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1 .
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

When he w ro te  h i s  m em oirs, Newman d e c la re d  th a t

**from f i r s t  to  l a s t  ed u c a tio n  in  th e  la rg e  
sen se  o f  th e  word has been my l i n e , "  (1 )

( 2 )
By t h i s  he meant t h a t  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l id e a s  'w e re  an in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f

h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and s p i r i t u a l  th in k in g ,  t h a t  th e y  w ere b a s ic  to  th e

most fundam en ta l and p e r s o n a l  o f h is  b e l i e f s ,  and had b een  a cq u ired

g r a d u a l ly  o v er th e  y e a r s .

A lthough  e d u c a tio n  in  h i s  o p in io n  v/as e s s e n t i a l l y  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l

p ro c e s s  he th o u g h t o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t  in  a way w hich was u n u su a l f o r

th e  age in  w hich he l i v e d ,  Newman d i s l i k e d  p a p e r  lo g ic  and q u e s tio n e d

th e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  th o se  who l i k e  Bentham a s s e s se d  p r o p o s i t io n s  in

p u re ly  a b s t r a c t  te rm s . He e x p la in e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  A p o lo g ia ,

He was n o t  co n v e rte d  to  C a th o lic ism  he s a id ,  in  any l o g i c a l  s e n se :

"A ll th e  l o g i c  in  th e  w orld  would n o t  have made me move f a s t e r  tow ards

Rome th a n  I  d id , "  I n s te a d  h e  was moved by a  s h i f t  o f h i s  t o t a l

p e r s o n a l i ty ,  by a g ra d u a l r e a l i s a t i o n  o f h i s  t r u e  p o s i t io n ,

" I t  i s  th e  c o n c re te  b e in g  th a t  re a s o n s ; p a ss  
a  number o f y e a r s ,  and I  f in d  m y se lf  in  a new
p la c e ;  how? The w hole man moves; p a p e r  lo g ic
i s  b u t th e  r e c o rd  o f  i t ,  "

1 , " A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r it in g s " ,  p ,2 5 9 .
2, H is e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s  a re  to  be found in  h i s  n in e  d is c o u rs e s

d e l iv e r e d  in  D u b lin  in  1852, and volume th r e e  o f  ’H is to r i c a l
S k e tc h e s ’ ; ’ th e  r i s e  and p ro g re s s  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s ' .  H is 
'D is c o u rse s  on th e  scope and n a tu re  o f  u n iv e r s i t y  e d u c a t io n ’ 

w i l l  be  r e f e r r e d  to  s im ply  as h i s  'D is c o u r s e s ’ ,



2.
F o r  Newman th e n  th e  i n t e l l e c t  n e v e r  fu n c tio n e d  in  a  p u re ly  a b s t r a c t  

s e n se  s in c e  i t  in v o lv ed  th e  w hole man, and i t  was t h i s  which marked 

him o u t as a t r a d i t i o n a l i s t ,  one who swam a g a in s t  th e  t i d e  o f 

r a t io n a l i s m  and h a rk ed  back n o t o n ly  to  th e  p re c e p ts  o f  r e n a is s a n c e  

and m ed ieval tim es  b u t a ls o  to  th e  pagan id e a lism  o f  A r i s to t l e  and 

th e  C h r is t i a n  e t h ic  o f  S t .  P a u l, W h ils t u t i l i t a r i a n s  and s c i e n t i f i c  

r a t i o n a l i s t s  q u e s tio n e d  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  

in h e r i t a n c e ,  and l i b e r a l  p r o te s t a n t s  in te r p r e te d  th e  C h r is t i a n  m essage 

s u b je c t iv e ly  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  own e x p e r ie n c e s ,  Newman th e r e f o r e  

s e t  o u t to  p re s e rv e  th o s e  l in k s  w ith  a n t iq u i ty  w hich had su rv iv e d  th e  

t e s t  o f  tim e , and to  r e i t e r a t e  th e  o b je c t iv e  dogmatism o f th e  e a r ly  

c h u rch .

I t  seemed to  Newman t h a t  th e  s p i r i t  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  was d e s tro y in g  

th e  co n cep t o f u n i ty  upon w hich c i v i l i z a t i o n  depended, and co n se q u e n tly  

h e  ad v o ca ted  a  system  o f  e d u c a tio n  w hich p re se rv e d  th e  u n iv e r s a l i ty  

o f  know ledge and th e  g e n e ra l is e d  n a tu re  o f  th in g s .  What d id  he mean 

by th e s e  p h ra se s?  F o r Newman knowledge was com prehensive and ex p an s iv e . 

Each s c ie n c e  was r e l a t e d  one to  a n o th e r  and th e re fo re  i t  was im p o ss ib le

( 3 )to  d is c r im in a te  betw een them . As "know ledge forms one w hole"^ th e

" sy s te m a tic  om ission  o f  any one s c ie n c e  from  th e  
c a ta lo g u e  (o f  know ledge) p r e ju d ic e s  th e  accu racy  
and com pleteness o f  , , ,  know ledge,"  ( 4 )

Newman was e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  th o se  who w ished  to  ex c lude

th e o lo g y  from th e  u n iv e r s i ty  c u rr ic u lu m . R e lig io u s  d o c t r in e  he  m a in ta in ed

3 ,  ’D is c o u r s e s ',  p ,3 7 .
4 . 'D is c o u r s e s ’ , p ,3 8 .



3.
" i s  knowledge in  as f u l l  a s e n s e  as  Newton’ s 
d o c t r in e  i s  know ledge. U n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  
w ith o u t th e o lo g y  i s  u n p h ilo so p h ic a l .  T heology 
has a t  l e a s t  as good a r i g h t  to  c la im  a p la c e  
th e r e  as astro n o m y ,"  ( 5 )

He was n o t c la im in g  how ever, t h a t  th e o lo g y  was more im p o rtan t th a n

c h e m is try , g eo logy  o r  any o th e r  s u b je c t ,  b u t r a t h e r  t h a t  i t  was a

v i t a l  segm ent o f  th e  c i r c l e  o f  know ledge and t h a t  i t s  om ission

p re ju d ic e d  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f knowledge in  p ro p o r t io n  to  i t s  im p o rtan ce .

As

" sc ie n c e s  , , ,  b e lo n g  to  one and th e  same c i r c l e  
o f  o b je c ts  th e y  a re  one and a l l  connected  
to g e th e r ;  (an d ) as th e y  a r e  b u t  a s p e c ts  o f  
th in g s ,  th e y  a re  s e v e r a l ly  incom ple te  in  r e l a t i o n  
to  th e  th in g s  th e m s e lv e s ,"  (6 )

Knowledge th e n  was a l l  em bracing , i t  was an  o b je c t iv e  e n t i t y ,  a  v a s t  

and u n if ie d  c i r c l e  in  w hich each  s c ie n c e  had i t s  own p la c e :  in  a 

word i t  was u n iv e r s a l ,

P , R, L eav is  has r e f e r r e d  in  h i s  w r i t in g s  to  a " c e n t r a l

i n t e l l ig e n c e "  by w hich sc ie n c e s  a re  r e l a t e d  one to  a n o t h e r , a

d im ension  o f  le a r n in g  in  which th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  a b le  to  id e n t i f y  

th e  b e a r in g  o f  one s c ie n c e  upon a n o th e r ,  and t h i s  i s  w hat Newman 

m eant by th e  g e n e ra l is e d  o r  " a r c h i t e c to n ic "  n a tu re  o f  th in g s .  Thus 

h a v in g  argued  th a t  i t  was im p o rtan t to  p re s e rv e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  u n iv e r 

s a l i t y ,  Newman c la im ed  t h a t  once th e  human mind had le a rn e d  to

r e f l e c t  t h i s  s p i r i t  i t  a cq u ired  a new and m y ste rio u s  d i s c i p l in e

5 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 31.
6 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ' ,  p . 38.
7 , 'E d u c a tio n  and th e  u n iv e r s i t y '  by P , R, L e a v is , p , 25.
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w hich en ab led  th e  in d iv id u a l  to  b rid g e  th e  g u l f  betw een one s c ie n c e  

and a n o th e r  and th e re b y  overcome th e  p roblem s c re a te d  by s p e c i a l i s a 

t i o n .

One y e a r  b e fo re  Newman d e l iv e re d  h i s  d is c o u rs e s  in  D u b lin  th e  

G rea t E x h ib i t io n  was h e ld  in  London to  commemorate th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  

ach ievem ents o f  men l i k e  A rkw righ t and S tep h e n so n , Wedgwood and W att, 

B o lto n  and B ru n e i, in v e n tiv e  g e n iu se s  who had r e v o lu t io n is e d  th e  

i n d u s t r i a l ,  com m ercial and s o c i a l  l i f e  o f E ng land ; b u t w h i l s t  Newman 

re c o g n ise d  t h e i r  ach iev em en ts  -  " l e t  me n o t  d ecry  th e  u s e fu l  o r
/ g \

m echan ical a r t s " '  '  -  he reckoned  i t  fo o lh a rd y  f o r  e d u c a to rs  to  ape

t h i s  tr e n d  by c o n c e n tra t in g  upon th e  s tu d y  o f  p u re ly  v o c a t io n a l

s u b je c t s .  To do so would cause  man to  become u su rped  by h i s  p ro f e s s io n

" c lo th e d  in  i t s  g a rb  from  head  to  fo o t  • • •  
shaped p re s s e d  and s t i f f e n e d  in  th e  e x a c t 
mould o f  h i s  te c h n ic a l  c h a r a c te r , "  (9 )

and he p ro p h e s ie d  t h a t  u n le ss  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  was checked s o c ie ty  w ould

become fragm en ted ; d iv id e d  a g a in s t  i t s e l f  in to  a s e r i e s  o f "un co n n ec ted

u n i t s ,  each  d is p la c in g  and r e p e l l in g  one a n o t h e r . W h a t  was th e

u se  Newman ask ed , o f  a man who was a s k i l l e d  te c h n ic ia n  and n o th in g

e ls e ?  What o f h i s  l i f e  as a f a t h e r ,  a c i t i z e n  and a f r ie n d ?  How

cou ld  he use  h i s  l e i s u r e  tim e? How cou ld  he know r i g h t  from wrong?

E d u c a to rs  ad o p ted  u t i l i t a r i a n  ends a t  th e  expense o f  th e  v e ry

c i v i l i z a t i o n  th e y  w ere  so anx ious to  improve and w ould u l t im a te ly

d e f e a t  t h e i r  own p u rp o se .

8 , E ssay  on 'S c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' ,
9 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 45.

10 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 3 5 .
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M oreover, u t i l i t y  o b scu red  th e  o b je c t  o f  know ledge w hich was 

t r u t h .  In  Newman's o p in io n  one d id  n o t d is c o v e r  t r u t h  as one d i s 

covered  s c i e n t i f i c  d a ta ,  b u t one a c q u ire d  g lim p ses  o f  i t  as  one 

d is c r im in a te d  betw een a v a r i e ty  o f p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  and f o r  t h i s  re a so n  

he th o u g h t o f u n b e l ie f  n o t as a q u e s tio n  o f  ig n o ran c e  b u t as one o f  

m en ta l c o n fu s io n . L ike  A r i s t o t l e  Newman b e l ie v e d  t h a t  i t  was 

im p o ss ib le  to  acc o u n t f o r  e v e ry th in g  in  t h i s  w o r ld , b u t w hereas 

B ro u ^ am , Bentham and J ,  S , M il l  c o n c e n tra te d  s o le l y  upon th e  v i s i b l e  

and i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  he embraced th e  m y ste rio u s  and unfathom ab le  as w e ll  

and c o n se q u e n tly  h i s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t r u t h  was more p ro found  th a n  

t h e i r s .

U n like  th e  u t i l i t a r i a n s  who w ere c h ie f ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  le a r n in g  

f o r  i t s  b y p ro d u c ts  -  i t s  u se fu ln e s s  and i t s  power -  Newman va lu ed  i t  

a s  an end in  i t s e l f  and embraced th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  co n cep t o f  l i b e r a l  

know ledge. He ap p lau d ed  th e  e f f o r t l e s s  way in  w hich l i b e r a l  knowledge 

was a t t a in e d  -  th e  in d iv id u a l  adopted  a n e g l ig e n t  s e n s e  o f  accom

p l i s h e d  ease  a k in  to  th e  re n a is s a n c e  n o t io n  o f s p r e z z a tu r a  -  and 

argued  th a t  i t  was b e s t  to  u n d e rta k e  an e n te r p r i s e  b ecau se  i t  was 

e n jo y a b le  and r e la x in g  and n o t b ecau se  i t  le d  to  p e r s o n a l  g a in  o r  

p r o f i t .  L ib e ra l  know ledge he s a id ,  w ould

"open  th e  mind c o r r e c t  i t ,  r e f i n e  i t  , , ,  g iv e  
i t  power o v e r i t s  own f a c u l t i e s ,  a p p l ic a t io n ,  
f l e x i b i l i t y ,  m ethod, c r i t i c a l  e x a c tn e s s ,  s a g a c i ty ,  
r e s o u r c e ,  a d d re s s  (an d ) e lo q u e n t e x p re s s io n ,"  (11 )

11 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ' , p ,1 01,
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I t  was a

" p e rs o n a l p o s s e s s io n  w orth  p o s s e s s in g  f o r
w hat i t  i s  and n o t  m erely  f o r  w hat i t  d o e s ."  (12 )

T h is  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een knowledge w hich i s  i n s t r u c t io n a l  and

v o c a t io n a l ,  and knowledge w hich i s  i l lu m in a t in g  and e d i fy in g ,  betw een

an e d u c a tio n  b a se d  upon th e  accum ula tion  o f  f a c t s  and p r o f e s s io n a l

s k i l l s ,  and an e d u c a tio n  d e s ig n e d  to  le a v e  i t s  mark on th e  in n e r  man,

h i s  t a s t e s  and v a lu e s ,  le d  Newman to  adm it t h a t  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n  was

n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  o f  any p r a c t i c a l  u se . In  an e r a  in  which men w e re

obsessed  w ith  p r a c t i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  w ith  making th in g s  and a c q u i r in g

p o s s e s s io n s ,  Nevman's p h ilo so p h y  was th e r e f o r e  r e t r o s p e c t iv e ,  and y e t

i t  p o s se sse d  one g r e a t  ad v a n ta g e . I t  gave th e  in d iv id u a l

"a  c l e a r  co n sc io u s  view  o f h i s  own o p in io n s  
and judgem en ts, a t r u t h  in  d ev e lo p in g  them 
and a fo r c e  in  u s in g  them ,"  ( 13)

i t  ta u g h t him

" to  see  th in g s  a s  th e y  a r e ,  to  go r i g h t  to
th e  p o in t ,  to  d is e n ta n g le  a s k e in  o f  th o u g h t,
to  d e te c t  w hat i s  s o p h i s t i c a l  and to  d is c a rd  
w hat i s  i r r e l e v a n t , "  ( 1 3 )

and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  Newman c la im ed  th a t  i t  was o f  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t  to

c i v i l i z a t i o n  th a n  u t i l i t y .  Here th e n  was th e  c ru x  o f  th e  m a tte r ,

'tVhereas th e  u t i l i t a r i a n s  and s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l i s t s  reckoned  t h a t

e d u c a tio n  sh o u ld  s e rv e  s o c ie ty  -  why sho u ld  a f a t h e r  w a s te  h i s  own

money and h i s  s o n 's  tim e  by s e t t i n g  him to  l e a m  a  u s e le s s  lan g u ag e

12 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ' , p . 89.
13 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ' , p ,1 5 2 .
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l i k e  l a t i n  -  Newman m a in ta in ed  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  e n r ic h  th e  l i f e  o f  th e

in d iv id u a l .  I t  was C o p lesto n  who had  argued  th a t

" in  p ro p o r t io n  as ( a  m an 's) sp h e re  o f a c t i o n  i s
narrow ed , h is  m en ta l powers and h a b i t s  become 
c o n tra c te d ;  and he resem b les  a  s u b o rd in a te  p a r t  
o f  some p o w erfu l m ach inery , u s e f u l  in  i t s  p la c e  
b u t in s ig n i f i c a n t  and w o r th le s s  o u t o f  I t , "  ( 1 4 )

b u t Newman w ent f u r th e r  and p ro c la im ed  t h a t  th e  man who was l i b e r a l l y

ed u ca ted  -  th e  man o f im p e r ia l i n t e l l e c t  -  cou ld  m a s te r  any s u b je c t ,  

t a c k le  any p rob lem  o r  f i l l  any p o s t ,  and was th e r e f o r e  o f g r e a t e r  

u se  to  s o c ie ty  in  th e  lo n g  ru n  th a n  h is  one-eyed  u t i l i t a r i a n  c o u n te r 

p a r t .

And w hat o f  th e  le a r n in g  p ro c e s s?  What d id  Newman say  about 

t h i s ?  In  h i s  o p in io n  le a r n in g  was a slow  and p iecem ea l p ro c e s s  w hich 

was n e i t h e r  spon taneous n o r  r e f l e x iv e .  One le a rn e d  he s a i d ,  n o t by a 

d i r e c t  o r  s im p le  v i s io n ,  n o t a t  a g la n c e , b u t by th e  j o i n t  a p p l ic a t io n  

and c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  many f a c u l t i e s .  I t  was a  s y n th e t ic  phenomena 

w hereby one a s s im i la te d  knowledge o b je c t iv e ly  and made i t  s u b je c t iv e ly  

o n e 's  own, a co n tin u o u s  p ro c e ss  o f c o r r e c t io n ,  a d o p tio n  and s y s té m a tis a 

t i o n  in  w hich o n e 's  t o t a l  p e r s o n a l i ty  w as in v o lv ed . In  th e  Grammar 

o f  A sse n t Newman argued  t h a t  a " r e a l "  o r  o b je c t iv e  a ssessm en t in  

w hich o n e 's  w hole b e in g  was invo lved  was s u p e r io r  to  a " n o tio n a l"  o r  

s u b je c t iv e  a ssessm en t w hich was p a r t i a l  and drew o n ly  upon o n e 's  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  re sp o n se . L ea rn in g  f o r  Newman was n o t  th e r e f o r e  a 

q u e s t io n  o f  s e l f - d is c o v e r y  o r  p r iv a t e  judgem ent b u t o f  o b je c t iv e

14 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 4 3 .



co n te m p la tio n . M oreover, th e  onus to  l e a m  r e s te d  w ith  th e  s tu d e n t ,  

and th e r e f o r e  as  P ro fe s s o r  B antock h as  o b served  " f o r  a l l  i t s  a p p re c ia 

t i o n  o f  a h ie ra r c h y  o f  v a lu e "  h i s  concep t o f  l e a r n in g  was e s s e n t i a l l y

Cl 5 )one o f  "a c c e p ta n c e  and h u m ili ty " .

In  a p a ssag e  quoted by A, Dwight C u lle r^ ^ ^ )  Newman d e sc r ib e d  

how an  in f a n t  l e a r n s .  At f i r s t  i t  i s  u n ab le  to  com prehend; th e  

o b je c ts  p re s e n te d  to  i t  a re  b u t a m edley o f  c o lo u rs  and shadows and 

do n o t  form  a w ho le , b u t g ra d u a l ly  i t  see s  th e  connex ion  o f p a r t  w ith  

p a r t ,  i t

" . , ,  s e p a ra te s  w hat moves from w hat i s  
s t a t i o n a r y ,  w atches th e  coming and go ing  o f  
f ig u r e s ,  m a s te rs  th e  id e a  o f shape and 
p e r s p e c t iv e ,  c a l l s  in  th e  in fo rm a tio n  con
veyed th rough  th e  o th e r  sen ses  to  a s s i s t  ( i t )  
i n  ( i t s )  m en ta l p ro c e s s  and th u s  g ra d u a l ly  
co n v e rts  a c a lid o sc o p e  in to  a  p i c tu r e , "

T h is  p ro c e s s  i s  co n tin u ed  as th e  c h i ld  g ro w s, b u t as i t  becomes

a d u l t  so i t

" e n e rg iz e s  , , ,  d i s t in g u is h e s  betw een r u le  
and e x c e p tio n , betw een a c c id e n t and d e s ig n .
I t  a s s ig n s  , , ,  q u a l i t i e s  to  a  s u b je c t ,  a c ts
to  a p r in c i p le  and e f f e c t s  to  a cau se . In  a
w ord, i t  p h i lo s o p h iz e s ."  ( 1 6 )

To p h ilo s o p h is e  how ever, r e q u ir e s  t r a i n i n g  and Newman s t r e s s e d

t h i s  when he em phasised th e  im portance o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  o rd e r  and h a b i t .

He ad v o ca ted  a t r a in in g  w hich f e l l  w ith in  a b ro ad  and g e n e ra l  c u l tu r a l

c o n te x t in  th e  s o p h is t  t r a d i t i o n ,  one by w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  a c q u ire d

a "view " r a t h e r  th a n  an e n cy c lo p aed ic  know ledge o f e v e ry th in g , Newman

15 . 'F reedom  and a u th o r i ty  in  education*  by G, H, B an tock , p ,1 2 7 .
16 , 'The Im p e r ia l  I n t e l l e c t '  by A, Dwight C u l l e r ,  p p .204-5*
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had no tim e f o r  th o se  e x p e r ts  who am assed a v a s t  amount o f  f a c tu a l

in fo rm a tio n , and bemoaned th e  p r a c t i c e  o f t  cach ing  so many th in g s

" . . .  t h a t  n o th in g  h as  p ro p e r ly  been  ta u g h t 
a t  a l l .  I t  has b een  th e  e r r o r  o f d i s t r a c t i n g  
and e n fe e b lin g  th e  mind by an unmeaning p r o fu 
s io n  o f  s u b je c t s ;  o f  im ply ing  t h a t  a  s m a tte r in g  
in  a dozen b ranches o f  s tu d y  i s  n o t sh a llo w n ess  
. . .  b u t en la rg em en t . . .  A ll  th in g s  now a r e  to  be 
le a rn e d  a t  once , , ,  n o t one w e ll  b u t many b ad ly

"L earn in g  i s  to  be w ith o u t e x e r t io n ,  w ith o u t 
a t t e n t i o n ,  w ith o u t t o i l  . . .  T here i s  to  be 
n o th in g  in d iv id u a l  in  i t ;  and t h i s  fo r s o o th  
i s  th e  wonder o f  th e  ag e  , , ,  What th e  s te a m -
eng ine  does w ith  m a tte r ,  th e  p r in t in g  p r e s s  i s
to  do w ith  th e  m ind ,"  (1 ? )

He p r e f e r r e d  a t r a i n i n g  w hich produced  men l i k e  W hately o f  O r ie l ,

one whose f a c t u a l  knowledge was e le m e n ta ry , b u t one who n e v e r th e le s s

p o sse sse d  a  m a g n if ic e n t g rasp  o f  e s s e n t i a l s ,  an i n f a l l i b l e  se n se  o f

judgem ent and a u n i f i e d  v i s io n  o f  r e a l i t y .

W ithou t t r a i n i n g  th e n  Newman b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e r e  cou ld  be no

"v iew "; no accu racy  o f  m ind, no c o n s is te n c y  in  argum ent and no

u n i v e r s a l i t y  in  app roach . But th e r e  w as more to  Newman's id e a l  th a n

t h i s .  He found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e s c r ib e  w hat he  m eant by an edu ca ted

man b ecau se  th e re  was no te rm  in  th e  E n g lis h  language  w hich d e f in e d

h i s  c o n ce p t w ith  ac c u ra c y , and c o n se q u e n tly  he  was com pelled  to  use

p h ra s e s  w hich on ly  approxim ated  to  th e  end w hich he had in  mind. He

th e r e f o r e  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  man who had b e e n  l i b e r a l l y  ed u ca ted  as a

man o f  im p e r ia l  i n t e l l e c t  and p h ilo s o p h ic  h a b i t ,  one whose mind had

been  i l lu m in a te d  and e n la rg e d , one who w as d e d ic a te d , ju d ic io u s  and

17 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  pp. 119-20 ,
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d ig n i f ie d  on th e  one hand, y e t  v ir tu o u s  and co m passionate  on th e

o th e r ,  a  g en tle -m a n  who was

" te n d e r  tow ards th e  b a s h f u l  , , ,  g e n t le  tow ards 
th e  d i s t a n t  and m e rc ifu l tow ards th e  a b s u rd ,"  (18 )

W ith in  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  th e r e  is  an in h e re n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a sp e c ts  o f  ed u c a tio n  and th e  m o ra l, and Newman went

to  some le n g th s  in  th e  D isc o u rse s  to  make t h i s  a p p a re n t. He r e f e r r e d

to  men o f  im p e r ia l  i n t e l l e c t  l i k e  Gibbon who had no t a s t e  f o r

C h r i s t i a n  m o ra l i ty ,  and d e c la re d  th a t  e d u c a tio n  shou ld  n o t be burdened

" . . .  w ith  v i r t u e  o r  r e l i g i o n  . . .  I t s  b u s in e s s  
i s  n o t to  s t e e l  th e  so u l a g a in s t  te m p ta t io n  
any more th a n  to  s e t  th e  loom in  m o tio n , o r  to
d i r e c t  th e  steam  c a r r i a g e ,"  ( l 9 )

In d eed , he  c laim ed  th a t  h i s  s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  be f r e e  to  " p ro se c u te  

a l l  k in d s  o f  knowledge to  t h e i r  u tm ost l i m i t s " , a n d  demanded 

" e lb o w - r o o m " ^ i n  o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  m ight f i x  t h e i r  minds e x c lu s iv e ly  

on t h e i r  s tu d ie s  w ith o u t b e in g  d i s t r a c t e d  by th e  a g i t a t i o n  o f  s c a n d a l

co n sc io u s  m o r a l i s t s .  However, th e re  w ere th o s e  w ith in  th e  C a th o lic  

Church who w ere em barrassed  by th e se  l i n e s  o f  th o u g h t. A ss a i le d  by 

th e  s p i r i t  o f  r e v o lu t io n ,  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  e g a l i t a r ia n i s m  o f  M dzzin i

and th e  pagan  determ in ism  o f  E n g e ls , th e  chu rch  had adop ted  a narrow

and r e a c t io n a r y  form o f dogm atism , and A rchb ishop  C u lle n , who in v i te d  

Newman to  open th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f I r e la n d ,  p e r s o n if ie d  t h i s  approach .

To a man o f  C u l le n 's  c o n s e rv a t iv e  m e n ta l i ty  i t  must have seemed 

s u i c i d a l  to  i n v i t e  th e  l a i t y  to  s tu d y  th e  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e s ,  b u t Newman 

was adam ant:

18. 'D i s c o u r s e s ' ,  p , l 8 l ,
19 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,9 9 .
20. E ssay  on 'S c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' .
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" I f  th e n  a u n iv e r s i ty  i s  a d i r e c t  p r e p a r a t io n
f o r  t h i s  w o rld , l e t  i t  be w hat i t  p r o f e s s e s .
I t  i s  n o t a co n v en t, i t  i s  n o t a sem in ary ; i t  
i s  a p la c e  to  f i t  men o f  th e  w orld  f o r  th e  
w orld , " ( 21 )

He was c e r t a in  t h a t  th e  church  had n o th in g  to  f e a r  from  th e  advance

ment o f  knov/ledge. T heology and s c ie n c e  w ere c e r t a in ly  d i f f e r e n t  -

th e  fo rm er d e a l t  w ith  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  and r e l i e d  on r e v e l a t i o n  w h i ls t  

th e  l a t t e r  d e a l t  w ith  th e  n a tu r a l  and r e l i e d  on in d u c tio n  -  b u t th e y  

w ere n o t in  c o n f l i c t ;

" th e  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e s  , , .  a re  engaged upon 
d iv in e  works and canno t is s u e  in  u n tru e  
r e l i g io u s  c o n c lu s io n s ,"  (22 )

Nor need th e  church  w orry  a b o u t a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  T here

was no such th in g  he d e c la re d  as

"a  C h r is t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  i s  a c o n t r a d ic t io n  
in  term s to  a tte m p t a s i n l e s s  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  
8 in f u l  man" ( 23 )

and th e re fo re  i t  was wrong to  c e n so r  th e  works o f  s c e p t ic s  and

u n b e l ie v e rs .  To do so w as to  t a k e  man f o r  w hat "he i s  n o t ,  f o r

( 22 )som ething more d iv in e  and s a c re d  th a n  he r e a l l y  i s " , '  '  M oreover,

( 24 )i t  was u n p h ilo so p h ic a l to  " p r o h ib i t  know ledge" ' 'b e c a u se  know ledge 

was p a r t  o f a l i v i n g  t r a d i t i o n ,  one which was v ib r a n t  and e v o lu t io n a ry  

r a t h e r  th a n  s t a t i c ,  one w hich em braced each and every  m a n if e s ta t io n  

o f  l i f e .  T h is  was bo ld  t a l k  th e  l i k e  o f  w hich th e  C a th o lic  Church 

had seldom  h e a rd .

21. ’D is c o u r s e s ',  p ,2 0 2 ,
22. 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p p ,125-6 ,
23 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 9 9 .
24 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p , 204.
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What o f  th e  te a c h e r?  What was h i s  r o l e  to  he? Newman em phasised

th e  im portance  o f th e  e f f e c t  w hich a  t e a c h e r 's  p h ilo so p h y  and

p e r s o n a l i ty  had upon h i s  s tu d e n ts  and th e r e f o r e  he p r e f e r r e d  to  have

C a th o lic  te a c h e rs  ±n C a th o l ic  sch o o ls  and c o l le g e s .  In  a d d i t io n  he

b e l ie v e d  l i k e  F , R, L eav is  t h a t  te a c h e rs  sho u ld  be s c h o la r s  a c t iv e ly

engaged in  le a r n in g  th e m se lv es . He w anted to  f i l l  h i s  u n iv e r s i ty  w ith

" . . .  men z e a lo u s  f o r  t h e i r  own s c ie n c e s  and 
r i v a l s  o f  each  o th e r  . . .  b ro u g h t ( to g e th e r )
. . .  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  peace  
to  r e s p e c t ,  to  c o n s u l t ,  to  a id  e a c h  o th e r  , , ,
( to  e x p lo re )  th e  g r e a t  o u t l in e s  o f  know ledge, 
th e  p r in c ip le s  on w hich i t  r e s t s ,  th e  s c a l e  
o f  i t s  p a r t s ,  i t s  l i g h t s  and i t s  shades 
freedom , e q u i ta b le n e s s ,  ca lm n ess , m o d e ra tio n , 
and w isdom ." ( 25)

He a n t i c ip a te d  t h a t  by l i v in g  w ith  th e s e  men and s h a r in g  t h e i r

e x p e r ie n c e s  th e  s tu d e n t would im i ta te  them , he would s e e  th e  " b e a r in g

C 26 )o f  one s c ie n c e  on a n o th e r"  and w ould a c q u i r e  a

" c l e a r  view  o f  h i s  own o p in io n s  and judgem ents 
a t r u t h  in  d e v e lo p in g  them and a fo rc e  in  
u rg in g  th em ." ( 2?)

Above a l l  e l s e  how ever, Newman b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  e d u c a to r  had

to  be c lo se  to  h i s  s tu d e n ts ,  warm and sy m p a th e tic , f r i e n d ly  and h e lp f u l .

I t  was no use  him ru n n in g  h i s  s c h o o l o r  c o l le g e  as though i t  was "a

fo u n d ry , o r  a m in t, o r  a t r e a d m i l l " ,  He had to  know each  o f  h i s

s tu d e n ts  in d iv id u a l ly  and th e y  had to  know him :

25 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ' , p ,8 2 ,
26 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,3 7  -  T h is was Newman's s o lu t io n  to  th e  problem

r a i s e d  by L eav is  co n ce rn in g  a m en ta l c e n t r e  common to  c o n t r a s t 
in g  s tu d i e s .  I t  i s  a problem  w hich has become more and more 
a c u te  s in c e  Newman's day.

27. 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p .152.
28 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p , 122 .
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"The p e rs o n a l in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  te a c h e r  is  
a b le  to  d isp e n se  w ith  an academ ic sy stem , 
b u t t h a t  system  canno t . . .  d isp e n se  w ith  
p e r s o n a l  in f lu e n c e .  With in f lu e n c e  th e re
i s  l i f e ,  w ith o u t i t  th e re  i s  none An
academ ic system  w ith o u t th e  p e rs o n a l in f lu e n c e  
o f  th e  te a c h e r  . . .  i s  an A rc t ic  w in te r .  I t  
w i l l  c r e a te  an ic e -b o u n d  w o r ld ."  ( 28 )

A lthough th e r e  was l e s s  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  in  

th e  1 8 5 0 ' s  th a n  th e r e  i s  to d a y , th e  problem s i t  c r e a te d  were as

( 29 )obv ious to  Newman as  th e y  a re  to  F , R. L e a v is , '  '  I t  was lo g i c a l  

t h a t  Newman sho u ld  have d is c r im in a te d  in  th e o ry  betw een te a c h in g  and

r e s e a r c h  -  te a c h in g  he  t h o u ^ t  sh o u ld  go on in  a u n iv e r s i ty  and

re s e a rc h  in  s p e c ia l i s e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  -  b u t i t  proved to  be im p ra c t ic a l .  

He was r i g h t  to  argue th a t  a s tu d e n t  was in c a p a b le  o f  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  

u n t i l  he had a c q u ire d  "en largem en t o f  m in d ",^^ ^ ^b u t wrong to  b an  th e  

s p e c i a l i s t  from  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  -  in d e e d , he found t h i s  im p o ss ib le  when 

he was r e c t o r  in  D ub lin  and was com pelled  to  a llow  r e s e a r c h  to  go on 

w i th in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  f a c u l t i e s  in  much th e  same way a s  i t  does to d a y .

C u l le r  has s t a t e d  t h a t  Newman's " i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  

( 31 )id e a l"  -  h i s  man o f  p h ilo so p h ic  h a b i t  -  was as rem o te  from r e a l i t y  

as P l a t o 's  p e r f e c t  p r in c e ,  C ic e r o 's  id e a l  o r a to r ,  th e  m ed iev a l s a in t  

o r  th e  r e n a is s a n c e  s ta te sm a n ; Newman's end w as u n a t ta in a b le .  And y e t  

Newman aimed

28, 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 2 2 ,
29. See 'E d u c a tio n  and The U n iv e r s i ty ' by F , R, L e a v is ,
30 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 1 2 ,
31 , 'The I n ^ e r i a l  I n t e l l e c t*  by A. Dwight C u l le r ,  p . 189.



14.

" a t  r a i s i n g  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  to n e  o f s o c ie ty ,  
a t  c u l t i v a t i n g  th e  p u b lic  m ind, a t  p u r i f y in g  
th e  n a t io n a l  t a s t e ,  a t  su p p ly in g  t r u e  
p r in c i p l e  to  p o p u la r  en th u siasm  and f ix e d  
aims to  p o p u la r  a s p i r a t i o n s , "  ( 32 )

He was concerned  he s a i d  "w ith  q u e s tio n s  n o t sim ply  o f  im m utable

t r u t h  b u t o f  p r a c t i c e  and e x p e d i e n c e " , a n d  argued t h a t  h i s

p r in c i p le s  w ere a t t a in a b le  by th e  " e x p e r ie n c e  o f  l i f e " . ^ ^ ^ )  I t  is

obvious from  th e  way in  w hich  he a p p l ie d  h i s  id e as  t h a t  Newman n ev e r

in te n d e d  to  u se  th e  D is c o u rse s  as a b lu e  p r i n t ,  b u t i t  i s  d o u b tfu l

i f  he e v e r  re g a rd e d  them a s  C u lle r  im p lie d  as l i t t l e  more th a n  a

u to p ia n  id e a l .

F o r Newman th e n  e d u c a tio n  was 'k p ro c e s s  s t e a d i ly  c a r r i e d  on

( 35 )th ro u g h  many y e a rs  on f ix e d  p r in c i p le s  tow ards a d e f i n i t e  e n d ,"

I t  was p a r t l y  a " p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  know ledge and p a r t l y  an  im p a rtin g  o f 

k n o w l e d g e , p r o c e s s  w hich made an im pact n o t o n ly  upon th e  

i n t e l l e c t  b u t a l s o  upon th e  p e r s o n a l i ty .  I t s  r o le  w as th e r e f o r e  

p r e c i s e :

"Do n o t  sa y  . . .  p eo p le  ( a r e )  ed u ca ted  when 
a f t e r  a l l  you mean amused, r e f r e s h e d ,  so o th ed , 
p u t in to  good s p i r i t s  and good humour o r  k e p t 
from  v ic io u s  e x c e s s e s ."  ( 3 6 )

I t  im p lie d  "an  a c t i o n  upon ( o n e 's )  m en ta l n a t u r e " a n d  demanded a

t o t a l  r a t h e r  th a n  a  p u r e ly  r a t i o n a l  o r  a e s th e t i c  re sp o n se . I t  was

32 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 152.
33 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 7.
34. 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 5 .
35 . 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p . 130*
36 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 2 1 .
37 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 93.
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n e i t h e r  a means o f  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n  n o r  s e l f - a s s e s s m e n t ,  h u t an

o b je c t iv e  e n t e r p r i s e  in  w hich t r a i n in g  and h a b i t  w ere czn ic ia l. I t

was th e o c e n t r i c  r a t h e r  th a n  e g o c e n tr ic ,  a p ro c e ss  w hereby th e  mind

cou ld  o n ly  develop  i f  i t  a p p re c ia te d  th e  v a lu e  o f o b je c ts  e x te rn a l  to

i t s e l f ,  and th e r e f o r e  echoed th e  pagan  p h ilo so p h y  o f  A r i s t o t l e  as w e ll

as th e  C h r i s t i a n  te a c h in g  o f  S t .  P a u l,

How d id  Newman a r r iv e  a t  th e se  th e o r i e s ?  In  th e  f i r s t  o f h is

d is c o u rs e s  he  den ied  h av in g  "g o t up ( h i s )  o p in io n s  f o r  th e  o cca sio n "^ ^ ^ )

and c laim ed  t h a t  he had h e ld  them from  an e a r l y  age. He sa id  t h a t

th e y  w ere founded upon p e rs o n a l e x p e rie n c e  -  he had b een  a " w itn e ss"  ^

( 39 )to  t h e i r  v a lu e  -  and h i s  " se n se  o f  t h e i r  t r u t h "  had been in c re a se d  

y e a r  by y e a r .  G iven t h i s  te s t im o n y  i t  i s  in ten d ed  to  s c r u t i n i s e  

Nev/man's e a r l y  l i f e  in  an a t te m p t to  d is c o v e r  how th e se  id e a s  

o r ig in a te d  and to  a s s e s s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f h i s  p a re n ts  

and s c h o o lte a c h e rs  and th e  im pact o f O xford.

38 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,3 .
39. 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 4 .
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE IMPACT OF HIS FAIILY 

I t  w ould be m is lead in g  to  c la im  t h a t  Newman's p a re n ts  

d e l ib e r a t e ly  s e t  ou t to  make him in to  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  t h a t  th e y  

c o n s c io u s ly  fe d  him w ith  e d u c a tio n a l  th e o r ie s  w hich he u l t im a te ly  

took  as h i s  own. However, i t  w ould be e q u a l ly  m is le a d in g  to  i n f e r  as 

C u lle r  does t h a t  th ey  had n o th in g  to  do w ith  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p 

ment and n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  o r ig in s  o f  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l  th o u g h t.

Newman was b o m  in to  an a f f lu e n t  A ugustan home, Mr. Newman b e in g
A )

a  b an k er and M rs. Neivman th e  d a u g h te r  o f  a p ap e r m a n u fa c tu re r ; ' '  b u t

w hereas in  most m idd le  c la s s  homes le a r n in g  a t  t h a t  tim e w as m ere ly  a

s o c i a l  a p e r i t i f ,  in  th e  Newman h o u seh o ld  i t  was ta k e n  s e r io u s ly .  How

e l s e  can one e x p la in  on th e  one hand th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s ix  c h i ld r e n
( 2 )

e x c e lle d  a c a d e m ic a lly  -  H a r r i e t t ,  f o r  exam ple, became a s u c c e s s fu l

1 . He was b o m  in  1801, H is p a r e n t s ,  p r i o r  to  th e  c o l la p s e  o f  h is  
f a t h e r 's  bank in  I 8I 6 , owned two la r g e  h o u ses ; one in  th e  
c o u n try  a t  Ham and one in  th e  c i t y  in  Bloom sbury,

2. C h a rle s  Newman, 1802-1 884 . He was th e  b la ck  sheep  o f th e  fam ily .
He n e v e r  w ent to  u n iv e r s i t y  b u t cou ld  have done so had he w ished .
He was c le v e r  enough to  co n v erse  w ith  h is  e ld e r  b ro th e r  in  l a t i n  
and Greek and o f te n  argued  w ith  him  abou t th e o lo g y ,
F ra n c is  Newman, 1 8O5 -I  897. He became a f e l lo w  o f  B a l l i o l  and 
l a t e r  p r o f e s s o r  o f c l a s s i c s  a t  M anchester and p r o f e s s o r  o f l a t i n  
a t  U n iv e r s i ty  C o lle g e , London
H a r r i e t t  Newman, 1803-1852, She m arried  Thomas Mozley who w as a 
p u p i l  o f Newman's a t  O r ie l ,  H er b e s t  s e l l i n g  books w ere c a l le d  
"The L o s t B rooch", " F a iry  Bower", "The P e n c i l  C ase" , "The 
S h e tla n d  Pony" and "Fam ily  A d v en tu res" ,
Jemima Newman, 1808-1879, She m a rr ie d  John M ozley who w as a 
p u b l is h e r .  She was an  e x c e l le n t  m a th em a tic ian  and p assed  h e r  
t a l e n t  on to  h e r  e ld e s t  son . She was a ls o  an accom plished  m u sic ian . 
Mary Newman, 1 807-1 827. She d ie d  b e fo re  she r e a l l y  had tim e to  
f lo w e r a c a d e m ic a lly  b u t th e r e  i s  no re a so n  to  suppose t h a t  had 
she l iv e d  she w ould n o t  have been  as  c le v e r  as h e r  s i s t e r s .
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m inor n o v e l i s t ,  w h i l s t  F ra n c is  g o t a d o u b l e - f i r s t  a t  Oxford and 

became an em inent s c h o la r ,  and on th e  o th e r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Newman 

a c q u ire d  a d u l t  a t t i t u d e s  lo n g  b e f o r e  he re a c h e d  ad o le sc en ce  -  H a r r i e t t  

and F ra n c is  b o th  reco rd ed  t h a t  h e  was i r r i t a t e d  by to y s  and d e s p is e d  

c h i ld i s h  games?

liVhen Newman was f iv e  h is  f a t h e r  w ro te  him a l e t t e r  and to ld  him  

to  " le a r n  som ething new every  day o r  (h e  w ould) no lo n g e r  be c a l le d

( 5 )a c l e v e r  boy". T h is  m ight ap p ea r to  b e  a r a t h e r  t r i t e  and s u p e r -  

v i c i a l  rem ark -  th e  s o r t  o f  th in g  w hich most f a th e r s  say  a t  some tim e  

o r  o th e r  -  b u t Newman was an ex trem ely  s e n s i t i v e  c h i ld  and took  i t  to  

h e a r t .  F u rth e rm o re , as he grew up h is  f a t h e r  co n tin u e d  to  encourage 

him in  h is  s tu d ie s .  He had been  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  ed u ca ted  h im se lf  and 

was r e l a t i v e l y  u n c u l tu re d ,  b u t even  so he ta u g h t Newman h is  m u l t ip l i c a 

t i o n  t a b le s ,  p e rsu ad ed  him to  l e a r n  p o e try ,^ ^ ^ a n d  bough t him copy books. 

He to o k  him to  a r t  g a l l e r i e s  to  s e e  th e  most popular* p a in t in g s  o f  th e

(5  )day , to  churches to  l i s t e n  to  o rgan  and c h o ra l m u sic , and prom pted 

him to  compose o p eras  and p la y s ,  s t o r i e s  and poems, songs and monologues 

f o r  perfo rm ance on f e s t i v e  o cca s io n s  w ith in  th e  f a m ily  c i r c l e ,

By com parison  w ith  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  w hich J ,  S , M ill  in d u lg ed  in  

as a c h i ld  th e s e  were s u p e r f i c i a l ,  and th e r e f o r e  on th e  s u r fa c e  i t

3 . Mr, Newman -  J ,H ,M ,, F e b ru a ry , 1 8O6,
4 . Newman r e c a l l e d  r e c i t i n g  'The c a t  and th e  cream  bow l' on h i s

f o u r th  b ir th d a y  and C ow per's 'F a i t h f u l  f r i e n d ' on h i s  s ix th .
5 . He w en t to  see  p a in t in g s  l i k e  th o se  d e p ic t in g  th e  b a t t l e s  o f  

T r a f a lg a r  and W aterloo .
6. In  1 81 2 he w ro te  a s a t i r e  on th e  P r in c e  Regent and in  1820

a m asque; 'The masque o f  A m yntor,"
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m ight seem t h a t  Newman had r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  to  show f o r  h i s  f a t h e r 's  

p a tro n a g e ;  a c o p y -p la te  hand , a sound u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f grammar and a 

l i k i n g  f o r  c h i ld i s h  p o e try  a re  a p p a re n tly  t r i v i a l  accom plishm ents by 

com parison  w ith  th e  know ledge o f l a t i n ,  G reek, m athem atics and 

lo g i c  w hich J ,  S , M ill  p o sse ssed  a t  a s im i la r  ag e , However, in  

th e  lo n g  ru n  some o f  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  p roved  to  be am ongst th e  most 

fo rm a tiv e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  Newman's l i f e .

The o r ig i n a l  ch u rch , f o r  exam ple, w hich h i s  f a t h e r  to o k  him to  

happened to  be a C a th o lic  ch u rch , th e  f i r s t  he e v e r  e n te re d ,  and i t  

was t h i s  e v e n t  to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r  ch ild h o o d  happenings w hich he 

d e sc r ib e d  in  h i s  A pologia as an in v o lu n ta ry  y e t  d e c is iv e  landm ark in  

th e  s to r y  o f h i s  s p i r i t u a l  developm ent.

A t th e  ag e  o f  tw en ty -o n e  he came f a c e  to  f a c e  a t  O r ie l  w ith  

th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  th e o ry  t h a t  know ledge was an end in  i t s e l f  and 

em braced i t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  b u t had re a d in g  and w r i t i n g ,  s in g in g  and 

d raw ing , r e c i t i n g  and a c t in g  n o t b een  an in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f th e  e x c i t in g  

and p le a s u r a b le  p ro c e s s  o f g row ing  up , would he have re c o g n ise d  th e  

r e le v a n c e  o f t h i s  d o c tr in e  as n a t u r a l l y  a s  he d id ?

M oreover, as r e c t o r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e la n d  and as head

m a s te r  o f  th e  O ra to ry  S choo l he c re a te d  an atm osphere w hich f o r  i t s  

tim e was u n u s u a lly  re la x e d  and e g a l i t a r i a n ,  "The young" he s a id

"can n o t be d r iv e n " .  They a r e  "open to  k in d n e ss  and p e r s o n a l  

( 8 )a tta c h m e n t" , b u t had h e  n o t b een  b ro u g h t up in  a humane and k in d ly

7 . As soon as he cou ld  lead and w r i te  J ,  S , M ill  was fo rc e d  to  
l e a m  a d u l t  academ ic s u b je c t s ,

8 , 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ',  p ,1 1 5 .
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env ironm en t -  he was n e v e r  coerced  by h i s  f a t h e r  as J .  S , M ill was -  

would he have n o t adop ted  a r a t h e r  more a u t h o r i t a r i a n  approach?

I t  i s  w e ll known t h a t  Newman w as s e n t  to  E a lin g  S ch o o l, b u t 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  E a lin g  was one o f  th e  f i n e s t  sch o o ls  in  th e  la n d  has 

been f o r g o t t e n .  Indeed , th e  d e c is io n  to  send him th e r e  had l a s t i n g  

r e p e rc u s s io n s ,  f i r s t l y ,  b e c a u se  i t  s e t  him  o f f  a long  th e  p a th  w hich 

le d  in  tim e to  th e  O r ie l  common room and s c h o la s t i c  fam e, and se c o n d ly , 

because  he  w as so im pressed  by i t s  o r g a n is a t io n  and m ethods t h a t  when 

he e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  O ra to ry  Schoo l in  1859 he m odelled  i t  to  some 

e x te n t  on th e  E a lin g  p a t t e r n .

Of th o se  p eo p le  who im pressed  Newman w h i l s t  he was a t  E a l in g ,

D r. N ic h o la s , th e  h ead m aste r, im pressed  him m ost. He was a man o f 

c o n s id e ra b le  s c h o la s t i c  a b i l i t y ,  a sem in al and c u l tu r e d  h e a d m a s te r , 

one who was l i b e r a l  and u n d e rs ta n d in g , and he b e f r ie n d e d  Newman from  

th e  v e ry  f i r s t .  He accorded  him a s e r i e s  o f p r iv i l e g e s  which few  o f  

h i s  companions en jo y ed , b u t had Newman’s f a th e r  n o t  s e t  ou t to  c o u r t  

th e  d o c to r ’s f r ie n d s h ip ,  th e  in t im a te  r a p p o r t  w hich e x is te d  betw een 

th e  h ead m aste r and h i s  son m i ^ t  n e v e r  have o ccu rred  and co n seq u en tly  

th e  fo rm er would n o t have in f lu e n c e d  Newman’s e v e n tu a l a d u l t  a t t i t u d e s  

to  th e  same e x te n t  t h a t  he d id .

Mr. Newman was e q u a lly  s o l i c i t o u s  when John w ent to  O xford, 

A g a in s t a d v ic e  to  th e  c o n tra ry  from h i s  s o n ’ s t u t o r s ,  he i n s i s t e d  

t h a t  Newman sh o u ld  be e n te re d  f o r  th e  T r i n i t y  s c h o la r s h ip  in  1817. 

Newman won t h i s  s c h o la r s h ip  -  i t  was w orth  £60  and was v a l id  f o r  n in e  

y e a rs  -  and he  was th e r e f o r e  e n t i t l e d  to  s t a y  on a t  Oxford a f t e r  h is
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g ra d u a t io n , b u t had h is  f a t h e r  n o t been  so adam ant he would n e v e r  

have ta k e n  th e  exam ination  and would th e r e f o r e  have had to  le a v e  

in  1 8 2 0 .(9 )

By com parison w ith  th e  r o le  w hich h i s  f a t h e r  p la y e d  in  h is

e d u c a tio n , h i s  mother* s in f lu e n c e  was more s p e c i f i c .  I t  was she f o r

exam ple, who o r i g i n a l l y  f i r e d  h i s  l i f e - l o n g  i n t e r e s t  in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

in  re a d in g  and w r i t in g .  She gave him  h i s  f i r s t  book, one o f many 

w hich she su b se q u e n tly  b o u ^ t  f o r  h im , when he was s ix .  I t  was c a l le d  

’An ea sy  in t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s ' ^ )an d  w as a p r im it iv e  

k in d  o f  e n c y c lo p a e d ia , a cram book w hich d e a l t  w ith  dozens o f s u b je c ts  

in  a c a t e c h e t i c a l  form . I t  was f u l l  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  u s e le s s  in fo rm a tio n  

and y e t  Newman re a d  i t  tim e and tim e a g a in  and k e p t i t  a l l  h i s  l i f e .  

When he was e ig h t  she bought him 'T he l a y  o f  th e  l a s t  m in s t r e l '  by 

W a lte r  S c o t t  and t h i s  made an even  g r e a t e r  im pact. S h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  

Nevman re a d  'W av erly ' and 'G-uy M annering* and th e  o th e r  S c o tt  n o v e ls . 

In d e e d , o v e r se v e n ty  y e a rs  l a t e r  he was s t i l l  re a d in g  S c o tt  and urged  

th e  O ra to ry  Schoo l s ix th  form to  do th e  same.

H is m other a ls o  o r ig in a te d  h i s  h a b i t  o f j o t t i n g  down epigram s, 

an ec d o tes  and q u o ta tio n s  and p re se n te d  him  w ith  h i s  f i r s t  d ia ry ,

p r e s s in g  him on th e  f l y - l e a f  to  keep i t  up to  d a t e  -  t h i s  he d id  to

such e f f e c t  t h a t  he now s ta n d s  as one o f  th e  most p ro m in en t d i a r i s t s  

o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry .

9 . He w ould a lm o st c e r t a i n l y  have become a law y er. H is f a t h e r
had e n te re d  him a t  L in c o ln 's  In n ,

10 . I t  was w r i t t e n  by H. T u rn e r o f  M agdelin  C o lle g e . I t  was 340
pages lo n g  and w as r e a l l y  to o  te c h n ic a l  f o r  a  boy o f  s ix .
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As Newman grew up she a ls o  echoed h is  academ ic en thusiasm s and 

d isc u sse d  a l l  manner o f l i t e r a r y  to p ic s  w ith  h im , to p ic s  w hich ranged  

from  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  Blanco W hite, C h arles  L loyd and Thomas A rn o ld , 

to  th e  p o e try  o f C rabhe, th e  h i s t o r y  o f Gibbon and th e  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i 

cism  o f P a in e , She was so keen  to  keep pace w ith  h is  s c h o la r s h ip  

th a t  she began to  l e a r n  Greek a t  th e  age o f  f i f t y - s i x  and even t r i e d  

Hebrew in  o rd e r  to  d is c u s s  b i b l i c a l  t e x t s  w ith  him in  a more e x p e r t  

f a s h io n . Her comments w ere o f r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  academ ic v a lu e  b ecau se  

Newman was i n f i n i t e l y  more know ledgeable th a n  sh e , b u t h e r  com passionate  

su p p o r t was p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  h e l p f u l ,  and i t  was t h i s  which l e f t  i t s  mark.

C o n sid er Newman's d e f in i t i o n  o f a gentlem an. He c la im ed  t h a t  a

gen tlem an  is  one who

"n ev er speaks o f  h im se lf  ex c e p t when com pelled ,
(one who; has no e a r s  f o r  s la n d e r  o r  g o s s ip ,  is  
sc ru p u lo u s  in  im puting  m otives to  th o se  who 
in t e r f e r e  w ith  him and i n t e r p r e t s  e v e ry th in g  
f o r  th e  b e s t .  He i s  n e v e r  mean o r  l i t t l e  in  
h i s  d is p u te s ,  n e v e r  ta k e s  u n f a i r  advan tage  . . .  
o r  in s in u a te s  e v i l  which he d a re  n o t say  o u t # . .
He is  p a t i e n t ,  fo rb e a r in g  and r e s ig n e d ."  ( l l )

I t  was h is  m other who o r ig i n a l l y  made him aw are o f  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s .

She was a woman o f h ig h  m oral s ta n d a rd s  and th e re  e x i s t e d  a l a s t i n g

and m utual bond o f  a f f e c t io n  and t r u s t  betw een them . In  h e r  l e t t e r s

she r e g u la r ly  admonished John to  behave  w e l l ,  to  be d ig n i f ie d  and

t o l e r a n t ,  unassum ing and m odest, p a t i e n t  and p e rs e v e r in g  and t h i s  he

d id . On one o c c a s io n , f o r  exam ple, she  u rged  him "alw ays ( to )  conduct

11 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p p . l 8l - 2 .
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(h im se lf )  as a g e n t l e m a n " , o n  a n o th e r  to  "keep up ( h i s )  s p i r i t s " ,  

and on a t h i r d  to  "remember ( h i s )  s tu d ie s  (w ere) h u t a b e g in n in g " .

She su p p o rted  h i s  p la n  to  re fo rm  O r i e l 's  t u t o r i a l  system  in  1828: in  

a tte m p tin g  to  im prove h is  s tu d e n t s ' academ ic and m oral s ta n d a rd s  

Newman met w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  o p p o s it io n , and h i s  m other u rged  him  n o t 

to  g iv e  way b u t to  a d o p t "v ig o ro u s  m easures" and e f f e c t  "a  r a d i c a l

( 1 5 )re fo rm " . I t  would b e  r a s h  to  su g g e s t t h a t  when he d e f in e d  h i s

id e a l  in  th e  D isc o u rse s  Newman had h i s  m o th e r 's  a d v ic e  c o n sc io u s ly  in  

mind and e q u a l ly  m is le a d in g  to  c la im  th a t  when h e  took  a r ig h te o u s  l i n e  

a t  O r ie l ,  he d id  so  a t  h is  m o th e r 's  b e h e s t,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  

q u a l i t i e s  w hich she expected  o f  him were in  l i n e  w ith  th o se  w hich he 

expec ted  o f h i s  gentlem an and had she l iv e d  to  re a d  h is  D isc o u rse s  

she  would d o u b tle s s  have approved o f what he had w r i t t e n .

In  th e  D isc o u rse s  Newman c la im ed  t h a t  h i s  "v iew s" and p r in c ip le s  

had n e v e r v a r ie d .  They had "grown" he s a i d  " in to  ( h i s )  w hole sy stem  

o f though t"  and w ere h i s  " p ro fe s s io n  a t  (a n )  e a r ly  p e r io d  o f . . .  l i f e " .^ ^ ^ )  

What d id  he mean? He meant t h a t  he had a c q u ire d  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l  view s 

and p r in c ip le s  im p ercep tab ly  and in v o lu n ta r i ly .  He had sh a red  h i s  

p a r e n t s ' i n t e r e s t s  a lo n g  w ith  th o s e  o f o th e rs  -  h i s  s c h o o lte a c h e r s .

12 . Mrs. Newman -  J .H .N ., November 22, 1 81 7.
13 . M rs. Newman -  J .H .N ., November 1 7 , 1817.
14 . M rs. Newman -  J .H .N ,, December 7 , I 8I 8 .
15 . Mrs. Newman -  J .H .N ., u n d a ted , 1828 -  She was o b v io u s ly  a v e ry

p e rc e p tiv e  woman because  she  a lo n e  exp ec ted  him to  do b a d ly  in  
h i s  f i n a l s .  She w ro te  to  him and to ld  him to  ex p ec t "a 
d isap p o in tm e n t"  and p re s s e d  him " to  w a it  p a t i e n t l y  th e  a p p o in ted  
tim e" b e fo re  he reaped  " th e  rew ards o f h i s  la b o u rs " .

16 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 4 .
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f o r  in s ta n c e  -  and c o n seq u en tly  had made t h e i r  en th u siasm s s u b je c t iv e ly  

h i s  own.

So f a r  as h i s  a t t i t u d e  to  m usic was concerned  t h i s  was u n d o u b ted ly  

th e  ca se . Newman e v e n tu a l ly  argued th a t  m usic was as v a lu a b le  a

s c ie n c e  as m athem atics. I t  was " th e  e x p re s s io n  o f id e as  g r e a t e r  and

( 1 7 )more p ro found  th a n  in  any v i s i b l e  w o r ld " ' and d ese rv ed  t o  be

encouraged n o t j u s t  in  u n i v e r s i t i e s  b u t in  s c h o o ls :

"To my mind m usic i s  an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f 
e d u c a tio n , w here boys have a tu rn  f o r  i t .
I t  i s  a g r e a t  re s o u rc e  when th e y  a re  throw n 
on th e  w o rld , i t  i s  a s o c ia l  amusement 
p e r f e c t ly  in n o c e n t, and w hat i s  so g r e a t  a 
p o in t  employs t h e i r  th o u g h ts  . . .  I t  is  o f te n
a g r e a t  p o in t  f o r  a boy to  e sc a p e  from  him
s e l f ,  and m usic e n ab le s  him . He canno t be 
p la y in g  d i f f i c u l t  p a ssag es  on th e  v io l in  and 
th in k in g  o f  a n y th in g  e l s e . "  (18)

T h is  n o tio n  cou ld  n o t have o r ig in a te d  a t  O r ie l  becau se  th e  p r o v o s t .

D r. Hawkins, d e sp is e d  m usic and d e c la re d  i t  to  be th e  " s ig n  o f  an

C1 9 )e f fe m in a te  and f r iv o lo u s  m in d " ,'’ and i t  m ust th e r e f o r e  have 

o r ig in a te d  e a r l i e r .  In  1874 when he came to  w r i t e  h i s  memoirs Newman 

remembered l i t t l e  ab o u t th e  tim es  h i s  p a re n ts  had ta k e n  him to  D rury  

Lane and th e  c o n c e r t  h a l l s  o f  London. H is r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  

m u s ic a l ev en in g s  th e y  a rra n g e d , th e  Cremona which h is  f a t h e r  bought 

him when he was n in e ,  and th e  m usic te a c h e r  he l ik e d  to  te ase ^ ^ ^ ^ h ad

17 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 63 .
18 . J .H .N , Memorandum, Septem ber, I 865 ,
19 . Quoted by E. B e lla s  i s  in  ' J .  H. Newman as a m u s ic ia n ' -  in

"The M onth", Septem ber, 1891.
20. Newman always r e f e r r e d  to  B eethoven as ' t h e  dutchm an' because

o f h is  p r e f ix  'V o n ', H is ieach er o b je c te d  to  t h i s  b u t  he k ep t
th e  p re te n c e  up.
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a ls o  p ro b ab ly  fa d e d , and y e t  he s t i l l  p la y ed  th e  v i o l i n ,  th e  on ly

in s tru m en t he e v e r  le a rn e d ,  and he s t i l l  re g a rd e d  B eethoven, M ozart

and Haydn as h i s  f a v o u r i te  com posers, an o rd e r  o f  p re fe re n c e  he sh ared  

(21 )w ith  h is  m other. C asual and in fo rm al though h i s  p a r e n t s '

in f lu e n c e  had been i t  was n e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  b a s is  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  

m usic as an e d u c a tio n a l  medium. As in  th e  Newman househo ld  where 

B ee th o v en 's  c o n c e r to s  were as  im p o rtan t as P y th a g o ra s ' th eo rem s, so 

in  th e  O ra to ry  Schoo l and f o r  th e  same re a so n s .

Newman's te a c h in g  c a re e r  a ls o  o r ig in a te d  w ith in  th e  fam ily  c i r c l e .  

There was l i t t l e  p ro v is io n  f o r  th e  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  o f  g i r l s  in  th e  

e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  and h i s  s i s t e r s ,  H a r r i e t t ,  Jemima and Mary, 

had to  be ed u ca ted  w ith in  th e  home. Mr. and Mrs. Newman ta u g h t them 

r e a d in g ,w r i t in g ,  and adding and s u b t r a c t in g ,  j u s t  as th e y  ta u g h t  t h e i r  

so n s , and a ls o  invo lved  them in  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t th e y  

w ere unab le  to  in s t r u c t  them in  s u b je c ts  l i k e  l a t i n  and G reek , a lg e b ra  

and I t a l i a n ,  and r e l i e d  on John to  make good th e s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s .

Newman was a t  Oxford when h is  s i s t e r s  w ere m ost in  need o f 

in s t r u c t io n ,  and w as co n seq u en tly  com pelled  to  t u t o r  them th ro u g h  th e

( 22 )p o s t .  As one who condemned im p ersonal t u t o r i a l  m ethods he w ould

21. H is m other o f te n  r e f e r r e d  in  h e r  l e t t e r s  to  c o n c e r ts  which she 
had a t te n d e d . In  A p r i l ,  I 8I 6 , f o r  ex am p le , she d e s c r ib e d  a 
v i s i t  to  D rury  Lane. -  "We were f a s c in a te d  w ith  th e  dutchman . . .  
S p a g n o le t t i  le d  v e ry  f in e l y  b u t  I  th in k  n o t as f i n e l y  as 
W e isc h e ll , th e  s e le c t io n  was (from ) Haydn, Cam bini, M ozart (and) 
th e  dutchman. Mdme Podor s a n g ."  -  S p a g n o le t t i  and W eisc h e ll 
w ere famous v i o l i n i s t s  and Mdme P odor a P rench  p rim a-donna .

22. When he was H ecto r o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f I r e la n d  he i n s i s t e d  th a t
h is  tu to r s  l i v e  w ith  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  and sh a re  t h e i r  ex p e rien ces  
in  to to .



25.

d o u b tle s s  have a d m itted  t h a t  a co rrespondence  co u rse  w as n o t  e s p e c ia l ly  

e f f i c a c io u s ,  and y e t  when te a c h in g  became a f u l l - t im e  o c c u p a tio n , he 

echoed some o f  th e  most s a l i e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e se  im p e rfe c t 

le s s o n s .

When he w as ru n n in g  th e  O ra to ry  S chool f o r  exam ple , he a rra n g e d  

th e  cu rr ic u lu m  so t h a t  c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics w ere th e  b a s ic  

academ ic d i s c i p l in e s  and th e re b y  im ita te d  th e  o rd e r  o f p r i o r i t i e s  

w hich he had p lan n ed  f o r  h i s  s i s t e r s  -  he gave them more in s t r u c t io n  

in  l a t i n  and G reek, a lg e b ra  and geom etry  th a n  in  a l l  th e  o th e r  s u b je c t s

( 2 3 )p u t t o g e t h e r . '

B es id e s  c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics th e  g i r l s '  s tu d ie s  ranged from 

F ren ch , German and I t a l i a n  to  geology and ch e m is try , from  th e  p o e try  

o f S h ak esp eare  and th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  r e ig n  o f C h arle s  I  to  th e  

l e c tu r e s  o f  S i r  Jo shua  R eynolds and th e  th e o lo g y  o f T rem aine. T h is

23 . Of th e  many le s s o n s  in  c l a s s i c s  w hich he s e t  down t h i s  one i s  
t y p i c a l :  " I  have s e n t  you a l i s t  o f th e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f th e  
te rm in a t io n s  o f as many Greek (w ords) as I  co u ld  c o l l e c t  w ith o u t 
much t r o u b le .  I  have n o t c o l le c te d  l a t i n  as b e in g  to o  s im p le
to  need i t .  The pens u lt im a s  n ic ,  n i ,  d i t  a r e  p u re ,  dim , d o r ,  
tem , med, cad a re  lo n g  as  hellam us e t c .  The p e n su ltim a s  lo c h , 
ch o r, mach, s t r a t ,  e t c .  a r e  s h o r t  as ( i n )  a n t i r c u lu s .  T hese 
r u le s  do n o t by any means h o ld  good in  l a t i n  names f o r  n ic  is  
s h o r t  as ( in )  germ anicus and n  s h o r t  as ( in )  p a r t i r c u lu s  e t c .
A vowel i s  c a l le d  pu re  when fo llow ed  by a vow el . . .  ** Newman 
a c t u a l l y  had second th o u g h ts  abou t t h i s  le s s o n ; " . . .  on 
re a d in g  t h i s  I  s e e  I  m ight have c la s s e d  them b e t t e r  . . .  ** and 
he p roceeded  to  r e v i s e  i t  co m p le te ly .

24 . Newman r e g u la r ly  asked  f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  in to  E n g l is h .  On one 
o c c a s io n  th e  g i r l s  t r a n s l a t e d  T a s s o 's  poems. He a t te n d e d  
P ro fe s s o r  B u c k la n d 's  l e c tu r e s  on geo logy  and s e n t  th e  g i r l s  
d e t a i l s  o f  what he le a rn e d .  He p e rsu ad ed  H a r r i e t t  to  c a r ry  
ou t ch em ica l e x p e r im e n ts , l i k e  s team ing  w a te r  away from n i t r o  
s u lp h a te .  He s e t  them to  wade th ro u g h  th e  d e b a te s  betw een 
C h a rle s  I  and P a r l ia m e n t .
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was a p a t t e r n  o f s tu d ie s  more u n iv e r s a l  in  c o n ce p t even th a n  th a t  

w hich he had ex p erien ced  a t  E a l in g ,  w h i l s t  in  s p i r i t  i t  was a k in  to  

th e  c u r r ic u la  he d esig n ed  f o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and sch o o ls  some t h i r t y  

y e a rs  l a t e r :  j u s t  as he encouraged  H a r r i e t t ,  Jemima and Mary to  rove  

a c ro s s  th e  b road  h o riz o n s  o f know ledge, so  he  p re s s e d  h i s  s tu d e n ts  in  

D ub lin  to  c o n c e n tra te  on a g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n  r a t h e r  th a n  a s p e c ia l i s e d  

one and on a e s th e t i c  s u b je c ts  as w e ll  as  u t i l i t a r i a n  ones.

