mi d- way in t he  p o s i t i v e

r a t i n g s  in Ta b l e  7 ( 2 ) ,  ment i oned  by 23. 3% of  t he  sampl e ,  i t

was t he  h i g h e s t  of  t he n e g a t i v e  r a t i n g s ,  ment i oned  by 15.6%

of  t he  sampl e .  Th i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  i ssue  of  r u l e s ,

d i s c i p l i n e ,  r ewar ds  and puni shment  i s  a c o n t e n t i o u s  one.  I t

per haps r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  t he  main di l emmas in s c h o o l s ,  t h a t

of  i n d i v i d u a l  f r eedom ver sus  a u t h o r i t y  and t he school

s o c i e t y .  Th i s  di l emma i s  o f  cour se  i n h e r e n t  in our  ma i n l y

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  school  s t r u c t u r e .  One woul d e x p e c t  t h a t  t hose

t e a c h e r s  who c o n s i d e r e d  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e  a n e c e s s a r y

e x e r c i s e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  woul d see i t  as p o s i t i v e  moral

e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t hose  who woul d p r e f e r  a more d e mo c r a t i c

system woul d see d i s c i p l i n e  as n e g a t i v e .

The d i s c i p l i n a r y  system o p e r a t e s  on t he  b a s i s  t h a t  
i t  i s  t e a c h i n g  t he  p u p i l s  t he  ' r i g h t '  r u l e s  of  
conduct  f o r  l i f e .

Puni shment  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  j u s t l y  and by mutual
agr eement  w i t h  t he  o f f e n d e r .

P u p i l s  shoul d  not  be a l l o w e d  t o ge t  away w i t h
d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o u r .  When t h e y  know t h a t  l i t t l e  
w i l l  be done to t hem,  t h e i r  d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o u r  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e .

Those e mpha s i s i ng  d i s c i p l i n e  as n e g a t i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n .

c l a i m  i t  i s  o f t e n  a r b i t r a r y ,  u n f a i r  and i r r a t i o n a l .

N e g a t i v e  b e h a v i o u r  in school  u s u a l l y  ge t s  a l o t  of  
t e a c h e r  t i me  and t h i s  i s u n f a i r  to t he w e l l -  
behaved,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  p u p i l s .  Y o u ' r e  b r o ug ht  up to 
be r ewar ded f o r  good b e h a v i o u r ,  but  in school  good 
b e h a v i o u r  i s t aken  f o r  g r a n t e d  and i g n o r e d .

The a s s e r t i n g  o f  a r b i t r a r y  r u l e s  l i k e  u n i f o r m
r a n k l e  and ar e  d i f f i c u l t  to j u s t i f y .
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The system of  d i s c i p l i n e  i s too i r r a t i o n a l  and not  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  ' owned'  by t he  p u p i l s ,  w i t h  whom i t  i s  
not  d i s c u s s e d .

Why shoul d p u p i l s  show c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to t e a c h e r s  
who do not  show i t  to them? Many p u p i l s  see t h e i r  
r o l e  in t he  s c h o o l ' s  moral  code i s  t o  be scorned  
and m a n i p u l a t e d .

A11 a s p e c t s  o f  school

Th i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  per haps of  a d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r e  to t he  o t h e r s ,

but  i t  was e x p l i c i t l y  ment i oned  by enough t e a c h e r s  ( 1 6 . 7 %)  to

make i t  w o r t h y  o f  a s e p a r a t e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Those t e a c h e r s

who s a i d  here t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  was in e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t

happened in s c h o o l ,  mo s t l y  went  on to g i v e  exampl es of  t h i s .

Ot he r  t e a c h e r s ,  who mi ght  have been added to t h i s  gr oup ,  gave

such compr ehens i ve  l i s t s  o f  where moral  e d u c a t i o n  o c c u r r e d

t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  t h i n k  of  a r eas  o f  school  l i f e  t hey

had o m i t t e d .  Th i s  c a t e g o r y ,  by i t s  n a t u r e  cou l d  not  be

d i v i d e d  i n t o  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e ,  as such j udgment s  were

gi ven  in t he  p a r t i c u l a r  exampl es chosen.

I have never  been a b l e  to gr asp t he con cept  of  a 
moral  e d u c a t i o n  l e s s o n .  S u r e l y  i t  i s  i n e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  we do and o f f e r  in s c h o o l .

I t h i n k  i t  goes on a l l  t he  t i m e ,  even i n t he d i n n e r  
q u e u e .

No t e a c h e r  can a v o i d  moral  i s s u e s ,  f o r  t he y  i n t r u d e  
i n t o  e v e r y t h i n g  we do.  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  p r e t e n d  
to u n d e r s t a n d ,  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  my own l i f e ,  what  
i s  r i g h t  and what  i s  wrong.  I f i n d  honest  
b e w i l d e r m e n t  on t hese  i ssues  t he o n l y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  app r oach .

8.  Assembl i  es

T r a d i t i o n a l  school  mor ni ng As sembl i es  do not  t a k e  p l a c e  as 

o f t e n  as t he y  once d i d ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  ar e  s t i l l  r a t e d  as
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m o r a l l y  e d u c a t i v e  by 15.6% o f  t he  c u r r e n t  sample o f  t e a c h e r s .

In f a c t  t he y  ar e  seen as more ' m o r a l '  t han ' r e l i g i o u s ' .

As sembl i es  are  a l mos t  never  r e l i g i o u s ,  but  o f t e n  
use moral  exampl es .

As sembl i es  are  p o s i t i v e  when t he c o n t e n t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and r e l e v a n t  to i l l u s t r a t e  a s i mp l e  
p o i n t  made.  A p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h a t  a moral  i dea  
shoul d  be d e l i v e r e d  by exampl e  ( l i t e r a t u r e ,  
h i s t o r y ,  e t c . )  and not  by p r e c e p t .

The 5.6% who r a t e d  As sembl i es  as n e g a t i v e  d e s c r i b e d  them as

m o r a l i s i n g  a t  s t u d e n t s ,  t a l k i n g  ove r  t h e i r  heads,  and an

oc c a s i o n  f rom whi ch s t u d e n t s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  ' s w i t c h e d  o f f .

M o r a l i s t i c  a s s e mb l i e s  l a r g e l y  go over  t h e i r  heads.  
( Wa t e r  o f f  a d u c k ' s  back ,  t h e y ' v e  heard i t  a l l  
b e f o r e  ! )

T o t a l l y  n e g a t i v e  s i n c e  c h i l d r e n  ' t a l k e d  a t '  -  90% 
s wi t c h e d  o f f .

9.  C l u b s ,  s p o r t s ,  t r i p s

Th i s  c a t e g o r y  emphasi sed e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a 

s o c i a l  n a t u r e .  As w e l l  as t he above,  v i s i t s  and c h a r i t y  

appe a l s  were ment i oned  as e n c o u r a g i n g  moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Th i s  

was o n l y  a smal l  c a t e g o r y ,  r a t e d  p o s i t i v e l y  by 7.8% of

t e a c h e r s .

E x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f f e r e d  to p u p i l s  - 
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  e t c .  - and a l l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  
s o c i a l i s e  in v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h  a d u l t s  and
c h i l d r e n .

Camps,  f i e l d  c o u r s e s ,  i n t e r - t u t o r  group a c t i v i t i e s  
a l l  encour aged and r e i n f o r c e  good moral  s t a n d a r d s .

Lack o f  such e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  was r a t e d  as

n e g a t i v e  by 3 . 3%,  r a t h e r  t han t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e m s e l v e s .

Lack o f  c l ubs  and s o c i e t i e s  l e a d s  to mi s s i n g  an 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .
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10.  Commun!ty l i n k s

Agai n a smal l  c a t e g o r y ,  ment i oned  p o s i t i v e l y  by 6.7% and l a c k

of  i n v o l v e m e n t  in t he  l o c a l  communi ty r a t e d  as n e g a t i v e  by

1.1% of  t e a c h e r s .

4 t h ,  5 t h  and 6 t h  f o r me r s  go out  and he l p  in the  
l o c a l  communi t y .

Communi ty work i s  v a l u a b l e .  ( e . g .  o l d  p e o p l e ' s  
l u n c h e s ) .

The school  i s  f a r  t oo i nwar d l o o k i n g  and does not  
ser ve  t he communi ty y e t  in any ma j o r  way.

11.  P e e r - g r o u p

I t  i s  per haps c u r i o u s  t h a t  t he p e e r - g r o u p  was ment i oned much

more in answers to t he  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  However ,  t h i s  may

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he p e e r - g r o u p  i s  c o n s i d e r e d

s t r o n g e r  in o u t - o f - s c h o o l  hour s .  For  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i t  i s

r a t e d  e q u a l l y  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  ( 5 . 6 % ) .

By l i v i n g  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  p u p i l s  l e a r n  to
j u x t a p o s e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  t hose  o f  o t h e r s  in 
d e c i d i n g  how to a c t .

C h i l d r e n  w i l l  o f t e n  say to each o t h e r  - we d o n ' t  do 
i t  t h a t  way in our  s c h o o l .

P e e r - g r o u p  p r e s s u r e  -  t he  school  i s  a v i o l e n t  and 
f r i g h t e n i n g  p l a c e  in whi ch t he  s t r o n g  s u r v i v e ,
s t e a l i n g  i s  O. K.  - BUT t he  o p p o s i t e  message i s  a l so
t r a n s m i t t e d .  S t u d e n t s  p i ck  up wh i c h e v e r  s u i t s  
t h e m / t h e y  ar e  s u i t e d  t o .

12.  C h i l d - c e n t r e d n e s s

Thi s  v e r y  smal l  a l l - p o s i t i v e  c a t e g o r y  ( 4 . 4 %)  i s  one which d i d  

not  seem to f i t  i n t o  any o f  t he  o t h e r s ,  t hough I d i d  c o n s i d e r  

addi ng i t  t o t h a t  o f  t e a c h e r  exampl e .  However ,  i t  does seem



- 278 -

of  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  in i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e s s  on i n d i v i d u a l

pup i l  dev e l o pment .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  t h a t  i s  good in 
s c h o o l s .  I s o l a t e  p u r p o s e f u l  a c t i v i t y ,  c h i l d -  
c e n t r e d  i n v o l v e m e n t  and you w i l l  see moral  
e d u c a t i o n .  P u p i l s  l e a r n  to s o l v e  p r ob l ems ,  c r e a t e  
model s ,  c o - o p e r a t e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  and see 
i n e q u a l i t y .

S t u d e n t s '  a c h i ev ement s  shoul d  be r e c o g n i s e d  and 
c e l e b r a t e d ,  by t e a c h e r s  and by t h e ms e l v e s .  
I ndependence  and s t r e n g t h  of  c h a r a c t e r  shoul d  be 
e n c o u r a g e d .

However ,  t hese  aims woul d seem to many t e a c h e r s  as i d e a l i s t i c  

or  r o m a n t i c .  One sounds a not e  o f  w a r n i n g .  Al t hough  in hi s  

sc h o o l ,  he says ,  t he  aim o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  to avo i d  

i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and he l p  p u p i l s  make f r e e ,  i nd epe ndent  

d e c i s i o n s .

I f  we as t e a c h e r s  s t r e s s  f r e e  c h o i ce  and i n d i v i d u a l  
autonomy as t he  o n l y  moral  o b j e c t i v e ,  we may we l l  
be e nc o u r a g i n g  autonomous a n a r c h i s t s ,  autonomous  
r a c i s t s  and autonomous muggers.

Here a g a i n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we appear  to have t he t e n s i o n  between

f r eedom and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and an obv i ous  need f o r  more

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t he meani ngs of  moral  words and concept s  among

t e a c h e r s .

13.  School  s t r u c t u r e

Thi s  i s  t he  o n l y  c a t e g o r y  where n e g a t i v e  r a t i n g s  out we i ghed  

t he p o s i t i v e ,  a l t h o u g h  bot h r a t i n g s  were o n l y  a r e l a t i v e l y  

smal l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t he sampl e .  Perhaps t h e r e  are  t h i n g s  in 

our  school  system whi ch we t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  but  shoul d in 

f a c t  be s u b j e c t e d  to s c r u t i n y  on moral  gr oun ds ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s i z e  and d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  8.9% were c r i t i c a l .
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Through t he  v a r i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  we have d ev e l o ped  to  
manage some of  our  school s  ( s t r e a m i n g ,  bandi ng and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o p t i o n s  a t  14+)  we have c r e a t e d  a 
wor l d  where we pr each one t h i n g  e . g .  e q u a l i t y  of  
o p p o r t u n i t y  but  ar e  unabl e  t o l i v e  up to our  
promi  s e s .

S t a f f  t h emse l ves  because o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  
ar e  not  a l ways ab l e  t o dev e l o p  as t r u l y  moral  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Ther e  has n ever  been any open
d i s c u s s i o n  of  what  moral  s t a n d a r d s  we shoul d be
a s p i r i n g  to a t t a i n .

T r y i n g  to change school s  i n t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s
f u n c t i o n i n g  a c c o r d i n g  to a sound moral  code cou l d  be 
somet hi ng o f  a t a l l  o r d e r !  N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  
e s s e n t i a l .

D e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  t ends  t o be a u t o c r a t i c  r a t h e r  than  
d e m o c r a t i c ,  l e a d i n g  t o a f e e l i n g  of  r e s e n t m e n t ,  
u n f a i r n e s s  and i mpot e nce .

These v i ews mi ght  be suppl ement ed  by t hose whi ch have been

c l a s s i f i e d  in o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  such as t e a c h e r  exampl e or  t he

hi dden c u r r i c u l u m  and i n c l u d e  remar ks  about  h y p o c r i s y ,  doubl e

s t a n d a r d s ,  f o r c i n g  p u p i l s  i n t o  s i t u a t i o n s  where t hey  have to

be u n t r u t h f u l ,  b e l i t t l i n g  and r i d i c u l i n g  and h i d i n g  beh i nd

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r u l e s .

School s  are meant  to be f o r  t he b e n e f i t  o f  p u p i l s .

The two p o s i t i v e  comments about  school  s t r u c t u r e  were about

democ r a cy .

There  i s  a School  Counc i l  and d e v o l u t i o n  of
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  common room d u t i e s ,  e t c .  to
p u p i l s .

We have a 6 t h  Form Commi t t ee w i t h  some l i m i t e d
d e mo c r a c y .

14.  No moral  e d u c a t i o n

Only one person c l a i me d  t h a t  f or ma l  moral  e d u c a t i o n  was 

a c t u a l l y  d e l i b e r a t e l y  i g n o r e d  in her  s c h oo l .  However ,  she 

l a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  ways in whi ch i t  d i d  go on i n f o r m a l l y .
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Our school  c o n t a i n s  Hi ndus ,  S i k h s ,  Musl i ms and 
C h r i s t i a n s .  So t h a t  no o f f e n c e  i s  g i ven  to any one 
c u l t u r a l  group i t  has been t he  custom to i g n o r e  
r e l i g i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  whi ch f o r  most  s t a f f  are  
i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d  t o moral  e d u c a t i o n .

Si nce  t he  a n a l y s i s  of  t he  answers to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  has been

c o m p l i c a t e d ,  some summary o f  t he  r esponses  w i l l  now be

a t t e m p t e d .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t

moral  e d u c a t i o n  does happen in s c h o o l s ,  both f o r m a l l y  and

i n f o r m a l l y .  I t  i s  not  a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  and n e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e

u s u a l l y  an e x p l i c i t  commi tment  to i t .  Even where i t  i s

c o n s i d e r e d  f o r m a l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  goes on h a p h a z a r d l y  and

w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  or  d i s c u s s i o n  on a p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e v e l  by

t e a c h e r s .  C e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d e  moral  e d u c a t i o n  more than

o t h e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  a l l  may c o n t r i b u t e .  The m a j o r i t y  of  t e a c h e r s

s p e c i f y  t hese  as s u b j e c t s  concer ned w i t h  per sona l  d e v e l o pme n t ,

as w e l l  as a r t s  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  H u m a n i t i e s ,  H i s t o r y ,  E n g l i s h  and

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n .  The i n f o r m a l  e f f e c t  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n

is t h r ough  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t he

exampl e o f  t e a c h e r s .  The poor  exampl e of  t e a c h e r s  cou l d  a l s o

have t he h i g h e s t  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t ,  as w e l l  as a r b i t r a r y  or

u n f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e s .  Ther e  was no s u p p o r t  f o r  a

s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  c a l l e d  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  but  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t

t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  by school s  or  agr eed p o l i c i e s  on

moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Thus t he whol e e f f e c t  was c o n f u s i n g  and

c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  cop i ng in p r a c t i c e  as be s t  t hey

cou l d  a t  a f a i r l y  i n s t i n c t i v e  l e v e l .

I t  c ou l d  be t h a t  t he  need f o r  c l a r i t y  goes back f u r t h e r  t han  

t e a c h e r s  to t he  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and beh i nd them to
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t he s o c i e t y  whi ch se t s  up t he i n s t i t u t i o n s .  One t e a c h e r  asked

I wonder ,  j u s t  how shoul d  we b r i n g  up our  young 
peopl e?

Wi t h a m b i v a l e n t  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  messages t e a c h e r s  are

c o n f u s e d ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c on c e r n e d .

We do d e s i r e  t h a t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t ,  as an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
shoul d be r e s p e c t e d ,  and shoul d  grow up to make 
h i s / h e r  own c h o i c e s .  We b e l i e v e  we are g i v i n g  them 
f r eedom and b r e a t h i n g  space to mat ur e  and d e v e l o p .
In p r a c t i c e  t h i n g s  do not  happen l i k e  t h i s .
S t u d e n t s  are  f a c e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  a c c e p t i n g  ( f o r  good 
or bad)  t he  system bei ng imposed on them,  or  
r e j e c t i n g  t h a t  syst em.  Per sona l  f reedom to make 
cho i ce s  does not  e a s i l y  go hand in hand w i t h  t he  
n e c e s s a r y  o b j e c t i v e  o f  k ee p i ng  1 , 2 0 0 +  s t u d e n t s  under  
some k i nd  of  c o n t r o l .

The gap bet ween t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  appear s  l a r g e .  But  can

t he system change? Or shoul d  i t ?  These q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be

addr essed in t he  f i n a l  c h a p t e r .  S i nce  t he nex t  two q u e s t i o n s

are a l s o  concer ned  w i t h  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of

the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t e a c h e r s '  v i ews to t h e o r i e s  o f  moral

e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  in t h i s  c h a p t e r .  A l r e a d y ,

t hough,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  are u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  bot h t he

t h e o r i e s  and t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e .

For t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n ,  r esponses  were not  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

r e l a t e d  t o sex of  s u b j e c t  or  t he o t h e r  organ i smi c  v a r i a b l e s .  

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  to WAS where s i g n i f i c a n t  have been r e p o r t e d  in 

Ch apt e r  5.
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7 . 3  F a c t o r  A n a l y s i s  o f  Qu e s t i o n s  1 and 2

C a t e g o r i e s  o f  t he r esponses  t o t he s e  two q u e s t i o n s  were

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  each o t h e r  on t he  b a s i s  of  whe t h e r  or  not  a 

s u b j e c t  endor sed a c a t e g o r y .  The r e s u l t i n g  m a t r i x  y i e l d e d  

few s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a f a c t o r  

a n a l y s i s  was run to see i f  t h e r e  were any me a n i ng f u l  t r e n d s  

in t he r e sponses .  Ten f a c t o r s  emerged but  i t  was dec i ded  to  

use o n l y  f o u r  of  t h e s e ,  as t hey  had t he  h i g h e s t  l o a d i n g s  and 

were t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t o show t he most  c o h e r e n t  or  c o n s i s t e n t  

a c c o u n t s .

These f o u r  f a c t o r s  pr oved v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to i n t e r p r e t .

However ,  an a t t e mp t  w i l l  be made to g i v e  some o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  

of  each one.  Loadi ngs o f  more t han +3 or  - 3  were i n c l u d e d .

F a c t o r  1

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 59 A good f a m i l y  backgr ound has a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on 

moral  dev e l o pme nt .

. 58 School  has a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  a l s o .

. 53 D i s c i p l i n e  in school  promot es moral  e d u c a t i o n .

.47 Teacher s  who g i v e  a good exampl e  f u r t h e r  t he  moral

e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n .

. 42 R e l i g i o u s  t i e s  in c h i l d h o o d  encour age  moral  

s t a n d a r d s .

. 39 Moral  v a l ue s  may be i n h e r i t e d .

. 38  School  a s s e mb l i e s  have a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .
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. 38  The peer  group can s up po r t  moral  s t a n d a r d s .

.36 The p a s t o r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  pr omot es moral  e d u c a t i o n .

. 34 The medi a can g i v e  c h i l d r e n  good exampl es .

.31 The p e e r - g r o u p  can a l s o  have a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 3 8  The h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  in 

moral  e d u c a t i o n .

- . 3 6  Keepi ng moral  s t a n d a r d s  i s  a m a t t e r  of  h a b i t  and 

t r a i n i n g .