The c o n te n t o f  Newman's le s s o n s  was in v a r ia b ly  s e le c te d  i n t r o -  

s p e c t iv e ly .  On th e  one hand he asked  th e  g i r l s  to  fo llo w  in  h i s  own 

wake by c o n c e n tra t in g  f o r  exam ple on E u c l id  j u s t  a s  he had , and on th e  

o th e r  he ex p ec ted  them to  m ir ro r  h i s  academ ic i n t e r e s t s  -  a t  t h a t  tim e

(25 )he was keen on th e o lo g y  and church  h i s t o r y '  'a n d  co n seq u en tly  s e t  

them a v a r i e ty  o f  to p ic s  on eac h  o f  th e s e  s u b je c t s .  He ta u g h t in

t h i s  way n o t b e c a u se  he was an e g o t i s t ,  b u t b ecau se  he b e lie v e d  t h a t  

u n le s s  a te a c h e r  in v o lv ed  h is  s tu d e n ts  in  h i s  own s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t s  he 

would n e v e r cause them to  en th u se  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  t h e i r  s u b je c t s .

T h is  was an u n u su a l a t t i t u d e .  B enjam in Jo w e tt f o r  exam ple, was 

an o b je c t iv e  te a c h e r ,  one who was e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e f u l  n o t  to  im press h is

25. He was w r i t in g  f o r  th e  'T h e o lo g ic a l Review* and th e  'E n cy c lo p aed ia  
M e tro p o l i ta n ia ' a t  t h a t  tim e on th e  h i s t o r y  and th e o lo g y  o f  th e  
e a r ly  church .

26. H a r r i e t t  and Jemima re a d  W arb u rto n 's  'D iv in e  L egation*  and
M ilm an's 'H is to r y  o f th e  J e w s '.  H a r r i e t t  d is c u s s e d  Jan sen ism  
w ith  h e r  b r o th e r  and a ls o  d ig e s te d  R a c in e 's  'H i s t o i r e  du P o r t  
R o y a l ',  Of th e  le s s o n s  w hich Newman s e t  th e  fo llo w in g  i s  an 
example : "Compare S t .  P a u l 's  speech es  in  th e  A cts w ith  any o f
h is  E p i s t l e s  w ith  a view  o f  f in d in g  i f  th e y  have any common 
f e a tu r e s .  Make a summaiy o f  th e  d o c t r in e  conveyed in  C h r i s t 's  
te a c h in g  and th e n  s e t  down o v er a g a in s t  them w hat S t .  P au l added 
to  them , w hat S t .  P e t e r ,  what S t .  Jam es, w hat S t .  John  and w h eth er 
S t .  P au l d i f f e r s  from  (them ) in  any p o in ts  . . .  " -  J .H .N , -  
H a r r i e t t  N ., May 1 , 1 826 .
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own p e rs o n a l  p re ju d ic e s  upon h is  s tu d e n ts ,  w hereas Newman n e v e r  was.

He b e l ie v e d  t h a t  as a t e a c h e r  he had to  b e  as t o t a l l y  com m itted as 

h is  s tu d e n ts  -  " i t  i s  th e  c o n c re te  b e in g  th a t  re a so n s"  -  and conse

q u en tly  as a t u t o r ,  a r e c t o r  and a h ead m as te r he ta u g h t in  e x a c tly  

th e  same o v e r t ly  s u b je c t iv e  fa s h io n  in  w hich he had ta u g h t h i s  s i s t e r s .  

T eachers who r e f u s e  to  d is g u is e  t h e i r  o p in io n s  and t a s t e s  can 

o f te n  be s t im u la t in g  b u t th e y  a re  a ls o  som etim es p ro v o c a tiv e  and 

Newman was no e x c e p tio n . He was w ild ly  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  

abou t A eschy lus: "an  a u th o r  o f  g ig a n t ic  c o n c e p tio n s"  y e t  c r i t i c a l  o f 

th e  " d ry , s t i f f ,  fo rm a l, a f f e c t e d ,  co ld  (and ) p r o l i x  . . .  " S o p h o c le s . 

H a r r i e t t  and Jemima accep ted  th e s e  view s f o r  some tim e , b u t e v e n tu a lly  

th e y  began to  q u e s tio n  them and so d id  t h e i r  b r o th e r s ,  C h a rle s  and 

F ra n c is .

Jemima was a sh a rp  g i r l  and she rem inded Newman t h a t  on o th e r  

o cca s io n s  he had p r a is e d  Sophocles w hereas now he was a t ta c k in g  him. 

Where d id  he a c t u a l l y  s tan d ?^ ^ ^^  F ra n c is  on th e  o th e r  hand was open ly  

b e l l i g e r e n t  and was e s p e c ia l ly  c r i t i c a l  o f h is  b r o t h e r 's  th e o lo g ic a l

( 29)o p in io n s . '  W ith th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  tim e Newman u ndoub ted ly  p re s e n te d

27. J .H .N . -  Jemima N ., August , 1820.
28. Newman was fo rc e d  to  s h i f t  h is  p o s i t i o n .  "Sophocles may be

s t i f f ,  y e t  m a je s t ic ;  d ryness does n o t p re c lu d e  s t r e n g th ;  n o r  
fo rm a l i ty  g ra n d e u r ; a f f e c t io n  ad m its  o f  b e a u ty , and c o ld n ess  i s  
g e n e ra l ly  sh a rp  and b i t i n g . "

29. He argued w ith  him f o r  exam ple abou t Trem aine and took th e  k ind
o f  r a t i o n a l  l i n e  w hich Newman d e s p is e d :  "Trem aine has th e  r i g h t , "
he s a i d ,  " to  ask a b s t r a c t  p ro o f  . . .  I t  seems to  me you may prove 
d e m o n s tra tiv e ly  t h a t  s p i r i t  i s  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  from m a t te r ,  by 
th e  h ig h e s t  p r o b a b i l i t y  th e re  i s  a Supreme C re a to r  and p a r t i c u l a r  
P ro v id en ce , and th a t  f u tu r e  l i f e  i s  n o t im probab le , b u t no
more . . .  "
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h is  o p in io n s  w ith  g r e a t e r  s u b t le ty  -  when he ta u g h t  s c r ip t u r e  to  th e  

O ra to ry  School s ix th  form  in  th e  I 8 7 0 ’s he ex p ressed  h i s  v ie w s  in  

r e l a t i v e l y  guarded term s -  b u t in  e sse n c e  h i s  le s s o n s  w ere no l e s s  

in t r o s p e c t iv e  in  c o n te n t and e q u a lly  as l i k e l y  to  i n c i t e  argum ent as 

th e y  had been a g e n e ra t io n  e a r l i e r .

In  o th e r  ways Newman’ s s u b je c t iv e  approach  was o f more d o u b tfu l 

b e n e f i t .  B om  w ith  a  sp le n d id  f a c i l i t y  f o r  m em orising th in g s  he 

tended  from  f i r s t  to  l a s t  to  assum e th a t  h i s  p u p i ls  w ere e q u a l ly  as 

w e ll endowed and th ro u g h o u t h i s  te a c h in g  c a r e e r  he em phasised th e  

im portance o f r o te  le a rn in g .  He s e t  c l a s s i c a l  and b i b l i c a l  t e x t s  f o r  

H a r r i e t t  and Jemima and p a ssa g e s  from S h ak esp eare  f o r  Mary, w h i l s t  as 

l a t e  as 1880 he l ik e d  n o th in g  b e t t e r  th a n  to  p i t  h is  memory a g a in s t  

O ra to ry  schoo lboys by h av in g  them r e c i t e  h u nd reds o f  l i n e s  from  

c l a s s i c a l  a u th o rs  l i k e  V i r g i l  and H orace. Newman enjoyed  th e s e  con

t e s t s  immensely b u t i t  i s  by no means c e r t a in  t h a t  h is  opponents d id .

He covered a v a s t  amount o f  g round  w ith  h i s  s i s t e r s  in  a v a r i e ty

o f w ays. He s e t  them  a s t r i n g  o f g ram m atica l q u e s t io n s ,  asked them to

,(31 )

(3 2 )

com plete  a l i s t  o f  q u o ta t io n s ,  encouraged  them to  w r i t e  p o e try ^ ^ ^^

and in v i te d  them to  comment upon h i s  e a r ly  m a n u sc rip ts  and th e s e s .  

I n e v i t a b ly ,  H a r r i e t t  and Jemima became in te r e s te d  in  te a c h in g  th em se lv es

30. The l i s t s  a re  lo n g  and c o n ta in e d  q u o ta tio n s  such  a s  th e  fo llo w in g ;
"Wake Duncan w ith  t h i s  knocking w ould th o u  . . .  0 w e ll  i s  th e e  and
happy s h a l t  th o u  be . . .  The Duke b rav e  as he was shuddered  . . .  "

31. He ask ed  them to  w r i t e  on s u b je c t s  l i k e  " th e  l a t e  in u n d a tio n s"
by w hich he p resum ably  m eant f lo o d s .

32. These w ere th e o lo g ic a l  th e s e s  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e
e a r ly  chu rch .
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and opened a p r iv a te  schoo l o f  t h e i r  own f o r  " n e a r ly  one hundred w ild  

c h i l d r e n " . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e y  m a rried  in to  th e  M ozley fa m ily , a 

fam ily  w hich was j u s t  as aca d em ica lly  in c l in e d  as t h e i r s  and a lth o u g h  

th e y  s lo w ly  d r i f t e d  away from  t h e i r  b r o th e r  -  th e y  th o u g h t h is  o p in io n s  

on s c r i p t u r e  too  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  -  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  th e y  ga in ed  

from h is  in s t r u c t io n s  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  f o r  e v e r  a f t e r  know ledge f o r  

each o f them w as "a s t a t e  (an d ) c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  m in d " .(^ ^ )

Newman h e lp ed  F ra n c is  to  p re p a re  f o r  Oxford and ta u g h t him in  a 

r a t h e r  more te c h n ic a l  way th a n  he ta u g h t th e  g i r l s .   ̂ '  He a ls o

tu to r e d  C h arles  as w e ll ,^ ^ ^ )  n o t  t h a t  C h arle s  was as d i l i g e n t  in  h i s  

s tu d ie s  as h i s  b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  b u t  b o th  F ra n c is  and C h a rle s  tended  

to  r e s e n t  Newman’s in t r u s io n  and th e r e f o r e  h i s  im pact was l e s s  e f f ic a c io u s .

33* M rs. Newman c o n s id e r e d  i t  a  " f o r m id a b le  t a s k  t o  t r a i n  . . .  ( th e m )  
i n t o  o r d e r  an d  o b e d ie n c e "  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  s c h o o l  f a i l e d  b u t  
f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e a s o n s .

34. 'D is c o u rs e s ’ , p . 93.
35. W h i l s t  F r a n c i s  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  room s a t  W o r c e s te r  C o l le g e  i n  1823 

h e  s e t  h im  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e s s o n s .  T h is  on e  w a s  t y p i c a l  : ( i t  i s  
a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  to  h i s  m o th e r ) .
"L ivy 1 s t  decade. L e t him have a s h e e t  o f  p a p e r by h i s  s id e  as 
he re a d s  and whenever a Law is  s t a t e d  . . .  w r i te  i t  c a r e f u l ly  down 
in  Roman p r in t i n g  l e t t e r s  w ith  th e  d a te  annexed -  th e  l e s s e r  
e v en ts  may be p u t in  s m a lle r  l e t t e r s  on each  s id e  o f  th e s e  law s, 
e .g .  N .C.268 a c .2 ^ 4  A g ra r ia le x  C a fs ia  . . .  When I  say  law  I  mean 
i t  in  th e  la r g e  sen se  o f th e  w ord. Thus when p eo p le  g e t  th e  
l i b e r t y  o f  c r e a t in g  in  th e  c o m itta  t r i b u t a o r  g e t  th e  c o n s u la te  
q u a e s to rsh ip  ex tended  to  them, I  c a l l  a l l  th e s e  law s, and o f  th e s e  
th e  f i r s t  decade o f  L ivy m ain ly  c o n s i s t s .  P u rsu in g  t h i s  p la n ,  he 
may g e t th e  f i r s t  decade  in to  one page . . .  On th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  
. . .  l e t  him p u t down as th e y  o ccu r a l i s t  o f  odd p h ra se s  w hich 
he has n o t met w ith  in  a n o th e r  a u th o r  . . .  " J .H .N . -  M rs. N ., 
F eb ru ary  1 4 , 1 823.

36 . He tu to re d  C h a rle s  in. th e  c l a s s i c s  -  th e y  exchanged  l e t t e r s  in  
l a t i n  -  and a ls o  in  th e o lo g y .
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In ta n g ib le  though h i s  p a r e n t s ' in f lu e n c e  m ight o f te n  have been , 

none th e  l e s s  th e y  he lp ed  to  f a s h io n  th e  i l la t iv e  fo u n d a tio n s  upon which 

many o f h i s  a d u l t  academic en th u siasm s and e d u c a tio n a l  p re c e p ts  were 

based . They n ev e r d e f in e d  w hat th e y  meant by e d u c a tio n  and y e t  th e y  

would d o u b tle s s  have ag reed  w ith  Newman when he d e sc r ib e d  i t  in  th e  

D isco u rses  as "a  h ig h  w o rd " ,(^ ^ )  "a  p e rs o n a l  p o s se s s io n " (^ ^ )a n d  a way 

o f l i f e .

I t  i s  a ls o  t r u e  t h a t  much o f w hat he ta u g h t h i s  b ro th e rs  and 

s i s t e r s  was e le m e n ta ry , b u t n e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  was a s t a r t i n g  p o in t ,  a 

p re lu d e  in  th e o ry  as w e ll  as f a c t  to  h is  l i f e  lo n g  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

p a tro n a g e  and a d m in is t r a t io n  o f e d u c a tio n .

37. 'D i s c o u r s e s ', p . 121.
38 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 89.
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CHAPTER THREE

(1 )THE BÎPACT OF EALING SCHOOL  ̂ ^

What p a r t  d id  E a lin g  S chool p la y  in  o r ig in a t in g  Nev/man' s 

e d u c a tio n a l th o u g h t?  R. H. H u tto n , one o f  h is  f i r s t  b io g ra p h e rs ,  

th o u g h t i t s  r o le  so u n im p o rtan t t h a t  he n e v e r  even m entioned  th a t  John

( 2 )had gone th e re .  W ilf r id  Ward, h i s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  b io g ra p h e r , d i s 

cussed  h is  c a r e e r  th e r e  in  an in a c c u ra te  h a l f  p a g e ,^ ^ )  w h i l s t  M erio l 

T re v o r , one o f h is  most r e c e n t  b io g ra p h e rs ,  a lth o u g h  r e f e r r in g  in  some 

d e t a i l  to  h is  e x p e rie n c e s  a t  th e  s c h o o l, made no a t te m p t  to  d is c u s s  

i t s  im pact upon him.

On th e  o th e r  hand Newman th o u g h t i t  in f lu e n c e d  h i s  th in k in g  

c o n s id e ra b ly . One g e ts  o n e 's  "o p in io n s"  he s a i d ,  " r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  

and l i t e r a r y  . . .  from ( o n e 's )  s c h o o lfe l lo w s , o r  . . .  m a ste rs  . . .

He a ls o  th o u g h t i t  marked a tu rn in g  p o in t  in  h is  l i f e :

"L et a p e rso n  lo o k  back upon h i s  p a s t  l i f e  and
he w i l l  f in d  how c r i t i c a l  w ere th e  moments and
a c ts  w hich a t  th e  tim e  seemed th e  most
in d i f f e r e n t ,  as  f o r  in s ta n c e  th e  schoo l he was
s e n t  to  (an d ) th e  o c c a s io n  o f  h is  f a l l i n g  in
w ith  th o se  p e rso n s  who have most b e n e f i te d  him . . .  " (6 )

F u rth e rm o re , when he e d i te d  h i s  p a p e rs  in  th e  1 8 7 0 's ,  amongst th o s e

w hich he k ep t w ere many o f h i s  sc h o o lb o y  l e t t e r s  and d i a r i e s ,  e s s a y s

1 . I t  was p r in c i p a l l y  a p re p a ra to ry  s c h o o l, most o f  th e  boys 
le a v in g  f o r  p u b lic  s c h o o l a t  th e  age o f  t e n  o r  e le v e n , g e n e ra l ly  
f o r  Tf inch es  t e r  o r  W estm in s te r, to  be p re p a re d  f o r  u n iv e r s i ty ,  
b u t some, in c lu d in g  Newman, rem ained u n t i l  th e y  w ere  f i f t e e n  o r  
s ix te e n  and th e n  p roceeded  to  u n iv e r s i ty .  See Appendix 'A ' f o r  
a b r i e f  h i s to r y  o f th e  sc h o o l.

2. 'C a rd in a l  Newman' by R, H, H u tton .
3 . 'The L ife  o f  John H enry Newman' by W. Ward, V0I . I , p . 29.
4 . 'The p i l l a r  o f  th e  c lo u d ' by M. T re v o r, p p .10-14 .
5 . 'D is c o u r s e s ',  p .106 .
6. Quoted by C, S, D essa in  in  an e s s a y :  'Newman's f i r s t  c o n v e r s io n '.
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and poems, e x e r c is e  books and j o t t e r s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  t e x t  books, 

p r i z e s ,  c la s s  l i s t s ,  s y l la b u s e s  and so on. He on ly  k e p t th o se  p apers  

and p o s se s s io n s  o f b io g ra p h ic a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  and th e r e f o r e  had he 

co n s id e re d  h i s  c a r e e r  a t  sch o o l as b a r re n  as H u tton  and Ward im p lied  

he would have d es tro y ed  th e se  a long  w ith  o th e r  t r i v i a .

Indeed , i t  would be i l l o g i c a l  to  assum e th a t  f o r  e ig h t  y ears^ ^^  

Newman l iv e d  in  a lim b o , unmoved by th e  p eo p le  around him and th e  

a c t i v i t i e s  w hich he and th e y  engaged in .  In  th e  A po log ia  he t e s t i f i e d  

t h a t  th e  ro o ts  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  grow th  w ere lo c a te d  a t  sc h o o l. I t  was 

th e r e  th a t  he f e l l  in  w ith  Mr. M ayers, one o f  h i s  te a c h e r s ,  and u n d e r

w ent h i s  f i r s t  c o n v e rs io n , i t  was th e r e  t h a t  he  s c r ib b le d  l i t u r g i c a l  

m o tives  on th e  co v ers  o f  h is  e x e rc is e  books; p s y c h o lo g ic a l landm arks 

a lo n g  th e  road  w hich le d  him in e x o ra b ly  to  Rome, b u t had C h arle s  

K in g s ley  n o t q u e s tio n e d  h is  s p i r i t u a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  th e s e  f a c e ts  o f h is  

y ou th  m ight n e v e r have been known. Newman had good re a s o n  th e r e f o r e  

to  d e s c r ib e  how E a l in g  in f lu e n c e d  th e  p a t t e r n  o f h i s  s p i r i t u a l  d evelop- 

m ent, b u t because he n ev e r had an o p p o r tu n ity  to  t r a c e  th e  o th e r  ways 

in  w hich i t  in f lu e n c e d  him, i t  does n o t fo llo w  t h a t  i t s  im pact was 

n o n -e x is t a n t .

Between 1808 and 1 81 6 when Newman w as a p u p il  a t  E a l in g ,  th e  

sch o o l overshadowed m ost o f th o se  sch o o ls  w hich have su b se q u e n tly  

become famous. T, W, Bamford has shown how p u b lic  s c h o o ls  were th e n

7. Newman was s e n t to  s ch o o l a t  th e  age o f  s even and l e f t  when he 
was f i f t e e n .



33.

/ Q \
in  d e c l in e .  In  1 81 6 f o r  exam ple, Harrow had on ly  s e v e n ty - f iv e

p u p i l s ,  w h i l s t  th e  o th e r  seven  le a d in g  sch o o ls  m ustered  no more th a n
( q )

fo u r  hundred and t h i r t y  betw een them. In  c o n t r a s t  a t  E a l in g  th e re

w ere two hundred and s ix ty  p u p i l s ,  a l l  r e s id e n t ,  and s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s

th r e e  hundred  and f i f t y .  IVhereas th e  boys a t  W estm in s te r l iv e d  in

(11 )houses w hich "were p e r f e c t  p i g s t i e s " '  'a n d  th e  boys a t  Rugby s tu d ie d

( 1 2 )in  "b a rn s  and sh e d s" , a t  E a lin g  th e r e  w ere sumptuous d in in g  and

(1 3 )d o rm ito ry  f a c i l i t i e s  and p u r p o s e - b u i l t  c la ssro o m s. M oreover,

w h i ls t  th e  boys o f S t .  P a u l 's  and M erchant T ay lo rs  had no r e c r e a t io n a l  

a m e n it ie s ,  E a lin g  had a f iv e s  c o u r t ,  a b a th in g  p o o l, a f o o tb a l l  f i e l d ,

( 1 4 )a c r i c k e t  sq u a re , a l a r g e  p layground  and e x te n s iv e  g a r d e n s . '  '

I t  was n o t j u s t  th e  e x c e l l e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  how ever, w hich gave 

E a l in g  " i t s  g r e a t  name", b u t th e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  te a c h in g  -  i t  was s a id  

t h a t  E a lin g  was "un ique" b ecause  i t s  boys "g o t o n " .^ ^ ^ )  E a l in g 's  

cu rric u lu m  was more c a th o l ic  in  sco p e  th a n  E to n 's  and W in c h e s te r 's .

At E ton  under D r. K ea te , a con tem porary  o f D r. N ic h o la s , and a t

8 . 'The r i s e  o f th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l ' by T. W, Bam ford.
9. I b i d . ,  p . 2.

1 0. George M acfarren , who l e f t  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  Newman, reco rd ed  t h a t  
th e re  were o v er 350. See 'A nnals o f E a l i n g ' ,  p .181.

11. 'The r i s e  o f  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l ' by T, W, Bam ford, p .13.
12 . 'R e c o l le c t io n s  o f  an o ld  R ugbean ',
13 . N ich o las  sp e n t o v e r £400 ,000  on r e b u i ld in g  and eq u ip p in g  th e  

sch o o l -  see  'Newman's Way' by S, O 'P a e la in ,  p . 21. Rugby was 
r e b u i l t  in  1809 b u t even so numbers co n tin u ed  to  d e c l in e .  Under 
D r. W ooll, a con tem porary  o f  Dr. N ic h o la s , th e y  dropped to  30.

14 . Bamford c la im s th a t  Rugby w ith  1 3 a c re s  was th e  b e s t  s i t u a t e d  o f 
a l l  th e  le a d in g  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  y e t  E a lin g  had 12 a c re s .

15 . See 'The Im p e r ia l  I n t e l l e c t '  by A. Dwight C u l l e r ,  p . 2; Henry 
T r is t ra m  in  an u n p u b lish e d  e s s a y , M e rio l T rev o r in  h e r  b io g rap h y  
and C y r i l  B ibby in  h i s  b io g rap h y  o f T, H, H uxley have a l l  
t e s t i f i e d  to  E a l in g 's  g re a tn e s s .
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W in ch este r, l a t i n  and Greek w ere th e  on ly  com pulsory s u b je c t s .  In  

a d d i t io n  th e re  vvas no geography , h i s to r y ,  F re n c h , o r  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  

W in ch es te r, and no m athem atics "beyond th e  r u le  o f  t h r e e " , b u t  a t  

E a l in g , b e s id e s  l a t i n  and G reek, m athem atics was a ls o  com pulsory w ith  

s u b je c ts  l i k e  geography, h i s t o r y ,  F rench  and l i t e r a t u r e  as p o p u la r  

o p tio n s  and d raw ing , drama, r i d i n g ,  fe n c in g  and swimming as r e la x in g  

a s id e s .

I t  was u n u su a l a t  t h a t  tim e f o r  m athem atics to  be com pulsory.

At Harrow i t  was n o t  com pulsory u n t i l  1837 and o n ly  th e n  f o r  th e  

f i f t h  form , w h i ls t  a t  E ton  i t  rem a in ed  o p tio n a l  u n t i l  1 86l , M oreover,

(1 7 )th o se  schoo ls  which o f fe re d  m a th em a tic s , ta u g h t o n ly  E u c l id ,  w hereas 

E a l in g  ta u g h t a lg e b ra ,  tr ig o n o m e try  and a r i th m e t ic  as w e ll .  I t  was 

l ik e w is e  unusual f o r  a sc h o o l to  employ s p e c i a l i s t  t e a c h e r s .  There 

w ere no s p e c i a l i s t s  a t  E ton , Harrow o r  W inchester u n t i l  th e  l a t e  

1 8 3 0 ' s ,  b u t a t  E a l in g  th e r e  was h a rd ly  a te a c h e r  who was n o t a s p e c i a l i s t .  

George H uxley, th e  f a th e r  o f  T. H, H uxley, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  ta u g h t Newman 

m a th em atic s , w h i l s t  a t  one s ta g e  L ou is  P h i l ip p e ,  l a t e r  ' t h e  c i t i z e n  

k in g  o f  F ra n c e ' ,  ta u g h t  geography and G eneral D um ouriez' s s e c r e t a r y ,  

an em igre p r i e s t ,  ta u g h t  F rench .

16 . One o f Newman's f r ie n d s  l e f t  E a lin g  f o r  W in ch este r and to ld  
him what i t  w as l i k e  -  he le a rn e d  l e s s  th e r e  th a n  a t  E a l in g .

17 . See 'S ch o o l M em ories' by \’f, F , B u s h e ll ,  p p .63- 6 .
18 . In  1 81 6 Newman re c o rd e d  t h a t  th e r e  w ere s ix  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  

c l a s s i c s ,  s ix  in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  two in  F rench  and two in  m athem atics 
p lu s  N ich o las  -  Dum ouriez, th e  F rench  r e v o lu t io n a ry  s o ld i e r ,  
l iv e d  in  E a lin g  and L ou is  P h i l ip p e ,  h av in g  se rv ed  u n d er him , 
fo llow ed  him to  E a lin g .
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In  m ost sch o o ls  c la s s e s  w ere la r g e  and te a c h in g  was co n seq u en tly  

im personal. At E ton , f o r  exam ple. Dr. K eate  b o as ted  o f  te a c h in g  

l a t i n  to  a c la s s  o f ov er two hundred , b u t a t  E a lin g  c la s s e s  w ere sm all 

and in t im a te .  A ccord ing  to  Newman's c la s s  l i s t s ,  numbers ranged  

from a minimum o f  n in e  to  a maximum o f  tw en ty -tw o  -  a t  one s ta g e ,  

s ix te e n  bo y s, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  s tu d ie d  ' t h e  R ose ' by Cowper, n in e te e n  

s tu d ie d  'G ustavus V a s a ',  s ix te e n  ' B ru tu s ' ,  sev en teen  'H o ts p u r ' and 

so on.

Many sc h o o ls  w ere a ls o  b a rb a ro u s , v io l e n t  and u n c iv i l i s e d .  

Sometimes th e  boys w ere to  blam e. In  1797, f o r  exam ple, a t  Rugby th e y  

blew  up th e  h e a d m a s te r 's  s tudy  w ith  gunpowder, w h i l s t  a t  W in ch es te r 

in  1818, th ey  flew  th e  re d  f l a g  f o r  two d ays b e fo re  th e  m i l i t i a  d i s 

p e rse d  them w ith  r i f l e  f i r e .  At o th e r  tim e s , how ever, i t  was th e  

s t a f f  who w ere to  blam e. At C h a rte rh o u se , Sou they  r e c a l le d  boys b e in g  

sco rch ed  in  f r o n t  o f  f i r e s  and b u r ie d  in  t r u n k s  o f saw dust to  a to n e  

f o r  t h e i r  m isdeeds, w h i ls t  A rnold  on one o c c a s io n  gave tw elve o f th e  

b e s t  to  a boy f o r  th in k in g  he  m ight have to ld  a l i e .  Crabbe com plained 

abou t headm asters  who a b d ic a te d  t h e i r  a u th o r i ty  to  th e  schoo l b u l ly ;

"At h i s  command th e y  break  e v e ry  r u le
^Vhoever g o v e rn s , he c o n t ro ls  th e  schoo l . . .  " ( l9 )

b u t on th e  o th e r  hand head m aste rs  l i k e  K eate  c a r r ie d  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m

to  e x c e ss  -  in  1832 when some o f h i s  boys r e b e l le d ,  e v e ry  m orning he

flo g g ed  th e  e ig h ty  who had rem ained a t  t h e i r  desks u n t i l  th e  in s u rg e n ts

gave in .

19. From 'The Borough' w r i t t e n  by Crabbe in  1811.



36.

There was a ls o  an e x c e s s iv e  em phasis upon r o t e  le a r n in g ,  "Year

a f t e r  y e a r"  th e  hoys o f  E ton a p p a re n tly  mouthed

" th e  d ry  hones o f  gram m ar, m em orising v a s t  
t r a c t s  o f th e  A enid and th e  I l i a d " .  (20)

I t  was u su a l f o r  a s ix th - fo rm  hoy to  spend a w hole week le a r n in g

sev en ty  l i n e s  o f  th e  I l i a d ,  tw en ty  l i n e s  o f  L u c ian , s ix ty  l i n e s  o f

V i r g i l ,  s ix ty  l i n e s  o f H o ra c e 's  S a t i r e s  and e ig h ty  l i n e s  from  a te x t

hook c a l le d  S c r ip to r e s  Romani. Rote le a r n in g  was a ls o  p r a c t i s e d  a t

E a lin g  b u t n o t on th e  same s c a le .  M oreover, th e  s u b je c t  m a t te r  was

more v a r ie d  -  boys a t  E a lin g  memorised p a r l ia m e n ta ry  d e b a te s ,

S hakespearean  so n n e ts , m e ta p h y s ic a l p o e try  and F rench  p ro se  as w e ll  as

c l a s s i c a l  v e r s e .

What i f  Newman had gone to  H arrow , E to n , W in c h e s te r , Rugby o r

C h arte rh o u se?  At E a lin g  he  began to  u n d e rs tan d  w hat was meant by

i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x c e l le n c e  and ra n  t h r o u ^  th e  sc h o o l from  th e  bottom

to  th e  top  q u ic k e r  th a n  anyone e l s e .  He became h a b i tu a l ly  in v o lv ed

in  a v a r i e ty  o f c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  w hich complemented th o se  he had

o r ig i n a l l y  en co u n te red  w ith in  th e  fa m ily  c i r c l e ,  b u t had he grown up

in  th e  w ild  y e t  d e p re s s in g  atm osphere o f  E ton  o r  W in ch es te r as some

o f h is  f r i e n d s  d id ,  had he s u f fe re d  a t  th e  hands o f  K eate  o r  W ooll,

would h i s  academ ic p ro g re s s  have n o t been  s tu n te d  and would h i s

a d o le sc e n t s e n s i t i v i t y  have n o t been  s c a r re d  in  much th e  same way t h a t  

(  2\ )i t  was a t  T r i n i t y ? '  '

20. The in fo rm a tio n  on E ton  i s  ta k e n  from 'A H is to ry  o f  E to n ' by
S i r  H. M axw ell-L yte, p p .319-24.

21. Newman w as d isg u s te d  by T r i n i t y 's  low academ ic s ta n d a rd s  and
b a rb a r ic  mode o f s tu d e n t b eh av io u r -  see  th e  n e x t c h a p te r .
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C u lle r  th o u g h t t h a t  E a l in g  made l i t t l e  im p ressio n  on Nei^vman;

" th e r e  was n o th in g  to  d i s t i n g u is h  (him ) from 
any s u p e r io r  schoo lboy  w ith  l i t e r a r y  
i n c l i n a t i o n s , "  (22 )

b u t t h i s  was h a rd ly  th e  c a se . He was n o t j u s t  a " s u p e r io r  sch o o lb o y " ;

he made an in s ta n t  im pact a t  Oxford as an u n d e rg ra d u a te  o f  r a r e  m e r i t ,

th e  b e s t  a t  T r i n i ty  in  l i v in g  memory. I t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  m oreover,

t h a t  he  was n o t o u ts ta n d in g  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  he knew a g re a t  d e a l -

Henry T r is tra m  m a in ta in e d  th a t  he w as no more th a n  "good" in  c l a s s i c s

( 23 )and "com petent" in  m athem atics -  b u t o u ts ta n d in g  in  a t t i t u d e  and 

m e n ta l i ty .  He took  h i s  s tu d i e s  s e r i o u s l y  and i t  w as t h i s  t h a t  

im pressed  h is  t u t o r s .  In d eed , in  h i s  A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W rit in g s  he 

d e sc r ib e d  h im se lf  as a "sh a rp  b o y " , one who p o sse sse d  "a s tu d io u s  and 

qu ick  a p p re h e n sio n " , one who was anx ious "h o t to  lo s e  a moment o f  tim e  

b e fo re  s e t t l i n g  down to  f u r t h e r  s tu d ie s "  and re a d  each  and ev ery  book 

w hich  happened to  come h i s  way. Thus w h i ls t  he was a t  E a l in g ,  Newman 

was l i b e r a l l y  educated  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  he le a rn e d  to  d is c r im in a te  

in  an in v o lu n ta ry  way betw een th o se  a s p e c ts  o f knowledge w hich he 

l a t e r  d e sc r ib e d  as s u p e r f i c i a l ;  "knowledge c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  m a tte r " ,  

and th o s e  w hich w ere in d iv id u a l  and perm anen t; " th e  p ro c e s s  o f

( 24)e n lig h ten m en t o r  en la rg em en t o f  th e  m i n d . '

In  th e  " l i t t l e  sch o o l"  w here he s p e n t h i s  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  th e  

fundam entals w hich h i s  f a t h e r  and m other had ta u g h t him w ere  r e in fo rc e d

22. 'The Im p e r ia l  I n t e l l e c t '  by A. Dwight C u l l e r ,  p . 3.
23 . The p r iv a te  p a p e rs  o f H. T r is tra m . (O ra to ry  a r c h i v e s . )
24 . 'D is c o u r s e s ',  p . 108.
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in  a f r e e  and easy  a tm osphere. He sp e n t lo n g  h o u rs  p e r f e c t in g  h i s

c o p y -p la te  hand a t  h i s  own pace and re a d  a l l  manner o f c h i ld i s h  hooks 

( 25 )w ith  r e l i s h , '  '  h u t when he e n te re d  th e  "u p p er sch o o l"  he was t a u ^ t  

in  a more fo rm al f a s h io n .  In  l a t i n  he  began  w ith  Ovid and V i r g i l  and 

l a t e r  moved on to  C ic e ro , P la u tu s  and T erence . He enjoyed t h i s  s u b je c t  

im m ensely, k eep in g  h i s  d ia ry  in  l a t i n  and com p ilin g  l a t i n  p ro s e s  on 

c u r r e n t  e v e n ts  such  as  " ly e llin g to n  a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  W aterloo" and 

"Napoleon a t  S t .  H elena". H is le s s o n s  in  G reek, w hich he found 

e q u a lly  s a t i s f y i n g ,  w ere based  i n i t i a l l y  on "A eso p 's  F a b le s " ,  b u t  he 

soon moved on to  Homer, H ero d o tu s , S o p h o c le s , S o c ra te s  and D em osthenes. 

In  m athem atics he commenced w ith  E u c lid  and g r a d u a l ly  g o t th ro u g h  

f iv e  books. He a ls o  p r a c t i s e d  d ec im a ls , d u o d ec im als , p r a c t i c a l  

geom etry , m e n su ra tio n , a lg e b ra  and tr ig o n o m e try .

T h is i n s t r u c t io n  was im p o rtan t in  p re p a r in g  Newman f o r  u n iv e r s i ty  

a t  Oxford he p roved  h im se lf  to  be a com petent c l a s s i c i s t  and an a b le  

m a th em a tic ian  -  y e t  he made h is  mark upon th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f 

V ic to r ia n  tim es n o t  in  c l a s s i c s  o r  m a th em atic s , b u t in  s u b je c ts  l i k e  

p h ilo so p h y , th e o lo g y  and h i s to r y .  D id E a lin g  p la y  any p a r t  in  t h i s ?

In  th e  sen se  t h a t  i t  was th e re  t h a t  he was o r ig i n a l l y  in tro d u c e d  to

25. The book he l ik e d  b e s t  was w r i t t e n  by Lucy P eacock ; " th e  v i s i t  
f o r  a v/eek; o r  h in t s  on th e  improvement o f  tim e c o n ta in in g  
o r ig in a l  t a l e s ,  an ecd o tes  from  n a t u r a l  and m oral p h ilo so p h y  
e t c . ;  d es ig n ed  f o r  th e  in s t r u c t io n  and amusement o f y o u th ."  
" In s te a d  o f  k eep ing  i t  f o r  th e  schoo l tim e I  p u t m yself in  th e  
la r g e  open window . . .  " h e  w ro te , " . . .  and r e a d  i t  th ro u g h ."
He a ls o  s tu d ie d  a l i f e  o f  C h r is t  w r i t t e n  in  Greek by Dr. Joseph 
W hite, p r o f e s s o r  o f Greek a t  O xford.

26. H is b a s ic  t e x t  book was C h a rle s  H u tto n 's  'The Compendius 
M e a s u re r '.
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th e se  s u b je c t s ,  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f Locke, Hume and P a in e , th e  

th e o lo g y  o f M iln e r  and th e  h i s to r y  o f G ibbon, i t  d id ,  b u t i t  would be 

wrong to  e x a g g e ra te  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich t h i s  f a c t o r  in f lu e n c e d  h is  

a d u l t  p ro f ic ie n c y  in  th e se  s p e c i a l i s t  s c ie n c e s .  I t  would a l s o  be 

wrong to  su g g e s t th a t  because  o f  th e  e x c e lle n c e  o f th e  t u i t i o n  he 

re c e iv e d , he was d e s tin e d  to  become an em inent man o f l e t t e r s .  Never

th e le s s ,  i t  i s  a f a c t  t h a t  a t  s c h o o l h i s  a p p e t i t e  f o r  c o n tro v e rsy  was

( 27 )o r ig i n a l l y  w h e tted . He s e t  up a c lu b  c a l le d  "The S p ie s " ' '  and 

p u b lish e d  i t s  o p in io n s  on m a tte rs  p e r t i n e n t  to  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  sch o o l. 

The c lu b  soon f a i l e d  to  fu n c t io n ,  b u t i t s  p u b l ic a t io n s  co n tin u e d  and 

became so p o p u la r  th a t  a t  one s ta g e  Newman was e d i t in g  n o t o n ly  h is  

own new spaper, b u t an o p p o s it io n  p ap e r to o :  "The Spy" and "The A n ti-  

Spy", which r a n  to  t h i r t y  and tw en ty -sev en  numbers r e s p e c t iv e ly .  When 

th e se  p u b l ic a t io n s  c e a se d , he p u b lish e d  "The Reform er" and "The 

In s p e c to r"  and when th ey  e x p ire d  -  th e y  w ere  com parative  f a i l u r e s  -  

he is su e d  "The P o r t f o l io "  and "The B eh o ld e r" . The fo rm er was a 

p o l i t i c a l  jo u rn a l  m odelled on "The S p e c ta to r"  and th e  l a t t e r  a 

p a s to r a l ;  th e  one ru n n in g  f o r  tw enty  numbers and th e  o th e r  f o r  f o r ty .  

Newman co n s id e re d  "The B eho lder"  to  be th e  b e s t  o f h is  p u b l i c a t io n s :  

one hundred and s ix ty  c lo s e ly  w r i t t e n  o c tav o  pages in  a l l .  I t  was a 

p ro d ig io u s  achievem ent f o r  one so young to  w r i t e  so much u n a id e d , b u t 

t h i s  i s  n o t  to  su g g es t t h a t  h i s  a r t i c l e s  p o sse sse d  any e x c e p tio n a l

27. I t  c o n s is te d  o f th r e e  ra n k s , each d is t in g u is h e d  by a d i f f e r e n t l y  
co lo u red  r ib b o n .



40.

l i t e r a r y  m e r i t .  I t  was a ls o  th e  b eg in n in g  a l b e i t  on a l im i te d

s c a le  o f h i s  c a r e e r  as a w r i t e r  and marked a tu rn in g  p o in t  in  h is  own 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  d ev e lo p m en t: no lo n g e r  was he " th e  c r e a tu r e  o f fo r e ig n  

in f lu e n c e s " , ( ^ 9 ) th e  p a s s iv e  and u n c r i t i c a l  r e c i p i e n t  o f w h atev er h i s  

te a c h e r s  chose to  d o le  o u t, b u t a th in k in g  young man, cap ab le  o f 

d is c e r n in g  th e  n a tu re  o f th in g s ,  b ro a d c a s t in g  h i s  view s and in v i t in g  

o p p o s i t io n .  He was p a r t  way a l re a d y  to  b ecoming a man o f  i n p e r i a l  

i n t e l l e c t  and p h ilo s o p h ic  h a b i t ,  and in  a d d i t io n  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  h is  

a d u l t  i n t e r e s t s  was b eg in n in g  to  ta k e  shape.

Newman d e s c r ib e d  l i f e  a t  sch o o l a s  " th e  sev en  y e a rs  o f  p le n ty "  

when he g a th e re d  in  knowledge " . . .  by h a n d fu ls ,  l i k e  th e  E g y p tian s  

w ith o u t c o u n tin g  . . .  " and s to r e d  up " th e  m a tte r  o f ( h i s )  s tu d ie s  as 

t r e a s u r e s  f o r  a f u tu r e  d a y " .(^ ^ ^  But he took  more from  E a l in g  th a n  

t h i s .  He to o k  advan tage f o r  exam ple, o f  i t s  e x te n s iv e  c u rr ic u lu m  

and began to  d ev e lo p  h is  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e s .  E i th e r  o f h i s  own v o l i t i o n  

o r  prom pted in fo rm a lly  by h i s  t  eac h e rs ,  h e  read  w id e ly  -  am ongst th o se  

whose w orks he s tu d ie d  w e re  Bacon, S h a k e sp e a re , M ilto n , D ryden, Pope, 

Cowper, C rabbe and S c o t t  -  and p re p a re d  e s s a y s  based on th e  s t y l e  o f

(31 )i l l u s t r i o u s  f ig u r e s  such a s  A ddison, Johnson  and Gibbon. E a l in g 's  

te a c h e r s  w ere a lso  keen  on p u b l ic  sp eak in g  and co n se q u e n tly  Newman 

and h i s  c la s sm a te s  f r e q u e n t ly  r e c i te d  o d e s , m onologues, and

28. Ju d g in g  from  th e  e x t r a c t s  w hich s u rv iv e  th e y  re a c h e d  a h ig h  
a d o le sc e n t  s ta n d a rd  and no more.

29 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 107.
30 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 0 6 .
31 . See Appendix 'D '.
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sp e e c h e s , and ac ted  in  p la y s  and mock p a r lia m e n ta ry  d e b a te s .

I t  was u n u su a l f o r  a sch o o l to  em phasise c u l tu r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f t h i s  s o r t .  E. C, Mack h as  shown t h a t  in  th e  e a r l y  y e a rs  o f  th e

( 32)n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  schoo l c u r r i c u la  were e x c lu s iv e ly  c l a s s i c a l  -  

th e re  v/as no demand f o r  o th e r  s u b je c ts  -  and y e t  a t  E a l in g  drama was 

ta k e n  s e r io u s ly .

In  June and Septem ber o f a l t e r n a t e  y e a rs  th r e e  "Grand N ig h ts"  

w ere h e ld  when p a re n ts  and g u e s ts  w ere e n te r ta in e d  to  one o f  fo u r  

l a t i n  p la y s  : The E nnucli-us, A d e lp h i, A ndria  o r  Phonmio, Newman took  th e  

p a r t  o f  P y th ia s  in  th e  Eunuclh'us in  1814, Syrus in  th e  A d elp h i in  1815 

and in  1 816 spoke th e  p ro lo g u e  to  th e  A n d ria . 6n th e  m orning o f  th e  

th i r d  g ran d  n ig h t ,  speech  day  was h e ld ;  a fo rm id ab le  programme con

s i s t i n g  o f r e c i t a t i o n s  in  l a t i n  and G reek, F rench  and E n g lis h  w ith  

two o r  th r e e  mock d eb a te s  o r  t r i a l s  to  r e l i e v e  th e  monotony. T here 

w ere tw en ty  item s in  a l l ,  each  boy b e in g  p la c e d  in  one o f th e s e  

c a te g o r ie s .  S u b je c ts  such a s  D em osthenes' speech to  th e  A th en ian s , 

S o p h o c le s ' A jax , M il to n 's  M orning Hymn, V o l t a i r e 's  C o lig n y , Richm ond's 

speech  to  h is  s o l d i e r s ,  and P i t t ' s  speech  a g a in s t  ta x in g  Am erica w ere 

e v id e n t ly  th e  most p o p u la r  because th e y  w ere r e p e a te d  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .  

Famous p a r lia m e n ta ry  d e b a te s ,  p r e s e n t in g  f a v o u r i te s  l i k e  Fox,

P u lte n e y , and Wyndham, w ere  r e -e n a c te d  and e s sa y s  on anatom y, and 

modem m usic w ere o c c a s io n a l ly  re a d . In  1 81 3 Newman a c te d  in  a 

r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f a House o f Commons d e b a te  o f 1734, ta k in g  th e  p a r t

32 . "P u b lic  S chools and B r i t i s h  O p in io n " , by E, C. Mack, p p .143-3 .
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o f S i r  W illiam  Wyndham and l a t e r  when h i s  two b ro th e rs  a ls o  to o k  p a r t ,  

r e c i t e d  "The Y /in ter T r a v e l l e r " .  On one o c c a s io n , a l a s ,  Newman's v o ic e  

broke down. In d eed , h i s  perfo rm ance  was so c a ta s t r o p h ic  t h a t  

D r. N ich o las  had to  a p o lo g is e  to  h i s  g u e s t th e  Duke o f  K en t, b u t  th e  

Duke brushed  th e  in c id e n t  a s id e .  I n s i s t in g  t h a t  " th e  a c t io n  was so 

good" and th u s  Newman's honour was sa lv a g e d .

I t  canno t be s a id  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  o f  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  E a l in g  

fa sh io n e d  Newman's a d u l t  a p t i tu d e  f o r  o ra to ry  -  h e  became a famous 

p u b l ic  sp eak e r e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  I 8 3 0 's  when h u nd reds f lo ck e d  to  

S t .  M ary 's  in  O xford to  h e a r  him  p re a c h  -  b u t i t  can  be  s a id  t h a t  h i s  

te a c h e r s  a t  E a l in g  w ere th e  f i r s t  to  d is c o v e r  and f o s t e r  t h i s  t a l e n t .

Amongst o th e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  d e s ig n e d  to  encourage c u l tu r e  a t  th e  

sch o o l w ere h i s to r y  and g eog raphy , F ren ch  and m usic and d raw ing  and 

p a in t in g .  Newman p r e f e r r e d  h i s to r y  to  geography  p ro b a b ly  because he 

found geography im p e rso n a l, and enjoyed  le a r n in g  abou t W alpo le, 

Chatham, N elson  and N apo leon . He began F ren ch  a t  th e  age o f  e lev en  

and a lth o u g h  most o f  th e  tim e  he s p e n t on t h i s  s u b je c t  was d ev o ted  to  

grammar and v o c a b u la ry , he a ls o  a c te d  in  F rench  p la y s  and s p e c ia l i s e d  

in  th e  v / r i t in g s  o f  R acine and V o l ta i r e .  He le a rn e d  to  p la y  th e

v i o l i n  and as he  grew  o ld e r  was r e g u la r ly  in v i te d  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  

th e  h e a d m a s te r 's  m u s ic a l e v e n in g s . He to o k  le s s o n s  in  a r t  -  judg ing

33. H is b a s ic  t e x t  books in  F rench  w e re  'A grammar o f  th e  F ren ch
to n g u e ' by L ou is  Chambaud and 'E lem ents o f  F ren ch  c o n v e r s a t io n ' 
by John P e r r in .  The books o f  F ren ch  p la y s  w ere w r i t t e n  by 
Mdme. G e n lis .
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from th e  draw ings in  h is  e x e r c is e  books he w as q u i te  a com petent 

a r t i s t  -  and was even  coached in  d a n c in g .

Had he w ished  Newman cou ld  have ta k e n  ad v an tag e  o f th e  s p o r t in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  which th e  schoo l o f f e r e d ,  b u t he l im i te d  h im se lf  e i t h e r  to  

lo n g  w alks -  th e  boys w ere  n ev e r ch a ined  to  th e  g rounds and w ere  f r e e  

to  w ander o f f  -  o r  to  an o c c a s io n a l d ip  in  th e  swimming  p o o l . ( ^ ^ )

Even so th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  w ere f a c i l i t i e s  a t  E a l in g  f o r  a lm ost e v e ry  

k in d  o f  s p o r t ,  in d ic a te s  t h a t  N ic h o la s  and h i s  s t a f f  th o u g h t i t  

im p o rtan t f o r  th e  boys to  le a d  a f u l l  and a c t iv e  l i f e .

D r. N ich o las  w how as a ls o  a c lergym an, was e s p e c i a l l y  keen on 

i n s t i l l i n g  th e  C h r is t i a n  e t h i c .  A g o d - fe a r in g  man, he gave h is  

p u p ils  p r o je c t s  o r  " them es" on v i r t u e s  and v ic e s  such a s  g r a t i t u d e ,  

p r o d ig a l i t y ,  a v a r ic e  and p r id e .  He in v i te d  l e c tu r e r s  to  speak  on

( 35 )r e l i g io u s  to p ic s ,  observed  h o ly  d a y s  and had th e  sc h o o l p ra y e rs  

r e c i t e d  morning and n i g h t . A t  f i r s t  Newman was im pressed  -  he 

k e p t h i s  copy o f  th e  s c h o o l p ray e r-b o o k  to g e th e r  w ith  some o f  h is

34. C r ic k e t  and f o o tb a l l ,  m a rb les , h o p sc o tc h , p r iso n e rs*  b a se , 
lo n g  ro p e , to p s  and ro u n d e rs . The t r a d i t i o n a l  p layground  
games d id  n o t a t t r a c t  him , a lth o u g h  E a lin g  w as w e ll  knov/n f o r  
i t s  s p o r t in g  prow ess : " th e  N ich o las  h i t "  w as a p o p u la r  p h ra se  
in  M iddlesex c r ic k e t in g  c i r c l e s .

35 . I n  1816 , one spoke on C alv in ism .
36 . Newman echoed th e  p ra y e r  b o o k 's  s e n tim e n ts  in  h i s  own p r iv a te  

jo u rn a l  th e re b y  p ro v in g  t h a t  i t  had im pressed  him. One p ra y e r  
began th u s :  "YVhen th e  w icked man tu m e th  away from  h is  w ickedness 
t h a t  he h a th  com m itted and doeth  t h a t  w hich i s  la w fu l ,  he s h a l l  
save h i s  s o u l a l i v e . "  Newman in te r p r e te d  t h i s  as fo llo w s :

" In to  th e  p a la c e  o f  th e  Lord 
Those who do r i g h t  and keep h i s  word 
W ill s u r e ly  go b u t th o se  who d o n 't  
I  am q u i te  su re  t h a t  th e y  w o n 't ."
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e ssay s  on C h r is t i a n  v i r t u e s  -  b u t when he g o t in to  h i s  te e n s  he r e j e c t e d

th e  D o c to r 's  n o tio n  o f  fo rm a lise d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  on th e  g ro u n d s t h a t  i t

was ho llow  and tu rn e d  to  th e  f i e r y  and a s c e t i c  C a l v in i s t ,  Mr. M ayers,

In  a l l  o th e r  r e s p e c t s ,  how ever, he w as p ro fo u n d ly  im pressed  by

N i c h o l a s . L i k e  most h ead m as te rs , George N ich o las  re g a rd e d  th e

c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics a s  b a s ic ,  b u t w h i l s t  o th e rs  echoed th e

se n tim e n ts  o f Dr. Jaimes, th e  headm aster o f  xîugby, who th o u g h t i t  a

w aste  o f  tim e to  encourage s c h o la rs h ip  -  young p e o p le , s a id  Jam es,

" . . .  a r e  narrow -necked  v e s s e l s ,  in to  w hich you 
canno t p o u r much a t  a tim e w ith o u t w a s te  and 
ru n n in g  over" -

N ich o las  in s i s t e d  on th e  h ig h e s t  o f academ ic s ta n d a rd s .

In  1852 Newman acc la im ed  th o se  "sc h o o ls  and c o l le g e s "  which cou ld

" b o a s t o f a su c c e s s io n  o f  h e ro es  and s ta te s m e n , 
o f  l i t e r a r y  men and p h ilo s o p h e rs ,  o f  men co n sp icu 
ous f o r  g r e a t  n a tu r a l  v i r t u e s ,  f o r  h a b i t s  o f  
b u s in e s s ,  f o r  knowledge o f l i f e ,  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  
judgem ent, f o r  c u l t iv a t e d  t a s t e s  . . .  " ( 38 )

He m ight a lm ost have been  h a rk in g  back  to  E a l in g  b ecau se  under N ich o las

th e  sch o o l produced  a number o f  men who f i t t e d  p r e c i s e ly  in to  th e s e

37* George N ich o las  was a man o f  acum en and am azing e f f ic ie n c y .
Tvfice m a rr ie d , f i r s t l y  to  E l iz a b e th  S hury , th e  p re v io u s  ow ner's 
on ly  c h i ld ,  and s eco n d ly , to  h i s  h o u sek eep e r, he w as an a s t u t e  
b u s in e ss  man. H is f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  th e  Duke o f  K en t, th e  f a t h e r  
o f Queen V ic to r i a ,  who l iv e d  c lo s e  to  th e  schoo l a t  C a s t le  H ü l  
Lodge, t h e i r  f re q u e n t w h is t  p a r t i e s  and th e  D uke 's  p re se n c e  a t  
speech  d a y s , d id  much to  a d v e r t i s e  th e  s c h o o l.  N ich o la s  was 
one o f E a l in g 's  o u ts ta n d in g  f ig u r e s .  When N apoleon th re a te n e d  
to  invade in  1 8O3 i t  was N ich o las  who le d  th e  com m ittee which 
m o b ilise d  a p e a sa n t m i l i t i a ,  "The E a l in g  and B re n tfo rd  
V o lu n te e rs " , and k e p t i t  in  a s t a t e  o f  p re p a re d n e ss  t i l l  1 8O6 .

38 . 'D is c o u r s e s ',  p.14&.
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c a te g o r ie s .  George R obinson, f o r  exam ple, who became a Cambridge don 

and took  a f i r s t  a t  O xford, and B ishop Selw yn, th e  f i r s t  b ish o p  o f  

New Z ealand  and fo u n d e r o f  Selwyn C o lle g e , C am bridge, who a ls o  took  a 

f i r s t ,  w e re  two o f N ic h o la s ' o ld  boys. So was C h a rle s  K n ig h t, th e  

p u b l i s h e r  who re c o rd e d  th a t  th e  D o c to r " s t im u la te d  (him ) w ith  am b itio n  

to  e x c e l" ,  and S i r  George M acfa rren , p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  Royal Academy 

o f  M usic. Then th e r e  was H orace Mayhew, th e  fo u n d e r  o f  'P u n c h ';  

W illiam  Makepeace T hackeray , th e  n o v e l i s t ;  C a p ta in  M arry a t, th e  

e x p lo re r ;  R ichard  W estm acott, th e  s c u lp to r ;  and th e  Lawrence b r o th e r s :  

Lord Lawrence, b e t t e r  known a s  "Lawrence o f  In d ia "  and h i s  e ld e r  

b r o th e r  S i r  Henry Law rence, th e  h e ro  o f  th e  s e ig e  o f  Lucknow o f  1857. 

O thers  in c lu d ed  George S a le ,  one o f  th e  c a p to rs  o f  S eringapa tam  and 

h i s  b r o th e r  R o b e rt, th e  hero  o f  J e l l a l a b a d  and th e  n o r th  e a s t  f r o n t i e r .  

S i r  H enrj  Raw lins on o f  th e  E a s t  I n d ia  Company, Lord T ru ro  and Lord 

C helm sford , bo th  o f  whom became Lord C h ie f J u s t i c e s  and l a t e r  Lord 

C h a n c e llo rs , Lord D a z e ll and th e  th r e e  sons o f Q uincey Adams,

P re s id e n t  o f th e  U.S.A .

( 39)Newman f r e e ly  a d m itte d  t h a t  he was " g r e a t ly  a t ta c h e d "  to  

N ic h o la s , w h i ls t  T hackeray  r e f e r r e d  to  him a s  "Dr. T ic k le -u s "  and 

C h a rle s  K night d e sc r ib e d  him a s  "o u r good D o c to r" . He was undoub ted ly  

a  k in d ly  man, one who ra n  h i s  s choo l a s  a f a th e r  would a  fa m ily . When 

Newman was seven , f o r  exam ple, he a r r iv e d  back  to  b e g in  h i s  s econd

39. A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r it in g s ,  p . 29. He and h i s  c o lle a g u e s  p re s e n te d  
N icho las w ith  an a d d re s s  in  1813 to  mark th e  o cca s io n  o f  h is  
f i f t i e t h  b ir th d a y  -  see  Appendix 'H '.
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te rm , b u t was so a f r a id  o f  th e  o th e r  boys t h a t  he d a re d  n o t go in  to

jo in  them, N ich o las  happened to  n o t ic e  him and s a id

"H ad n 't you b e t t e r  go in to  th e  b ig  room?" -

"No, n o , I  w o n 't  go , t h e y ' l l  b u l ly  me so , 
t h e y ' l l  do a l l  s o r t s  o f  th in g s  to  me though 
I  c a n 't  h e lp  c r y in g .  "

"Oh.' No, n o n sen se , th e y  w o n 't ."  . . .

"But th e y  w i l l j  Come in to  th e  b ig  room and 
see  f o r  y o u r s e l f , "  ( 4 0 )

r e p l i e d  Newman. Hand in  hand th e y  e n te re d  th e  room, b u t n o th in g  was

s a id ,  n o th in g  was done, and fro m  th a t  p o in t  onwards th e  two r  e ta in e d

a s p e c ia l  a f f e c t io n  f o r  each  o th e r .  On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , N ich o las

remembered th a t  i t  was J o h n 's  b ir th d a y  and as  he had to  go in to  London,

he took  him w ith  him so t h a t  John cou ld  have d in n e r  w ith  h i s  fa m ily

in  Bloom sbury. These two in c id e n ts  show t h a t  D r. N ic h o la s  re p re s e n te d

a k in d l in e s s  n o t alw ays u s u a l  in  h i s  d a y . ^

M oreover, he w as a ls o  g e n e ro u s . ,̂Vhen Newman won h i s  f i r s t

p r iz e  a t  th e  age o f  e le v e n , he chose Lam b's "S hakespeare"  and D enon 's

‘'Voyage dans l a  b a sse  e t  l a  h a u te  E gyp te" . The second  o f  th e s e  two

p r iz e s  was c o s t ly  -  i t  w as p u b lish e d  in  two f o l i o  volumes w ith  a

number o f p la t e s  -  and w as a ls o  in  s h o r t  su p p ly . Much to  Newman's

d isa p p o in tm e n t, th e r e f o r e ,  he had to  choose an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b u t a

l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  N ic h o la s  came a c ro s s  an u n ab rid g ed  v e r s io n  in  E n g lis h

40 . "The p i l l a r  o f  th e  c loud" by M. T re v o r, p p .10 -11 .
41 . On an o th e r  o c c a s io n  when a  t e a c h e r  prom ised Newman s ix  o f  th e  

b e s t  f o r  in s u b o rd in a t io n ,  he in te rv e n e d  and s to p p ed  i t .



47.

w hich he pu rch ased  f o r  John d e s p i te  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p en se . On a n o th e r

o c c a s io n  when Mr. Newman's hank f a i l e d ,  N ich o las  k e p t John and h is

b ro th e r s  a t  sc h o o l ev en  though i t  w as h o lid a y  tim e , in  o rd e r  to  s a v e

t h e i r  p a re n ts  a n x ie ty ,  and in s i s t e d  th a t  th ey  p a id  th e , f e e s  "when i t

s u i t s " .  O thers b e n e f i te d  a l s o ,  C h a rle s  K nigh t reckoned  th a t  h is

" n a tu re  bourgeoned u n d e r l ie  k in d n e ss"  he r e c e iv e d ,  l i f e  was "a  r e a l

h a p p in e s s " , w h i ls t  George M acfarren , an i n f e r i o r  c h i ld  who s u f f e r e d

a d d i t io n a l ly  from  p o o r e y e s ig h t ,  has h i s  books s p e c i a l l y  p r in te d  in

la r g e  ty p e . N ich o la s  a ls o  g av e  him a pow erfu l m agn ify in g  g la s s  and

nom inated two o f  h i s  s t a f f ,  H uxley and Hé s lo p ,  to  g iv e  him p r iv a t e

t u i t i o n .  One canno t im agine a p a re n t  w r i t i n g  o f D r. K eate  as Mrs.

Newman w ro te  o f  Dr. N ic h o la s :

"»Ve a re  in  such good hands . . .  t h a t  w hat he does 
we s h a l l  approve . . .  "

n o r were p a re n ts  l i k e l y  to  u rg e  t h e i r  sons to  a s k  f o r  K e a te 's  ad v ice

C 42 )on t r i v i a l  m a tte rs  such as th e  p u rch ase  o f a v i o l i n  as Mr. Newman d id .

In  th e  D isc o u rse s  Newman described  " th e  t r u e  mode o f e d u c a tin g  . . .  

a  boy" th u s :

" . . .  th e  f i r s t  s t e p  in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g  is  
to  im press upon a boy’ s mind th e  id e a  o f  s c ie n c e ,  
method, o rd e r ,  p r in c ip le  and harmony. T h is  is  
commonly and e x c e l l e n t ly  done by making him b e g in  
w ith  a gram m ar; n o r  can to o  g r e a t  a cc u racy , o r  
m inu teness and s u b t le ty  o f  te a c h in g ,  be used  
tow ards him , a s  h is  f a c u l t i e s  expand, w ith  t h i s  
s im p le  view . Hence i t  i s  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  s c h o la r 
s h ip  i s  so im p o rta n t a d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  him when

42, "Buy th e  Cremona" he to ld  John , " i f  th e  D o c to r ap p ro v es" .
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h e  i s  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  A 
s e c o n d  s c i e n c e  i s  m a th e m a t ic s :  t h i s  s h o u ld  
f o l lo w  gram m ar, s t i l l  w i th  t h e  sam e o b j e c t ,  
v i z ,  t o  g iv e  h im  a  c o n c e p t io n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  
an d  a r ra n g e m e n t  fro m  and  a ro u n d  a  common 
c e n t r e .  H ence i t  i s  t h a t  c h r o n o lo g y  an d  
g e o g ra p h y  a r e  so  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im , w hen h e  
r e a d s  h i s t o r y ,  w h ich  i s  o t h e r w is e  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  
th a n  a  s  t o r y  b o o k . H ence to o  m e t r i c a l  c o m p o s i
t i o n ,  w hen h e  r e a d s  p o e t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
h i s  pov /ers  i n t o  a  m e re ly  p a s s i v e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  
im ages and  id e a s  w h ich  i n  t h a t  c a s e  a r e  l i k e l y  
t o  p a s s  o u t  o f  m ind a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  h a v e  e n t e r e d  
i t .  L e t  h im  o n ce  g a in  t h i s  h a b i t  o f  m e th o d , 
o f  s t a r t i n g  f ro m  f i x e d  p o i n t s ,  o f  m ak in g  h i s  
g ro u n d  good as  h e  g o e s ,  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  w h a t 
h e  knows fro m  Tdiat h e  d o e s  n o t  know , and  I  
c o n c e iv e  h e  w i l l  b e  g r a d u a l l y  i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  l a r g e s t  an d  t r u e s t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  v ie w s  an d  
w i l l  f e e l  n o th in g  b u t  im p a t ie n c e  and d i s g u s t  
a t  t h e  ra n d o m  t h e o r i e s  a n d  im p o s in g  s o p h i s t r i e s  
an d  d a s h i n g  p a r a d o x i e s  w h ic h  c a r r y  aw a y  h a l f 
fo rm ed  an d  s u p e r f i c i a l  i n t e l l e c t s , "  (4 3 )

I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s t a r t i n g  b o y s  o f f  w i th  g ra m m a r

and  e m p h a s is in g  o r d e r  an d  a c c u r a c y  b e f o r e  m ov ing  on t o  s u b j e c t i v e

c r i t i c i s m ,  Newman m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  e x p l a i n i n g  how h e  w as t a u g h t  h i m s e l f .

H is  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  m a th e m a t ic s ,  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g ra p h y  and  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and

t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  h e  made b e tw e e n  k n o w led g e  w h ic h  i s  s u p e r f i c i a l l y

a c q u ir e d  and k n o w led g e  w h ic h  i s  m e th o d ic a l ly  an d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  b u i l t

u p , c o u ld  a l s o  b e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  h i s  own c h i ld h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b u t

t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a n a l a g i e s  to o  b e tw e en  N i c h o l a s '  m e th o d s  and  h i s  own

id e a s .

43. 'D i s c o u r s e s '  (T h e  P r e f a c e ) ,  p p . 38-9 .
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The d o c to r  d iv id e d  h i s  sc h o o l in to  h o u ses  each u nder th e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a d a in e ,^ ^ ^ a n d  when he opened a s c h o o l o f  h i s  own in  

E dgbaston  in  1859, Nevraian d id  l ik e w is e ,  Newman opened th e  O ra to ry  

S c h o o l, how ever, a t  a tim e when dames w ere b e ing  re p la c e d  by h o u se

m a s te r s ,  and F a th e r  D a rn e ll who r a n  th e  s c h o o l o b je c te d  to  th e  

in f lu e n c e  w hich w as accorded  to  th e  s e n io r  o f  h i s  two dam es. In d eed , 

he th r e a te n e d  to  r e s ig n  u n le s s  Nê wman curbed  h e r  powers b u t Newman 

re fu s e d  and r e ta in e d  th e  E a l in g  p a t t e r n  e v en  though D a m e ll  and th e  

w hole o f h i s  te a c h in g  s t a f f  c a r r i e d  o u t t h e i r  t h r e a t .

F u rth e rm o re , in  an e r a  when sch o o ls  o f  s im i la r  s ta n d in g  w ere 

ru le d  f i e r c e l y  -  in  1 859 c o rp o ra l pun ishm ent was used  e x te n s iv e ly  in  

C a th o l ic  a s  w e ll  as P r o te s ta n t  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  -  t e a c h e r s  a t  th e  O ra to ry  

S ch o o l w e re  as co m p assio n ate  as t h e i r  E a l in g  c o u n te rp a r ts .  "The young" 

s a id  Newman, " a re  to  be k e p t s t r a i g h t  by in d i r e c t  c o n tr iv a n c e s  r a t h e r  

th a n  by a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and naked p r o h ib i t io n s .

In  a d d i t io n ,  t h e i r  c u r r ic u la  w ere  a l i k e .  The O ra to ry  S chool 

c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics w ith  s u b je c ts  l i k e  

geography , h i s t o r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and F rench  a s  s u b s id ia r i e s  j u s t  as 

N ich o la s  had done a t  E a l in g . F o r  i t s  tim e  E a l in g 's  b road  cu rr ic u lu m

44. At E a l in g  th e  Dames saw th e  boys w ere p ro p e r ly  d re sse d  -  th e y  
wore a d i s t i n c t i v e  d r e s s  c o n s is t in g  o f  knee b re e c h e s , to p  h a t s ,  
p a n ta lo o n s ,  h e s s ia n s ,  t a i l  c o a ts  and c r a v a ts  -  minded them when 
th e y  w e re  s ic k  -  Newman w as so i l l  in  1811 th a t  he was s e n t  
home tw ic e , and ru n n in g  tu c k  shops where John s p e n t h is  coppers 
on "damson t a r t s ,  b a r le y  su g a r, almond c a k e s , b u t te r e d  r o l l s ,  
o ranges and bread  and c h e e s e ."

45 . 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ',  p .115.
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was v i r t u a l l y  u n iq u e , b u t in  1859 many sc h o o ls  p o sse sse d  c u r r i c u la  o f 

a s im i la r  k in d  and a lso  had s p e c i a l i s t  te a c h e r s  to  im plement them . I t  

canno t be concluded  th e re f o r e  t h a t  Newman d e l i b e r a t e l y  cop ied  E a lin g  

in  th e s e  m a tte r s  a lth o u g h  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  E ton  upon w hich th e  

O ra to ry  School v/as supposed ly  m odelled  -  i t  was a d v e r t is e d  as an 

E to n -ty p e  sc h o o l -  had y e t  to  b ro ad en  i t s  c u rr ic u lu m  and r e la x  i t s  

d i s c ip l in a r y  m ethods.

So f a r  as drama was concerned , how ever, th e r e  can be no doubt 

t h a t  Newman copied  E a l in g , He p u t on c l a s s i c a l  p la y s  once p e r  y e a r ,  

chose e x a c t ly  th e  same p la y s  he  had a c te d  in  as a boy and even used  

th e  same t r a n s l a t i o n s .  He a ls o  prom oted boys as N ich o la s  had done n o t 

on th e  b a s is  o f w r i t t e n  exam inations b u t upon h i s  know ledge o f  th e  

boys th e m se lv es , and welcomed o ld  boys back f o r  th r e e  days each  y e a r  

a t  h is  own expense j u s t  as N ich o la s  had welcomed him,

7/hen Newman l e f t  sch o o l in  1 816 he co u ld  n o t th e r e f o r e  have been 

as unim pressed  as H u tton  and Ward have im p lie d . In d eed , he s a id  him

s e l f  t h a t  when a boy le a v e s  sch o o l f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  h is  "mind is  

o b se rv a n t, s h a rp , ready  (an d ) r e t e n t iv e "  and he p o sse sse s

" th e  m oral h a b i t s  d i l ig e n c e ,  a s s i d u i t y ,  
r e g u l a r i t y ,  d is p a tc h ,  p e r s e v e r in g  a p p l ic a t io n  
. . .  (w hich) n a t u r a l l y  le a d  to  . . .  " ( 4 6 )

th e  a c q u i s i t io n  o f knowledge and m en tal c u l tu r e ,

Newman o b v io u s ly  en joyed  l i f e  a t  E a lin g . He en joyed  w r i t in g

p la y s  l i k e  "The K n ife -g r in d e r"  and b reak in g -u p  songs l i k e  th e  one

46 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  pp,106-7«
47 . See Appendix 'B ',



51.

f o r  1 81 2^^^^w hich was m ild ly  mocking o f  th e  s t a f f .  He en joyed  m ixing 

w ith  h i s  f r i e n d s :  W estm acott, H am ilton and T h re sh e r , and jo in e d  in  

t h e i r  v a r io u s  a c t i v i t i e s .  In deed , when he w ent to  O xford he  took  h is  

d i a r i e s  and jo u rn a ls  to  rem ind him o f th e s e  o c c a s io n s ; when he made 

a k i t e  w hich had g la s s  e y e s , when he v /ro te  a s e t  o f v e rs e s  w hich won 

a d a y 's  h o l id a y  f o r  h im se lf  and h is  f r i e n d s  and when he  e n te re d  a 

v e rs e  c o m p e tit io n  a t  The D rury  Lane T h e a tre ,  E a lin g  w as im p o rtan t to  

Newman, I t  marked a d e c i s i v e ly  fo rm a tiv e  phase  in  h i s  l i f e .

48 , See A ppendix 'C ,
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE B'IPACT OF OXFORD UNIVERSITY

P r o f e s s o r  C u l le r  is  n o t a lo n e  in  h i s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  i t  was

O xford w hich .f a th e r e d  Nevnnan's e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s ,  M erio l T rev o r

h as  a ls o  reco rd ed  t h a t  i t  was from O xford th a t  he " f i r s t  d e riv e d  h is

(1 )e d u c a t io n a l  t h e o r i e s " , '  '^w hilst R, L, A rch er h as  d e s c r ib e d  Newman's

( 2 )D isc o u rse s  as " th e  c l a s s i c a l  e x p o s i t io n  o f  con tem porary  O xon ian ism ",'

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  Newman was im pressed  by O xford: i t s  s e t t i n g ,  

f o r  exam ple, app ea led  to  h i s  sen se  o f th e  ro m a n tic ,^ ^ ^ b u t he was n o t 

as c a p t iv a te d  as some o f h is  f r ie n d s  have im plied  and he r e b e l l e d ,  

f i r s t l y ,  a g a in s t  th e  s c e p tic is m  and r a t io n a l i s m  f o r  w hich O r ie l ,  th e  

m ost i l l u s t r i o u s  o f i t s  c o l le g e s ,  was fam ed, and, s e c o n d ly ,  a g a i n s t  

th e  inadequacy  o f  th e  s u p e rv is io n  and t u i t i o n  f o r  w hich i t s  dons w ere 

r e s p o n s ib le ,

Newman b e l ie v e d  t h a t  one a c q u ire d  o n e 's  id e a s  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  

and s y n t h e t i c a l l y ,  and th e r e f o r e  i t  would be lo g i c a l  to  assum e th a t  

h i s  e d u c a tio n a l  th e o r ie s  o r ig in a te d  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t o f  h i s  

e x p e r ie n c e s  as a whole and n o t sim ply  w i th in  th e  i s o la te d  s e t t i n g  

w hich O xford accorded  him. In d eed , th e  t r i a l s  which he underw ent as 

an u n d e rg ra d u a te  c o n tra s te d  so sh a rp ly  w ith  h i s  happy e x p e rie n c e s  

a t  s c h o o l, t h a t  in s te a d  o f in s p i r in g  him to  ad o p t a g a la x y  o f  new

1 , "The p i l l a r  o f th e  c lo u d "  by M, T re v o r , p ,5 8 9 .
2 , "Secondary e d u c a t io n  in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry "  by R, L, A rc h e r ,

p . 39.
3, M a is ie  Ward has commented e x te n s iv e ly  on t h i s  in  h e r  book,

"The Young Mr, Newman",
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p r e c e p ts ,  th e y  on ly  s e rv e d  to  r e in f o r c e  p r in c ip le s  and p r a c t i c e s  to  

which he had a lre a d y  com m itted h im s e lf .

He was b a r e ly  s ix te e n  when he a r r iv e d  a t  T r in ity ^ ^ ^  and took  

i t  f o r  g ra n te d  t h a t  h is  t u t o r s  would be as h e lp f u l  and d i l i g e n t  as 

Dr, N ic h o la s , He assumed t h a t  th e y  v/ould encourage him to  s tu d y  and 

h e lp  him s e t t l e  down, b u t t h i s  was n o t th e  c a s e .  In  1817 T r i n i t y  had 

two tu t o r s :  M essrs , S h o r t and W ilson , As th e  s e n io r  o f  th e  two,

Thomas S h o rt was t r y in g  to  r a i s e  academ ic s ta n d a rd s  and im prove 

d i s c i p l in e .  He had r e c e n t ly  opened th e  c o l le g e  s c h o la rs h ip  to  u n iv e r 

s i t y  co m p e titio n  and had in tro d u c e d  t i t t e r  d i s c i p l i n a i y  m easures 

w ith  th e  o b je c t  o f  p e rsu a d in g  h i s  commoners to  dev o te  more tim e to  

t h e i r  s tu d ie s .  I t  was a good id e a  to  encourage o u ts id e  c o m p e tit io n  

because i t  com pelled  th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  to  r a i s e  t h e i r  

l e v e l  o f a t ta in m e n t,  b u t he and W ilson  were to o  incom peten t as te a c h e r s  

and to o  i n e f f i c i e n t  as a d m in is t r a to r s  to  e f f e c t  any o v e r a l l  im prove

ment and th e re fo re  a c a d e m ic a lly  and m o ra lly  T r i n i ty  rem ained as

( 5 )moribund as e v e r , '

Newman was i n i t i a l l y  im pressed by S h o r t 's  endeav o u rs:

" I f  anyone w ish es  to  s tu d y  , , ,  no c o l le g e  w i l l  
encourage him more th a n  T r i n i ty ,  I t  is  w ish in g  
to  r i s e  in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  and i s  r i s i n g  f a s t , "  (6 )

4, Newman on ly  w en t to  Oxford by chance. He m ight have gone to  
Cambridge j u s t  as e a s i l y .  The p o s t  c h a ise  was a l re a d y  a t  th e  
door b e fo re  i t  w as d e c id e d  to  d r iv e  to  Oxford r a th e r  th a n  
Cambridge, F u rth e rm o re , i t  w as expec ted  t h a t  he would f in d  a
p la c e  a t  E x e te r ,  b u t E x e te r  was f u l l  and th e r e f o r e  he o n ly
went to  T r i n i t y  by d e f a u l t ,

5 , I t  was "a  p la c e  o f  p o r t  and p r e ju d ic e "  -  " J ,  H, Newman", by
C, F , H a rro ld , p ,7 .

6, "A u to b io g rap h ica l W r it in g s " ,  p ,3 5 .
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He was "amused" by th e  " la m e n ta tio n s  in  e v e ry  c o m e r  a t  th e  in c re a s in g

v ig o u r"  and t h o u ^ t  i t  " d e l ig h t f u l "  to  " h e a t th e  g roans o f  th e

o p p r e s s e d " . R e t r o s p e c t i v e l y ,  how ever, he com plained b i t t e r l y ;

f i r s t l y ,  because h i s  t u t o r s  f a i l e d  to  t e a c h  him a n y th in g :

" I  s p e n t fo u r  y e a rs  w ith o u t pD int and by th e
age o f  tvfenty o r  tv /en ty -one  had in  f a c t  to
b eg in  my e d u c a tio n ,"  (7 )

seco n d ly , because  they  n e v e r  gave him any ad eq u a te  s u p e rv is io n :

" I  had as l i t t l e  t u t o r i a l  a s s i s ta n c e  o r  
gu id an ce  as is  e asy  to  co n ce iv e  and found 
m y se lf l e f t  a lm ost to  my own d e v i c e s ,"  (8 )

and t h i r d l y ,  because  th e y  r e f u s e d  to  s to p  th e  d ru n k en  o rg ie s  f o r

w hich th e  c o l le g e  was n o to r io u s .  As an e d u c a to r  Newman in s i s t e d  on

th e  h ig h e s t  o f  e t h i c a l  and m oral s ta n d a r d s ,  b u t he could  h a rd ly  have

ta k e n  th i s  n o t io n  from T r i n i ty ,  Each T r i n i t y  Monday, a f t e r  th e y  had

ta k e n  communion, th e  c o l le g e  commoners began " th e  Gaudy", a r i t u a l

w hereby each  g o t  drunk a t  h i s  own p ace , Newman argued  t h a t  i t

"humbled" th e  c o l le g e ,  c r e a t in g  an in g lo r io u s  r e p u ta t i o n  o f  "bad
( q )

w ine, bad c ig a r s ,  and , , ,  bad s o n g s " , ' He re fu se d  to  ta k e  p a r t  and

o rg an ised  a d e m o n s tra tio n  a g a i n s t  i t ,  b u t h i s  p r o t e s t  p a ssed  a lm o st

u n n o ticed .

He was a v ic t im  o f h is  t u t o r s '  in d i f f e r e n c e  a lm o st from th e  

v e ry  f i r s t .  He w en t up th r e e  w eeks b e fo re  th e  end o f  th e  L en t term^*^

6, "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " ,  p . 35.
7. "A u to b io g rap h ica l W r it in g s " ,  p . 52,
8, "A u to b io g rap h ica l W r it in g s " ,  p .51.
9. "A u to b io g rap h ica l W ritings '%  p p .37-8 .

10, He was a c tu a l ly  a cc ep ted  a t  T r i n i t y  in  December, 181 6 , when 
he was on ly  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  o ld ,  b u t had to  m i t  u n t i l  th e  
fo llo w in g  summer f o r  rooms.
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and d isco v e re d  t h a t  S h o r t  and W ilson  had n o t on ly  stopped  l e c tu r in g  -  

m ost commoners w ere co n seq u en tly  on th e  p o in t  o f  d e p a r t in g  -  h u t had 

a l s o  c lo s e te d  them se lv es  av/ay. Newman, who "had no th o u g h t b u t t h a t
/ o \

o f hard  read in g "  w anted to  lo c a te  them to  a s k  f o r  gu id an ce  w ith

C1 "1 )h i s  v o c a t io n a l  s t u d i e s ,  b u t he f a i l e d  to  f in d  th e m ,'  ̂ He th e r e f o r e  

broke p ro to c o l  by c a l l i n g  somewhat n a iv e ly  on th e  P r e s id e n t ,  Dr, L ee,

( 1 2 )who was a lm ost as e lu s iv e  as S h o rt and W ils o n ,' '  b u t  Lee d e c lin e d  

to  h e lp :  "he l e f t  a l l  such  q u e s tio n s  as Mr, Nev/man a sked to  be

(1 3)answ ered by th e  t u t o r s " . '  By chance how ever, one day b e fo re  h i s  

th r e e  weeks w ere up , Newman happened to  s e e  one o f  th e  tu t o r s  on 

h o rseb ack  r id in g  o u t o f  O xford, and d ash in g  " in to  th e  road  and a b ru p tly  

a c c o s t in g  him (h e ) ask ed  w hat books he  shou ld  re a d " ,^ ^ ^ ^  The t u t o r  

d i r e c te d  him to  h i s  c o lle a g u e  and i t  w as he who u l t im a te ly  p ro v id ed  

th e  in fo rm a tio n  t h a t  Newman r e q u i r e d .  T h is was h a rd ly  a c i v i l i s e d  

way o f welcoming freshm en ,^^^ '^no t was i t  l i k e l y  to  improve c o l le g e  

s ta n d a rd s .  M oreover, i t  bespoke th e  k in d  o f im p erso n a l in d i f f e r e n c e

( 1 5 )w hich Nev/man condemned so ro u n d ly  in  h i s  D isc o u rse s ,

8, "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W rit in g s " , p . 51.
11. S h o r t v i s i t e d  Newman's lo d g in g s  on th e  day o f h i s  a r r i v a l ,  b u t 

f in d in g  him o u t d id  n o t b o th e r  to  c a l l  a g a in . In s te a d ,  he s e n t
a commoner, W illiam  Bowden, who became a c lo s e  f r i e n d  o f Newman
to  make th e  in t ro d u c t io n s  in  h is  s te a d ,

12. Y/hen he f i r s t  v i s i t e d  Lee he  v/as shown in to  an an te-room  and
was fo rg o t te n ,  Wlien he w as r e d is c o v e re d , hov/ever, Lee had gone 
o u t.

13 . "A u to b io g rap h ica l W r it in g s " ,  p ,3 3 .
14. Newman n e v e r  fo rg o t  i t  and r e c a l l e d  in  h i s  memoirs t h a t  as an 

in t ro d u c t io n  to  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  " i t  was n o t o f  a c h a r a c te r  to  
make him a t  l^ome w ith  i t , "

15 . He argued t h a i ^ a ^ ‘*to b e  " p a r t i e s "  to  e v e ry th in g  w hich w en t on. 
See th e  'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p p .121-2 ,



56.

In  h is  f i r s t  y e a r  he had th re e  l e c tu r e s  p e r  w eek in  m athem atics 

and f iv e  in  c l a s s i c s .  The le c tu r e s  on m athem atics w ere so 

" c h i l d i s h ly  easy"^"* ^ ^ th a t  he p r o te s te d ;  S h o r t had p la c e d  him in  th e  

lo w er o f  th e  two s e ts  b ecau se  he e x p ec ted  him to  be ig n o ra n t o f 

E u c l id ,  and n o t u n t i l  Newman had p roven  h i s  d e c la re d  m a ste ry  o f th e  

f i r s t  f iv e  books d id  he prom ote him. Once in  th e  top  s e t ,  how ever, 

Newman s e t  such a h o t  pace t h a t  S h o rt w as unab le  to  c a t e r  f o r  him and 

co n se q u e n tly  in  th e  autumn o f 1 81 8 he was com pelled to  ta k e  a p r iv a te  

t u t o r .  The tu t o r ,  whose name was O gle, coached him f o r  two hours 

each d ay , b u t a lth o u g h  "he behaved in  th e  most l i b e r a l  manner

( 1 7 )p o s s i b l e " , '  'h e  was none th e  l e s s  i n e f f e c t i v e :  when Newman took  h i s  

f i n a l s  in  1820, a lth o u g h  S h o r t and Ogle expected  him to  g e t  a f i r s t ,  

he f a i l e d  even to  g e t  a p ass  "below th e  l i n e " .

Things w ere much th e  sam e in  c l a s s i c s .  O r ig in a l ly  he had one 

l e c t u r e  in  " T a c itu s  ev e ry  m orning e x c e p t T hursday ; (and ) one in  

C ice ro  on W e d n e s d a y , T h e  d e a n , "an  uncommonly good na tu red"^^  

man supplem ented t h i s  by o c c a s io n a lly  le n d in g  him t e x t  books and 

m arking th e  p ro se s  which h e  s e n t  in  e a c h  w eek, b u t by and la r g e  

Newman had to  draw up h i s  own re a d in g  l i s t s  and a s s e s s  h i s  own p ro g re s s .  

Not s u r p r i s in g ly  he made a " s o r ry  and u n s a t i s f a c to ry ^ " 'Ë lsh  o f i t  and 

in  h i s  f i n a l s  on ly  managed to  p a ss  "below  th e  l i n e " .

16 , J .H .N , -  Mrs, Newman, November I 3 , 1817.
17 . "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " ,  p . 34.
18 , J ,H ,N , -  M rs, Newman, O ctober 28, 1817. D r, K insey  w as th e  dean,
19 . "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " , p . 52.
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I n  a s e n se  he had h im se lf  to  blam e. He was f a r  to o  young f o r

u n i v e r s i t y  and D r. N ic h o la s , who "knew th e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s " , h a d

t o ld  him  so , " Im p a tie n t"  and h e a d s tro n g , how ever, he th o u g h t h im s e lf

"more advanced in  th e  s tu d y  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  
O xford th a n  th e  ru n  o f  you ths even two o r  
th r e e  y e a rs  beyond him in  a g e ,"  (20)

He soon d isc o v e re d  h i s  e r r o r :

" I  now see th e  d isa d v a n ta g e  o f  go ing  so 
soon  to  Oxford and b e fo re  I  have th e  g r e a t  
a d d i t io n  o f tim e o f  two o r  th r e e  y e a rs  
f o r  th e r e  a re  s e v e ra l  who know more th a n  I  
do in  l a t i n  and Greek and I  do n o t l i k e  
t h a t , "  ( 21)

and y e t  had h i s  tu t o r s  reco g n ise d  t h i s ,  th e y  co u ld  have h e lp e d  him to

overcome h i s  h an d icap .

T r i n i t y  had n o t as y e t  s u p p lie d  p u b lic  exam iners and th e r e f o r e

S h o r t  and W ilson

"co u ld  n o t a c c u ra te ly  know o r  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  
f e e l  as c e r t a i n  o th e r  tu to r s  cou ld  w hat 
p a r t i c u l a r  r e a d in g  o r  w hat c i r c u m s ta n t ia l  
p r e p a r a t io n  would t e l l  in  fa v o u r  o f t h e i r  
p u p i l s  whom th e y  s e n t  to  th e  Schoo ls f o r  
i t s  h o n o u rs ,"  (22 )

C h r i s t  Church had b een  re p re s e n te d  on th e  ex am in in g  board  a lm o st

w ith o u t a b reak  f o r  tw en ty  y e a r s .  O r ie l  and B rasenose  had b een

re p re s e n te d  s ix  tim es  betw een 1810 and 1820, w h i l s t  B a l l i o l  and

20, "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r it in g s " ,  p . 39.
21, J .H .N . -  M rs, Newman, O ctober 22, I 8I 7 .
22, "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W rit in g s " , p ,4 0  -  Newman gave an exam ple o f

w hat he  m eant. He t r a n s l a t e d  "propium " as "p ro p e r"  in s te a d  o f 
" h is  own"; he knew w hat i t  m eant in  l a t i n  b u t had S h a k e s p e a re 's  
u se  o f  i t  in  "M easure f o r  M easure" in  m ind, " th e  mere e f fu s io n  
o f  th y  p ro p e r  lo in s " .
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E x e te r  had s e n t  exam iners fo u r  tim es  d u rin g  th e  same p e r io d . The

exam iners were s c ru p u lo u s ly  f a i r ,  h u t as Newman s a id ,  th e y  would

"u n d e rs ta n d  a c a n d id a te  b e t t e r  and fo llo w  h is  
le a d  and l i n e  o f  th o u g h t more s y m p a th e tic a l ly ,  
i f  th e y  u n d e rs to o d  h is  p o s i t i o n  o f mind and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a b i t s  th a n  i f  th e se  w ere new to  
th em ,"  ( 22)

T h is  was a s e r io u s  hand icap  and p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  why Newman

f a i l e d  to  f u l f i l  h i s  p ro m ise , b u t i t  does n o t e x p la in  why he f a i l e d

( 24 )

( 25 )so b a d ly . S ta n d a rd s  w ere  n o t e s p e c i a l l y  h ig h  'a n d  m oreover, he had

won th e  T r in i ty  s c h o la r s h ip  a g a in s t  c o n s id e ra b le  o u ts id e  o p p o s itio n . 

The r e a l  re a so n  f o r  h i s  com para tive  f a i l u r e  la y  w ith  h i s  tu to r s  who 

w ere f a r  too  d i s t a n t  to  f a s h io n  th e  k in d  o f ra p p o r t  to  w hich he was 

accustom ed, V/hen he f i r s t  a r r iv e d  i t  was some w eeks f o r  in s ta n c e ,

(25 )b e fo re  S h o rt even  spoke to  him , and a l t h o u ^  once he r e a l i s e d

th a t  Newman was a s tu d e n t  o f e x c e p t io n a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  he began  to  le n d  

him books^^^) and i n v i t e  him to  b r e a k f a s t ,  week in  week o u t he was too

22. "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r it in g s " ,  p,A-0,
23. Hawkins o f  O r ie l ,  who exam ined him in  Re sp o n sio n s , a s k e d  a t  one 

s ta g e  i f  he cou ld  in s c r ib e  a rhombus in  a c i r c l e .  He was g iven  
p assag es  in  G reek, l a t i n ,  r h e t o r i c  and m oral p h ilo so p h y . T here 
w ere a ls o  co m p o sitio n s  in  l a t i n  and lo g i c ,  p lu s  e x a m in a tio n  in  
a t  l e a s t  th r e e  books o f h i s  own ch o ice . T here was no tim e  l i m i t  
and th e  c a n d id a te s  ( t h e r e  w ere  one hundred and t h i r t y - n i n e )  w ere 
allow ed to  p re p a re  rough  co p ie s  b e fo re  su b m it tin g  t h e i r  f i n a l  
d r a f t s ,

24 . T here w ere s ix  c a n d id a te s  from  T r i n i t y ,  two fro m  W o rce s te r , one 
from E x e te r ,  one from  Rugby and one who w as n o t a member o f  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty .  The ex am in a tio n  l a s t e d  tvfo days and c o n s is te d  o f 
v e r s e ,  l a t i n  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  l a t i n  them es, a chorus o f E u r ip id e s ,  
an E n g lish  them e, P la to ,  L u c re tu s , Xenophon and L ivy,

25 . "Mr, S h o r t has n o t y e t  spoken to  me th o u ^  l e c tu r e s  have begun", 
J.H .N . -  Mrs, Newman, O ctober 22, I 8I 7 ,

26. The f i r s t  book he l e n t  him w as a d i s s e r t a t i o n  on E u c l id ,
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re s e rv e d  and a lo o f  to  make a zeal im p re ss io n  upon Newman's i n t e l l e c t u a l

developm ent, W ilson was e q u a lly  in c a p a b le  o f  s t im u la t in g  him. I t  is

t r u e  t h a t  in  Newman's f i n a l  te rm  he coached him f o r  "tw o, sometimes f iv e

( 27 )hou rs p e r  day " , b u t a t  th a t  s ta g e  i t  was to o  l a t e .

D uring  th e  summer v a c a t io n  o f 1819 Newman "fagged" n in e  hours

p e r  day and from  th e n  onwards "g o t up w in te r  and summer a t  5 o r  6

h a rd ly  a llo w in g  (h im se lf )  tim e f o r  , , ,  m e a l s " , I n  th e  s ix  months

p re c e d in g  h is  f i n a l s  he im proved on t h i s  by a v e ra g in g  tw elve hours

p e r  day: " i f  one day I  re a d  on ly  n in e ,  I  re a d  th e  n e x t f i f t e e n " .  T his

e x tra o rd in a ry  a p p e t i te  f o r  work would d o u b tle s s  have se rv ed  him w e ll

had he b een  p ro p e r ly  su p e rv is e d . I f  on ly  th e r e  had b een  "a r o u t in e

p re s c r ib e d  ( a t  T r in i ty )  in  w hich th e  s tu d e n t  (w as) o b lig e d  to  move

( 29 )w ith o u t ch o ice  o f h is  own" he would n e v e r  have c a r r i e d  h i s  

en thusiasm  to  such e x c e ss . As i t  w as how ever, he so overw orked th a t  

he l o s t  h is  head u t t e r l y ,  b ro k e  dov/n and a f t e r  v a in  a t te m p ts  f o r  

s e v e ra l  days had to  r e t i r e  " in  a s t a t e  o f  nervoud e x h a u s tio n ,

Newman's e x p e rie n c e s  a t  T r i n i t y  w ere  th e r e f o r e  c h a s te n in g .

T here  was n o th in g  i l lu m in a t in g  o r  e n r ic h in g  abou t them, and y e t

27. At t h a t  s ta g e  Newman knew t h a t  he had c o n c e n tra te d  too  much on 
th e  c l a s s i c s .  He re c o rd e d  s tu d y in g  P atav ium , T h u cy d id es , L ivy , 
A r i s t o t l e ,  S o p h o c le s, A eschy lus and so on, b u t " l i t t l e  o r  no 
m a th s" , and to ld  h i s  f a t h e r  t h a t  he would have to  throw  h is  
c l a s s i c s  "overboard" i f  he was to  b r in g  h is  m athem atics in to  
p o r t ,

28, "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " , p,4& .
29. "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " , p . 52.
30 , "A u to b io g rap h ica l W rit in g s " , p . 47 -  He broke down a g a in  in

1827 , b u t on t h a t  o c c a s io n  he w as s e r v in g  on th e  ex am in in g
board .
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d e s p i te  h av in g  to  rub  sh o u ld e rs  w ith  commoners who d rank  them se lv es  

b l in d  and t u t o r s  who abso lved  them selves  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  

he co n tin u ed  to  engage in  a v a r i e t y  o f l i b e r a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  He con

tin u e d  f o r  exam ple, to  en jo y  m usic , indu lged  in  o r ig in a l  com positions

( 31 )and jo in e d  an o r c h e s t r a ;  "The B rasenose  H a m o n ic " , ' '  He h e lp ed  to  

e s t a b l i s h  a c o l le g e  d e b a t in g  s o c ie ty  and a book c lu b . He s p e n t lo n g  

hours re a d in g  th e  B ib le  and le a r n in g  p assag es  by h e a r t , '  '  He w ro te  

a c r i t i q u e  on th e  p la y s  o f A eschylus and a n o th e r  on A r i s t o t l e 's  

" P o e tic s " ,  He sp e n t weeks t r a n s c r ib in g  L a r c h e r 's  n o te s  on H ero d o tu s , 

and w ro te  poems; one w as in s p ir e d  by th e  m assacre  o f  S t ,  B artholom ew 's 

Eve^^^) and a n o th e r  w r i t t e n  in  p r a i s e  o f N a tu re  and God, H elped

by W illiam  Bowden he began a p e r io d i c a l  b a se d  on A d d iso n 's  " S p e c ta to r"  

c a l le d  "The u n d e rg ra d u a te " . He g o t in te r e s te d  in  ch e m is try  and 

a tte n d e d  le c tu r e s  on geo logy , m in era lo g y , and h i s to r y .  These 

a c t i v i t i e s  w ere  in  l i n e  w ith  th e  l i b e r a l  p u r s u i t s  to  w hich he had 

always been a d d ic te d , b u t i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  he p u rsued  them in  

s p i t e  o f T r i n i t y  and n o t b eca u se  o f  i t .

He co n tin u ed  to  t a k e  h is  e d u c a tio n  s e r i o u s l y  and s t i l l  re g a rd e d  

i t  as he had done a t  h is  f a t h e r ' s  knee as "a  h ig h  w ord". F u rth e rm o re ,

31 • He took p a r t  in  t h e i r  p u b lic  c o n c e r ts .  On one o c c a s io n  fo r
exam ple, th e y  p re s e n te d  a programme o f m usic by W in te r , Haydn,
V a c a r r i ,  Romberg, H andel, R io t te ,  D i t t e r s  and M ozart,

32 . As tim e w n t on he became in c r e a s in g ly  s p i r i t u a l  and in t r o s p e c t iv e ,
33 . See Appendix 'F ' ,  I t  t o ld  o f " th e  u n fo r tu n a te  u n io n  o f a

p r o te s t a n t  gen tlem an  and a C a th o lic  la d y ,  ending  in  th e  t r a g i c
d ea th  o f b o th  th ro u g h  th e  m a ch in a tio n s  o f a c r u e l  f a n a t i c a l  
p r i e s t , "  The poemw as w r i t t e n  w ith  Bowden's h e lp  and w as 
p u b lish e d ,

34. See Appendix 'G ',
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hav in g  m issed th e  c lo se  p e rs o n a l  t i e s  which e x is te d  betw een h im se lf  

and Dr, N ich o las  he was made c o n sc io u s ly  aw are o f  th e  need f o r  a t u t o r  

to  f o s t e r  harm onious and i n f l u e n t i a l  bonds w ith  h i s  s tu d e n t s ,  and h is  

th e o r ie s  o f p u p i l - te a c h e r  r e la t io n s h ip s  vrere h e n c e fo r th  a s s e s s e d  

w i th in  th e  c o n te x t o f h is  u n d e rg ra d u a te  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  T r i n i t y  and 

n e v e r in  th e  a b s t r a c t .  He fo rg av e  S h o rt f o r  h i s  c u l p a b i l i ty  b u t he 

n e v e r fo rg o t  i t .

In  1822 Newman w as e le c te d  a f e l lo w  o f  O r ie l ,  C u l le r  has s a i d  

t h a t  t h i s  marked a tu rn in g  p o in t  in  h i s  l i f e ,  th e  p o in t  from which 

h is  p h ilo so p h y  o f  e d u c a t io n  can be d a te d . I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  

l a t t e r ' s  th in k in g  a c q u ire d  new dim ensions as a r e s u l t  o f h is

(35 )e x p e rie n c e s  a t  O r ie l ,  As a c o l le g e  t u t o r  and a u n iv e r s i ty  e x a m in e r , ' 

he was more f u l l y  in v o lv ed  in  e d u c a tio n  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re ,  and had 

th e r e f o r e  to  d e f  in e  h i s  id eas  and p u t them in to  p r a c t i c e  in  a much 

more d e f i n i t e  w ay. T h is  d id  n o t mean how ever, t h a t  he r e a c te d  to  

O r i e l 's  e th o s  p a s s iv e ly  and im i ta t iv e ly .  He claim ed l a t e r  t h a t  

th in k in g  was s e le c t iv e  and co m p ara tiv e , open-ended and ju d ic io u s ,  

and th e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n o t s u r p r is in g  to  f in d  th a t  a lth o u g h  he was 

p ro fo u n d ly  im pressed  by th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  id e a lism  w hich th e  g ia n ts  

o f th e  O rie l  common room p e r s o n i f ie d ,  he r e b e l le d  a g a i n s t  th e  nega

t i v e  s c e p tic is m  f o r  w hich th e y w e re  e q u a l ly  as famed.

C u l le r  has ana ly sed  Newman's e d u c a tio n a l  th o u g h t and e s p e c ia l ly  

h is  id e a  o f l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n  in  a m a s te r ly  fa s h io n .  He has s e t  i t

35 . He a lso  s e rv e d  as a p ro p ro c to r  and u n iv e r s i ty  c o n s ta b le .
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in  a b ro a d e r  p e r s p e c t iv e  th a n  anyone e l s e ,  b u t he was c h ie f ly  i n t e r 

e s te d  in  i t s  s c h o la s t i c  im p lic a t io n s  -  he w ent back to  m ed ieval tim es  

and beyond to  d is c o v e r  a n a lo g ie s  betw een Newman and th e  sa g e s  o f  th e  

p a s t  -  and te n d ed  th e r e f o r e  to  ig n o re  th e  ways in  w hich Newman a c tu a l ly  

came to  a c c e p t  i t ,  Newman s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  seed s o f  h i s  th in k in g  w ere 

sown e a r l y :  " th e  s u b je c t  o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n "  he s a i d ,  "hqs e v e r  had 

a h o ld  on my m i n d " , a n d  th e r e f o r e  in s te a d  o f  im p lan tin g  t h i s  

n o t io n  in  Newman’ s v i r g i n  mind th e  fe llo w s  o f  O r ie l  m ere ly  c u l t iv a t e d  

and developed a n o t io n  v/hich he a lre a d y  p o s se sse d .

In  1820 when he re tu rn e d  to  T r i n i t y  to  ta k e  p r iv a t e  pup i l s  

Newman embarked upon th e  s tu d y  o f  a w ide ra n g e  o f s u b je c t s :  o p t i c s ,  

h y d r o s t a t i c s ,  anatom y, c h e m is try , g eo lo g y , Hebrew, P e r s ia n  and 

A ra b ic , He read  P l a t o ,  E u r ip id e s ,  A r is to p h a n e s , C ic e ro  and Hume, 

c a r r i e d  o u t ch em ica l e x p e r im e n ts , w ro te  m usic and s tu d ie d  lo g ic  and 

n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y , T h e  im p e r ia lism  o f t h i s  p r o j e c t  a l l i e d  to  

th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  w hich m o tiv a te d  i t  -  Newman s tu d ie d  th e s e  s u b je c ts  

b ecau se  he found them i n t r i n s i c a l l y  v a lu a b le  -  i s  p ro o f  s u f f i c i e n t  

t h a t  p r i o r  to  h i s  e l e c t i o n  he a l re a d y  owned th e  k in d  o f  m en tal c u l tu r e  

w hich C e p le s to n , D av iso n , P usey , K eble and th e  o th e rs  would have

( 39 )re c o g n ise d  as l i b e r a l  and t h a t  was th e  re a so n  why th e y  ap p o in ted  him.

36 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p ,1 ,
37. He to o k  fo u r  p u p i ls  and charged them £1 00 each , £$0  more th a n  

Mr, Ogle had charged  him .
38 , The c u rr ic u lu m  a t  O xford a t  t h a t  tim e w as v e ry  narrow . T here was 

no modern h i s t o r y ,  no modem p h ilo so p h y , no n a t u r a l  o r  a p p lie d  
p h ilo so p h y , no n a t u r a l  o r  a p p lie d  s c ie n c e s  and no lan g u ag es  
e x c e p t l a t i n  and G reek,

39. I t  w as w e ll  known t h a t  O r i e l 's  f e l lo w s  n ev er p a id  undue a t t e n t i o n  
to  a c a n d i d a te 's  academ ic r e p u ta t io n  -  th e y  w e re  more in t e r e s te d  
in  th e  man, h i s  e t h i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  and s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
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The y e a rs  w hich Newman sp e n t a t  O r ie l  w ere c a t a l y s t i c a l l y

fo rm a tiv e . O r ie l  was a power house o f s c h o la s t ic is m  and Newman's

i n t e l l e c t  was e n e rv a te d , e x c i te d  and e d i f i e d  a s  i t  had n e v e r  been

b e fo re .  He f e l l  i n s t a n t l y  u n d er th e  w ingof W hately ,^^^^  th e  most

i l l u s t r i o u s  o f  th e  N o e tic s ,  and f o r  a tim e was c a p t iv a te d  by th e  lo g ic

o f h is  a rgum en ts , A f te r  th r e e  o r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  how ever, in  1826 o r

1827 he becam e c r i t i c a l  o f Y /h a te ly 's  th in k in g  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  i t

was undu ly  e g o c e n tr ic .  He re c o g n ise d  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r ' s  c r i t i c i s m ,

C h 2 )and e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  c h u rch , was d e v a s t a t i n g , '  '  b u t 

i t  r e s te d  in  e ssen ce  upon h is  own p r iv a t e  judgem ent and e v a lu a t io n ;  

he saw th in g s  s u b je c t iv e ly  th ro u g h  h is  own eyes and n o t th ro u g h  G od 's, 

At t h a t  tim e  Newman was p a s s in g  th ro u g h  a p hase  o f  deep 

s p i r i t u a l  c o n te m p la tio n . He had ta k e n  o rd e rs  in  1824 and had been 

o rd a in e d  in  1825. H is s c h o la r s h ip  was a lm ost e n t i r e l y  th e o lo g ic a l :  

in  1 823 f o r  exam ple, he drew up an argum ent based  on S t ,  Chrysostom  

and o th e r  f a th e r s  f o r  th e  s t r i c t  o b servance  o f  th e  sab b a th . He w ro te  

a " L ife  o f A p o llo n iu s"  in  1824 and an e ssay  on "M ira c le s"  in  1825.

In  1 826 he began h i s  h i s to r y  o f  th e  e a r ly  church  and a y e a r  l a t e r  drew 

up a d efen ce  o f i n f a n t  bap tism . In  1828 he began  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  to

40 , R ichard  Y /hate ly , I 787- I 863 . He was th e  b e s t  o f  Newman's t e a c h e r s
and was th e  m ost famous o f O r i e l 's  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  He was a
l i b e r a l  and im pressed  Newman w ith  h is  argum ents a g a in s t  s t a t e  
i n te r f e r e n c e  in  church  a f f a i r s .  He became b ish o p  o f  D ub lin ,

41 , They even w ro te  a book on lo g ic  to g e th e r :  i t  w as c a l l e d  
"E lem ents o f  L ogic" and was p u b lish e d  in  1 826, He became c u ra te  
o f  S t ,  C lem en ts , a p a r is h  in  th e  p o o re r  p a r t  o f  Oxford,

42 , ’tVhately convinced  Newman t h a t  th e  church  w as d iv in e  and was
th e r e f o r e  in d ep en d en t o f  th e  s t a t e  and Newman h e r e a f t e r  c lu n g  to
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .



64.

read  th e  f a th e r s  and l a t e r  w ro te  a h i s t o r y  o f  th e  A ria n  Church.

He became a c u ra te  to  th e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  C lem en t's  in  th e  p o o re r  p a r t  

o f  Oxford in  1825 b e fo re  b e in g  r a i s e d  to  th e  v ic a ra g e  o f  S t .  M a iy 's ,  

th e  u n iv e r s i ty  chu rch , in  1828, T h is  w as a p e r io d  th e r e f o r e  when 

Newman was hav ing  to  fo rm u la te  h is  r e l i g io u s  o p in io n s  and t r a n s l a t e  

them in to  a c t io n .  M oreover, hav in g  been  ap p o in ted  th e  ju n io r  o f 

O r i e l 's  fo u r  tu to r s  in  1826 and a u n iv e r s i ty  exam in er in  1827, he had 

a ls o  to  commence h i s  p r o f e s s io n a l  c a r e e r  as a te a c h e r  and app ly  h is  

e d u c a tio n a l  id e a s . T hese y e a rs  th e n , 1826 and 1827, w ere d e c is iv e .

I t  was a c c id e n ta l  t h a t  he shou ld  have commenced h is  p r i e s t l y  m in is try  

a t  ro u g h ly  th e  same tim e  as he began h i s  c a r e e r  as a u n iv e r s i ty  

te a c h e r ,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  f o r e v e r  

a f t e r  he reg a rd ed  th e  one as com plem entary to  th e  o th e r .

I t  was a t  O r ie l ,  a t  th e  same tim e as he was p re a c h in g  from  th e  

p u lp i t  o f S t .  M a ry 's , t h a t  Newman b egan  to  ap p ly  h is  e d u c a tio n a l  id eas  

f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e on a l a r g e  s c a le .  W ith in  two y e a rs  o f  h i s  a p p o in t

ment as a ju n io r  t u t o r  he a l re a d y  had a r e p u ta t i o n  as a h a rd  ta s k  

m a ste r. He had begun by s e t t i n g

" , , ,  h im s e lf  f i e r c e l y  a g a in s t  th e  Gentlem an 
commoners, young men o f b i r t h ,  w e a lth  o r  
p ro s p e c ts  whom he c o n s id e re d  (o f  co u rse  w ith  
r e a l  e x c e p tio n s )  to  b e  th e  s c a n d a l  and r u in  
o f  th e  p la c e .  O r ie l  he c o n s id e re d  was lo s in g  
i t s  h ig h  r e p u te  th ro u g h  them and he behaved 
tow ards them w ith  a h a u g h tin e s s  w hich in c u rre d  
t h e i r  b i t t e r  r e s e n tm e n t,"  (44 )

45 . An a r t i c l e  on C ic e ro  w hich appeared  in  th e  "E ncyclopaed ia  
M e tro p o lita n a "  w as h i s  on ly  p ie c e  o f  s e c t a r i a n  s c h o la r s h ip ,

44. "A u to b io g rap h ica l W r it in g s " ,  p . 89.
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L ike  th e  young b loods o f T r i n i t y ,  O r i e l 's  commoners d id  l i t t l e  o r

no s tu d y in g  b u t  d re ssed  e x tra v a g a n tly ,  ro d e  to  hounds and h a b i tu a l l y

made m erry . T h is was n o t  Nev/man's u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f e d u c a tio n  and

c o n se q u e n tly  he com plained to  C o p le sto n , th e  aged p ro v o s t and T y le r ,

h is  d e a n . He asked  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  s to p  i t  -  he th o u g h t t h a t  i f  he

had g r e a t e r  a c c e ss  to  th e s e  young men he co u ld  a l t e r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  -

b u t C o p le sto n  and T y le r ,  who had to l e r a te d  t h i s  b eh av io u r f o r  a

g e n e ra t io n  and more, re fu se d  to  g iv e  t h e i r  p e rm is s io n  and so  Newman

was e v e n tu a l ly  com pelled to  ta k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  h im se lf .

He had a ls o  a t ta c k e d  th e  system  o f  p r iv a te  t u i t i o n  w hich he

c o n s id e re d  to  b e  i n e f f i c i e n t  and f r a u d u le n t  and had l a i d  i t  down

" th a t  on such o f h is  p u p i ls  as w ished  to  work
f o r  academ ical h o n o u rs , he w as bound to  bestow  
tim e and t r o u b le  o u ts id e  t h a t  fo rm al l e c tu r e  
ro u t in e  w hich w as p ro v id ed  f o r  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  
w ith  such  you ths he c u l t iv a t e d  r e l a t i o n s ,  n o t 
o n ly  o f  in tim a cy , b u t o f f r i e n d s h ip  and a lm ost 
o f  e q u a l i ty ,  p u t t in g  o f f  as much a s  m ight b e , 
th e  m a r t in e t  manner th e n  in  f  a sh io n  w ith  
c o l le g e  t u t o r s ,  and s e e k in g  t h e i r  s o c ie ty  in  
o u td o o r e x e rc is e ,  on e v e n in g s , i n v a c a t i o n , "  ( 4 5 )

The m a jo r i ty  o f tu to r s  took  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e i r  s tu d e n t s ' p ro g re s s

and asked  e x t r a  fe e s  f o r  th e  ty p e  o f s u p e rv is io n  w hich Ne^vman was

o f f e r in g  g r a t i s .  Most o f  them w ere c l e r i c s  and reg a rd ed  te a c h in g  as

a means to  an  end by u s in g  t h e i r  o f f ic e s  to  jo u s t  f o r  th e  m ost

l u c r a t i v e  and magnanimous o f church  l i v in g s ,  b u t Newman's a t te m p t to

show them up made l i t t l e  headway.

45. "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W rit in g s " , p . 90,
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In  1828 how ever, O r ie l ’ s nev/ p ro v o s t ,  Edward Hawkins, ap p o in te d

two new t u t o r s :  R obert W ilb e rfo rc e  and H u r r e l l  F ro u d e , and a s  Newman

was now th e  s e n io r  o f  O r i e l 's  t u t o r s  and v ic a r  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  ch u rch ,

he f e l t  b rav e  enough to  ta k e  m a tte r s  in to  h i s  own han d s, W ilb e rfo rc e

and F roude soon b ecame h is  c lo s e s t  f r ie n d s  and to g e th e r  w ith  D o m fo rd ,

th e  f o u r th  t u t o r ,  th e y  a tte m p te d  to  s e i z e  c o n t ro l  o f  O r i e l 's  t u t o r i a l s .

They a rran g ed  t h e i r  d u t ie s  w ith o u t re c o u rs e  to  H aw kins, a c c e p tin g  a

f ix e d  number o f  s tu d e n ts  each and assum ing  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  n o t o n ly

f o r  t h e i r  academ ic w e lf a r e  b u t a ls o  f o r  t h e i r  m oral w e ll -b e in g : th e y

w ere to  b e p a s to r s  as w e l l  a s  t e a c h e r s ,  Newman n e v e r  inform ed Hawkins

o f  t h i s  p la n ,  e i t h e r  ou t o f  f e a r  o f  em b arrass in g  him -  i f  Hawkins was

asked  to  g iv e  th e  scheme h is  b le s s in g  o f f i c i a l l y  he m ight have had to

r e f u s e  -  o r  o u t o f  ap p reh en sio n  l e s t  he would n o t ag ree  in  p r in c i p l e .

A llw  e n t w e ll  f o r  a tim e :

" I t  began to  b e  th e  f a s h io n  a t  O r ie l  to  b e 
r e g u la r  in  academ ic co n d u c t, and adm ission  to  
th e  t u t o r s '  s e t  became an o b je c t  o f  am b itio n  , , ,
F i r s t s  were once more , , .  in  th e  o f f in g ,"  ( 4 6 )

b u t in  th e  L en t te rm  o f  1829 Hawkins in te rv e n e d  and to ld  Newman to

end th e  scheme, Newman, W ilb e rfo rc e  and Froude re fu s e d  and Hawkins

th e r e f o r e  s to p p e d  t h e i r  p u p il s  : th e y  w e re  allow ed to  keep th o se  th e y

a lre a d y  had b u t cou ld  n o t r e c e iv e  any more.

The p ro v o s t  a rg u ed  t h a t  Newman had no r i g h t  to  im press h i s  own

co n cep ts  upon s tu d e n ts  w hov /ere  young and im p re ss io n a b le  and l i k e

46 . " A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W rit in g s " ,
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Jo w e tt he took  th e  l i n e  t h a t  i t  was a t u t o r 's  d u ty  to  make h is  p u p i l s  

th in k  f o r  th e m se lv es . However, had Hawkins o b je c te d  to  Newman's 

a ttem p ted  coup on p u re ly  e d u c a tio n a l g rounds he would s u re ly  have 

in te rv e n e d  e a r l i e r ,  lYhat th e n  w as h i s  m otive?

Hawkins was a somewhat o v e rb e a rin g  and d i c t a t o r i a l  a d m in is t r a to r ,  

one who took  i t  f o r  g ra n te d  t h a t  h i s  s u b o rd in a te s  w ere lo y a l  and 

o b e d ie n t and th e r e f o r e  Newman's in d ep en d en t l i n e  o ffen d ed  him. But 

he was even more u p s e t by Newman's o p p o s it io n  to  th e  r e - e l e c t i o n  o f 

S i r  R obert P e e l , In  1829 P e e l ,  who had b een  c h ie f ly  in s tru m e n ta l in  

d r iv in g  th e  C a th o lic  E m ancipa tion  b i l l  th ro u g h  th e  Commons, re s ig n e d  

as M,P, f o r  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  and su b m itte d  h im se lf  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n .  He 

had been  accused  o f b e t r a y in g  th e  A n g lic an  cause and su b m itted  h im se lf  

f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  to  s a lv a g e  h is  honour, Harwkins p le d g ed  P e e l h is  

su p p o r t and canvassed  on h is  b e h a l f  w h i l s t  Nev/man le d  th e  o p p o s itio n , 

and in  a b la z e  o f p u b l i c i t y  i t  w as Newman who won th e  day ,

Hawkins was d e e p ly  o ffen d ed  and d e c id e d  to  ta k e  Newman down a s t e p ,  

by d e p r iv in g  him o f s tu d e n t s .  I t  m igh t b e  argued  t h a t  Newman w as
(  Il8  1t a c t l e s s  and u n d ip lo m a tic  in  th e  way in  w hich he han d led  Hawkins, 

b u t w here p r in c ip le  w as concerned he was alv/ays in c l in e d  to  in d is c r e 

t io n s  o f t h i s  k in d ; d is s im u la t io n  n e v e r  in t e r e s te d  him.

H is c a r e e r  as a u n iv e r s i ty  t u t o r  w as th e r e f o r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t ;  

seven  y e a rs  in  a l l ,  b u t i t  v/as fo rm a tiv e  b ecau se  some tw e n ty  y e a rs  l a t e r

47. Newman opposed P e e l b e c a u se  he th o u g h t "a  g r e a t  u n iv e r s i ty  ought
n o t to  b e  b u l l i e d " ,

48 , Hav/kins owed Newman a g r e a t  d e a l  s in c e  i t  was Newman's can v a ss in g
w hich secu red  h is  e l e c t i o n  a s  p ro v o s t.
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in  I r e la n d  he e r e c te d  a system  o f t u t o r i a l  s u p e rv is io n  which was 

a lm o st id e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  which he had o r ig in a l ly  d e v ise d  a t  O r ie l ,

He o n ly  ap p o in ted  tu t o r s  who w ere  c a p a b le  o f b u i ld in g  in t im a te  and 

harm onious r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  and co n seq u en tly  th e  

k in d  o f rowdyism w hich he o b je c te d  to  so s t r o n g ly  a t  T r i n i ty  and O r ie l  

n e v e r  occu rred  in  D ub lin .

ViThat s o r t  o f a t u t o r  was he? A cco rd ing  to  Thomas M ozley, one

o f h is  p u p i l s ,  he was ”f i r s t  t u t o r ,  th e n  p re a c h e r  and p a s to r ,  then

w r i t e r " . M o z l e y  claim ed th a t

" th e  i n t e r e s t  f e l t  by Newman f o r  h is  p u p i ls  and 
by h is  p u p ils  f o r  him was c o n ta g io u s , f o r  young 
men a r e  c e r t a in  to  f in d  o u t q u ic k ly  who r e a l l y  
c a re s  f o r  them and has i n t e r e s t s  in  common w ith  
them. T here w ere p le n ty  o f  c o lle g e  t u t o r s  in  
th o se  days whose r e l a t i o n  to  th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  
abou t them v/as s im ply  o f f i c i a l  and nom inal.
Newman s to o d  in  th e  p la c e  o f  a f a t h e r ,  o r  an 
e ld e r  and a f f e c t io n a te  b r o th e r .  T here w e re  
indeed  in t r a c ta b le  s u b je c t s  a t  O r ie l  as th e re  
a re  eveiyw here, b u t some o f  th o s e  v e ry  men 
became in  a f t e r  y e a rs  r e p e n te n t  and a rd e n t  
a d m ire rs ."  ( 49 )

A t f i r s t  he had some d is c ip l in a r y  p rob lem s:

" I  have some tro u b le  w ith  my h o rse s  as you may 
im ag ine, f o r  w henever th e y  g e t  a nev/ coachman, 
th e y  make an e f f o r t  to  g e t  th e  r e in s  s la c k .
But I  s h a l l  b e  v e ry  o b s t in a te ,  though t h e i r  
c u rv e t t in g s  and sh y in g s  a r e  v e ry  t  ry in g , " ( 50 )

He was e s p e c i a l l y  " o b s t in a te "  tow ards la te c o m e rs . On one o c c a s io n  a

c u l p r i t  p lead ed  t h a t  he had f a i l e d  to  h e a r  th e  c lo c k  w hereupon Newman

49. "R em in iscences" , by T. M ozley, V0I . I , p p .180 -1 .
30 . J .H .N , -  H a r r i e t t  N ., November 1 , 1826.
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c u t him dovm w ith  th e  c u r t  re sp o n se  t h a t  " i t  had s tru c k  a s  many as i t

(51 )e v e r  c o u ld " ,^  Lord B la ck fo rd  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he w as "a  m a s te r  o f  a 

fo rm id a b le  and sp eak in g  s i l e n c e  c a lc u la te d  to  q u e l l  any o rd in a ry  

im p e r tin e n c e " , b u t  be t h i s  as i t  may, h i s  p u p ils  l ik e d  him w e l l  enough 

to  p r e s e n t  him w ith  t h i r t y - s i x  e x p e n s iv e ly  bound volum es in  I 8j 1 ,

G eo ffrey  F a b e r  has d e s c r ib e d  Nev/man a s a " te a c h e r  o f e x c e p t io n a l

( 5 2 )g e n iu s " ,  one who was com parable to  Mark P a t t i s o n  o r  Benjam in

J o w e tt ,  Newman c e r t a in l y  produced  s tu d e n ts  o f  e x c e p t io n a l  q u a l i ty  as 

Hawkins d is c o v e re d  to  h is  c o s t .  Between 1829 and 1 833 he p re s e n te d  

fo u r  c la s s e s  f o r  g ra d u a t io n  and e le v e n  o f h is  p u p i l s  g a in e d  f i r s t s ,

( 5 3 )b u t hav ing  re p la c e d  Newman, Ï Ï i lb e r f o r c e  and F roude w ith  l e s s e r  men, 

th e  p ro v o s t d is c o v e re d  th a t  h is  new t u t o r s  cou ld  on ly  m u ste r f iv e  

f i r s t s  betw een them o v er a s im i la r  p e r io d  o f  tim e .^ ^ ^ ^  Once Newman*s 

t u t o r i a l s  ended . O r i e l 's  academ ic r e p u ta t io n  th e r e f o r e  began  to  d e c l in e

( 55 )and i t  n ev e r re c o v e re d  i t s  p re -em in en ce . He w as c e r t a i n l y  a

p e rso n  o f c o n s id e ra b le  m agnetism , and ta u g h t from h is  p u lp i t  in  th e  

1 8 3 0 ' s  d u r in g  th e  T r a c ta r ia n  c o n tro v e rsy  to  a much l a r g e r  au d ien ce  

th a n  e v e r  b e fo re .  He became a f ig u r e  o f  n a t io n a l  im portance and y e t  

he n e v e r  made th e  k in d  o f im pact on O x fo rd 's  e d u c a t io n a l  t r a d i t i o n  

w hich Jo w e tt d id .  He " f e l t  t h a t  h i s  v o c a tio n  la y  in  t e a c h i n g " ^ a n d

5 1 . "The Oxford Common Room", by V, H, G reen, p . 88.
52 . " Jo w e tt"  by G. F a b e r ,  p . 357.
53 . He re p la c e d  them w ith  G, A. D en iso n , J ,  C o p le s to n , and

R, D ickson  Hampden,
54. 1 834-1 837.
55 . V. H. Green b e l ie v e s  t h a t  " O r ie l  had a lre a d y  p a sse d  i t s  z e n i th "  

when Newman a rriv ed  -  "The Oxford Common Room", p . 88,
56 . "A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r it in g s " ,  p .6 0 .



70.

y e t  O xford a f fo rd e d  him r e l a t i v e l y  few o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f  consummating

( 5 7 )t h i s  id e a l .  He was a " w itn e s s "  r a th e r  th a n  an " a c to r " '  and a

c r i t i c  r a t h e r  th a n  a d i s c i p l e  and th e r e f o r e  had he rem ained a t  Oxford

in d e f i n i t e l y  h is  r e p u ta t io n  as an e d u c a to r  would p ro b ab ly  have n ev e r

a t ta in e d  th e  h e ig h ts  w hich i t  now e n jo y s .

However, O xford was im p o rtan t in  a n o th e r  r e s p e c t .  H aving been 

f r u s t r a t e d  as a t u t o r ,  Newman tu rn e d  h is  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  lo w er l e v e l s  

o f  e d u c a tio n , and in  h is  c a p a c i ty  a s  a p r i e s t  he opened a Sunday 

sc h o o l and a ragged  sc h o o l a t  L i t t le m o re .

57 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p . 2.
58 . T h is  i s  th e  l i n e  w hich W. Robbins t a k e s  in  h is  book "The Newman 

B ro th e rs " .
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CHAPTER FIVE

HIS EARLY VENTURES

1 • H is  v e n tu re  on b e h a l f  o f th e  lo w er c la s s e s  a t  L i t t le m o re

V, A« M cC lelland  h as  compared Newman u n fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  C a rd in a l

Manning, He p r a i s e d  Manning f o r

" tu r n in g  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  work o f  p ro v id in g  
s c h o o ls  and orphanages f o r  th e  p o o r and th e n  f o r  
th e  m idd le c l a s s " ,  (1 )

( 2 )b u t a t ta c k e d  Newman, who "n e v e r l iv e d  o r  worked am ongst th e  p o o r " , '  

f o r  c o n c e n tr a t in g  on th e  e d u c a tio n  o f th e  r i c h  and p r iv i le g e d  a t  th e  

expense o f  th e  d e p riv e d  and i l l i t e r a t e  m asses , M cC lelland  was j u s t i 

f ie d  in  p r a i s in g  Manning who in s p ir e d  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  hundreds o f 

e lem en ta ry  s c h o o ls ,  b u t he  was wrong to  accu se  Newman o f  c la s s  d i s t i n c 

t i o n ,  Newman knew w hat p o v e r ty  m eant. A t Oxford f o r  exam ple , he was 

so p oo r t h a t  in  1820 and 1821 he cou ld  h a r d ly  pay h i s  b i l l s  and 

accep ted  p r i v a t e  p u p i l s  a t  t h a t  p o in t ,  n o t  b ecau se  he was b u rn in g  w ith  

a d e s i r e  to  te a c h ,  b u t  s im p ly  because  he needed th e  money^"^^Furthermore, 

as a c u ra te  a t  S t ,  C le m e n t 's  w hich was one o f  th e  p o o re s t  p a r is h e s  in  

O xford, he s p e n t lo n g  h o u rs  o rg a n is in g  c o l le c t io n s  f o r  c h a r i t i e s ,  

h e lp in g  widows and o rphans and m in is te r in g  to  th e  s ic k .  M oreover, 

th e  v e ry  f i r s t  e d u c a tio n a l  e n te r p r i s e s  t h a t  he was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

w ere c h ie f ly  d es ig n ed  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  s u f f e r in g  o f  th e  p o o r.

B esid es  b e in g  v i c a r  o f  S t ,  M aiy*s, Newman was a ls o  in  ch arg e  

o f  th e  p a r is h  o f  L i t t le m o re  w hich la y  j u s t  o u ts id e  O xford, and i t  was

1 , 'C a rd in a l  M an n in g ', by V, A, M cC le lland , p ,3 1 .
2 , ^ C ard in a l M an n in g ', by V. A. M cC le lland , p , l 8 ,
3 , He took  as  many as s i x  o r  seven  a t  any one tim e.
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th e r e  t h a t  he opened a  Sunday sch o o l in  1 829 and a rag g ed  sch o o l in  

1838 to  c a t e r  f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  u n d e rp r iv i le g e d .

A t t h a t  tim e p o v e r ty  and i l l i t e r a c y  w ere w id esp read , The 

w orkhouse sy stem  was in tro d u c e d  in  I 834  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  p rob lem  o f  

p o v e r ty ,  b u t  i t  was l e f t  to  th e  church  to  ta c k le  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  

i l l i t e r a c y ,  and th e r e f o r e  Newman's i n t e r e s t  in  p o o r sch o o ls  was an 

in e v i ta b l e  fa c e to fc ijiip a ro c h ia l d u t i e s .

R e la t iv e ly  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t th e  L i t t le m o re  Sunday sc h o o l 

and even  l e s s  ab o u t Newman's p a r t  in  i t .  I t  i s  known t h a t  he to o k  

th e  c a tech ism  c la s s e s  b ecau se  p a r t i e s  o f  u n d e rg ra d u a te s , a t t r a c t e d  

by th e  c h i ld r e n 's  " s p i r i t "  and " a l a c r i t y "  in  answ ering  h is  q u e s t io n s ,  

l e f t  O xford each Sunday to  l i s t e n  to  them, '  '  I t  i s  a ls o  known t h a t  

he ta u g h t th e  c h i ld r e n  to  s in g  -  he ta u g h t them hymns and G re g o ria n  

c h a n t -  b u t th e y  w ere slow  to  respond  and he com plained to  Jemima 

ab o u t spen d in g  lo n g  h o u rs  te a c h in g  n o th in g .

H is rag g ed  s c h o o l, w hich c o n s is te d  o f  one c lassroom ,^^^w as 

ru le d  by a dame and s u p e rv is e d  by J ,  R, Bloxham, h is  c u r a te ,  I t  was 

c h i e f ly  p a t ro n is e d  by g i r l s  as th e  boys w ere s e n t  to  work in  th e  

f i e l d s  a t  an e a r ly  age . M ost o f th e  c h i ld r e n  were o f  k in d e rg a r te n  

age; th e r e  was o n ly  one g i r l  f o r  in s ta n c e  who was te n  and no more th a n  

two who w ere e ig h t  o r  n in e .  They w ere b a d ly  d re sse d  and d i r t y ,  so

4* A bout o n e - f i f t h  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  co u ld  n o t re a d  o r  w r i t e ,
5 , J ,H ,N , -  M rs, J ,  M ozley, A p r i l  1 8 , I 84O,
6, I t  c o s t  £21 2 to  b u i ld ,
7 , J ,  R, Bloxham, 1 8 0 7 -9 1 , was a  f e l lo w  o f  M agdelin  and c u ra te  o f

L i t t le m o re  from 1837-1840,
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Newman had t h e i r  te a c h e r  i n s t r u c t  th e  g i r l s  in  k n i t t i n g  -  th e y  k n i t t e d  

socks and u n d e rc lo th e s  f o r  th em se lv es  and t h e i r  b r o th e r s  -  w h i l s t  he 

p ro v id e d  th e  fu n d s  to  buy f ro c k s  f o r  th e  g i r l s  and t r o u s e r s  f o r  th e  

boys. T h is  made them p r e s e n ta b le  and Newman in s p e c te d  them each

Sunday to  s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  h a i r  was combed and t h e i r  fa c e s  c le a n .

H is d u t ie s  a t  S t .  M ary 's  o b v io u s ly  r e s t r i c t e d  th e  amount o f  

tim e  he  cou ld  d e v o te  to  th e  L i t t le m o re  s c h o o l, n e v e r th e le s s ,  he o f te n  

ta u g h t  s in g in g  and p la y e d  th e  v i o l i n  to  sw e ll th e  sound and keep th e  

c h i ld r e n  in  key . He was e s p e c ia l ly  d e l ig h te d  when th e y  began to  

re sp o n d  -  on one o c c a s io n  th e y  le a rn e d  th r e e  tu n e s  in  one week -  b u t 

on th e  w hole he found d i f f i c u l t y  in  te a c h in g  them. H aving le d  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  s h e l t e r e d  e x is te n c e  in  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  he knew l i t t l e  o r  

n o th in g  abou t e le m e n ta ry  ed u c a tio n  and w ro te  to  h i s  f r i e n d s  to  ask  

f o r  t h e i r  a d v ic e . Was i t  b e s t  to  ad o p t th e  m o n i to r ia l  system ? How

sh o u ld  le s s o n s  be o rg a n is e d ?  Was i t  w ise  to  a llo w  h i s  dame to  ta k e

p r i v a t e  p u p i l s  and so  f o r th ;  h in t s  o f  "w hatever k in d  w i l l  be v a lu a b le " .  

He was n a t u r a l l y  keen  on th e  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  s c h o o l 's  

r o u t in e  and drew up a l i t u r g y  o f p ra y e rs  w hich he had p r in te d  and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  to  th e  c h i ld r e n .  He a ls o  k e p t a s t r i c t  s u p e rv is io n  o v er 

th e  dame by com pla in ing  to  Bloxham a b o u t h e r  f a i l i n g s  and i n s i s t i n g  

t h a t  sh e  k e p t th e  c h i ld r e n  c le a n  and t i d y .  He o c c a s io n a l ly  w o rr ie d  

ab o u t th e  s c h o o l 's  r e p u ta t io n .  Once f o r  exam ple, he w ro te  to  h is  

c u r a te  to  in q u ire  ab o u t "a  s t r a n g e  re q u e s t  from  some young l a d ie s  to  

have a b a l l "  and somewhat u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t o ld  him t h a t  " i t  d id  

n o t  lo o k  w e ll ,  "
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When he became a C a th o lic  Newman w as j u s t  as anx ious to  educate 

th e  p o o r -  th e  " e d u c a tio n  o f p o o r c h i ld r e n  i s  im p e ra tiv e ly  n ecessa ry "^ ^ ^  

and th e r e f o r e  b e s id e s  en co u rag in g  th e  London O ra to ry  to  open i t s  own 

p o o r s c h o o ls ,  he e s ta b l is h e d  two in  Birmingham h im s e lf ,  one in  

A lc e s te r  S t r e e t  in  1849 and a n o th e r  in  Smethwick in  1852, Edward 

C asw all, an  O ra to r ia n  and one o f  Newman's c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ,  su p e rv is e d  

th e  sc h o o ls  and bo th  p ro sp e re d ,

2, H is v en tu r e  on beha l f  o f  th e  u pper c l a s s e s  a t  M aryvale

Newman was a ls o  co n sc io u s  o f  th e  need  to  p ro v id e  s c h o o ls  f o r

th e  sons o f  th e  C a th o lic  g e n try  and m iddle c l a s s e s ,  sch o o ls  e q u iv a le n t

in  q u a l i ty  to  th e  b e s t  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  th e  la n d . H is re a s o n s  w ere

tw o fo ld : f i r s t l y ,  he found e x i s t in g  c o l le g e s  such  as S to n y h u rs t ,

(9 )d e f i c i e n t ,  * and seco n d ly , he f e l t  a s p e c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  tow ards 

th o s e  A n g lican s  who cou ld  no lo n g e r  send t h e i r  sons to  p la c e s  l i k e  

E to n  and W in ch es te r  because th e y  had fo llo w ed  him in to  th e  chu rch  o f 

Rome,

He began in  a sm a ll way by open ing  w hat he c a l le d  " th e  E ton  o f 

th e  O ra to ry " , a l i t t l e  sch o o l w ith in  h i s  own house a t  M aryvale , I t  

was an  innocuous s cheme, u n in p o r ta n t  f o r  w hat i t  a ch iev ed  -  th e re  w ere 

n e v e r  more th a n  th r e e  p u p i l s  -  b u t s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  i t  

paved th e  way f o r  th e  O ra to ry  S chool a decade l a t e r .