- . 3 0  S e l f - i n t e r e s t  i s a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t he  

deve l opment  o f  moral  s t a n d a r d s .

The p o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on t h i s  f a c t o r  a l l  emphasi se p o s i t i v e  

ways in whi ch t he moral  deve l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n  of  

c h i l d r e n  can be i n f l u e n c e d  by a ge n c i e s  o u t s i d e  t he i n d i v i d u a l  

or  by t he  e n v i r o n m e n t .  A good exampl e  by both p a r e n t s  and 

t e a c h e r s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  as w e l l  as s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e .  School  

a s s e mb l i e s  and s u b j e c t s  w i t h i n  t he  p a s t o r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  as 

wel l  as t he medi a can a l l  g i v e  c h i l d r e n  good model s to 

f o l l o w .  The p e e r - g r o u p ,  however ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o have a bad 

i n f l u e n c e  as w e l l  as a good one.  Two of  t he  i t ems a t  t he  

n e g a t i v e  pol e  r a t e  i n f l u e n c e s  w i t h i n  t he  c h i l d  and w i t h i n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in school  as i m p o r t a n t .  Ther e  i s  a sense,  

however ,  in whi ch t he  i dea  o f  t r a i n i n g  or  h a b i t  mi g h t  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o appear  on t he  p o s i t i v e  end of  t h i s  f a c t o r ,  and i t  

i s d i f f i c u l t  to r e l a t e  i t  to t he  o t h e r  n e g a t i v e  i t ems h e r e .
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F a c t o r  2

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s
. 61 A d i s r u p t e d  or  i n c o n s i s t e n t  f a m i l y  w i l l  have a 

n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on c h i l d r e n ' s  moral  d e v e l o p me n t .

. 55 O t h e r  s o c i a l  or  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f l u e n c e s  can a l so  

have a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .

. 38  Sc hool s  whi ch do not  p r a c t i s e  what  t hey  pr each have a 

n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .

. 30 P e e r - g r o u p  p r e s s u r e  i s  o f t e n  to do wrong.

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 4 3  The medi a has a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  

d e v e l o p m e n t .

- . 3 9  R e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  i s p o s i t i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n .

- . 3 8  The p e e r - g r o u p  can s u p p o r t  moral  v a l u e s .

- . 3 4  P e r s o n a l i t y  or  g e n e t i c  f a c t o r s  have a good e f f e c t .

- . 3 1  I n d i v i d u a l  q u a l i t i e s  l i k e  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  are  

i m p o r t a n t .

- . 3 1  Many academi c school  s u b j e c t s  promot e moral  

e d u c a t i o n .

A l l  t he  p o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on t h i s  f a c t o r  a r e  r esponses  t o t he  

f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  on moral  d e v e l o p me n t ,  and t h e y  a l l  s t r e s s  

n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e s .  Moral  dev e l o pment  i s h i n d e r e d  or  goes 

wrong when t h e r e  is a d i s r u p t e d ,  u n f a i r  or  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

f a m i l y  backgr ound and o t h e r  bad i n f l u e n c e s  in s o c i e t y ,  t he  

school  and t he  p e e r - g r o u p .
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At  t he  n e g a t i v e  end o f  t h i s  f a c t o r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  are t he good 

i n f l u e n c e s  of  t he  med i a ,  t he  p e e r - g r o u p  and p e r s o n a l i t y  

f a c t o r s  w i t h i n  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  wh e t h e r  i n h e r i t e d  or  n o t ,  on 

t he  deve l opment  o f  moral  s t a n d a r d s .  In s c h o o l ,  a wi de  

v a r i e t y  of  s u b j e c t s  acr oss  t he  c u r r i c u l u m  f rom r e l i g i o u s  

e d u c a t i o n  to s c i e n c e ,  promote moral  e d u c a t i o n .

F a c t o r  3

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 53 The p a s t o r a l  s u b j e c t s  in school  promot e moral  

e d u c a t i  o n .

. 44 Ot her  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  E n g l i s h  a l s o  promot e i t .

. 40  In gener a l  t he  school  has a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on 

moral  d e v e l o pme nt .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 4 3  Teacher s  who g i v e  a good exampl e ar e  i n f l u e n t i a l .

- . 4 1  S t r i c t  or  f a i r  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  moral  

e d u c a t i o n .

- . 3 4  D i s c i p l i n e  can a l s o  be a n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .

- . 3 4  The i n d i v i d u a l  h e r s e l f  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n moral  gr owt h .

The p o s i t i v e  end o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  s t r e s s e s  t he  i mp or t a n c e  of  

t he  school  as a good i n f l u e n c e  on moral  dev e l o pment  and 

e d u c a t i o n .  In p a s t o r a l  cour ses  as w e l l  as o t h e r  academi c  

s u b j e c t s ,  moral  i s s ue s  ar e  d i s c u s s e d .  The f a m i l y  i s not

me n t i o n e d .  The n e g a t i v e  po l e  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t he  i mp or t a n c e  of  

school  but  not  t he  c u r r i c u l u m .  I t  s t r e s s e s  more t he
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n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t e a c h e r s  to g i v e  a good exampl e  and keep

c o n t r o l .  However ,  d i s c i p l i n e  can somet i mes have a n e g a t i v e  

e f f e c t ,  and s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  by t he  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a l s o  needed.

F a c t o r  4

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 46 School  has a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on moral  dev e l o pmen t .

. 46  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  p o s i t i v e l y  t hr ough t he

hi dden c u r r i c u l u m .

.42 R e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  i s a l s o  p o s i t i v e  moral  e d u c a t i o n .

. 37 D i s c i p l i n e  can o f t e n  have a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t .

. 36 The i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  i m p o r t a n t .

. 36  But  s e l f - c e n t r e d n e s s  may h i n d e r  moral  dev e l o pment .

. 34 As sembl i es  in school  promot e moral  e d u c a t i o n .

There were no s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on t h i s  f a c t o r .  

I t  i s  t he h a r d e s t  one in whi ch to see coher ence  as i t  

c o n t a i n s  s e e mi ng l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e s p o n s e s .  A l t h ough  school  

has a m a i n l y  n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  de v e l o p me n t ,  t h e r e

a r e  a r eas  in school  where b e n e f i c i a l  moral  e d u c a t i o n  may 

occur .  Th i s  woul d be t h r ough  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m ,  

r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  and school  a s s e m b l i e s .  D i s c i p l i n e  has a 

n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t ,  but  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d ' s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  or

s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  can have e i t h e r  a p o s i t i v e  or  n e g a t i v e  

i n f 1u e n c e .

These f a c t o r s  can o n l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  t e n t a t i v e ,  but  each one 

does appear  to have a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  emphas i s .  Ther e  is
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a s t r o n g  d i f f e r e n c e  between F a c t o r  1 whi ch s t r e s s e s  f a m i l y  

and s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e s ,  and t he  o t h e r  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  whi ch a l l  

emphasi se  t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  school  and t e a c h e r s .  Ther e  

was no s i g n i f i c a n t  sex d i f f e r e n c e  on t hese  f a c t o r s  nor  any 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to any o f  t he  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s .  Any 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to WAS was r e p o r t e d  i n  Ch a p t e r  5.

7 . 4  Q u e s t i o n  3: t he  purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n

Thi s  q u e s t i o n  was much more s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  t han q u e s t i o n s  1 

and 2 o f  t he q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  and t hus t he  answers were e a s i e r  

to c l a s s i f y .  Some t e a c h e r s  f ound i t  hard to w r i t e  about  t he  

purpose o f  a s u b j e c t  when t h e y  d i d  not  r e a l l y  know what  t he  

s u b j e c t  was,  but  t he  m a j o r i t y  were q u i t e  v i s i o n a r y  i n t h e i r  

aims bot h f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  as a who l e .  

Somet i mes,  in f a c t ,  t hese  became synonymous.  I t  does seem 

a p p a r e n t  in t he  answers t o t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t he  pur pose of  

moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  un d e r s t o o d  as what  ought  to be t he cas e ,  i s  

c l o s e r  to t he t h e o r i e s ,  t han what  j_s t he  case in school s  in 

p r a c t i c e ,  as i d e n t i f i e d  by answers to t he  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

Thi s  i s  shown a l s o  in t he q u o t a t i o n  f rom a t e a c h e r  on page 

281.  The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  l i s t s  in d e c r e a s i n g  o r d e r  o f  s i z e  

t he  c a t e g o r i e s  whi ch emerged.  Te a c h e r s  ment i o ned  one or  two 

c a t e g o r i e s  each on a v e r a g e .

Qu e s t i o n  3 What  do you t h i n k  i s  t he  purpose o f  moral  

e d u c a t i o n ?
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T a b l e  7 (3): the p u r p o s e  of m ora l e d u c a t i o n

1. I n d i v i d u a l  dev e l opment .

2.  C o n f o r m i t y  to s o c i a l  norms.

3.  F a c i l i t a t e  l i v i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s .

4.  T o l e r a n c e .

5.  Become happy a d u l t s .

6.  C r e a t e  b e t t e r  s o c i e t y / w o r l d .

7.  Teach r i g h t  and wrong.

8.  C h a l l e n g e  s o c i e t y .

9.  No p u r p o s e / m i s c e l l a n e o u s .

No . of  
ment i ons  

45

% of  
sample  

5 0 . 0

28 3 1 . 8

28 3 1 . 8

16 18 . 2

15 17 . 0

10 1 1 . 4

9 10 . 2

7 8 . 0

6 6 . 8

1.  I n d i v i d u a l  deve l opment

I t  i s  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  to see f rom t h i s  t a b l e  t h a t  h a l f  the

t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t he  dev e l opment  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n  as

the main aim of  moral  e d u c a t i o n .  As p a r t  o f  e d u c a t i n g  t he

whol e  pe r son ,  c h i l d r e n  shoul d  g r a p p l e  w i t h  moral  p r ob l ems ,

l e a r n  to a n a l y s e  and s o l v e  them,  to d ev e l o p  t h e i r  own moral

agency and autonomy.  For  t e a c h e r s  unaware of  t h e o r i e s  of

moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  t hese  aims ar e  r e m a r k a b l y  c l o s e  to t hose of

c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  and the

d r a w i n g - o u t  model  I d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r .  However ,  i n d i v i d u a l

autonomy was a l s o  a l l i e d  t o r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r s .

The purpose of  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  to a s s i s t  
s t u d e n t s  to t a k e  a g r i p  on t h e i r  own d e s t i n i e s ,  
l e a r n  to be s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d ,  
o b j e c t i v e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  and honest  in t h e i r  
t h i n k i n g .
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Moral  e d u c a t i o n  ought  t o be an e n a b l i n g  p r o c e s s ,  
g i v i n g  s t u d e n t s  t he  t o o l s  and powers o f  a n a l y s i s  so 
t h a t  t h e y  may assess t h e m s e l v e s ,  t he w o r l d  around  
them and t h e i r  p l a c e  i n i t .

To a l l o w  t he  p u p i l s  to q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  s t and on 
moral  i s s u e s ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e i r  own b e l i e f s  and to 
make t h e i r  own d e c i s i o n s  on t h e i r  f u t u r e  moral  
s t a n d a r d s .

Most  o f  us hope t o b r i n g  our  s t u d e n t s  to moral  
aut onomy,  but  f r e q u e n t l y  we seem t o have i nduced  
c y n i c i s m and d e s p a i r  i n s t e a d .

To e n a b l e  an i n d i v i d u a l  to make up t h e i r  own mind 
about  what  i s  ' r i g h t '  and ' wr ong '  w i t h  r e g a r d  to a 
u n i v e r s a l  se t  of  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and t o s t i c k  t o t h i s  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o t h e r  i n f l u e n c e s .  ( I d e a l i s t i c ! )

2.  C o n f o r m i t y  t o s o c i a l  norms

31.8% ment i o ne d  t h i s  pur po se .  The school  shoul d t each

c h i l d r e n  to conf or m to t he  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t he  s c h o o l ,

s o c i e t y ,  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  or  God.  T h i s  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  vi ew

c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t he p r e v i o u s  v i e w ,  and a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t he

i dea  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  somehow ' p u t  i n t o '  c h i l d r e n .

I t  shoul d  dev e l op  an a d u l t  whose v i ews and 
b e h a v i o u r  conf orm to t hose  acc e p t e d  by s o c i e t y  as 
' m o r a l ' .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  must  to some e x t e n t  be 
indoctrination.
Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  t r a i n  c h i l d r e n  in d i s c i p l i n e  
and mor a l s  by o b l i g i n g  them to conf or m t o p a r e n t  or  
school  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  so t h a t  t hey  w i l l  i n t e r n a l i s e  
a moral  code and a c q u i r e  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .

Th i s  l a s t  q u o t a t i o n  i s  f rom a t e a c h e r  who i n c l u d e s  both

i n d i v i d u a l  c h o i c e  and s o c i a l  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  i n t he  purpose of

moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Th i s  seems i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t he  pr edo mi nan t

s t age  t h i n k i n g  o f  my sampl e ,  i . e .  3 / 4 .

The pur pose shoul d  be to produce a d u l t s  who can
c o n s i d e r  t he  q u e s t i o n  o f  mor a l s  and adopt  f o r
t he ms e l v e s  a mode o f  l i f e  w i t h  v a l u e s  a c c e p t a b l e
not  o n l y  to them but  t o o t h e r s  in s o c i e t y .
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3.  F a c i l i t a t e  l i v i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s

At f i r s t  s i g h t  t he 31.8% of  t e a c h e r s  who endor se  t h i s

c a t e g o r y  mi ght  have been p l a c e d  in t he p r e v i o u s  c a t e g o r y .

However ,  t h e r e  i s a d i f f e r e n c e .  The answers in t he  p r e v i o u s

c a t e g o r y  s t r e s s  d i s c i p l i n e  and s o c i a l  r u l e s ,  whereas in t h i s

one t he  s t r e s s  i s  on an i n d i v i d u a l  awareness o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e i r

r i g h t s ,  needs and f e e l i n g s .

Moral  b e h a v i o u r  comes out  of  r e c o g n i s i n g  a 
r e a s o n a b l e  b a l a n c e  bet ween t he  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  needs,  
d e s i r e s  and r i g h t s  and t hose o f  o t h e r s .

To e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  to see t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
o p i n i o n s  and a c t i o n s  in t erms o f  t he w e l l - b e i n g  of  
o t h e r s .

To c r e a t e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s  who w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  put  
t he  need o f  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  own per so na l  
d e s i r e s .

4.  T o l e r a n c e

Thi s  c a t e g o r y  and t he  r e m a i n i n g  ones ar e  endor sed by a much

s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r s  t han t he  f i r s t  t h r e e

c a t e g o r i e s .  18.2% c o n s i d e r e d  t he purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n

to be s t u d y i n g  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  and p o i n t s  of  v i ew i n o r d e r  to

dev e l o p  t o l e r a n c e  o f  them.  In a sense ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s

c a t e g o r y  o v e r l a p s  w i t h  t he  p r e v i o u s  and t he  f i r s t  one.

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  encour age  t o l e r a n c e  o f  t he  
b e l i e f s  and l i f e - s t y l e s  o f  o t h e r s  and r e s p e c t  f o r  
o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  l i b e r t i e s .

To ge t  p u p i l s  t o c o n s i d e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  v i e w p o i n t s  on 
moral  i ssues  and h o p e f u l l y  t hen come to c o n c l u s i o n s  
of  t h e i r  own.
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5.  Become happy a d u l t s

Me nt i on e d  by 17% of  t e a c h e r s ,  t he c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y

were t hose o f  h a p p i n e s s ,  f u t u r e  s e l f - f u l f i l m e n t  and ' good'

c h a r a c t e r .  Some ment i ons  o v e r l a p  w i t h  c a t e g o r y  1.

To a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  a d u l t h o o d ,  i . e .  i n t o  t a k i n g  
a g r i p  on t h e i r  own d e s t i n i e s ,  l e a r n i n g  to be s e l f -  
r e l i a n t  and s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d .

To e n a b l e  peopl e  to l i v e  as happy and r i c h  a l i f e  
as p o s s i b l e  w i t h  c o n f i d e n t  a t t i t u d e .  To e x p l o r e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and ways of  l i f e ,  to d i s c o v e r  what  
t hey  e n j o y  b e s t .

To promote goodness (as opposed to badness)  of
c h a r a c t e r .

To produce a communi ty of  peopl e  who can l i v e
h a p p i l y  t o g e t h e r  in pe r so na l  f u l f i l m e n t .

6.  C r e a t e  b e t t e r  s o c i e t y / w o r l d

The 11.4% of  r esponses in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  want ed t o he l p  c r e a t e

a more j u s t ,  u n i t e d ,  c a r i n g  and har moni ous s o c i e t y  or  w o r l d .

The i deas  o f  f a i r  p l a y ,  n e i g h b o u r l i n e s s  and r e s p e c t  
are i m p o r t a n t  i f  s o c i e t y  i s  e v e r  to be more t han  
t he sum of  i t s  p a r t s .

At i t s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  to f o s t e r  a f e e l i n g  of
i d e n t i t y  in t he w i d e r  s o c i a l  g r oup,  t he  wo r l d  and
l i f e  as a w h o l e .

Tha t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  he l p  c r e a t e  a f a i r  w o r l d ,  
d e s p i t e  gover nment s  who want  to keep i t  unequal  and 
un f a i r .

S o c i a l ,  r a c i a l  and e mo t i o n a l  harmony.

7.  Teach r i g h t  and wrong

In t h i s  c a t e g o r y  were t e a c h e r s ,  o f t e n  in Roman C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l s ,  who were most  d e f i n i t e  about  t h e i r  r o l e .  I t  was to  

t e l l  c h i l d r e n  what  was r i g h t  and what  was wrong about  t h e i r

moral  b e h a v i o u r  ( 1 0 . 2 % ) .
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To t e l l  k i ds  what  i s r i g h t  so t he y  can d i s t i n g u i s h  
i t  f rom wrong.

To he l p  them overcome t e m p t a t i o n  and choose to ac t  
t he  r i g h t  way when t h e r e  i s  no i mmed i a t e  r e wa r d .

To i n c u l c a t e  what  one ought  to do in s i t u a t i o n s .

To g i v e  p u p i l s  some n o t i o n  o f  what  may be 
c o n s i d e r e d  r i g h t  and wrong.

A l t h o u g h  t he p e r c e n t a g e  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  s m a l l ,  I woul d

sugges t  t h a t  many more t e a c h e r s  a c t u a l l y  c a r r y  out  t h i s  aim

in school  than t he y  r e a l i s e  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  ' c o n t r o l l i n g '

f u n c t i o n .  However ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  in t hese  answers c o n s i d e r

t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  happens,  i t  shoul d  n o t .

8.  C h a l l e n g e  s o c i e t y

The 8% of  r esponses  here t ook t he  l i n e  t h a t  t he  purpose of

moral  e d u c a t i o n  was t o q u e s t i o n  and c r i t i c i s e  s o c i e t y  r a t h e r

than conform to i t ,  as in c a t e g o r y  2.

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  ought  t o  be about  maki ng s t u d e n t s  
c r i t i c a l l y  aware o f  t he  w o r l d  around them.

I woul d l i k e  to see s t u d e n t s  be i ng made more aware  
of  what  s o c i e t y  i s  ab o u t ,  what  t hey  a r e  goi ng to  
f a c e ,  and to q u e s t i o n  c a r e f u l l y  and w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  
a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  w i l l  c o n f r o n t  them.

The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  i nduce in
p u p i l s  an open and q u e s t i o n i n g  a t t i t u d e  to t he
communi t y .

9.  No p u r p o s e / m i s c e l l a n e o u s

Th i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  6.8% i n c l u d e d  t hose  t e a c h e r s  who d i d n ' t  know 

what  moral  e d u c a t i o n  was,  or  were not  i n t e r e s t e d ,  or  s a i d  i t

shoul d not  happen in s c h o o l .
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I ' v e  no i dea  what  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  and I ' m not  
r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .

I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what  ought  to happen in 
s c h o o l s .  Th i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  woul d be d i f f i c u l t  to  
t e a c h .

Do t e a c h e r s  have t he  r i g h t  to expound v a l u e s  and 
s t a n d a r d s  t o p u p i l s  f rom v a r i o u s  backgr ounds?

C a n ' t  say because moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  r a t h e r  vague  
to me. I am r a t h e r  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  peopl e  g i v i n g  a 
moral  l e a d .

The most  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  to be drawn f rom t he answers  

to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  endor se  

aims whi ch ar e  s i m i l a r  to Kohl  b e r g ' s  p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g .  