8 , J ,H ,N , -  A, H u tch in so n , May 4 , 1851.
9 , B es id e s  S to n y h u rs t ,  o th e r  p rom inen t C a th o l ic  c o l le g e s  w ere 

S t ,  Edmunds, Ushaw, O sco tt ( r e c e n t ly  reform ed  by D r, W ee d a ll), 
D ow nside, A m plefo rth , R a t c l i f f e  and P r i o r  P a rk ,
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In  1846 E l iz a b e th  Bowden, th e  widow o f  J ,  W, B o w d e n , w r o t e

to  Newman a s k in g  w here she m ight have h e r  son  John e d u ca ted . She had

r e c e n t ly  become a C a th o l ic  and w anted to  t r a n s f e r  John from E ton  to  a

C a th o l ic  sch o o l o f  a s im i la r  k in d , Newman's r e p ly  r e v e a ls  j u s t  how

b a r re n  he c o n s id e re d  C a th o lic  seco n d ary  é d u c a tio n  to  b e :

" I  s u s p e c t  a l l  C a th o lic  c o l le g e s  a re  much ro u g h er
p la c e s  th a n  E n g lis h  sc h o o ls . The term s show t h i s  -
th e  c o l le g e  expenses a t  S to n y h u rs t a r e  n o t I
su p p o se , £ 4 0  a y e a r . But th e r e  may be a  c l a s s
an sw erin g  to  G entlem an Commoners o r  P a r lo u r  B o a rd e rs ,
f o r  o ld e r  boys. My d if f id e n c e  abou t sch o o ls  a r i s e s
from  my. f e a r in g  John would f e e l  th e  c o n t r a s t  w ith
E to n \1 * / , , ,  The d i s c i p l in e  o f  a C a th o lic  s c h o o l is
s t r i c t  -  and th e  c o n t r a s t  to  E ton  w here he i s  so
much a t  l i b e r t y ,  even in  t h i s  p o in t  o f view  would
be g r e a t ,  S to n y h u rs t i s  th e  s t r i c t e s t  o f sc h o o ls  . . . "  (12)

He su g g e s te d  P r i o r  P a rk  "would s u i t  b e t t e r  th a n  any o th e r  c o l le g e "

becau se  i t  was " l i k e  a g e n tle m a n 's  house" and had more "O xford men"

th a n  anyw here e l s e .  Added to  t h i s  M rs, Thompson, th e  dame, was "a

s u p e r io r  p e r s o n " ,  one who took  h e r  d u t ie s  s e r io u s ly ,

Newman, who had v i s i t e d  m ost C a th o lic  c o l le g e s  -  t h i s  was one

o f  th e  f i r s t  th in g s  he d id  on becoming a C a th o lic  -  had b e e n  to

S to n y h u rs t  on a t  l e a s t  th r e e  o cca s io n s  w ith o u t e v e r  b e in g  e s p e c i a l l y

im pressed ,

" th e  o n ly  p e rso n  who , , .  s t r u c k  me a t  S to n y h u rs t 
was an  o ld  P o le ,  who had been  p ro fe s s o r  o f 
d i v i n i t y  th e r e  f o r  40 y e a rs  , . ,  " (1 2 )

10 , J ,  W, Bowden and Newman had b een  in s e p a ra b le  f r ie n d s  a t  
T r i n i t y .

11, John Bowden was th e n  sev en te en .
12 , J .H .N . -  M rs, Bowden, F e b ru a ry  1 , 1 846 ,
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He was d o u b tle s s  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  f i e r c e  d i s c i p l i n e  -  p r e f e c t s  and 

tu t o r s  s u p e rv is e d  th e  boys every  m inu te o f  th e  day and n ig h t  -  and th e

(1 3)p o o r l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s ,  and advoca ted  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  a sc h o o l

" . . .  f o r  th o s e  who a r e  to  a d d re s s  them se lv es  
to  th e  *ordo d o c t io r ,  h o n e s t io r ,  s p l e n d id io r ’ , 
i . e .  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f a gen tlem an  w hich th e y  
can  g e t  now here a t  p r e s e n t  ex ce p t a t  p r o te s t a n t  
sch o o ls  . . .  " ( 14)

He to y e d  w ith  a v a r i e t y  o f  schem es, p ro p o s in g  a t  one s ta g e  to  make

(1 5 )O sc o tt in to  "a  boys* s c h o o l"  and M aryvale  in to  a se m in a ry , and 

a t  a n o th e r  s ta g e  to  move th e  O ra to ry  from  Birmingham to  Hammersmith, 

s e t t i n g  up a sc h o o l in  a house w hich Wiseman had o f fe re d  him. N oth ing  

came o f  th e s e  p r o je c t s  how ever, b ecau se  Newman th o u g h t o f  a f a r  l e s s  

h aza rd o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e .  By ta k in g  a h a n d fu l o f  p u p ils  in to  h i s  own

h o u se ; th o s e  who "seem f a i r l y  to  prom ise to  be O r a t o r i a n s " , n o t

o n ly  co u ld  no o th e r  C a th o l ic  c o lle g e  ta k e  o ffe n c e  -  he was most 

anx ious n o t  " to  come a c ro s s  th e  J e s u i t s "  o r  o ffen d  sc h o o ls  l i k e  

O sc o tt w hich  was s i t u a t e d  nearb y  by p o ach in g  i t s  p u p il s  -  b u t he 

cou ld  a ls o  l a y  fo u n d a tio n s  which m ight m atu re  in to  a l a r g e r  sch o o l 

l a t e r  on.

In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1 848 Newman w ro te  to  G eorge ifyder a sk in g  i f

he cou ld  ta k e

" , , ,  L i s l e  and make a l i t t l e  O ra to r ia n  o f him  -  
:L e, to  w e a r  th e  d re ss  and s e r v e  a t  fu n c t io n s  and 
be e d u c a te d . Then when he  grew up, he co u ld  
e x e rc is e  th e  d e a r  r i g h t  o f p r iv a t e  judgm ent -
throw  o f f  th e  h a b i t  and s e t  up f o r  a f l a s h
c h a r a c te r  -  f o r  we have no vow s,"  ( 1 7 )

13 , S ee  "The C a th o lic  S ch o o ls  o f  E n g lan d " , by A, S . B a rn es , p p .l6 0 -1 . 
.14 . J .H .N . -  R. A. C o f f in ,  J u ly  8 , 1849. ,
15 . J .H .N . -  J ,  D. D a lg a im s ,  J u ly  6 , 1 846 ,
16 . J .H .N . -  G, R yder, J u ly  1 6 , I 848 .
1 7 . J .H .N . -  G, R yder, March 18 , 1 848 .
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R yder ag reed  and a ls o  p roposed  sen d in g  h is  o th e r  son  H arry , h u t a t

f i r s t  Newman w as n o t o v e r-an x io u s  to  a c c e p t him as he had no d e s i r e

to  " ta k e  c h i ld r e n  in d is c r im in a te ly " ,^ " '^ ^  N e v e r th e le s s ,  he took  

C h a r le s  Bowden, th e  younger son o f  E l iz a b e th  Bowden, a lth o u g h  he was 

th r e e  y e a rs  o ld e r  th a n  L i s l e  and asked  h is  m other sh o u ld  she " h e a r

(1 9 )o f  any n ic e  boy who i s  l i k e l y  to  have a v o c a t io n " ' to  l e t  him know,

Newman*s a n x ie t ie s  r e v e a l  how co n sc io u s  he was o f  th e  need  to

p ro v id e  f o r  h i s  p u p i ls  * m a te r ia l  w e ll -b e in g :

"■̂ Tho i s  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  them? We have s e v e r a l  
o f  o u r number any o f  whom w ould g e n e ra l ly  
s u p e r in te n d  and b e  r e s p o n s ib le ,  and s e v e r a l  who
w ould g iv e  le s s o n s  -  b u t we w ant someone to  be
w ith  th e  boys a s  a s o r t  o f  u s h e r  -  to  s e e  w here
th e y  a re  e t c , , e t c , , th ro u g h o u t th e  day -  in
s h o r t  to  keep th e  day g o in g ," (20 )

I t  had to  be "a  s u p e r io r  p e r s o n " ^ a n d  f o r  some tim e  he c o n s id e re d

a Mr, A lg a r , who p r i o r  to  h is  c o n v e rs io n , had le c tu r e d  a t  O xford ,

b u t  e v e n tu a l ly  he s e t t l e d  f o r  one o f  h i s  own la y  b r o th e r s ,  Jo seph

G ordon, who was "fond  o f  c h i ld r e n  , , ,  and v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  w ith  them ,

Newman d id  n o t s p e c i f y  f e e s :  " a s  to  p ay , w h a tev e r you g iv e  we s h a l l

(21 )t a k e " , '  '  b u t  t h i s  was an e r r o r  b ecau se  b o th  p a re n ts  o f fe re d  l e s s

th a n  th e  boys* a c tu a l  keep and he w as u l t im a te ly  com pelled  to  a s k  f o r

(21 ) m o re ,'  ^

C h a rle s  Bowden, who w as tw e lv e , w as th e  f i r s t  to  a r r i v e  and
( 22)

q^uickly s e t t l e d  down -  "he s eems to  b e ta k in g  to  us v  e ry  w e l l ,  "

18 , J .H .N . -  G, i^ d e r ,  J u ly  I 6 , 1848 .
19 , J .H .N . -  M rs, Bowden, (u n d a te d ) ,
20, J .H .N . -  G, R yder, J u ly  1 2 , 1848 .
21, jj^der p a id  £25 f o r  h is  son u n t i l  Newman com plained  t h a t  i t  was 

i n s u f f i c i e n t ,
22, J .H .N . -  M rs, Bowden, J u ly  23, 1 848 .
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The f a th e r s  v ie d  w ith  e ac h  o th e r  to  e n t e r t a i n  him , ta k in g  him f o r  

r i d e s  and w alks to  such  an  e x te n t  t h a t  f o r  a tim e Newman fe a re d  " th e y

( 22 )m igh t be to o  fond  o f  him and i n t e r f e r e  w ith  each o t h e r " . '  '  C le a r ly  

C h a r le s  was t r e a t e d  as  one o f  th e  fa m ily , r a th e r  l i k e  Newman had been  

t r e a t e d  a t  E a l in g  by D r. N ic h o la s , L i s l e  a r r iv e d  a month l a t e r  and 

as  he to o k  some tim e  to  s e t t l e  in ,  h i s  f a t h e r  s ta y e d  w ith  him f o r  a

( 2 5 )week, Newman l i k e d  L i s l e  -  " I  do t r u s t  he w i l l  grow up a s a i n t "  -  

b u t th e  la d  was som etim es d i f f i c u l t  to  h a n d le . He seldom  washed 

h im s e lf  and on one o c c a s io n  flew  in to  a ra g e  and th rew  a h a n d fu l o f
/ 24 )

f l o u r  o v e r one o f th e  f a t h e r 's  b la c k  c a s s o c k s ,  H arry  Ifyder

jo in e d  h i s  b ro th e r  a t  C hris tm as and th u s  th e  c la s s  was com plete ,

Newman had th e  boys edu ca ted  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  h i s  own id e a s ,

i n s i s t i n g  f o r  exam ple, t h a t  t h e i r  t u t o r s  be  an alm a m a te r  by

m in is te r in g  to  t h e i r  w o r ld ly  needs and w a tc h in g  over them  a t  a l l  tim es :

"The o u td o o r  su p e rin te n d e n c e  o r  p la y tim e  
comes on ( th e  t u t o r )  as w e l l  as t h a t  o f 
sc h o o ltim e  , , ,  th e  c a re  o f  th e  boys i s  h is  
b u s in e s s , "

He fo rb a d e  c o rp o ra l  p u n ishm en t:

" I  do n o t  r e l i s h  th e  n o t io n  o f  c o rp o ra l 
p u n ish m e n t(s )  n o r  th e  t h r e a t  o f  them. And .
by th e  bye I  ought to  have m entioned  to  Wenham^^^j 
one th in g ,  t h a t  I  h eard  he p u l le d  L i s l e 's  e a r s ,  
w hich had b e t t e r  n o t be done. T e l l  him p le a s e  
o f  t h i s  -  o r  I  s h a l l  w r i t e  to  him i f  you th in k  
b e t t e r  , , ,  " ( 26 )

22, J .H .N . -  M rs, Bowden, J u ly  23, 1 848,
23 , J .H .N . -  G, R yder, Septem ber 4 , 1 848 ,
24 , J .H .N . -  G, R yder, O ctober I 6 , 1 848 .
25 , J .  G. Wenham, 1820-1893 , was an  O xford c o n v e rt. He became a 

p r i e s t  in  1 849.
26 , J .H .N . -  P . W. P a b e r , F e b ru a ry  6 , 1 849,
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Newman ended t h i s  l e t t e r  w ith  a c r u c i a l  s e n te n c e : " I  th in k  t h e i r

p e rso n s  sh o u ld  he s a c re d " . He was n e v e r one to  m isuse  w ords and

showed by h i s  own exam ple t h a t  he i n t e r p r e ta te d  th e  word " s a c re d "

l i t e r a l l y .  He alw ays w ro te  to  th e  boys in  a f f e c t io n a t e  te rm s :

"How I  w ish I  co u ld  have s een  you b e fo re  I  l e f t  -
i t  would have made you remember me b e t t e r  th a n
p erh ap s  you do now. B ut I  m ust n o t l e t  e i t h e r
you o r  L is le  f o r g e t ,m e .-  and so w ith  F a th e r
W i l f r id 'd  a p p r o v a l , 1^7) % w ish  t h a t  b o th  you
and he would s a y  an Ave a p ie c e  f o r  me e v e ry  d a y ,"  (28 )

He d id  some te a c h in g  h im s e lf ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  he ta u g h t  a lg e b ra

to  Bowden, and alw ays made a p o in t  o f exam in ing  th e  boys in d iv id u a l ly

in  h is  s tu d y  a t  th e  end o f  each te rm , a f t e r  w hich he w ro te  to  t h e i r

p a re n ts  to  r e p o r t  on t h e i r  p ro g re s s ,

" I  have j u s t  been exam ining L i s l e  in  C o rd e r iu s ,
Roman h i s to r y  and ca te c h ism  -  he has answ ered 
v e ry  w e ll  -  and b e t t e r  ( th e y  say ) th a n  h i s  w ont.
The t r u t h  i s  he w ants a s tim u lu s  -  i t  would do 
him a l l  th e  good in  th e  w o rld , i f  we had s e v e r a l
boys o f  h i s  a g e ; b u t we have no p ro s p e c t o f  them
a t  th e  moment. They t e l l  me he has g a in e d  much 
command o f h is  tem per. H is p r in c i p a l  f a u l t  on 
th e  s u r fa c e  i s  h i s  day d ream ing , I  th in k  he 
seems v e ry  happy h e r e ,"  ( 29 )

He encouraged  s p o r t  by in v i t in g  th e  R yder b ro th e rs  to  b r in g  t h e i r  

f i s h in g  t a c k l e  from  home -  t h e i r  t u t o r  w as p re ss -g a n g e d  in to  accompany

in g  them  on t h e i r  e x c u rs io n s  -  and to  engage in  games o f  f o o tb a l l  and 

c r i c k e t .

27. i .  e . F a b e r ,
28. J .H .N . -  H. % -der, F e b ru a ry  10 , 1849.
29. J .H .N . -  G, Ryder, F e b ru a ry  1 0 , 1849.
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On th e  s u r f a c e  th e n  a l l  was w e l l ,  h u t in  f a c t  Newman am assed a

d e b t o f  £ 400 , T h is  was b eca u se  he was h av in g  to  ru n  C o tto n  H a ll  as

w e ll  as  M aryvale :

"The two e s ta b l is h m e n ts  . . .  a r e  ru in o u s  -  how 
we s h a l l  make b o th  ends m ee t, I  d o n 't  know ." ( 3 0 )

C o tto n  had belonged  to  th e  W i l f r id ia n s ,  who re c e iv e d  i t  from th e  E a r l

o f  Shrew sbury  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  P . W. P a b e r  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  o rd e r  in

(31 )1 845. I t  came in to  Newman's p o s s e s s io n  when P a b e r  and h is

community jo in e d  th e  O ra to ry  e a r ly  in  1 848 , b u t i t  p ro v ed  so c o s t ly  

to  m a in ta in  t h a t  in  th e  autumn o f  1848 Newman w as com pelled  to  le a v e  

M aryvale and ta k e  th e  th r e e  boys w ith  him to  C o tto n , He was n e v e r 

happy th e r e  how ever, c h i e f ly  because  i t  w as rem ote, and th e r e f o r e  

r e tu rn e d  to  Birmingham in  1849. Bowden s ta y e d  on a t  S t ,  W i l f r i d 's  

f o r  a few  months b e fo re  g o in g  w ith  P a b e r  to  London, w here a new 

O ra to ry  was b e in g  opened, w h i ls t  th e  % rder b ro th e r s  l e f t  in  185I when 

th e  P a s s i o n i s t s  took  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f f  Newman's hands,

Jo sep h  Gordon u n fo r tu n a te ly  f e l l  i l l  in  1 85O and had to  go to  

I t a l y  to  re c o v e r .  He was a b se n t f o r  o v e r a y e a r  and was r e p la c e d  by 

a n o th e r  O ra to r ia n ,  A u s tin  M i l l s ,  b u t n e i t h e r  M ills  n o r any o f  th e

( 32 )o th e r  f a th e r s  knew "Greek and l a t i n  enough to  f l o o r  them" and

( 33 )co n seq u en tly  th e  boys made r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  p ro g re s s ,  '  M oreover, 

in  1850  Newman accep ted  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  r e c t o r  o f  th e  new C a th o l ic

30 , J .H .N . -  J .  M. C apes, A ugust 28, I 85I .
31 . I t  was a  f in e  co u n try  house s i t u a t e d  in  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  c lo s e  to  

A lto n  Towers w here th e  E a r l  l i v e d  h im s e lf ,
32 , J .H .N . -  G, i^ d e r ,  O ctober 15 , I 83I .
33. A ll  th r e e  w ere  n e v e r th e le s s  com petent enough to  become u n d e r

g ra d u a te s  in  D u b lin ,
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U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e la n d  and as he cou ld  h a rd ly  he in  D ub lin  and 

Birmingham a t  th e  same tim e , th e  l i t t l e  s choo l had th e r e f o r e  to  come 

to  an end. The boys l e f t  in  1 853 and no one was e v e r  in v i te d  to  

re p la c e  them .

T h is  v e n tu r e ,  l i k e  th e  sc h o o ls  a t  L i t t le m o re ,  was m odest. Even 

so i t  was p a r t  o f  a p a t t e r n .  At home, a t  E a l in g ,  a t  Oxford as an 

u n d e rg ra d u a te , t u t o r ,  fe llo w  and p r i e s t ,  and a t  L i t t le m o re  and 

M aryvale , one e d u c a t io n a l  a s p e c t o r  a n o th e r  a t t r a c t e d  h is  a t t e n t i o n .  

Only w h i l s t  he was in  r e t r e a t  from  1842 to  1 845, p r i o r  to  h i s  

c o n v e rs io n , d id  he c u t h im se lf  o f f  from  th e  academ ic w o rld . In d eed , 

i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  he o n ly  s ta y e d  on a t  S t ,  M ary 's  a f t e r  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

o f T ra c t  SO b ecau se  he th o u g h t o f  h im s e lf  as a m en to r to  th e  u n d e r

g ra d u a te  p o p u la t io n ,  u s in g  h is  p u l p i t  in  th e  manner o f a h ead m aste r 

as w e ll  as  a  p r i e s t .

E d u c a tio n  was th e r e f o r e  Newman's " l i n e "  and when he opened th e  

Birmingham O ra to ry  in  1 847 he w ent to  some le n g th s  to  p e rsu a d e  h is  

s u p e r io r s  in  Rome to  m odify  th e  C o n g re g a tio n 's  R ule, The O ra to r ia n s  

had n e v e r  been e d u c a to rs  and th e r e f o r e  Newman had to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  

p r in c i p l e  t h a t  he and h i s  f a th e r s  co u ld  open a sc h o o l " i f  and when i t  

was n e c e s s a ry " .  H aving done so he sn a tc h e d  a t  ev e ry  ch an ce , o f te n  

r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  econom ic r i s k s  in v o lv e d , to  ap p ly  h i s  new R ule, He 

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  C o tto n  w ould make a s p le n d id  s i t e  f o r  a s c h o o l ^ a n d  

o f fe re d  R, A, C o ff in  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  ru n n in g  i t  f o r  him ;

34* He was r i g h t  as i t  i s  now a p u b lic  s ch o o l.
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" I  am v e iy  much d isp o se d  i f  I  co u ld  s e t  up o r  
a tte m p t to  b e g in  (a  s c h o o l)  a t  S t .  W i l f r i d 's ,
Now w hat would you say  to  b e in g  r e c t o r  o f 
S t ,  W i l f r i d 's  -  i . e .  th e  head o f  such  a 
p ro s p e c tiv e  system . We sh o u ld  ta k e  such 
c h i ld r e n  as w ere  n o t u n l ik e ly  to  become 
O ra to r ia n s  -  e .g .  th e  % -ders (a s  I  p roposed  
a t  M aryvale) -  The community w ould c o n s is t  
o f  two, and when we cou ld  s p a r e ,  th r e e  f a th e r s  -  
such  men as  Rowe, o r  A lg a r , o r  Simpson ( th e s e  
names f o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n )  who would t  each w ith o u t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  b e in g  o f  o u r body, some la y  b r o th e r s ,  
and such o f th e  Birmingham and London houses as 
age in v a l id e d  o r  on r e c r e a t io n ;  in  tim e I  t r u s t  
a  l a r g e  community. You would n o t be m is s io n e r ,  
b u t  s a c r i s t a n  and m in is te r  as w e l l  a s  r e c t o r ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  th e y  would be u n d e r you , , .  Should  
th e  p la c e  succeed  you w ould in  co u rse  o f  tim e  
be p r a c t i c a l l y  c u t lo o s e  from th e  Birmingham 
h o u s e ,"  ( 35 )

C o ff in  was an a b le  man b u t he and Newman n e v e r  g o t on and in  

1850  he l e f t  th e  o rd e r  to  jo in  th e  R ed e m p to ris ts , e v e n tu a l ly  becom ing 

t h e i r  P r o v i n c i a l , H e  a c c e p te d  Newman's o f f e r  in  one sen se  as he 

to o k  ch arg e  o f  C o tto n  u n t i l  he r e s ig n e d ,  b u t he re fu s e d  to  c o n v e rt 

i t  in to  th e  k in d  o f sch o o l Newman had in  mind,

Newman's dream th e r e f o r e  n ev e r m a te r ia l i s e d  and a seem in g ly  

s p le n d id  o p p o r tu n i ty  was l o s t ,  b u t t h i s  d id  n o t mean t h a t  h is  

en th u s ia sm  w as d im in ish e d . He m ere ly  postponed  h is  p la n s  u n t i l  th e  

tim e was more fa v o u ra b le ,  Newman was alw ays s e c r e t iv e  abo u t h is  

in t e n t i o n  to  p io n e e r  a new k in d  o f C a th o l ic  s c h o o l, so s e c r e t iv e  

t h a t  h i s  c l o s e s t  c o lle a g u e s  b a re ly  knew o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  I t  took  

F a b e r  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  a  b lu n t  man, y e t  shrew d and p e n e t r a t in g ,  over a

35, J .H .N , -  R, A. C o f f in ,  J u ly  8 , 1849.
36 , He jo in e d  th e  O ra to r ia n s  in  Rome in  1847 and was o rd a in e d  th e  

same y e a r .
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y e a r  to  se e  -  o r  r a t h e r  to  fa n c y  t h a t  he saw -  " a  s e t t l e d  w ish  in

(Newman) to  have a hand in  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n  h u t when he

ta c k le d  Newman a b o u t i t  th e  l a t t e r * s  r e p ly  was e x c e s s iv e ly  g uarded :

"B oth you and I  have ta lk e d  among o th e r  th in g s  
o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a sch o o l a t  S t .  W i l f r i d 's  
when we w ere  s p e c u la tin g  on th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  
p la c e .  But you know when Lady F u l le r to n  asked  
me to  ta k e  h e r  so n , I  s a id  we cou ld  n o t  because 
i t  was n o t O ra to r ia n  p r a c t i c e , "  ( 38 )

I t  m ight n o t  have been O ra to r ia n  p r a c t i c e  b u t F ab e r was r i g h t  in  

assum ing t h a t  h e n c e fo rth  Newman was g o ing  to  make i t  h i s  b u s in e s s  to  

modify t h a t  p r a c t i c e .  H is c o u rse  was s e t .

I t  was to  be some tim e b e fo re  Newman re tu rn e d  to  th e  p a tro n a g e  

o f  sc h o o ls  b eca u se  in  1852 he was c a l le d  by th e  b ish o p s  o f  I r e la n d  to  

open a C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i ty  in  D u b lin , P iu s  IX had su g g es ted  to  

A rchbishop C u lle n  t h a t  he sh o u ld  b u i ld  a u n iv e r s i ty  to  r i v a l  Q ueen 's  

C o lle g e s , undeno m in a tio n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s  s e t  up by th e  B r i t i s h  g o v ern 

m ent, and as Nev/man w as one o f  th e  few C a th o lic  c le rg y  w ith  an in t im a te  

knowledge o f  u n iv e r s i t y  e d u c a tio n , i t  seemed to  C u lle n  t h a t  he was th e  

obv ious ch o ice  as  r e c to r .  At f i r s t  Newman was r e l u c t a n t  to  a c c e p t ,  

b u t  p re s se d  by h i s  f r i e n d s ,  he e v e n tu a l ly  packed h i s  b e lo n g in g s  and 

s e t  o u t to  commence w hat he l a t e r  d e sc r ib e d  as h i s  I r i s h  c ru sa d e .

37. F , W. F a b e r  -  J .H .N ., Ju n e , 1849.
38 , J .H .N . -  F . W. F a b e r , June 2 0 , 1849.
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CHAPTER SIX 

HIS WORK IN IRELAND 

Newman's r e p u ta t io n  as one o f  th e  le a d in g  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  n in e 

te e n th  c e n tu ry  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  i s  w e ll  d e se rv ed , and s c h o la r s  

such  as P e r g a l  McGrath and A, Dwight C u l l e r ,  who have d e a l t  w ith  t h i s  

a s p e c t  o f  h i s  w ork, have r i g h t l y  ach ieved  th ro u g h  th e  a cc la im  accorded  

to  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h e s ,  th e  k in d  o f  a d u la t io n  w hich h is  work m e r i t s .

M cG rath 's m e tic u lo u s  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  

w hich  Newman w orked , has added an e x t r a  d im ension  to  th e  re c o rd  o f  

th e  l a t t e r ' s  c ru s a d e ,  h u t he ten d ed  to  shy away from th e  a c t u a l i t y  o f

Newman's p r o j e c t ,  from  h is  everyday  a d m in is t r a t iv e  and sem in a l p r a c t i c e s ,

(1 )in  o rd e r  to  c o n c e n tr a te  on th e  c o n te x t  in  w hich he found h im s e lf .  

M oreover, he p ic tu r e d  Newman as a t i r e d  man, one who s tru g g le d  v a in ly  

a g a in s t  th e  t i d e  o f  I r i s h  h i s to r y ,  and th o u g h t him a t r a g i c  f i g u r e ,  

d i s i l l u s io n e d  by o p p o s it io n  and in t r i g u e .  T h is  i s  an  image w hich

1 , Of M cG rath 's  f iv e  hundred odd p ages  l e s s  th a n  h a l f  a re  concerned  
w ith  th e  " r e a l i t y "  o f  Newman's m iss io n ; w ith  h is  a c t u a l  re c o rd  
a s  r e c t o r .  I t  ta k e s  e ig h ty - f o u r  pages to  t r a c e  th e  s o c i a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o n d i t io n  o f th e  c o u n try  and a 
f u r t h e r  se v e n ty  pages to  e x p la in  why a C a th o lic  U n iv e r s i ty  was 
n e c e s s a ry , how Newman became in v o lv ed  in  i t  and how he overcame 
th e  v a r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich fa c e d  him when he w ro te  h i s  
D isc o u rse s  ta k e s  up a n o th e r  tw e n ty - f iv e  pages and an acco u n t o f  
th e  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s ,  1852-1855, b e fo re  Newman a c t u a l l y  to o k  up 
r e s id e n c e ,  a f u r t h e r  tw en ty -tw o . Not u n t i l  page th r e e  hundred  
and s ix te e n  does McGrath b eg in  to  in v e s t ig a t e  Newman's work as 
r e c t o r .  F u rth e rm o re , in  h i s  f i n a l  summary, 'Newman's a c h ie v e m e n t',  
he spends fo u r  tim es a s  much sp ace  on th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  a f t e r  Newman l e f t  i t ,  th e  p a r t  p la y ed  by th e  h ie ra rc h y  
and th e  re a so n s  f o r  i t s  e v e n tu a l  f a i l u r e ,  as he does in  e s t im a 
t i n g  Newman's c o n t r ib u t io n .  I t  i s  n o t  th e r e f o r e  a book on 
'Newman's U n iv e r s i t y ',  b u t a t r e a t i s e  on 'The C a th o lic  U n iv e r s i ty ;  
i t ' s  r i s e  and f a l l ' .
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c o n t r a s t s  somewhat w ith  t h a t  p r o je c te d  by M erio l T re v o r , th e  fo re m o s t

o f  Newman's b io g ra p h e rs ,  who claim ed  th a t  a lth o u g h  he w as d is a p p o in te d

by h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  D ub lin , he was n e v e r desponden t and rem ained

o p t im is t i c  and v o l a t i l e  th ro u g h o u t. M oreover, M cG rath 's  em phasis upon

th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  scheme f a i l e d  is  r e a l l y  i r r e l e v a n t ,  because  i t  n e v e r

c lo se d  i t s  doors u n t i l  1879, tw en ty  y e a rs  a f t e r  Newman had l e f t ,  and

even th e n  i t  was n o t d is so lv e d  b u t am algam ated w ith  th e  th r e e  Q u een 's

C o lle g e s  to  form  th e  N a tio n a l U n iv e r s i ty ,  In d eed , n o t  o n ly  d id  i t s

p r o f e s s o r s  and l e c t u r e r s  f in d  p la c e s  in  th e  new e n t e r p r i s e ,  b u t  a t

l e a s t  one f a c u l t y ,  th e  m edical f  a c u i ty ,  was in c o rp o ra te d  lo c k ,  s to c k

and b a r r e l ,  and s u rv iv e s  to  t h i s  v e ry  day,

McGrath acc la im ed  th e  n o b i l i t y  o f  Newman's id e a l i  a  u n iv e r s i ty

" tr e a d in g  every  f i e l d  o f human knowledge and 
v a lu in g  th a t  knowledge n o t  m ere ly  as  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  
o f th e  w ea lth  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  ( o r )  , , ,  th e  d e e p e s t 
th o u g h ts  and l o f t i e s t  a s p i r a t io n s  o f th e  human 
mind, b u t most o f a l l  as th e  r e v e la t io n  o f  t h a t  
w hich g iv e s  i t  a l l  i t s  v a lu e  and m eaning, th e  
u l t im a te  T ru th  and Good," (2 )

However, he q u e s tio n e d  Newman's a b i l i t y  to  im plem ent th e s e  ends and

m a in ta in e d  t h a t  as a p r a c t i c a l  a d m in is t r a to r  he had " s u b t le  b u t

d e f i n i t e  l i m i t a t i o n s " ,  Amongst th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  he c i t e d  an  "over-

in s i s ta n c e  ûnth e  im portance o f  h is  own view s and an o v e r - s e n s i t iv e n e s s

to  th e  o p p o s it io n  o f o th e r s ,

O th er com m entators have l ik e w is e  re g a rd e d  Newman's u n iv e r s i ty

as  a d i s a s t e r ,  W ilf r id  Ward d e s c r ib e d  i t  as  "a  t r i a l  w hich b ro k e  h i s

2 , 'I d e a  and R e a l i t y ',  by F , M cGrath, p p .509-510,
5 . 'I d e a  and R e a l i t y ',  p . 507.
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s p i r i t " , " t h e  c r i t i c s  had been  r i g h t  and h i s  work v a in ;  i t  was an

( 5 ) "u t t e r  f a i l u r e " .  He a t ta c k e d  Newman's " r e s e r v e  , h is  " e x c e s s iv e

(6 ) ( 7)s e n s i t i v e n e s s " '  and h is  " s e l f - c e n t r e d n e s s " , '  ' and j u s t  l i k e  McGrath

d e sc r ib e d  him as one whose s p i r i t  w as "p erm an en tly  b ru is e d  by f a i l u r e " ;
/ Q \

a man " h a b i tu a te d  to  s p e c u la t iv e  r a t h e r  th a n  a c t iv e  w ork". And y e t  

Ward n e v e r  s c r u t in i s e d  th e  way in  w hich Newman a p p lie d  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l 

p r i n c i p l e s ,  n o r  th e  v/ay in  w hich he m o d ified  them in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h is  

e x p e r ie n c e s . He f a i l e d  to  exam ine th e  day to  d ay  b u s in e ss  o f  

u n iv e r s i ty  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  i t s  te n s io n s  and c r i s e s ,  i t s  c h a l le n g e s  and 

o b je c t iv e s  and made no a tte m p t to  im agine w hat m ight have b e e n  a t ta in e d  

had Newman been a f  r e e  a g e n t,

C, F , H a rro ld  concluded  t h a t  Newman la c k e d  e x e c u tiv e  a b i l i t y  

and "showed ig n o ran ce  o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p roblem s w hich h a ra s s  a 

u n iv e r s i ty ," ^ ^ ^  w h i l s t  John Moody s t a t e d  t h a t  he w as "n ev er o u ts ta n d in g  

as an a d m in is t r a to r  and n o th in g  o f  a p o l i t i c i a n " , W ,  F , S to c k le y  

quo ted  th o s e  who have r e f e r r e d  to  h i s  " in te r f e r e n c e  in  I r i s h  a f f a i r s "  

as "one o f th e  g r e a t  t r a g e d ie s  o f  I r i s h  h i s to r y  a c a s t l e  in  S p a in

f 11 )and a f o o l 's  f o l l y " '  and y e t  M ichae l T ie m a y  r a t e d  him a  su c c e ss  and
(l 2)

p ra is e d  th e  "v e ry  r e a l  and a b id in g  r e s u l t s  o f  h is  work a s  an o r g a n is e r " ,  '

4 . ’The L i f e  o f  J .H ,N . * by W, Ward, V ol.1 , p . 8 ,
5 . 'The L i f e  o f  J .H .N , ',  p ,9 .
6 , 'The L i f e  o f  J .H .N , ',  p ,3 2 4 .
7 , 'T he L i f e  o f  J .H .N . ',  p . 20,
8 , 'T he L i f e  o f  J .H .N .» , p . 321.
9. 'J o h n  Henry Newman', by C. F . H a rro ld , p,95*

10, 'Jo h n  H enry Newman', by J ,  Moody, p ,1 4 7 .
11, 'Newman -  e d u c a tio n  and I r e l a n d ' ,  by W. F , S to c k le y , p p ,205-6 ,
12 , 'C a th o l ic  U n iv e r s i t y ',  an e s s a y  by M, T ie m a y , in

'A T r ib u te  to  Newman',
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In  marked c o n t r a s t  to  McGrath, Moody and S to c k le y , T ie m a y  s t r e s s e d  

Newman's a b i l i t y  a s  "an  o rg a n is e r " .  He a ls o  cham pioned Newman's 

" z e a l  f o r  m e d ic in e , s c ie n c e  and e n g in e e r in g "  and showed how p la n s ,  

p e r f e c t ly  sound in  th em se lv es , w e re  underm ined by a la c k  o f  re sp o n se  

from th e  I r i s h  p e o p le . He m a rv e lle d  a t  th e  " u n i ty  and c o n s is te n c y  o f 

( h i s )  th o u g h t"  and b e l ie v e d  t h a t  Newman w anted to  b u i ld  a n o th e r  O xford 

in  D u b lin , an O xford " re v iv e d , refo rm ed  , , ,  and co m p le te ly  C a th o l ic  in

( 13 )i t s  l i f e  and s p i r i t " .  F o r T ie m a y , th e n , Newman's in c u rs io n  in to

I r e la n d  was a "d isa p p o in tm e n t"  b u t  n o t a f a i l u r e :

"we s t i l l  have many le s s o n s  to  l e a r n  from  h is  
w ork, b o th  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l ,  i f  on ly  
we ta k e  p a in s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat he m ean t,"  ( I 4 )

P , J ,  M acLaughlin has a ls o  p r a is e d  Newman f o r  w hat he d id  in

I r e la n d  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  he s t r e s s e d  h is  work on b e h a lf  o f  s c ie n c e ,

M acLaughlin, b e l ie v e d  th a t  Newman had a "deep u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  s c ie n c e " ,

t h a t  "he loved  m athem atics"  and t h a t  he saw as few o f h is  c o n tem p o ra rie s

( 1 5 )d id  th e  p la c e  o f  s c ie n c e  in  " th e  schem e o f u n iv e r s a l  know ledge".

In  p a r t i c u l a r  he  s t r e s s e d  th e  im portance  o f th e  s c h o o l f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

r e s e a r c h  and t r a i n i n g  w hich Newman s e t  up a t  c o n s id e ra b le  c o s t  " f u l l

( 1 5 )tw en ty  y e a rs  b e fo re  Maxwell began th e  C avend ish", He a ls o  p r a is e d

h i s  a tte m p ts  to  e s t a b l i s h  a s c h o o l o f  e n g in e e r in g , a chem ical l a b o r a 

to r y ,  an a s tro n o m ic a l  o b s e rv a to ry , a m e te o ro lo g ic a l s t a t i o n  and 

The A t l a n t i s , In  M acL augh lin 's  o p in io n , s c ie n c e  in  I r e la n d  re a c h e d  

i t s  "h ig h  w a te r  mark" under Newman and had more fu n d s been a v a i l a b l e .

1 3 . 'A T r ib u te  to  Newman', p p ,174-1 86,
1 4 . 'A T r ib u te  to  Newman', p ,2 0 6 ,
1 5 . 'A T r ib u te  to  Newman', p ,3 0 7 .
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much more would have been done. He a ls o  su g g e s te d  t h a t  Newman's work 

on b e h a lf  o f  s c ie n c e  re v e a le d  h i s  " c o n s id e ra b le  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  and 

o rg a n is in g  a b i l i t y " ,  h is  " p ro d ig io u s"  a p p e t i t e  f o r  work and h i s  

s h e e r  "h o rse  pow er"; he shone as a man o f  a c t io n .

These b r i e f  synopses show how v a r ie d  a re  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

o f  Newman's c ru sa d e . But what o f  h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s?  Were h is  

D isc o u rs e s  a f i n a l  and ir r e v o c a b le  s ta te m e n t o f h i s  v iew s o r  n o t?

Too many w r i te r s  in  e s t im a tin g  Newman's c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  have c o n c e n tra te d  on h i s  th e o r ie s  a t  th e  

expense o f h is  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i c i e s  and have th e re b y  jumped to  h a s ty  

c o n c lu s io n s , B ruce T ru s c o t, f o r  exam ple, c r i t i c i s e d  Newman's

"ex trem e view ( to )  ex c lu d e  r e s e a r c h  from  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  a l to g e th e r "  ( 1? )

w h i l s t  S , J ,  C u r t is  and M, E, A, Boultwood l ik e w is e  assumed from

t h e i r  re a d in g  o f th e  D isc o u rse s  t h a t  he

"b e lie v e d  t h a t  a u n iv e r s i ty  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
an i n s t i t u t i o n  concerned  w ith  th e  d i f f u s io n  
and e x te n s io n  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  advancem ent 
o f know ledge," ( 1 8 )

In  f a c t ,  Newman embraced r e s e a r c h  and i n s t i t u t e d  an e x te n s iv e  s e r i e s

o f r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t s ,  some o f  w hich -  f o r  in s ta n c e .  The A t l a n t i s , a

jo u rn a l  in  w hich he p u b lish e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  r e s e a rc h

( 1 9 )w ere ex tre m e ly  c o s t ly ,  '

16 , 'A T r ib u te  to  Newman', p . 334.
17 . ' R ed-B rick U n iv e r s i t y ',  by B, T ru sc o t, p ,1 42.
18 , 'A S h o rt H is to ry  o f  E d u c a tio n a l I d e a s ' ,  by C u r t i s  and

Boultw ood, p ,4 3 1 .
19 . T h is  change o f a t t i t u d e  can  a ls o  be  s e e n  in  h i s  l e c t u r e  on

" C h r i s t i a n i ty  and S c i e n t i f i c  I n v e s t ig a t io n "  w hich i s  o f te n
p r in te d  as an append ix  to  th e  D is c o u rs e s .
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Newman's D isco u rses  w ere c e r t a in ly  r e le v a n t  -  in  many r e s p e c t s  

he a p p lie d  th e  th e o r ie s  s e t  f o r t h  in  h i s  l e c tu r e s  i m i t â t iv e ly  -  b u t 

th e y  w ere n o t a b lu e p r in t  and he m o d ified  them in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h is  

e x p e rie n c e s . H aving advocated  an en cy c lo p aed ic  c u rric u lu m  w hich  

embraced a l l  th e  s c ie n c e s  he p u t  t h i s  p re c e p t  in to  p r a c t i c e  by 

o f f e r in g  a w ide ran g e  o f s u b je c t s  f o r  h i s  s tu d e n ts  to  s tu d y ;  

m athem atic s, l a t i n  and G reek, th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s c i p l in e s  to g e th e r  

w ith  S e m itic  and modem la n g u a g e s , lo g i c ,  m e ta p h y s ic s , e t h i c s ,  

econom ics, p o l i t i c s ,  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y , c h e m is try , p h y s ic s ,  h i s t o i y ,  

geography, m in e ra lo g y , g eo lo g y , s o c ia l  s c ie n c e ,  a rch a eo lo g y , l i t e r a t u r e  

and f in e  a r t s .  He had a ls o  opposed d is c r im in a t io n  by one s u b je c t  

a g a in s t  a n o th e r  and th e r e f o r e  he re fu s e d  to  g r a n t  th e o lo g y  a 

p r iv i le g e d  p la c e .  When h is  s t a f f  re q u e s te d  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  be 

co m p u lso rily  in s t r u c te d  in  th e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  Newman re fu s e d  and m ain

ta in e d  th a t  i t  was b e t t e r  f o r  them to

"sh a rp en  and r e f in e  t h e i r  y o u th fu l  i n t e l l e c t  
and th e n  le a v e  i t  to  e x e r c i s e  i t s  new pow ers 
upon th e  m o s ts a c r e d  o f s u b je c ts  as i t  w i l l  " ( 20 )

C o n fid en t t h a t  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n  would e n la rg e  and c u l t i v a t e  th e

mind, Newman b e l ie v e d  t h a t  i t  w ould f e e l  th e  need  to  fo ra g e  f o r

" r e l ig io u s  in fo rm a tio n "  f o r  i t s e l f  and th e r e f o r e  he t r e a te d  th e o lo g y

in  p r a c t ic e  e x a c t ly  as  he had a rgued  i t  sho u ld  b e  t r e a t e d  in  th e o ry ,

as a branch  o f knowledge and n o t  as a means o f in d o c t r in a t io n .

20, 'My Campaign in  I r e l a n d ',  p . 159.
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L eav ing  a s id e  th e  environm ent in  w hich Newman w orked, already-

d e s c r ib e d  so v iv id ly  by M cGrath, and c o n c e n tr a t in g  e s p e c i a l l y  on th e

way in  w hich he a p p lie d  h i s  th e o r i e s ,  w hat k in d  o f r e c t o r  was he?

I f  one lo o k s  a t  th e  w ay in  w hich he encouraged th e  s tu d y  o f  s c ie n c e

and com pares i t  to  th e  way in  w hich o th e rs  w ere r e a c t in g ,  one i s  bound

to  co n c lu d e  th a t  he was v is io n a r y  and p ro g re s s iv e .  I t  h as  been  s a id

by th o s e  who have r e a d  o n ly  h is  D isc o u rse s  t h a t  he w as h o s t i l e  to

s c ie n c e ,  S pencer L eeson , f o r  exam ple, a rgued  t h a t

"Newman found no p la c e  f o r  n a tu r a l  know ledge 
in  h i s  v is io n  ( s in c e )  , , ,  th e  dawn o f  s c ie n c e  
was h a rd ly  above th e  h o r iz o n  when he w ro te  h is  
book, " (21 )

Lord James backed t h i s  up by a rg u in g  t h a t

" , , .  when f  aced w ith  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  th e
new s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge Newman ( l e n t )  , , ,  
h i s  superb  w r i t in g  to  a d e fe n c e  o f  th e  view  t h a t  
th e  fu n c t io n  o f th e  u n iv e r s i t y  w as to  e n s h r in e  
u s e le s s  know ledge," ( 22 )

However, in  p r a c t i c e  f a r  from b e in g  opposed to  sc ience and i t s  a p p l ic a 

t i o n ,  he was one o f  i t s  e a r l i e s t  d i s c i p l e s .  As a c h i ld  and a d o le s c e n t 

he had been  in t e r e s te d  in  s c ie n c e  and as a fe l lo w  o f  O r ie l  he

f re q u e n te d  le c tu r e s  on s c i e n t i f i c  s u b je c t s ,  b u t i t  w as as r e c t o r  o f

th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f I r e la n d  th a t  he d id  most to  encourage i t s  ad v an c e 

m ent, A ided by W. K, S u l l iv a n ,  who has b e e n  A sc r ib e d  as  th e  m ost

( 2 5 )em inen t I r i s h  s c i e n t i s t  o f  h is  day , he s to ck ed  h i s  l i b r a r y  w ith

21, 'C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a tio n  R ev iew ed ', by S , Lees on, p,1 3,
22, 'T he  C o n ten t o f E d u c a t io n ',  by E, Jam es,
23 , W, K, S u l l iv a n  w as a  g e n iu s , A mine o f  in fo rm a tio n  on s u b je c t s  

ra n g in g  from  ch em is try  and a rch a eo lo g y  to  Indo-E uropean  
la n g u a g e s , he was in t e r n a t i o n a l l y  famous. He became p r e s id e n t  
o f  Q ueen 's U n iv e rs i ty ,  C ork, in  1873.
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th o u san d s  o f s c i e n t i f i c  p ap e rs  and p u b l i c a t io n s ,  he o f fe re d  v a lu a b le  

b u r s a r i e s  and p re s e n te d  la v i s h  p r iz e s  and urged  h i s  s t a f f  to  u n d er

ta k e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  ^Vhen th e  " B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  

Advancem ent o f S c ie n c e "  met in  D ub lin  in  1857, he s e n t  d e le g a te s  and 

opened h i s  house to  v i s i t o r s  and l e c t u r e r s .  He b u i l t  two sp le n d id  

l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  one f o r  p h y s ic s  and one f o r  c h e m is try , opened a 

m e d ica l s chool f o r  f i f t y  o r  s ix ty  p u p i l s ,  and had th e r e  been 

s u f f i c i e n t  demand, would have a ls o  opened a s c h o o l o f e n g in e e r in g  to  

r i v a l  th o s e  in  Glasgow, London and Durham, He s p e n t as much money 

on s c ie n c e  as he d id  on a r t s  -  £ 2 ,000  in  th e  f i r s t  d ix  months a lo n e  -  

a r a t i o  w hich few u n i v e r s i t i e s  cou ld  im i ta te ,  and y e t  had more money 

been  a v a i l a b l e  he would a ls o  have c o n s tru c te d  an o b s e rv a to ry , a 

m e te o ro lo g ic a l  s t a t i o n ,  a g eo lo g y  d ep artm en t and a 'S c ie n c e  H o u se ', 

a s e p a r a t e  c e n t r e ,  l a r g e  in  s ize^w h ere  p u re  and a p p l ie d  s c ie n c e s  

co u ld  have been c o n c e n tra te d  u n d er one ro o f .  Much o f  w hat Newman 

p la n n ed  f o r  s c ie n c e ,  th e r e f o r e ,  f e l l  th ro u g h , b u t had h i s  schemes 

been  im plem ented, I r e la n d  would have b een  in  th e  vanguard  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  p ro g re s s .

In  th e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 's ,  more and more s tu d e n ts  w ere tu rn in g  to  

s c ie n c e . T here w ere  ov er s ix  hundred m echanics i n s t i t u t e s  in  England 

w here s c i e n t i f i c  s u b je c ts  co u ld  be s tu d ie d ,  b u t save  f o r  Owens 

C o lle g e , M an ch este r, and th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  London, th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

showed r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t .  I t  had been  p o s s ib le  to  s tu d y  

s c ie n c e  a t  London f o r  some tim e ; c h e m is try , p h y s io lo g y  and b o ta n y , 

f o r  in s ta n c e ,  have b een  ta u g h t  a t  U n iv e r s i ty  C o lle g e , London, in  th e
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l a t e  1820*8 and a t  K in g 's  C o lle g e , a few y e a rs  l a t e r ,  b u t i t  was n o t 

u n t i l  1859> when London opened a f a c u l ty  o f  s c ie n c e ,  t h a t  s c ie n c e

C 21-)d eg ree s  cou ld  be ta k e n . Even in  th e s e  London c o l le g e s ,  how ever,

la b o ra to r y  c o n d it io n s  w ere s a d ly  w an ting . In d e e d , H, E, N oscoe, th e  

em inent chem ist and f a t h e r  o f  M ancheste r U n iv e r s i ty ,  was so d is g u s te d  

w ith  th e  l a b o r a to r i e s  in  w hich he had to  work t h a t  he l e f t  London in  

1853 to  s tu d y  in  Germany, Newman's l a b o r a to r i e s  w ere good, b u t had 

he been  a b le  to  equip them as he and S u l l iv a n  w ished  -  he was f o r  

ev e r  p la n n in g  to  buy more a p p a ra tu s ,  b e t t e r  specim ens and new er t e x t  

books -  he m ight w e ll  have a t t r a c t e d  men l i k e  Roscoe to  I r e la n d ,

What o f academ ic s ta n d a rd s?  In  th e  D is c o u rs e s , Newman re p e a te d ly  

em phasised th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  and m a in ta in in g  th e  h ig h e s t  

o f academ ic s ta n d a rd s  and th e r e f o r e  as  r e c t o r  he o n ly  a p p o in ted  "men 

o f c e l e b r i t y "  as p r o f e s s o r s ,  men "em inen t each  in  ( t h e i r )  own

(25 )d ep artm en t"  'who w ould g iv e  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  a name and draw s tu d e n ts

( 25 )abou t them " sp o n ta n e o u s ly " . '  B es id e s  W, K, S u l l iv a n  who w as in  

ch arg e  o f th e  f a c u l ty  o f s c ie n c e ,  he a p p o in te d  F lan a g h an , a  c i v i l  

e n g in e e r  and r a i l r o a d  p io n e e r ;  0 m s  by , an O xford c l a s s i c i s t ;  O 'C u rry , 

an a r c h a e o lo g is t ;  P o l le n ,  an  a r c h i t e c t ;  H ennessey , a p h y s i c i s t  and 

fe llo w  o f th e  Royal S o c ie ty ;  M cCarthy, a p o e t ;  0 'H agan, a p ro m in en t 

law y er; Thomas A rn o ld , th e  son o f  Dr, A rno ld ; and so on: a g a la x y  o f 

t a l e n t .

24 . In  th e  p ro v in c e s ,  Owens C o lle g e , M an ch este r, w here H, E , Roscoe 
became p r o f e s s o r  o f  ch em is try  in  1857 , was th e  f i r s t  c e n tre  o f 
h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  to  c o n c e n tra te  on s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a tio n  on a 
la rg e  s c a le .  I t  was opened in  1853*

25 . 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p .11 .
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In  o rd e r  to  encourage th e s e  s c h o la r s  in  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h e s ,  he 

e d i te d  two p e r io d i c a l s :  The U n iv e rs i ty  G a z e tte  and The A t l a n t i s . The 

fo rm er app ea red  w eekly and w as d iv id e d  in to  two p a r t s ,  one f o r  

o f f i c i a l  new s, n o t ic e s  and r e g u la t io n s ,  and th e  o th e r  f o r  c o n t ro v e r s ia l  

a r t i c l e s  on " th e  n a tu re ,  c h a r a c te r ,  work and p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  a 

u n i v e r s i t y " . T h e  l a t t e r  appeared  h a l f - y e a r ly  and was d e s ig n e d  to  

g iv e  h is  c o lle a g u e s  " th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f show ing t h e i r  a t ta in m e n ts  

(and) , , ,  o f e x h ib i t in g  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s " . '  '  On th e  w h o le , th e  

a r t i c l e s  in  The A t la n t i s  w ere o f a s  c i e n t i f i c  k ind  b u t a number o f
( q Q  \

l i t e r a r y  a r t i c l e s  a ls o  app ea red  "as p a d d in g " . Renouf w ro te  on

"E gyp tian  H ie ro g ly p h ic s " , Penny on "The u se  o f  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  cone 

in  th e  s o lu t io n  o f  c e r t a in  g e o m e tr ic a l p rob lem s" and Lyons on "The 

c lim a to lo g y  o f L isbon  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  y e llo w  fe v e r  ep idem ic o f 

1 857”. S u l l iv a n  produced an a r t i c l e  on "The change o f  c a s c in e  in to  

albumen w ith  some o b se rv a tio n s  on l a c t i c  fe rm e n ta t io n " ,  K e lly  on "The 

c a rb o n ife ro u s  ro ck s  o f I r e la n d " ,  M orris  on "The d a te  o f  th e  book o f 

Jo b " , H ennessy on "The laws w hich r e g u la t e  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 

iso th e rm a l l i n e s "  w h i ls t  Newman wrote a b o u t "The B e n e d ic tin e  c e n tu r ie s ,  

The A t la n t i s  was e x tre m e ly  c o s t l y  -  each e d i t io n  c o s t  a b o u t £150 -  

and on ly  f iv e  o r  s ix  hundred c o p ie s  w ere  s o ld .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  Newman

26 , 'My cam paign in  I re la n d  ' ,  p ,6  -  " I t  would in d o c t r in a te  th e
I r i s h  p u b lic  in  th e  Id ea  o f  a U n iv e rs i ty "  -  quo ted  by W, Ward,
'L i f e  o f  J .H .N . ' ,  V o l . l , p ,3 4 8 .

27, J .H .N . -  A, E l l i s ,  A ugust I 6 , 1 858 .
28 , 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ',  p . 299.
29 , These a re  b u t a few  o f th e  a r t i c l e s  ap p ea rin g  in  one o f  th e

e d i t io n s  f o r  1859.
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f e l t  t h a t  i t  was w orth  i t ,  f i r s t l y ,  b eca u se  i t  a d v e r t is e d  th o se

f a c u l t i e s  w hich w e re  n o t making much im p ress io n  on th e  p u b l ic ,  and

se c o n d ly , because  i t  fo s te re d  academ ic m orale ;

"The work im p lie s  c o m p o sitio n s , n o t ad d re ssed  to  
th e  g e n e ra l r e a d e r ,  n o t p o p u la r ,  n o t l i k e  th o se  
o f  a re v ie w  o r  m agazine, b u t h a rd  and d r y  a r t i c l e s ,  
th e  r e s u l t  o f s tu d y  and la b o u r ,  communicated fo r  
th e  sak e  o f th e  le a rn e d  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  a t  home o r  
ab ro ad , and ad ap ted  to  advance th e  p ro v in c e  o f 
s p e c u la t io n ,  o b s e rv a tio n , ex p e rim en t o r  r e s e a r c h  
to  w hich th e y  r e s p e c t iv e ly  b e lo n g ,"  ( 3 0 )

He was i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  each  a r t i c l e  sho u ld  be o f a h ig h  i n t e l l e c t u a l

s ta n d a rd :

" i f  i t  is  l i g h t  m a te r ia l  done l i g h t l y ,  i t  may 
p le a s e  th e  in s ta n c e  b u t w i l l  g iv e  a v e ry  f a l s e  
id ea  o f w hat ( i t )  sh o u ld  b e ,"

(31 )
and r e f u s e d  to  s e t  s e c t io n s  a s id e  f o r  th e  u se  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t s ,

Newman's c o l le a g u e s , how ever, who seldom  echoed  h is  own i n t e l l e c t u a l
( 52)

f i r e  and t a s t e  f o r  c o n tro v e rsy , w ere slow  to  re sp o n d  -  a l l  to o

o f te n  he was com pelled to  to u t  f o r  a r t i c l e s  -  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h is

r e s ig n a t io n  th e  p e r io d i c a l  c e a se d .

In  th e  D is c o u rs e s , Newman had a t ta c k e d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  London
( 33 )

on th e  g rounds t h a t  i t  was im perso n a l and i l l i b e r a l ,

" s c a rc e ly  more th a n  a b oard  o f  exam iners  and 
an a p p a ra tu s  f o r  d e g re e s  a c o l le g e  w hich (w as) 
b u t a c o l le c t io n  o f  1 e c tu r e - h a l l s  open to  young

30 , J .H .N . -  J ,  A cton , May 26, 1 858 .
31 , T heology, f o r  exam ple, had to  " f in d  i t s  way in to  i t s  pages as

H is to ry  ( o r )  p h ilo so p h y "  -  J .H .N . -  J .  B. M o rris , S ep tem ber 7»
1 858 ,

32 , He engaged in  anonymous c o n tro v e rsy  w ith  some o f h i s  c o l le a g u e s .
He argued  w ith  R, O m sby u n d er th e  pseudonym 'Q. in  th e  c o m e r ' ,
b u t to  h is  d is g u s t  found t h a t  he was b e a t in g  him,

33, 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p .1 2 2 f .
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men who n e v e r (saw ) each  o th e r  o r  t h e i r  
p ro fe s s o r s  e lsew h ere  . . .  " ( 34 )

When he became r e c t o r  i t  was n a t u r a l  th e r e f o r e  t h a t  he shou ld  i n s i s t

t h a t  h is  s t a f f  fo rg e  c lo se  and in t im a te  l i n k s  w ith  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts

and he l e g i s l a t e d  f o r  t h i s  by p la c in g  te a c h in g  in  th e  hands o f t u t o r s

and d i s c i p l in e  in  th e  hands o f  lo d g in g  house d e a n s ,

Newman’s id e a l  t u t o r  w as a young man th r e e  o r  fo u r  y e a rs  s e n io r

( 35 )to  h i s  s tu d e n ts ,  someone who was " h a l f  com panion, h a l f  a d v i s e r " , '  '  

H aving been  a t u t o r  h im s e lf ,  he knew w hat to  e x p e c t and a d v ised  h is  

tu t o r s  to  tak e  t h e i r  ch a rg e s  as th e y  found them, to  " a d d re s s "  them

s e lv e s

" to  th e  needs o f each  , , ,  ( to  s e l e c t )  t h e i r
c o u rse  o f  r e a d in g ,  recommend , , ,  l e c tu r e s  , . ,  " ( 3 5 )

and ad v ise  them on th e  b e s t  ways o f  p re p a r in g  f o r  t h e i r  e x a m in a tio n s .

They would do w e l l ,  he s a id ,  to  a n t i c ip a te

" l i t t l e  lo v e  o f  s tu d y  and no h a b i t  o f a p p l ic a 
t i o n  and e v e n  in  th e  case  o f th e  d i l i g e n t ,  
backw ardness and d e f e c t iv e  o r  i l l -g ro u n d e d  
know ledge , , ,  As to  th e  more p ro m is in g  . . .  l e t  
them go aw h ile  and b id  them b r in g  , , ,  t h e i r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  In  th e  u se  o f  th e  backward . . .
a s c e r t a in  t h e i r  weak p o in ts  and s e t  them on
rem edying them , , ,  As to  th e  i d l e  , , ,  (sen d ) 
f o r  them . . .  " ( 35 )

ask  to  se e  t h e i r  w ork, t e s t  them and c r i t i c i s e  them, b u t n e v e r

a n ta g o n is e  them, Newman d e s c r ib e d  a t u t o r ' s  work as " c lo s e "  r a th e r

th a n  " g re a t" ^ ^ ^ )  and " c o n t in u a l  r a th e r  th a n  c o n t i n u o u s " , s o m e t h i n g

w hich re q u ire d  a

34. 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p . 327.
35. 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p p .1 l8 -1 1 9 .
36 . 'My campaign in  I r e la n d ' ,  p . 119.
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" s u s ta in e d  s o l i c i t u d e  and a mind d evo ted  to
h is  charge  , , ,  The way to  a young m an 's h e a r t
l i e s  th ro u g h  h is  s tu d ie s  . . .  he f e e l s  g r a t e 
f u l  to  th e  s u p e r io r  who ta k e s  an  i n t e r e s t  in  
th e  th in g s  w hich a r e  a t  th e  moment n e a r e s t  to  
h is  h e a r t ,  and he opens i t  a c c o rd in g ly ,"  ( 36 )

"The w ork", he s a id ,

" i s  more o f  in f lu e n c e  th a n  o f  i n s t r u c t io n  b u t 
a t  th e  same tim e in f lu e n c e  is  ga ined  th ro u g h  
th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  s c h o la r s h ip ."  ( 37 )

At O r ie l  in  1828 he had fo u g h t f o r  th e  "un ion  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and
/ ? Q \

m oral in f lu e n c e " ,  b u t i t  was n o t u n t i l  1854  t h a t  he a c tu a l ly  

succeeded  in  a c h ie v in g  i t .  H is t u t o r s ,  a l l  o f  whom w ere r e s id e n t ,

su p e rv ise d  te n  s tu d e n ts  each  and sh a red  t h e i r  a n x ie t ie s  and cho res

( 39 )as w e ll  as t h e i r  p le a s u re s .

Newman, who u n d ers to o d  young men v e ry  w e ll  -  t h i s  was one o f

h is  s t r e n g th s  -  d e s c r ib e d  you th  as th e  "most d an g e ro u s"  and " l e a s t

d o c i le "  tim e o f l i f e ,  a tim e

"when th e y  a re  no lo n g e r  boys, b u t n o t y e t  
men, and c la im  to  be e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  
freedom  w hich i s  th e  r i g h t  o f  men, y e t  
p u n ish ed  w ith  th e  le n ie n c e  w hich i s  th e  
p r iv i l e g e  o f b o y s ."  ( 4 0 )

A t O r ie l ,  as a t u t o r ,  he had been uncom prom ising in  h i s  e f f o r t s  to

e s t a b l i s h  d i s c i p l i n e  b u t in  D u b lin  he was a shade more p e rm is s iv e .

"T hese y o u th s " , he s a id .

36 , 'My can ^ a ig n  in  I r e la n d ' ,  p . 11 9.
37, J .H .N . -  T. W. A l l i e s ,  November 6 , 1 857.
38 , 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p .120.
39 , Each t u t o r  re c e iv e d  £1 0 p e r  y e a r  p lu s  f r e e  b o ard ,
40 , 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ',  p ,1 2 2 .
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" . . .  w i l l  c e r t a in l y  be t h e i r  own m a ste rs  
b e fo re  many y e a rs  have p a s se d , as th e y  w ere 
c e r t a i n l y  schoo lboys n o t many months ago,
A u n iv e r s i ty  r e s id e n c e  i s ,  in  f a c t ,  a p e r io d  
o f t r a i n i n g  in te rp o s e d  betw een boyhood and 
manhood, and one o f  i t s  s p e c ia l  o f f i c e s  is  
to  in tro d u c e  and to  la u n ch  th e  young man in to  
th e  w o rld , who has h i t h e r to  been  con fin ed  
w ith in  th e  sch o o l p la y g ro u n d ,"  ( 40 )

He reckoned  t h a t  th e  "sudden  t r a n s i t i o n  from  r e s t r a i n t  to  l i b e r t y

was p e r i l o u s ,  t h a t  i t  was w rong

" to  l e t  th e  g re a t  w o rld  be th e  f i r s t  s te p s  
on w hich th e  young a r e  s e t  a t  l i b e r t y  to  
fo llo w  t h e i r  own b e n t ,"  ( 4 0 )

and c o n se q u e n tly  encouraged h is  s tu d e n ts  to  s e t  up t h e i r  own

s o c ie t i e s  and be t h e i r  own " g u a rd ia n s " . He p ro v id ed  them w ith  games

rooms -  b i l l i a r d s ,  a game w hich he le a rn e d  as a c h i ld ,  was e s p e c ia l ly

p o p u la r  -  and in v i te d  them to  s o ir e e s  and m u s ic a l ev en in g s . I t  would

be m is le a d in g , hov/ever, to  im ply th a t  Newman g ra n te d  h is  s tu d e n ts  th e

k in d  o f independence w hich p re s e n t-d a y  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  en jo y : r e l ig io u s

s e iv ic e s  w ere com pulsory , l e c tu r e s  w ere h e ld  fo u r  o r  f i v e  h o u rs  p e r

day, and no s tu d e n ts  w ere a llow ed  o u t a f t e r  a c e r t a in  h o u r w ith o u t

p e rm is s io n ,

Newman r e f u s e d  to  ta k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  g u id in g  boys th ro u g h  

t h e i r  " f i r s t  s te p s  in  educa tion"^^^^  -  t h a t  sh o u ld  have been  done a t  

s c h o o l -  y e t  a c c e p te d  th e  t a s k  o f  p re p a r in g  them f o r  " th e  b u s in e s s  o f 

l i f e " ,  and e s ta b l i s h e d  a f a i r l y  f l e x i b l e  system  o f d i s c i p l in e :  heads 

o f houses w ere in s t r u c te d  to  d e a l  w ith  a l l  b u t  th e  most s e r io u s

40 , 'My cam paign in  I r e la n d ' ,  p ,1 2 2 .



98.

b reac h es  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  th em se lv es  -  th e y  w ere  to  t r e a t  o ffe n c e s

l e n i e n t l y  and s y m p a th e tic a lly  -  and had on ly  to  r e f e r  th e  most

( 42 )

( 41 )u n re p e n ta n t c u l p r i t s  to  h im ,' '

I n  keep ing  w ith  th e  view s o r i g i n a l l y  ex p ressed  in  th e  D isco u rse s

Newman r e g u la r ly  adm onished h is  s t a f f  to  t r e a t  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts

a f f e c t io n a t e ly :

" i t  i s  p la in  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  te n d e rn e s s ,  
o r  even l a x i t y  o f  r u l e  on th e  one h and , and 
an a n x io u s , v i g i l a n t ,  im p o rtu n a te  a t t e n t i o n  
on th e  o th e r ,  a r e  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
t h a t  d i s c i p l in e  w hich i s  p e c u l i a r  o f  a 
u n iv e r s i ty  , , ,  I t  i s  e a s y  enough to  la y  down 
th e  law  and to  j u s t i f y  i t ,  to  make y o u r r u le  
and keep i t ;  b u t i t  i s  q u i te  a s c ie n c e  , , ,  
to  m a in ta in  a p r e s e rv in g  g e n t le  o v e r s ig h t ,  
to  u se  a m inu te  d i s c r e t io n ,  to  a d a p t yo u r 
tr e a tm e n t to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  to  go j u s t  
as f a r  as you s a f e ly  may w ith  e ac h  m ind, 
and no f u r th e r  and to  do a l l  t h i s  w ith  no 
s e l f i s h  ends, w ith  no s a c r i f i c e  o f  s i n c e r i t y  
and f r a n k n e s s ,  and w ith  no s u s p ic io n  o f 
p a r t i a l i t y , "  (43)

C o erc io n  th e n  was d e f e c t iv e  because i t  underm ined th e  m utual 

r e s p e c t  betw een te a c h e r  and p u p i l  upon w hich th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  i n t e g r i t y  

depended. And y e t  Newman d id  n o t alw ays p r a c t i c e  w hat he p reach ed .