Yet  few of  them in f a c t  d e mo n s t r a t e d  p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g  on 

the MJ I .  And o n l y  one o f  them had e v e r  heard of  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

t h e o r i e s .  Those in c a t e g o r y  1,  and to some e x t e n t  in 

c a t e g o r i e s  3,  4 and 6 ,  exp r e s s  i d e a s  o f  moral  aut onomy,  

mutual  r e s p e c t ,  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and commi tment  to  

j u s t i c e .  However ,  t hose  who end or sed  c a t e g o r y  1 d i d  score  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  on WAS ( S i g .  . 05  X = 3 7 1 . 4 4 1 9 ) ,  and di d  

i n c l u d e  t hose w i t h  some p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g .  Those s u b j e c t s  

who ment i oned t he d i r e c t  t e a c h i n g  o f  r i g h t  and wrong scored  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l owe r  on WAS ( S i g .  . 043  X = 3 3 8 . 8 8 8 9 ) .  These

r e s u l t s  were d i s c u s s e d  in Ch a p t e r  5,  s e c t i o n  5 . 6 .  I t  seems 

r e a s o n a b l e  t h e r e f o r e  to suggest  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  woul d r espond  

to t he  ' j u s t i c e '  model  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  o f  moral  

e d u c a t i o n ,  and a l s o  to t he ' e mpa t h y '  model  of  M c P h a i l .

No s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were f ound bet ween t he answers  

to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and any of  t he  o r g a n i s m i c  v a r i a b l e s .
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7.. 5 Qu e s t i o n  4:  A c h i e v i n g  t he  pur pose

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  was a p r a c t i c a l  one o f  how t he  aims o f  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  cou l d  be a c h i e v e d ,  and so to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  

t e a c h e r s  f e l l  back on where t hey  a l r e a d y  knew i t  took p l a c e ,  

whi ch t hey  d e s c r i b e d  in t he  answers t o q u e s t i o n  2,  e . g .  

t e a c h e r  exampl e and t he  p a s t o r a l  system in s c h o o l .  Tea cher s  

on ave r age  ment i oned two c a t e g o r i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  some ment i oned  

up to f i v e .  Many t e a c h e r s  were aware o f  t h e i r  l a c k  of  

k n o w l e d g e .

A l l  t hese  are v e r y  vague and i d e a l i s t i c  o b j e c t i v e s .  

Q u e s t i o n  4 What  ought  to happen i n school s  i f  t hey  ar e  to  

a c h i e v e  t h i s  purpose?

T a b l e  7 ( 5 )  A c h i e v i n g  t he purpose

1.  Teacher  b e h a v i o u r / e x a m p l e /  

hi dden c u r r i c u l u m .

2.  C r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  c o n c e r n .

3.  Whole school  commi tment .

4.  P a s t o r a l / t u t o r  syst em.

5.  Tea cher  t r a i n i n g .

6.  School  s t r u c t u r e .

7.  C h i l d - c e n t r e d n e s s .

8.  Se p a r a t e  s u b j e c t .

9.  Communi ty c o n t a c t .

10.  D o n ' t  k n o w / m i s c e l l a n e o u s .

11.  In H u m a n i t i e s / R . E .

No . o f  
ment i ons  

32

29

27

22

16

15

12

11

11

11

6

% of  
sample  
3 5 . 5

3 2 . 2  

3 0 . 0  

2 4 . 4  

1 7 . 8  

1 6 . 7

1 3 . 3  

1 2 . 2 . 

12 . 2  

12.2

6 . 7
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1. Te a c h e r  b e h a v i o u r / e x a m p l e / h i d d e n  c u r r i c u l u m

The 35.5% who endor sed  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  s a i d  t h a t  t e a c h e r s

shoul d  be c a r i n g ,  s u p p o r t i v e ,  f a i r ,  t r u t h f u l ,  c o n s i s t e n t  and

gi ve  r easons  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  ( i . e .  be p e r f e c t ! ) .

S t a f f  who l e a d  by exampl e  in a l l  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  
wi t h  both c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r  s t a f f .

S t a f f  shoul d uphol d p r e c e p t s  o f  t r u t h ,  f a i r n e s s  and 
j u s t i c e  in t he  way t he y  t r e a t  p u p i l s .

C o n s i s t e n t  appr oach by s t a f f  i n d e a l i n g  w i t h  
e v e r y d a y  pr obl ems ( e . g .  r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r s  and 
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  t o l e r a n c e  t owar ds  t hose of  
d i f f e r e n t  sex ,  age ,  c o l o u r ,  o p i n i o n s ,  t e l l i n g  on 
t hose who b u l l y ,  s t e a l ,  e t c . ) .

I t  i s  m a i n l y  a c h i e v e d  t h r ough  t he  hi dden  
c u r r i c u l u m .

The empl oyment  o f  t e a c h e r s  hav i ng  t he  a b i l i t y  to  
e mpa t h i s e  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o f  a l l  b a c k gr ound s /  
opi n i ons .

2.  C r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  concer n

32.2% s a i d  t h a t  moral  i s s ue s  shoul d  be d i s c us s e d  more in a l l

s u b j e c t s  in s c h o o l ,  and moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  not  be a

s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t .

A l l  s u b j e c t s  must  i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n  whi ch
i n e v i t a b l y  i n c l u d e s  moral  q u e s t i o n s .  To a l l o w
s u b j e c t  t e a c h e r s  to l e a v e  i t  to s p e c i a l i s t s  i s  not
h e a l t h y  f o r  s t a f f  or  s t u d e n t s .

I t  shoul d be acr oss  t he  c u r r i c u l u m  and r e q u i r e s  
c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  how each De par t me nt  mi ght
c o n t r i b u t e .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  t a k e  p l a c e  acr oss  t he
c u r r i c u l u m .
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3.  Whole school  commi tment

To some e x t e n t  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o v e r l a p s  w i t h  t he  p r e v i o u s  one.

However ,  not  o n l y  shoul d  moral  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  acr oss

the c u r r i c u l u m ,  but  in a l l  o t h e r  school  a c t i v i t i e s  as w e l l .

30% o f  t he sample endor sed t h i s  v i e w.

Consensus among s t a f f ,  manager s ,  e t c .  about  what  we 
ar e  hopi ng t o a c h i e v e .

The whol e s t a f f  and t he management  s t y l e  o f  t he  
school  shoul d  be s y m p a t h e t i c  t o moral  e d u c a t i o n .

There  shoul d  be a c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  p o l i c y  in t he  
aims of  t he s c h o o l .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  pe r vades  t he  whol e c u r r i c u l u m ,  
e t hos  and r u n n i n g  o f  t he  s c h o o l ,  and e v e r y  member  
of  t he  communi ty must  have equal  s t a t u s .

4.  P a s t o r a l / t u t o r  system

The r esponses  in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  ( 2 4 . 4 %)  s t r e s s  t he  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  form t u t o r s  f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n .  They a l so  

suggest  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  ought  to happen w i t h i n  the  

p a s t o r a l  system and s u b j e c t s  l i k e  pe r so na l  and s o c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n .

The t u t o r i a l  system shoul d  devot e  t i me  to 
d i s c u s s i n g  moral  i s s ue s  w i t h  p u p i l s .

The o r g a n i s e d  r ound a bout  o f  s o c i a l  s u b j e c t s  our  
p u p i l s  are  asked to c o n s i d e r  i n t he f o u r t h  and 
f i f t h  f orms i s a good system - where i t  f a l l s  down 
i s  t h a t  we cannot  f o r c e  them t o do what  i s  be s t  or  
even to t h i n k  about  t he  i s s u e s .

PSD cour se  - 1 p e r i o d  a week f o r  a l l  -  r e s o u r c e d ,
pl anned to d e v e l o p  r ange o f  d i s c u s s i o n s / p e r c e p t i o n s  
of  b e n e f i t s  o f  moral  s t a n d a r d s .  But  shoul d  eschew 
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .

I t  cou l d  t ake  p l a c e  i n t u t o r  p e r i o d ,  bas i ng  i t  on 
L i f e  S k i l l s / A T W  e x e r c i s e s ,  whi ch e v e r y  form shoul d  
do .
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5.  T e a c he r  t r a i n i n g

17.8% c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  needed he l p  in t he a r ea  of  

moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  not  o n l y  in t he  f orm o f  s p e c i a l i s t  t e a c h e r s ,  

i n - s e r v i c e  cour ses  and c u r r i c u l u m  ' p a c k s '  but  in more t i me  

and f u n d i n g .

I t  has to be s p e c i a l l y  t i m e t a b l e d  w i t h  a q u a l i f i e d  
moral  e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h e r ,  whi ch w i l l  not  be p o s s i b l e  
w i t h  p r e s e n t - d a y  c u t - b a c k s .

A programme of  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  and the  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  some t e a c h i n g  pack r e l y i n g  on r o l e -  
p l a y i n g ,  e t c .

Ap po i n t  and t r a i n  s t a f f  w i t h  s k i l l s  in c r e a t i n g  
p o s i t i v e  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r a t h e r  t han w i t h  
s u b j e c t  s p e c i a l i s m s .  enc our age  t he f u r t h e r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  dev e l opment  of  t e a c h e r s  as team 
members.

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  have a p l a c e  on the  
t i m e t a b l e  f rom t he  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  
needs s t a f f  who have had s u f f i c i e n t  e d u c a t i o n  
t h emse l ves  f o r  t he  t ask  and shoul d  not  j u s t  be 
ass i gned  to anyone.

6.  School  s t r u c t u r e

The main concer n of  t he  16.7% in t h i s  c a t e g o r y  was t h a t  t he

school  s t r u c t u r e  shoul d  be more d e m o c r a t i c  - t h a t  i s w i t h

more p u p i l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  - and l e s s

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  or  h i e r a r c h i c a l .  Th i s  i s  s i m i l a r  t o Kohl  b e r g ' s

' j u s t  communi t y '  i d e a .

I n v o l v e  p u p i l s  i n dev e l opment  o f  t he  s c h o o l ,
e s p e c i a l l y  in r u l e s  and puni shment s  but  a l s o  in 
maj or  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t t e r s .

School  o r g a n i s a t i o n  needs to become l ess
h i e r a r c h i c a l  and more open - a p l a c e  where s t u d e n t s
e x e r c i s e  c h o i c e  ove r  t h e i r  wor k ,  and have
r e s p o n s i  b i 1 i t y .
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School s  ought  to be based on moral  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i . e .  
t he  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t he  school  f rom Head down 
shoul d o p e n l y  be seen to be wo r k i n g  in a f a i r  and 
j u s t  way.

The School  Counc i l  i s  i m p o r t a n t  as i t  p r o v i d e s  t he  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to a i r  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .

C h i l d - c e n t r e d n e s s

S i m i l a r l y  to a c a t e g o r y  in t he p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  r esponses

her e  endor se  p u p i l - c e n t r e d  s c h o o l s ,  t h a t  i s ,  school s  where

p u p i l s  are  l i s t e n e d  to and t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y .  The 13.3%

m e n t i o n i n g  t h i s  ar e  more t han t he 4.4% in q u e s t i o n  2.

S t a f f  shoul d  be w i l l i n g  to g i v e  more c o n s t r u c t i v e  
hel p  and t o l i s t e n  t o c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .

I mp or t an ce  i s  added t o each i n d i v i d u a l  by t a i l o r i n g  
t he work to s u i t  t h e i r  needs.  P r o f i l i n g  i s  one way 
of  maki ng c h i l d r e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  and aware of  
t h e m s e l v e s .

8.  S e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t

12.2% suggest ed  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be a s e p a r a t e  

s u b j e c t .

Time se t  a s i d e  in t he  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  moral  i ssues  to  
be e x p l o r e d .

What ought  to happen i s  f o r  t he  school  day to be 
s t r u c t u r e d  to i n c l u d e  t i me  f o r  Moral  Ed uc a t i o n  
al ong t he  l i n e s  o f  S t a r t l i n e  and L i f e l i n e .

Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be dev e l o ped  as a c u r r i c u l a r  
a r e a .  U s e r - f r i e n d l y  m a t e r i a l s  shoul d  be a t  t he  
d i s p o s a l  o f  t e a c h e r s .

9.  Communi ty c o n t a c t

Th i s  c a t e g o r y  of  12.2% i n c l u d e d  v a r i o u s  gr o ups ,  p a r e n t s ,  

e x p e r t s ,  e t c .  as p o s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  who 

mi ght  v i s i t  t he  school  or  be v i s i t e d  f rom s c h o o l .
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Speaker s  f rom o u t s i d e  on d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s
p r a c t i c e s ,  t r i p s  to t empl es  and mosques,  dances,  
communi ty p r o j e c t s ,  h e l p i n g  t he  e l d e r l y  and young.

Back- up f rom e x t e r n a l  a g e n c i e s  woul d be an a s s e t  - 
c h u r c h e s ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  S a m a r i t a n s ,  c h a r i t i e s ,  
etc.

P a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .

School s  shoul d  not  be s e p a r a t e  c o mmuni t i e s .
R a t h e r ,  t he y  shoul d  pe r f o r m a s e r v i c e  to t he  
b e n e f i t  o f  t he  whol e  communi ty - not  a f a l s e  w o r l d  
w i t h  f a l s e  v a l u e s  j u s t  f o r  m i n i - a d u l t s .

10.  D o n ' t  k n o w / m i s c e l l a n e o u s

Thi s  i s  a mi xed c a t e g o r y  o f  i t ems whi ch cou l d  not  be

c l a s s i f i e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  and i n c l u d e d  t hose  who d i d n ' t  know what

ought  t o happen in s c h o o l s .  ( 12 . 2 %)

The school  a l r e a d y  has i t s  own m o r a l i t y .

Ensure t h a t  u n a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o u r  has an
a p p r o p r i a t e  u n p l e a s a n t  consequence f o r  t he  c h i l d .

'A'  l e v e l  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s  miss out  on moral
d i s c u s s i o n s .  How mat ur e  in t h i s  r e s p e c t  are  our  
f u t u r e  s c i e n t i s t s  and doc t o r s ?

I do not  envy anyone t r y i n g  t o se t  up such a 
programme.  I wonder  how l ong i t  woul d be b e f o r e
t he  school  was v i s i t e d  or  t e l e p h o n e d  by i r a t e
p a r e n t s .

As soon as any l e s s on  on t he  t i m e t a b l e  i s  c a l l e d
moral  e d u c a t i o n  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  sunk!
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11. In H u m a n  i ti e s / R .E .

In t he  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  was s p l i t  between two

o t h e r s .  Here t he i n d i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  H u ma n i t i e s  as a s u b j e c t

is c o n s i d e r e d  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  t han t he

p a s t o r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  as a who l e .  R. E .  a l s o  i s  o n l y  c o n s i d e r e d

by a few t e a c h e r s  to be a good v e h i c l e  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t he aims

of  moral  e d u c a t i o n .

I f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  l i n k e d  to R. E .  i t  makes more 
sense.  O t h e r w i s e  i t s  mor a l s  a r e  h i g h l y
q u e s t i  o n a b l e .

The r o l e  of  t he  h u m a n i t i e s  t e a c h e r  shoul d  become
more i m p o r t a n t  in t h i s  a r e a .  St udy o f  con t empo r a r y
i ssues  in s o c i e t y  i n c l u d i n g  b i a s ,  p r e j u d i c e ,  
e v i d e n c e ,  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w p o i n t s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  
h o p e f u l l y  to dev e l opment  o f  m o r a l i t y .

O v e r a l l ,  t he r esponses  to t h i s  q u e s t i o n  e x p r e ss  t he  i dea  t h a t

the school  as a whol e  shoul d  have a f i r m  p o l i c y  f o r  and

commi tment  to moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h i s  shoul d be

demonst r a t ed  in t he o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t he  s c h o o l ,  t he  o v e r t  and

t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m .  Tea c he r s  shoul d  p r a c t i c e  what  t hey

p r e a c h ,  but  a l s o  need dev e l opment  and t r a i n i n g  t h emse l ves  in

o r d e r  to deal  a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h  moral  i s s u e s .

There  was o n l y  one s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  any o f  t he  

o r g a n i s m i c  v a r i a b l e s .  Women were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more l i k e l y  

t han men ( S i g .  . 0 0 6 )  to endor se  t he  v i ew t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  

shoul d t a k e  p l a c e  in h u m a n i t i e s  or  R. E.  l e s s o n s .  Ther e  were  

no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o WAS.
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7 . 6  F a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  Qu e s t i o n s  3 and 4

As w i t h  t he  p r e v i o u s  two q u e s t i o n s ,  a f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  was 

made to see i f  t h e r e  were any c o n s i s t e n t  or  c o h e r e n t  t r e n d s  

in t he  i de a s  to be f ound w i t h i n  t he  r esponses  to q u e s t i o n s  3 

and 4.  Ag a i n ,  t he  l o a d i n g s  were not  v e r y  h i gh and o n l y  f i v e  

f a c t o r s  gave r e a s o n a b l e  a c c o u n t s ,  so any comments must  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  as s p e c u l a t i v e .

F a c t o r  1

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

.63 Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t .

. 62 Te a c he r s  need t r a i n i n g  to t e a c h  i t .

.61 The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s to deve l op  

i n d i v i d u a l  moral  autonomy.

. 43 S o c i e t y  and p e o p l e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  shoul d  be q u e s t i o n e d .  

. 30  The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  to e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  

t o  c o n s i d e r  t he  r i g h t s  and w e l l - b e i n g  of  o t h e r s  as 

w e l l  as t h e m s e l v e s .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 4 3  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  too d i f f i c u l t / s c h o o l s  a l r e a d y  

doi ng i t .

- . 4 1  I t  shoul d  t a k e  p l a c e  i n p a s t o r a l  s y s t e m / t u t o r  t i m e .  

- . 3 0  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  has no purpose i n s c h o o l .

An e n t h u s i a s t i c  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  appr oach to moral  e d u c a t i o n  

i s  shown a t  t he  p o s i t i v e  end o f  t h i s  f a c t o r .  I n o r d e r  to



- 302 -

he l p  s t u d e n t s  dev e l o p  t h e i r  moral  autonomy and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  needs and r i g h t s ,  t e a c h e r s  shoul d have 

t r a i n i n g  in moral  e d u c a t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s .  Then i t  cou l d  be 

t a u g h t  in school  as a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  equal  to o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  At  t he n e g a t i v e  p o l e  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in 

moral  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  seen t o have no purpose in school  or  

as too d i f f i c u l t  t o t e a c h .  School s  may a l r e a d y  be doi ng i t  

wel l  enough t h r ough  t he  t u t o r i a l  or  p a s t o r a l  system.

F a c t o r  2

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

.64 The school  s t r u c t u r e  shoul d  be d e m o c r a t i c  w i t h  more 

pup i l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

. 60 P u p i l s  shoul d be r e s p e c t e d  and t h e i r  v i ews l i s t e n e d  

t o .

.56 The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s to c r e a t e  a b e t t e r ,  

f a i r e r  s o c i e t y  and w o r l d .

. 38 I t  shoul d he l p  peop l e  to l i v e  t o g e t h e r  in mutual  

r e s p e c t .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 3 8  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be in H u ma n i t i e s  or  R. E.  

1e s s o n s .

- . 3 2  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  has no pur pose in s c h o o l .

The p o s i t i v e  po l e  her e  s t r e s s e s  t he  r o l e  o f  t he  school  as a 

d e mo c r a t i c  and f a i r  communi t y ,  where p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s  are  

equal  and a l l  o p i n i o n s  r e s p e c t e d .  T h i s  i s  seen as
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p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  and t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  to l e a d ,  as p u p i l s  grow 

up,  to a f a i r e r  s o c i e t y  in whi ch peopl e  can more c a r e f u l l y  

b a l a n c e  t h e i r  needs a g a i n s t  t he  needs o f  o t h e r s .  The 

n e g a t i v e  p o l e  den i e s  t h a t  t h i s  shoul d happen in school  and 

c o n s i d e r s  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be l e f t  t o p a r e n t s  and 

r e l i g i o n s .  I f  i t  has to be in s c h o o l ,  i t  shoul d be d i scus sed  

i n H u ma n i t i e s  or  R. E.  l e s s o n s .

F a c t o r  3

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

.47 P a r t  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  i n v o l v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h

p a r e n t s ,  t he  communi t y ,  v i s i t i n g  s p e a k e r s ,  e t c .

.37 Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t .

. 36 Te a cher s  shoul d  have t r a i n i n g  to t each  i t .

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 6 4  Ther e  shoul d be more d i s c u s s i o n  of  moral  i ssues  in 

a l l  c u r r i c u l u m  s u b j e c t s .

- . 4 4  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  a l s o  be a p o l i c y  commi tment  by 

t he  whol e school  .

- . 3 3  The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o dev e l o p  

i n d i v i d u a l  moral  aut onomy.

L i k e  F a c t o r  1,  t he  p o s i t i v e  po l e  o f  t h i s  f a c t o r  sees moral  

e d u c a t i o n  as a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  s p e c i a l i s t ,  t r a i n e d  

t e a c h e r s .  C o n t a c t  shoul d  a l s o  be made w i t h  p a r e n t s  and t he  

l o c a l  communi t y ,  v i s i t s  a r r a n g e d  out  of  s c h o o l ,  and v i s i t i n g  

speaker s  i n v i t e d  i n t o  s c h o o l .  The n e g a t i v e  pol e  den i e s  t h a t
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moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t .  I n s t e a d ,  moral  

i s s u e s  shoul d be d i s c u s s e d  in a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  a 

p o l i c y  agr eed by t he  whol e s c h o o l .  The main aim of  t h i s  

p o l i c y  shoul d  be to d e v e l o p  moral  autonomy and

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s k i l l s  in i n d i v i d u a l  p u p i l s .