In  December, I 837 , a d tu d e n t by th e  name o f  M olloy w ent to  a p a r ty  

w ith o u t le a v e .  He was accom panied by a n o th e r  s tu d e n t named M ulho lland , 

who induced  a s e rv a n t  to  le a v e  a  door u n lo ck ed  f o r  t h e i r  r e tu r n .  

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h e i r  p l o t  was d isc o v e re d  and r e p o r te d ,  w hereupon 

Newman d ec reed  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  s e n t  down f o r  a te rm . T h is  was

41 , He s t i l l  r e s e rv e d  th e  r i g h t  to  s e n d  s tu d e n ts  down o r  ex p e l them,
42 , 'D is c o u r s e s ’ , p ,1 2 2 ,
43 , 'My cam paign in  I r e la n d ' ,  p ,3 8 .
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h a rd ly  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  alma m a te r  whom Newman d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  

D isc o u rse s  -  December a f t e r  a l l  i s  a tim e  o f  custom ary  f e s t i v i t y  and 

end o f  te rm  abandon  -  and n o t s u r p r i s in g ly  th e  young men and t h e i r  

p a re n ts  p r o te s te d .  Even th e  c o l le g e  d eans f e l t  t h e i r  punishm ent had 

been  e x c e s s iv e  -  a reprim and in  t h e i r  view  would have s u f f ic e d  -  b u t 

Newman was r e l u c t a n t  a t  f i r s t  to  g iv e  way. In  th e  end , he a llo w ed  th e  

t r u a n t s  to  r e t u r n  p ro v id ed  th e y  w e re  in d o o rs  by fo u r  o 'c lo c k  each  day 

and th e r e  th e  m a t te r  r e s te d  in  a somewhat u n s a t i s f a c to r y  com prom ise.

T h is  in c id e n t  su g g e s ts  t h a t  as a r e c t o r ,  Newman was a heavy- 

handed and p u n i t iv e  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  b u t  t h i s  was n o t th e  ca se ,

In  1858  th e r e  was a r i o t  a t  a m eeting  o f  th e  'A e s th e t ic  S o c i e ty ',  a 

body to  w hich s t a f f  and s tu d e n ts  be lo n g ed . I t  was an  "unseem ly* 

b u s in e s s ,  a d is c u s s io n  ru in e d  by h e c k l in g  and i n t e r r u p t io n s ,  b u t o n ly  

two o f Newman's s tu d e n ts  w ere i m p l i c a t e d , T h i s  was a f a r  more 

s e r io u s  in c id e n t  th a n  th e  M olloy-M ulho lland  a f f a i r  and y e t  on t h i s  

o c c a s io n  he a c te d  w ith  commendable r e s t r a i n t .  In s te a d  o f  send ing  th e  

row dies down, he q u ie t ly  d is s o lv e d  th e  s o c ie ty  and re p la c e d  i t  w ith  

a n o th e r  to  w hich th e  h o o lig a n s  in  q u e s tio n  w ere r e fu s e d  ad m issio n .

H aving a ttem p ted  to  g a t h e r  to g e th e r  a s t a f f  w hich p e r s o n i f ie d  

th e  h ig h e s t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s ta n d a r d s ,  how d id  Newman have them te a c h  

th e  s tu d e n ts ?  He was opposed to  w hat he c a l le d  a " d e s u l to ry  method 

o f s tu d y "  -  by t h i s  he meant a s y lla b u s  in  w hich  s u b je c ts  w ere n o t 

r e l a t e d  -  and p ro c la im ed  t h a t  a l l  s tu d e n ts  w ere to  fo llo w  a common

44. He a c t u a l l y  co n s id e re d  h im s e lf  to  be p e rm is s iv e ,
45 . The c u l p r i t s  w ere e i t h e r  e x te r n a ls  o r  members o f  T r in i ty .
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c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  tw o y e a r s :  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  a l g e b r a ,  c a l c u l u s ,  

g e o g r a p h y ,  F r e n c h ,  Germ an and  s c r i p t u r e .  T h o se  who p r e f e r r e d  a  c a r e e r  

i n  i n d u s t r y  o r  com m erce c o u ld  l e a v e  a f t e r  c o m p le t in g  t h e i r  c o u r s e ,  

w h i l s t  t h e  " s c h o l a r s " ,  t h o s e  who p a s s e d  t h e i r  e x a m in a t io n s  a t  t h e  end 

o f  t h e i r  tw o - y e a r  c o u r s e  -  w e n t on  t o  s p e c i a l i s e .  E v e n  w hen t h e y  

s p e c i a l i s e d ,  h o w e v e r , " p o r t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  , , ,  b e i n g  p a r t s  

o f  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n "  w e re  s t i l l  o b l i g a t o r y .  I n  t h e o r y ,  d e g r e e s  

c o u ld  be  t a k e n  a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s '  s tu d y  w i th  h i g h e r  d e g r e e s  f o r  t h o s e  

who r e q u i r e d  th em  l a t e r , ^ ^ ^ ^ b u t  s t a n d a r d s  w e re  n e v e r  h ig h  enough  f o r  

t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  b e  e f f e c t e d .

I n  t h e  D is c o u r s e s  Newman a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  w as e s s e n t i a l  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  r e s i d e n t ,  an d  h e  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h i s  b y  o p e n in g  f o u r  

lo d g in g  h o u s e s :  S t ,  M a r y 's ,  w h ic h  h e  r a n  h i m s e l f ;  S t ,  P a t r i c k ' s ,

S t ,  L a w r e n c e 's  and  a  C a r m e l i t e  h o u s e  f o r  th e o lo g y  s t u d e n t s .  H ow ever, 

h e  d e v i a t e d  fro m  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  b y  e n c o u r a g in g  " e x t e r n a l s "  an d  o p e n in g  

c l a s s e s  t o  m em bers o f  t h e  p u b l i c  e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  w e re  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  

r e g i s t e r e d , T h i s  w as  a  c r u c i a l  c h a n g e  o f  p l a n .

No s o o n e r  h a d  h e  t a k e n  up r e s id e n c e  t h a n  Neivman o p en e d  h i s  d o o rs  

t o  a  f a r  w id e r  c l i e n t e l e  t h a n  h e  h ad  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d .  He i n s i s t e d  

t h a t  h i s  s t a f f  s h o u ld  e d u c a te  n o t  o n ly  t h e  "y o u n g  men o f  r a n k ,  f o r t u n e  

o r  e x p e c t a t i o n s " , b u t  a l s o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  o f

46 , D egrees w ere n o t  ta k e n  in  f a c t  because th e  u n iv e r s i ty  n e v e r  
re c e iv e d  a c h a r t e r  from th e  governm ent. The a c t u a l  s y lla b u s e s  
and s ta n d a rd s  o f p r o f ic ie n c y  a re  to  b e  found in  'My cam paign 
in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p p ,1 3O -I45.

47, T h ey  w e re  c a l l e d  " a u d i t o r s "  and  p a i d  £10 p e r  y e a r ,
48 , J ,H ,N ,  -  Memorandum p re s e n te d  to  th e  I r i s h  b ish o p s  in  O c to b e r ,1 854.
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law  and m ed icine  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  who had to  work f o r  a l i v in g .  He 

s t a t e d  t h a t  he in ten d ed  to  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  " l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n  ( o f )  

y o u th s  d e s t in e d  to  m e rc a n ti le  p u r s u i t s " ,  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  "you ths 

in  th e  low er c l a s s e s  o f th e  com m unity", and e v e n  f o r  secondary  e d u c a tio n  

by p ro d u c in g  t e x t  books o f i n s t r u c t i o n  w hich w ould h e lp  to  p re p a re  

schoo lboys f o r  u n iv e r s i ty .  He e x p e c te d  th e s e  books to  be used  th ro u g h 

o u t th e  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  w o rld , in  c o u n tr ie s  l i k e  A m erica, C anada, 

A u s t r a l i a  and I n d ia ,  and hoped t h a t  th e y  m ight g iv e  a C a th o lic  to n e  

to  th e  u rb an  s o c i e t i e s  in  w hich th e y  w ere u sed .

T h is  was a much w id e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  

th a n  was u su a l and much w id e r th a n  t h a t  o u t l in e d  in  th e  D isc o u rse s , 

Nowhere in  th o se  l e c tu r e s  d id  he p ro p o se  to  t u t o r  young men f o r  th e  

p ro fe s s io n s  and commerce. Nor d id  he a n t i c ip a t e  e d u c a tin g  th e  sons 

o f th e  low er c la s s e s  o r  p ro v id in g  t e x t  books f o r  u se  in  s c h o o ls . I t  

m ight be argued th a t  Newman vfas com pelled  to  sp read  h is  n e t  wide 

b ecau se  th e r e  w ere so few men o f ra n k  and fo r tu n e  to  ta k e  advan tage 

o f h i s  co u rse s  -  th e  E n g lish  g e n try  r e f u s e d  t h e i r  p a tro n a g e  f o r  f e a r  

t h e i r  sons cau g h t th e  b r o g u e ^ -  b u t n e v e r th e le s s ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f 

m o t iv a t io n , Newman's co n cep t o f  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u ca tio n  was much c lo s e r  

in  scope  to  t h a t  w hich has come to  p a s s  th a n  th e  O xbridge p a t t e r n  and 

f o r  i t s  tim e w as b o ld ly  im a g in a tiv e .

49 . T, W, A l l i e s  t o ld  Newman t h a t  'n o  inducem ent w ould be s tro n g  
enough to  le a d  E n g lish  C a th o l ic s  o f b i r t h  and p o s i t io n  to  
send  t h e i r  sons to  an I r i s h  u n iv e r s i ty  w ith  a chance o f 
b r in g in g  back th e  b r o g u e ,*
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P ro g re s s  was slow . Of th e  fo u r  f a c u l t i e s ,  th e  a r t s  f a c u l ty  

was "lam e",^^^^  w h i l s t  th e  f a c u l ty  o f s c ie n c e  was even w orse; when 

Newman l e f t  th e r e  w ere no more th a n  f i f t y  o r  s ix ty  s tu d e n ts .  The 

f a c u l ty  o f law  was so d ev o id  o f p u p i l s  t h a t  i t  had to  c lo se  down, 

w h i l s t  th e  f a c u l ty  o f th e o lo g y  had i n s u f f i c i e n t  numbers to  occupy 

i t s  s t a f f .  And y e t  a lth o u g h  d is a p p o in te d ,  Newman was n ev e r 

d i s i l l u s io n e d :  " a l l  t h a t  i s  w anted f o r  i t s  su ccess  i s  tim e " ,^ ^ ^ )

At f i r s t  he n ev e r en v isag ed  a f a c u l ty  o f  m ed ic in e ; n e v e r th e le s s ,  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c u l ty  f lo u r i s h e d  w h i l s t  th o se  w hich w ere seem ing ly  

more im p o rta n t f lo u n d e re d . T here was a d emand in  I r e la n d  f o r  a 

C a th o lic  sch o o l o f  m ed icine  -  e x i s t in g  s c h o o ls  were c lo se d  to  p a p is t s  - 

and when a f u l l y  equipped te a c h in g  u n i t  came on th e  m a rk e t, he snapped

( 5 2 )i t  u p , '  '  H is s tu d e n ts ,  m oreover, reac h ed  a f a i r l y  h ig h  l e v e l  o f

s c h o la r s h ip  and p r o f ic ie n c y ,  and had th e r e  been a d emand by e q u a lly  

com m itted s tu d e n ts  f o r  o th e r  s u b je c t s ,  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  would have

C55)d o u b tle s s  made much more p ro g re s s  th a n  i t  d i d , '  '

Evening c la s s e s  a ls o  caugh t on, S u l l iv a n  a rg u e d  a g a in s t  them 

on th e  grounds t h a t  th e y  d iv e r te d  l e c t u r e r s  from  t h e i r  main t a s k s ,  

b u t w h i ls t  a c c e p tin g  t h a t  i t  was w rong to  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  h is  s t a f f ' s  

d u t i e s ,  Newman m a in ta in e d  t h a t  " in  i t s e l f  a system  o f  such l e c tu r e s  

(w as) h ig h ly  d e s i r a b l e " .  In  th e  D isco u rse s  he had spoken s c a th in g ly

50 , J .H .N , -  P o l le n ,  November 26, 1857.
51 , J .  H, N, -  D odsw orth, J u ly  25, 1857.
52 , I t  c o s t  him £ 1 ,4 5 0 .
55 . I t  i s  e s tim a te d  t h a t  l e s s  th a n  I/o o f  th e  I r i s h  p o p u la tio n

demanded a u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n .
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o f "p o p u la r  edu ca tio n "^^^^  and as  r e c t o r  he echoed th e se  s e n tim e n ts  

by em phasising  t h a t  what he had in  mind was n o t  " r e a l  e d u c a tio n " .

"The power and a t t e n t io n  o f young men" a f t e r  b e in g  a t  work a l l  day 

was bound to  be found w an tin g  and th e r e f o r e  he su g g es ted  th a t  th e y  be 

g iv e n  som eth ing  "n o t too  d ry "  o r  demanding. I t  was a g r e a t  th in g  in  

h i s  o p in io n

" , , ,  to  employ th e  tim e o f  young men o f an 
even ing . I t  (w as) b e t t e r  th e y  shou ld  be awake 
o r  a s le e p  in  a l e c tu r e  room, th a n  in  many o th e r  
p la c e s  th e y  m ight o th e rw ise  f r e q u e n t ,"  (33)

b u t th e re  was n e v e r  any q u e s tio n  o f  g iv in g  them an y th in g  more th a n  a

s m a tte r in g  o f  know ledge; a s u p e r f i c i a l  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th o se  s u b je c ts

w hich e s p e c i a l l y  ap p ea led  to  them and n o th in g  more.

Was Newman to o  am b itio u s?  He en v isag ed  a u n iv e r s i t y  " to  w hich

p e o p le  r e s o r te d  from  a l l  q u a r te r s "  o f  th e  g lo b e , from  n o n -E n g lish -

sp e a k in g  a re a s  as w e ll as E n g lis h -sp e a k in g  a r e a s ,  and b e fo re  lo n g

F re n c h , B e lg ian  and P o l is h  s tu d e n ts  a r r iv e d .  However, th e r e  w ere

n e v e r  as many as he e x p e c te d , and th e r e f o r e  th e  p r o je c t  n ev e r developed

in to  th e  k ind  o f co sm o p o litan  u n iv e r s i ty  w hich has now come to  p a s s .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  m igh t have done, I r e la n d  was in  a good g e o g ra p h ic a l

p o s i t i o n  and could  have become a m ee tin g  p o in t  f o r  th e  c u l tu r e s  o f  th e

o ld  w orld  and th e  new. At t h a t  s ta g e  n e i th e r  Europe n o r  America was

e s p e c i a l l y  endowed w ith  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and th e re  was an  un tapped  so u rc e

o f  p o t e n t i a l  muted by th e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  o f th e  age in  I r e la n d  i t s e l f .

H is p la n ,  how ever, needed to  be v ig o ro u s ly  su p p o r te d , b u t  " l ik e

( 55 )F ra n k e n s te in  , , ,  s c a re d  o f t h e i r  own m o n s te r " '^ ^ 'th e  I r i s h  f a i l e d  to

34 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p .1 1 $ f .
55 . J ,H ,N , , Memorandum, 186?.
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g iv e  i t  th e  k in d  o f h e ro ic  h ack in g  w hich i t  c a l le d  f o r .  T h is  was a 

p i t y  b ecause  t h e i r  la c k  o f  su p p o r t underm ined Newman's p o s i t io n  w h i ls t  

a l s o  c u t t in g  th e  co u n try  o f f  from  th e  main s tream  o f  modern th o u g h t.

By a C a th o lic  U n iv e rs i ty ,  Newman meant one in  w hich " th e  

o f f i c e r s  and te a c h e r s  were C a th o lic "  and y e t  a t  l e a s t  one o f  th e  

p r o f e s s o r s ,  a p r o f e s s o r  in  th e  m e d ica l s c h o o l, was a P r o te s ta n t .  Many 

s tu d e n ts  w ere a l s o  P r o te s ta n ts  and p r iz e s  w ere r e g u la r ly  awarded to  

th e s e  ta le n te d  a l i e n s  r a th e r  th a n  C a th o lic s .  T h is  p r a c t ic e  con

t r a s t e d  n o t on ly  w ith  th e  r e l i g io u s  in to le r a n c e  o f Oxford and 

Cambridge w here N onconform ists w ere  n o t a d m itted  u n t i l  1871, b u t  a ls o  

w ith  th e  in t r a n s ig e n c e  o f g h e tto -m in d ed  E n g lis h  C a th o l ic s ,  sh a c k le d  by 

t h e i r  p a s t  to  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  c o n tro v e rsy  and s e l f - c e n t r e d  b ig o t r y .

In  seek in g  to  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  P r o te s ta n ts  and p u t an  end to  th e  

unhappy and in f l e x i b l e  d is c o rd  o f r e c e n t  h i s t o r y ,  Newman was th e r e f o r e  

a n t i c ip a t in g  th e  harmony w hich now e x i s t s  and was a c e n tu ry  ahead o f 

h i s  tim e.

I t  has been  s a id  t h a t  he w anted to  make h is  u n iv e r s i t y  in to

( 57 )a n o th e r  O x fo rd ,' '  b u t t h i s  i s  an o v e r s im p l i f i c a t io n .  He c e r t a in ly

w anted D u b lin  to  be "as  good as O x f o r d " a n d  th o u g h t i t

" c u r io u s  , , ,  i f  O xford (w as) im ported  in to  
I r e la n d  n o t in  i t s  members o n ly , b u t in  i t s  
p r in c i p l e s ,  m ethods, ways and a rg u m e n ts ,"  (5 9 )

56 , In  th e  m ed ica l sch o o l betw een f i f t e e n  and tw enty  s tu d e n ts  w ere 
p r o te s t a n t ,

57 . W. Ward argued  t h a t  he w an ted  " to  im port Oxford in to  I r e la n d ,  
i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  ways, m ethods and argum en ts"  -  'L i f e  o f  J .H .N , ',  
V o l,1 , p ,3 1 2 ,

58 , J .H .N , -  R, O m sby, A p r il  1 4 , 1857 -  he p ro b a b ly  m eant t h a t  l i k e  
O xford h is  u n iv e r s i t y w ould p re s e rv e  th e  m ed ieval t r a d i t i o n  o f 
g iv in g  a r e l i g io u s  o v e rto n e  to  i t s  s tu d ie s ,

59 . J .H .N , -  M rs, F ro u d e , Septem ber 1 85I .
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b u t in  r e a l i t y ,  h is  m iss io n  in  Oxford was q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  to  h is

m iss io n  in  D u b lin . At Oxford he s e t  o u t to

" , , ,  overth row  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  l i b e r a l i s m  w hich 
was tan tam oun t to  r a t io n a l i s m  and to  v in d ic a te  
a g a in s t  i t  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  . . .  Church 
Hence he was c o n s e r v a t iv e ,"  (6 0 )

w hereas in  D ub lin

"he s t ro v e  to  c o u n te ra c t  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th o s e  
who f a i l e d  to  look  f r a n k l y  a t  th e  t r e n d  o f 
s c ie n c e  , , ,  (and ) d e s i r e d  to  b u i ld  up in  th e  
r i s i n g  g e n e ra tio n  minds w hich sh o u ld  be . . .  
s e n s i t i v e l y  a l iv e  to  th e  w orld  o f  f a c t  . . .  " ( 60)

and co n se q u e n tly  he was l i b e r a l .  A t O xford he d e p re c a te d  d is c u s s io n

o f r e v e l a t i o n  as r a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  w h i l s t  in  D ublin  he c la im ed  th a t

freedom  o f d is c u s s io n  was in d is p e n s a b le .  At Oxford he t r i e d  to

v in d ic a te  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  c o rp o ra te  C hurch, w hereas in  D ub lin

he a tte m p te d  to  s e t  up a com m ittee o f  e x p e r ts ,  la y  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,

to  p ronounce on th e  c o n tro v e r s ie s  o f th e  day. F u rth e rm o re , Oxford

was th e  r e s u l t  o f "slow  grow th  and random  is s u e  o f  p r i v a t e  e x e r t io n s " ,

w h i ls t  D ub lin  had " to  be s e t  up in  an i n s t a n t " , ^ a n d  th e r e f o r e

w hereas in  D ub lin  th e r e  was no c o l l e g i a t e  system  -  in s te a d  th e r e  was

a r e c t o r i a l  c o u n c il w hich made e x e c u tiv e  d e c is io n s  -  in  O xford, th e

c o l le g e s ,  most o f w hich w ere hundreds o f  y e a rs  o ld , w e re  v i r t u a l l y

autonom ous, Newman argued  t h a t  i t  was c h e a p e r, more e f f i c i e n t ,  more

co n v e n ie n t and more e f f e c t iv e  to  govern  from th e  c e n t r e ,  h i s  u n iv e r s i ty

cou ld  a l s o  " a c t  upon th e  w orld" more e a s i l y  i f  i t  77as  f r e e  o f

60 , I n t ro d u c t io n  to  th e  ' D is c o u rs e s ' by W, Ward, p p .x x -x x i .
61 , 'A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r i t in g s ',  p ,2 8 5 .
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c o l l e g i a t e  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e r e f o r e  c la im ed  th e  r i g h t  to  o v e r r id e  th e
/ r  2 ̂

d e c is io n s  o f  h is  c o u n c il i f  and when he th o u g h t i t  n e c e s s a ry .

I t  has a ls o  been s a id  t h a t  Louvain w as h i s  model -  C u l le r  f o r  

example took  t h i s  l i n e  -  b u t a lth o u g h  Newman in q u ire d  ab o u t L ouvain  

which w as a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  fo u n d a tio n , e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l y  in s p ir e d  

and seem ing ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  he was f a r  too  co m p ara tiv e  a th in k e r  to  ape 

a s in g le  i n s t i t u t i o n , I n  p la n n in g  h is  u n iv e r s i ty  Newman examined 

a n c ie n t  and m ed iev a l as w e ll as modem u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and co n se q u e n tly  

h is  p r o je c t  was as much in f lu e n c e d  by th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  A thens and 

S e v i l l e  as O xford and L o u v a i n , a n d  was p a r t  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  w hich 

harked  back to  th e  m edieval and a n c ie n t  w o r ld s ,

Newman v a lu ed  t r a d i t i o n  b e c a u se  i t  checked and c o n t ro l le d  w hat 

F , R, Lea v is  has d e s c r ib e d  as " th e  b l in d  d r iv e  onward o f  m a te r ia l  and 

m ech an ica l d ev e lo p m e n ts" ,^ ^ ^ ) He r e g u la r ly  le c tu r e d  to  h is  s tu d e n ts  

on t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  b u t he n ev e r b e l ie v e d  in  a t r a d i t i o n  w hich was 

s ta g n a n t  and f o r  t h i s  re a so n  in s i s t e d  t h a t  h is  u n iv e r s i t y  equipped 

i t s  s tu d e n ts  f o r  " e v e ry  p la c e  and s i t u a t i o n  th ey  m igh t meet in  

l i f e " , ^ ^ ^ )  I t  sh o u ld  produce men who w ere  u s e f u l  to  s o c ie ty  a s  w e l l  

as th e m se lv es ; men who would ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f c l a s s

62 , "The r e c t o r 's  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  suprem e th ro u g h o u t th e  u n iv e r s i ty "  
'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ',  p ,1 0 6 ,

63 , H is governm ent was d i f f e r e n t  from  L o u v a in 's ,  The S e n a te  was 
open to  f e l lo w s ,  th e re b y  p re v e n t in g  o l ig a r c h ic a l  governm ent, 
w hereas L o u v a in 's  was n o t ,

64 , See 'H i s t o r i c a l  S k e tc h e s ' ,  V o l,3 , p p .1 3 -1 5 , and 'My cam paign 
in  I r e l a n d ',  p p .437-447. .

65 , 'E d u c a tio n  and th e  u n i v e r s i t y ' ,  by F , R, L e a v is , p . 25.
66, 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p p ,320-321,



107.

and denom ination  in  th e  com m ercial, i n d u s t r i a l  and p r o f e s s io n a l  l i f e

o f t h e i r  tim es :

"You a re  bom  f o r  I r e la n d  and y o u r a m b itio n  
i s  to  advance I r e l a n d 's  h onour, i t s  le a rn in g  
(and ) i t s  p o l i t i c a l  p ow er,"  ( 67 )

Nev/man was a good businessm an . The b ish o p s  gave him £ 5 8 ,0 0 0  to  

e s t a b l i s h  th e  u n iv e r s i ty ,  a l a r g e  sum by I r i s h  s ta n d a rd s ,  b u t  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  k in d  o f  i n t e m a t i o n a l  c e n t r e  w hich he 

had in  mind. B ecause he la c k e d  money he was th e r e f o r e  com pelled  to  

econom ise; to  pay  low s a l a r i e s  -  w hereas a t  L ouvain  p r o f e s s o r s  re c e iv e d  

£500  p e r  y e a r ,  a t  Bonn £700 and a t  E dinburgh  £ 1 ,2 0 0 , a t  D u b lin  th e y  

o n ly  r e c e iv e d  £ 300^^^^ -  to  c u t down on lo d g in g  house e x p e n d i tu r e ,  

and e f f e c t  on ly  th e  most n e c e s s a ry  r e p a i r s , H o w e v e r ,  m ost o f h is  

s tu d e n ts  w ere p o o r and had to  be s u b s id is e d .  He ap p ea led  to  th e  I r i s h  

g e n try  in  th e  hope th a t  th e y  w ould open a s u b s c r ip t io n  l i s t ,  and 

approached  t h e i r  E n g lish  c o u n te rp a r ts  to  see  i f  th e y  would endow a 

lo d g in g  h o u se , b u t n e i th e r  showed much en th u siasm . I t  i s  t m e  t h a t  

some E n g lis h  f a m i l ie s  su p p o rte d  him -  th e  T hrockm ortons, f o r  exam ple, 

s e n t  t h e i r  son  to  s tu d y  in  D u b lin  and g av e  g e n e ro u s ly  to  th e  cau se  -  

b u t th e y  w ere an e x c e p tio n . I t  m ight be a rg u ed  t h a t  Newman cou ld  

ex p ec t l i t t l e  b e t t e r  from an  im poverished  c o u n try , and y e t  th e  I r i s h  

had in v i te d  him and had h a p p ily  app lauded  h i s  e lo q u en t t h e o r i e s :  s u r e ly ,  

he had ev e ry  re a so n  to  e x p e c t them to  h e lp  him p u t  th e s e  th e o r i e s  in to  

p r a c t i c e .

67 , Quoted by W. F . S to c k le y  in  'Newman, e d u c a tio n  and I r e l a n d ' ,  p . 49.
68, He re c e iv e d  £400  h im se lf  and gave h i s  V ic e - f e c to r  £350 ,
69 , He p a id  some o f  th e  r e p a i r  b i l l s  h im s e lf .  He p a id  £300  f o r

exam ple to  have S t ,  M ary 's  lo d g in g  house re n o v a te d  in  1 854.
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Running c o s ts  w ere h ig h  -  £ 6 ,8 0 0  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  a lo n e  -  

b u t when he approached  th e  b ish o p s  and asked them to  l e g i s l a t e  f o r  

t h i s ,  th ey  tu rn e d  a d e a f  e a r .  He ask ed  them to  s e t  up a n a t io n a l  

f in a n c e  com m ittee; t h i s  body w ould n o t on ly  p ro v id e  him w ith  funds f o r  

expanding  th e  v e n tu re ,  b u t a ls o  s u p e rv is e  th e  w ays in  w hich he s p e n t 

them -  hov/ever, such  a  body was c o n tra ry  to  t h e i r  lo r d s h ip s ' t r a d i t i o n  

and t a s t e  and co n seq u en tly  i t  n e v e r  m a te r ia l i s e d ,

Of th e  £ 58 , 000 , he in v e s te d  £ 46 ,0 0 0 , le a v in g  £ 1 2 ,0 0 0  o r  th e r e 

a b o u ts , to  spend on b u i ld in g s  and eq u ip m en t, on e s t a b l i s h in g  fo u r  

lo d g in g  houses and fo u r  f a c u l t i e s .  Whenever he needed m ore, he w en t 

o u t and a sk e d  f o r  i t .  F o r  exam ple, he needed a ch u rch , S t ,  M ary’s 

had been an in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f th e  l i f e  o f  O xford, e x e r t in g  a pow erfu l 

in f lu e n c e  on th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te s , and Newman approached C u lle n  in  th e  

hope o f  ta k in g  o v er an e x i s t i n g  church  w hich he cou ld  u se  in  a s im i la r

(71 )fa s h io n .  At f i r s t ,  C u lle n  agreed  b u t he n e v e r im plem ented h is  

p rom ise  and co n seq u en tly  Newman was com pelled  to  fo ra g e  f o r  h im se lf .

He o rg a n ise d  an ap p ea l and w ith in  two y e a r s ,  th e  ch u rch , w hich is  s t i l l
( 7 2 )

u sed , was opened, '  '

I t  was u n fo r tu n a te  t h a t  he had to  b e g in  h is  u n iv e r s i ty  d u r in g  

y e a rs  o f s t r i f e  and tu rm o il .  The g r e a t  fam ine o f  1845 had w iped o u t 

o n e -e ig h th  o f th e  p o p u la tio n , th e  r e v o lu t io n  o f 1 848 had ended in  a 

f i a s c o ,  e v ic t io n  was w idesp read  and a g ra r ia n  crim e was on th e  in c re a s e .

70 . T h e re fo re  he had to  f in d  £ 5 ,0 0 0  each y e a r  by begging ,
71 . He was g o ing  to  g iv e  him S t ,  A udeon 's,
72 . Newman p reached  th e r e  and in v i te d  o th e rs  to  p re a c h  to o . I t  was 

a ls o  u sed  f o r  p r iz e - g iv in g s  and cerem o n ia l o c c a s io n s .
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F e n ia n  ism was in  i t s  in fan c y  and c o u n t le s s  I r i s h  w ere e m ig ra tin g ,

Newman r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i t  needed " e x tr a o rd in a ry "  m easures to  "change

th e  e x i s t in g  s t a t e  o r  c o n d itio n  o f  th in g s" (^ ^ ^ a n d  th e r e f o r e  ap p o in ted

p r i e s t s  to  t r a v e l  round th e  c o u n try  convening p u b l ic  m ee tin g s , s e t t i n g

up a s s o c ia t io n s  a f f i l i a t e d  to  th e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  s t im u la t in g  i n t e r e s t

am ongst p a r is h  c le rg y  and a d v e r t i s in g  co u rse s  and b u r s a r ie s .

T h e o r e t ic a l ly  t h i s  id e a  was sound:

" I  am s u re  n o th in g  w i l l  be done s u c c e s s f u l ly  
u n le s s  we s e t  o u t w ith  a c l e a r  and p r e c i s e  view
o f how we mean to  move th e  p e o p le , w hat in d u c e 
m ents we a re  to  o f f e r  them as th e  qu id  p ro  quo 
f o r  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s "  (73 )

and y e t  h is  d i s c i p l e s  met w ith  o n ly  a l im i te d  re s p o n s e .  The

" e x tra o rd in a ry "  change w hich Newman c a l l e d  f o r  n e v e r  o ccu rred  because

o f th e  p o v e r ty , p r e ju d ic e  and h o s t i l i t y  o f th e  tim e s , b u t t h i s  w o rrie d

Newman l e s s  th a n  i t  has w o rried  McGrath:

" I  con tem p la te  a p eo p le  w hich has  had a lo n g
n ig h t and w i l l  have an in e v i t a b l e  day, I  am
tu rn in g  my eyes tow ards a hundred y e a rs  to  com e," (7 4 )

Newman's s t a f f  com plained b i t t e r l y  a b o u t th e  ig n o ran c e  o f  t h e i r

s tu d e n ts .  The p r o fe s s o r  o f  a n c ie n t  h i s to r y  f o r  in s ta n c e  th o u g h t t h a t

he had

" th e  r i g h t  , , ,  to  ta k e  i t  f o r  g ra n te d  t h a t  h i s
h e a re rs  (had ) some know ledge, however im p e rfe c t " (75)

b u t t h i s  was n o t th e  case . The f a c u l ty  o f  th e o lo g y  com plained t h a t

t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  w ere " d e f ic i e n t"  w h i l s t  th e  p r o f e s s o r  o f l o g i c ,  in  a

73 . J .H .N . -  E . B u t le r ,  November 1 9 , 1857.
74. 'H i s to r i c a l  S k e tc h e s ',  V ol^ , p . 32.
75. 'My campaign in  I r e l a n d ',  p . 202.
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le n g th y  memorandum concluded t h a t  he had ta u g h t  h is  s tu d e n ts  n o th in g .

L ike  h is  c o lle a g u e s  he o b je c te d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  t h e i r  " im p e rfe c t

p re p a ra to ry  t r a i n i n g " , t h e i r  id le n e s s ,  and t h e i r  " g e n e ra l  c a r e le s s -

( 77 )n e s s ,  in a t t e n t io n  and n e g l ig e n c e " . '  '  In  c l a s s i c s ,  th e  s to r y  was 

th e  same: i t  was " u p h i l l  w o rk " .^ ^ ^ ) ^ow f a r  was t h i s  an  in d ic tm e n t o f 

Newman?

I t  was c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  m ost sch o o ls  in  I r e la n d  w ere in c a p a b le  

o f  coach ing  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  to  u n d e rg ra d u a te  l e v e l s ,  and Newman re c o g 

n is e d  th i s  by in v i t in g  them to  u se  th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  f a c i l i t i e s  -  he 

opened h is  l i b r a r y  to  them -  by o f f e r in g  s c h o la r s h ip s  to  t h e i r  p u p i l s  

on a c o m p e tit iv e  b a s i s ,  and by p re s s in g  h is  s t a f f  to  w r i t e  schoolboy

( 79 )m anuals w hich s tu d e n ts  cou ld  " g e t  up" b e fo re  th e y  r e g i s t e r e d ,^  '  Some 

m anuals w ere p roduced; A rn o ld , f o r  exam ple , w ro te  a gram m ar, w h i ls t  

D a rn e ll  produced a book on th e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  and th e y  s o ld  v e ry  w e ll ;  

how ever, th e r e  i s  no ev id en ce  t h a t  s ta n d a rd s  ro se  a p p re c ia b ly  as a  

r e s u l t .

Would s ta n d a rd s  have im proved i f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  had awarded 

d eg ree s?  Newman's s t a f f  th o u g h t so and in  1855, 1857 and 1 858 th e y

76 , 'My cam paign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p,193*
77. 'My campaign in  I r e l a n d ',  p ,1 9 7 .
78 , 'My campaign in  I r e l a n d ' ,  p .191.
79. ''We w ant h i s t o r i e s  o f  G reece and Rome, g e n e ra l h i s t o r i e s ,  l i v e s

o f g r e a t  men, h i s t o r i e s  o f l i t e r a t u r e ,  p e r io d s  o f  th e  C hurch , 
n a t io n a l  o r  l o c a l  c h u rc h e s , o f r e v o lu t io n  e t c .  e t c ,
" I t a l i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  Moors in  S p a in , th e  I n q u i s i t i o n ,  th e  
Roman E m pire, F ren ch  f r o te s t a n t i s m ,  Crom w ell, O rig en , The 
R ev o lu tio n  o f 1 688 e t c .  e t c ,
"Again books o f e v id en ce  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  -  in t ro d u c t io n s  o r  
an a ly se s  o f s c r ip t u r e ,  acc o u n ts  o f th e  Greek C hurch , German 
p h ilo so p h y  e tc ,  e t c , "  -  J .H .N . -  W. G. Todd, O ctober 7 , 1857.
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p re s s e d  him to  p e t i t i o n  th e  B r i t i s h  governm ent f o r  a c h a r t e r .

However, he r e fu s e d  on th e  grounds t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t d e se rv e  one; what 

was th e  u s e ,  he a sk ed , o f " c o n fe r r in g  d e g re e s  u n t i l  we have a nam e," 

McGrath has s t a t e d  th a t  Newman's d e c is io n  w as wrong -  he m a in ta in e d  

th a t  th e  b a i t  o f  a degree would have sp u rre d  s tu d e n ts  to  g r e a t e r  

e f f o r t s .  T h is  i s  a pow erfu l a rg u m en t, a l b e i t  a h y p o th e t ic a l  one, 

s in c e  s ta n d a rd s  d id  n o t im prove w h i ls t  t h i s  in c e n t iv e  was d e n ie d , and 

y e t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Newman p r e f e r r e d  to  ru n  th e  r i s k  o f b e in g  

condemned as incom peten t r a t h e r  th a n  s a c r i f i c e  academ ic s ta n d a rd s .  

E xpediency  n e v e r  e n te re d  in to  i t ,^ ^ ^ ^

H is r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h is  s t a f f  w ere good, McGrath has a t ta c k e d  

him on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  he was " o v e r ( - i n s i s t a n t )  on th e  im portance o f 

h i s  own views"^^'^ ^bu t t h i s  i s  unfounded, Alv/ays w i l l i n g  to  ta k e  

a d v ic e , he r e g u l a r l y  c o n su lte d  h is  s t a f f ,  and h i s  s e n io r  s t a f f  in  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  S u l l iv a n ,  who h e ld  view s w hich Newman d e s c r ib e d  as 

" la r g e  and b o ld " ,  was o f trem endous " a s s i s t a n c e " ,  w h i l s t  M o ria r ty  

was h e lp f u l  in  s e t t i n g  up th e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  and E l l i s  o rg a n ise d  th e  

m e d ica l sc h o o l e x a c t ly  as he th o u g h t f i t .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  " c o l l i s io n s "  

som etim es o c c u rre d . On one o c c a s io n  th e r e  w as t r o u b le  betw een 

P r o f e s s o r  MacDermott and h is  p r o f e s s o r s  o f anatomy and p h y s io lo g y , 

Hayden and Cry an . He claim ed t h a t  th e y  had no r i g h t  to  is su e  o rd e rs

80, T here  w ere  o th e r  f a c to r s  to o ;  Mr, M o n se ll, a C a th o lic  M .P ,,
a d v ise d  Newman n o t to  p e t i t i o n  th e  governm ent, A n ti-C a th o lic  
f e e l in g  r a n  h ig h  in  E ngland in  th e  l8 5 0 's  b e fo re  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  th e  h ie ra rc h y  and M onsell f e l t  t h a t  a p e t i t i o n  would add
' a new g rie v a n c e  ' ,

81, J .H .N , -  E , B u tle r ,  November 19 , 1857.
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to  th e  f a c u l t y 's  d e m o n s tra to rs , w hereas th e y  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e y  had . 

The l a t t e r  a p p ea led  to  Newman who uph e ld  them , w h i l s t  MacDermott 

ap p ea led  to  th e  C o u n c il. E v e n tu a lly  Newman s e t t l e d  th e  d is p u te  hy 

a r r a n g in g  f o r  Hayden and Cryan to  c o n s u lt  w ith  MacDermott b e fo re  

g iv in g  in s t r u c t io n s  to  t h e i r  d e m o n s tra to rs ,  and t h i s  proved a c c e p ta b le  

to  a l l  concerned .

Nor w as Newman "o v e r s e n s i t i v e  to  th e  view s o f o th e r s " .

F la n n e ry , who w as dean  o f S t ,  P a t r i c k 's  lo d g in g  h o u se , c r i t i c i s e d  

Newman f o r  r e fu s in g  to  a llo w  him to  make h i s  own p o l ic y  d e c is io n s  and 

asked f o r  h is  independence, Newman had gone to  p a in s  to  o rg a n is e  a 

h ig h ly  c e n t r a l i s e d  system  o f a d m in is t r a t io n ,  b u t a f t e r  th e  s h o r te s t  

o f exchanges, he a cc ep ted  F la n n e ry 's  c r i t i c i s m  and ag reed  to  d e le g a te  

h is  a u th o r i ty .

He a ls o  gave way over th e  q u e s tio n  o f g r a n t i n g  d e g re e s .  A lthough 

adam antly  opposed to  a c h a r t e r ,  he e v e n tu a lly  ag reed  t h a t  "The
/ O 7 \

p ro fe s s o rs  sh o u ld  have th e  l a s t  w ord", '  and had th e  b ish o p s  n o t 

v e to e d  t h e i r  p r o p o s i t io n ,  w ould have p re s e n te d  a  p e t i t i o n  to  th e  

B r i t i s h  governm ent on t h e i r  b e h a lf .

T here a re  th o s e  who m ight a rg u e  t h a t  th e s e  two in c id e n ts  r e v e a l  

Newman a s  a weak and in e f f e c tu a l  a d m in is t r a to r ,  one who bowed b e fo re  

h is  s u b o rd in a te s  and s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  b e t t e r  judgm ent to  t h e i r  p r e s s u r e .  

T h is  s u gge s t io n ,  how ever, would be ev en  f u r th e r  from  th e  t r u t h .

82. T h is  i s  w hat Ward and McGrath b e l ie v e d .
83. J .H .N . -  E, B u t le r ,  J u ly  20, 1858,
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F la n n e ry ,  an e f f i c i e n t  and tru s tw o r th y  c o l le a g u e , r e a c te d  w e ll  to  h is  

new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and j u s t i f i e d  Newman's c o n fid e n c e  in  him , b u t he 

n e v e r  sillowed F la n n e ry 's  c o lle a g u e . D r. Quinn, th e  d ean  o f S t ,  L aw re n c e 's , 

th e  same p r iv i l e g e s  and h e ld  f a s t  to  h i s  c o n tro l  o v e r Q u in n 's  a f f a i r s .  

M oreover, he n e v e r  f l in c h e d  from d i s c i p l in i n g  th o se  o f  h is  s t a f f  who 

w ere inco m p eten t. D r, F o rd e , who was in c id e n ta l ly  a c l e r i c ,  w as an 

in d o le n t  and u n in s p i r in g  in d iv id u a l .  In  th r e e  y e a r s ,  he had "n o t 

g iv e n  one l e c t u r e  o r  formed even one c l a s s .  He had sim p ly  done 

n o t h i n g , a n d  y e t  he demanded a s a la r y .  Not o n ly  d id  Newman t e l l  

him w hat he th o u g h t o f  h is  id le  w ays, b u t re fu s e d  to  g r a n t  him a 

s a l a r y ,  w hereupon F o rde  appea led  to  th e  b ish o p s  who g ra n te d  him £ 1 0 0 ,

£200  l e s s  th a n  th e  o th e r  p ro fe s s o rs  r e c e iv e d . On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n ,

Newman took  Thomas S c ra t to n  to  t a s k  f o r  n o t p u b lis h in g  exam ination  

r e s u l t s  q u ic k ly  enough -  th e  d e lay  " i r r i t a t e d "  him^^^^ -  and he a ls o  

c h a s t i s e d  Quinn f o r  f a i l i n g  to  b a lan ce  h i s  lo d g in g  house a c c o u n ts .

When he c r i t i c i s e d  Newman's " o v e r - s e n s i t iv e n e s s "  McGrath was 

th in k in g  e s p e c i a l l y  o f th e  ways in  w hich th e  r e c t o r  o b je c te d  to  th e  

A rc h b ish o p 's  c r i t i c i s m s ,  McGrath d e sc r ib e d  C u lle n  a s  a g o d ly  man, 

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  a s t u t e  and d ip lo m a tic ,  y e t  lo n e ly  and i s o l a t e d ,  one who 

had few  f r ie n d s  and many enem ies, C u lle n  c e r t a in l y  had h i s  p rob lems , ^ ^

84. J .H .N , -  F la n n e ry , May 23 , 1637.
83 . J .H .N , -  T. S c ra t to n ,  J u ly  23, 1833.
86 . He was a f r a i d ,  f o r  exam ple, t h a t  McHale, who opposed th e

u n iv e r s i t y  on th e  g ro u n d s o f c o s t ,  would d iv id e  th e  b ish o p s
a g a in s t  him.
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( 87 )b u t h i s  r e t i c e n c e  and c a u tio u s  in t ro s p e c t io n ^  '  i r r i t a t e d  Newman and 

th e y  q u a r r e l le d .

They q u a r r e l le d  ov er th e  r o l e  o f  th e  laym an in  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n , 

o v e r  th e  'Young I r e l a n d ' movement, o v e r th e  ap p o in tm en t o f p ro fe s s o r s  

and so on, Newman n e v e r  co n cealed  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he w anted to  p re v e n t 

th e  u n iv e r s i t y  from  becom ing a p r i e s t - r i d d e n ,  q u a s i-se m in a ry , and 

th e r e f o r e  ap p o in ted  laymen to  h i s  s t a f f  in s te a d  o f  c l e r i c s :  o f  th e  

th i r t y - s e v e n  p r o f e s s o r s ,  he a p p o in te d , th i r ty - tw o  w ere  laymen and lo n g  

a f t e r  he l e f t  D u b lin , t h i s  r a t i o  c o n tin u e d , a u n iq u e  developm ent w i th in  

th e  p a le  o f C a th o l ic  e d u ca tio n . However C u llen  was n o t  a p p r e c ia t iv e  

and when Newman a tte m p te d  to  have a laym an a p p o in te d  as v i c e - t e c t o r ,  

he s te p p e d  in  and s to p p ed  him.

The f i r s t  two v ic e -JC e c to rs , b o th  o f  whom were a p p o in te d  over 

Newman's h ead , w ere  c le r ic s ^ ^ ^ ^  and when th e  second o f th e s e  re s ig n e d  

in  1857^^^^ Newman p re s s e d  f o r  P ro f e s s o r  B u t le r ,  a laym an, to  b e  

a p p o in te d  in  h is  p la c e , B u t le r  v/as w e ll q u a l i f i e d  and com peten t. He 

was accustom ed to  th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  problem s and r o u t in e  and v/as 

g e n u in e ly  a t ta c h e d  to  Newman's c a u se . None th e  l e s s ,  as a laym an he 

would n o t  be as s u b je c t  to  th e  A rc h b ish o p 's  d i s c i p l in e  as h i s  p r e 

d e c e ss o rs  and th e r e f o r e  C u lle n  re fu s e d  to  re c o g n is e  him. I t  a ls o  

o ccu rred  to  th e  l a t t e r  t h a t  B u t l e r 's  ap po in tm en t would encourage th e

87 , S h o r t le y  a f t e r  Newman l e f t ,  C u lle n  w e n t ahead w ith  p la n s  w hich 
Newman had l a i d  f o r  b u i ld in g  a 'U n iv e r s i ty  H o u se ', b u t th e
o p p o s i t io n  was so in te n s e  t h a t  he d ropped  th e  id e a  as  th e
s t r u c t u r e  g o t to  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  s ta g e ,

88, D r. T a y lo r  and D r, Leahy,
89 , D r, Leahy became A rchbishop o f  C ash e l,
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l a i t y  to  ex p ec t e x e c u tiv e  p o s ts  in  o th e r  q u a r t e r s ,  a tre n d  w hich he 

d ared  n o t co u n ten an ce . The same th o u g h t had o c c u rre d  to  Newman, 

In d eed , t h i s  m igh t have b e e n  one o f  th e  re a s o n s  why he can v assed  f o r  

B u tle r ,  M oreover, he v/as so determ ined  to  a s s e r t  th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  

independence -  a u n iv e r s i ty  in  h is  o p in io n  sh o u ld  be f r e e  o f a l l  

e x te r n a l  p r e s s u r e s  -  t h a t  he p r e f e r r e d  to  r e s ig n  r a t h e r  th a n  a c c e p t 

a n o th e r  o f C u l l e n 's  nom inees,

Then th e r e  was th e  q u e s tio n  o f  'Young I r e l a n d ' .  Many o f  

Newman's s tu d e n ts  w ere Young I r e l a n d e r s ,  w h i ls t  S u l l iv a n ,  O 'C urry  and 

0 'H agan, th r e e  o f  h is  most a b le  p r o f e s s o r s ,  w ere a s s o c ia te s  o f  Sm ith  

O 'B rie n , th e  l e a d e r  o f th e  1848 r e b e l l io n ,  Newman met O 'B rien  and 

h i s  m ost p rom inen t l i e u te n a n ts  and p ro c la im ed  th a t  had he been  I r i s h ,

(91 )he w ould have jo in e d  them. T h is  alarm ed C u lle n  and he b ro u g h t

p r e s s u r e  to  b e a r  in  th e  hope o f p e rsu a d in g  Newman to  p ic k  h is  acqua in -
( 9 2 )

ta n c e s  more c a r e f u l ly .  He p ro b a b ly  f e a re d  t h a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f

I r e la n d  m igh t become a r e v o lu t io n a ry  f o c a l  p o in t  as th e  Ceiman and 

I t a l i a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  had , b u t Newman d ism isse d  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f th i s  

and p r o te s t e d  t h a t  he had th e  r i g h t  to  m eet whoever he w ished .

They a l s o  q u a r r e l le d  o v e r th e  appo in tm en t o f  Thomas A rn o ld , th e  

son  o f  A rnold  o f  Rugby, ï/hen P r o f e s s o r  M cCarthy re s ig n e d  from  th e

90 . Newman d id  n o t r e s ig n  as Ward c laim ed  b ecau se  he f e l t  a f a i l u r e ,
He re s ig n e d  ov er a q u e s tio n  o f  p r in c i p l e ,

91 . 0 ' R a h i l ly  in  h is  a r t i c l e  in  'S tu d i e s '  m a in ta in ed  t h a t  Newman
"had n o t  th e  s l i g h t e s t  sym pathy w ith  th e  m i l i t a n t  view s o f  
Young I r e la n d "  b u t he was w rong,

92 . "W ith th e  most in te n s e  e x p re s s io n  o f  words and coun tenance  he 
a s su re d  me ( t h a t  such a c q u a in ta n c e s )  n e v e r  came r ig h t  -  n e v e r ,"
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C h air o f  E n g lis h  L i t e r a t u r e ,  A rnold  a p p l ie d  f o r  th e  p o s t .  He was an
( 9 3 )

e x c e l le n t  s c h o la r  and a f i n e  t e a c h e r , '  ^  and Newman p r o v is io n a l ly

ap p o in ted  him in  March 1857. The A rch b ish o p , hov/ever, r e fu s e d  to

r a t i f y  t h i s  appoin tm ent and k e p t A rnold  w a it in g  f o r  sev en  months b e fo re

a llo w in g  him to  ta k e  up h i s  d u t i e s .

O 'R a h illy  has defended C u lle n  on th e  grounds t h a t  he n e v e r

r e j e c te d  Newman's p ro p o s a ls :

"C u llen  ex p ressed  doubts and v iew s d i f f e r e n t  
from Newman's b u t d id  n o t p re s s  them . . .  "

T his i s  t r u e ;  how ever, Newman n e v e r  com plained on t h i s  s c o re .  iVhat

he o b je c te d  to  was C u l le n 's  " in co m p reh en s ib le  s i l e n c e " " h e

n e i th e r  a c t s  h im se lf  n o r  w i l l  he l e t  me a c t" .^ ^ ^ ^  Newman w as n o t

th e r e f o r e  th e  s u p e r s e n s i t iv e ,  i n t o l e r a n t  c h a ra c te r  o u t l in e d  by M cGrath,

The O ra to ry  had o n ly  r e le a s e d  him f o r  a tim e and when he found h is

schemes f o r  r a i s in g  academ ic s ta n d a rd s  f r u s t r a t e d ,  h is  a t te m p ts  to

w in o v e r th e  I r i s h  frow ned upon, h is  id e a s  to  r a i s e  c a p i t a l  q u e s tio n e d ,

and h i s  appo in tm en ts  s c o tc h e d , he n a t u r a l l y  p r o te s te d .  In d eed , had he

n o t q u e s tio n e d  th e  A rc h b ish o p 's  p o l i c i e s ,  he would have been f a i l i n g

in  h i s  d u ty .

93. He had been C h ie f  In s p e c to r  o f S ch o o ls  f o r  Tasm ania and had 
r e v o lu t io n is e d  i t s  e d u c a t io n a l  system .

94. A rn o ld , who had been  sack ed  in  Tasm ania as soon as i t  was 
le a rn e d  t h a t  he had become a  C a th o l ic ,  was unemployed and 
b a d ly  in  need  o f money.

95 . 'A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r i t in g s ',  p . 329.
96 . J .H .N , -  Leahy, O ctober 16 , 1857 -  " I  cou ld  n o t  g e t  him to  

say  y es  o r  no to  q u e s tio n s  which I  a sk ed  him, and i f  I  a c te d  
w ith o u t a s k in g , th e n  I  d is p le a s e d  him" -  'A u to b io g ra p h ic a l 
W r i t in g s ',  p . 329.
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"lYhen C u lle n  asked him to  become r e c t o r  in  1 85I , he d o u b tle s s  

assumed t h a t  h av in g  been r e c e n t ly  co n v erted  to  Rome, Newman was as 

d o c i le  as th e  r e s t  o f h is  c l e r i c a l  c o n te m p o ra r ie s ; how ever, as he 

showed in  h i s  A p o lo g ia» h i s  c o n v e rs io n  had n o t been a sudden  subm ission  

b u t a g r a d u a l  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h i s  t r u e  p o s i t i o n .  He was th e r e f o r e  as 

f o r t h r i g h t  in  th e  1850 ' s  and I 8 6 0 's  as a C a th o l ic ,  a s  he had b een  in  

th e  1 8 3 0 ' s  as an A n g lican . T here was no change. Had he b een  more 

t a c t f u l  in  h i s  d e a l in g s  w ith  C u lle n , he m igh t have won h i s  s u p p o r t,  

b u t t h i s  was n o t  h is  n a tu re .  F o r th r ig h t  and bo ld  he w as no trim m er;

( 9 7 )d is s im u la t io n  d id  n o t i n t e r e s t  h im .' '

As r e c t o r ,  th e n ,  Newman managed to  s e t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  o f f .  He 

g a th e re d  to g e th e r  a f i r s t - c l a s s  s t a f f ,  w e ll q u a l i f i e d  and d e d ic a te d ,  

and drew up a f l e x i b l e  s e t  o f  s t a t u t e s .  Where e l s e  w ere so many sub

j e c t s  o f f e r e d ,  w here e ls e  w ere th e  p u b lic  so welcome? As em phatic  as 

h i s  O xbridge co n tem p o ra rie s  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  l i v e  communally, he 

was more r e a l i s t i c  th a n  th e y  by n o t p r o h ib i t in g  th o s e  who co u ld  n o t 

a f f o r d  to  l i v e  in .  Adamant t h a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  sho u ld  p re s e rv e  h ig h  

s c h o la s t i c  s ta n d a rd s  -  on ly  te n  o f  th e  i n i t i a l  in ta k e  o f f o r t y - t h r e e  

p assed  t h e i r  " S c h o la r s ' E x am in a tio n s"  in  J u ly  1855 -  he d is t in g u is h e d  

betw een th e  v a r io u s  phases o f u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d ie s  by co m p ellin g  h is  

s tu d e n ts  to  d e f e r  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  u n t i l  th e  f i n a l  two y e a rs  o f  a f o u r -  

y e a r  c o u rse . T h is  p r a c t ic e  i s  now c a tc h in g  on b u t a t  t h a t  tim e  i t  was 

u n iq u e .

97. He n e v e r th e le s s  u rged  h is  s u c c e s s o r  to  b e  more t o l e r a n t  and 
f r i e n d l y  th a n  he .
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McGrath has n o t been e s p e c ia l ly  im p ressed . He d isc o v e re d  t h a t

s h o r t ly  b e fo re  he l e f t  I r e la n d  in  1859, Newman re c o rd e d  h i s  " se n se  of

i n a d e q u a c y " ^ d e s c r i b i n g  h im se lf  as "an  a s s  in  a l i o n 's  sk in"^^^^

and in  1 87Ô he a p p a re n tly  a d m itte d  t h a t  he had "a ttem p ted  an

i m p o s s i b i l i t y " . H e  c e r t a i n l y  p assed  th ro u g h  p e r io d s  o f d o u b t;

"F e e lin g  as I  do my extrem e in c a p a c i ty  and 
Imowing hovf vague and i l l o g i c a l  th e  b e l i e f  o f  my
c a p a c i ty  i s  . . .  I  w ish  more th a n  e v e r  to  g e t  
away b e fo re  I  am found o u t ,"  (IOO)

y e t  on th e  o th e r  hand, r a te d  h im se lf  a s u c c e s s ;

"E v ery th in g  I  have done has  succeeded -  th e  
n o tio n  o f  d isa p p o in tm e n t, th e  v e ry  shade o f
despondency does n o t come upon m e." ( l 01)

^yhere d id  he s ta n d ?  Was he a su c c e ss  o r  was he a f a i l u r e ?

On th e  f a c e  o f i t  he c e r t a in l y  f a i l e d  to  r e c r u i t  enough s tu d e n ts  to

j u s t i f y  th e  ex p en se . The J e s u i t s  had u rged  him to  g iv e  up th e  id e a

on th e  g rounds t h a t  th e  m idd le c la s s  was to o  im poverished  to  su p p o rt 

him , th e  g e n t ry  p r e f e r r e d  T r i n i ty ,  w h i l s t  th e  a r i s to c r a c y  co n tin u ed  to  

send t h e i r  progeny ab ro ad . D r. R u s s e l l ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  M aynooth, echoed 

th e s e  v ie w s , so d id  a h o s t  o f  laym en, b u t " r e c k le s s  to  ( t h e i r )  

g o s s ip " (^ ^ ^ ) ,  Nevman c a r r ie d  on. He u l t im a te ly  re c o g n ise d  t h a t  th e  

la c k  o f  s tu d e n ts  was a hand icap  and f rom tim e to  tim e h i s  m orale  was

d e n te d , b u t he saw th e  u n iv e r s i ty  in  a much w id e r s e t t i n g  th a n  h is  h o s ts

98 . J .H .N , -  M acDermott, J u ly  26, 1 858 ,
99. 'A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r i t in g s ',  p ,3 2 6 ,

100. J .H .N , -  F lan ag h an , May 1 7 , 1857.
101, Quoted by V/. F . S to c k le y  in  'Newman -  e d u c a tio n  and I r e l a n d ',

p . 36 .
102, J .H .N . -  D odsw orth, J u ly  25, 1857.
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and n e v e r  took  t h i s  la c k  o f p a tro n a g e  as s e r io u s ly  as th ey  d id :

" . . .  a l l  t h a t  i s  w anted f o r  i t s  su c c e ss  i s  to  be l e f t  a lo n e .

F o r  Newman i t  was n o t  j u s t  a q u e s t io n , th e r e f o r e ,  o f  f i l l i n g  

l e c t u r e  rooms w ith  s e c o n d - ra te  u n d e rg ra d u a te s , n o r w as i t  s im p ly  a 

m a tte r  o f  p ro v id in g  C a th o lic s  w ith  a good e d u c a tio n . He was convinced 

th a t  a new e ra  o f  u n b e l ie f  was dawning, an  u n b e l ie f  w hich w as "more 

a s t u t e ,  more s u b t l e ,  more b i t t e r  and more r e s e n t f u l  th a n  e v e r  

b e f o r e " a n d  f o r e c a s t  a " s i l e n t ,  u n co n sc io u s  p e rv e r s io n  and 

c o r ru p t io n  o f  C a th o lic  i n t e l l e c t s " . C a t h o l i c s  would be " w ith in  

th e  C h u rc h 's  p a le  y e t  e x te r n a l  to  h e r  f a i t h " . T h e r e  w ould be 

f l o a t in g  view s and " . . .  a m u lti tu d e  o f s e p a r a te  and in d ep en d en t 

m i n d s " , a n d ,  th e r e f o r e ,  he p re s s e d  on w ith  t h i s  p r o je c t  in  th e  

hope t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly  i t  w ould produce g ra d u a te s  cap ab le  o f  in v o lv in g  

th em se lv es  in  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n tro v e r s ie s  o f th e  day. U n less th e  

l a i t y  ab so rb ed  new s c ie n c e s  l i k e  geo logy , e th n o lo g y , anatom y, 

c h e m is try , e n g in e e r in g  and so on, s c ie n c e s  w hich seem in g ly  q u es tio n ed  

dogma, he fe a re d  t h a t  th e y  would n ev e r be a b le  to  c h a lle n g e  th e  

h e r e s ie s  o f  S p en cer and H uxley , and se e n , th e r e f o r e ,  as an a t te m p t to  

l i b e r a t e  th e  l a i t y  from th e  p a s s iv e  c o n fo rm ity  o f  p o s t-R e fo rm a tio n  

tim e s , h i s  c ru s a d e  in  I r e la n d  was a s u c c e s s .  I t  was a tu r n in g  p o in t  

in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f th e  E n g lish  a s  w e l l  as th e  I r i s h  chu rch .

102. J .H .N , -  D odsw orth, J u ly  25, 1857.
103 . 'A form  o f i n f i d e l i t y  o f  th e  day ' -  a l e c tu r e  g iv e n  by J .H .N .

in  1 854 .
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CHAPTER SEVEN

HOW HE ESTABLISHED THE ORATORY SCHOOL

H aving d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e la n d  was u n l ik e ly

to  make much headway u n t i l  s ta n d a rd s  in  sch o o ls  w ere r a i s e d ,  Newman

d ete rm in ed  in  1 857 to  open a sc h o o l h im s e lf .  He o r ig i n a l l y  mooted

(l  )th e  id e a  to  S i r  John  Simeon, one o f h is  m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s ,  

and su g g es ted  a r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll sch o o l based  on th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l
( 2 )

m odel. He w anted i t  to  be b u i l t  in  E dgbaston , c lo s e  to  th e  O r a to r y , '  * 

b u t hoped t h a t  once i t  had grown in  s t a t u r e ,  i t  co u ld  be moved from  

Birmingham in to  th e  co u n try . The O ra to ry 's  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  th e  

sc h o o l w as, t h e r e f o r e ,  to  be " t e m p o r a r y " ^ a n d  a lth o u g h  he c la im ed

( 5) 't h a t  th e  sch o o l was h is  " a b s o lu te ly "  he i n s i s t e d  on f e e l i n g  " f r e e

( 5 ) ■to  g iv e  i t  u p " '^ 'a t  any tim e.

T here  was a w ide demand a t  t h a t  tim e  f o r  a new -type o f C a th o lic  

s c h o o l, e s p e c ia l ly  from  th o s e  A ng lican s who had jo in e d  th e  C a th o lic

1 . " . . . I  do n o t w ish i t  known j u s t  now t h a t  I  c e r t a in l y  s h a l l  g e t 
away f r om D u b lin  a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  h av in g  s e t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  
o f f  w hich i s  a l l  I  p roposed  to  do. I f  hav ing  done t h i s  I  cou ld
be in s tru m e n ta l  a ls o  in  s e t t i n g  o f f  a n o th e r  g r e a t  C a th o l ic  
d e s id e ra tu m , a p u b lic  s c h o o l, I  sho u ld  have cause  o f g r e a t  th a n k 
f u ln e s s  to  Him who g iv e s  s t r e n g th  and o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  u s e f u l  
u n d e r ta k in g s .
"Of co u rse  th e  id e a  o f  a la rg e  sch o o l im p lie s  th e  e x i s te n c e  o f 
boys to  f i l l  i t ,  and I  suppose th e re  a re  p le n ty  i f  th e  p a re n ts  
would s end them. However, i t  cannot be supposed t h a t  any g r e a t  
number would be g o t to g e th e r  a t  once. The sch o o l m ust have a 
v e ry  m odest b eg in n in g , and m oreover, i t  would meet w ith  g rav e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  as  in v o lv in g  an  o p p o s it io n  to  e x i s t i n g  C a th o lic  
s c h o o ls ,  i f  i t  s t a r t e d  w ith  any g r e a t  p re te n s io n .  I t  i s  t h i s  
c irc u m sta n c e  t h a t  le a d s  me to  th in k  th e  O ra to ry  cou ld  h e lp  in  i t .  
U lt im a te ly  th e  sch o o l must be in  th e  c o u n try , b u t  w h ile  i t  is  
s m a ll ,  t h i s  neighbourhood which is  a i r y ,  h ig h  and covered  w ith  
t r e e s  and g a rd e n s  would n o t I  conce ive  be u n s u i ta b le  . . .  " -  
S i r  J ,  Sim eon, I 8I 5 - I 87O became a C a th o lic  in  1 85I . He was an 
M.P. from  1847-1851.

2. In  H agley Road, E dgbaston , Birmingham w here Newman had opened 
an  O ra to ry  in  1 846 .

3 . J .H .N , -  8 . B e lla & is , F e b ru a ry  2 , 1 858
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Church as a r e s u l t  o f th e  Oxford movement. P r io r  to  t h e i r  c o n v e rs io n ,

th e y  had been  a b le  to  s end t h e i r  sons to  th e  b e s t  s c h o o ls  in  th e  la n d ,

b u t th e s e  w ere now c lo se d  to  them. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e r e  w ere a few

C a th o lic  b o ard in g  sch o o ls  in  e x is te n c e .  T here w as S to n y h u rs t  and

S p in k h i l l ,  b o th  o f w hich w ere J e s u i t  c o n t r o l le d ,  th e  th r e e  B e n e d ic tin e

sc h o o ls ;  Downside, A m pleforth  and Douay, R a t c l i f f e  w hich w as ru n  by

th e  R osm in ians, and O s c o tt ,  Ushaw, C o tto n  and S t .  Edm und's W are, w hich

w ere q u a s i- s e m in a r ie s .  They w ere s t a f f e d  by th e  c le rg y  and w ere

c i t a d e l s  o f s c r i p t u r a l  o rthodoxy  and C a th o lic  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .

However, t h e i r  s ta n d a rd s  o f  s c h o la r s h ip ,  a e s th e t ic is m  and p h y s ic a l

prow ess w ere r e l a t i v e l y  low , and c o n v e r ts  l i k e  S i r  John  Sim eon, an

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  c u l tu re d  and ou tspoken  e x t r o v e r t ,  w ere u n w il l in g  to

p a t r o n i s e  them. In d eed , Sim eon, who w as v e ry  c r i t i c a l  o f  C a th o lic

c o l le g e s ,  claim ed t h a t  he had

" . . .  n o t y e t  s e e n  a s in g le  C a th o lic  p a r e n t  
o r  laym an whom . . .  (h e  c o n s id e re d )  a w e l l  
educa ted  m an," ( 4 )

He p u t h is  ca se  a t  c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th :

" I t  is  to  my mind ax io m a tic  t h a t  u n le s s  some
th in g  can  be done to  im prove th e  e d u c a t io n  o f 
o u r boys i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  f o r  th e  C a th o l ic  
body in  England to  educa te  th em se lv es  in to  an 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  e q u a lity  w ith  t h e i r  fe llo w  c i t i z e n s  
and u n t i l  t h i s  i s  done i t  i s  v a in  and c h i ld i s h  
f o r  us to  com plain  o f  and grum ble a t  th e  
i n f e r i o r i t y  o f o u r s o c ia l  p o s i t i o n  and more 
c h i ld is h  to  endeavour to  make up as some do 
f o r  th e  so u rn ess  o f th e  g ra p e s  by a sy stem  
o f s e l f  e d u c a tio n . U nless c o n v e rts  a r e  read y  
and a b le  to  do som eth ing  to  m eet t h i s  s t a t e  of

4 . S i r  J .  Simeon -  J .H .N ., A p r i l  1857.
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th in g s  th e  mere a c c e s s io n  o f  numbers t h a t  
th e y  b r in g  to  th e  C a th o lic  body w i l l  have 
no e f f e c t  . . .  " ( 4 )

Simeon w as e s p e c ia l ly  c r i t i c a l  o f C a th o l ic  e d u c a tio n  f o r  i t s

"want o f m a n lin e ss , w an t o f co m p le te n ess , 
w ant o f  d e f i n i t e  pu rp o se  and co nsequen t want 
in  in f lu e n c e  on liie  f u tu r e  p u r s u i t s  and 
c h a r a c te r  o f th e  m an." ( 4)

He app lauded  th e  v/ay in  v/hich i t  in c u lc a te d  "a  h ig h  m oral s ta n d a rd " ,  

b u t c la im ed  t h a t  t h i s  was ach iev ed  a t  th e  expense o f  "energy  and 

r e a d in e s s  to  fa c e  th e  w o rld " ,

Simeon w anted Newman to  model h is  s c h o o l on E ton  b ecause  E ton  

seemed to  him to  r e p re s e n t  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  was good in  th e  E n g lish  

way o f l i f e :

"Now I  am and can n o t h e lp  b e in g  , , ,  e m p h a tic a lly  
E n g lish  in  a l l  t h a t  r e l a t e s  to  freedom , w h eth er 
o f  in d iv id u a ls ,  o f  th o u g h t, o f  d i s c i p l in e  o r  o f 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  , , ,  b u t , . ,  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  t h a t  
I  look  on w ith  more je a lo u s y  and d i s t r u s t  in  th e  
p r e s e n t  day th an  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  d e n a t io n a l i s e  
th e  E n g lis h  C a th o lic  and to  s e t  up a s  a model f o r  
h is  im ita t io n  some f o r e ig n  ty p e , w hich , , ,  I  lo o k  
upon as  in  every  way i n f e r i o r .  I t  seems to  me 
t h a t  th e  co n v e rt e lem en t amongst us has much to  
answ er f o r  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  , . ,  I  sh o u ld  be s o r ry  
to  s e e  boys throw  overboard  th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  
E n g lish  c h a r a c te r  in  f  avou r o f sone th in g  w hich 
i s  by some peop le  c o n s id e re d  C a th o l ic ,  s im ply  
b ecau se  i t  i s  a n t i - n a t i o n a l  , , ,  " ( 4 )

Simeon re p re s e n te d  th o se  who, h av in g  su b m itted  to  Rome, w ere

s ta g g e re d  by i t s  a p a th e t i c  in t r o s p e c t io n .  He and h is  fe llo w  c o n v e rts

w ere u p p er m iddle c l a s s  p r o f e s s io n a ls ,  men o f s o c ia l  s t a t u r e  and

w o rld ly -w ise  p r o f ic ie n c y ,  and Newman, h av in g  le d  them in to  th e  bosom

4. S i r  J ,  Simeon -  J .H ,N ., A p r i l  1857.
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o f th e  C hurch, f e l t  a s p e c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  tow ards them. N onethe

l e s s ,  e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  sch o o l was by no means as s im p le  as Simeon 

a p p a re n t ly  im agined and i t  proved to  be a d e l i c a t e  and d i f f i c u l t  

m a t te r ,  in v o lv in g  th e  O ra to r ia n s ,  th e  h ie ra rc h y  and two groups o f la y  

f a c t i o n s .

R a th e r  th a n  d e e l  a re  h i s  in te n t io n s  p u b l i c l y  -  to  do so  m ight 

a ro u se  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f  e x i s t in g  sc h o o ls  -  Newman l e f t  i t  to  Simeon 

to  canvass on h is  b e h a lf  and soon th e  l a t t e r  g a th e red  a group o f 

i n f l u e n t i a l  C a th o lic s  to g e th e r  to  p e t i t i o n  Newman to  open a s c h o o l. 

F a th e r  R ich ard  Ward made th e  o r ig i n a l  ap p roach  on b e h a l f  o f h is  

b r o th e r  F r a n c i s -  he su g g e s te d  "a v e ry  sm a ll and u n p re te n d in g "^  

s c h o o l, a sch o o l prom oted by laym en b u t m a in ta in e d  and o rg a n ise d  by 

th e  O ra to ry  -  and Newman r e p l i e d  in  e n c o u ra g in g  te rm s. S h o r t ly  

a f te rw a rd s ,  a p ro m o te rs ' m eeting  was h e ld  in  London to  d is c u s s  how 

b e s t  to  s e t  up an "upper c l a s s  la y  C a th o lic  b o y s ' s c h o o l " , T h e r e  

w ere seven  p eo p le  p r e s e n t ;  s i x  laym en, M essrs . A l l i e s ,  D odsw orth, 

C apes, W egg-P rosser, F ra n c is  Ward and B e l la s 'i s ,  and one p r i e s t .  

F a th e r  MacMullen.

5 . R ichard  Ward, 1813-1869, and F ra n c is  Ward, 1815-1899, w ere
c o n v e r ts ,  R ichard  had been an u n d e rg ra d u a te  a t  O r ie l  when 
Newman was a f e l lo w  and became a C a th o l ic  in  1 85I b e fo re  
b e in g  o rd a in e d  in  1857. F r a n c is ,  an em inen t la w y er, became 
a C a th o lic  in  1 85I to o . Both w ere e n th u s i a s t ic  d i s c i p l e s  o f 
Newman who had g r e a t  f a i t h  in  b o th  o f  them .

6. R ichard  Ward -  J .H .N . (u n d a te d ) .
7. On Jan u ary  29 , 1 858 .
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" A ll w ere ag reed  as to  th e  open ing  o f  such 
a  sc h o o l b e in g  n e c e ss a ry  and f u r t h e r  t h a t  
i f  th e  p la n  o f i t  w ere to  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  i t  
sh o u ld  be formed n o t upon th e  a c c id e n ta l  views
t h a t  a v a r ie ty  o f  p e rso n s  m ight e n t e r t a i n ,  b u t
upon th e  m ature d e l ib e r a t io n s  o f  some one m ind, 
t h a t  D r. Newman's connexion  w ith  th e  C a th o l ic  
U n iv e r s i ty  and th e  i n t e r e s t  he m ust n e c e s s a r i ly  
ta k e  in  th e  e a r l i e r  e d u c a tio n  o f  y o u th , p o in te d  
him o u t as th e  p e rso n  to  whom th e y  sho u ld  
a d d re s s  th em se lv es; t h a t  th e y  d e s i r e d  such  a 
s c h o o l as shou ld  com bine a v ig o ro u s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  t  r a in in g  w ith  th e  more im p o rtan t 
e lem en t o f a th o ro u g h ly  C a th o lic  a tm o sp h ere ; 
and t h a t  th e y  th o u g h t th e  sc h o o l sh o u ld  be
e s s e n t i a l l y  a la y  one . . .  " ( 8 )

T h is  l e t t e r  seems innocuous enough; a co u rte o u s  i n v i t a t i o n  to  e s t a b l i s h

a new s c h o o l, b u t  how was a p r i e s t  to  d e s ig n  a sc h o o l w hich was

e s s e n t i a l l y  "a  l a y  one", how w ould th e  h ie ra rc h y  r e a c t  and w hat d eg ree

o f  c o n t ro l  would th e  headm aster e x e rc is e ?  T. 17. A l l i e s  r a is e d  th e
f Q 1

q u e s tio n  o f m o n ey .' '  How was th e  sch o o l to  b e  f in a n c e d ?  P rom oters  

w ere read y  to  h e lp  -  B e l la s is  o f f e r e d  £100 and F ra n c is  Ward £ 5 0  -  b u t 

th e y  w anted to  know th e  k ind  o f  f ig u r e  w hich Newman had in  m ind. Was 

i t  £1 ,000  o r  £ 2 ,0 0 0 ?  Then th e r e  was th e  q u e s tio n  o f  f e e s ;  £ 7 0  was 

"h ig h  enough", and th e  q u e s tio n  o f  numbers ; a lth o u g h  Downside was 

a p p a re n tly  f u l l  -  f o r ty  boys had been  r e c e n t ly  tu rn e d  away -  A l l i e s  

could  on ly  th in k  o f  tw en ty  p o t e n t i a l  O ra to ry  S choo l s tu d e n ts .

8. ' O ra to ry  S choo l A n n a ls ' -  a p r iv a t e  p u b l i c a t io n  k e p t in  th e  
O ra to ry  f i l e s .

9. T. W, A l l i e s ,  1813- 1903 , a fe llo v / o f  Tfadham, he became a C a th o lic  
in  1850 . He le c tu r e d  in  H is to ry  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e la n d  
u n d e r Newman and f  rom 1 853-1 890 was S e c re ta ry  o f th e  C a th o lic  
P oor S ch o o ls  Committee.
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Newman was a c t u a l l y  a jump ahead o f A l l i e s ,  B e l la S 'is ,  th e  Wards

and th e  r e s t .  Money d id  n o t w orry  him b ecau se  he p lan n ed  to  house

th e  sc h o o l in  th e  O ra to ry . Nor d id  numbers cause him any a n x ie ty .

He had a lre a d y  had a r c h i t e c t 's  p la n s  drawn up f o r  a s c h o o l o f " f i f t y

bo y s" , p la n s  w hich u t i l i s e d  th e  second s to r e y  o f th e  O ra to ry  b u ild in g ,

Would th e  p ro m o te rs , how ever, a c c e p t a sc h o o l which was s i tu a te d

w ith in  th e  O ra to ry  house? They re p re s e n te d  a s tra tu m  o f C a th o lic

s o c ie ty  w hich was c r i t i c a l  o f th e  e d u c a tio n a l  te c h n iq u e s  employed by

C a th o lic  c le rg y  and anxious to  p io n e e r  a sch o o l o f such q u a l i ty  and

re p u te  t h a t  i t  w ould r i v a l  E to n , W in ch es te r, Rugby and o th e r  le a d in g

sc h o o ls . One o f t h e i r  number com plained th a t  C a th o lic  b o a rd in g  sc h o o ls

w ere "as bad as bad can be" and p le a d e d  f o r  p la c e s  w hich p r a c t i s e d

" r e l ig io u s  t  e a c h in g , i n s t r u c t io n ,  in  f a c t  
th e o lo g y  as d i s t i n c t  from t r a i n i n g . "

A n o th e r  s t a t e d

"ou r own c o l le g e s  and c o n v e r ts  a re  so u n d e n ia b ly  
beh ind  th e  tim e s , in  a l l  th in g s  r e l a t i n g  to  
e d u c a tio n  i t  w ould d i s t r e s s  me to  have my boys
p u t u nder th e  c a re  o f w ell-m ean in g  b u t u n tu to re d
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p lo u g h b o y s ."

News o f  d is c o n te n t  a l s o  reached  D r. U lla th o m e ,  th e  B ishop o f

Birm ingham , v ia  one o f h is  canons who had been  in  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith

"an  i n f l u e n t i a l  laym an" in  London. He was to ld  t h a t  " in  some C a th o lic

c o l l e g e s  . . .  t h e  m a s t e r s  ( w e r e )  o f t e n  . . .  i n  s t a t u  p u p i l l a r i . "

10. Some new b u ild in g s  would be needed  and he had p r o v is io n a l ly
d ec id ed  to  b u ild  on a s i t e ,  8 0 ' x 7 5 ' d i r e c t l y  in  f r o n t  o f th e  
C hurch. He had a ls o  earm arked a f u r th e r  a r e a  200 ' x 24 ' w ith  
a " f a i r  b a l l - c o u r t "  and w as read y  to  l e a s e  a n o th e r  s i t e ;  "an  
a c re  and a h a l f "  w ith in  a s t o n e 's  throw  o f th e  sc h o o l.
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F u rth e rm o re , th e  " in te rm in g l in g "  o f lay h o y s and sem in arian s  as a t

O sc o tt and Ushaw was u n s a t i s f a c to r y ,  a c r i t i c i s m  echoed by Canon M orris

in  a l e t t e r  to  one o f th e  p ro m o te rs , w r i t t e n  a l i t t l e  l a t e r :

" I f  on th e  one hand i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  chu rch  
n e v e r  in ten d ed  h e r  f u tu r e  p r i e s t s  to  be a t  such 
sc h o o ls  as  E ton  and H arrow , i t  i s  e q u a l ly  c l e a r  
t h a t  she n e v e r  in ten d ed  f u tu r e  la w y e rs , o r  
d ip lo m ats  o r  members o f  P a r l ia m e n t to  b e  t r a i n e d  
in  h e r  se m in a rie s  . . .  Your sons in ju r e  ou r 
s e m in a r ie s  and . . .  o u r s e m in a rie s  in ju r e  you r s o n s ."

In d eed , mixed e d u c a tio n  was c r e a t in g  w id esp read  b i t t e r n e s s .  J ,  A, H e rb e r t,

f o r  exam ple, m a in ta in ed  th a t

"a  sch o o l is  v e r y  much w anted f o r  E n g lish  
C a th o lic s  to  w hich th e r e  i s  no adm ission  o r  
cheap te n u re  f o r  boys who im agine th e y  have a 
v o c a t io n  o r  whose p a re n ts  have a w ish  to  g e t 
e d u c a tio n  f o r  n o th in g . I f  a l l  boys p a id  a l ik e  
th e  te a c h e r s  cou ld  have s u f f i c i e n t  rem u n e ra tio n  
w hich i s  n o t th e  case  a t  m ost C a th o lic  s c h o o ls ."

An a l t e r n a t i v e  form  o f e d u c a tio n  w as, th e r e f o r e ,  im p e ra tiv e , 

b u t once th e y  h ea rd  w here Newman in te n d e d  to  b u ild  h is  s c h o o l,  th e  

p ro m o ters  s p l i t  in to  two o p p o s it io n  g ro u p s . One f a c t io n ,  assum ing 

th a t  th e  O ra to r ia n s  w ere go ing  to  dom inate  th e  sc h o o l, demanded an  

" in d ep en d e n t"  v e n tu re  -  th e r e  seemed l i t t l e  p o in t  in  opening  a s c h o o l 

which w as as c l e r i c a l  in  to n e  as S to n y h u rs t o r  A m pleforth  -  and a 

second f a c t io n  l ik e w is e  r e j e c te d  an O ra to r ia n  c o n t ro l le d  sch o o l b u t 

ad v o ca ted  an e s ta b l is h m e n t ov er w hich Newman's p e rs o n a l in f lu e n c e  was 

suprem e.

T h is  c o n n e c tio n  betw een th e  O ra to ry  and th e  sch o o l proved  to  be 

a s e r io u s  s tu m b lin g  b lo c k . I n i t i a l l y ,  Newman had to ld  Simeon t h a t  th e  

f a t h e r s  would on ly  "h e lp  in  i t "  and y e t  in  su b seq u en t co rrespondence .
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w ith  B e lla s 'is  he sug g ested  t h a t  th e  schoo l w ould b e s t  "grow up under 

th e  shadow o f th e  (O ra to ry ’ s )  . . .  su p e r in te n d e n c e  . . .  by 

" su p e r in te n d e n c e "  he meant t h a t  th e  h eadm aster and c o n fe s so rs  would 

be O ra to r ia n s ,  T his d e f i n i t i o n ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  th a t  

th e  sc h o o l was to  be housed w ith in  th e  O ra to ry  i t s e l f ,  caused  th e  

p rom oters  to  assum e th a t  th e  f a th e r s  w ere go ing  to  run  i t ,  and t h i s  

th e y  o b je c te d  to .

In  a c tu a l  f a c t ,  had th e y  w anted to  ru n  th e  s c h o o l, th e

O ra to r ia n s  la ck ed  th e  n e c e ssa ry  manpower to  do so and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,

Newman in s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  schoo l was h is  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  "The sch o o l

1 )i s  mine and F a th e r  D a r n e l l 's ,  n o t th e  O r a to r y 's " ,  But i f  th e

sc h o o l belonged to  Newman and D a r n e l l ,  w here d id  th e  O ra to ry  s ta n d  

s in c e  th e y  were b o th  O ra to r ia n s  and w ere co n se q u e n tly  s u b je c t  to  i t s  

d i s c ip l in e ?  And why was D a rn e ll  a p p o in te d  as Newman's " r e p r e s e n ta t iv e "  

in  th e  u n d e rta k in g  by th e  O ra to ry  and n o t by Newman? In  A p r i l ,  I 858 , 

a c o n g re g a tio n  o f th e  O ra to ry  i n s t a l l e d  D a rn e ll as head m aste r. Was 

t h i s  w hat Newman m eant by " su p e r in te n d e n c e "  o r  w as i t  som ething more?

But i t  was n o t on ly  th e  r o le  o f  th e  O ra to ry  in  t h i s  v e n tu re  

w hich caused  th e  p ro m o ters  concern . The r e l a t i v e  r o le s  o f Newman and 

D a rn e ll  w ere l ik e w is e  i n d e f i n i t e .  IVhen th e  p rom oters a sk e d  Newman 

to  open a s c h o o l, d id  th e y  exp ec t him to  c la im  a p rim acy  o v e r such 

m a tte r s  as th e  appoin tm ent o f  a s s i s t a n t  te a c h e r s ,  th e  p u rc h a se  o f 

t e x t  books and f u r n i t u r e ,  th e  h o ld in g  o f  ex am in a tio n s  and th e

11. J .H .N , -  S . B e l la s 'i s ,  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1 858 -  D a rn e ll  was g o in g  to  
be head m aste r.
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o rg a n is a t io n  o f d o rm ito r ie s ?  Newman claim ed a j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r th e se  

m a tte r s  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  sc h o o l had b een  e s ta b l i s h e d ,  b u t th e r e  i s  

no ev idence  to  su g g e s t t h a t  th e  p rom oters  ex p ec ted  him to  do so . And 

w hat i f  Newman d ie d ?  He was a i l i n g  f a s t  and e x p e c te d  to  d ie  v e ry  soon. 

What th en ?  Whose sch o o l would i t  become? Would i t  belong to  D a rn e ll  

o r  th e  O ra to ry ?  And what o f D a rn e ll?  What v/as h i s  r o le  to  be? As 

Newman's " r e p r e s e n ta t iv e " ,  was he allow ed a d e g re e  o f e x e c u tiv e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  n o t?  Did he have a u th o r i ty  o v e r h is  s t a f f  o r  w ere  

th e y  r e s p o n s ib le  to  Newman? The q u e s tio n  o f governm ent was c l e a r l y  

d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t by evading any k in d  o f a c c u ra te  d e f i n i t i o n ,  Newman 

allow ed  th e  sch o o l to  b e  s e t  up w ith o u t ev e r d e c id in g  w ith  th e  

p rom oters  and h is  f  a th e rs  who was e x a c tly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  w hat. I t  

was a l l  v e ry  w e l l  c la im in g  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l was h i s ,  b u t w here d id  t h i s  

le a v e  D a rn e ll?

L a te  in  1 86l , D a rn e ll  q u a r r e l le d  w ith  Newman ov er t h i s  v e ry  

q u e s tio n  and on ly  th e n  d id  i t  become c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  Newman c la im ed  

a t o t a l  autonomy o v er a l l  a s p e c ts  o f th e  s c h o o l 's  a f f a i r s .  I t  a ls o  

became a p p a re n t a t  t h a t  s ta g e  t h a t  w hereas th e  p rom oters  assumed th e y  

w ere p a t ro n is in g  a s c h o o l vdiich would r i v a l  E ton  o r  W in ch es te r,

Newman had no in te n t io n  o f  a llo w in g  i t  to  develop  a lo n g  p u b lic  sch o o l 

l i n e s .  I t  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  Newman sh o u ld  have y/anted  a t  l e a s t  a 

d eg ree  o f e x e c u tiv e  c o n t ro l .  He was S u p e r io r  o f th e  O ra to ry  and cou ld  

h a rd ly  le n d  h is  name to  an e n t e r p r i s e  o f t h i s  k ind  w ith o u t e n su rin g  

t h a t  i t  c o in c id e d  w ith  h is  b a s i c  e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s ,  b u t w hether o r  

n o t he w as j u s t i f i e d  in  dem anding u n i l a t e r a l  pow ers, and w hether he
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was r i g h t  to  h id e  th e  f a c t  th a t  he w anted a p r iv a t e  schoo l r a th e r  

th a n  a p u b lic  s c h o o l,  i s  w orthy o f  d e b a te .

As i t  was h is  i n i t i a l  p ro p o sa ls  f o r  a sc h o o l " su p e r in te n d e d "  by

( l  2)th e  O ra to ry  w ere tu rn ed  dow n,' and b u t f o r  th e  chance in te r v e n t io n  

o f F a th e r  Ambrose S t ,  John , h is  most t r u s t e d  c o n f id e n t ,  th e  p r o je c t

(1 3)m ight have n ^ v e r m a t e r i a l i s e d . '   ̂ S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  p rom oters  had 

r e je c te d  Newman's p r o p o s i t io n ,  S t .  John happened to  c a l l  on F ra n c is  

Ward, who e x p la in e d  t h a t  he and h is  c o lle a g u e s  would n e v e r su p p o rt a 

sch o o l ru n  by th e  O ra to r ia n s .  S t .  John a s s u re d  him t h a t  th e y  n ev e r 

in ten d ed  t h i s  -  th e y  m ere ly  proposed  to  "w atch ov er th e  s c h o o l"  -  and 

as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  Ward a rran g ed  an  emergency m eeting  

a t  w hich i t  was dec id ed  to  send B e l la s 'is  and A cton to  Birmingham to  

d is c o v e r  e x a c t ly  w hat th e  O ra to ry 's  r o l e w  as l i k e l y  to  be.

S e rg e a n t B ellaz 'is^^  was th e  le a d e r  o f th e  group w hich p re s s e d

f o r  a sch o o l u n d er Nevraian's j u r i s d i c t i o n .  He was d ev o ted  to  Newman 

and th o u g h t i t  "n o th in g  s h o r t  o f  im b e c i l i ty  to  ( r e f u s e  h i s )  o f f e r " .

( 1 5 )He used h i s  o f f i c e s  in  W estm in s te r ' '  f o r  th e  p ro m o te rs ' m e e tin g s , 

and a c t^ d  as  chairm an  as w e l l  as  s e c r e ta r y .  He backed Newman because 

he argued t h a t  o n ly  he cou ld  d e s ig n  a p ro to ty p e  Catholic s c h o o l, 

com parable to  b e s t  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  th e  la n d ,  a sch o o l o f h ig h

12. Newman made h is  p ro p o sa ls  in  a l e t t e r  o f  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1 858 , The 
p ro m o ters  d is c u s s e d  i t s  c o n te n ts  on F eb ru a ry  3 , 1 858 ,

13 . A l e t t e r  was p rep a red  r e j e c t i n g  Newman's p ro p o s i t io n  b u t i t  was 
n o t p o s te d ,  presum ably in  th e  hope o f  a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,

14 . S . B e lla s ’i s ,  1800-1873. A d is t in g u is h e d  P a r lia m e n ta ry  la w y er 
and an O xford c o n v e r t ,  he s e n t  h is  boys to  th e  sch o o l as  soon 
as i t  was opened.

15 . He had an  e s t a t e s  o f f ic e .
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i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  esteem , a  sch o o l w hich c a t e r e d  f o r  th e  

p a s to r a l  a s  w e ll as th e  s p i r i t u a l  needs o f th e  in d iv id u a l ,  w here 

s ta n d a rd s  o f te a c h in g  w ere h ig h  -  he hoped t h a t  th e  c l a s s i c s  would 

s t i l l  p redom inate  -  and w here th e  " f lo g g in g "  and " s u r v e i l l a n c e "  f o r  

w hich th e  J e s u i t s  w ere w e ll  known, w as a b se n t.

Hope S c o t t  was a n o th e r  o f  Newman's d e v o te e s .  In d e e d , he

was even more O ra to r ia n  th a n  Newman and ad v o ca ted  a s c h o o l w hich was

( 1 7 )i r r e v o c a b ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  O ra to ry . W illiam  D odsw orth and 

J .  M, C a p e s , w h o  bo th  e v e n tu a l ly  can v assed  th e  c o u n try  on th e  

s c h o o l 's  b e h a l f , w e r e  o th e rs  who d o u b tle s s  su p p o rted  Newman's c a u se .

S i r  John  Acton^^ on th e  o th e r  h and , was th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  

group w hich p re s se d  f o r  a s c h o o l w hich w as in d ep en d en t n o t  o n ly  o f 

th e  O ra to ry , b u t o f Newman as w e ll .  He was an  a r i s t o c r a t ,  a l i b e r a l  

and an i n t e l l e c t u a l .  F ir e d  by a b u rn in g  d e s i r e  to  r a i s e  th e  l e v e l  

o f C a th o lic  s c h o la r s h ip ,  he w as one o f th e  fo rem o st laym en o f h is  

day, b u t a lth o u g h  e r u d i t e  and h o n e s tly  r ig h te o u s ,  he f a i l e d  to  s e e  

how Newman co u ld  g u a ra n te e  th e  s c h o o l 's  independence i f  i t  was a d ja c e n t

16 . J .  R, Hope S c o t t ,  181 2-1 873 . A p a r l ia m e n ta ry  la w y er o f  g r e a t  
r e p u ta t io n ,  he was a n o th e r  Oxford c o n v e rt . "Ask Hope" was a 
p ro v e rb .

17 . W. D odsw orth, 1798-1861. A f r i e n d  o f Manning and A l l i e s ,  he 
became a C a th o lic  in  1 85O.

18 . J ,  M, Capes, 1812-1889. An O xford g ra d u a te  who to o k  A ng lican  
o r d e r s ,  he became a C a th o lic  in  1845. He ta u g h t a t  P r i o r  P a rk  
and e d i te d  'The Ram bler' f o r  a number o f  y e a r s .

19 . S i r  J .  Acton was s t i l l  a young man in  h is  m id - tw e n tie s .  An 
e x c e l le n t  h i s to r i a n  and a p u p il  o f  P r o f e s s o r  D o l l in g e r  o f  
M unich, th e  le a d e r  o f c o n t in e n ta l  C a th o lic  l i b e r a l s ,  he w as 
a l re a d y  famous. He was th e  s te p so n  o f  Lord G r a n v i l l e ,  th e  
Whig p o l i t i c i a n  and he w ished  to  a s s o c ia t e  C a th o lic ism  w ith  
th e  V/hig cause r a th e r  th a n  th e  Tory cau se .
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to  th e  O ra to ry  and fo u g h t s tre n u o u s ly  to  f in d  a new s i t e  f o r  i t .  I t  

i s  n o t known how many p rom oters  su p p o rte d  A cton , h u t t h e r e  must have 

been  a number b eca u se  h i s  o p p o s itio n  o b v io u s ly  w o rr ie d  B e l l a s i s .

T here a re  two re c o rd s  o f th e  m eeting  betw een Newman and th e  

p ro m o te rs ' r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  The p u b lish e d  v e r s io n  d e c la re s  t h a t  

Newman w ithdrew  h is  o r ig i n a l  p ro p o s a ls ,  o f f e r e d  to  d is c u s s  th e  w hole 

q u e s tio n  w ith  th e  O ra to r ia n s  and p re s e n te d  a n o th e r  memorandum w hich 

proposed  t h a t  th e  schoo l be p la c e d  under th e  " O ra to ry 's  c a r e " .

However, Newman's ovm v e r s io n  makes no m en tion  o f  any w ith d ra w a l, 

a lth o u g h  i t  does r e f e r  to  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a s econd memorandum, 

Nevman would o n ly  have w ithdraw n h is  p ro p o s a ls  o f F e b ru a ry  2 i f  he 

had knovm th e y  had been r e j e c t e d ,  b u t S t .  John d id  n o t t e l l  him of 

h is  m ee tin g  w ith  Ward u n t i l  th e  d e p u ta tio n  had l e f t ,  and th e r e f o r e  he 

was unaware o f th e  c r i s i s .  In d eed , he seemed s u r p r is e d  to  le a r n

th a t  th e  p ro m o ters  "had g o t ( t h e )  w rong view " and amused to  th in k  th a t  

B e l la s i s  had assumed t h a t  " th e  w hole house . . .  was go ing  to  p ic k  up 

o th e r  employment and tu rn  sc h o o lm a s te rs " . N e v e r th e le s s ,  h i s  r e fe re n c e  

to  O ra to r ia n  " su p e r in te n d e n c e "  c l e a r ly  l e n t  i t s e l f  to  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a 

t io n .

I t  would u n d o u b ted ly  have b e e n  b e t t e r  had Newman been more 

e x p l i c i t  and had he met th e  p ro m o ters  fa c e  to  f a c e  in  o rd e r  to  e x p la in  

h is  p la n s  in  t o t o .  R e ly in g  upon t h i r d  p a r t i e s  and co rre sp o n d in g

20, " A f te r  th e y  had gone back in  th e  e v e n in g , Ambrose t o ld  me o f t h e i r  
m eeting  a t  London . . .  When my l e t t e r  was re a d  th e y  had a c tu a l ly  
d e c l in e d  my i n v i t a t i o n  and had draw n up an answ er to  t h a t  e f f e c t  
. . .  b u t Ambrose by h is  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  F ra n c is  Ward . . .  had 
tu rn e d  them a l l  round in  fa v o u r  o f  my view  . . .  "
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th ro u g h  th e  p o s t  was no way to  i n i t i a t e  a scheme o f t h i s  m agn itude.

However, he w as in  a d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t io n :

" I  was f r e e r  to  a d v ise  th a n  to  a c t  f o r  I  cou ld  
a d v ise  a b s t r a c te d ly ,  b u t I  must a c t  as an 
O ra to r ia n ,  **

In  o th e r  w ords, he was a f r a i d  o f com m itting  h i s  o rd e r  to  a scheme 

w hich m ight p rove  e m b a rra ss in g , and in  n e g o t ia t in g  w ith  h is  b a c k e r s ,  

he th e r e f o r e  p r e f e r r e d  to  b e  guarded  and c o n s e rv a t iv e  r a th e r  th a n  

c a v a l i e r ,

B e lla s  i s  and A cton  "went o v er th e  p rem ises and ta lk e d  over th e

w hole p la n "  and a p p a re n t ly  w ent away s a t i s f i e d .  T here w@re "no

d i f f e r e n c e s "  betw een them and th e y  prom ised  to  approach  C a rd in a l

Wiseman, B ishop U lla th o m e ,  D r, W eed a ll, th e  r e c t o r  o f  O sc o tt,  and

o th e r  in t e r e s te d  p a r t i e s .  However, th e y  must have p re s s e d  Newman f o r

an e x a c t d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  O ra to ry 's  r o l e  b eca u se  no so o n e r had th e y

gone th a n  he and h is  f a t h e r s  began to  s c r u t i n i s e  t h e i r  R ule, They

chose th e  fo llo w in g  e x t r a c t  from  t h e i r  " B r ie f  o f  I n s t r u c t io n " :

"Laudamus plurimum Newmanii, e ju sq u e  sociorum  
p ro p o s itum , u t  dum s a c r i  m i n i s t e r i i  m uneribus 
omnibus in  A n g lia  fu n g e n tu r , i l l u s  sim ul animo 
defixum  p r e c ip e  h a b e a n t e t  e ff ic ie n d u m  c u re n t 
quod ad R elig ionem  in  am p lio rib u s  p re c e se r t im  
u rb ib u s , a t que i n t e r  s p le n d id io r e s  d o c t io r i s  
e t  h o n e s t io r i s  o r d in is  homimum c a e tu s ,  
am plificandum  p e rd u c e re  pope p u t a v e r i n t , " (21 )

21, "We g r e a t ly  honour th e  in te n t io n  o f  Newman and h is  companions 
t h a t  w h ile  th e y  p erfo rm  a l l  o f th e  d u t ie s  o f  t h e i r  s a c re d  
m in is t ry  in  E n g lan d , th e y  have a t  th e  same tim e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in  mind and s t r i v e  to  b r in g  i t  abou t t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  le a d  th a t  
c l a s s  o f men who a r e  o f more n o b le  o r  more le a rn e d  and more 
u p r ig h t  in  c h a r a c te r  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  to  a w id e r  
p r a c t i c e  o f r e l i g i o n . "
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A f te r  d e b a tin g  t h i s  e x t r a c t ,  they .m ade th e  fo llo w in g  o b s e rv a tio n s :

"Now o u r B r ie f  i t s e l f  has p la c e d  us in  Birmingham , . .
In  h av in g  them a s c h o o l o f g e n tle m a n 's  sons we do 
conform  to  th e  o b je c t ,  w hich th e  H oly See s e t s  b e fo re  
u s ,  as n e a r ly  a s  under th e  c ircu m stan ces  as p o s s ib le  

. .  The c a re  of th e  boys was a s p e c ia l  o b je c t  o f 
S t ,  P h i l i p  . . .  The one s p i r i t u a l  need  o f th e  u pper 
c la s s  o f C a th o lic s  j u s t  now i s  a la y  s c h o o l **

But w hat i f  th e  London O ra to ry  g o ss ip e d  a t  Rome? A cton to l d  

Newman t h a t  th e y  had a lre a d y  pronounced t h a t  h i s  p ro p o s i t io n s  in f r in g e d  

th e  R ule . T h is  w as dangerous t a l k  and Newman and h is  f a th e r s  w ere 

th e r e f o r e  com pelled  to  examine t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  even more c lo s e ly .  Did 

t h e i r  d e c re e s  " i n t e r f e r e "  w ith  t h e i r  "keep in g "  a sch o o l?

D ecree LXX was as fo llo w s :

"Cum s i n t  m u l t i  in  E c c le s ia  D e i, q u i au d ien d is  
M orualium c o n fe s s io n ib u s  a u t  d a n t o p e rau s , a u t  
d a re  optim e p o ssu n t; p ro p te r e a  n eq u is  ab 
i n s t i t u t s  C o n g re g a tio n is  n o s t r a e  p ro p r io  p o s s i t  
a b d u c i, s ta tu tu m  e s t ,  ne  nostro rum  e l iq u i s  
s e s e  o b l ig e t  a u t d e d a t c o n fe s s io n ib u s  
a u d ic e n d is ,  m oribus re fo rm an d is  re b u s que earum 
g e re n d is .  Idem dicim us de S em inari i s ,  C o l l e g i i s ,
C o n g reg a tio n ib u s  S o c ie ta t ib u s  a u t  a l i i s  
U n iv e rs i t a t i b u s  reb u sv e  earum , s in e  g r a v i  
n e c e s s i t a t e  T r a c ta n d is ,"  (22)

Newman and th e  f a th e r s  th e n  made th r e e  o b s e rv a tio n s .  F i r s t l y ,  

i t  was " in  no s e n s e  an u n iv e r s i t a s  o r  e s ta b l i s h e d  body". S eco n d ly ,

22, "As th e r e  a re  many in  God' s  Church w e a re  engaged in  th e  h e a r in g  
o f  th e  c o n fe s s io n s  o f nuns, o r  v e ry  w e l l  cou ld  do t h i s  w ork, so 
i e s t  any one shou ld  be le d  away from  th e  work p ro p e r  t o  ou r 
C o n g reg a tio n , i t  i s  fo rb id d e n  th a t  any one o f o u r members sh o u ld  
g iv e  th em se lv es  to  the  h e a r in g  o f  C o n fe ss io n s , th e  re fo rm in g  o f 
m orals ( i n  co n v en ts) o r  th e  co n d u c tin g  o f t h e i r  a f f a i r s .  The 
same we d e c re e  ab o u t s e m in a r ie s ,  c o l le g e s ,  c o n g re g a tio n s , s o c i e t i e s ,  
o r  o th e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  whose a f f a i r s  a re  n o t to  be u n d e rta k e n  
w ith o u t g ra v e  n e c e s s i t y ."
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"no one i s  o r  can be  a b d u c i by means o f  i t  from 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f th e  O ra to ry  in  as much as a 
f a th e r  who i s  a sc h o o lm a s te r  in  f a c t  does n o t 
ta k e  p a r t  as any o th e r  f a t h e r  in  a l l  th e  d u t i e s ,  
p reac h m en ts , c e re m o n ie s , e x e r c i s e s  e t c ,  o f th e  
h o u s e ."

And t h i r d l y ,  " th e  absence o f any day s c h o o l in  England (w as) a 

g ra v is  n é c e s s i t a s . "

They th e n  ocamined d e c re e  XCTV;

" S i qu id  ambignum f u r e r i t  in  nos t r i s  C o n s t i t  u t  io n ib u s  
P r e a p o s i tu s ,  e t  D e f u c ta t i ,  d e c la ra b u n t;  n u llo  tam en 
modo p o p u it  eas  immutare d e ro g a re  a u t a l iq u a  ex 
p a r t e  in n o v a re  v e l  novas c o n d e re ,"  ( 23 )

and ask ed :

"Does t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w hich makes ou r 
d e c re e  LXX com patab le  w ith  k eep in g  s c h o o l, 
amount to  an  in n u t a t  io  d e ro g a t io  o r  in n o v a tio ?
Is  i t  more a t  most th a n  a d e s id e ra tu m  o f  w hat
i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  o r  a ta k in g  a t  one o f  two i n t e r 
p r e t a t i o n s ,  b o th  o f w hich a r e  a d m is s ib le ? "

These th r e e  d e c re e s  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  comments which Newman

and h is  f a t h e r s  made upon them , a r e  r e v e a l in g .  They prove t h a t  th e

O ra to ry  was r e l a t e d  to  th e  s c h o o l in  an e x e c u tiv e  c a p a c i ty ,  t h a t  i t s  

f a th e r s  ta u g h t in  th e  sch o o l as O ra to r ia n s ,  and n o t as p r iv a te  

in d iv id u a ls  -  th e y  w ere  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  O ra to r ia n  c a l l i n g  -  and t h a t  

Newman, in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  D a rn e l l ,  was to  s e t t l e  any c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

is s u e s  betw een them . F o r  Newman to  p re te n d  t h a t  th e  s chool was n o t  

O ra to r ia n  was th e r e f o r e  m is le a d in g  and to  a rg u e  t h a t  would n o t 

i n t e r f e r e  in  i t s  ru n n in g  was e q u a l ly  m is le a d in g . As S u p e r io r  o f th e

23 . " I f  a n y th in g  i s  u n c le a r  in  o u r C o n s t i tu t io n s  i t  w i l l  be s e t t l e d
by th e  S u p e r io r  and th e  P r e f e c t ,  b u t th e y  may make no a l t e r a t i o n s  
o r  add o r  s u b t r a c t  a n y th in g  o r  in tro d u c e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n s . "
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o rd e r  i t  was Newman's d u ty  to  g uard  th e  O ra to r ia n s ' i n t e r e s t s  and to

s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  r e p u ta t io n  w as p re s e rv e d . He w ould th e r e f o r e  in te rv e n e

on t h e i r  b e h a lf  h im se lf  i f  and when i t  was n e c e s s a ry  and t h i s  was

e x a c t ly  what he d id  in  December 1 861,

T here  was n ev e r r e a l l y  any q u e s tio n  o f  b re a k in g  th e  O ra to r ia n

Rule by opening  a sc h o o l. There was no l ik e l ih o o d  o f  s c a n d a l and no

need to  in v o lv e  Rome, Newman had been  to  Rome f o r  C hris tm as 1855 and

re c o rd e d  h i s  o b s e rv a tio n s  in  a memorandum:

" I  th in k  we have d isc o v e re d  by ou r v i s i t  to  Rome 
t h i s :  t h a t  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o f f i c i a l s  th e re  
n a t u r a l l y  do n o t l i k e  a d d i t io n a l  work; and t h a t  
th e r e f o r e  th e r e  is  a p rim a fa c e  p r e ju d ic e  a g a in s t  
anyone who comes to  Rome to  oppose, o r  p r o t e s t ,  
o r  i n t e r f e r e ,  o r  e x p la in  o r  th e  l i k e ,

"Next th a t  th e r e  i s  a d i s l i k e  o f  s c ru p u lo u sn ess  
about d u ty  in  t h e i r  s u b je c t s .  . . .

" I  th in k  th e y  w ish  t h e i r  s u b je c ts  a t  a d is ta n c e  
e s p e c i a l l y  in  m iss io n a ry  c o u n tr ie s  -  to  use  a 
i a r g e  d i s c r e t io n ;  to  go as f a r  as th e y  can , b e fo re  
th e y  come to  Rome f o r  a d v ic e ; and to  w a i t  to  b e
p u lle d  up i f  th e y  go to o  f a r ,

" I  co n ce iv e  t h a t  o u r conduct as a C o n g reg a tio n  
sh o u ld  be t h i s ,  n e v e r to  a c t  w ith o u t good r e a s o n s ,  
and re a s o n s  w hich can  b e  p roduced  b u t w ith  them to  
a c t  f o r  o u rs e lv e s .  To ta k e  o u r own l i n e  and 
a n t i c ip a t in g  o b je c t io n s  in  ou r own c a lc u la t io n s  
to  p ro v id e  answ ers to  them a l s o .  To keep ou r eyes
about us and to  w a t c h  how th in g s  a re  ta k e n  a t
Rome; b u t n o t to  v o lu n te e r  e x p la n a tio n s .  To r e ly  
on o u r own s t r e n g th  and to  be s u re  t h a t  i f  we 
r e a l l y  a re  do ing  work Rome w i l l  n e v e r  be h ard  upon 
us even  i f  w e a re  in fo rm a l, im prudent o r  a r b i t r a r y  -  
and much l e s s  i f  we manage to  a v o id  th e s e  f a u l t s . "  ( 24 )

24. J .H .N , -  Memorandum, F eb ru ary  7 , I 856 ,
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N e v e r th e le s s ,  Newmanwas back to  s q u a re  one. I f  he w anted to  go 

ahead w ith  th e  p r o je c t  he had to  adm it t h a t  h i s  o rd e r  was a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  i t  and i t  was t h i s  t h a t  A cton and h is  fo llo w e rs  s t r e n u o u s ly  

o b je c te d  to .  I t  w as a t r i c k y  s i t u a t i o n .

On F e b ru a ry  10 , B e l la s is  and A cton  r e p o r te d  back to  t h e i r  

c o l le a g u e s  and to g e th e r  th e y  ag re e d  t h a t  Newman sho u ld  have " a b s o lu te  

c o n t r o l  ov er th e  sc h o o l" . However, th e y  l e f t  th e  q u e s tio n  o f th e  

s c h o o l 's  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  O ra to ry  to  b e  d e f in e d  a t  a l a t e r  d a te  

and w ent ahead w ith  p la n s  to  a d v e r t i s e  th e  p r o je c t  in  h ig h  p la c e s ,  a 

ta s k  w hich b r i s t l e d  w ith  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

They approached  17isem an, f o r  exam ple , and s e n t  him c o p ie s  o f 

th e  r e le v a n t  memoranda, Wiseman concluded  from  th e s e  docum ents t h a t  

Newman p ro p o sed  to  open a sc h o o l w hich g u a ra n te e d  "p ro p e r  r e l i g io u s  

in s t r u c t io n "  f o r  young boys "betw een th e  a g e s  o f 8 and 1 1 " , a schoo l 

which m igh t grow  in to  a c o l le g e  as th e  boys m atu red . He seemed s a t i s 

f i e d  t h a t  i t  w ould le a d  i t s  " s tu d e n ts  to  h a b i tu a l  p ie ty  and p roduce 

a deep lo v e  and v e n e ra tio n  f o r  o ld  C a th o l ic  u sag es  and p r a c t i c e s " ,  

b u t w an ted  more p r e c i s e  in fo rm a tio n , and w r o t e  t o  B e l la s 'is  s e t t i n g  

o u t f o r ty -o n e  q u e s tio n s :

"How o ld  w e r e  th e  boys to  be?
Was th e  p r in c i p a l  to  be a laym an o r  p r i e s t ?
Would th e  p u p ils  be u n d er th e  same ro o f  as th e  P r in c ip a l?
Were th e  p r i e s t s  to  b e  s e c u la r  o r  r e g u la r ?
Who would a p p o in t th e  P r in c ip a l?
Where was th e  money to  come from?
How many m a s te rs  w ere th e r e  to  be?
Were th e y  to  be la y  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c s ?
What o f d i s c i p l in e  and so on?
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B e lla s 'is  answ ered as many q u e s tio n s  as he c o u ld , b u t th e

C a rd in a l w ith h e ld  h is  c o n sen t: he th o u g h t he had no

" r i g h t  to  p u t any q u e s tio n s  on th e  s u b je c t  
o f  th e  new in te n d e d  sch o o l; t h a t  i t  appeared  
t h a t  th e  w hole p la n  w as to  have a  la y  sc h o o l 
u n d er n o t on ly  O ra to r ia n  management, b u t 
u n d e r  th e  same ro o f  as th e  O ra to ry  (a n d ) ; 
th a t  th e s e  c irc u m stan c es  w ere such  a s  would 
make i t  unbecoming in  him to  h aza rd  an 
o p in io n  on th e  s u b je c t  . . .  "

Wiseman o b v io u s ly  a p p re c ia te d  th e  a p p a re n t in c o n s is te n c y  in  

e s t a b l i s h in g  "a  day sc h o o l"  under th e  O ra to ry  ro o f  and w ith h e ld  h is  

su p p o rt a c c o rd in g ly , b u t  th e  l a i t y ,  p a r t l y  because  th e  O ra to ry 's  

p r e c i s e  r o le  had n o t y e t  been d e f in e d ,  and p a r t l y  b ecau se  they  f e l t  

th e  overw helm ing need  to  open an E to n - ty p e  sch o o l, f lo c k e d  to  Newman's 

b an n er.

The Duke o f  N o rfo lk , V isco u n t F ie ld in g ,  Lord Thynne, Lord K e rr , 

S i r  iio b e rt G e ra rd , S i r  R obert Throckm orton, th e  R ig h t H onourable 

W. M o n se ll, Mr. S . de V ere , S i r  John Simeon and over tw en ty  o th e r  

p rom inen t laym en p u b l ic ly ,  su p p o rte d  th e  s cheme. Lord F ie ld in g  f o r  

exam ple, who w as " d e lig h te d "  w ith  th e  news, b e l ie v e d  t h a t  e x i s t in g  

sch o o ls  " le a v e  much to  b e  d e s ir e d "  and w as re a d y  to  o f f e r  f in a n c ia l  

a id .  Lord P e t r e  was l ik e w is e  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  p r e f e r r in g  a sc h o o l " in  

im m ediate and in t im a te  connex ion  w ith  th e  O ra to ry  i t s e l f "  to  "an  

in d ependen t s c h o o l" . Lord Campden gave D odsw orth a "sim p le  ap p ro v a l"  

and o f fe re d  money in  two o r th r e e  y e a rs  t im e . M on te ith  donated  £100 

b u t would n o t g u a ra n te e  to  send h is  sons as y e t .  J ,  H, Woodward, who 

had gone a b ro a d  to  have h is  boys d e c e n t ly  e d u c a te d , w ro te  f rom Belgium
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to  a sk  f o r  "an  o p en in g " . I f  Newman o f fe re d  h is  boys p la c e s ,  he would

r e t u r n  a t  once, p r o v id e d , th a t  i s ,  Newman was in  c h a rg e , J ,  A, H e rb e rt

p rom ised  B e l la s i s  t h a t  "whenever my th r e e  l i t t l e  boys a re  o ld  enough,

I  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  t r u s t  them to  h is  c a r e  . . .  " ,  w h i l s t  M rs, C h a r lto n

asked  f o r  "some id e a  o f  th e  c la s s  books".

A no ther p a r e n t  w ro te  and asked  Newman f o r  th e  b e s t  p la c e  " f o r

e d u c a tin g  my l i t t l e  boy aged e ig h t" .  W. F , W ing fie ld  re p e a te d  Mrs.

C h a r l to n ’ s r e q u e s t  and asked  f o r  t e x t  books, w h i ls t  S co tt-M u rray

g u a ran teed  two boys p lu s  £100 . M urray, who had been  v i s i t e d  by B e lla s 'is

f e l t  th e  "d isa d v a n ta g e  o f k eep ing  boys a t  home" and p re s s e d  Newman to

ta k e  them as soon as p o s s ib le ,  w h i ls t  J .  Weld B lu n d e ll commented upon

th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f Newman's p la n  " to  th e  C a th o lic  w orld  a t  l a r g e " .

He made th r e e  p o in t s .  F i r s t l y ;

"A boy is  g e n e ra l ly  sp eak in g  b e t t e r  a t  home 
u n d er th e  eyes o f h is  p a re n ts  th a n  a t  th e  p u b lic  
sc h o o l t i l l  he i s  11 o r  12. S eco n d ly , however 
im p o rta n t th e  amount o f knowledge w hich a y o u th  
may a c q u ire  by th e  age o f f iv e  y e a rs  th e  system  
by w hich  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m oral f a c u l t i e s  a r e  
t r a i n e d  and developed i s  o f f a r  g r e a t e r  im portance .
And t h i r d l y ,  t h i s  system  ca n  be c a r r i e d  o u t b e s t  
in  a sc h o o l num bering a t  l e a s t  100 s tu d e n ts ,  in  
o th e r  w ords, a p u b lic  sch o o l, . . .  The e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
e lem en t in  ou r C a th o lic  schoo ls  i s  in  my o p in io n  
v e ry  d e s i r a b le  on many accoun ts  as te n d in g  to  th e  
m oral and r e l i g io u s  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  s c h o la r s ,  I  
b e l ie v e  i t  to  be o f th e  h ig h e s t  im p o rta n c e ,"

N o rfo lk , F ie ld in g ,  Thynne and th e  o th e rs  a l l  assum ed t h a t

Newman was g o in g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a sch o o l w hich was based on th e  p a t t e r n

seem ing ly  p e r f e c te d  by h ead m aste rs  l i k e  A rno ld  o f  Rugby and B u t le r  o f

S hrew sbury , b u t Newman n e v e r  s ta t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was h is  in te n t io n .  The
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E n g lis h  m idd le c l a s s  was v e ry  keen  a t  t h a t  tim e on h o a rd in g  sc h o o l

e d u c a tio n  -  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f "Tom B row n's S choo ldays" in  1857

sym bolised  t h e i r  en th u siasm  -  th e  p re s s  was d e b a tin g  th e  ty p e  o f

e d u c a tio n  which w as b e s t  s u i te d  in  th e s e  s c h o o ls , and p a r lia m e n t was

b eg in n in g  to  a g i t a t e  f o r  a p a r l ia m e n ta ry  com m ission to  in v e s t ig a t e  th e

q u e s tio n . I t  was n a t u r a l  th e r e f o r e  when th e y  h ea rd  o f Newman's p la n s

t h a t  th e  C a th o lic  m idd le  c la s s  shou ld  have assumed t h a t  he was go ing

to  p ro v id e  them w ith  th e  k ind  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n  w hich t h e i r  n o n -C a th o lic

n e ig h b o u rs  en jo y ed , w ith  th e  k ind  o f s c h o o l,  f o r  exam ple, in  w hich th e

h ead m aste r was as a l l - p o w e r fu l  a s  A rn o ld , B u t le r ,  K eate  o r  T h rin g .

P u b lic  sch o o l h ead m aste rs  had a p r o f e s s io n a l  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  t h e i r

g o v ern o rs  r a t h e r  th a n  a p e rs o n a l one, and w ere t o t a l l y  re s p o n s ib le

f o r  p o l ic y  making and a d m in is tr a t io n ,  b u t once th e  O ra to ry  S chool had

been opened, i t  became a p p a re n t t h a t  Newman w as u n w ill in g  to  a f fo rd

D a rn e ll  th e  k ind  o f  independence w hich A rnold  and B u t le r  en jo y ed , and

th e r e f o r e  th e  sc h o o l was unab le  to  d e v e lo p  a s  Rugby and Shrew sbury had .

However, th o se  who w ere  e l a te d  by Newman's p r o je c t  w ere n o t to  know

t h i s  -  Newman d id  n o th in g  to  e n l ig h te n  them -  and th e r e f o r e  th e y

agreed  to  a scheme w hich was u n l ik e ly  to  d ev e lo p  a long  th e  l i n e s  which

th e y  e x p e c te d . Only one p a re n t  had th e  wisdom to  p o n d e r; S i r  R obert

G erard prom ised  £100  i f  and when th e  s c h o o l came up to  h i s  e x p e c ta t io n s ,

w h i ls t  th e  r e s t  b acked  i t  r e g a r d le s s .

In  March th e  p rom oters  f i n a l l y  a g re e d ;

"w hatever some o f them m igh t have th o u g h t a t  
f i r s t  th e y  w e r e  a l l  now o f th e  o p in io n  t h a t  
th e  p r o j e c t  shou ld  be s t a r t e d ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  as 
an  O ra to r ia n  sch o o l . , .  "
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b u t w hat k in d  o f agreem ent was t h i s ?  What was meant by th e  term  

"O ra to r ia n  S choo l"?  I t  was l e f t  vague f o r  obvious re a s o n s  -  th e y  

could  n o t a g re e  on a p ro p e r  d e f in i t i o n  -  b u t t h i s  meant t h a t  Newman 

was f r e e  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  p h ra se  as he th o u g h t f i t ,  so  was B e l la s is  

and so , to o ,  w e re  D a rn e ll  and A cton, None th e  l e s s ,  when D a rn e ll  

began to  embark upon p o l i c i e s  w hich c o n f l i c te d  w ith  Newman's, th e  

q u a r re l  be tw een  them was s e t t l e d  by th e  O ra to r ia n s :  D a rn e l l  had to  

answ er to  th e  f a th e r s  in  C ongregation  and n o t to  th e  p ro m o te rs . I t  

was, th e r e f o r e ,  j u s t  as A cton had c la im ed : th e  O ra to ry  w as th e  u l t im a te  

a u th o r i ty .

Dr, U lla th o m e ,  th e  b ish o p  o f Birmingham, was inform ed o f th e

p ro m o te rs ' ag reem ent and a f t e r  B e l l a s i s  and A cton had v i s i t e d  him ,

d e s p i te  e x p re s s in g  d o u b ts , he gave th e  scheme h is  b le s s in g ,

"We u n d ers to o d  y o u r L ordsh ip  to  approve so f a r  
as th e  p la n  tended  to  e f f e c t  a s e p a ra t io n  betw een 
la y  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s tu d e n ts ,  b u t to  have con
s id e r a b l e  doubts as to  ou r means o f commanding 
th a t  degree  o f d i s c i p l in e  and o f  sch o o l management 
w hich i s  to  be found in  e x i s t i n g  s c h o o ls . Your 
L o rd s h ip 's  ad v ice  on t h i s  le a d  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  
m a te r i a l ly  a f f e c t  th e  u l t im a te  a ss ig n m e n ts , b u t 
we d id  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  you in ten d ed  to  p u t 
any v e to  upon th e  sch o o l i t s e l f  and sh o u ld  be 
g la d  to  be c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  vf e have n o t m isunder
s to o d  you in  t h i s  r e s p e c t , "  ( 25 )

However, U lla th o rn e  o b v io u sly  sh a red  A c to n 's  a n x ie ty  abo u t th e

O ra to ry 's  r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  sc h o o l b e c a u se  he su g g es ted  t h a t  i t

shou ld  be b u i l t  a s  f a r  away from  th e  O ra to ry  as p o s s ib le .  He a ls o

su g g es ted  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  i t  sho u ld  be co n fin ed  to  " l i t t l e  boys" and

shou ld  be l im i t e d  in  s iz e .

25 , S , B e l la s 'is  -  B ishop U lla th o m e ,  M arch, 1 858 ,



141.

Dr. W eedall o f O sc o tt a ls o  a g re e d  to  th e  scheme and saw no

re a so n  why th e  two sch o o ls  shou ld  n o t  e x i s t  s id e  by s id e ;

" I  s e e  no re a so n  to  d i f f e r  from you 
C a th o lic  s o c ie ty  h as  numerous e d u c a t io n a l  
w ants and i f  one p la c e  o f e d u c a t io n  cannot 
su p p ly  them i t  shou ld  be a g r a t i f i c a t i o n  to  
th in k  a n o th e r  may. N e ith e r  do I  f e a r  t h a t  
we s h a l l  e v e r  come in to  c o l l i s i o n  , , ,  th e  
f i e l d  is  l a r g e  enough f o r  b o th  . . .  O sc o tt 
and th e  O ra to ry  may b o th  ( e x i s t )  to g e th e r  
w ith o u t th e  one i n t e r f e r i n g  w ith  th e  a c t io n  
o f  th e  o th e r ."  ( 26 )

On th e  s u r f a c e ,  th e n , a l l  seemed w e l l ,  b u t th e  s c h o o l n ev e r

opened i t s  doors u n t i l  May, 1855, one y e a r  a f t e r  D a r n e l l ’s o f f i c i a l

appo in tm en t, IfYhat w ere th e  re a so n s  f o r  t h i s  d e la y ?  F i r s t l y ,  a lth o u g h  

U lla th o m e  ag reed  to  th e  v e n tu re  in  th e  s p r in g  o f 1 858 , he d id  n o t 

g iv e  h is  f i n a l  co n se n t u n t i l  November o f th e  same y e a r ,  to o  l a t e  even 

f o r  an opening th e  fo llo w in g  J a n u a ry , He knew t h a t  Newman was g o ing  

to  r e s ig n  as r e c t o r  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f I r e la n d  b u t he would n o t 

o f f i c i a l l y  approve th e  sch o o l u n t i l  th e  l a t t e r  had f i n a l l y  sev ered  a l l  

t i e s  w ith  D ub lin ,

S eco n d ly , th e r e  w ere v e ry  few d e f i n i t e  o f f e r s  to  send  p u p ü s ,  

and t h i r d l y ,  th e  more th e  e n t e r p r i s e  was p u b l i c is e d ,  th e  more app rehen 

s iv e  Newman became:

" S h a ll  I  n o t ,  a s  tim e goes on, w ish  I  had n o th in g  
to  do w ith  an u n d e r ta k in g  w hich has o n ly  b ro u g h t 
me a n x ie ty  and m o r t i f i c a t io n  , , ,  "

He exp ressed  h i s  f e e l in g s  in  a l e t t e r  to  Hope S c o t t :

26 , Downside a l s o  approved. D r, Sweeny w ro te  to  F, Warâ: " I  am g la d  
D r, Newman has made up h is  mind to  commence h is  sc h o o l , , .  th e  
g r e a t  and im p o rtan t work o f  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n  m ust be prom oted 
by such a s t e p , "
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" L e f t  to  m yself I  sh o u ld  n o t w ish  i t .  I t  
in c re a s e s  a n x i e t i e s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
enem ies. T here a re  v a r io u s  re a so n s  w hich make 
me s t i r  in  i t .  Among o th e r s ,  1 , th e  n eed ,
2, F r ,  D a r n e l l ’ s b o th  w ish  and c a p a c ity  to  
u n d e rta k e  i t ,
1 , My o r ig i n a l  id e a  v/as to  b e g in  w ith  a few 
c h i ld r e n ,  i . e .  a p r iv a t e  way , , .  and l e t  i t  
grow and th e  f  a c t  o f i t s  e x is te n c e  grow in  
p e o p le 's  m inds,
2, When v a r io u s  gentlem en to o k  up th e  
n o tio n  in  th e  s p r in g  i t  n e c e s s a r i ly  changed 
to  a fo rw ard  in te n t io n  and a s o r t  o f l e s s  
p r iz e d  p u b lic  u n d e rta k in g ,
3, I t  has now su b sid ed  a g a in  in to  som eth ing  
l i k e  i t s  o r ig in a l  s t a t e  . . .  we sho u ld  b eg in  
i t  w ith  a f  ew c h i ld r e n  w ith o u t show,
4 , But now, i t  h av in g  been made p u b l ic ,  i t  
w i l l  be m easured n o t by w hat i t  i s  b u t by 
th o se  , , ,  id e a s  w hich , , ,  come a f t e r  and 
w hich have been  d iv u lg e d ,
5 , F u r th e r ,  w here a number o f  r e s p e c ta b le  
names w ere l i k e l y  so a s  to  s e t  i t  o f f  , , ,  I  
was p e r s o n a l ly  p r o te c te d ,  I  was answ ering
a c a l l  , , ,  (B u t) I  am, on my own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
a p r i e s t  in  t h i s  d io c e se  s e t t i n g  up w hat has 
been , , .  ( s e e n )  as a g r e a t  p la n  a g a in s t  O s c o tt ,  
Us haw, and S to n y h u rs t ,  T his I  don’ t  r e l i s h  
a t  a l l ,
6 , M oreover I  know p eo p le  a r e  lo o k in g  a t  me 
v e ry  s h a rp ly  j u s t  now. The C a rd in a l in q u ire d  
, , ,  w h e th e r I  had b een  a t  th e  th e o lo g ic a l  
g a th e r in g  a t  S i r  John A cton ’s ,  I  have no 
f r i e n d  w h a tev e r a t  jRome (e x c e p t th e  Pope) and 
th e  C a rd in a l ,  M onseignor T a lb o t and D r, C u lle n ,
7, I t  may be r e p re s e n te d  a t  Rome t h a t  I  am 
s e t t i n g  up a convent s c h o o l and p e r p e t r a t i n g  a 
conven t s p i r i t  and p a r ty ,
8, I  h iv e  no t a s t e ,  n o r  tim e , n o r  money, n o r  
s t r e n g th  f o r  jo u rn ey s to  Rome to  e x p la in .
Now as my f r i e n d  w hat would you a d v is e  me to  do? 
P ,S , I  should  add t h a t  ou r b ish o p  is  n o t 
a g a in s t  us b u t i f  l e f t  to  h im s e lf  would be f o r  
us b u t I  f e a r  o th e rw ise . The f e e l in g  is  
a g a in s t  th e  p la n  . . .  " (2 ? )

27, J .H .N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  O c to b er, 18^8,
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T his  l e t t e r  i s  one o f  th e  few  in d ic a t io n s  o f w hat Newman’ s

a t t i t u d e  r e a l l y  w as. T hroughout th e  n e g o t ia t io n s  le a d in g  to  th e

opening  o f  th e  sc h o o l, Newman k e p t in  th e  background. He was

o b v io u s ly  em barrassed  by th e  e x t e n t  to  w hich " v a r io u s  g en tlem en" had

su p p o rte d  him and was f e a r f u l  l e s t  h is  "enem ies"  -  th o se  who doubted

h is  lo y a l ty  to  Rome -  ganged up to  s c o tc h  h i s  p la n s .  F u rth e rm o re ,

i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  w h i l s t  A cton and h is  fo llo w e rs  w anted a

p u b lic  s c h o o l,  Newman w ished  o n ly  " to  begin w ith  a few  c h i ld r e n "  in  a

" p r iv a te  way". 'Jh ereas  th e  p ro m o ters  w ere th e r e f o r e  in  f a v o u r  o f

a t t r a c t i n g  p u b l ic  a t t e n t i o n ,  Newman w ished  o n ly  to  av o id  i t ,  and

w hereas th e y  w anted to  e s t a b l i s h  a sch o o l to  r i v a l  E to n , th e r e  and

then,Newman p r e f e r r e d  to  go s lo w ly  and g r a d u a l ly .