F a c t o r  4

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

.61 Tea cher s  shoul d  p r o v i d e  a good exampl e o f  moral  

b e h a v i o u r .

. 46 The purpose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s to e n a b l e  p u p i l s  to 

c o n s i d e r  o t h e r s  as w e l l  as t h e m s e l v e s .

. 44 P u p i l s  shoul d  be t a u g h t  what  i s  r i g h t  and wrong.

. 33 They shoul d  s t udy  and l e a r n  to t o l e r a t e  d i f f e r i n g  

p o i n t s  o f  v i ew.

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 3 9  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  t a k e  p l a c e  in t u t o r i a l /  

p a s t o r a l  syst em.

- . 3 5  Co n t a c t  w i t h  t he  l o c a l  communi ty i s  i m p o r t a n t .

Th i s  i s  t he f i r s t  f a c t o r  to v i e w ,  a t  i t s  p o s i t i v e  end,  t he  

r o l e  of  t he t e a c h e r  as t he most  i m p o r t a n t  i n moral  e d u c a t i o n .  

By g i v i n g  a good moral  exampl e  in t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

p u p i l s ,  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  e n a b l e  p u p i l s  t o l e a r n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

f o r  o t h e r s .  P u p i l s  shoul d  a l s o  be t o l d  what  i s r i g h t ,  but  

l e a r n  to t o l e r a t e  t he  p o i n t s  o f  v i ew of  o t h e r  peopl e  even
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t hough t he y  mi ght  be c o n s i d e r e d  wrong.  The n e g a t i v e  end of  

t h i s  f a c t o r  c o n t a i nes r esponses  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  t a k e  p l a c e  i n t he  t u t o r i a l / p a s t o r a l  syst em,  

w i t h  use made o f  t he r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  in t he l o c a l  

commun i t y .

F a c t o r  5

P o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s

. 49 P u p i l s  shoul d  be t a u g h t  what  i s  r i g h t  and wrong.

. 46  They shoul d  conf or m to t he  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  s c h o o l ,  

s o c i e t y  or  God.

. 38  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  shou l d  t a k e  p l a c e  in t u t o r i a l /  

p a s t o r a l  syst em.

N e g a t i v e  l o a d i n g s

- . 5 6  Moral  e d u c a t i o n  has no pur pose i n s c h o o l s .

- . 3 7  I t  i s  too d i f f i c u l t / s c h o o l s  doi ng i t  a l r e a d y .

P o s i t i v e  r esponses  her e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p u p i l s  shoul d  conform 

t o  t he  moral  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t he  s c h o o l ,  s o c i e t y  or  God.  

These v a l u e s  shoul d  be t a u g h t  as r i g h t  in t he  t u t o r i a l /  

p a s t o r a l  syst em.  N e g a t i v e  r espo nses  deny t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 

pur pose or  a p l a c e  f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  in s c h o o l .  The 

l o a d i n g s  f o r  t hese  r esponses  a r e  h i g h e r  t han t he  p o s i t i v e  

o n e s .

The f i r s t  two of  t hese  f a c t o r s  a r e  t he  most  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as 

t he  p o s i t i v e  po l e  o f  each i s s t r o n g l y  i n f a v o u r  o f  moral
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e d u c a t i o n  and t he  n e g a t i v e  po l e  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  moral  

e d u c a t i o n .  The p o s i t i v e  po l es  d i f f e r ,  however ,  in t h e i r  

i d e a s .  F a c t o r  1 t a k e s  an academi c or  c u r r i c u l u m  vi ew of  

moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  whereas F a c t o r  2 s t r e s s e s  d e mo c r a t i c  

p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t he  whol e s c h o o l .  The l a t t e r  vi ew i s  

r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  in many r e s p e c t s ,  and t he  f o r me r  

somet hi ng l i k e  W i l s o n ' s .  The o t h e r  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  ar e  more 

mi xed,  w i t h  F a c t o r  5 t a k i n g  per haps  t he  most  i n d o c t r i n a t i v e  

or  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  v i e w ,  and F a c t o r  4 s t r e s s i n g  t he  r o l e  o f  t he  

t e a c h e r  in p r o v i d i n g  a good model .  F a c t o r  3 emphasi ses t he  

i mp o r t a n c e  o f  communi ty c o n t a c t  and r e s o u r c e s ,  thus i s  

per haps t he most  l i k e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  t h e o r y .  Thr ee  of  t he  

n e g a t i v e  po l es  ( F a c t o r s  1,  2 and 5) a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  in

see i ng  l i t t l e  pur pose in moral  e d u c a t i o n  and e x p r e s s i n g  

d i s i n t e r e s t .  The n e g a t i v e  po l e  of  F a c t o r  5,  w i t h  t he  h i g h e s t  

l o a d i n g s ,  e x p r e s s e s  t he  most  a n t i p a t h y .

7 . 7  C o r r e l a t i o n  o f  a l l  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s  in t he  s t udy

The l a s t  a n a l y s i s  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  t h i s  s t udy  was o f  t he

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet ween a l l  t he  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s  in Chapt e r s  6 

and 7.  These ar e  t he  O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  cont i nuum (4

f a c t o r s ) ,  t he  I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  (2 f a c t o r s ) ,  t he  Moral

Devel opment  (4 f a c t o r s )  and t he  Moral  E d u c a t i o n  (5 f a c t o r s ) .  

A Pearson C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  t e s t  was used.
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There was a t o t a l  o f  113 c o r r e l a t i o n s  o f  wh i ch  o n l y  n i ne  were 

s i g n i f i c a n t .  Th i s  i s  a v e r y  smal l  number ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as some 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  m i g h t  be e x p ec t e d  by chance.  The 

c o r r e l a t i o n s  were a l s o  not  v e r y  s t r o n g ,  m o s t l y  i n the .2 to 

.3 r ange .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  may be wo r t h  r e p o r t i n g  e i g h t  of  

them.  One has a l r e a d y  been r e p o r t e d  i n Chap t e r  6,  s e c t i o n  

6 . 5 .

O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  1 x Moral  Ed u c a t i o n  5.

( C o r r .  - . 2 7 2 7 ,  S i g .  . 009)

There i s  some t endency  f o r  r esponses  t o  m o r a l i t y  wh i ch  s t r e s s  

a u n i v e r s a l  o b j e c t i v e  r i g h t ,  o f t e n  d e c i de d  by r e l i g i o n ,  t o  go 

w i t h  r esponses  say i ng  t h a t  t he pur pose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  

t o t each  r i g h t  and wrong,  and t h a t  p u p i l s  shou l d  conf or m to 

the e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t he s c h o o l ,  s o c i e t y  or  God. A l s o ,  a 

t endency  f o r  emphasi s  on maki ng moral  r u l e s  by m a j o r i t y  

agreement  t ends t o go w i t h  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n moral  

e d u c a t i o n .

O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  2 x Moral  Deve l opment  3.

( C o r r .  - . 2 4 8 7 ,  S i g .  . 018)

Comments deny i ng  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any r i g h t  answer ,  but  say i ng  

t h a t  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g  are i m p o r t a n t  and t h e r e  are some 

b a s i c  moral  r u l e s  t end  to go w i t h  comments s t r e s s i n g  the 

i mp o r t a n c e  o f  the exampl e o f  t e a c h e r s  and f i r m  d i s c i p l i n e  in 

moral  e d u c a t i o n .  At  t he o p p o s i t e  p o l e s ,  comments c o n f i r m i n g
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the p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  of  t he  school  in moral  dev e l o pme n t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t he  p a s t o r a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t end t o go w i t h  m o r a l i t y  

bei ng dec i de d  by t he  i n d i v i d u a l  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t he same f o r  

ever yone  i f  r eason i s  used and consequences c o n s i d e r e d .

O b j e c t i v e / S u b j e c t i v e  4 x Moral  Deve l opment  1.

( C o r r .  . 3 0 8 5 ,  S i g .  . 003 )

O b j e c t i v e  and a b s o l u t i s t  s t a t e m e n t s ,  f o r  exampl e t h a t  t h e r e  

is one c o r r e c t  answer  to moral  p r o b l e ms ,  and t h e r e  are  

u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  whi ch shoul d  be t he  same f o r  eve r ybody  

tend to go w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  about  t he  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  of  

the f a m i l y ,  t he  school  and r e l i g i o n  on moral  dev e l o pme n t ,  and 

the i mp o r t a n c e  in school  of  t e a c h e r  exa mpl e ,  d i s c i p l i n e  and 

As se mbl i e s .  On t he o t h e r  hand,  s t r e s s  on i n d i v i d u a l  f e e l i n g s  

in m o r a l i t y  and a r e j e c t i o n  of  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  t ends to 

go w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  deve l opment  in moral  e d u c a t i o n  t hr ough  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  as p a r t  of  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m .

I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  1 x Moral  Deve l opment  1.

( C o r r .  - . 2 0 2 4 ,  S i g .  . 056 )

Thi s  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  o n l y  j u s t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  but  t he comments 

seem to match q u i t e  w e l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  The p o s i t i v e  pol e  of  

the f o r me r  f a c t o r  s t r e s s e s  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  t he i n d i v i d u a l  

as moral  j udge  and moral  a g e n t ,  and t he  n e g a t i v e  po l e  of  the  

l a t t e r  f a c t o r  s t r e s s e s  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  in moral  

ed u c a t i o n  and r e j e c t s  t he c onsc i ous  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  o f  moral



- 309 -

v a l u e s .  The o t h e r  two po l es  comment on t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  of  

moral  v a l u e s  by t he  f a m i l y ,  t he  school  and r e l i g i o n ,  and on 

p a s t o r a l  s u b j e c t s  and As sembl i es  i n s c h o o l .

I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  1 x Mor a l  Ed u c a t i o n  5.

( C o r r .  - . 2 0 7 5 ,  S i g .  . 0 5 0 )

The f a c t o r  above whi ch s t r e s s e s  i n d i v i d u a l  m o r a l i t y  r a t h e r  

t han s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  to a n o t h e r  f a c t o r ,  and 

to comments about  moral  e d u c a t i o n  hav i ng no purpose in 

s c h o o l ,  be i ng too d i f f i c u l t  or  a l r e a d y  be i ng coped w i t h  we l l  

enough by s c h o o l s .  The s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y  end o f  t he f i r s t  

f a c t o r  goes w i t h  comments in t he  second f a c t o r  t h a t  p u p i l s  

shoul d be t a u g h t  r i g h t  and wrong and shoul d conform to t he  

school  or  s o c i e t y ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  on moral  b e h a v i o u r .

Moral  Deve l opment  1 x Moral  Ed u c a t i o n  5.

( C o r r .  . 2 8 5 6 ,  S i g .  . 0 0 6 )

As mi ght  be e x p e c t e d ,  t he  two f a c t o r s  both c o r r e l a t e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w i t h  I n d i v i d u a l / S o c i a l  F a c t o r  1 ar e  a l s o  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to each o t h e r .  t he  p o s i t i v e  po l es  of

t he s e  two f a c t o r s  bot h s t r e s s  t he  p u t t i n g  i n to c h i l d r e n  of

s o c i e t y ' s  v a l u e s  by moral  e d u c a t i o n .
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Moral  Ed uc a t i o n  4 x Mor a l  Deve l opment  3 

( C o r r .  . 3 3 3 0 ,  S i g .  . 0 0 1 )

Comments s t r e s s i n g  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  i n f l u e n c e s  on moral  

d e v e l o p me n t ,  and t e a c h e r s '  moral  exampl e  in school  as we l l  as 

t he  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t i e s  and Assembl i es  t end  

to go w i t h  comments on t he p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  of  t he p a s t o r a l  

c u r r i c u l u m  as we l l  as o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  in s c h o o l .  One would  

a c t u a l l y  e x p e c t  a n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  her e  as i t  i s  t he  

n e g a t i v e  po l e  of  t he second f a c t o r  whi ch a ga i n  emphasi ses the  

i mp or t a n c e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  and t he  exampl e  o f  t e a c h e r s .

Moral  Deve l opment  4 x Moral  E d u c a t i o n  1.

( C o r r .  . 2 3 0 2 ,  S i g .  . 029 )

Responses in Moral  Ed u c a t i o n  F a c t o r  1 s t r e s s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a ppr oach ,  w i t h  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  

p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r s .  These r esponses  t end to go w i t h  

n e g a t i v e  comments about  what  c u r r e n t l y  happens in s c h o o l s ,  

where o n l y  t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  and R. E.  l essons  have a 

p o s i t i v e  moral  i n f l u e n c e .

A t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n  to be drawn f rom t he s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

mi ght  be t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t he  number o f  t e a c h e r s  s t r e s s i n g  

o b j e c t i v e  or  a b s o l u t i s t  v i ews and t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  o f  moral  

v a l u e s  i s s m a l l ,  t he  v i ew whi ch t h e y  hol d i s  more 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  ex p r e s s e d  t han t he  v i ews o f  t he m a j o r i t y  of  

t e a c h e r s  whi ch are  more o p e n - mi nde d ,  bot h o b j e c t i v e  and



- 311 -

s u b j e c t i v e ,  and l e s s  c e r t a i n .  I t  seems t h a t  by t h e i r  v e r y

n a t u r e  a b s o l u t i s t  v i ews ar e  l i k e l y  to be more c o n s i s t e n t l y  

h e l d .  Th i s  may e x p l a i n  why t h e r e  are more c o n n e c t i o n s

between f a c t o r s  s t r e s s i n g  c o n f o r m i s t  or  o b j e c t i v i s t  v i ews in 

t hese  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  l o we r  l o a d i n g s .  The s t r ong  

p o s i t i v e  l o a d i n g s  on Moral  E d u c a t i o n  F a c t o r  1 has one 

c o r r e l a t i o n ,  and t hose  on Moral  Ed u c a t i o n  F a c t o r  2 whi ch

s t r e s s  democracy have no c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  any o t h e r  f a c t o r .

Ther e  were no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  

e x c e p t  as r e p o r t e d  in p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s .
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CHAPTER EIGHT:  CONCLUSION

8 . 1  I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  s t udy  began w i t h  ge n e r a l  r a t h e r  t han s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  

and was i n t e n d e d  to be e x p l o r a t o r y .  There  was l i t t l e  

p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  a v a i l a b l e  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  to use as a 

s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  but  t he  e x p l o r a t i o n  had t o f o l l o w  a l o g i c a l  

pat h and use a v a i l a b l e  met hods.  The sur vey  was to be a wi de  

one,  not  j u s t  o f  t e a c h e r s '  a t t i t u d e s  to m o r a l i t y ,  but  a l s o  to  

moral  dev e l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .  Any one o f  t hese  

a l one  woul d have made a s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  

However ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  in t he  c o n n e c t i o n s  between  

t e a c h e r s '  t h i n k i n g  in t hese  t h r e e  a r e a s ,  however  t enuous t hey  

mi ght  be.  I sus pe c t e d  t h a t  i t  woul d in any case be d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  t e a c h e r s  to be e x p l i c i t  about  them,  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  I 

woul d be t r y i n g  to ge t  a t  i m p l i c i t ,  unconsc i ous  and ma i n l y  

n o n - v e r b a l i s e d  a t t i t u d e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  any assumpt i ons  I mi ght  

make woul d have t o be c o n s i d e r e d  t e n t a t i v e .

I t  i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h a t  so many of  t he  outcomes have proved  

to be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t .  But  t h i s  i t s e l f  cou l d  

be c o n s i d e r e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in compar i sons  o f  d a t a ,  as e v i d e n c e  

of  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and i n c o n s i s t e n t  i deas  in t h i s  a r e a .  The 

o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  as s t a t e d  in Ch a p t e r  1,  were as f o l l o w s .

i )  What  s t a ge s  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  sense ,  are  

e x p r e s s e d  by B r i t i s h  t e a c h e r s ?

i i )  What  ar e  t he  p r e v a l e n t  t h e o r i e s  e x p l i c i t  or  i m p l i c i t  in 

t h e i r  e t h i c a l  t h i n k i n g ?
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i i i )  What  do t hey  t h i n k  about  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  i t s  

i m p o r t a n c e ,  how i t  occur s  a t  t he  moment and how i t  

shoul d be done?

The ne x t  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  

answer  t hese  q u e s t i o n s ,  in t he l i g h t  o f  t he r e s u l t s  s t a t e d  in 

Chapt e r s  5,  6 and 7,  but  f i r s t ,  some r emar ks  about  the  

r e s e a r c h  in ge n e r a l  and i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s .

The number of  t e a c h e r s  who c ompl e t ed  both t he  i n t e r v i e w  and 

the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 90,  per haps r a t h e r  s m a l l .  However ,  t he  

amount  o f  da t a  p r o v i d e d  was l a r g e .  A l o t  can be s a i d  in up 

to two hours o f  i n t e r v i e w ,  and much w r i t t e n  on open 

q u e s t i o n s .  A l s o ,  I woul d have p r e f e r r e d  a more m u l t i - r a c i a l  

sampl e .  A l l  t he  t e a c h e r s  e x c e p t  one were o f  Ca ucas i an  r a c e ,  

t he one e x c e p t i o n  be i ng  a woman West  I n d i a n .  But  a 

p r o p o r t i o n  of  one in 90 may w e l l  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t  t he

p r o p o r t i o n  of  o t h e r  r ace s  to Caucas i an  t e a c h e r s  i n t he

p r o f e s s i o n .

Many t e a c h e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  r esponses  to t he  i n t e r v i e w  

were " o f f  t he  c u f f "  and t h a t  t he  nex t  day or  t he  ne x t  week 

t h e i r  r esponses  woul d per haps have been d i f f e r e n t .  A few in 

f a c t  r e t u r n e d  l a t e r  t o ask me to a l t e r  t h i n g s  t h e y  had s a i d ,  

or  t o make c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  more c l e a r  in case t he y  were

mi s u n d e r s t o o d .  I d i d  not  a l t e r  any s t a t e me n t s  but  I d i d

agr ee  to c l a r i f y  them i f  n e c e s s a r y .  I t  seems t h a t  an 

i n t e r v i e w  does not  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  t i me t o ge t  to r e a l l y  

c l e a r  t h i n k i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on a d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t  and i n t he
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mi d d l e  o f  a busy school  day f o r  some s u b j e c t s .  The i n t e r v i e w  

di d  appear  to s t a r t  a pr ocess  whi ch cou l d  have gone on much 

l o n g e r ,  a b e g i n n i n g  to c o n s i d e r  i ssues  r e c o g n i s e d  as 

i m p o r t a n t  ones by t e a c h e r s  but  whi ch t hey  had o f t e n  never  

b e f o r e  had t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o c l a r i f y  or  d i s c u s s .

In r e t r o s p e c t  I woul d have r e p h r a s e d  t he  f i r s t  two q u e s t i o n s  

in t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  As i t  was,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  and 

d i v i s i o n  i n t o  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e ,  h i n d e r e d  t he a n a l y s i s  

and l e d  to too many c a t e g o r i e s .  Al so I woul d have j o i n e d  

some c a t e g o r i e s  t o g e t h e r  in o r d e r  to i n c r e a s e  t he l i k e l i h o o d  

of  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between q u e s t i o n s .  Ther e  i s  

a l s o  a sense of  a r t i f i c i a l i t y  about  c o n s t r u c t i n g  c a t e g o r i e s .  

They t end to o v e r l a p  w i t h  each o t h e r  because what  peopl e  

w r i t e  and say i s  compl ex .  I t  mi ght  a l s o  have been b e t t e r  to 

use a c l u s t e r  a n a l y s i s  r a t h e r  t han a f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  in the  

s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s .  I t  was c o n s i d e r e d ,  however ,  t h a t  as I was 

i n t e r e s t e d  in t he  c o n n e c t i o n s  bet ween i d e a s ,  a f a c t o r  

a n a l y s i s  mi ght  pr ove more p r o f i t a b l e .  There  i s s t i l l  scope 

in t he  da t a  f o r  case s t u d i e s  t o be made,  whi ch was a n o t h e r  

p o s s i b l e  way of  o r g a n i s i n g  t he  d a t a .  C e r t a i n l y  I have 

i n c l u d e d  a l a r g e  number o f  q u o t a t i o n s  f rom t e a c h e r s  in t he  

r e s u l t s  c h a p t e r s ,  as I d i d  want  t he  t e a c h e r s  as f a r  as 

p o s s i b l e  to speak f o r  t h e ms e l v e s  as w e l l  as to comment as 

a c c u r a t e l y  as I cou l d  on what  t he y  s a i d .

To comment a c c u r a t e l y  i s  no easy t ask  in s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

r e s e a r c h .  P r i n g  a l s o  q u e s t i o n s  t he m o r a l i t y  o f  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  

r e s e a r c h  on pe o p l e .
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"Nor  i s  i t  m o r a l l y  p o s s i b l e  to t r e a t  them
e x p e r i m e n t a l l y ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  c e r t a i n  e l e me n t s  in 
t h e i r  e n v i r o n me n t  w h i l s t  cha n g i ng  and exami n i ng  
o t h e r s . . .  We ar e  not  t h e r e f o r e  i n t he p r o v i n c e  o f  
c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  o b j e c t s  t h a t  
can be m a n i p u l a t e d " .  ( 1 9 8 4 ,  p . 7)

As t he  s u b j e c t  o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  not  an o b j e c t ,  n e i t h e r  i s  the  

r e s e a r c h e r  an o b j e c t .  She has her  own c o m p l e x i t y  of  v a l u e s ,  

f e e l i n g s ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  has to  

t r y  t o  be as o b j e c t i v e  as p o s s i b l e .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  r e c e n t  

a d o p t i o n  of  Habermas'  ' h e r m e n e u t i c '  v i ew of  measur i ng  peopl e  

has been in r esponse  to c r i t i c i s m s  o f  h i s  c l a i ms  o f  psycho

m e t r i c  v a l i d i t y .  But  he s t i l l  c l a i m s  t h a t  h i s  method is  

s c i e n t i f i c  as we l l  as i n t e r p r e t a t i v e .  In c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t he

l o g i c a l  p o s i t i v i s t  approach to s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h ,  t he  

h e r me n e u t i c  approach i s  not  d e t a c h e d .  Habermas says t h a t  

when doi ng i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  one must  e n t e r  w i t h  

an a t t i t u d e  of  communi cat i on  bet ween t he  o b s e r v e r  and t he  

o b s e r v e d ,  i . e .  one must  j o i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n .  The good 

i n t e r v i e w e r ,  l i k e  a good c o u n s e l l o r ,  must  see t he wo r l d  

t h r ough  t he i n t e r v i e w e e ' s  eye s .  T h i s  i s  what  I have t r i e d  to  

do,  d e s p i t e  t he  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  t he r e s e a r c h  met hods.

I have a l r e a d y  c l a i me d  t h a t  a c o u n s e l l i n g  approach to 

i n t e r v i e w i n g  i s e s s e n t i a l ,  as i t  i s  more e f f e c t i v e  in 

r e a c h i n g  i n t u i t i o n s  and n o n - v e r b a l  r esponses  as w e l l  as 

v e r b a l  r es po ns e s .  Al so i t  put s  t he  i n t e r v i e w e e  more a t  ease  

and a l l a y s  a n x i e t y  and h o s t i l i t y .  I n c o u n s e l l i n g  i t  i s  t he  

c l i e n t ' s  agenda t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  and t a l k e d  t h r o u g h .  In  

e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i t  i s  t he  e x p e r i m e n t e r ' s  agenda t h a t  i s  

par amount .  I saw my r o l e  as one o f  f i n d i n g  out  what
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t e a c h e r s '  agendas on m o r a l i t y  w e r e ,  by us i ng  t he  q u e s t i o n s  I 

had,  but  a l s o  g i v i n g  s u b j e c t s  as much t i me and a t t e n t i o n  as 

t h e y  needed to say a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h e y  wi shed however  much 

t r a n s c r i b i n g  was i n v o l v e d  a f t e r w a r d s .  A g a i n ,  in c o u n s e l l i n g ,  

t he  c l i e n t  has a h i dden agenda,  beh i nd  r e s i s t a n c e  and

d e f e n c e s .  The c o u n s e l l o r  t r i e s  t o d i s c o v e r  t h i s  by c a r e f u l

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  a l l  a s pec t s  o f  t he  o v e r t  agenda p r e s e n t e d  by a 

c l i e n t .  Repeat ed b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s  or  r e a c t i o n s  as f a r  back 

as c h i l d h o o d  can a l s o  r e v e a l  some of  t h i s  hi dden agenda.

Some of  t he  a n a l y s i s  o f  my s u b j e c t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  an a t t e m p t  

to i n f e r  t h e i r  h i dden p h i l o s o p h i c  agenda f rom t h e i r  o v e r t  

a g e n d a .

I t  i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  in my v i e w ,  to conduct  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  

m o r a l i t y  us i ng o n l y  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Some of  t he  s u b j e c t s  

who compl e t ed  t he q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f i r s t  in t he  p r e s e n t  s t udy ,  

were h o s t i l e  t o t he  t o p i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e  d i d  not  make much 

e f f o r t  to compl e t e  i t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y .  T h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  to  

m o r a l i t y  was c o n d i t i o n e d  by t he  meani ng of  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

m o r a l i s i n g  t h a t  t he y  a t t a c h e d  to t he  c o n c e p t .  Th i s  h o s t i l i t y  

had l a r g e l y  d i s s i p a t e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  sub sequent  i n t e r v i e w ,  when 

o t h e r  meani ngs had been e x p l o r e d  or  r e c o g n i s e d .

8 . 2  T e a c h e r s '  s t ages  o f  j u s t i c e  r e a s o n i n g

The r e s u l t s  o f  s c o r i n g  Kohl  b e r g ' s  Moral  Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  

were perhaps t he  l e a s t  ambi guous in t h i s  s t udy .  But  some of
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them were hard to e x p l a i n ,  as t hey  appear ed  to c o n t r a d i c t  

Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  and o t h e r  s t u d i e s .

Perhaps t he  most  s t r i k i n g  f a c t  was t h a t  o n l y  9% o f  t he  sample  

showed e v i d e n c e  o f  p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  

compared u n f a v o u r a b l y  w i t h  s t u d i e s  on t e a c h e r s  in t he  U . S . A .  

whi ch used R e s t ' s  D e f i n i n g  I s s u e s  T e s t .  However ,  as s t a t e d  

i n Ch a p t e r  5,  R e s t ' s  measur e ,  a m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t ends in i t s e l f  to i n f l a t e  s t age  s c o r e .  I 

have a l s o  suggest ed  o t h e r  r easons  why Amer i can t e a c h e r s  scor e  

more h i g h l y .  P r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  i s  

c l o s e l y  c onnec t ed  w i t h  t he  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t he  U. S.  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  whi ch a l l  Amer i cans  become f a m i l i a r  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  In t h i s  c o u n t r y  we have no w r i t t e n  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  no e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s a b l e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  I have f ound no e v i d e n c e  o f  

s t u d i e s  in European c o u n t r i e s  us i ng  t he  MJI  to make o t h e r  

c ompa r i s on s .  A f i g u r e  o f  9% a t  t he  h i g h e s t  s t age  does 

compare however ,  w i t h  t he 10% of  t he ge n e r a l  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n t he  U. S.  c l a i me d  by Kohl  berg to r each St age 5 / 6 .  Th i s  

a l s o  suggest s  t h a t  t e a c h e r  scor es  in o t h e r  s t u d i e s  a r e  

i n f l a t e d .

In any e v e n t ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  in a l l  known s t u d i e s  

are c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e a s o n e r s .  In many ways t h i s  i s  not  

s u r p r i s i n g .  The t e a c h i n g  j ob  i s  one in whi ch t e a c h e r s  ar e  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  l aw and o r d e r  in s c h o o l ,  and w i t h  c o n t r a c t u a l  

o b l i g a t i o n s .  Th i s  i s  l i k e l y  to keep t e a c h e r s  a t  St age 4.
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Onl y a t  ' p r o g r e s s i v e '  s c h o o l s ,  whi ch are few in number ,  do 

t e a c h e r s  f i n d  t he f r eedom t o be d e m o c r a t i c .  Most  school s  do 

not  have a d e m o c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  and t hose  t h a t  do f a c e  an 

u p h i l l  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  in p a r e n t s  

and s o c i e t y  in g e n e r a l .  My sample d i d  not  i n c l u d e  t e a c h e r s  

f rom d e m o c r a t i c  school s  ( e . g .  Count e s t h o r p e , L e i c s . )  who 

mi g ht  have been a t t r a c t e d  t h e r e  by t h e i r  own St age  5 

p r i n c i p l e s .  G i f f o r e  and Lewi s ( 1 9 7 8 )  suggest  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  

t he  demands of  t he  school  , t e a c h e r s  can c r e a t e  a more open 

and d e m o c r a t i c  a t mospher e  in t h e i r  own c l a s s r o o ms .  T h i s ,  I 

woul d s u g g e s t ,  i s v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  and mi ght  cause h o s t i l i t y  

not  o n l y  f rom o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  but  f rom s t u d e n t s  who a r e  used 

to be i ng  c o n t r o l l e d  by most  t e a c h e r s .  I t  woul d appear  

c o n t r a r y  to t he  e t hos  or  a t mosphere  o f  t he  s c h o o l .

St age 5 p r i n c i p l e d  t h i n k i n g  was e v i d e n t ,  however ,  in 48. 9% of  

t e a c h e r s  on t he  t h i r d  o f  t he  moral  e d u c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s .  In 

t a l k i n g  about  t he  pur pose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

p u p i l s ,  t hey  ment i oned  p r i n c i p l e s  of  j u s t i c e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  

r i g h t s  and autonomy,  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  mut ual  r e s p e c t .  

T e a cher s  e n d o r s i n g  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  on 

WAS. Onl y  10% endor sed t he  v i ew t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  

g i v e  d i r e c t  t r a i n i n g  on r i g h t  and wrong,  and t h i s  l a t t e r  

group were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o we r  on WAS. T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

t e a c h e r s  have t he p o t e n t i a l  f o r  St age 5 r e a s o n i n g  even though  

i t  d i d  not  y e t  appear  in t h e i r  MJ I s .  T h e i r  bes t  r e a s o n i n g  

appear s  in t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  whi ch t h e y  have 

t h o u g h t  about  and d i s c u s s e d  as p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  r a t h e r  t han in
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Kohl  b e r g 's h y p o t h e t i c a l  d i l emmas .  I woul d f u r t h e r  suggest  

t h a t  t he y  are  i n h i b i t e d  by t he  ' l a w  and o r d e r '  system t hey  

have to e n f o r c e  in school  f rom r e a l i s i n g  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l .  Or 

one cou l d  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  t he  school  system a c t u a l l y  

depr e sses  t h e i r  s t age  of  r e a s o n i n g .  I woul d t h e r e f o r e  not  

agr ee  w i t h  t he c r i t i c i s m  v o i c e d  by Bloom ( 1 9 7 6 )  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  

have a p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o be a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and r u l e - b o u n d  

t h i n k e r s .  Some of  c o u r s e ,  have ,  but  t he m a j o r i t y  have t he  

p o t e n t i a l  to be t he  open,  f l e x i b l e ,  p r i n c i p l e d  t e a c h e r s  our  

c h i l d r e n  need.  Th i s  i s what  t hey  say t h e y  shoul d  be,  and 

what  t he  c h i l d r e n  in t h e i r  ca r e  shoul d  become.

As f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of  p r i n c i p l e d  p o t e n t i a l ,  I o f f e r  my 

e x p e r i e n c e  in i n t e r v i e w i n g  t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h i s  s t udy  and in 

r u n n i n g  moral  di l emma d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  them.  T h e i r  

u n f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  moral  di l emmas and a mb i v a l e n c e  about  t he  

concept  o f  m o r a l i t y  caused ner vousness  and f u m b l i n g  f o r  

wor ds,  as i f ,  a l t h o u g h  l i v i n g  t h e i r  own moral  l i v e s ,  t h e r e  

was some ' f r e e w h e e l i n g '  or  ' ' s l a c k '  in t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  about  

m o r a l i t y .  When d i s c u s s i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  and t h i s  ' s l a c k '  i s  

t aken  up,  t he  i mp r e s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e y  r a p i d l y  move up t o t he  

p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l .  A s t udy  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  may a l s o  have 

t he  e f f e c t  o f  r a i s i n g  s t a g e .  However ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say 

w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  g e n u i n e ,  because ev e r y o ne  wants to be ' a t '  

t he  ' h i g h e s t '  s t a g e .

A l t h o u g h  t he  age o f  t e a c h e r s  in t he  s t udy  r anged f rom 23 to  

57,  and t h e i r  y e a r s  of  e x p e r i e n c e  r anged f rom one t o  30,
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t hese  were not  r e l a t e d  t o s t age  s c o r e .  From t h i s  i t  appear s  

l i k e l y  t h a t  t he  j ob  o f  t e a c h i n g  e i t h e r  depr e sses  moral  s t age  

or  i n h i b i t s  i t s  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o pme n t .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  v i ew i s  t h a t  

l i t t l e  c o g n i t i v e  dev e l opment  i s  to be e x p e c t e d  a f t e r  e a r l y  

a d u l t h o o d  in t he  sense o f  hard or  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a g e s ,  but  t h a t  

s o f t  r e f l e c t i v e  s t ages  may o c c u r .  I woul d c o n s i d e r  t h a t  

Kohl  berg u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  

gr owt h and change in a d u l t h o o d ,  f o r  t he r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  and l e a r n i n g  f rom e x p e r i e n c e .  Hi s l o n g i t u d i n a l  

s u b j e c t s  are as y e t  in e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d ,  and few o t h e r  a d u l t  

s t u d i e s  have been made w i t h  r e - t e s t i n g  over  t i me  to assess  

any s t age  change.

At  t he  l owe r  end o f  t he  s t age  scor es  were t e a c h e r s  a t  St ages

2 / 3  and 3 ( 1 1 %) .  T h i s  suggest s  t h a t  t he  moral  r e a s o n i n g  of  a

number o f  t e a c h e r s  in secondar y  school s  i s  l i k e l y  to be a t  a

l owe r  s t age  t han t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  Kohl  b e r g ' s  moral  di l emma

d i s c u s s i o n s  a l s o  r e q u i r e  t e a c h e r s  to u nd e r s t a n d  one s t age

above t he  h i g h e s t  s t age  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  in o r d e r  t o

s t i m u l a t e  s t u d e n t  d e v e l o p me n t .  F r a e n k e l  ( 1 9 7 6 )  asks how a

t e a c h e r  who r easons  a t  St age 3 can be e x p e c t e d  to p r e s e n t  a

St age 5 ar gument  t o a St age 4 s t u d e n t  so as to f o s t e r  moral

de v e l opment  i f  t he  t e a c h e r  cannot  even comprehend such an

ar gument .  W i l k i n s  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h i s  h i g h l i g h t s  a f o r m i d a b l e

pr obl em in moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  and t h a t

" I f  we v a l u e  moral  e d u c a t i o n  because o f  i t s  obv i ous  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  d e m o c r a t i c  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  t hen  
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  programs . . .  w i l l  have to seek 
ways o f  r a i s i n g  t he  l e v e l  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  in  
t e a c h e r s .  ( 1 9 8 0 ,  p.  549)
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But  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  not  j u s t  about  moral  r e a s o n i n g  and 

t e a c h e r s '  and s t u d e n t s '  s t age  o f  dev e l o pment  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  

sense .  Th i s  p o i n t  w i l l  be r e t u r n e d  to in a l a t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  

t h i s  c h a p t e r .

To r e t u r n  now to t he  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  on s t age  s c o r e s .  

One of  t he h a r d e s t  to e x p l a i n  i s  t he  l owe r  scores  of  t e a c h e r s  

of  s c i e n c e  s u b j e c t s  compared w i t h  t e a c h e r s  o f  h u ma n i t i e s  

s u b j e c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s t o r y .  As s u b j e c t  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  in  

B r i t i s h  school s  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  e i t h e r  14 or  16,  one cou l d  

s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  a f t e r  t h a t  age ar e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  

meet  moral  di l emmas in l i t e r a t u r e  and h i s t o r y .  However ,  

t h e r e  ar e  moral  di l emmas in t he  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of  sc i e n c e  and 

t e c h n o l o g y .  And s c i e n t i s t s  are as l i k e l y  to watch f i l m s ,  

r ead books and newspaper s ,  e t c .  as any o t h e r  g r a d u a t e s ,  so 

t he y  woul d not  escape exposur e  to moral  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

i s s u e s .  But  i t  may be t h a t  such exposur e  i s l e s s  on t he  

whol e  t han t h a t  o f  g r a d u a t e s  in t he  h u m a n i t i e s .  I t  i s  

per haps wor t h  m e n t i o n i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  t he ms e l v e s  j udged t he  

p e r s o n a l ,  s o c i a l  and h u m a n i t i e s  s u b j e c t s  as m o r a l l y

e d u c a t i v e ,  but  h a r d l y  endor sed t he  s c i e n c e s  as m o r a l l y

e d u c a t i v e .  I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s  woul d have l e s s  

exposur e  to moral  i s s u e s .  H u ma n i t i e s  s u b j e c t s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  

an e l e me n t  o f  s t u d y i n g  and c r i t i c i s i n g  v a r i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  and 

t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The d i f f e r e n c e  r e p o r t e d  had no

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  sex o f  t e a c h e r s  of  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s .

Ot he r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a l r e a d y  suggest ed  as e x p l a n a t i o n s  in  

Ch a pt e r  5 i n c l u d e  a p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n t i f i c  way o f  t h i n k i n g  or  

some k i nd  o f  b i a s  in t he MJI  as a meas ur i ng  i n s t r u m e n t .
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As r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  s t udy  i s  unusual  in r e p o r t i n g  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  sex d i f f e r e n c e  among t he  sampl e on WAS sco r e .

The d i f f e r e n c e  was not  caused by t he  sex o f  t he p r o t a g o n i s t s  

in t he  d i l emmas .  Th i s  was changed f o r  e v e r y  a l t e r n a t e  

i n t e r v i e w ,  and was f ound not  t o be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  

e i t h e r  t o WAS or  to t he  sex o f  t he  s u b j e c t .  Ac cor d i ng  to  

Kohl  b e r g ,  t h e r e  shoul d not  be such d i f f e r e n c e  when t he  sample  

i s homogeneous in r e g a r d  t o p r o f e s s i o n  and e d u c a t i o n a l

a c h i e v e me n t .  However ,  sex d i f f e r e n c e  has been found in some 

s t u d i e s .  Wa l k e r  ( 1 9 8 2 )  s a i d  a sex b i a s  c ou l d  occur  f o r  two 

r e a s o n s .  The f i r s t  was t h a t  t he sexes were f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  in t h e i r  r a t e  o f  dev e l opment  and t he  e n d p o i n t  

r e a c h e d .  T h i s  appear s  t o stem f rom F r e u d ' s  ( 1 9 2 7 )  a s s e r t i o n  

t h a t  women l a c k  moral  m a t u r i t y  due to d e f i c i e n c i e s  in same-  

sex p a r e n t a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Th i s  i s  now commonly c o n s i d e r e d  

to be i n c o r r e c t .  A second reason f o r  sex b i as  cou l d  be

because t he  measurement  p r o c e d u r e s  f a v o u r  one sex and thus  

c r e a t e  a f a l s e  i mp r e s s i o n  t h a t  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  do e x i s t .

Th i s  l a t t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t he  one Kohl  berg has f r e q u e n t l y  

f a c e d ,  n o t a b l y  f rom G i l l i g a n  ( 1982 ) .  A l t h o u g h  Kohl  b e r g ' s  

de f enc e  i s  to say t h a t  t he  sequence o f  s t ag es  i n both sexes  

has been p r o v e d ,  i t  does not  f o l l o w  f rom t h i s  t h a t  any sex 

b i a s  has been e l i m i n a t e d .  I t  may be t h a t  G i l l i g a n  i s  r i g h t  

in her  v i ew t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  two d i s t i n c t  modes o f  d e s c r i b i n g  

t he s e l f  i n r e l a t i o n  to o t h e r s  - s e p a r a t e / o b j e c t i v e  and 

c o n n e c t e d .  The c r i t e r i o n  j udgment s  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  s c o r i n g  

r a t e  t he  ' o b j e c t i v e '  r esponses  o f  St ages  4 and 5 / 6  as b e t t e r
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r e a s o n i n g  t han t he  ' c o n n e c t e d '  r esponses  of  St age 3.  She 

a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an o r i e n t a t i o n  t owar ds  car e  whi ch  

i s used by i n d i v i d u a l s  in maki ng moral  d e c i s i o n s  whi ch aga i n  

i s de v a l u e d  by Kohl  b e r g ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  on t he  s u p e r i o r i t y  of  

moral  d e c i s i o n s  based on j u s t i c e .  Ot he r  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  

have s u p por t e d  G i l l i g a n ' s  c l a i m s .  (LYONS,  1983 ,  LANGDALE,  

1 9 8 6 ) .  Kohl  berg h i m s e l f  has now agr eed  t h a t  h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  

to j u s t i c e ,  whi ch may be t he cause o f  t he  h i g h e r  MJI  scores  

of  ma l e s ,  may be o n l y  p a r t  o f  t he  moral  domain and not  i t s  

e n t i r e t y .  In her  s t udy  on a b o r t i o n  d e c i s i o n ,  G i l l i g a n  a l s o  

made t he i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  t h a t  a d u l t  moral  deve l opment  

engaged t he  d i a l e c t i c  o f  j u s t i c e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t hr ough  

the a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  moral  c o n f l i c t  and c h o i c e ,  and t h a t  

t h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t he t e n s i o n  bet ween t he i d e a l  ( j u s t i c e )  and 

the  r e a l  ( r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and c a r e ) .  She a l s o  suggest ed t h a t  

in school s  j u s t i c e  as an i d e a l  and c o g n i t i v e  m o r a l i t y  was 

f o s t e r e d  by democracy and ca r e  was f o s t e r e d  by i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  or  a f f e c t i v e  m o r a l i t y .