Had th e  l a t t e r  made h is  v iew s p la in ,  A cton  and perhaps ev en

B e l l a s i s  would n e v e r  have su p p o rte d  him, and th e r e f o r e  he had to

h o ld  h is  p eace . N e v e r th e le s s ,  u n d e r ly in g  th e  scheme was a fun d am en ta l

c o n f l i c t  o f i n t e r e s t s  and p o l i c i e s .  I t  was in  th e  p ro m o te rs '

i n t e r e s t s  to  open a p u b lic  s c h o o l and in  Newman’ s i n t e r e s t  to

e s t a b l i s h  a p r iv a t e  sc h o o l: i t  w as th e  fo rm e r’ s p o l ic y  to  go q u ic k ly

and th e  l a t t e r ' s  to  go s lo w ly . T h is  dichotom y i s  b e s t  p ro v en  by a

com parison o f th e  o f f i c i a l  sc h o o l p ro sp e c tu s  w ith  a d r a f t  p ro s p e c tu s

w hich Newman sc rap p ed  in  th e  l i g h t  o f c r i t i c i s m .  The d r a f t  p ro s p e c tu s

re a d s  as fo llo w s  :

" F a th e r  Newman o f  th e  Birmingham O ra to ry  in te n d s  
w ith  th e  b le s s in g  o f God to  commence on May 1 n e x t ,  
a sch o o l f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f boys n o t d e s t in e d  to  
th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s t a t e  and n o t above 12 y e a rs  o f 
age on t h e i r  ad m issio n .
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"He ta k e s  th e  s te p  a t  th e  u rg e n t in s ta n c e  o f 
f r ie n d s  and w ith  th e  co n cu rren c e  and countenance 
o f  a number o f C a th o lic  gen tlem en  whose names 
have been t r a n s m it te d  to  him. The u n d e rta k in g  
i s  concerned  w ith  th e  a p p ro b a tio n  and good w i l l  
o f  th e  R t.R evd, th e  B ishop o f th e  d io c e se , A 
house has b een  ta k e n  w ith in  f iv e  m in u te s ' walk 
o f  th e  O ra to ry  w ith  a c re s  o f g a rd en  and lan d  
cap ab le  o f accom m odating as many boys as  a r e  
l i k e l y  to  be e n tru s te d  to  i t s  c a re . The boys 
w i l l  be u nder th e  c a re  o f an e x p e r ie n c e d  m atron 
and fem a le  a s s i s t a n t s  who w i l l  a ls o  have th e  
management o f  th e  house, , , ,  The schoo l room 
and i t s  m a s te rs  w i l l  be u nder th e  r u le  and 
su p e r in te n d e n c e  o f F r ,  D a rn e ll  , , ,  Terms £100 
in c lu d in g  a l l  e x t r a s .  There w i l l  be two 
v a c a t io n s ,  one o f  seven w eeks in  th e  summer 
and one o f  th r e e  w eeks a t  C h r is tm a s ,"

The p ro m o ters  re fu s e d  t h i s  p ro sp e c tu s  and th e re f o r e  a new one was

p re p a re d  :

"The s c h o o l i s  in ten d ed  to  a f f o r d  to  C a th o lic  
y o u th  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f g r e a t  p u b l ic  sc h o o ls  
in  England a p a r t  from  th e  e v i l s  w hich a r e  
i n c id e n ta l ly  th e r e in  p re s e rv e d . I t  em braces 
th e  same c la s s e s  o f  p u p i l s  w ith  th e  same 
v a r i e t y  o f d e s t i n a t i o n s  as a re  to  b e  found 
a t  E to n , W in ch es te r and Rugby,

"The sch o o l and p la y  homes; th e  management o f 
th e  day , th e  d i s c i p l in e  and th e  books a r e  
th o s e  o f an E n g lis h  p u b lic  s cho o l so f a r  as is  
c o n s is te n t  w ith  C a th o lic  h a b i t s  and re q u ire m e n ts . 
E s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a id  to  th e  d i e t ,  h e a l th  
and com fort o f th e  boys who a r e  com m itted to  
th e  c a r e  o f l a d i e s  ex p e rien ced  in  such  d u t ie s  
and a r e  lodged  in  th e  O ra to ry  b u i ld in g  and th e  
houses a d ja c e n t  to  i t ,

"B esid es  a la rg e  playroom  and home p lay g ro u n d  
th e  sc h o o l has th e  u se  of an en c lo se d  f i e l d  
n o t f a r  d i s t a n t  (from  6r8  a c r e s  in  e x te n t )  w ith  
a hoiB e upon i t ,  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f (gam es) e t c ,  
on p la y  d ay s ,

"The b e s t  m ed ica l a d v ic e  in c lu d in g  hom eopathic 
when d e s i r e d  by th e  p a r e n ts ,  i s  in  c a l l .
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"The p en s io n  is  80 g u in e as  p e r  annum, i t  i s  
p ay ab le  in  advance in  th r e e  equal p ro p o r tio n s  
on 2 0 th  Jan u a ry , 2 0 th  A p r i l ,  and 1 0 th  Septem ber, 
th e  opening days o f th e  th r e e  te rm s,

"Boys a re  re c e iv e d  a t  th e  p e n s io n  o f  h a l f  te rm  (£14) 
on th e  f i r s t  days o f  M arch, June and November, The 
p e n s io n  o f h a l f  a te rm  (l 4 ) is  r e q u i r e d  o f boys 
who a r e  w ithdraw n w ith o u t a t e r m 's  n o t ic e ,

"There a re  no e x t r a s .  M usic, d raw in g , and o th e r  
s tu d ie s  u s u a l ly  c o n s id e re d  and charged  as such 
a re  e n t i r e l y  a t  th e  d i s c r e t io n  o f  th e  F a th e r  
P r e f e c t ,

"An acco u n t o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  ex p en ses  o f th e  boys, 
i . e ,  f o r  books, p o ck e t money, c lo th e s ,  jo u rn e y s , 
e t c ,  i s  s e n t  to  t h e i r  p a re n ts  th r e e  tim es p e r  y e a r ,

"The C hristm as h o lid a y s  l a s t  from  December 20 t i l l  
th e  Tuesday a f t e r  Jan u ary  20, The Summer h o lid a y s  
l a s t  from J u ly  20 t i l l  th e  Tuesday a f t e r  
S eptem ber 10, A v a c a t io n  o f  some days i s  allow ed 
a t  E a s te r  on a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  p a re n ts  from Holy 
S a tu rd ay  to  Low Monday, a r e t u r n  to  s c h o o l  on Lov/
Monday i s  im p e ra tiv e  as a l s o  on th e  f i r s t  days 
o f  th e  o th e r  te rm s. L e t te r s  a r e  to  b e  ad d ressed  
to  F a th e r  Newman , , .  "

These two docum ents v ary  im m ensely. In  th e  f i r s t ,  Newman 

re v e a le d  th e  ty p e  o f  sc h o o l w hich he had in  mind; a sm a ll p r iv a te  

e s ta b lis h m e n t governed  by dames and su p e rv ise d  by a h ead m aste r, b u t  

in  th e  second, th e  p rom oters p rom ised  th a t  th e  s c h o o l would im i ta te  

" th e  g r e a t  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls "  o f th e  la n d . In  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  Newman 

n e v e r  w ro te  th e  f i n a l  d r a f t ,  b u t he allow ed  i t  to  be c i r c u la t e d ,  , Why 

d id  he a llow  a document which w as opposed to  h is  own p o lic y  to  be 

p u b lic is e d ?  By so d o in g , he u n d o u b ted ly  confirm ed  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  

o f men l i k e  Simeon and A cton and p ro b a b ly  m isled  D a rn e ll  in to  th in k in g  

t h a t  he ag ree d  w ith  th o se  who w anted to  ape A rnold  and h is  d i s c i p l e s .
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Newman p u rsu ed  t h i s  co u rse  b ecau se  he was a d v ise d  by th o se  he

t r u s t e d  to  do so . Even Hope S c o t t  and B e l la s i s  p re s s e d  him to

a d v e r t i s e  th e  sch o o l as an E to n - ty p e  v e n tu re  and he bowed to  t h e i r

w ish e s . None th e  l e s s ,  th e re  is  no e v id e n c e  to  su g g e s t th a t  he was

e v e r  in  sympathy w ith  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p h ilo so p h y  w hich th e se  s c h o o ls

e n s h r in e d , and co n seq u en tly  D a r n e l l 's  p o s i t io n  was de t r o p ,  from  th e

v e ry  f i r s t ,  Newman was p le a se d  to  re c o g n ise  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l was in

D a r n e l l 's  "hands as  h i s  w ork",^^^^ i t  was s u b je c t  to  h i s  " r u le ” ,^^^^

b u t i f  he e v e r  began to  develop  i t  a lo n g  l i n e s  a l i e n  to  h is  own,

Newman was bound to  ta k e  him to  t a s k  and a c o n f l i c t  o f  some s o r t

would th e r e f o r e  fo llo w .

The f i n a l  s ta g e s  w ere r i f e  w ith  rum our and innuendo, Mrs,

C h a r l to n , f o r  exam ple, w ro te  to  B e l l a s i s ;

" I  have t h i s  day h ea rd  th e  news from a C a th o lic  
t h a t  D r, Newman's sch o o l f o r  l i t t l e  boys i s  
d e c id e d ly  n o t to  be , I  can n o t b e l ie v e  such a 
r e p o r t .  The l e s s  so a s  S i r  John Simeon s a id  
on ly  l a t e l y  t h a t  i t  was to  b e  opened n e x t y e a r  -  
b e s id e s  I  would f a in  n o t  b e l ie v e  ou r b ish o p s  so 
in sa n e  as to  b r e a k  down an u n d e r ta k in g  which
cou ld  n o t f a i l  e v e n tu a l ly  to  be o f  th e  g r e a t e s t
advan tage  to  th e  C a th o lic  g e n try . The eyes o f
th e  m ost b ig o te d  m ust be open to  th e  c r u e l ty  and 
d isa d v a n ta g e  o f sen d in g  ou r sons to  ou r own 
u n derb red  c o l le g e s  , , ,  o u r e v e r l a s t in g  d rag  
ch a in  " b ig o try "  ev e r i s  k eep in g  us down ”

Lord Thynne w ro te  to  Newman a week o r  so l a t e r  and asked  "when and

w here i s  yo u r new sch o o l to  be opened” , b u t i t  was n o t  u n t i l

U lla th o rn e  had f i n a l l y  approved on p a p e r  t h a t  p r e c i s e  u n d e rta k in g s

w ere e n te re d  in to .

28, J ,H ,N , -  S, B e l l a s i s ,  F eb ru a ry  2 , 1 858 ,
29 , Newman's d r a f t  p ro s p e c tu s .
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R ichard  Ward cou ld  n o t " a v a i l "  h im se lf  o f th e  s c h o o l because

he w as a p r i e s t ,  b u t he o f fe re d  £50* S i r  John Simeon who w as " t r u l y

g la d  to  h e a r  t h a t  Newman's p r o je c t  (w as) n e a r in g  co m p le tio n ” , was

"happy to  g iv e  £ 1 0 0 " , and p u t B e l l a s i s  in  touch  w ith  a f r i e n d  o f  h i s ;

Mr. G a i's fo rd , who donated a n o th e r  £50 , M onse ll o f f e re d  £50  and S c o t t -

M urray s e n t  th e  £1 00 he had e a r l i e r  p le d g ed , w h i l s t  M o n te ith  en c lo se d

£100 and r e jo ic e d  to  f in d  t h a t  th e  sc h o o l i s  to  be , "May i t  p r o s p e r ,"

he w ro te ,  "beyond a l l  yo u r hopes and be everyw ay a c o n s o la t io n  to  y o u ,"

F ra n c is  Ward prom ised to  send  h is  th r e e  so n s , B e l la s i s  a g re e d  to

send  h i s  two boys. Capes o f fe re d  h is  on ly  son , w h i l s t  S co tt-M u rray

a rra n g e d  to  send h i s  two boys in  th e  summer, Mr, S to k e s  w as so keen

t h a t  he n o t on ly  s e n t  h is  nephew b u t t r i e d  to  g e t  D a rn e ll  to  a c c e p t

one o f  h i s  c h i ld r e n  a lth o u g h  he w as n o t even th r e e .  The d i s c r im in a t in g

M rs, C h a r l to n , how ever, had r e s e r v a t io n s .  She e n th u se d  b ecause  "a  new

e ra  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f th e  C a th o lic  gentlem en o f  England" had b e e n

u sh e red  in ,  b u t as h e r  l i t t l e  Oswald was f r a i l  and as two boys in

e s ta b l is h m e n ts  s im i la r  to  th e  O ra to ry  School had r e c e n t ly  d ie d  o f

d ip h t h e r i a ,  she inform ed B e l la s is  t h a t  h e r  husband had d ec id ed  n o t to

send  h i s  son a f t e r  a l l , M o r e o v e r ,  she a ls o  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s tio n  o f

w hat was " to  become o f Dr. Newman's s c h o la r s  a f t e r  th e  age o f  12?"

S u re ly ,  she su g g e s te d , he in ten d ed  c a r r y in g  h is  p la n s  th ro u g h  :

" , , .  i t  w i l l  be mere c r u e l ty  p la c in g  boys in  
a ' g en tlem an ly  s c h o o l ' w ith  th e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  
th ey  m ust undergo a f te rw a rd s  th e  p a in fu l  f e e l in g  
o f  re c e d in g  in  c i v i l i z a t i o n  as no o ld  C a th o lic  
e s ta b lis h m e n t can come u nder th e  denom ination  o f 
' gen tlem an ly  c o l le  g e s ’ , "

30, He a c t u a l l y  jo in e d  th e  sch o o l a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on.
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M rs, C h a r l to n , who w as o b v io u s ly  a shrew d woman, had touched  on a 

v i t a l  is s u e ,  V/hat was go ing  to  happen to  th e  boys when th e y  re a c h e d  

th e  age o f  tw elve? Were th ey  to  s ta y  o r  w ere th e y  to  le a v e ?  Newman 

re fu s e d  to  g iv e  h e r  a d e f in i t e  answ er because  he had no w ish to  d i s 

c lo s e  h i s  hand. N e v e r th e le s s ,  he would have to  e x p la in  w hether th e  

sc h o o l was to  rem a in  a p r iv a te  p re p a ra to ry  e s ta b l is h m e n t s im i la r  to  

E a l in g  o r  grow in to  an a l l - th r o u g h  sch o o l s im i la r  to  E to n ,

W ith D a rn e ll  as h ead m aste r and Mr, R ains fo rd  as h is  a s s i s t a n t ,

(31 )th e  sch o o l b egan  in  May, 1839. T here w ere n in e  p u p i l s ,  s ix  b e in g

th e  sons o f p ro m o te rs . Not t h a t  th e  la c k  o f numbers w o rr ie d  Newman, 

I t  was p r e c i s e ly  th e  k in d  o f  u n o b tru s iv e  b e g in n in g  t h a t  he had always 

w anted , a g o lden  o p p o r tu n ity  to  app ly  h is  e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s  in  

a n o th e r  s e t t i n g .

,31 , The O ra to ry  f a th e r s  m ere ly  su p e r in te n d e d  th e  s c h o o l 's  s p i r i t u a l  
l i f e  and l e f t  th e  c lassro o m  te a c h in g  to  R a in sfo rd ,
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CHAPTER EIGHT

HOV/ HE SAVED THE ORATOR! SCHOOL

A t f i r s t ,  a l l  went w e ll ,  so w e ll  t h a t  a y e a r  l a t e r  NenA/man

th o u g h t th e y  shou ld  " ta k e  advan tage  o f  th e  good o p in io n s  o f  men and

p la c e  ( th e  sc h o o l)  b o ld ly  b e fo re  th e  w o r l d " . H e  w ished  e s p e c ia l ly

to  " p u t th e  sch o o l on a fo rm al and f irm  b a s is "  and g iv e  " i t  consequence

(1 )in  th e  eyes o f  th e  b o y s" ' ' i

" . . .  th e y  must have v i s i b l e  o b je c ts  to  make 
them v e n e ra te  i t ,  to  engage t h e i r  a f f e c t io n s ,  
to  make them proud o f ,  to  le a d  them in  a f t e r
l i f e  to  lo o k  back w ith  p le a s u re  on t h e i r
sc h o o l d ay s . " (1 )

Newman a rran g ed  to  borrow £4^400 f i r s t l y  to  p u rc h a se  houses f o r

th e  boys to  l i v e  in ,  and se c o n d ly , to  c o n s tru c t  "an  im posing" b u i ld in g

w hich would in c lu d e  c la ss ro o m s , a h e a d m a s te r 's  s tu d y  and o f f ic e s  f o r

(l )th e  a c c o u n ta n t and b u t l e r .  They w ere  in  th e  " s p r in g  t i d e "  '  o f  t h e i r  

e n t e r p r i s e  ;

" , , ,  we a re  a t  a moment when i f  i t  w ere  a 
m a tte r  o f w o rld ly  t r a d e  o r  e n t e r p r i s e ,  a w ise  
man w ould, i f  he had th e  m eans, lau n ch  o u t and 
su c c e ss  would be acc o rd in g  to  h is  p rudence 
and b o ld n e s s ,"  (1 )

The new b u ild in g s  w ere begun in  th e  summer o f  1 861 and th e  s c h o o l

( 2 )grew in  numbers and esteem . In  Decem ber, 1 861 th e r e  w ere f i f t y - s i x  

b oys, one o f whom was th e  Duke o f N o r f o lk 's  e ld e s t  so n , b u t b en ea th

1 , J .H .N . -  Memorandum, May, 1660,
2, Even a llo w in g  f o r  i n t e r e s t  repaym ents on th e  £ 4 ,4 0 0 , th e y  would 

show a p r o f i t  because th e re  w ould be room f o r  30 more boys, 
Newman, e v e r  th e  b usinessm an , made a lo n g  l i s t  o f  a l t e r a t i o n s  
w hichY ere n e c e s s a ry  to  e x i s t i n g  b u ild in g s  and made draw ings to  
i l l u s t r a t e  them.
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th e  s u r fa c e  a l l  was n o t w e ll .  Those is s u e s  w hich had become 

a p p a re n t w h i l s t  th e  schoo l was be ing  e s ta b l i s h e d  -  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  

O ra to r ia n  in f lu e n c e  and th e  r e l e v a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f Newman and 

D a rn e ll  -  had n o t been s e t t l e d  b u t sim ply  sw e p t u nder th e  c a r p e t .

In  a d d i t io n ,  i t  was becoming c l e a r  t h a t  Ne;vman's p h ilo so p h y  o f  

e d u c a tio n  was d i f f e r e n t  from D a r n e l l 's ,  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r ,  f o r  exam ple ,

v/as more p e rm is s iv e  th a n  Newman, t h a t  he was by no means as i n s i s t e n t

on a s t r i c t  code o f b e h a v io u r and th a t  he w as n o t o v e r-k een  to  e s ta b 

l i s h  th e  k in d  o f i n t e l l e c t u a l  atm osphere w hich Newman had alw ays 

cham pioned, Newman th o u g h t t h a t  th e  boys w e re  becom ing b a d ly  behaved 

and fe a re d  t h a t  academ ic s ta n d a rd s  w ere f a l l i n g  and th e r e f o r e  com plained 

to  D a rn e ll  in  th e  summer o f  18 6 l :

" I  have h ea rd  , , ,  t h a t  th e r e  is  ta lk in g  in  th e  
d o rm ito r ie s  and on in q u iry  I  f in d  t h a t  i t  i s  so ;
nay ( l  th in k )  t h a t  some boys have b e e n  bo ld
enough to  sa y  t h a t  th e  r u le  o f s i le n c e  d id  n o t 
h o ld  now. I t  8 eems to  me v e ry  d e s i r a b le  t h a t  
th e  R ules on th i s  and o th e r  s u b je c ts  w hich I  
w ro te  o u t from y o u r p ap ers  l a s t  C h ris tm as shou ld  
be en fo rced  u n le s s  e x p e r ie n c e  has condemned them , 
o r  c irc u m stan c es  have su p ersed ed  them,

"W ith boys e s p e c ia l ly ,  i f  ou r Rule i s  t r a n s 
g re s s e d ,  o th e rs  a r e  a ls o  and g e n e ra l  id le n e s s  
i s  su re  to  fo llo w  on im pun ity . Now c e r t a in ly  
th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  c la s s e s  in  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  
d u rin g  th e  l a s t  y e a r  has n o t been a l to g e th e r  
c r e d i t a b l e  to  u s .  We b o th  w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  ex am in a tio n s  a t  E a s te r  , , .  V arious p a re n ts  
have com plained a t  t h e i r  boys n o t hav ing  g o t on, 
o r  o f t h e i r  hav ing  (c o n fe s s e d )  to  id l e n e s s .  I t  
has s t r u c k  me to  in q u i r e  w h eth er you have 
m onthly o r  w e e k ly  ( t e s t s )  in  sc h o o l and I  c a n n o t 
make o u t t h a t  you have . A gain I  th in k  th e  
te rm in a l  ex a m in a tio n , i f  I  o r  o th e rs  a r e  to  
ta k e  p a r t  in  i t  ought to  be g o t up w ith  more 
so lem n ity  th a n  v/e have h i t h e r to  observed  in  i t , "  (3 )

3 , J .H .N . -  D a rn e l l ,  A ugust, 1 8 6 l ,
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Newman a ls o  com plained abou t th e  boys p la y in g  ca rd s  f o r  money and

p r o te s te d  t h a t  th e re  w ere no o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  them to  make " v o lu n ta ry

a c ts  o f r e l i g i o n " . H e  m a in ta in ed  t h a t  th e r e  was no s u p e rv is io n  in

th e  d o rm i to r ie s ,  and q u e s tio n e d  w h eth er Rougemont, an abbé who ta u g h t

th e  y o u n g est bo y s, v/as cap a b le  o f e n fo rc in g  a s a t i s f a c to r y  s ta n d a rd

o f d i s c i p l i n e .  He com plained ab o u t " th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f o ld e r  boys"

on th e  g rounds t h a t  th e y  w ere  th e  most i l l - d i s c i p l i n e d  o f  a l l  and

asked f o r  th e  f a th e r s  to  have a cc ess  to  th e  boys in  o rd e r  to  su p e rv is e

t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s ,

D a rn e ll  ig n o red  Neivman's c o m p la in ts ;

" n e i th e r  by word o f mouth n o r in  w r i t in g  d id
N icho las make me any answ er. I t  passed  sub
s i l e n t i o  n e v e r even a l lu d e d  to  by h im ,"  ( 5 )

ÎThen Mr, R a in sfo rd  r e s ig n e d  in  th e  summer o f 186I , he ap p o in ted  h is  

s u c c e s s o r ,  Mr, Oxenham, w ith o u t r e f e r e n c e  to  Newman and began to

s e a rc h  in  s e c r e t  f o r  an a l t e r n a t iv e  s i t e  f o r  th e  s c h o o l. But i t  was

n o t u n t i l  December t h a t  a c o n f ro n ta t io n  between Newman and h is  head 

m a s te r  a c tu a l ly  o c c u rre d .

They q u a r r e l le d  ov er th e  s ta tu s  o f M rs, W ootten, th e  s e n io r  

o f  th e  s c h o o l 's  two dames. To th e  c a s u a l  o b s e rv e r , t h e i r  argum ent 

m ight have seemed, to  be s im p ly  a c la s h  o f p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  a  c la sh  

betw een Newman, D a rn e ll and M rs, W ootten, b u t o th e rs  became invo lved  ; 

th e  e n t i r e  te a c h in g  s t a f f  -  a l l  fo u r  a s s i s t a n t  m a ste rs  to g e th e r  w ith  

M iss F re n c h , th e  second o f th e  dames -  th e  p rom oters  who w e re  a g a in

4 , J .H .N , -  S , B e l l a s i s ,  December 26, I 86I ,
5 , J .H .N . -  Memorandum (u n d a te d ) .



152,

s p l i t  in to  two camps, th e  p a re n ts  and boys who w ere l ik e w is e  d iv id e d  

and th e  O ra to ry  f a t h e r s , I t  w as n o t j u s t  a q u a r r e l ,  th e r e f o r e ,  

betw een th r e e  p eo p le  who g o t on each  o t h e r 's  n e rv e s . In  any c a s e ,  

Newman, D a rn e ll  and M rs, W ootten w ere c lo s e  f r i e n d s  and th e r e  e x is te d  

a g en u in e  bond o f  a f f e c t io n  between them w hich w as n o t on ly  ap p a re n t 

d u r in g  t h i s  d is p u te  b u t ap p a re n t ev en  when i t  w as o v e r,

What th e n  w ere th e  c h ie f  is s u e s  a t  s ta k e ?  F i r s t l y ,  th e r e  w as 

th e  q u e s tio n  o f Mrs, W ootten: w hat w ere h e r  d u t i e s  and to  whom was 

she  r e s p o n s ib le ;  seco n d ly , th e r e  was th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  s c h o o l 's  

f u tu r e ;  w hat k in d  o f  a sc h o o l was i t  g o ing  to  become; t h i r d l y ,  th e  

q u e s tio n  o f th e  schoo l in  r e l a t i o n  to  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n  in  g e n e ra l;  

f o u r th ly ,  th e  q u e s tio n  o f D a r n e l l 's  c o l le a g u e s ,  most o f  whom Newman 

d i s t r u s t e d ;  f i f t h l y ,  th e  q u e s tio n  o f re fo rm in g  th e  sc h o o l; im proving 

i t s  academ ic and m oral s ta n d a rd s  and r e v i t a l i s i n g  i t s  a d m in is tr a t io n ;  

and f i n a l l y ,  th e r e  v/as th e  c r u c i a l  q u e s tio n  o f  governm ent ; who dec ided  

p o l ic y ;  th e  O ra to r ia n s  in  C o n g reg a tio n , Newman o r  D a rn e ll?

M rs, W ootten, th e  widow o f an Oxford t r a c t a r i a n ,  had fo llo w ed  

Newman and D a rn e ll  in to  th e  chu rch . She was a w e ll-m e a n in g , h a rd 

w ork ing  s o u l,  b u t she  was in c l in e d  to  ta k e  m a tte r s  in to  h e r  own h an d s , 

to  g iv e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  boys w ith o u t re c o u rse  to  D a rn e l l  and h i s  

m a s te r s ,  and e v e n  to  ta k e  D a rn e ll  to  t a s k  f o r  h is  f a i l i n g s ;  she

6 , F r ,  F lan ag h an , th e  sch o o l a u d i to r ,  l e f t  th e  o rd e r  a lo n g  w ith  
D a r n e l l ,  w h i ls t  F r ,  Ryder open ly  su p p o rte d  him,

7 , M rs, W ootten had always b e f r ie n d e d  D a rn e l l ,  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip  
was " s in g u la r ly  in t im a te "  ( j ,H ,N , -  H, W ilb e r fo rc e , Jan u a ry  26, 
1862 ) ,  so in t im a te  t h a t  even in  h is  an g e r D a rn e ll  d e s c r ib e d  h e r  
as "a lm ost a m other".
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c r i t i c i s e d  him , f o r  exam ple, f o r  s e a rc h in g  i l l i c i t l y  f o r  a new sch o o l

s i t e .  When D a rn e ll  f i n a l l y  b ro u g h t h e r  to  h e e l  and fo rb a d e  h e r  to  a c t

o f h e r  own v o l i t i o n ,  she ap p ea led  to  Newman who su p p o rted  h e r .  However,

th e  subseq u en t c o n tro v e rsy  was r e a l l y  concerned  w ith  e d u c a tio n a l

p r in c i p l e  and p r a c t i c e  and th e  q u e s tio n  o f M rs, W ootten’s s t a t u s  faded

in to  th e  background,

vThat ty p e  o f  sch o o l was th e  O ra to ry  sc h o o l to  become? D a rn e ll

b e l ie v e d  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  develop  in to  an E to n - ty p e  p u b lic  s choo l in

acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  w ishes o f p ro m o ters  and p a r e n t s ;

" I  a t  l e a s t  b e l ie v e  m yself to  b e  g o ing  s t r a i g h t  
tow ards ou r g r e a t  d es id e ra tu m  in  th e  p r e s e n t  
day -  a p u b lic  s c h o o l" , (8 )

b u t Newman opposed t h i s  on th e  g ro u n d s t h a t  p u b lic  s c h o o lsw e re

P r o t e s t a n t  r a th e r  th a n  C a th o l ic ;

" , , ,  th e  mode o f co n d u c tin g  th e  g r e a t  sc h o o ls  
o f E to n , W in ch este r e t c , ,  n e c e s s a r i ly  end in  
s u b o rd in a t in g  r e l i g io n  to  s e c u la r  i n t e r e s t s  and 
p r in c i p le s ;  and , , ,  t h i s  consequence would en su re  
in  o u rs , b u t f o r  th e  p re se n c e  o f m atrons o f  a 
h ig h  c la s s  and o f  s p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t o r s , "  (9 )

In  1 86l th e  C larendon  Commission was ab o u t to  b e g in  i t s  s i t t i n g s

p r i o r  to  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f i t s  r e p o r t  on th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  th r e e

y e a rs  l a t e r .  N e i th e r  D a rn e ll n o r  Newman knew much a b o u t th e  sy stem ,

a lth o u g h  D a rn e ll had à t  l e a s t  gone to  a p u b lic  s choo l a s  a boy -  he

w ent to  W in ch este r -  w hereas Newman had n o t.  In  h i s  l e t t e r  to  S i r  John

Simeon o f  A p r i l ,  1857, in  w hich he s e t  th e  p r o je c t  o f f ,  Newman had

8 , D a rn e ll  -  5, B e l l a s i s ,  December 27, 18 6 l,
9 , J ,H ,N , -  Memorandum, December 28, 1 861 ,
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proposed  to  open a " p u b lic  s c h o o l" , b u t w h i l s t  Sim eon, Ward, A cton ,

S c o tt  -M urray , D a m e il  and o th e r  e n th u s i a s t s  took  t h i s  to  mean th a t  

he w anted a sch o o l w hich was l ik e n e d  to  E to n , W in ch este r o r  Rngby,

Newman was th in k in g  o f som ething q u i te  d i f f e r e n t .  The C larendon  

com m issioners r e f e r r e d  to  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  in  term s s im i la r  to  Simeon, 

as p la c e s  w hich encouraged in d i v id u a l i ty ,  v ig o u r ,  m a n lin e ss  o f  c h a r a c te r ,  

o rd e r ,  d i s c i p l in e ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  p u b lic  o p in io n  and lo v e  o f  p h y s ic a l  

e x e r c i s e ,  b u t Newman had n e v e r used  t h i s  k in d  o f  te rm in o lo g y . He had 

alw ays looked  tow ards a g e n t le ,  o b je c t iv e ,  humble young man, someone 

who was com passionate  and te n d e r  r a t h e r  th a n  a g g r e s s iv e  and dynamic.

H is n o t io n  o f a gen tlem an  w as th e r e f o r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  to  t h a t  id e a l i s e d  

by Sim eon, and c o n seq u en tly  he was h a rd ly  l i k e l y  to  a p p ly  th e  l a t t e r ' s  

p re c e p ts  in  p re fe re n c e  to  h is  o^vn.

He w anted a schoo l w hich c a te r e d  f o r  th e  s p i r i t u a l  needs o f  th e  

boys and a lth o u g h  h is  a t t a c k  upon E to n -ty p e  sc h o o ls  on th e  g ro u n d s 

t h a t  th e y  " su b o rd in a te d  r e l i g i o n  to  s e c u la r  i n t e r e s t s "  was n e v e r  

s u b s ta n t i a te d  by th e  C larendon  Commission -  th e  com m issioners d i s 

covered  "an  advance in  m oral and r e l i g io u s  t r a in in g "  and commended 

th e  endowed, sc h o o ls  f o r  t h e i r  e v a n g e lis in g  z e a l  -  i t  shou ld  be remembered 

t h a t  w hat th ey  meant by m oral and r e l i g io u s  t r a i n in g  w as q u i te  

d i f f e r e n t  to  w hat Nevnnan m eant. F o r  Newman, A nglican ism  w as m ere ly  

"a  f e e l i n g ,  an em otion, an a f f e c t io n ,  an ap p e ten cy  , , ,  w hereas

C a th o lic ism  w as som ething w hich a d m itte d  no compromise and was

(11 )s p i r i t u a l l y  s p a r t a n , '  '

10, 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p , l 6 ,
11 , 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p p .155-8 .
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He a lso  w anted a s c h o o l w hich w as composed o f young hoys r a t h e r  

th a n  o ld e r  ones. He opposed th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f o ld e r  boys on th e  

g rounds th a t  th e y  w ere  i l l - d i s c i p l i n e d  -  peo p le  had com plained to  him 

ab o u t t h e i r  b e h a v io u r  in  church  -  b u t in  th e  m id st o f h is  q u a r re l  

w ith  D a rn e l l ,  Newman gave way and a g re e d  to  accommodate them. He 

su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  sch o o l should  be d iv id e d  in to  two w ith  D a rn e ll 

as h ead m aste r o f th e  u p p er sc h o o l -  boys who w ere o v e r th e  age o f 

t h i r t e e n  -  and someone e l s e  as h ead m aste r o f th e  lo w er sch o o l, D a rn e ll  

r e j e c te d  th i s  p r o p o s i t io n  because  i t  w as o u t o f s t e p  w ith  th e  c u r r e n t  

f a s h io n  o f  housing  s e n io r  and ju n io r  boys to g e th e r  and would th e r e f o r e  

have p re v e n te d  th e  s c h o o l from d ev e lo p in g  a lo n g  p u b l ic  sch o o l l i n e s .

In  f a c t ,  t h i s  w as a c o n s id e ra b le  c o n c e ss io n  by Newman, one which 

D a rn e l l  m ight have b e e n  b e t t e r  a d v ised  to  a c c e p t. I t  would have 

m eant b u ild in g  a n o th e r  s c h o o l, p ro b a b ly  a t  Rednal where th e  O ra to r ia n s  

had a co u n try  r e t r e a t  and would have p re v e n te d  him fro m  deve lo p in g  

th e  p r o je c t  a long  p r iv a t e  schoo l l i n e s ,

S co tt-M u rray  was one o f th e  f i r s t  to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  Newman w as 

opposed to  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l e th o s ,  and c r i t i c i s e d  him f o r  b u i ld in g  a 

sch o o l w hich f a i l e d  to  f u l f i l  th e  p u rp o se  f o r  w hich i t  w as founded. 

H aving seen  th e  new b u i ld in g s ,  S c o tt-M u rray  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  Newman had 

c o n s tru c te d  a " la rg e  p r iv a t e  s c h o o l" ,  one w hich was doomed to  rem ain  

in  E dgbaston  f o r  a c o n s id e ra b le  tim e to  come. I f  Newman in ten d ed  

moving i t  in to  th e  c o u n try , why, he a sk e d , w ere  th e  new b u ild in g s

( 1 2 )n e c e ssa ry ?  vYhy was Newman p la n n in g  to  hand " a l l  th e  b ig  b o y s " '

(1 2 )over to  O sc o tt and sim ply  to  " p re p a re  l i t t l e  b o y s"? ' '  What

12, S co tt-M u rray  -  S, B e l l a s i s ,  December 27, 1 86I ,
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S c o tt-M u rra y  w anted was n o t a n o th e r  sm a ll C a th o lic  s c h o o l,  h u t a new

ty p e  o f  C a th o lic  s c h o o l. I t  was th e r e f o r e  th e  a c tu a l  n a tu re  of th e

sch o o l w hich m a tte re d  most to  th e  p ro m o te rs , and S co tt-M u rray  e x p la in e d

t h e i r  p o in t  o f view  in  a lo n g  l e t t e r ,  "The o b je c tio n s  to  th e  o ld

C a th o lic  E n g lish  sy stem ", he s a id ,

" , , .  w ere n o t so much t h a t  le a rn in g  was
d e f i c i e n t  . , .  b u t t h a t  i t  , , .  a llow ed  o f none
o f  th e  independence and freedom  o f  in d iv id u a l  
c h a ra c te r  w hich , , .  ( i s )  so ad m irab ly  c u l t iv a t e d  
in  th e  P r o te s ta n t  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls . Many o ld
C a th o lic s  th o u g h t such  l i b e r t y  and such  a system
in c o m p a tib le  w ith  C a th o lic  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t o th e rs
th o u g h t t h a t  C a th o lic  s u p e r io r s  and th e  u se  o f 
th e  C a th o lic  sacram en ts  w ere a lo n e  w an tin g  to  
make th e  E n g lish  system  of th e  P r o te s ta n t  sch o o ls  
in e v i ta b le  to  C a th o l ic s ,  I t  w as u n d ers to o d  t h a t  
Dr. Newman and th e  Birmingham O ra to ry  w ere  o f  th a t  
o p in io n , and I  th o u g h t t h a t  a p la n  f o r  a s h o r t  
tim e e n te r ta in e d  o f b eg in n in g  th e  s c h o o l a t  th e  
O ra to ry  had b e e n  g iv e n  up , b e c a u se  i t  was f o r e 
seen , t h a t  i f  th e  new sch o o l f lo u r is h e d  i t  must 
be in d ep en d en t o f th e  O ra to ry  a s  a body, and 
even p ro b ab ly  in  la y  hands,

"The mere s u g g e s tio n  o f an im proved O sco tt b e in g  
an end to  be w ished  f o r ,  seem s to  be  a f a l l i n g  
o f f  from th e  id e a  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  a p u b lic  
s c h o o l,  f o r  O sc o tt ,  improved would be a t  b e s t 
b u t a c o l le g e ,  and we w ant o r  d id  w a n t a p u b l ic  
s c h o o l,"  ( 1 2 )

M urray a ls o  m a in ta in ed  t h a t  i t  was obv ious to  a l l :  b o y s , te a c h e r s ,

(1 3 )p a re n ts  and prom oters a l i k e ,  th a t  th e  s c h o o l was a "d isap p o in tm en t"  

and t h a t  f u r th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  would a r i s e  i f  o ld e r  boys stayed on 

s in c e  th e  p re s e n t  b u i ld in g s  were f a r  to o  s m a ll.  T h is  l e t t e r  was a

12, S co tt-M u rray  -  S, B e l l a s i s ,  December 27, 1 86I ,
13 , J .H .N , -  Ambrose S t .  Jo h n , December 31? 1 86I ,
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t e l l i n g  in d ic tm en t by one who f a i r l y  re p re s e n te d  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f 

p ro m o ters  and p a re n ts  and Newman cou ld  f in d  no f a u l t  in  th e  su b s ta n c e  

o f i t s  argum ents. In  a memorandum w r i t t e n  in  h is  own d e fe n c e , Newman 

ag reed  th a t  "a co u n try  p la c e "  was b e t t e r  th an  Birmingham, He claim ed 

t h a t  he had n ev e r excluded  Rednal a s  a s i t e  and th a t  w ith  O sc o tt so 

n e a r  he f e l t  th a t  th e y  "were a t  a d is a d v a n ta g e " . A ll  t h i s  i s  s i g n i f i 

c a n t ,  b u t o f g r e a t e r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  i s  Newman’ s own te s tim o n y  t h a t  he 

was in  a " s t a t e  o f  g r e a t  despondency from  hav ing  no c o n t r o l  ov er th e  

s c h o o l" . There w ere  "many th in g s  wrong in  i t "  b u t F a th e r

N ich o la s  was n o t up to  th e s e  w rongs o r  t h e i r  rem oval" . He s t a t e d  t h a t  

he "d read ed  l e s t  i t  sh o u ld  become a mere P r o te s ta n t  s c h o o l"  and " f e l t  

hos much e a s i e r  i t  w as to  manage l i t t l e  boys th an  g r e a t" ,

Here th e n  a re  Ne/raian’s m o tives l a i d  b a re ;  f e e l in g  t h a t  he  was 

lo s in g  c o n tro l  o f th e  s c h o o l a t  th e  same tim e a s  i t s  s ta n d a r d s  w ere  

seem ing ly  d e t e r io r a t i n g  and alw ays h av ing  had s e r io u s  r e s e r v a t io n s  

ab o u t d ev e lo p in g  th e  sc h o o l, he w as r e lu c t a n t  to  i n i t i a t e  th e  s o r t  

o f  system  w hich Simeon and S co tt-M u rray  en th u sed  about b eca u se  o f  th e  

r i s k s  in v o lv ed .

Acton argued t h a t  he shou ld  n e v e r  have l o s t  c o n t r o l ;

"He reduced  h im se lf  to  a n o n e n t i ty  in  th e  s c h o o l
by k eep ing  a lo o f  from  b o th  boys and m a s te rs , and
th e n  e x p e c ts  th a t  a l l  th e  in f lu e n c e  and a tta c h m e n t
w i l l  n o t be c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  dymousros who does
th e  work and e x e r c i s e s  a l l  th e  e v e ry d a y  a u t h o r i t y , "  ( 1 5 )

14 . J .H .N . -  Memorandum, Jan u a ry  16 , 1862,
1 5 . A cton -  H, S im pson, Jan u ary  5 , 1862,
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In  a c tu a l  f a c t  Newman was invo lved  in  a v a r i e ty  o f  o th e r  e n te r p r i s e s  -  

he was e d i t in g  th e  Ram bler f o r  exam ple, and cou ld  n o t a f fo rd  th e  sch o o l 

much t im e , b u t n e v e r th e le s s ,  A c to n 's  p o in t  i s  v a l id  and i t  i s  s i g n i f i 

c a n t t h a t  a f t e r  th e  q u a r re l  w ith  D a rn e ll  had ended, d e s p i te  be ing  o v e r

w orked , he to o k  an i n f i n i t e l y  more a c t iv e  r o le  in  th e  s c h o o l 's  a f f a i r s  

th a n  he had done o r ig i n a l l y .

I t  m ight a ls o  be argued  t h a t  h av in g  l o s t  c o n t ro l ,  he w en t about 

re c o v e r in g  i t  in  an odd f a s h io n ;  to  w r i t e  to  o n e 's  " r e p r e s e n ta t iv e "  

w h i l s t  he was on h o lid a y  abroad  -  D a m e i l  was in  Germany when Newman 

com plained to  him in  th e  summer o f 1 861 -  and to  c r i t i c i s e  him c o ld ly  

in  p r i n t  was h a rd ly  p o l i t i c ,  \7hy n o t th r a s h  th e  m a tte r  o u t f a c e  to  

fa c e :  a f t e r  a l l ,  th e y  sh a red  th e  same ta b le ?  M oreover, i f  Newman 

th o u g h t D a rn e ll  was in co m p e ten t, why d id  he c o n s ta n t ly  e n t r e a t  him to  

c en t inue?

In  a s e n se , Newman had good cause n o t to  w an t a p u b lic  sc h o o l, 

Vihat o f th e  c o s t  invo lved? The p rom oters  on ly  c o l le c te d  £1 ,000  w hereas 

th e  new b u ild in g s  a lone  c o s t f o u r  tim es t h a t  f ig u r e .  Where was th e  

r e s t  o f th e  money to  come from  f o r  th e  k in d  o f e x p a n s io n  w hich S c o t t -  

M urray ex pec ted?  Then th e re  was th e  Rambler c o n tro v e rsy . The Ram bler 

was a p e r io d ic a l  founded by A n g lic an  c o n v e rts  and f o r  a tim e Newman 

e d i te d  i t , I t  was su sp e c te d  by th e  u ltra m o n ta n e s  o f b e in g  a n t i -  

p a p a l b e fo re  Newman became e d i t o r ,  b u t as a r e s u l t  o f one o f h is  

a r t i c l e s .  On C o n su ltin g  th e  F a i t h f u l  in  Mat t e r s  o f Do c t r i n e , f o r  w hich

1 6, He e d i te d  i t  in  1859.
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he was s e c r e t l y  d e la te d  to  Rome, i t  was b i t t e r l y  a t ta c k e d  by Wiseman 

and th e  h ie ra rc h y  and c le rg y . Thus, a t  e x a c tly  th e  same tim e  th a t  

he was open ing  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l, Newman's orthodoxy  w as under 

s u s p ic io n  and in  1 86l when D a rn e ll  was p r e s s in g  him to  ru b  sh o u ld e rs  

w ith  th e  g r e a t  P r o te s ta n t  sch o o ls  o f th e  la n d ,  h is  i n t e g r i t y  was s t i l l  

in  d o u b t. The s c h o o l 's  f u tu r e  w as bound up w ith  Newman's r e p u ta t io n  

and i f  he was to  have em braced P r o te s ta n t  e d u c a tio n a l t r a d i t i o n s  as 

o v e r t ly  as D a m e il  and h is  su p p o r te rs  demanded, he m ight w e l l  have 

je o p a rd is e d  h is  own s ta n d in g  on th e  one hand and th e  s c h o o l 's  p ro g re s s  

on th e  o th e r .

What o f th e  sch o o l in  r e l a t i o n  to  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n  as a w hole? 

A lthough  Newman o r ig in a te d  th e  id e a  to  improve th e  flow  o f u n d er

g ra d u a te s  to  D u b lin , he seldom r e f e r r e d  to  t h i s  as h is  end, A cton 

on th e  o th e r  hand reg a rd ed  i t  in  t h i s  k in d  o f c o n te x t and asked i f  

Newman in ten d ed  p a t r o n i s in g  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e la n d  o r  e s ta b l i s h in g  

a C a th o l ic  c o l le g e  a t  O xford.

"ViThen th e  f i r s t  g e n e ra tio n  o f boys has been 
t r a i n e d  to  U n iv e r s i ty  l e v e l ,  and tu rn e d  ou t 
o f E dgbaston  -  u n le s s  one o f  th e s e  a l t e m a t i v e s  
i s  p ro v id e d  i t  w i l l  b reak  down -  f o r  no f r u i t  
can r ip e n  i f  th e  y e a r  ends in  J u n e ,"  ( l ? )

D a m e i l  how ever, saw i t  on ly  as a s c h o o l in  i t s  own r i g h t .  He w as

an x io u s  above a l l  e l s e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a p ro to ty p e  C a th o l ic  p u b lic  s c h o o l

and to  b la z e  a t r a i l  so th a t  o th e rs  cou ld  fo llo w  and th e r e f o r e  June

was th e  end so f a r  as he was co ncerned .

1 7 . A cton -  R, S im pson, Jan u ary  5? 1862,



160.

The s c h o o l 's  academ ic s ta n d a rd s  w ere c l e a r ly  n o t  what th e y  

m igh t have been  and th e r e f o r e  Newman was j u s t i f i e d  in  p r o te s t in g .  

M oreover, i t  i s  obv ious from th e  amount o f tim e t h a t  he had to  spend 

in  1862 on c o r r e c t in g  th e  sc h o o l acco u n ts  t h a t  D a rn e ll  was a p o o r 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r , b u t  m oral s ta n d a rd s  m ight n o t have d e c lin e d  to  th e  

e x te n t  th a t  he im agined, Simeon p ra is e d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e i r  

"m a n lin e s s" , w h i l s t  S co tt-M u rray  app lauded  th e  w a y  in  which th e y  

a llo w ed  f o r  " independence" and "freedom  o f in d iv id u a l  c h a ra c te r " .

I f  D a rn e ll  was to  dev e lo p  th e  s c h o o l a lo n g  th e s e  l i n e s  by n o t s u p e r 

v i s in g  th e  boys, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  w h i ls t  th e y  s l e p t ,  as most C a th o lic  

c o l le g e s  d id , s u r e ly  d o rm ito ry  p ran k s  such as gam bling , w ere 

in e v i ta b l e .  F u rth e rm o re , by n o t i n s i s t i n g  th a t  h i s  ch arges f re q u e n te d  

th e  sacram en ts  o r  engaged in  a c t s  o f  p i e ty ,  w a s  he n o t a g a in  a t te m p tin g  

to  r e l a t e  p u b lic  s c h o o l " independence" to  C a th o lic  p re c e p t?  Was 

D a rn e l l  n o t e n t i t l e d  th e re fo re  to  tu r n  a b l in d  eye to  t a lk in g  in  th e  

d o rm ito r ie s  o r  e v e n  m isbehav iou r in  church  to  a t t a i n  h i s  end? I f  he 

w as, th e n  Newman's charges  must o b v io u s ly  lo s e  some o f t h e i r  s t i n g .

Then th e re  was th e  q u e s tio n  o f D a r n e l l 's  c o l le a g u e s :  th e  fo u r  

a s s i s t a n t  te a c h e rs  and M iss F ren ch , th e  second  o f th e  dames. They 

became im p lic a te d  and co n seq u en tly  t h e i r  f u tu r e  was as much in  

je o p a rd y  as D a r n e l l 's ,  Oxenham and Moody w ere u n d o u b ted ly  p lo t t i n g  

to  remove th e  s c h o o l from  E dgbaston  and th e y  encouraged D a rn e ll  to

18 , He had undercharged  one p a r e n t ,  Mr, W ilb e rfo rc e , by a s  much 
as £72  w ith in  th e  space o f two y e a rs .
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assume a g r e a t e r  c o n tro l  ov er th e  s c h o o l 's  d e s t i n y .  A t t h a t  tim e , i t  

was u su a l f o r  headm asters  o f p u b lic  sch o o ls  to  r u l e  as a b s o lu te ly  as 

A rnold had a t  Rugby, The C la rendon  Commission su p p o rted  t h i s  tr e n d  by 

p ro p o s in g  t h a t  c o n tro l  ov er p e rso n n e l and p o l i c i e s  shou ld  be v e s te d  

s o le ly  in  t h e i r  hands, and th e r e f o r e  in  a rg u in g  t h a t  he had th e  r i g h t  

to  c h a s t i s e  M rs, W ootten and d e p r iv e  h e r  o f w h a tev e r d u t ie s  he th o u g h t

f i t ,  D a m e il  was echoing contem porary  developm en ts. I t  i s  n o t known

w h eth er o r  n o t Newman w as aware o f t h i s  t r e n d ,  b u t i f  he wa s ,  he 

n e v e r  showed i t .  He was s o r ry  f o r  Mrs, W ootten , and a p p a l le d  by 

D a r n e l l 's  o u tb u r s ts ,  he c la im ed  t h a t  she w as s u b je c t  to  h is  a u th o r i ty  

a lo n e , Oxenham, Moody, M a rsh a ll and Rougemont ch a lle n g e d  t h i s  r u l in g  

and th e re b y  b ro u g h t Newman's w ra th  upon t h e i r  h e a d s , b u t o f th e s e  

f o u r ,  i t  was Oxenham and Moody who w re  th e  r e a l  a g i t a t o r s ,  Oxenham 

was an am b itio u s  man, one who was f a i r l y  f o r t h r i g h t  and somewhat 

a n t i - c l e r i c a l .  I t  was he who p re s se d  D a rn e ll  to  s e v e r  th e  s c h o o l 's  

t i e s  w ith  th e  O ra to ry , to  a s s e r t  h is  own s o v e re ig n ty  and to  

s e c u la r i s e  th e  s c h o o l 's  e th o s ,  w h i ls t  Moody sp read  rumours abou t 

Newman's incom petence by s u g g e s tin g  th a t  h is  r e a s o n  was f a i l i n g .  

M a tte rs  came to  a head somewhat in n o cu o u sly . On Sunday, 

December 1 , Mrs, W ootten c a l le d  a d o c to r  and l a t e r  a su rg eo n , to  

exam ine a boy c a l l e d  Cholmeley who had ch ro n ic  c h i l b l a i n s .  She 

w ro te  to  Mr, M a rs h a ll ,  C ho lm eley 's  t u t o r ,  in fo rm in g  him o f t h e i r  

d e c i s io n ;

"The surgeon  d e s i r e s  a s  w e ll as Dr, Evans t h a t
Cholm eley be k e p t s t r i c t l y  to  bed  to  cu re  h i s  f o o t , "  {^^)

19 , Mrs, Wootten - Mr, M arshall, December 2, 186I ,
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The n e x t day, how ever, she allow ed  Cholm eley to  a t t e n d  a b a z a a r  

w ith o u t n o t i f y in g  D a m e il  o r  h is  t u t o r ,  and on Tuesday to o k  a n o th e r  

in v a l id ,  D o r ia , to g e th e r  w ith  Cholm eley, to  a dog show, a g a in  w ith o u t 

D a r n e l l 's  know ledge. Mr, M a rsh a ll s p o tte d  them and inform ed th e  head

m a s te r :

" I t  may be as w e ll  to  l e t  you know w ith o u t 
d e la y  th a t  to  th e  a s to n ish m e n t o f th e  boys as 
w e ll  as m yself v/e came a c ro s s  Mrs, W ootten and 
h e r  two in v a l id s  Cholm eley and D o ria  a t  th e  dog 
show. The crowd w as v e ry  g r e a t  in  m ost p la c e s ,  
a r e g u la r  cram  w ith  p le n ty  tra m p lin g  on to e s .
F a c ts  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  w ith o u t comments so I  le a v e  
them to  your d ig e s t io n ,"  (20 )

The boys e v id e n t ly  knew th a t  th e r e  w as te n s io n  betw een D a m e i l  and

Mrs, W ootten because  M a rsh a ll quoted N o rfo lk : " I  say , Mr, M a rs h a ll,

w o n 't F a th e r  D a m e i l  be in  a w ax ,"  D a r n e l l 's  r e a c t io n  was in s ta n ta n e o u s .

He ru le d  t h a t

" , , ,  no boy who i s  n o t on th e  s ic k  l i s t  ( i s )  
to  e n t e r  a dam e's room on any p r e te x t  w hatever 
w ith o u t  le a v e  from h is  t u t o r .  No boy on th e  
s ic k  l i s t  can le a v e  h i s  own house p rem ises 
w ith o u t th e  h e a d m a s te r 's  p e rm is s io n . Boys who 
have le a v e  ou t to  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  o r  f r ie n d s  
from  th e  h ead m aste r, a re  to  r e p o r t  th em selves 
on go ing  and r e tu m in g  to  t h e i r  own t u t o r , "  (21 )

He a ls o  wrote to  Mrs, W ootten, He w ro te  in  th e  t h i r d  p e rso n  and s e n t

a copy to  Nev/man v ia  Ambrose S t ,  John, He began  by rem in d in g  h e r  of

th e  d o c to r s ' in s t r u c t io n s  and c o n tin u e d :

"Cholm eley was a t  th e  b a z a a r  on Monday and a t  
th e  dog show y e s te rd a y .  F a th e r  D a rn e ll  f in d s

20, M a rsh a ll -  D a m e i l ,  December 3? 1 861 ,
21, D a rn e ll  -  Memorandum, December 4 , 1 8 6 l ,
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i t  im p o ss ib le  to  r e c o n c i le  C h o lm eley 'sab sen ce  
from  (b e d ) and p re se n c e  a t  th e  b a z a a r  w ith  
th e  e x p re s s  o rd e rs  o f Dr. Evans and th e  surgeon.
He th e r e f o r e  ta k e s  i t  f o r  g r a n te d  th a t  Cholm eley 
w i l l  be in  sch o o l to d a y  at 11^ oc lock  and begs 
Mrs, W ootten to  have him ready  a c c o rd in g ly ,

" F a th e r  D a m e il  a l s o  b eg s  t h a t  M rs, W ootten w i l l  
ta k e  no boy who is  on th e  s ic k  l i s t  o u t o f th e  
house w ith o u t h is  e x p re s s  p e rm iss io n  and t h a t  she
w i l l  a llo w  no boy who i s  n o t on th e  s ic k  l i s t  to
e n t e r  h e r  room on any p r e te x t  w h a tev e r w ith o u t
le a v e  from  Mr, M a rsh a ll, Mr, Benham o r  h im s e l f ,"  (22 )

D a r n e l l 's  p o l i c y  was a r e a s o n a b le ,  a l b e i t  d ra m a tic , a s s e r t i o n  o f h is

so v e re ig n ty . I f  Cholm eley and D oria  w ere f i t  enough to  a t t e n d  a

crowded b a z a a r ,  th e y  w ere  f i t  enough to  a t te n d  c la s s e s ,  b u t in s te a d

o f ta k in g  i t  up w ith  D a m e i l ,  Mrs, W ootten ap pea led  to  Newman and a l l

too  q u ic k ly  th e  is s u e s  became d i s to r t e d ,

Mrs, W ootten , a h ig h ly  em o tio n a l woman, te n d e re d  Newman h e r

r e s ig n a t io n ,  b u t he re fu se d  i t  :

" , , .  y o u r r e l in q u is h in g  your p r e s e n t  d u tie s  
would be th e  most ca lam ito u s  o f  e v e n ts  as re g a rd s  
th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  th e  s c h o o l.  And I  t r u s t  w ith  a l l  
my h e a r t  t h a t  you w i l l  f in d  i t  p o s s ib le  to  s ta y  
f o r  th e  s a k e  o f th e  boys and f o r  th e  sake o f t h e i r  
p a re n ts  and f o r  th e  sake o f th e  O ra to ry ,"  ( 23 )

Newman defended  Mrs, W ootten on th e  g ro u n d s t h a t  i f  she  w en t,

" p a re n ts  would lo s e  one o f  th e  main inducem ents 
w hich makes them send  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  u s ,  and 
th e  O ra to ry  w ould lo s e  one o f i t s  b e s t  b e n e fa c to r s ,  
one who u se s  a l l  h e r  in f lu e n c e  among th e  boys to  
e x c i te  d e v o tio n  to  S t ,  P h i l ip  and an a f f e c t io n a t e  
l o y a l t y  tow ards h i s  Birmingham h o u s e ,"  ( 24)

22, D a rn e ll  -  M rs, W ootten, December 4 , 1 86I ,
23 , J .H .N . -  M rs, W ootten , December 6 , 1 86I ,
24 , J .H .N . -  Memorandum, December 28, 1 86I ,
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T here  i s  no ev id en ce  t h a t  p a re n ts  p a t ro n is e d  th e  s chool because  o f

Mrs. W o o tten 's  p re s e n c e , b u t i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e y  w o rr ie d  ab o u t th e

p a s to r a l  a s p e c ts  o f  e d u c a tio n .

As a p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a to r ,  Newman had always em phasised th e

p a s to r a l  a s  w e l l  as th e  academ ic. A t O xford and in  D ub lin  he had

seen  to  i t  t h a t  h i s  p u p i l s '  p e rs o n a l needs were a tte n d e d  to  a s  w e l l

as t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and c o n seq u en tly  he saw Mrs. W b o tten 's  r o le

a t  E dg b asto n  as com plem entary to  D a r n e l l 's ,  She a t te n d e d  to  th e  b o y s '

" p r iv a te  needs th e  c a r e  o f t h e i r  p e rs o n s , 
t h e i r  c l e a n l in e s s ,  h e a l th  and c h i ld i s h  
w eaknesses and t r o u b le s  , . .  " ( 24 )

w h i ls t  he "grounded" them in  t h e i r  books and gave them "a r e a l l y

2a )l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n " .  '  '  T h is  d u a l i ty  w as c e n t r a l  to  th e  a p p l ic a t io n

o f  Newman's e d u c a t io n a l  th o u g h t and i t  w as p a r t l y  because D a rn e l l

Y/as se e k in g  to  assume both  r o le s  h im se lf  th a t he . chose to  support

Mrs. iVootten, Had D a rn e ll  been  a com petent a d m in is t r a to r  i t  m ight

have been  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t w hereas i t  seem ed to  Newman th a t  M rs, W ootten

had f u l f i l l e d  h e r  r o le  ad m ira b ly , D a rn e ll  had n o t;

" th e  f r u i t s  o f  F a th e r  N ic h o la s ' e x e r t io n s  a re  
to  come and th o se  o f M rs, W ootten have been 
im m ed ia te ,"  ( 24 )

To have allow ed  D a rn e ll  to  have h i s  way by assu m in g  t h a t  he w as

re s p o n s ib le  f o r  su p p ly in g  th e  b o y s ' dom estic  needs when i.% was d o u b tfu l

w h e th e r o r  n o t he cou ld  su p p ly  t h e i r  c lassro o m  re q u ire m e n ts , w ould

have je o p a rd is e d  th e  s c h o o l 's  f u tu r e  s t i l l  f u r th e r ,  Newman w as.

24. J,H,N, -  Memorandum, December 28, 1 86I ,
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th e r e f o r e ,  j u s t  as adamant on t h i s  o cca sio n  as he had b een  in  1828

when he c r i t i c i s e d  Hawkins f o r  n o t  m in is te r in g  to  h is  s t u d e n t s '

p a s to r a l  n e e d s , o r  in  1854 when he opened lo d g in g  houses in  D u b lin  to

meet h is  u n d e rg ra d u a te s ' s o c i a l  and p e rs o n a l demands. E d u c a tio n  f o r  

Newman w as a l l-e m b ra c in g ; i t  w as n o t j u s t  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  prow ess 

o f h is  sch o o lb o y s th a t  he was anx ious to  d e v e lo p , b u t t h e i r  p syche as 

a w hole, and b e c a u se  i t  seemed to  him t h a t  M rs, W ootten was f u l f i l l i n g  

a r o le  w hich D a rn e ll  was a p p a re n tly  u n ab le  to  f u l f i l ,  he i n s i s t e d  on 

r e ta in in g  h e r  s e r v ic e s .

Save f o r  h e r  odd b eh av io u r o v er Cholm eley and D o ria , Mrs, W ootten

( 25 )was a d i l i g e n t  and d e v o te d  s e rv a n t ,  '  She c la in e d  two th in g s ;  

f i r s t l y ,  com plete a u th o r i ty  over h e r  own house, and se c o n d ly , acc ess  

to  h e r  boys w henever she  w ished . She reckoned  th a t  she had g iv e n  

" d i s t i n c t  a s su ra n c e s "  to  many p a re n ts  t h a t  she  w ould " lo o k  to  th e
/ Ç)

p e r s o n a l  h e a l th  and com fort of th e  boys com m itted to  (h e r )  ca re"^  

and t h a t  i f  she saw a n y th in g  f a u l t y  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  o th e r  

boys o r  in  any o th e r  " l i t t l e  m a t t e r " s h e  would "h e lp  them ou t o f

( 26 )i t " .  She w anted , th e r e f o r e ,  to  send  f o r  a boy " f o r  any one o f  th e s e

p u rp o ses  w ith o u t making any fu ss  o r  d i f f i c u l t y  . . .  o r  draw ing upon 

him any n o t ic e  t h a t  m ight d i s q u ie t  him , She a ls o  had m ed icines

to  a d m in is te r  and d i e t s  to  s u p e rv is e ,  "an  e x t ra  h a n d k e rc h ie f  o r  a 

c o l l a r ,  ( o r )  a d ry  p a i r  o f  s to c k in g s"  to  supp ly  and l e t t e r s  to  w r i t e

25 . She bought a house n e x t to  th e  O ra to ry  and g av e  i t  to  th e  s c h o o l ,
26 , M rs, W dotten -  J ,H ,N ., December 7 , 1 86I ,
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f o r  th o s e  hoys in  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a c o n f id e n t ia l  k in d . She k e p t

money f o r  h e r  hoys and bandaged t h e i r  c u ts  and b r u i s e s .  She t r i e d  to

b reak  v a r io u s  bad h a b i t s  th ey  f e l l  in to  and te n d e d  them when th e y

w ere i l l .  She was th e re fo re  c la im in g  th a t  i f  h e r  " d is c re tio n a ry " ^ ^ ^ ^

powers w ere ta k e n  away from h e r ,  h e r  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  would be underm ined

and h e r  p rom ises to  th e  boys ' p a r e n ts  would b e  b roken ,

Newman vas e x a g g e ra tin g  when he con tended  th a t  Mrs, W oo tten 's
( 27 )

r e s ig n a t io n  would mean "a lm o st th e  d e s t r u c t io n "  o f  th e  p r o je c t ;  

he c la im ed  t h a t  i f  she l e f t ,  " th e re  v/as a chance o f h a l f  th e  s c h o o l 

g o in g " (^ ^ )  b u t D a r n e l l 's  s ta te m e n t t h a t  h e r  " in d ep en d e n t a u th o r i ty "  

was p r e j u d i c i a l  to  th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f th e  s c h o o l was l ik e w is e  e x a g g e ra te d . 

Nev/man and D a rn e ll  met to  d is c u s s  th e  q u e s tio n  on December 8 , bu t 

s e t t l e d  n o t h i n g , I n d e e d ,  D a rn e ll  v/as in censed  and accused  Newman

(29 )o f " b l in k in g  th e  p o in t  a t  i s s u e " .  I t  w as a q u e s tio n  n o t o f

( 29)renew ing  th e  " e n te n te  c o rd ia le "  betw een  h im se lf  and h is  r e c a l c i t r a n t

dame, b u t o f c r e a t in g  a '

" r i g h t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  betw een h e r  and e a c h  o f ( h is )  
m a s te rs  and tu t o r s  -  M iss F ren ch  -  th e  g r e a t  
m a jo r i ty  o f boys . . .  th e  s e r v a n ts  and a l l  
connec ted  w ith  th e  s c h o o l ,"  ( 29 )

I t  was a " p a te n t  a b s u rd i ty  a s h e e r  im p o ss ib i l i t y " ^ ^  f o r  Mrs,

W ootten to  ap p ea l to  Newman over h is  h ead . She w a s :

26 , Mrs, W ootten -  J ,H ,N ,, December 7 , 1 86I ,
27 , J ,H ,N , -  D a rn e l l ,  December 7 , 1 86I , T his p h ra s e  was s t ru c k  o u t

o f  th e  a c tu a l  l e t t e r  f o r  f e a r  o f o ffe n d in g  D a rn e l l ,
28 , J ,H ,N , -  H, 0 m sb y , Jan u a ry  , 1862,
29 , D a rn e ll  -  J ,H ,N ,, December 9 , 1 86I ,
30 , D a rn e ll  g e n u in e ly  hoped f o r  a s e t t l e m e n t  and v/as " th a n k fu l  f o r

th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f end ing  t h i s  m ise ry "  -  D a rn e ll  -  J ,H ,N ,, 
December 3> 1 86I ,
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"a v e r i t a b l e  imperium in  im perico  -  a German 
p r in c e s s  re g n a n t w ith  a backway to  th e  Em perors 
o f  N ussia  and A u s t r ia ,  when she f a l l s  ou t w ith  
P r u s s ia  . . .  She has u t t e r l y  l o s t  my co n fid e n c e  
(an d ) has throw n contem pt and d e f ia n c e  a t  a l l  
my m a s te rs  and tu t o r s  . . .  " ( 29 )

V/hen D a rn e ll  accused  Newman o f " b lin k in g "  th e  is s u e  he was

r i g h t .  Newman w as n o t a rg u in g  a b o u t th e  s ta tu s  o f a dame, th© p o s i t io n

o f a h ead m aste r o r  th e  n a tu r e  o f th e  s c h o o l, n o r  even  a t  t h i s  p o in t

abou t i t s  academ ic and m oral s ta n d a rd s  o r  i t s  p la c e  in  th e  scheme of

C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n . He s id e -s te p p e d  th e s e  is s u e s  and c la im ed  t h a t

i t  was a " q u e s tio n  betw een him and me",

" I s  th e  sc h o o l mine o r  i s  i t  h is  . . .  M ine, I  
mean n o t  on ly  as F a th e r  S u p e r io r  b u t as d i r e c t  
o r ig i n a to r  o f  th e  u n d e r ta k in g ."  (31 )

I t  i s  n o t ic e a b le  th a t  a t  t h i s  p o in t  Newman began to  in v o lv e  th e  

O ra to ry  and to  t r e a t  i t  a s  an in t e r n a l  m a tte r .  He f e l t  t h a t  h i s  prim e 

a l le g ia n c e  was to  th e  o rd e r  o f w hich he w as h ead , b u t D a rn e l l ,  who 

was j u s t  as w rapped up in  th e  sch o o l as Newman w as  in  th e  O ra to ry , 

f e l t  h is  a l l e g ia n c e  was to  th e  sc h o o l and co n se q u e n tly  th e y  w ere  

p u l l in g  a g a in s t  each o th e r ,

D a m e l l  made th e  e r r o r  o f a llo w in g  h im se lf  to  be d iv e r te d  from 

th e  e d u c a tio n a l  is s u e s  a t  s ta k e  by becoming em o tio n a l and v o l a t i l e .

He was q u i te  r i g h t  to  i n s i s t  t h a t  M rs, W ootten sh o u ld  n o t a c t  independ 

e n t ly ,  Dames w e re  moribund and w e re  f a s t  g iv in g  way to  h o u sem as te rs . 

In d e e d , in  1865 she  l e f t  th e  sch o o l and was n o t r e p la c e d .  C o n seq u en tly ,

29 . D a m e l l  -  J .H .N ,, December 9 , 1 86I ,
31 , J .H .N , -  Memorandum, December I 5 , 1 86I ,
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when he com plained t h a t  she co u n te red  h i s  in s t r u c t io n s  w ith  " p ro p o s i t io n s

o f h e r  own", " sc o rn e d  h is  d o rm ito ry  ru le s " ^ ^ ^ ^  and tam pered w ith  th e

lo y a l ty  o f  h is  s e r v a n t s ,  he w as j u s t i f i e d ,  h u t she  w as n o t " in s id io u s " ,

"dangerous . . .  i n s o le n t  . . .  ( o r )  p e r v e r s e " ,  n o r  w as she " f r a n t i c " ,

D a r n e l l 's  b i t t e r n e s s  was a l l  th e  more i l l o g i c a l  b ecau se  o f th e  g en u in e

a f f e c t io n  he f e l t  f o r  h is  "most u n s e l f i s h  b e n e f a c t r e s s ,  ( h i s )  m ost

( 29 )w i l l in g  s e rv a n t  and most te n d e r  n u rse  and second m o th e r " , ' '

T hus, w hereas D a rn e ll  argued  th a t  he sh o u ld  have a u th o r i ty  over 

th e  s c h o o l s t a f f  as a w hole, Newman a rg u ed  th a t  he sho u ld  n o t .  N e ith e r  

would g iv e  way, th e  fo rm er because  he w anted to  make th e  s c h o o l 

in dependen t and th e  l a t t e r  because  he w ished  to  s a fe g u a rd  th e  O ra to ry 's  

in f lu e n c e .  T h e ir  d is p u te  e s c a la te d  v e ry  q u ic k ly  b u t w hereas D a rn e ll  

was n e v e r  s h o r t  o f sy m p a th ise rs  a t  f i r s t  Newman w as. The l a t t e r  xiould 

on ly  co u n t on B e l la s i s  and Hope S c o t t  in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e ,  a lth o u g h  

o th e rs  backed him a f t e r  th e  storm  had su b s id e d , Newman drew up a l i s t  

o f  p r in c i p l e s  w hich he in ten d ed  to  i n s i s t  upon. No boy was to  e n te r  

th e  sch o o l w ith o u t h is  c o n se n t, each  boy w as to  be exam ined a t  l e a s t  

tw ice  p e r  y e a r ,  no f u r n i t u r e  w as to  b e  p u rch ased  o r  r e p a i r s  c a r r i e d  

ou t w ith o u t  h i s  ap p ro v a l and th e  h ead m aste r was n o t to  o rd e r  a n y th in g

(31 )in  e x c e ss  o f  one pound u n le s s  he had c o u n te rs ig n e d  th e  o rd e r  h im s e l f , '

He o u t l in e d  th e s e  p r in c ip le s  in  a l e t t e r  w hich he in ten d ed  to  send  to  

D a rn e l l :

29. D a rn e ll  -  J .H .N ,,  December 9 , 1 86I ,
31 , J .H .N . -  Memorandum, December 13 , 1 86I ,
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"1, I  am th e  im m ediate s u p e r io r  o f th e  s c h o o l.
I f  I  w ish to  speak  to  th e  m a s te rs ,  dam es, 
e t c ,  I  am n o t o b lig e d  to  do so th ro u g h  you; 
n o t  need th e y  speak  to  me th ro u g h  you. On 
th e  c o n tra ry  th e r e  i s  e v e r  an a p p e a l to  me 
from  Einy o f them , and a s u p e rv is io n  on my 
p a r t  over a l l  o f them,

"2 , The whole p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  sc h o o l b e lo n g s  to  
th e  C o n g reg a tio n , I t s  h o u se s , b u i ld in g s ,  
g rounds, f u r n i t u r e ,  and th e  w hole m a te r ia l ,  
a r e  ours and no o n e ’s e l s e .  I t  has s u r p r is e d  
me a c c id e n ta l ly  to  b e  to ld  t h a t  you c la im  
c e r t a in  f u r n i t u r e ,  and t h a t  you have k e p t 
back c e r t a i n  engagem ents o r  l e a s e s .  A ll  
t h i s  c o n fu s io n  shou ld  have ceased  lo n g  ago , 
and now i t  must cease  a t  once,

"3 , The c o n fe s so rs  must b e  a llow ed  t h e i r  f r e e
in f lu e n c e  upon th e  boys, and n o t b e  d e a l t  w ith  
in  a perem p to ry  m anner,

" I  know th e  v a lu e  o f y o u r s e r v ic e s ;  b u t r a t h e r  than 
th e s e  c o n d itio n s  sh o u ld  n o t be  o b se rv ed , I  shou ld  
be c o n te n t t h a t  th e  sc h o o l sh o u ld  come to  n o u g h t.
And i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  b e fo re  p ro c e e d in g  t h a t  I  shou ld  
re c e iv e  y o u r d i s t i n c t  r e c o g n i t io n  o f th em ,"  ( 32 )

I f  Newman had made th e s e  p o in t s  c l e a r  d u rin g  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s  

le a d in g  up to  th e  opening  o f  th e  s c h o o l,  p e rh ap s  th e r e  would have 

been  no c o n f l i c t .  On th e  o th e r  h and , had D a m e ll  known o f th e se  

" p r in c ip le s " ,  he w ould s u re ly  have n e v e r  ta k en  th e  p o s t ,  s in c e  

p o in ts  one and two h a rd ly  c o in c id e  w ith  S t ,  J o h n 's  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  

th e  O ra to ry  on ly  w anted to  "w atch o v er th e  sch o o l"  and Newman's own 

s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  O ra to ry  d e s ir e d  m ere ly  to  " s u p e r in te n d " .