There  may be p a r t i c u l a r  r easons  f o r  t he sex d i f f e r e n c e  found  

in my s t udy  whi ch ar e  to do w i t h  B r i t a i n .  Ther e  may be a 

hangover  s t i l l  f rom f e ma l e  r o l e  s t e r e o t y p i n g  whi ch t he  

f e m i n i s t  movement  here has not  a f f e c t e d  as much as in t he  

U . S . A .  And f e ma l e  t e a c h e r s  may have l owe r  s t a t u s  in t he  

school  system as a whol e in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  But  t he  q u e s t i o n  

of  sex b i a s ,  in Kohl  b e r g ' s  measure or  o f  a g e n d e r - b a s e d  

o r i e n t a t i o n  t owar ds  m o r a l i t y ,  i s  f a r  f rom answer ed .  Sex 

d i f f e r e n c e s  have i mp o r t a n c e  f o r  an i mproved u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of
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moral  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ,  and sex as a v a r i a b l e  f o r  s t udy  

shoul d be i n c l u d e d  in r e s e a r c h  des i gns  and me t h o d o l o g i e s  as a 

m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .

8 . 3  The e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t e a c h e r s

In Ch a p t e r  2 I d e s c r i b e d  some of  t he  " common sen s e " 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  some o f  t he main t e n s i o n s  in 

moral  p h i l o s o p h y  and a v a r i e t y  of  t he  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  

adopt ed by p h i l o s o p h e r s .  In p a r t i c u l a r  I c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t he  

meani ngs o f  ' m o r a l '  wor ds ,  t he  r o l e s  o f  t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g ,  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  ends and means,  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y ,  

o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  v i ews of  m o r a l i t y ,  and a b s o l u t i s t  

and r e l a t i v i s t i c  ways of  see i ng  moral  knowl edge .  From a 

sur vey  o f  a l l  t h e s e ,  I f ramed q u e s t i o n s  f o r  my t e a c h e r  

sampl e ,  in an a t t e m p t  to e l i c i t  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n s  f rom them.

I a l s o  conc l uded t h a t  t h e r e  was c o n f u s i o n  because t he  

ar gument s o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s  o f t e n  obscur ed t he ways in whi ch  

t hey  agr e e d .  T h e i r  commi tment  to l o g i c  appear ed  to g i v e  

t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  a r i g i d i t y  or  c u t - a n d - d r i e d  n a t u r e  whi ch was 

a c t u a l l y  f a r  f rom t he  case .  Co n v e n i e n t  t hough i t  may be,  and

c o m f o r t a b l e  t o o ,  to v i ew human be i ngs  as f i t t i n g  i n t o

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r i e s ,  i t  i s  a myt h.  Peopl e  a r e  l a r g e l y  

m o t i v a t e d  by compl ex unconsc i ous  and f r e q u e n t l y  i r r a t i o n a l  

d e s i r e s ,  as w e l l  as by t he  s i t u a t i o n s  in whi ch t hey  f i n d

t h e m s e l v e s .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any o r d e r  or  l o g i c  to be f ound .
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t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  to be a t  an i n s t i n c t i v e  or  i n t u i t i v e  

l evel  .

Te a c h e r s  ar e  not  p r o f e s s i o n a l  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s .  

P h i l o s o p h e r s  seek l o g i c ,  p r e c i s i o n  of  concept  d e f i n i t i o n ,  and 

c l a r i t y  o f  l a n g u a g e .  The t e a c h e r s  I i n t e r v i e w e d  had,  on t he  

w h o l e ,  never  b e f o r e  been asked q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e i r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  m o r a l i t y  or  a t t e m p t e d  to e x p r e ss  t hese  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  They were ner vous and u n c e r t a i n  as t hey  

t r i e d  to b r i n g  t h e i r  v i ews i n t o  words f rom an i n s t i n c t i v e  

l e v e l .  The r esponses  t o t he  i n t e r v i e w  quot ed in Ch a p t e r  4,  

s e c t i o n  4 . 7 ,  i n d i c a t e  j u s t  how d i f f i c u l t  a t ask  t h i s  was f o r  

them,  and one whi ch i n v o l v e d  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  as much as t h e i r  

t h i n k i n g .  Comments l i k e

I t h i n k  I ' v e  e x p l o r e d  t he i ssue  o f  mor a l s  more than
I ' v e  e v e r  done in my l i f e  b e f o r e .

were not  u n u s u a l .  In t he  i n t e r v i e w  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t hey  

were a t t e m p t i n g  what  P i a g e t  c a l l e d  c on sc i ous  r e a l i s a t i o n .  

But f o r  P i a g e t ,  wor k i n g  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  was a g r adu a l  

pr ocess  over  many y e a r s ,  o f  u n i t i n g  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  

m o r a l i t y ,  not  t he work of  a one and a h a l f  hour  i n t e r v i e w .  I 

ar gue h e r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  have p o t e n t i a l  not  on l y  

f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  Kohl  berg s t age  o f  r e a s o n i n g  t o t he  

p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l ,  but  f o r  a con s c i ous  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t he  

p r a c t i c a l  moral  l i v e s  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  l i v i n g .  The i n t e r v i e w  

was a b e g i n n i n g  to bot h t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  Tea cher s  ar e  c l o s e r  

to a r e a l  moral  l i f e  t han p h i l o s o p h e r s  are in t h e i r  

a b s t r a c t i o n s  and p o l i s h e d  d e f i n i t i o n s .  They are be i ng  moral  

agent s  in school  as u n c o n s c i o u s l y  as t h e y  ar e  be i ng  moral
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e d u c a t o r s .  For  t e a c h e r s ,  as f o r  most  l a y  p e r s o ns ,  moral

a c t i o n s  speak l o u d e r  t han moral  wor ds .  M o r a l i t y  i s  in

o p e r a t i o n ,  t hough not  a l ways r e c o g n i s e d ,  in t h e i r  e v e r y d a y

l i v e s .  Thus t e a c h e r s '  m o r a l i t y  cou l d  be t ermed e x i s t e n t i a l .

They ar e  e x p e r i e n c e d  in p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  but  not  in t h e o r y

or r e f l e c t i o n  on i t .  As one t e a c h e r  s a i d

I h a v e n ' t  got  a s e t  o f  p r o c e d u r e s .  I a c t  a l o t  on
i n s t i n c t .  I f  you see somet hi ng wrong on t he
p l a y g r o u n d  you j u s t  go i n ,  not  wal k  by.  To t a l k
about  t h i s  f o r  an hour  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t .

Human e x p e r i e n c e  i s t he  c r u c i b l e  in whi ch our  e t h i c a l  n o t i o n s

are d e v e l o p e d .  The f u n c t i o n a l  appr oach t o m o r a l i t y ,  f a v o u r e d

by p e r s o n a l i t y  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  may t hus pr ove  more u s e f u l  in

c l o s i n g  t he gap bet ween p r a c t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

The emphasi s on j udgment  and r e f l e c t i o n  as used by Kohl  berg

seems t o have wi dened t he  gap.  An e t h n o g r a p h i c  r e s e a r c h

p r o j e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t he  moral  a s p e c t s  o f  what  t e a c h e r s

a c t u a l l y  say and do in school  woul d be most  i n t e r e s t i n g .

Th i s  gap between t he  i d e a l  and t he  r e a l ,  between t h e o r e t i c a l  

v e r b a l i s e d  and p r a c t i c a l ,  o f t e n  i n t u i t i v e ,  m o r a l i t y  i s  not  

r e c o g n i s e d  by M a c I n t y r e .  For  he t a k e s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t he  

f o r me r  i s  mi s s i n g  in t he  modern w o r l d  as e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t he  

l a t t e r  i s  a l s o  m i s s i n g .  To be in o p e r a t i o n  between peopl e  

m o r a l i t y  does not  have to be d e f i n e d  or  even v e r b a l i s e d .  

M a c I n t y r e  ( 1 9 8 1 )  c l a i ms  t h a t  in our  i n c r e a s i n g  t e c h n i c a l  and 

b u r e a u c r a t i c  w o r l d ,  we have l a r g e l y  l o s t  our  compr eh ens i on ,  

both t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l ,  o f  m o r a l i t y .  He goes on to  

say t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t he  l anguage  and t he  appear ance s  of  

m o r a l i t y  p e r s i s t ,  t he  i n t e g r a l  sub s t a nce  o f  m o r a l i t y  has to a 

l a r g e  degr ee  been f r a g m e n t e d  and d e s t r o y e d .
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As f a r  as t he  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  I b e l i e v e  

t h a t  M a c I n t y r e  i s  undul y  p e s s i m i s t i c ,  and I woul d r e v e r s e  h i s  

s t a t e m e n t  as f o l l o w s .  A l t hough  t he l anguage  and appear ances  

of  m o r a l i t y  have to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  been l o s t ,  t he  i n t e g r a l  

subst ance  o f  m o r a l i t y  r emai ns  i n t a c t .  Ther e  are many r easons  

why I c o n s i d e r  t h i s  to be a more r e a s o n a b l e  h y p o t h e s i s .  

T a l k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  about  m o r a l i t y ,  whi ch i s  not  t he same as 

m o r a l i s i n g ,  has been d i m i n i s h e d  by decades o f  d e c l i n e  i n the  

st udy  of  p h i l o s o p h y  whi ch has l e d  to i n c r e a s i n g  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  

w i t h  moral  l anguage  f o r  each new g e n e r a t i o n .  The upsurge of  

i n t e r e s t  in h u m a n i s t i c  psy c ho l ogy  has s h i f t e d  t he  emphasi s to  

t he m o r a l i t y  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet ween peo p l e  f rom an emphasi s  

on ' o u t  t h e r e '  imposed ' o u g h t s ' .  M o r a l i t y ,  as we l l  as our  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t ,  i s  a l s o  d e e p l y  embedded in our  

c o l l e c t i v e  pas t  and in our  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s .

The t e a c h e r s  I i n t e r v i e w e d  knew b a s i c a l l y  what  m o r a l i t y  was 

in r e a l  l i f e  and e x p r e s s e d  a commi tment  to i t .  They were not  

ab l e  to argue l i k e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  about  such t h e o r i e s  as 

o b j e c t i v i t y  and s u b j e c t i v i t y  a l t h o u g h  t he y  had some awareness  

of  t hem,  as I s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  s h o r t l y .  When asked d i r e c t l y  

about  t h e i r  own moral  v a l u e s  ( q u e s t i o n  13)  86% of  t e a c h e r s  

shared t he  v i ew t h a t  m o r a l i t y  was r e s p e c t  f o r  o t h e r s ,  and 

t h a t  t h i s  r e s p e c t  was shown by be i ng f a i r ,  t r u t h f u l ,  

s u p p o r t i v e ,  c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  and k ee p i ng  p r o mi s e s .  Respec t  f o r  

o t h e r s  was not  shown by k i l l i n g ,  l y i n g  and s t e a l i n g .  Many 

t e a c h e r s  were a l s o  aware t h a t  t he  i d e a l  person does not  

e x i s t ,  and we ar e  a l l  l i a b l e  t o moral  f a i l u r e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
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most  o f  us t r y  t o r e s p e c t  o t h e r s  in t he  above ways most  of  

t he t i m e .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t hese  p r i n c i p l e s  may somet i mes  

v a r y ,  but  b a s i c a l l y  i t  seems t h e r e  ar e  c e r t a i n  cor e  moral  

v a l u e s .  60% of  t e a c h e r s  ( q u e s t i o n  14)  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t hese  

were or  shoul d  be t he  same f o r  e v e r y o n e .

I woul d go f u r t h e r  and s ugges t  t h a t  t h e s e  b a s i c  v a l u e s  

u n d e r p i n  a l l  c u l t u r e s ,  and t h a t  t hose  who see c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in v a l u e s  a r e  in f a c t  s e e i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  women,  f o r  exampl e ,  can be 

seen as u n f a i r  and unequal  in some c u l t u r e s ,  but  t hose  

u p h o l d i n g  such a p o s i t i o n  see i t  as s u p p o r t i v e  and p r o t e c t i v e  

of  women.  Many t e a c h e r s  and school s  t hus a v o i d  t he q u e s t i o n  

of  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  because t hey  have not  y e t  c o n s i d e r e d  

t he e x t e n t  to whi ch t he  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of  m o r a l i t y  are  

common, and t a k e  s u r f a c e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  

t hese  p r i n c i p l e s  to mean t h a t  t he  p r i n c i p l e s  t he ms e l v e s  

d i f f e r ,  or  are  c u l t u r e - b o u n d .  S i nce  B r i t a i n  t oday  i s a 

m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h i s  i s  an i s s ue  t h a t  needs to be 

addr e ssed  in s c h o o l s ,  and t he  ways in whi ch m o r a l i t y  i s  

u n i v e r s a l  made p a r t  o f  a c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y  on moral  e d u c a t i o n  

f o r  a l l  e t h n i c  gr oups .

To r e t u r n  to t e a c h e r s '  e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  t he  r e s u l t s  in  

Ch a p t e r  6 show t h a t  t he y  d i d ,  e x p l i c i t l y  or  i m p l i c i t l y ,  show 

most  of  t he p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  in C h a p t e r  2,  

but  t h a t  t hey  d i d  not  hol d  them v e r y  c o n s i s t e n t l y .  The 

t e n s i o n  t hey  d i s c u s s e d  most  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h a t  between
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i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy and s o c i a l  c o n f o r m i t y ,  was t he one l e a s t

addr essed  by p h i l o s o p h e r s .  I t  mi g h t  be u s e f u l  t o l i s t ,  f rom

T a b l e s  6 ( 1 )  t o 6 ( 1 5 )  a summary o f  t he  p o s i t i o n s  h e l d .

i )  Consc i ence  i s  more an i n d i v i d u a l  (68%)  t han a s o c i a l  

concept  (30%)  .

i i )  Both t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in a moral  

d e c i s i o n ,  (56%)  but  t h e r e  i s  s l i g h t l y  more emphasi s on 

t h i nk i ng .

i i i )  L i k e  c o n s c i e n c e ,  m o r a l i t y  i s  seen as more a code of  

per sona l  v a l u e s  (41%)  t han a s o c i a l  code (37%)  or  both  

( 18%) .

i V ) Bei ng moral  e n a b l e s  peopl e  t o l i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  whi ch i s

good both f o r  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y .

V ) R e l i g i o n  i s  not  n e c e s s a r y  t o m o r a l i t y ,  conc l uded both

r e l i g i o u s  and n o n - r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r s  ( 94%) .

V i ) On the w h o l e ,  t h e r e  i s  no r i g h t  answer  to moral

probl ems ( 59%) .  ( r e l a t i v i s t )

v i i )  Al most  e q u a l l y ,  a c t i o n s  are good in t h e ms e l v e s  (36%)  

( c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e ) ,  or  a r e  good i f  t he y  have good 

consequences (41%)  ( h y p o t h e t i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e ) ,  or  both  

( 2 0 %) .

v i i i )  Ther e  ar e  u n i v e r s a l  moral  r u l e s  (30%)  ( a b s o l u t i s t ) ,  

m a j o r i t y  r u l e s  ( 2 5 %) ,  r u l e s  whi ch ar e  up to t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  (20%)  ( r e l a t i v e ) ,  or  a m i x t u r e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  

and i n d i v i d u a l  r u l e s  ( 22%) .

i X ) A good d e c i s i o n  f e e l s  r i g h t  ( 5 7 %) ,  has good

consequences ( 37%) .

X ) Sc i e n c e  has r i g h t  answers ( a b s o l u t i s t )  but  m o r a l i t y

does n o t ,  or  n e i t h e r  has a r i g h t  answer
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D i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t he  meani ngs o f  moral  wor ds,  and 

c o n f u s i o n s  bet ween,  f o r  exa mpl e ,  i s  and ought  and would and 

shoul d were a p p a r e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  i n t e r v i e w s .  P a r t i c u l a r  

meani ngs a l s o  evoked s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s .  Th i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  

the case where m o r a l i t y  was u n d e r s t o od  to mean m o r a l i s i n g  or  

t e l l i n g  o t h e r s  what  t he y  shoul d  do,  w i t h  t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  of  

s u p e r i o r i t y  and some a u t h o r i t y  on t he  p a r t  o f  t he m o r a l i s e r .  

Thi s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  caused much i n i t i a l  r e s i s t a n c e  and 

h o s t i l i t y  t owards t he  c oncept  and t owar ds  t he  t ask  of  

d e c i d i n g  what  He i nz  shoul d  do in h i s  h y p o t h e t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .

I t  i s  c l e a r l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  words l i k e  moral  and m o r a l i t y  to  

be more f ocussed upon and w r e s t l e d  w i t h ,  d e s p i t e  p e o p l e ' s  

r e s i s t a n c e  to them,  f o r  as M i d g l e y  ( 1 9 8 1 )  suggest s  and as my 

i n t e r v i e w s  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  r e s i s t a n c e  does d i s a p p e a r  w i t h  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

I t  i s  not  o n l y  t he  meani ng o f  " mor a l "  words t h a t  i s  f a r  f rom 

c l e a r .  The answer  to q u e s t i o n  11 about  t he p l a c e  of  s e l f -  

i n t e r e s t  in m o r a l i t y  depended l a r g e l y  on what  t e a c h e r s  

unde r s t o od  by s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  For  some i t  was equ a t e d  w i t h  

s e l f i s h n e s s ,  g r e e d ,  or  i g n o r i n g  t he  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r  

pe o p l e ;  o t h e r s  saw i t  as a p r o p e r  concer n  f o r  o n e ' s  own w e l l 

bei ng and r i g h t s ,  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  concer n f o r  o t h e r s .  

Such s ema nt i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  in e v e r y d a y  speech can cause  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  and c o n f l i c t i n g  moral  c l a i m s .  

C o u n s e l l o r s  and t e a c h e r s  among o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  need t o  

t ake  t h i s  i n t o  a c c o u n t .
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As f a r  as t he  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s  acr oss  a number of  e t h i c a l  

q u e s t i o n s  were c o n c e r n e d ,  t he  i n d i v i d u a l - s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  

showed more c o n s i s t e n c y  t han t he  o b j e c t i v e - s u b j e c t i v e  

f a c t o r s .  One r eason f o r  t h a t  mi g h t  be t h a t  the l a t t e r  i deas  

ar e  more d i f f i c u l t ,  a b s t r a c t  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t han t he  

f o r m e r ,  whi ch ar e  more r e l a t e d  to e v e r y d a y  c o n c e r n s .  For  

t e a c h e r s ,  moral  c o n f l i c t s  in school  o f t e n  a r i s e  when t he  

r i g h t s  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  appear  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t he  

r u l e s  o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n .

Te a c h e r s  have d i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  of  o b j e c t i v i t y  but  t he  

most  common i s  t he one per haps adopt ed f rom t he  c l a i ms  o f  

r e l i g i o n  and s c i e n c e ,  o f  ' o u t  t h e r e '  t r u t h s .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  

t h i s  d en i es  i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy in moral  d e c i s i o n s ,  many 

t e a c h e r s  r e j e c t  i t  f o r  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  or  a m i x t u r e  of  bot h .  

Boyd ( 1 9 8 6 )  w r i t e s  t h a t  we need an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  

o b j e c t i v i t y  t h a t  accommodates t he autonomous s u b j e c t .  He 

e x p r e s s e s  t h i s  l o o s e l y  as a k i n d  of  d e t a c h i n g ,  d e c e n t e r i n g ,  

or  s e e k i n g  d i s t a n c e  on some a s p e c t s  o f  our  p r e s e n t  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  Thus i t  i s  t i e d  t o t he  s u b j e c t  who i s  

p e r f o r m i n g  t he d e c e n t e r i n g .  I t  cou l d  t hus be ar gued t h a t  

be i ng  both o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  a t  t he  same t i me i s  both  

p o s s i b l e  and r e a s o n a b l e .  Most  o f  t he  t e a c h e r s  in my sample  

appear ed  aware o f  t h i s ,  w i t h  o n l y  a few a d o p t i n g  ' o u t  t h e r e '  

o b j e c t i v i t y .  Thus t he  l a c k  o f  s t r o n g  l o a d i n g s  or  c o n s i s t e n c y  

on t he  o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  cont i nuum may r e p r e s e n t  t he  f a c t  

t h a t  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  a f a l s e  one.  I t  has come f rom t he
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e f f o r t s  of  moral  p h i l o s o p h e r s  t o ,  in P i a g e t ' s  sense ,  

c o n s c i o u s l y  r e a l i s e  and r e f l e c t i v e l y  a b s t r a c t  t he  n a t u r e  of  

t he moral  l i f e ,  but  i s not  n e c e s s a r i l y  based on an a c c u r a t e  

vi ew o f  p r a c t i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

The s t r o n g  i n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  theme seems in a way connect ed  

to t he  o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e .  For  t he  t e n s i o n  i s  between  

m o r a l i t y  as a m a t t e r  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e g r i t y  whi ch i s  in a 

sense s u b j e c t i v e ,  and m o r a l i t y  as s o c i a l ,  whi ch in a sense i s  

o b j e c t i v e .  A f u r t h e r  c o n n e c t i o n  c o u l d  be suggest ed between  

t h i s  t e n s i o n  and Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t a g e s .  The m a j o r i t y  (59%)  of  

t e a c h e r s  scored 3 / 4  on Kohl  b e r g ' s  s t age  scheme.  They were  

thus between s t age  3 whi ch i s  l o o s e l y  about  be i ng a ' good'  

person and St age 4,  whi ch i s l o o s e l y  about  be i ng a ' good'  

member of  s o c i e t y .  Ag a i n ,  a l t h o u g h  t he  m a j o r i t y  emphasi sed  

the i n d i v i d u a l ,  a number o f  t e a c h e r s  l ooked  f o r  some 

i n t e r m e d i a t e  p o s i t i o n  or  b a l a n c e  bet ween i n d i v i d u a l  and 

s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y .  Th i s  bear s  out  t he  f i n d i n g s  o f  T u r i e l  

( 1 9 8 3 )  t h a t  some i n d i v i d u a l s  ar e  both r e l a t i v i s t s  and 

u n i v e r s a l i s t s .  They are concer ned  bot h w i t h  group s o l i d a r i t y  

and with individual rights.

I want  to argue a ga i n  her e  f o r  a way t h r ough  t he seeming  

p o l a r i s a t i o n  o f  t hese  two c o n c e p t s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  m o r a l i t y  and 

s o c i a l  m o r a l i t y .  T h i s  i s  t he  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  or  i n t e r 

i n d i v i d u a l  a r ea  whi ch does not  seem to have r e c e i v e d  in 

g ener a l  as much a t t e n t i o n  as i t  m e r i t s ,  e x c e p t  f rom P i a g e t .  

There i s  a s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t he  i dea  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  m o s t l y
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happens in t h i s  a r ea  in C h r i s t ' s  comment t h a t  wh e r e v e r  two or  

t h r e e  were g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r .  He was t h e r e .  P i a g e t  ( 1 9 3 2 )  

d i d  a t t e n d  to t h i s  i n t e r  i n d i v i d u a l  or  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a r ea  when 

he d e s c r i b e d  f o u r  k i nds  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s i t u a t i o n s .  The 

f i r s t  i s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  who makes moral  d e c i s i o n s  of  

i n t e g r i t y  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  what  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h i n k .  Then t h e r e  

ar e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t  between two p e o p l e ,  

where one person i s  in a u t h o r i t y  over  t he  o t h e r .  Al so  

bet ween two or  a few peop l e  ar e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  mutual  

r e s p e c t  and e q u a l i t y .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet ween t he  i n d i v i d u a l  

and t he  group ar e  aga i n  u n i l a t e r a l ,  because t h e r e  i s group  

p r e s s u r e  on t he  i n d i v i d u a l  to conf or m t o group norms.

A l l  t hese  t ype s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were ment i o ned  by t e a c h e r s ,  

but  t hey  t ended t o p r e s c r i b e  i n t e r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  

mut ual  r e s p e c t  as t he  i d e a l .  These a r e  a l s o  i m p l i c i t  in 

Kohl  b e r g ' s  St age 5 / 6  r e a s o n i n g ,  but  Kohl  berg emphasi ses

r e a s o n i n g  r a t h e r  t han r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For  P i a g e t ,  t he  con cept  

of  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c e n t r a l  to m o r a l i t y .

I woul d l i k e  t o d e v e l o p  t h i s  i d e a  f u r t h e r ,  i n t o  a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as moral  t h e r a p y  when i t  i s  

based on mut ual  r e s p e c t .  I n t h e r a p y  and c o u n s e l l i n g  

g e n e r a l l y ,  one o f  t he  c e n t r a l  aims i s  t o promote r a t i o n a l

d e c i s i o n  maki ng by t he  c l i e n t .  An o t h e r  i s  t o p r o v i d e  an

at mospher e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  and r e s p e c t  i n s t e a d  o f  t e l l i n g  a 

c l i e n t  what  she shoul d  do.  Thus a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  u n i l a t e r a l

r e s p e c t  may dev e l o p  t h r ough  t he  t r a n s f e r e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
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i n t o  one of  mut ual  r e s p e c t .  I n such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  i s v a l u e d ,  and t h e r e f o r e  v a l u e s  t he r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

P i a g e t  c a l l e d  t he  need f o r  r e c i p r o c a l  a f f e c t i o n  t he p r i m a r y  

c o n d i t i o n  of  t he  moral  l i f e .  And t h i s  must  a p p l y  to a d u l t s  

l i k e  t e a c h e r s  as much as i t  a p p l i e s  to c h i l d r e n .  But  o f  

c o u r s e ,  between a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n  in school  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

of  mut ual  r e s p e c t  are  much h a r d e r  to a c h i e v e ,  s i nc e  t h e r e  i s  

a s t r o n g  e l e me n t  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t  in o p e r a t i o n  in t he  

c l a s s r oo m gr oup.  As P i a g e t  i m p l i e s ,  t he  e x c e s s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  

of  u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t  i s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o t he  c h i l d ' s  moral  

d e v e l o p me n t .  Th i s  appear s  to be a d o u b l e - b i n d .  Un l ess  t he  

t e a c h e r  can br eak  down t he  c l ass r o om group i n t o  s m a l l e r  

u n i t s ,  i n t e r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  mut ual  r e s p e c t  are  

l e s s  l i k e l y  to d e v e l o p .

The f i n a l  theme or  t e n s i o n  to addr ess  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  

of  t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g .  Agai n I woul d suggest  t h a t  i t  i s  

t he way t h r ough  t he  mi d d l e  t h a t  i s  t he  most  c o n s t r u c t i v e  f o r  

m o r a l i t y .  I n s t e a d  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  ar gument s  about  wh e t h e r  

t h i n k i n g  o_r f e e l i n g  i s  a p r e d o mi n a n t  or  e x c l u s i v e  component  

of  t he  moral  l i f e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o r e c o g n i s e  t he  

i mp or t a n c e  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  b o t h .  Th i s  shoul d a p p l y  to  

t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ,  t o p h i l o s o p h y  and psy c h o l ogy  as w e l l  as 

to moral  e d u c a t i o n .  The u n n a t u r a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c o g n i t i o n  

f rom emot i on  i s  not  c o n g r u e n t  w i t h  t he  way a person  

e x p e r i e n c e s  t he  w o r l d .  F u r t h e r ,  t he  emphasi s on t h i n k i n g  in 

moral  p h i l o s o p h y  and some t h e o r i e s  o f  moral  ps y cho l ogy  l i k e  

the c o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l ,  has l e d  to an u n d e r v a l u i n g  of
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emot i on in m o r a l i t y  and e x a c e r b a t e d  what  Ki t wood ( i n  p r e s s )  

has c a l l e d  t he  s c h i z o i d  d i s t u r b a n c e  endemi c in our  c u l t u r e .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  (56%)  i n t e r v i e w e d  in t h i s  s t udy  sa i d  

t h a t  a moral  d e c i s i o n  shoul d  be based on bot h t h i n k i n g  and 

f e e l i n g .  Ther e  are a l s o  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  in o ne ' s  

t o t a l  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h a t  need t o be t aken  i n t o  account  in 

moral  d e c i s i o n s ,  even h e a l t h ,  both p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l ,  or  

d i e t ,  as w e l l  as p e r s o n a l i t y ,  r o l e  and s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s .  

R e a l i t y  i s  much more c o m p l i c a t e d  t han we c u r r e n t l y  can 

d i s c e r n .  Peopl e  cannot  be n e a t l y  c a t e g o r i s e d  i n t o  t he  

e t h i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  made by p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  and t he  a r t i f i c i a l  

p o l a r i s a t i o n  o f  i deas  in moral  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  c o n f u s i n g  r a t h e r  

t han c l a r i f y i n g  f o r  t e a c h e r s .

8 . 4  Te a cher s  and Moral  Ed u c a t i o n

In t h e i r  answers to t he q u e s t i o n  on moral  d e v e l o pme n t ,  over  

80% of  t e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t he  f a m i l y  was t he most  

i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on moral  dev e l o pment  in c h i l d r e n ,  and 

onl y  40% ment i oned t he  s c h o o l .  Ye t  in answers t o t he  

subsequent  q u e s t i o n s  on moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  t e a c h e r s  d i d  see an 

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  f o r  t he  s c h o o l ,  and d i d  not  suggest  t h a t  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  shoul d be e n t i r e l y  a p a r e n t a l  f u n c t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  

many,  or  even most ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  a l s o  p a r e n t s ,  and to a 

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t he  r o l e s  and concer ns  ar e  s i m i l a r .
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Because of  t h i s ,  and a l s o  because t h e r e  i s  not  y e t  a p l anned  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  approach to moral  e d u c a t i o n  in s c h o o l s ,  t e a c h e r s  

and p a r e n t s  ar e  l i k e l y  to have s i m i l a r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on moral  

d e v e l o p me n t ,  t hose e x p e c t e d  by my o r i g i n a l  h y p o t h e s i s .  

Te a cher s  d i d ,  i m p l i c i t l y  or  e x p l i c i t l y ,  exp r ess  s o c i a l  

l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y ,  and,  t o a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  

t h e o r y ,  as d e s c r i b e d  in C h a p t e r  3.  These t h e o r i e s  l o o s e l y  

t a k e  t he  v i ew t h a t  m o r a l i t y  i s  put  i n t o  c h i l d r e n  by p a r e n t s  

and s o c i e t y  in ge n e r a l  as p a r t  o f  t he  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

C o g n i t i v e - d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y ,  whi ch s t r e s s e s  t he  r o l e  of  

t he c h i l d  in c o n s t r u c t i n g  m o r a l i t y  f rom her  own s o c i a l  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h r ough  a s e r i e s  o f  s t a ge s  of  d e v e l o p me n t ,  was 

n o t a b l y  a l most  abs ent  f rom t e a c h e r s '  account s  o f  moral  

de v e l o pme nt .

The c o n f u s i o n  and u n c e r t a i n t y  shown by t e a c h e r s  t owards  

m o r a l i t y  and moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  p a r t l y  due to t h i s  l a c k  o f  a 

pl anne d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  app r o a c h .  I t  i s  a l s o  p a r t l y  due to t he  

n e g a t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  to words l i k e  moral  and 

m o r a l i t y .  Bei ng m o r a l i s e d  a t  by o t h e r s  o f t e n  causes p r o t e s t  

and r e s e n t m e n t .  However ,  t h i s  sense of  p r o t e s t  i t s e l f  seems 

to come f rom m o r a l i t y  - you ought  not  to m o r a l i s e  a t  o t h e r s .  

Ther e  i s  a l s o  t he  q u e s t i o n  o f  p e o p l e ' s  e q u a l i t y  as moral  

a g e n t s .  I f  we ar e  a l l  e q u a l l y  moral  a g e n t s ,  t hen no one can 

c l a i m  t h a t  h i s  moral  j udgment s  a r e  i n f a l l i b l e .  One r e s u l t  o f  

t h i s  can be a b e l i e f  t h a t  o v e r t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  be 

a v o i d e d .  Because i t  mi g h t  be i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and because  

ev e r y one  has a r i g h t  t o t h e i r  own o p i n i o n .  Changi ng t he  name
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of  moral  e d u c a t i o n  mi g h t  be a way o f  a v o i d i n g  t h i s  

d i f f i c u l t y .

However ,  a n o t h e r  way i s  t o c o n f r o n t  t he  c o n c e p t s ,  f o r  even i f  

o v e r t l y  a v o i d e d ,  moral  e d u c a t i o n  does go on in school s  

anyway.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  were aware o f  t h i s .  M o s t l y  

t he y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  i t  o c c u r r e d  in t he pe r so na l  and s o c i a l  

c u r r i c u l u m  and in t he  h i dden c u r r i c u l u m  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

school  a t mospher e .

I t  was o n l y  in r esponse  t o t he  q u e s t i o n  o f  t he  purpose of  

moral  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t he  concer n  o f  t e a c h e r s  about  t he  gap 

between what  goi ng on in school s  and what  ought  to go on 

was e x p r e s s e d .  Whi l e  31% me nt i o ned  c o n f o r m i t y  to s o c i a l  

norms as the main p ur po s e ,  50% ment i oned  t he  deve l opment  of  

i n d i v i d u a l  moral  autonomy and mut ual  r e s p e c t  as aims f o r  

moral  e d u c a t i o n .  The school  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f  shoul d  a l so  

accommodate t hese  a i ms,  and not  be,  as a t  p r e s e n t ,  f o s t e r i n g  

m o r a l i s i n g ,  i r r a t i o n a l i t y ,  h y p o c r i s y ,  and u n c o n s i d e r e d  

u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t .  Te a c he r s  have a s t r o n g  sense t h a t  t he  

system i s  in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t he  way i t  shoul d  be.

One t h e r e f o r e  must  ask w h e t h e r  t hese  aims can be r e a l i s e d  in  

s c h o o l s ,  or  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  too n a i v e  or  i d e a l i s t i c .  

I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l i k e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a r e  l i a b l e  t o moral  f a i l u r e ,  

but  t h e r e  may be ways in whi ch some of  t h i s  f a i l u r e  in 

school s  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  and cou l d  be r e duc e d .  In t he  school  

as a w h o l e ,  as f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  t e a c h e r s ,  t h i s  w i l l  not  be done
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w i t h o u t  open r e f l e c t i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n  o f  moral  p r i n c i p l e s  

and moral  p r a c t i c e .  Tea cher s  do have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  in t h e i r  c l a s s r o o ms  and s c h o o l s ,  and t hey  

f e a r  l os s  o f  t h i s  c o n t r o l  bot h f o r  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s '  sake and 

f o r  t h e i r  own. But  t h i s  u l t i m a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  

t e a c h e r  i s  not  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s h a r i n g  some g e n e r a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  s t u d e n t s .  M o r a l i t y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  as w e l l  as t e a c h e r s  a r e  r e s p e c t e d  as per sons and 

a l l o w e d  to g i v e  f u l l  e x p r e s s i o n  to t h e i r  own moral  

p e r s p e c t i v e .

The smal l  number o f  t e a c h e r s  who s u p p o r t e d  t he  ' p u t t i n g  i n '  

pr ocess  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  as i t  happens in most  school s  a t  

p r e s e n t  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o we r  i n t h e i r  Kohl  berg r e a s o n i n g  

s t a g e .  They were a l s o  more c o n s i s t e n t  in t h e i r  v i ews o f  

m o r a l i t y  as measured by c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t he  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s  of  

t he e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  I s ug ge s t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h i s  was 

per haps due to t he n a t u r e  of  t hose  v i e w s ,  whi ch t ended to be 

a b s o l u t i s t  and o b j e c t i v e ,  and e mp h a s i s i n g  s o c i e t y ' s  or  God' s  

r u l e s  or  v a l u e s .

What  happens in s c h o o l s ,  and how s ch oo l s  are  o r g a n i s e d ,  i s ,  

of  c o u r s e ,  p a r t l y  t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  s o c i e t y  t h r ough  

gover nment  p o l i c i e s .  M a c I n t y r e  has asked what  on e a r t h  i s  

goi ng on in a s o c i e t y  where m o r a l i t y  has to be r e d i s c o v e r e d .  

And o t h e r s  have asked what  k i n d  o f  s o c i e t y  i s i t  where  

m o r a l i t y  has to be t a u g h t  t o young peopl e  who are a l r e a d y  

l i v i n g  moral  l i v e s  of  t h e i r  own.  (WALZER,  1978)  I have



340

a l r e a d y  ar gued a g a i n s t  M a c I n t y r e ' s  v i ew t h a t  m o r a l i t y  has

somehow been l o s t  or  d e s t r o y e d .  Our moral  l i f e  may have been

r e p r e s s e d  i n t he  way our  i mmoral  l i v e s  a r e  supposed t o be.

The moral  l i v e s  we ar e  a l r e a d y  l i v i n g  need b r i n g i n g  out  of

r e p r e s s i o n  i n t o  r e f l e c t i o n  and r e c o g n i t i o n .  Wa l z e r  i s r i g h t

in t h a t  young peopl e  do not  need or  want  t e a c h i n g  whi ch

t r e a t s  m o r a l i t y  as knowl edge l i k e  g eogr aphy .  T h i s  k i n d  o f

' p u t t i n g  i n '  of  moral  v a l u e s  i s  doomed t o be a r t i f i c i a l ,

s u p e r f l u o u s ,  and r e s e n t e d  by t he r e c i p i e n t s .  As P i a g e t

n o t e d ,  in s i t u a t i o n s  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  r e s p e c t ,

t he  a d u l t ' s  command,  in s p i t e  o f  t he  nimbus t h a t  
sur r ounds  i t ,  w i l l  a l ways  r emai n e x t e r n a l ,  ' s t u c k  
on'  as i t  we r e ,  to a mind whose s t r u c t u r e  i s of  a 
d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r .  ( 1 9 3 2 ,  p.  163)

I t  i s  no easy t a s k ,  however ,  t o put  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  in school s

the v i ew he l d  by many e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t

p e r s o n a l ,  s o c i a l  and moral  e d u c a t i o n  shoul d  have an i m p o r t a n t

p l a c e  i n t he  c u r r i c u l u m .  Te a cher s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  school s

shoul d  have an e x p l i c i t  p o l i c y  on v a l u e s .  For  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e

i s a sense i n whi ch moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s goi ng on a l l  t he t i m e ,

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a sense in whi ch i s  has b a r e l y  begun.

8 . 5  The f u t u r e

The main f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t udy  and t he g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  

to be made f rom them have been r e p o r t e d  in t he  e a r l i e r  

s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  and in t he  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n t he  

p r e v i o u s  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s .  In t h i s  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  I want  to  

f ocus  c l e a r l y  on t he  t e a c h e r s  who were t he  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h i s
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s t u d y ,  and not  f a l l  i n t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  in  

g e n e r a l ,  or  t he  needs o f  s t u d e n t s .

The i mp r e s s i o n  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  c o n f u s i o n  and a mb i v a l e n c e  

among t e a c h e r s  about  t he  n a t u r e  o f  m o r a l i t y  i s  s t r o n g .

N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  have a pe r so na l  commi tment  to t h e i r  own 

moral  v a l u e s  and t o m o r a l i t y  in a c t i o n  in s c h o o l s .  T h e i r

appr oach to i t  i s  i n s t i n c t i v e  or  e x i s t e n t i a l ,  i n t he  i n s t a n t  

j udgment s  and i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t h e y  make e v e r y  day as p a r t  of  

t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n c e r n .  They have l i t t l e  knowl edge of  

t he  t h e o r i e s  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  or  school s  as j u s t  

c o mmu n i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  i d e a l s  ar e  c l o s e  to t hose  o f  

j u s t i c e  and mut ual  r e s p e c t .  Few o f  them have o p e n l y  

d i s c u s s e d  m o r a l i t y  or  moral  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s ,  or  

come acr oss  t he  t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e  in t h i s

a r e a .  Onl y one school  o f  t he  57 r e p r e s e n t e d  in t he  sur vey

was s a i d  to have a whol e  school  commi tment  to p r i n c i p l e s  of  

j u s t i c e ,  agr eed on a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  by a l l  s t a f f .

I a r gued e a r l i e r  t h a t  moral  e d u c a t i o n  i s  not  o n l y  about  

r a i s i n g  l e v e l s  o f  moral  r e a s o n i n g  among s t u d e n t s .  I t  i s  a l s o  

about  t he  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  a n a l y t i c  and d i s c u s s i o n  

s k i l l s ,  and knowl edge o f  moral  i d e a s .  I argue f u r t h e r  here  

t h a t  t hese  cannot  be d e v e l o pe d  in s t u d e n t s  un l e s s  t e a c h e r s  

f i r s t  have t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  t h e i r  own moral  

compet ency .  At  p r e s e n t  in i n i t i a l  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  cour ses  

and i n - s e r v i c e  c o u r s e s ,  v a l u e s  ar e  not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o n f r o n t e d  or  d i s c u s s e d .  Yet  t he i n t e r e s t  and t he p o t e n t i a l
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f o r  d e v e l o pme nt  among t e a c h e r s  i s t h e r e .  Te a c h e r s  t h e ms e l v e s  

need moral  e d u c a t i o n .

The i n t e r v i e w  whi ch my s u b j e c t s  t ook p a r t  in was f o r  them an 

e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .  Those who were i n i t i a l l y  

h o s t i l e  l o s t  t h e i r  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  when t h e y  got  i n v o l v e d  

in t he  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e i r  comments in Ch a p t e r  4 ,  s e c t i o n  4 . 7 ,  

show t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t he  t o p i c  made 

the t a s k  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  d i f f i c u l t ,  i t  was a t ask  t hey  found

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  v a l u a b l e  and i m p o r t a n t .  Few of  them had 

i n d u l g e d  in such consc i ous  r e f l e c t i o n  b e f o r e .  T h e i r  score  on 

Kohl b e r g ' s  moral  r e a s o n i n g  s t age  scheme was l owe r  t han  

e x p e c t e d ,  but  t he i d e a l s  t he y  he l d  f o r  t h e i r  p u p i l s  r e f l e c t e d  

h i g h e r  s t a ge  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  autonomy and 

mutual  r e s p e c t .  T h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r i n c i p l e d  moral  

r e a s o n i n g  i s  t hus d e m o n s t r a t e d .  Wi t h  more r e f l e c t i o n  and

d i s c u s s i o n  t he  c onsc i ous  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t he moral  l i v e s  t h e y

were a l r e a d y  l i v i n g ,  p o s i t e d  by P i a g e t ,  woul d more r e a d i l y  

o c c u r .

P a r t  o f  t h i s  r e a l i s a t i o n ,  I m a i n t a i n ,  woul d be t h a t  as human 

be i ngs  and moral  a g e n t s ,  l i v i n g  a shar ed moral  l i f e ,  we share  

common b a s i c  v a l u e s  whi ch can be made e x p l i c i t .  Even w i t h  

r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t he  h e a r t  o f  t he  moral  

l i f e  i s  common. Th i s  in t u r n  woul d be t he s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  

s c h o o l - b a s e d  d i s c u s s i o n  and consensus on a c o h e r e n t  and 

e x p l i c i t  p o l i c y  f o r  moral  e d u c a t i o n  and an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  how 

f a r  t he  school  i t s e l f  was a moral  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Of cour se  

t h i s  woul d not  be easy .
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More i n - s e r v i c e  cour ses  ar e  needed t o i n t r o d u c e  t e a c h e r s  who 

are u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t hem,  to v a r i o u s  ways of  t h i n k i n g  about  

m o r a l i t y ,  and v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  and methods of  moral  

e d u c a t i o n .  As w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  i t  i s s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  to a t t e m p t  

to i n d o c t r i n a t e  t e a c h e r s .  The i n s i g h t s  o f  moral  p h i l o s o p h y  

woul d seem of  l i m i t e d  use ,  as t hey  t end t owar ds  semant i c  

argument s and a r t i f i c i a l  p o l a r i s a t i o n  o f  c o n c e p t s .  L i k e  

t h e i r  p u p i l s ,  t e a c h e r s  need t he  s t i m u l u s  and o p p o r t u n i t y  to  

make t h e i r  own s e a r c h .

K e l l y  ( 1 9 6 7 )  has c l a i me d  t h a t  t he  sear ch  f o r  t he knowl edge of  

good and e v i l  i s  a b a s i c  and n a t u r a l  one f o r  humanki nd.  He 

f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  s i n c e  t he  t i me  o f  t he  Garden o f  Eden,  

s t r a t e g i e s  of  escape f rom t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  but  i m p o r t a n t  sear ch  

have been d e v i s e d .  These s t r a t e g i e s  i n c l u d e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  

good i s  e n s h r i n e d  in r u l e s  of  l aw,  in t he  knowl edge of  some 

o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  t han y o u r s e l f ,  i n you r  own b i a s e d  and o u t - o f -  

dat e  c o n s c i e n c e  or  i n our  r a t e  of  p r o g r e s s  t owar ds  some 

f u t u r e  U t o p i a n  i d e a l .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to s p e c i f y  some of  t he  

c o n d i t i o n s  whi ch mi ght  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  sear ch f o r  

an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  good and e v i l .  K e l l y  suggest s  psy cho

t h e r a p y ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i t s  aims and t e c h n i q u e s  have much in 

common w i t h  moral  e d u c a t i o n ,  as I a r gued e a r l i e r .

Smal l  groups o f  t e a c h e r s ,  wor k i n g  e x p e r i e n t i a l 1 y , in 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  mut ual  r e s p e c t ,  a r e  one c o n t e x t  in whi ch  

t e a c h e r s  can make t h i s  j o u r n e y .  Th i s  a l s o  ex t end s  to t he  

k i n d  o f  work t he y  do w i t h  s t u d e n t s .  For  t h i s  t o happen.
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t h e r e  needs to be adequat e  i n - s e r v i c e  p r o v i s i o n  and r e s e a r c h

i n t o  t he e f f e c t s  o f  such p r o v i s i o n .  When t e a c h e r s  s e r i o u s l y

engage in t h i s  s e a r c h ,  t hey  ar e  l i k e l y  to move beyond t he

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m o r a l i t y  as d e r i v e d  f rom a u t h o r i t y  or

equ a t e d  w i t h  l aws and r u l e s ,  to s e e i n g  m o r a l i t y  as a way o f

l i f e .  As P i a g e t  put s i t .

One r e a l i s e s  most  k e e n l y  how i mmoral  i t  can be to  
b e l i e v e  too much in m o r a l i t y ,  and how much more 
p r e c i o u s  i s  a l i t t l e  humani t y  t han a l l  t he  r u l e s  in 
t he w o r l d .  ( 1 9 3 2 ,  p. 189)
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Appendi x  B ( p a r t  i )

Moral  Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  s u p p l e me n t a r y  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s

In Eur ope ,  a woman was near  dea t h  f rom a s p e c i a l  k i nd  o f  

c a n c e r .  Ther e  was one drug t h a t  t he  d o c t o r s  t h o u g h t  mi ght

save he r .  I t  was a form of  r adi um t h a t  a d r u g g i s t  in t he

same town had r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d .  The drug was e x p e n s i v e  to

make,  but  t he  d r u g g i s t  want ed peopl e  to pay t en t i mes  what

t he drug cos t  him t o make.

The s i c k  woman' s husband,  H e i n z ,  went  to ev e r y o ne  he knew to  

bor r ow t he  money,  but  cou l d  o n l y  ge t  t o g e t h e r  about  h a l f  what  

t he d r u g g i s t  want ed .  He i nz  t o l d  t he  d r u g g i s t  t h a t  h i s  w i f e

was dy i ng  and asked him to s e l l  i t  c he aper  or  l e t  him pay

l a t e r .  But  t he d r u g g i s t  s a i d ,  "No.  I d i s c o v e r e d  t he d r ug ,  

and I ' m  goi ng to make money f rom i t . "  So t he  o n l y  way He i nz  

cou l d  ge t  t he drug woul d be to br eak  i n t o  t he  d r u g g i s t ' s  

s t o r e  and s t e a l  i t .

What  shoul d  He i nz  do?

shoul d  s t e a l / s h o u l d  not  s t e a l / c a n ' t  d e c i d e

Shoul d He i nz  s t e a l  t he drug?

Why or  why not?

I f  He i nz  d o e s n ' t  l ov e  h i s  w i f e ,  shoul d  he s t e a l  t he  drug f o r  

her?

Why or  why not?
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Suppose t he  person dy i ng i s  not  h i s  w i f e  but  a s t r a n g e r .

Shoul d He i nz  s t e a l  t he  drug f o r  t he  s t r a n g e r .

Why or  why not?

( I f  you f a v o u r  s t e a l i n g  t he  drug f o r  a s t r a n g e r )  Suppose

i t ' s  a pe t  ani mal  he l o v e s .  Shoul d He i nz  s t e a l  to save t he

pet  an i ma l ?

Why or  why not?

I s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  peop l e  to do e v e r y t h i n g  t he y  can t o save  

a n o t h e r ' s  l i f e ?

Why or  why not?

I s  i t  a g a i n s t  t he  l aw f o r  He i nz  to s t e a l ?  Does t h a t  make i t  

moral  1 y wrong?

Why or  why not?

Shoul d peopl e  t r y  to do e v e r y t h i n g  t he y  can t o obey t he law? 

Why or  why not?

How does t h i s  a p p l y  to what  He i nz  shoul d  do?

He i nz  d i d  br eak  i n t o  t he s t o r e .  He s t o l e  t he  drug and gave  

i t  to h i s  w i f e .  In t he  newspapers t he  nex t  day ,  t h e r e  was an 

a cc ount  of  t he  r o b b e r y .  Mr .  Brown,  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  who knew 

H e i n z ,  r ead t he a c c o u n t .  He remembered see i n g  He i nz  r u nn i ng  

away f rom t he  s t o r e  and r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i t  was He i nz  who s t o l e  

t he  d r ug .  Mr .  Brown wonders w h e t h e r  he shoul d  r e p o r t  t h a t  

He i nz  was t he r o b b e r .

Shoul d O f f i c e r  Brown r e p o r t  He i nz  f o r  s t e a l i n g ?

Why or  why not?
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O f f i c e r  Brown f i n d s  and a r r e s t s  H e i n z .  He i n z  i s  b r oug ht  to  

c o u r t  and a j u r y  i s  s e l e c t e d .  The j u r y ' s  j ob i s to f i n d  

wh e t h e r  a person is i n n o c e n t  or  g u i l t y  of  c o mmi t t i n g  a c r i me .  

The j u r y  f i n d s  He i nz  g u i l t y .  I t  i s  up to t he  j udge  to

d e t e r m i n e  t he s e n t e n c e .  Shoul d t he j udge  g i v e  He i nz  some 

s e n t e n c e ,  or  shoul d t he  s en t ence  be suspended and He i nz  se t  

f r e e ?

Why?

T h i n k i n g  in t erms o f  s o c i e t y ,  shoul d  peopl e  who break t he law 

be puni shed?

Why or  why not?

How does t h i s  a pp l y  to how t he j udge  shoul d dec i de?

He i nz  was doi ng what  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  t o l d  him when he s t o l e  

t he d r ug .  Shoul d a l a w - b r e a k e r  be pun i shed i f  he a c t ed  out  

of  c o n s c i e nc e ?

Why or  why not?

1.  What  does t he  word " c o n s c i e n c e "  mean to you anyhow?

2.  Shoul d a moral  d e c i s i o n  be based on o n e ' s  f e e l i n g s  or  on 

o n e ' s  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g  about  r i g h t  and wrong?

3.  I n g e n e r a l ,  what  makes somet hi ng a moral  probl em?

4.  What  does t he word " m o r a l i t y "  mean to you?

5.  WHY SHOULD ONE BE MORAL, ANYHOW?

6.  IS I T  NECESSARY TO HAVE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS IN ORDER TO 

JUSTI FY BEING MORAL?

7.  WOULD YOU SAY YOU ARE RELIGIOUS?
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8.  I s  t h e r e  some c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  to moral  pr obl ems or  when 

peop l e  d i s a g r e e  i s  e v e r y b o d y ' s  o p i n i o n  e q u a l l y  r i g h t ?

9.  IS THE RIGHT ACTION ALWAYS THE ONE WHICH HAS DESIRABLE 

CONSEQUENCES, OR ARE THERE SOME THINGS WE OUGHT TO DO 

REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES TO OURSELVES OR OTHERS?

10.  ARE THERE MORAL RULES THAT EVERYONE EVERYWHERE SHOULD TRY 

TO KEEP, OR IS I T UP TO EACH I NDI VI DUAL?

11.  WHERE DOES THE QUESTION OF SELF- INTEREST F I T  IN TO BEING 

MORAL?

12.  How do you know when y o u ' v e  come up w i t h  a good moral  

d e c i s i o n ?  I s  t h e r e  a method o f  r e a c h i n g  one?

13.  WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS YOUR MAIN CODE OF VALUES OR

PRINCIPLES?

14.  SHOULD MORALITY BE THE SAME FOR EVERYBODY?

15.  Most  peopl e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  and r e a s o n i n g  in  

s c i e n c e  can l e a d  to a c o r r e c t  answer .  I s  t he  same t h i n g  

t r u e  in moral  d e c i s i o n s  or  are  t h e y  d i f f e r e n t ?

Joe

Joe i s  a f o u r t e e n  y e a r  o l d  boy who want ed t o go t o camp v e r y  

much.  Hi s f a t h e r  pr omi sed him he cou l d  go i f  he saved up t he  

money f o r  i t  h i m s e l f .  So Joe worked hard a t  h i s  paper  round  

and saved up t he  £40 i t  cos t  t o go to camp and a l i t t l e  more

b e s i d e s .  But  j u s t  b e f o r e  camp was goi ng to s t a r t ,  J o e ' s

f a t h e r  changed hi s  mind.  Some of  h i s  f r i e n d s  had d ec i de d  to  

go on a s p e c i a l  f i s h i n g  t r i p  and he was s h o r t  o f  t he  money i t  

woul d c o s t .  So he t o l d  Joe t o g i v e  him t he  money he had 

saved f rom t he  paper  r ound.  Joe d i d n ' t  want  t o g i v e  up goi ng
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to camp,  so he t h i n k s  of  r e f u s i n g  to g i v e  h i s  f a t h e r  t he  

money.

Shoul d Joe r e f u s e  to g i v e  h i s  f a t h e r  t he  money?

Why or  why not?

I s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  Joe ea r ned  t he money h i m s e l f  t he most

i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  in t he s i t u a t i o n ?

Why or  why not?

The f a t h e r  pr omi sed Joe he cou l d  go to camp i f  he ea r ned  t he  

money.  I s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he f a t h e r  pr omi sed t he most

i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  in t he  s i t u a t i o n ?

Why or  why not?

Is i t  i m p o r t a n t  to keep a promi se?

Why or  why not?

I s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  keep a pr omi se  t o someone you d o n ' t  know 

we l l  and p r o b a b l y  w o n ' t  see aga i n?

Why or  why not?

What  do you t h i n k  i s t he most  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  a son shoul d  be 

concer ned  about  in h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to h i s  f a t h e r ?

Why i s  t h a t  t he  most  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g ?

What do you t h i n k  i s t he most  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  a f a t h e r  shoul d

be concer ned  about  in h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o h i s  son?

Why i s  t h a t  t he  most  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g ?
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Appendi x  B ( p a r t  i i )

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND MORAL EDUCATION 

MORAL EDUCATION SURVEY

NAME .................................................................................  SEX

SCHOOL ............................................................................  AGE

SUBJECT(S)  TAUGHT

NUMBER OF YEARS TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1. Coul d you suggest  r easons  why some c h i l d r e n  become a d u l t s  

who t r y  t o keep to c e r t a i n  moral  s t a n d a r d s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  do 

not?

2.  P l e a s e  d e s c r i b e ,  as i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  in you r  s c h o o l ,  what  

c o n t r i b u t e s ,  both p o s i t i v e l y  and n e g a t i v e l y ,  to t he  moral  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s ?

3.  What  do you t h i n k  i s  t he  pur pose o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n ?

4.  What  ought  to happen in s choo l s  i f  t h e y  ar e  to a c h i e v e  

t h i s  purpose? (You cou l d  ment i o n  c o n t e n t ,  s t a f f ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  

school  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  e t c . )
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APPENDIX C: D e t a i l s  o f  Sample

Sex Mal es

55

Femal es  

35

T o t a l

90

Age Under  30 

3 0 - 3 4  

3 5 - 3 9  

4 0 - 4 4  

4 5 - 4 9  

Over  50 

T o t a l

T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e

13

23

30

16

2

6

90

Under 5 y e a r s 9

5 - 9 y e a r s 20

1 0 - 1 4 y e a r s 32

15 - 1 9 y e a r s 18

2 0 - 2 4 y e a r s 8

Over 25 y e a r s 3

T o t a l 90

Seconded t o L e i c e s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  48

T o t a l  90

In school 42

I n t e r v i e w  f i r s t 51 Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f i r s t  39 

T o t a l  90
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H e i n z  i ntervi ew 45 He l en i n t e r v i  ew 

T o t a l  90

45

Number o f  d i f f e r e n t  school s  57

c o u n t i e s  9 ( L e i c s . , N o t t s . ,

N o r t h a n t s . ,  Cambs. ,  

D e r b y s . ,  L i n c s . ,  Be d s . ,  

W a r w i c k s . ,  H e r t s . )

Number of  t e a c h e r s  in each t ype  o f  school

A l l  age compr ehens i v e  41

Roman C a t h o l i c  compr eh ens i ve  3

Hi gh School  ( 1 0 - 1 4 )  8

Upper  School  ( 1 4 + )  17

11 - 1 6  compr ehens i ve  5

S i x t h  Form C o l l e g e  5

S p e c i a l  School  2

S e mi - b o a r d i n g  1

Pr i ma r y  School  4

M a l a d j u s t e d  1

C o l l e g e  of  F u r t h e r  E d u c a t i o n  3

T o t a l  90



- 355 -

S u b j e c t s  t a u g h t

No . o f
S u b j e c t  t e a c h e r s

Engl ish 16

Fr ench 8

Ca r e e r s  4

Per sona l  & 5
S o c i a l  Ed uc a t i o n

Geography 9

R e l i g i o u s  Ed u c a t i o n  10

H i s t o r y  10

P. E . / Games  10

German 3

S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  7

2

No . of  
t e a c h e r s

En V i r o n me n t a l  
S t u d i e s

P o l i t i c s

Home Economics

L i f e  & S o c i a l  

S k i l l s

S o c i a l  Ed uc a t i o n

S t a t i s t i c s

Spani sh

Commerce

Remedi a l  5

A r t  & C r a f t  2

H e a l t h  Ed uc a t i o n  1

T o t a l  42

S u b j e c t  

S o c i o l o g y  4

Ps ychol ogy  1

I n t e g r a t e d  S t u d i e s  3 

Hu ma n i t i e s  9

Bus i ness  S t u d i e s  1

Gener a l  S u b j e c t s  8

Ma t h e ma t i c s  11

Phys i cs  3

Gener a l  Sc i ence  18

B i o l o g y  7

Rura l  S t u d i e s  2

Geol ogy 1

Communi cat i ons 1

Comput i ng 3

Ch e mi s t r y  4

T e c hno l ogy  2

Economi cs 1

E n g l i s h  as a 1
Second Language

Drama 3

Des i gn 1

Communi ty Care 1
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ABSTRACT

J a n e t  Watson : T e a c h e r s '  Co n c e p t i o n s  o f  M o r a l i t y  and

Moral  E d u c a t i o n

The c e n t r a l  pur pose o f  t h i s  s t udy  was t o e x p l o r e  t he  i d e a s  
about  t he n a t u r e  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  moral  dev e l o pmen t  and moral  
e d u c a t i o n  of  a sample o f  t e a c h e r s .  I n o r d e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  
t hese  i deas  a b r i e f  acc ount  i s  g i v e n  o f  t he  main e t h i c a l  
t h e o r i e s  he l d  by p h i l o s o p h e r s  and t he  main p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
t h e o r i e s  of  moral  de v e l o p me n t .  90 t e a c h e r s  f rom 57 d i f f e r e n t  
school s  were g i ven  a l e n g t h y  i n t e r v i e w  and c omp l e t e d  a 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The i n t e r v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Kohl  b e r g ' s  Moral  
Judgment  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  f u r t h e r  e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  The 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  open q u e s t i o n s  on moral  
dev e l opment  and moral  e d u c a t i o n .

The MJI  was scor ed a c c o r d i n g  t o Kohl  b e r g ' s  c u r r e n t  s c o r i n g  
p r o c e d u r e .  Ot h e r  q u e s t i o n s  were c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e d .  
F r e q u e n c i e s  and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet ween v a r i a b l e s  were  
c a l c u l a t e d  us i ng  a n a l y s e s  o f  v a r i a n c e ,  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  and f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s .  Among t he  r e s u l t s ,  59% of  
t e a c h e r s  were r e a s o n i n g  a t  St age 3 / 4  on K o h l b ^ r g ' s s t age  
s c o r e s .  Women and s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s  scor ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
l owe r  t han t he  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s ,  as d i d  t e a c h e r s  who s t r e s s e d  
d i s c i p l i n e  and s o c i a l  t r a i n i n g  as t he  essence o f  moral  
e d u c a t i o n .  Ev i dence  o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  e t h i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  was 
sought  in t he  t e a c h e r s '  t h i n k i n g .  Most  t e a c h e r s  seemed to  
g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  to a number o f  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n f l i c t i n g  v i e ws .  
However ,  t h e r e  was some t e ndency  f o r  two f a c t o r s ,  one 
l a b e l l e d  o b j e c t i v e / s u b j e c t i v e  and t he  o t h e r  l a b e l l e d  
i n d i v i d u a l / s o c i a l  t o emerge w i t h  some c l a r i t y .

These and o t h e r  f i n d i n g s  suggest ed  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  had done 
v e r y  l i t t l e  t h i n k i n g  in t h i s  a r ea  and were c o n s i d e r a b l y  
c o n f u s e d .  However ,  t h e r e  was good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t he  
i n t e r v i e w  i t s e l f  was an i m p o r t a n t  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p r i n c i p l e d  r e a s o n i n g  in  
Kohl  b e r g ' s  sense .  A s t r o n g  i mp r e s s i o n  f rom t he  da t a  was t he  
per so na l  moral  commi tment  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  and t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of  t he  i mp o r t a n c e  o f  moral  e d u c a t i o n  in s c h o o l .  I t  i s  p l a i n ,  
however ,  t h a t  i n - s e r v i c e  cour ses  a r e  u r g e n t l y  needed i f  t he  
concer n o f  t e a c h e r s  i s  t o  be r e a l i s e d  i n school  l i f e .