T h is  l e t t e r  was n e v e r  s e n t  because  D a m e l l  w ro te  in  th e  mean

tim e in  a manner w hich w as so " v io le n t"  t h a t  th e re  seemed l i t t l e

32, J,H,N, -  D am ell, December 17; 1 861,
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p o in t  in  send ing  i t .  D a r n e l l 's  l e t t e r  marked h is  p o in t  o f  no 

r e tu r n i

"Here as th e r e  (W in c h es te r, E ton  e t c . ) th e  on ly  
remedy i s  f o r  (an ) in s u b o rd in a te  dame to  r e tu r n  
to  h e r  du ty  to  ( th e )  p ro p e r  s u p e r io r  o r  to  go.

" I t  is  q u i te  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  tim e  i s  lo n g  p a s t  f o r
Jvlrs. W ootten to  ta k e  th e  fo rm er s te p .

" (A s)  b e tw e e n  h e r  and  me t h e  e v i l  i s  s t i l l  d e e p e r .
She has presum ed to  l e c tu r e  me on o b ed ien ce , and 
has p u t fo rw ard  what she supposes to  be a f a i l i n g  
on my p a r t  in  my d u ty  to  you , a s  th e  ground o f 
h e r  f a i l i n g  in  h e r  d u ty  to  me. Thus th e n , she  is  
s c r u t i n i s in g  me th ro u g h  an im ag inary  O ra to r ia n  
medium o f h e r  own and assum ing an im p o rtan t 
d ic ta to r s h ip  to ( h e r s e l f )  , , ,

"1 have w r i t t e n  to  M rs, W ootten to  s a y  t h a t  as 
f a r  as she  and I  a r e  conce rned , th e  s t a tu s  quo 
cannot c o n t in u e , th a t  one o r  o th e r  o f us must 
go . . .  " (33 )

D a r n e l l 's  l e t t e r  to  M rs. W ootten (d a te d  December I 3 ) made i t  c l e a r  

t h a t  i f  she s tay ed  on a f t e r  th e  C h ris tm as h o lid a y s  he would c o n s id e r  

h is  p o s i t i o n  "de trop"^ '^^^  and would r e s i g n  f o r th w ith .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i 

c a n t t h a t  he h e ld  t h i s  l e t t e r  back  f o r  a lm ost a week -  he o b v io u s ly  

hoped t h a t  Newman would g iv e  way -  b u t th e  l a t t e r ' s  b r i e f  n o te  o f  

December conv inced  him t h a t  he had to  ta k e  t h i s  s t e p  e v e n  i f

33* D a m e l l  -  J .H .N .,  December 19 , 1 861,
34, D a rn e l l  -  Mrs, W ootten , December 13 , 1 861,
35. "On my r e tu r n  h e re  on S a tu rd a y  I  g o t y o u r l e t t e r .  Of co u rse

you do n o t e x p e c t me to  answ er i t  a t  th e  moment; b u t t h i s  I
w i l l  sa y , t h a t  you a re  wrong in  th in k in g  I  f e l t  M rs, W o o tten 's  
r e q u e s ts  to  be u n re a so n a b le , o r  t h a t  I  was co nsc ious o f 
" b lin k in g "  th e  is s u e ,  I  f u r t h e r  rem ark t h a t  y o u r l e t t e r  on 
th e  f a c e  o f i t ,  d isavow s th e  r i g h t  o f ap p ea l on th e  p a r t  o f 
s u b o rd in a te s  in  th e  sch o o l to  me as P r e s id e n t ,  and t h i s  I  c a n n o t 
f o r  an in s ta n t  a llo w , I  th in k  you must n ev e r f o r g e t  t h a t  w ith o u t 
my name th e  S chool w ould n o t be , and t h a t  many ( to  say  th e  l e a s t )  
o f  th e  p a re n ts  make me r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n " .
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i t  m eant in v o lv in g  o th e r  p e o p le . Not t h a t  Newman was moved:

"The h ead m aste rsh ip  o f th e  S chool has been  p u t 
in to  y o u r hands by th e  C o n g reg a tio n , and to  th e  
C o n g reg a tio n  you m ust d e l iv e r  i t  up , tho  I  
h e a r t i l y  t r u s t  you w i l l  th in k  b e t t e r  o f i t .
And b e s id e s  t h i s ,  th e  obv ious p r o p r ie ty  o f  th e  
ca se  r e q u ir e s  you to  g iv e  n o t ic e  to  us o f  your 
in te n t io n ;  f o r  I  am su re  you do n o t w ish  
sudden ly  to  d r iv e  us in to  a c o rn e r .  The 
im m ediate and ab ru p t r e s ig n a t io n  e i t h e r  o f  you 
o r  o f  Mrs, W ootten w ould be a g r e a t  d isad v an tag e  
to  th e  sch o o l,

"A cco rd ing ly  I  th in k  i t  r i g h t ,  and I  do n o t know 
how to  doubt t h a t  you r e a d i ly  w i l l  con cu r w ith  
me, to  p u t you u n d er obed ience  n o t to  do more 
in  th e  m a tte r ,  e i t h e r  tow ards M rs, W ootten o r  
as r e g a rd s  m y se lf , t i l l  I  have a t a l k  w ith  y o u ,"  ( 36 )

Newman a ls o  w ro te  to  Mrs, W ootten and to l d  h e r  n e i th e r  to  w r i t e  to

D a m e ll  n o r  to  t a l k  to  him.

C e r ta in  o f th e  boys sym path ised  w ith  M rs, W ootten:

" , , ,  some o f th e  boys have shown rem arkable 
a f f e c t io n  to  Mrs, W ootten on o cca s io n  o f th e
n o t ic e  fo rb id d in g  them to  go to  h e r  -  e ,g ,
Bowden, your younger so n , Sim eon, D o ria ,
B e c c a t in i ,  W aldron, th e  younger C apes, P e t r e ,  
two H o m y o ld s , P o w e ll, C h a r l to n , P oo le  (and ) 
th e  younger H ib b e r t,  These a re  boys to o  who 
go to  h e r  on Sunday evenings to  escape th e  
c a rd  p la y in g  -  e ,g ,  th e  two B e th e l l s  and 
N o rfo lk , b u t t h i s  does n o t e x a c t ly  prove 
t h a t  th e y  would be s t ro n g ly  f o r  h e r  " (37)

The c o n tro v e rsy  came in to  th e  open on C hristm as Eve, I t  was

th e n  t h a t  a C o n g reg a tio n  o f th e  O ra to ry  was h e ld  a t  w hich Newman

re a d  a p re p a re d  s ta te m e n t. In  t h i s  he u rg ed  th e  f a th e r s  n o t to

d is c u s s  th e  m a tte r  s in c e  i t  would in v o lv e  them in  " lo n g , p a in fu l  and

36 , J ,H ,N , -  D a m e l l ,  December 20, 1 86I ,
37 , J ,H ,N , -  S , B e l l a s i s ,  December 23 , 1 86I ,
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u n n e c e ssa ry  d is c u s s io n s " .  He re c o g n ise d  th a t  D a m e ll  and M rs,

W ootten cou ld  no lo n g e r  " a c t  t o g e t h e r " h u t  c la im ed  t h a t  t h i s  d id

( 58)n o t mean th a t  th e y  shou ld  " d isp e n se  w ith  e i t h e r " , '  ' He r e i t e r a t e d

h is  c la im  t h a t  th e  sch o o l was " h is "  and quoted from  th e  sch o o l
( 39 )

p ro s p e c tu s  to  p ro v e  i t ,   ̂ He a ls o  quoted  from  th e  o r ig in a l  d e c re e  

by w hich th e  C o n g reg a tio n  made D a m e ll  th e  " F a th e r  S u p e r io r 's  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  th e  u n d ertak in g "^^ ^^  and g av e  M rs, W ootten "manage

m ent" o f th e  S ch o o l House, Newman p a id  t r i b u t e  to  D a m e ll  and h is  

dame, d e s c r ib in g  them  a s  " th e  p i l l a r s  o f ( h i s )  u n d e r t a k i n g " a n d  

in  o rd e r  to  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s e r v ic e s  p roposed  a com prom ise: "an  u p p er 

sc h o o l and an u n d e r sch o o l q u i te  d i s t i n c t  from  and independen t o f each 

o th e r " ,  D a m e l l  would be h ead m aste r o f th e  u p p er schoo l in  w hich

th e r e  would be no dames, on ly  s e r v a n ts ,  s e rv a n ts  who "would have no 

r i g h t  o f a p p e a l"^ ^ ^ )  to  Newman: " th e y  m ust obey (D a m e l l)  o r  g o " , 

w h i l s t  th e  u n d er s c h o o l would have a n o th e r  head m aste r w ith  M rs, W ootten 

as  Dame, T h is  was a generous o f f e r ,  p ro v id in g  D a m e ll w ith  th e

o p p o r tu n i ty ,  f i r s t l y ,  o f ending  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  w ith o u t lo s s  o f  f a c e ,  

and se c o n d ly , o f d e v e lo p in g  a p u b lic  sc h o o l a lo n g  h is  own l i n e s .

From th e  O ra to ry  m inu tes i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  D a m e l l  had no 

a u th o r i ty  to  a p p o in t s t a f f  w ith o u t c o n s u l t in g  Newman:

38 , Newman's s ta te m e n t o f  December 24 i s  a very  lo n g  docum ent, too  
lo n g  to  q u o te  a t  le n g th ,

39 , " I t  i s  th e  in t e n t io n  o f  F r ,  Newman , , .  to  commence , , .  a sc h o o l 
. . .  and he ta k e s  t h i s  s t e p  a t  th e  in s ta n c e  o f f r i e n d s , "

40 , M essrs , Moody and Oxenham would t  each  in  th e  upper sc h o o l and 
M a rsh a ll and Nougemont in  th e  lo w er. Boys would be t r a n s f e r r e d  
a t  t h i r t e e n  from  one to  th e  o th e r .
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" th e  appo in tm en t o f  a l l  M a s te rs , Dames, S e rv a n ts  
m d  o f th e  whole p e rs o n n e l . . .  s h a l l  r e s t  w ith  
th e  F a th e r  P re f e c t  w ith  th e  c o n f irm a tio n  o f th e  
F a th e r . " ( 4I )

I t  i s  a ls o  c l e a r  t h a t  n e i th e r  he n o r Newman cou ld  make b a s ic  p o l ic y

d e c is io n s  w ith o u t C o n g re g a tio n 's  co n sen t. Such item s as th e  l e a s in g

o f new p r o p e r ty ,  th e  appoin tm ent o f a u d i to r s ,  th e  p u rch ase  o f  new

f u r n i t u r e ,  la n d  su rv e y s , e v e n  th e  p u rch ase  o f th e  schoo l c lo c k , a l l

had to  be d e b a te d  by th e  f a t h e r s  assem bled in  C o n g reg a tio n , Thus

D a rn e ll  was u n d o u b ted ly  assum ing g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  th a n  he was

s t r i c t l y  e n t i t l e d  to ,

At f i r s t ,  i t  seemed th a t  he was in t e r e s te d  in  Newman's com prom ise.

He "seemed p le a se d  w ith  it"^^"^^ and asked f o r  a few  days " to  th in k

abou t i t " .  But even i f  D a m e l l  a c c ep ted  th e y  w ere  "n o t y e t  o u t

o f th e  wood", Newman m a in ta in ed  t h a t  th e  p rom oters  had

" th e  w hole o f th e  ad v an tag e  (e x c e p t th e  m e r i t)
^ d  we th e  w hole o f th e  r i s k  , , .  We a re  w i l l in g  
to  g iv e  o u r tim e , th o u g h t, la b o u r  and a n x ie t ie s  
to  i t ,  b u t i t  is  s c a r c e ly  f a i r  t h a t  we s h a l l  
in v o lv e  o u rse lv e s  d e e p ly  in  p e c u n ia ry  l i a b i l i t i e s  
f o r  th e  sak e  o f o th e rs  . . .  We m ust engage a l a r g e  
hous e i f  th e  new p la n  comes in to  o p e ra t io n  , , ,
Hov/ i s  t h i s  to  be m et?" (43)

What d id  th e  p ro m o ters  th in k ?  B e l l a s i s  and Hope S c o tt  w ere

r e s o lu t e ly  opposed to  D a r n e l l 's  p o lic y  and urged  Newman to  s e t t l e

th e  q u e s tio n  o f prim acy once and f o r  a l l .  They su g g es ted  t h a t  i f

41 . O ra to ry  M inu tes, December 4 , 1 86O,
42 . He d o u b tle s s  th o u g h t he was a c t in g  in  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f 

th e  sch o o l and had even used  h is  own money to  h e lp  pay i t s  
i n i t i a l  d e b ts ,

43 . J .H .N , -  S , B e l l a s i s ,  December 24, 1 86I ,
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D a rn e ll  d id  n o t come to  h e e l  he shou ld  he " d is c o n t in u e d " ^ ^ ^  and 

th e y  shou ld  make t h e i r  own way w ith o u t him. T here w ere o th e r s ,  

how ever, who th o u g h t d i f f e r e n t ly ,  S co tt-M u rray , F ra n c is  Ward, Lord 

Thynne, l i c h a r d  Simpson and A cton f o r  exam ple , backed D a rn e l l ,  S c o t t -  

M urray reckoned t h a t  he was a f i r s t  c la s s  h ead m aste r and fe a re d  f o r  

th e  s c h o o l 's  f u tu r e  w ith o u t him. Ward echoed th e s e  s e n t im e n ts ;

D a m e l l  was " r e a l l y  a good m a s te r" , and a f t e r  i t  was a l l  o v e r , he 

s t a t e d  q u i te  b lu n t ly  t h a t  he was unhappy abou t th e  outcome. T his 

came from  th e  p ro m o te r who had o r i g i n a l l y  c a l le d  th e  f i r s t  m eeting  

and had p e t i t i o n e d  Newman on th e  p ro m o te rs ' b e h a l f ,  Thynne ex p ressed  

h is  sorrow  and d isap p o in tm e n t and to ld  Newman t h a t  in  d r iv in g  D a rn e ll  

o u t he had "abandoned what i s  c a l le d  th e  p u b lic  sch o o l sy stem ". He 

w ro te  to  Newman " in  con fid en ce  and p e r f e c t  f r a n k n e s s " ,  b lam ing Mrs, 

W ootten f o r  b e ing  " to o  in d ep en d en t"  and p r a i s in g  D a r n e l l 's  e x c e l le n c e  

-  he had " e n t i r e l y  , , ,  won . . .  th e  co n fid en ce  o f th e  p a re n ts  and th e  

lo v e  o f th e  b o y s ,"^^ ^ ^  Sim pson, how ever, tended  to  m is re p re se n t th e  

a f f a i r .  He gave le n g th y  v e rs io n s  o f  w hat had happened and claim ed 

t h a t  th e  boys " h a te  Mrs, W ootten, lo v e  D a m e l l ,  and c a re  n o th in g  f o r  

Newman whom th e y  n e v e r  s e e " , A cton , who was a c lo s e  f r i e n d  o f D a m e l l ,  

t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Newman would " f a i l  w ith o u t him"^^^^ and co n s id e re d  th e  

ep iso d e  to  be a tra g e d y  w ith  f a r - r e a c h in g  r e p e rc u s s io n s  f o r  E n g lish  

C a th o l ic s ,  The c r i s i s ,  he th o u g h t, was "g rav e"  and " a l l  th e  f u tu r e  o f

44. 8 , B e l la s i s  -  J .H ,N ,, December 24, 1 861,
45. Lord Thynne -  J .H ,N , , Jan u ary  16 , 1862.
46 . A cton -  H, Simpson, Jan u a ry  1 5 , 1862,
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e d u c a tio n  (w as) a t  s ta k e " .

C h ris tm as p assed  and th e n  th e  s to rm  b roke . On December 27,

D a m e l l  re s ig n e d  and th e  schoo l v/as " in  h o t w a t e r " . T h e  even ts

o f th e  n e x t few days were confused . On December 28 , w h i l s t  e x p re s s in g

h is  " f ix e d  in te n tio n " ^ ^ ^ ^  to  r e s ig n ,  D a rn e l l  o f fe re d  to  s ta y  t i l l

E a s te r  p ro v id e d  M rs, W ootten l e f t  i m m e d i a t e l y , H e  a ls o  p re se n te d

th e  r e s ig n a t io n s  o f  Moody, Oxenham, M a rs h a ll and Hougemont, who had

a c tu a l ly  handed him t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n s  n in e  days e a r l i e r .  A ll  fo u r

w ere r e s o lu t e ;

"We have le a rn e d  w ith  deep r e g r e t  t h a t ,  in  
consequence o f  s e r io u s  c o m p lic a tio n s  hav ing  
a r i s e n  betw een y o u r s e lf  and D r, Newman in  
r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f Mrs, W ootten as 
a dame in  th e  sc h o o l, you have f e l t  i t  your 
d u ty  to  te n d e r  th e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f y ou r p o s t 
as head m aste r , . .  You w i l l  n o t  need to  be 
a s su re d  o f ou r e n t i r e  co n fid e n ce  in  y o u r f i t 
n e ss  f o r  th e  im p o rtan t and r e s p o n s ib le  o f f ic e  
w hich you have h i t h e r to  so e f f i c i e n t l y  d i s 
ch arg ed , o r  o u r h e a r ty  sym pathy w ith  you in  
y ou r p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  a c la im  w hich we had 
lo n g  and grow ingly  f e l t  conv inced  was f a t a l  
to  th e  b e s t i n t e r e s t s ,  i f  n o t  to  th e  co n tin u ed  
e x is te n c e  o f th e  schoo l -  u n d er th e s e  c ircum 
s ta n c e s  o u r l i n e  o f d u ty  however p a in f u l  is  
c l e a r .  We have th e r e f o r e  to  re q u e s t t h a t  in  
te n d e r in g  th e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f y o u r own p o s t 
as h ead m aste r, you w i l l  a c c e p t o u r r e s ig n a t io n  
o f th e  p o s ts  which we have h i t h e r to  h e ld  u nder 
you in  th e  s c h o o l,"  ( 5 0 )

47. J .H .N , -  S , B e l l a s i s ,  December 27, 1 86I .
48 , A " c o n n e c tin g  n o t ic e "  in  a c o l le c t io n  o f docum ents " r e  D a rn e l l" .
49. Ne\vman prom ised  to  c o n s id e r  t h i s  o f f e r ,  b u t f e l t  o b lig e d  to

ta k e  co u n se l in  London w ith  B e l l a s i s  b e fo re  making a f i n a l
d e c is io n .

50 , The j o i n t  r e s ig n a t io n  -  December 19 , 1 86I .
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In  a s e n s e  th e  r e s ig n a t io n s  w ere to  Newman's advan tage  s in c e  he was 

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  each o f  them and e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  Moody, whose 

r e s ig n a t io n  he a c c ep ted  th e re  and th e n . Upon h e a r in g  o f Newman's 

r e a c t io n  to  M oody's r e s ig n a t io n ,  D a rn e l l  w ithdrew  h i s  o f f e r  to  s ta y  

t i l l  E a s t e r  -  " n o th in g  in  heaven and e a r th  sho u ld  make (me) come 

hack . . .  even though th e  C ongregation  make (me) head o f  th e  schoo l

(51 )in s te a d  o f . . .  " Newman -  and concluded  " th a t  a l l  i s  o v e r" . He 

was s t i l l  drawn to  Newman and a p o lo g ise d  f o r  h is  " c o ld n e ss  and p r id e " ,  

add ing  " I  lo v e  you from my h e a r t  and s h a l l  always lo v e  you, b e t t e r

( 52 )i f  p o s s ib le  th a n  my own f a th e r " ,  '  '  w h i l s t  Newman r e c ip r o c a te d ,  " I

r e tu r n  y o u r a f f e c t io n  w ith  a l l  my h e a r t " . A l t h o u g h  he appea led  

a g a in  and ag a in  to  D a rn e ll  to  r e c o n s id e r  h is  d e c i s io n .  Nev/man knew 

a t  t h a t  p o in t  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r ' s  mind w as made up , and th e re fo re  

d ec id ed  to  assume th e  r o le  o f h ead m aste r f o r  h im se lf  and to  r e c r u i t  

new s t a f f .  T his was a m ajor d e c is io n  w hich was w id e ly  app lauded , 

and i t  was to  have l a s t i n g  re p e rc u s s io n s  f o r  h im se lf  and th e  s c h o o l.

M iss F ren ch  re s ig n ed  on December 28. She a ls o  f e l t  a f f e c t io n

f o r  Newman;

" I  w ish  I  co u ld  e x p re ss  my g r a t i tu d e  f o r  yo u r
generous co n fid en ce  and k in d n e ss  to  me -  o r
t e l l  you my lo v e  and sorrow  f o r  you . . .  " (54)

51 . J .H .N . -  Memorandum, December 29, 1 86I .
52 , D a m e l l  -  J .H .N ., December 28, 1 86I ,
53 . J .H .N , -  D a m e l l ,  December 28, 1 86I ,
54 , M iss F ren ch  -  J .H .N ., December 28, 1 86I , She l e f t  on Ja n u a ry  7 

and w as re p la c e d  by M iss M itc h e l l ,  Newman t r i e d  hard  to  make 
h e r  change h e r  mind -  "P ray  d o n 't  ( le a v e )  t i l l  you g iv e  me 
a t r i a l  , . .  Say you w i l l  s ta y  t i l l  E a s t e r ,  and th e n  , . .  you 
w i l l  be a b le  to  say  w hether I  am w orthy  o f y o u r c o n f id e n c e ,"  -  
J .H .N . -  M iss F ren ch , December 29, 1 86I ,
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b u t h e r  l o y a l ty  to  D a m e ll  com pelled  h e r  to  r e s ig n ,

Newman w as n o t  s u rp r is e d  by th e s e  e v e n ts , b u t when D a m e ll 

r e s ig n e d  from th e  O ra to ry  i t s e l f ,  he was shocked. Of th e  n in e  p r i e s t s  

who made up th e  C o n g reg a tio n , F a th e rs  F lanaghan  and ly d e r  su p p o rted  

D a rn e ll  w ith  th e  o th e rs  a p p a re n tly  uncom m itted a t  t h a t  s ta g e  a lth o u g h  

F a th e r s  S t ,  John , N e v il le  and B i t t l e s t o n  soon gave Newman t h e i r  

s u p p o r t .  T here was th e r e f o r e  "c o n fu s io n  among ( h i s )  p eo p le"  and he

( 5 5 )was p l a in ly  w o rried  ; " a n o th e r  C ross is  l a i d  on me and a heavy one".

So f a r  as r e - s t a f f i n g  w en t, Newman in te rv ie w e d  a p ro s p e c tiv e  

te a c h e r ,  a Mr, B u tle r ,  in  London and upon r e tu rn in g  to  Birmingham, 

w ro te  to  two o th e r s ;  Mr, Cam pbell and Mr. Pope,^^^^ Cam pbell was 

recommended by A l l ie s  and Newman a sked him to  become f i r s t  m a ste r  a t

( 57 )<£150 p e r  y e a r , '  b u t he re fu s e d  th e  p o s t b ecau se  he was a lre a d y  

com m itted to  a grammar sch o o l in  D ub lin , R ichard  Pope w as th e  b ro th e r  

o f Thomas Pope, an a c q u a in ta n c e  o f Newman's, He was te a c h in g  in  

G ib r a l t a r  a t  th e  tim e , b u t accep ted  Nev/man's o f f e r  o f a p o s t  a t  £100 

p e r  y e a r  and rem ained a t  th e  s c h o o l f o r  th e  r e s t  o f h i s  c a r e e r ,

Newman a ls o  w ro te  to  a Mr, R ow lett a sk in g  him to  become a p r e f e c t  

a t  £50  p e r  y e a r ,  b u t R ow lett was too  l a t e  in  re p ly in g  and was th e re fo re  

passed  o v e r, Newman s t i l l  had hopes t h a t  Rougemont and M arsh a ll would 

s u r re n d e r  and th e r e f o r e  knowing t h i s ,  B e l l a s i s  su g g es ted  to  them th a t

55 . J ,H ,N , -  C a th e r in e  A, B e th u r s t ,  December 29, 1 86I ,
56 . Newman was e v e n tu a lly  a b le  to  do w ith o u t Mr, B u t le r ,  He o n ly

a c c e p te d  him p ro v id ed  th e r e  was a p la c e  f o r  him,
57 . Newman checked on Cam pbell w ith  F a b e r who a lso  knew him and

asked "what is  h is  p re s e n c e , and a d d re ss  and s o c ia l  q u a l i t i e s  . . . " ,
J,H,N, -  Faber, December 31, 1 86I ,
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th e y  m ight w ithdraw  t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n s .  Rougemont was th e  f i r s t  to

do so . He w ro te  "a  v e ry  p ro p e r  l e t t e r  . . .  such  a s  became a p r i e s t

(58 )and a g e n tle m a n " , ' w hich Newman a c c e p te d : " I t  i s  a g r e a t  r e l i e f

to  me to  f e e l  now th e re  i s  no k in d  o f d i f f e r e n c e  betw een u s" ,^ ^ ^ ^

However, Newman w as r e lu c ta n t  to  have M a rsh a ll back u n t i l  he had

re c o g n ise d  th e  e r r o r  o f h is  ways and i t  took  fo u r  l e t t e r s  from th e

p e n i te n t  b e fo re  th e  fo rm er e v e n tu a l ly  ag re e d  to  have him b ack .

Ambrose S t ,  John canvassed  th e  C a th o lic  U n iv e r s i ty  in  D ub lin ;

"v/e w ant one o f th e  P ro fe s s o r s ,  A rn o ld , S te w a r t,
0m sb y  o r  Renouf . . .  Our te rm s  a re  £50 p e r  month
w ith  board  and lo d g in g  . . .  " (60)

A rnold a cc ep ted  S t ,  Jo h n ’s in v i t a t i o n  and was re le a s e d  by th e

u n iv e r s i ty  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he had p r i v a t e  p u p ils  whom h is

c o lle a g u e s  w ere r e lu c ta n t  to  ta k e  o f f  h is  h an d s, Newman knew t h a t

A rnoldw  as a f in e  s c h o la r  and an e f f i c i e n t  te a c h e r ,  b u t he w anted

him p r im a r i ly  because o f h is  name; "The a d v e r t i s in g  o f so g r e a t  a

gun would b e n e f i t  th e  s c h o o l" ,

Newman d e s c r ib e d  D a r n e l l 's  conduct as " e x tra v a g a n t , , .

in e x p re s s ib ly  im p a tie n t ,  perem pto ry  and d i c t a t o r i a l " , ^  and so i t

w as. There can be no doubt t h a t  he had "made an enormous s c a n d a l" ,

b u t Newman tended  to  ex ag g e ra te  th e  enorm ity  o f i t .  He c la im ed , f o r

in s ta n c e ,  th a t  D a rn e ll  had;

58, J .H .N , -  B e l l a s i s ,  Ja n u a ry  3 , 1862,
59, J .H .N , -  Rougemont, Jan u ary  5 , 1862,
60, J .H .N , -  Ambrose S t ,  John , Ja n u a ry  6 , 1862,
61 , J .H .N , -  P o l le n ,  J a n u a ry  7 , 1862,
62 , J .H .N , -  M onse ll, Ja n u a ry  5 , 1862,
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"been  round p e o p le  . . .  g iv in g  o u t t h a t  he and 
F a th e r  F lanaghanw  e re  g o in g , which now is  in  
th e  m ouths o f a l l  th e  p e o p le ,"  ( 63 )

and se c o n d ly , t h a t  "he w as g o ing  to  s e t  up a s c h o o l,  and (was)

sp eak in g  o f th e  boys . . .  whom he cou ld  s e c u r e " , " h o w  many on ly

tim e m ust show ",^^^^ He was p l a in ly  anx ious and to l d  Hope S c o t t :

" I f  I  do n o t y ie ld  th e y  w i l l  w r i t e  to  th e  p a re n ts  a g a in s t  m e",^^^^

\Vhat ev idence  d id  Nev/man have t h a t  D a rn e ll  was w ork ing  beh ind  h is

back? \7hat j u s t i f i c a t i o n  was th e r e  in  h is  a c c u s a tio n  th a t  D a m e l l

was " a d d re s s in g  h im s e lf  to  th e  p a r e n ts  one by one, to  g e t th e  boys

away"?^^^^ He had h ea rd  o f a m ee tin g  betw een D a m e l l  and h is  fo u r

c o lle a g u e s  w hich was c a l le d  a p p a re n tly  to  is s u e  a p u b lic  s ta te m e n t ,

b u t no s ta te m e n t was is su e d  as two o f th e  s t a f f  " d is s e n te d " ,

Newman knew t h a t  th e s e  w ere Rougemont and M a rsh a ll because th e y  had

d ec id ed  a t  t h a t  s ta g e  to  w ithdraw  t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n s ,  bu t he d id  n o t

know t h a t  i t  was D a m e l l  who managed to  r e s t r a i n  Moody and Oxenham,

b o th  o f whom w ere  in cen sed  by Rougem ont's " d a s ta r d ly  conduct

from  p e t i t i o n in g  th e  p a r e n ts ,  A cton who was c lo s e  to  D a m e l l ,  re co rd ed

th a t  h i s  f r i e n d  had q u ie t ly  " re s o lv e d  to  make no p u b lic  d e m o n s tra tio n

and r e s t r a i n e d  th e  eag e rn ess  o f Oxenham In deed , th e  l e t t e r

D a m e l l  w ro te  to  Ne-'wman on th e  day o f h is  s t a f f  m eeting  was th e

epitom e o f d i s c r e t i o n .  He was so p a c i f i c  a t  t h a t  s ta g e  t h a t  he even

63 , J ,H ,N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  Jan u ary  hr, 1 862,
64 . J ,H ,N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  Jan u ary  4 , 1862,
63 , J ,H ,N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  Jan u a ry  1 2 , 1862,
66, J ,H ,N , -  B e l l a s i s ,  Jan u a ry  3 , 1862,
67 , B e l la s is  -  J ,H ,N , , Jan u ary  3 , 1862,
68, A cton -  S im pson, Jan u ary  1 3 , 1862,
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asked  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  w ithdraw  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  from th e  O ra to ry ;

" A l l ie s  (h a s )  . . .  to ld  me t h a t  you a r e  under th e  
im p ressio n  t h a t  I  and my s t a f f  . . .  have been w orking  
to  u p s e t  you in  th e  sc h o o l -  and to  t r a n s f e r  i t  e l s e 
w here . F o r  one and a l l  I  u n d e rta k e  to  s a y  most 
p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t h i s  is  n o t ( th e )  f a c t  -  and t h a t  
Mrs, W ootten was and is  th e  r e a l  o s te n s ib le  c ru x  , , ,
F o r my ovm p a r t  I  am w i l l i n g  as  a p ro o f  o f  my s i n c e r i t y  
to  a sk  you to  in s p e c t  my l a s t  n o te  , . ,  so f a r  as i t  
co n ce rn s  th e  s te p s  n e c e s sa ry  to  be ta k en  f o r  my 
le a v in g  th e  O ra to ry , t i l l  i t  i s  you r own w i l l  and 
ch o ice  t h a t  I  should  p u t i t  fo rw ard  a g a in ,"  ( 69)

Newman w as p le a se d  " to  s e e  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f a change o f  mind 

and h e a r t "  b u t to ld  D a m e l l  "what you have w r i t t e n  is  n o t enough",

I f  he e x a g g e ra te d  th e  damage D a m e ll  was d o ing  to  th e  sch o o l he d id  

n o t e x a g g e ra te  th e  e f f e c t  he could  have on th e  O ra to ry  i t s e l f ,  Newman 

was r e l u c t a n t  to  lo s e  F a th e r  N icho las -  "we a l l  lo v e  N ic h o la s  and he

(71 )lo v e s  u s"  -  b u t as S u p e r io r  o f th e  o rd e r  he could  n o t a llow  one

o f h is  f a t h e r s  to  b reak  t h e i r  Rule w ith  im p u n ity :

" , , ,  he had n o t o bse ived  th e  su b o rd in a t io n  due 
to  me as  F a th e r  S u p e r io r  from  a s u b je c t  o f th e  
O ra to ry ,"  ( 7 2 )

Then, q u i te  o u t o f th e  b lu e , came th e  news t h a t  Newman had b een  

h op ing  f o r :

" B e l l a s i s  has s e n t me th e  w onderfu l news th a t  
F a th e r  D a m e l l  has g iven  in , D a rn e ll  is  w retched  
in  th e  e x tre m e , and a l l  F r id a y  e v e n in g  c r i e d ,  and

69 . D a m e l l  -  J .H .N ,,  J a n u a ry  3 , 1862,
70 , J .H .N , -  D a m e l l ,  Ja n u a ry  3> 1862,
71 . J .H .N , -  H, W ilb e rfo rc e , J a n u a ry  26, 1862, Newman s t i l l  ten d ed  

to  d i s t o r t  th e  is s u e s  betw een them . He w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  
D a m e l l  on Jan u ary  4, 1862 ( i t  w as n e v e r  a c tu a l ly  s e n t )  in  w hich 
he s t a t e d ,  q u i te  f a l s e l y ,  t h a t  th e  is s u e s  betw een them w ere  
l im i t e d  to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f th e  r e s ig n a t io n s .  C le a r ly ,  he found 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a f r ie n d  had been  d i s lo y a l ,

72 , J .H .N . -  A n o te ,  Jan u a ry  3 j 1862,
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a l l  n ig h t ,  ad m itted  h im se lf  to  have been  w ho lly
in  th e  wrong in  hav ing  p re s e n te d  th e  r e s ig n a t io n
o f th e  m a ste rs  . . .  and t h a t  he would n o t meet
th e  r e s t  on S a tu rd a y  m orning b u t w en t away and
was w i l l in g  to  do a n y th in g  to  make amends e t c , "  ( 7 3 )

Newman p roposed  t h a t  D a m e ll  "go away f o r  h a l f  a year"^^^^  a f t e r

w hich th e  O ra to r ia n s  could  c o n s id e r  h is  l e t t e r s  o f r e s ig n a t io n .  H is

name would b e  k e p t on th e  p ro s p e c tu s  and th e  boys would be  to ld  t h a t

( 7 3 )"o u r d e a r  F a th e r  D a rn e ll was away f o r  a tim e " . He would a ls o  be

re q u ire d  to  s ig n  a d e c la r a t io n  ( s ig n e d  by th e  o th e r  f a th e r s  to o )  o f  

co n fid en ce  in  Newman, and to  p e rm it a th o ro u g h  r e o r g a n is a t io n  in  h is  

absence . IVhen he r e tu rn e d  he m ight be a llow ed  to  d ev e lo p  "an  

in c ip ie n t  u pper s chool"^^^^ a t  R ednal, Hope S c o t t ,  how ever, w is e ly  

c r i t i c i s e d  th e s e  p ro p o s i t io n s .  He th o u g h t i t  good th a t  D a m e l l  

shou ld  be a b se n t f o r  s ix  m onths, bu t opposed th e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f

co n fid en ce  -  i t w a s  most u n l ik e  Newman to  make a haughty  demand o f

t h i s  k ind  -  and q u es tio n ed  th e  lo g ic  of r e o r g a n i s in g  th e  sch o o l 

w ith o u t th e  h e a d m a s te r 's  c o n se n t. % a t  k in d  o f a headm aster w ould he 

be i f  he r e tu r n e d  to  a s c h o o l w hich had been  rem odelled  by someone 

e l s e  to  make good h is  d e f  ic iencies?^"^^^

D a r n e l l 's  change o f a t t i t u d e  had o ccu rred  in  London v/here he 

was s ta y in g  w ith  John H ungerford  P o l le n  and h is  w ife .  A p p a re n tly ,

( 7 5 )" h is  h e a r t  was w rap t up in  th e  s c h o o l" ,  he co u ld  n o t  b e a r  to

73# J .H .N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  Jan u a ry  1862,
74 , Newman s e n s ib ly  a c c e p te d  Hope S c o t t 's  c r i t i c i s m s  and proposed

th a t  i f  D a rn e ll  r e tu m e d ,  he shou ld  o n ly  be asked to  remove 
h im se lf  f o r  s ix  m onths, a f t e r  w hich tim e a l l  o th e r  m a tte rs  
cou ld  be  s e t t l e d  am icab ly ,

75# J.H .N , -  B e l l a s i s ,  Ja n u a ry  5 , 1862,
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le a v e  i t ,  and because o f t h i s  he accep ted  h is  f r i e n d s '  a d v ic e  and 

dec ided  to  r e t u r n  to  r e p a i r  th e  damage, Newman r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "Mrs, 

J o o t te n  p ro p h e s ie d  th e  change o f  mind in  h im ", a lth o u g h  she w arned

( 7 5 )t h a t  "what has happened once, may happen a g a i n , " '  '

On Ja n u a ry  6 , D a m e ll  r e tu m e d ,  b u t a la s  he showed no s ig n s  o f 

th e  rep en tan ce  t h a t  B e l la s is  had w r i t t e n  o f and ask ed  "w hether he 

(sh o u ld )  remove h is  e f f e c t s ,  He had " f ro z e n  up a g a in "  and l e f t

f o r  th e  Q ueen 's H o te l from w here he w ro te  a s k in g  how he m ight b r in g  

th e  " m ise ra b le  a f f a i r  to  a c o n c lu s io n "  w ith  "as l i t t l e  p a in  a s

( 7 7 )p o s s ib le " .  Had Newman and D a m e l l  been a b l e  to  meet to  d is c u s s

th e  a f f a i r ,  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c lu s io n  m ight have been a r r iv e d  a t ,  b u t 

th e  fo rm e r 's  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  and th e  l a t t e r ' s  p r id e  p re v e n te d  t h i s ,  

and co n seq u en tly  th e y  co n tin u ed  t h e i r  d e b a te  on p a p e r ,

Newman s k e d  D a m e l l  to  go (way f o r  a week -  D a m e l l  w ent to  

s ta y  w ith  h is  s i s t e r  in  V/olverhampton -  and a lso  re -ap p ro ac h ed  P o l le n  

to  s e e  i f  he cou ld  m ed ia te  a second tim e , D a m e ll  had seem ing ly  

l e f t  th e  P o l l e n 's  in  humble and c o n t r i t e  mood -  he w as "calm , anx ious 

f o r  c o n c i l i a t io n  and read y  to  concede a l l  he could  h o n e s t ly  do"^^^^ -  

b u t b e fo re  r e tu r n in g  to  E dgbaston he had c a l le d  on S co tt-M u rray  and

(79 )th e r e  had "found sym pathy". T h is  cau sed  him to  a l t e r  h is  mind

y e t  a g a in  and le d  Newman to  d e s c r ib e  him a few days l a t e r  as 

" c h an g ea b le , q u i te  l i k e  a c h i ld " .

75* J .H .N , -  B e l l a s i s ,  J a n u a ry  5 , 1862,
76 , J .H .N , -  Aipbrose S t ,  Jo h n , Jan u ary  8 , 1862,
77 , D a rn e ll  -  J .H .N ,, Ja n u a ry  7? 1862,
78, J .H .N . -  P o l le n ,  Jan u ary  21 , 1862,
79, P o lle n  -  J .H .N , , Jan u ary  7 , 1862, He s ta y e d  w ith  S c o tt  M urray

two days.
80 , J .H .N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  J a n u a ry  8 , 1862.
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D a r n e l l 's  b e h a v io u r  d id  much to  s t r e n g th e n  Newman's s t a tu s  

w ith in  th e  O ra to ry  i t s e l f .  The d iv i s io n s  w hich w ere  a p p a re n t on 

December 27 and 28 d isa p p e a re d . In d eed , F a th e r  Henry B i t t l e s t o n  

could  n o t  "conceive  how anyone . . .  co u ld  have sp read  ab o u t . . .  t h a t  . . .  

th e  f a t h e r s  were n o t w ith  . . . "  Newman, In  h is  o p in io n  Newman was 

com pelled  to  a c t  as he had in  j u s t i c e  to  M rs, W ootten, b e c a u se  o f  h is  

o b l ig a t io n s  to  th e  p a re n ts  and fo u n d ers  o f  th e  s c h o o l, and h i s  d u ty  

to  S t .  P h i l i p  and th e  C ong reg a tio n , " I t  was j u s t  one o f  th o s e  t r i a l s  

w hich p rove  a m an's f i t n e s s  to  g o v ern " ,  ̂ Newman r e p l i e d  t h a t  he 

had "n e v e r  m entioned N ic h o la s ' o rd in a ry  r i g h t  to  send away j'ames -  b u t 

h is  pow er o f s e n d in g  Mrs. W ootten away in s t a n t e r  w ith o u t ap p ea l to  m e",^^^^ 

S t r i c t l y  sp eak ing  t h i s  was t r u e ,  as w as h is  s ta te m e n t to  Hope S c o t t ;
\

" I  n e v e r  re fu se d  to  F a th e r  D, to  remove h e r  -  I  on ly  s a id  t h a t  i t
/ Q 7 \

cou ld  n o t be done a b ru p tly  . . .  " However, had D a m e l l  made th e s e

demands, Newman would d o u b tle s s  have re fu se d  them, M rs, W o o tten 's  

f u tu r e  w as c e n t r a l  to  t h e i r  argum ent and to  i n f e r  d i f f e r e n t l y  su g g e s ts  

t h a t  Newman's co n sc ie n ce  w as w o rry ing  him.

What o f  D a m e ll?  H is h ap p in ess  was a t  s ta k e  and so to o  was th e  

O ra to ry 's  r e p u ta t io n .  I f  on ly  D a m e l l  would "make some s o r t  o f  an 

apo logy", "Any s o r t  o f  su b m ission  would be enough, i f  he s a id

he m igh t have done b e t t e r " ,  t h i s  w as a l l  Newman w ish ed ,

81, H, B i t t l e s t o n  -  J .H .N , (u n d a te d ) .
82, J .H .N . -  B i t t l e s t o n ,  J a n u a ry  2, 1862,
83 , J .H .N , -  Hope S c o t t ,  J a n u a ry  8 , 1862,
84 , J .H .N . -  P o l le n ,  Jan u a ry  1 0 , 1862,
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H ungerford  P o l le n ,  who had been  a sk e d  to  m e d ia te , f a i l e d  even  to

lo c a te  D a m e l l  and th e r e f o r e  Newman made one l a s t  ap p ea l h im s e lf :

"My f i r s t  th o u g h t t h i s  m orning was to  w r i t e  to  
you a p r iv a t e  l i n e  i n t r e a t i n g  you f o r  S t ,  P h i l i p ’ s 
sak e  to  be m e rc ifu l to  y o u r s e l f  and to  u s .  We 
can n o t b e a r  to  p a r t  w ith  you. You have a p la c e  in  
o u r  h e a r ts  and a re  ro o te d  b o th  in  th e  O ra to ry  and 
among ou r p e o p le , 'Why w i l l  you d e s tro y  th e  work 
o f  so many y e a r s ,  and le a v e  a l l  o u r a f f e c t io n s  
la c e r a te d  and b le e d in g ?

"T here is  o n ly  one th in g  we p r e f e r  above you, th a t  
i s  our du ty  to  S t ,  P h i l i p ,  I  cannot b e l ie v e  th a t  
y o u r good s ense w i l l  n o t  t e l l  you t h a t  you have 
been  p r e c i p i t a t e  b o th  in  th e  s te p s  you have ta k e n  
tow ards th e  C o n g reg a tio n  and in  y o u r generous d i s 
p o s i t io n  to  r e f u s e  to  avov/ w hat I  v e n tu re  to  say  
ev ery  one f e e l s .  I f ,  how ever, you s t i l l  r e fu s e ,
I  w i l l  n o t g iv e  up hope, I  w i l l  hope t h a t  tim e and 
r e f l e c t i o n  w i l l  e f f e c t  w hat o u r e n t r e a t i e s  c a n n o t. 
A cco rd in g ly  I  s h a l l  p ro p o se  to  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  to  
p u t o f f  th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f your l e t t e r  o f r e s ig n a 
t i o n  f o r  s ix  m onths, g iv in g  you le a v e  o f  absence in  
th e  i n t e r v a l .  The though t o f  you , in  th e  m eantim e,
I  knov/ w e ll  w i l l  be in  th e  m inds, p r a y e r s ,  and 
M asses o f a l l  o f u s ,"  ( 85 )

D a m e l l  r e p l i e d  as fo llo w s :

"The w hole c o m p lic a tio n  i s  so h id eo u s  t h a t  I  canno t 
s e e  my way o u t o f i t ,  o r  indeed  in to  i t  -  and 
th e r e f o r e  f o r  a l l  ou r sa k e s  and f o r  my sake 
e s p e c i a l l y  I  w i l l  e n t r e a t  you to  have r e c o u r s e  to  
th e  e x p e d ie n t,  p a in f u l  one as i t  must p rove to  b e  
a t  b e s t  -  o f my g o ing  abroad f o r  s ix  months w ith  
y o u r le a v e , and t h a t  o f  th e  c o n g re g a tio n , I  do 
n o t a tte m p t to  say  more -  though I  co u ld  say  much -  
f o r  th e r e  is  no u se  in  making c o m p lic a tio n  more 
co m p lica ted . O nly, w hatever I  may now o r e v e n tu a lly  
th in k  of y o u r and my p u b l ic  a c t s  be a s su re d  o f my 
rem a in in g  unshaken in  lo v e  to  y o u r s e l f ,  th e  f a th e r s ,  
M rs. W ootten and a l l , "  (86)

85 . J .H .N , -  D a m e l l ,  Jan u ary  11 , 1862,
86. D a rn e ll  -  J .H .N ., Jan u a ry  12 , 1862,
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In  re sp o n se , Newman w ro te ;

" I  re c e iv e d  y ou r l e t t e r  y e s te rd a y  and am o b lig e d  
to  say  I  am d is a p p o in te d  t h a t ,  to g e th e r  w ith  i t s  
d e c la r a t io n  o f unshaken a f f e c t io n  f o r  u s ,  w hich 
you can n o t doubt we a l l  r e tu r n ,  i t  does n o t c o n ta in  
a word e x p re s s iv e  o f y o u r su b m issio n  to  th e  
C ongreg a tio n  o r  i f  you w ish  to  w ithdraw  o r  e x p la in  
any o f  y ou r r e c e n t  a c t s .  We have p assed  a r e s o l u t i o n  
th i s  m orning in  C ongreg a tio n  D ep u ta ta  g iv in g  you 
s ix  months le a v e  o f absence  from t h i s  d a te .  At th e  
end o f t h i s  tim e w e  s h a l l  ta k e  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  
y o u r l e t t e r  o f December 3O in  w hich you s t a t e  
y o u r d e s i r e  to  be r e le a s e d  from  y ou r o b l ig a t io n  
to  th e  C o n g re g a tio n ."  ( 87 )

And th e r e  th e  m a tte r  r e s te d .  D a m e l l  became p r iv a t e  t u t o r  to  P r in c e

D o r ia ’s son , A lfonso  and l a t e r  w orked as a p r i e s t  in  N orthum berland ,

He r e tu m e d  to  th e  O ra to ry  to  c o l l e c t  h is  p ap ers  and b e lo n g in g s  on

Ja n u a ry  I 6 b u t made no a t te m p t to  subm it when h is  s ix  months e x i l e  was

NeifVman te n d e d  to  e x a g g e ra te  th e  e x t e n t  o f th e  s c a n d a l  a lth o u g h

i t  w as n a t u r a l  a s  F a th e r  S u p e r io r  t h a t  he sh o u ld  have done so , "The

s c a n d a l he has b rough t upon u s ,"  he s a id ,  " i s  . . .  enorm ous"^^^^ and

"the m isc h ie f  he has done among our own p e o p le  i s  vast",^^*^^ He summed

i t  a l l  up as fo llo w s  ;

"My g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t,  a f t e r  t h a t  o f a c l e a r  
c o n sc ie n c e , i s  th e  v e r d ic t  o f  my f r ie n d s  in  
t h i s  m a tte r  -  and th e y  go one way. I  r e a l l y

87 , J .H .N , -  D a m e l l ,  J a n u a ry  13 , 1 862,
88, Newman gave D a m e ll  h is  p e rm is s io n  on J a n u a ry  18 , 1862, " , , ,  

th e r e  is  no re a so n  a g a i n s t  you fo rm ing  an engagem ent w ith  P r in c e  
D o r ia " ,

89 , Many lu d ic ro u s  rumours w ere sp read  a b ro a d , e ,g ,  th e  p r o te s t a n t s
o f  th e  neighbourhood b e l ie v e d  D a m e l l  had gone o f f  w ith  M iss F ren ch ,

90 , J .H .N , -  B e l l a s i s ,  Jan u a ry  5 , 1862,
91 , J .H .N , -  P o l le n ,  J a n u a ry  5 , 1862,
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can n o t s e e  t h a t  I  have been wrong in  any one 
s te p  I  have ta k e n  -  and I  have a l l  a long  e x p re sse d  
to  N ich o la s  by my a c ts  th e  t r u e  a f f e c t io n  w hich I  
have f o r  him. He i s  ham pered, i t  seems to  me, by 
a s e n se  o f  honour to  th e  u n d e rm a ste rs  and t h i s  
com bination  i s  a s t ro n g e r  f e e l in g  w ith  him th a n  
th e  su b m iss io n  to  h is  C o n g reg a tio n  . . .  " (9 2 )

T here  i s  no doubt t h a t  Newman a c te d  w ith  i n t e g r i t y  and h o n es ty  b u t

so d id  D a m e l l ,  So d id  Mrs, W ootten , th e  p ro m o te rs , th e  te a c h in g

s t a f f  and th e  O ra to ry  f a th e r s ,

D a r n e l l 's  a tte m p t to  e s t a b l i s h  a p u b l ic  schoo l w hich  was

in d ep en d en t o f  th e  O ra to ry  and s u b o rd in a te  to  h is  j u r i s d i c t i o n

th e r e f o r e  f a i l e d .  In d eed , as a r e s u l t  o f th e  c o n tro v e rsy  th e  O ra to ry 's

r o le  became suprem e, Hope S c o t t  su g g es ted  t h a t  i t s  power sh o u ld  be

so v e re ig n :

" I f  th e  O ra to ry  i s  to  le n d  i t s  name and in c u r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  m ust be 
suprem e; and so f a r  as  in d iv id u a l  O ra to r ia n s  
ta k e  p a r t  in  i t s  management th e y  must do so 
w ith  th e  c o n s ta n t  sen se  t h a t  th e y  a r e  m ere ly  
o f f i c e r s  o f th e  body", (93 )

But i f  S c o tt  had b ro a d c a s t  t h i s  l i n e  in  th e  e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  th e  sc h o o l 

would n e v e r have b een opened becaus e th e  p rom oters  w ould have w ith 

h e ld  t h e i r  p a tro n a g e .

A cton w atched th e  c o n f ro n ta t io n  from  a d is ta n c e  y e t  id e n t i f i e d  

th e  p r i n c i p a l  is s u e s  w hich  w ere  a t  s ta k e  much more c l e a r l y  th a n  m ost. 

He saw t h a t  th e  q u e s tio n  o f Mrs, W o o tten 's  " s u ic id e "  was i r r e l e v a n t  

and supposed  q u i te  r i g h t l y  t h a t  t h i s  was an argum ent f i r s t l y  ab o u t 

th e  O r a to r y 's  connexion w ith  th e  s c h o o l and se c o n d ly , a b o u t th e  n a tu re  

o f th e  sc h o o l i t s e l f .

92, J .H .N , -  P o l le n ,  Ja n u a ry  1 0 , 1862, W, Ward d e s c r ib e d  i t  as
" , , ,  a t r i a l  w hich b ro u g h t o u t a l l  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  and fo rc e  
in. a c t io n  w hich Newman cou ld  show on o c c a s io n s" , V o l.l , p ,4 5 6 ,

93. Hope S c o t t  -  J .H .N ,, Jan u a ry  4 , 1862,
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"By th e  new b u ild in g  . . .  th e  sch o o l has 
become a r e g u l a r  appendage, a lm o s t a p a r t  
o f a r e l i g i o u s  house -  and t h a t  f o r  good; 
and o f  c o u rse  a t  th e  same tim e  th e  s e c u la r  
c h a r a c te r  o f th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  i s  d im in ish e d , 
and th e  P r o te s ta n t  p u b lic  s ch o o l e lem ent so 
f a r  as i t  c o n s i s t s  in  dam e's houses and th e  
absen ce  o f  s u r v e i l la n c e  n e c e s s a r i ly  lo s e s  
g round . The sc h o o l i s  r i v e t t e d  to  th e  sp o t 
f o r  e v e r  and s ta n d s  o r  f a l l s  w ith  th e  
O ra to ry , One shou ld  suppose t h a t  th e  
ten d en cy  o f a l l  t h i s  i s  to  c o n c i l i a t e  th o s e  
whom th e  P r o te s ta n t  a s s o c ia t io n s  o ffen d ed  
and i t  may be connected  w ith  a change w hich 
I  th in k  has ta k e n  p la c e  o f l a t e  in  Newman's 
view s on e d u c a tio n

I t  i s  n o t c l e a r  w hat A rnold  meant by Newman's change o f v iew s, b u t 

i t  co u ld  be t h a t  A rno ld  fa n c ie d  t h a t  Newman was i n t e r p r e t i n g  educa

t i o n  more n arro w ly  th a n  he had done in  I r e la n d ,  as Roman C a th o lic  

r a t h e r  th a n  C a th o l ic ,

A cton ag teed  t h a t  Newman should  assum e th e  h ead sh ip  o f th e  

s c h o o l, b u t he v/as r e s o lu t e ly  opposed to  th e  way in  w hich th e  schoo l 

was t i e d  to  th e  O ra to ry , " I t  shou ld  l e a r n  to  s ta n d  on i t s  own m e r i t s ,"  

he s a id ,  " to  r e s i s t  th e  s to rm  which w i l l  a s s a i l  i t  when th e  aw ful 

c h ie f  i s  gone ,"^^^^

E a r ly  in  J a n u a ry , D a rn e ll  v i s i t e d  A cton and th e  l a t t e r ' s  accoun t 

o f  vfhat t r a n s p i r e d  a f fo rd s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  com parison  w ith  Newman's 

v e r s io n ,

" , , .  D a m e l l  i s  h e re ,  and th e  c o m p lic a tio n  has 
in c re a se d  s in c e  you saw him. He has re s o lv e d  to  
be away f o r  a tim e , h is  p re se n c e  a t  th e  O ra to ry  
b e in g  a s tu m b lin g  b lock  to  th e  s c h o o l now t h a t

94 , A cton -  R, Sim pson, Jan u ary  5> 1862,



he i s  no lo n g e r  m a ste r  -  b u t he w i l l  n e v e r be 
a b le  to  rem a in  in  th e  O ra to ry  a g a in , I  th in k ,  
u n le s s  he re c o v e rs  h i s  h ea d m a s te rsh ip ,

"He w ro te  y e s te rd a y  d e f i n i t i v e l y  to  Nev/man in  
s p i t e  o f my u rg e n t adv ice  to  do n o th in g  t h a t  
w i l l  be i r r e v o c a b le ,  and r e fu s e d  to  l e t  me 
in v o lv e  m yself in  th e  u s u a l  f a t e  o f  m ed d le rs , 
w hich s eemed to  me th e  l a s t  f o r lo r n  c a rd , now 
t h a t  H o p e-S co tt has been d e lu d ed , Newman's 
s tro n g  f e e l in g  a g a in s t  Oxenham i s  a g r e a te r  
o b s ta c le  to  any arrangem ent th a n  h is  s tro n g  
p ro c e e d in g s  a g a in s t  D a rn e ll ,  He means to  go 
on w ith  A rnold  and M a rsh a ll,  th e  o th e r  M a rsh a ll 
and Rougemont hav ing  su b m itte d . The c a s e  o f th e  
l a t t e r  a f fo rd s  a s i n i s t e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to  
Oxenham, who s ees in  h is  in iq u i r y  th e  r e s u l t  o f 
th e  sem inary  system . Moody goes to  O sco tt , , ,

" , , ,  I  have encouraged ( D a m e l l )  to  \ i r i te  m erely  
a s h o r t  p r iv a t e  l e t t e r  to  a f  ew p a re n ts  who know 
him b e s t  -  such a s  c a n  b e  shown. T his he has 
composed w ith  g r e a t  s k i l l  and judgem ent -  
n e i t h e r  j u s t i f y i n g  h im s e lf ,  n o r  g iv in g  up h is  
p o in t ,  n e i t h e r  a c c u s in g  Newman n o r  p a t ro n is in g  
h is  s u c c e s s o rs ,  n o r  d iv u lg in g  s e c r e t s  -  q u i te  
s h o r t  and m a tte r  o f f a c t ,  Oxenham has w r i t t e n  
to  Newman a l e t t e r  w hich i s  a m a s te rp ie c e  o f 
tem per f o r  an in d ig n a n t and angry  man , , ,  I  
s e e  no hope u n le s s  D a m e ll  some day comes back -  
a consummation which depends hencefo rw ard  on th e  
wisdom o f A m o ld . I f  D a rn e l l  had ta k e n  any 
re v e n g e , o r  made p u b l ic  p r o t e s t  o r  o p p o s it io n  -  
t h a t  would b e  im p o ss ib le  f o r  e v e r .  He cannot 
s ta n d  by h im s e lf ,  and Newman m ust f a i l  w ith o u t 
h im ."  (9 5 )

L a te r  A cton re c o rd e d  t h a t  D a m e ll  and Oxenham w ere " d is p u t in g " ,

and th e n

" D a m e l l  i s  gone, Oxenham goes tom orrow , 
h av in g  e x h a u s te d  th e  to p ic s  o f  p o s s ib le  d i s 
c u s s io n  w ith  me, and k e p t me up t i l l  2-g in  
th e  m orning f o r  a f o r t n i g h t , "  ($6)

95. A cton  -  Sim pson, J a n u a ry  1 3 , 1862,
96, A cton -  Sim pson, J a n u a ry  21 , 1 862 -  "O ra to ry  Schoo l M agazine",

1960- 1 ,
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D if fe re n c e s  between D a rn e ll  and Oxenham became in c re a s in g ly  a c u te

and rum ours became more and more so u r:

* . . .  I  w ro te  y e s te rd a y  to  D a rn e l l  w arn ing  him 
o f th e  d a n g e rs  o f an o p p o s it io n  schem e, I  have 
n e v e r  d i s t i n c t l y  known how much in f lu e n c e  Oxenham 
has  had w ith  him . There has been some co o ln ess  
betw een them o f l a t e ;  P eo p le  have conv inced  
D a rn e ll  t h a t  Newman w i l l  n o t t a k e  him in to  th e  
House a g a in  . . .  But th e  p o s i t i o n  is  g e t t in g  more 
and more co m p lica ted . B e l la s  i s  i s  c i r c u l a t i n g  
th e  l e t t e r s  o f  Newman and D a rn e ll  and th e  e f f e c t  
w ith o u t e x p la n a tio n ,  i s  o f c o u rse  u n fa v o u ra b le ,
B e l l a s i s  accom panies them w ith  ly in g  comments 
o f  h i s  own. T h is  is  an u n f a i r  and a g g re s s iv e  
m easure and c o n s id e r in g  th e  generous fo rb e a ra n c e  
and r e s e r v e  o f  D a rn e ll  no b e t t e r  th a n  infam ous.
I  co u ld  n o t now a d v is e  th e  o th e r s  n o t to  p u t 
f o r th  a d e fe n c e , bu t I  have begged D a rn e ll  to  do 
n o th in g ,  w hich . . .  shou ld  p re v e n t h is  
( re c o v e r in g )  . . .  *' (9 ? )

T here was o b v io u s ly  a sm a ll b u t im p o rtan t g roup  in  fa v o u r o f

p re s s in g  D a r n e l l ’ s r e tu r n  upon Newman: D r. W e th e re ll  o f  O sc o tt was

one and F ra n c is  Ward was a n o th e r ,  and th e r e f o r e  Newmanwas w rong

when he cla im ed  t h a t  a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  su p p o rte d  him . M oreover,

i t  i s  obvious from  A cton’ s acc o u n t t h a t  D a rn e ll  a c te d  w ith  much

g r e a t e r  r e s t r a i n t  and te m p eran ce  th a n  Newman gave him c r e d i t  f o r  and

t h a t  Oxenham was much more dangerous to  Nevman th a n  Moody. Sim pson’ s

a c c o u n t , a l t h o u g h  s p r in k le d  w ith  d is c r e p a n c ie s  ds l ik e w is e

re v e a l in g  b ecau se  i t  shows t h a t  had Newman n o t a c c e p te d  Moody’s

r e s ig n a t io n  so q u ic k ly , D a rn e ll  m ight c o n c e iv a b ly  have su b m itte d .

97. A cton -  R. Sim pson, March 6 , 1862.
98. ” I t  would be a g r e a t  th in g  i f  Newman would be induced to  do 

w hat W e th e re ll s u g g e s ts .  F ra n c is  Ward i s  th in k in g  th e  same 
th in g ” -  A cton -  R. Sim pson, March 18 , 1862,

99. See Appendix ’ I ’ ,
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I t  was u n fo r tu n a te  t h a t  D a rn e ll  sh o u ld  have been  lu n c h in g  w ith  th e  

Moody fam ily  when Newman’ s n o te  a c c e p tin g  th e  l a t t e r ’ s r e s ig n a t io n  

a r r iv e d  because h e n c e fo r th  he f e l t  he owed i t  to  Moody to  le a v e  when 

he d id .

I t  i s  odd th a t  h av in g  r e c e n t ly  r e tu r n e d  from I r e la n d  com plain ing  

th a t  C u lle n  had o b s tru c te d  h is  p lan s  f o r  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  by n o t 

su p p o r tin g  him , Ne^vman sh o u ld  have checked D a rn e ll  in  much th e  same 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  v/ay. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  C u lle n  was m o tiv a te d  c h i e f ly  by 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  w hereas Newman w as n o t ,  b u t Newman’ s v ic to r y  

ov er D a rn e ll  was j u s t  as  p y r r h ic  as C u lle n ’s .  D a rn e ll  was gone, 

h is  en th u siasm  l o s t  to  th e  sch o o l and h is  p re se n c e  l o s t  to  th e  O ra to ry . 

As A cton s a id ,  i t  w as a tra g e d y .

When he w e n t to  D ub lin  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i ty ,  

Newman ad o p ted  a b o ld ,  i d e a l i s t i c  approach  and l a i d  h is  p la n s  open ly  

f o r  a l l  th e  w orld  to  s e e , b u t when he e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  O ra to ry  S choo l 

he was c a u t io u s  and s e c r e t i v e ,  r e lu c ta n t  to  r e v e a l  h is  hand and 

g iv e n  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  to  exped iency . T here is  no doubt t h a t  

th e  ty p e  o f p u b lic  sch o o l en v isag e d  by D a r n e l l ,  Sim eon, A cton and 

S c o tt-M u rray  w as c lo s e r  in  k in d  to  w hich th e  C la ren d o n  Commission 

en v isag e d  th a n  Newman’s ,  b u t w hereas th e y  w e re  i d y l l i c  -  th e y  

en v isag e d  a show piece s c h o o l, a s h in in g  exam ple o f  e n t e r p r i s e ,  

s c h o la r s h ip ,  c u l tu r e  and l i b e r a l i t y  -  Newman saw i t  f o r  what i t  w as: 

a r i s k y  e n t e r p r i s e ,  b e s e t  w ith  a h o s t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

th e  k ind  o f w hich w ere common to  m ost f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  sc h o o ls .
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I t  would have been  b e t t e r  had Nevman ta k e n  D a rn e ll  in to  h is  

c o n fid e n c e  f a r  more th a n  he d id  -  he te n d ed  to  ta k e  h is  lo y a l ty  f o r  

g ra n te d  -  and b e t t e r  had he d e f in e d  th e  O ra to ry 's  r o le  more c l e a r ly .

I t  was a l l  v e ry  T /e ll d e c la r in g  th a t  i t  was h is  p r a c t i c e  to  d e le g a te  

h is  a u th o r i ty  to  th o s e  he t r u s t e d ,  b u t he c a r r ie d  t h i s  to  i l l o g i c a l  

le n g th s .  F a th e r  N ic h o la s  was a good f r i e n d ,  a sound s c h o la r  and a 

w ell-m ean in g  t e a c h e r .  However, he w as an i n e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is t r a to r  

and c o n se q u e n tly  s ta n d a rd s  began to  d e c l in e ,  b u t b ecau se  he had n o t 

been  a c t iv e  in  th e  s c h o o l 's  a f f a i r s ,  Newman had no e f f e c t iv e  means o f 

a r r e s t i n g  t h i s  d e c l in e .

The sc h o o l o b v io u s ly  belonged to  Newman in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  he 

was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t  j u s t  as C u llen  was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  

U n iv e rs i ty  o f I r e la n d ,  b u t a t  th e  same tim e  D a rn e ll  had as much 

r ig h t  to  c la im  th a t  i t  was h i s  du ty  to  s u p e rv is e  s t a f f  and make 

p o l ic y  d e c i s i o n s ,  a s  Nev/man had when he w as r e c t o r  in  I r e la n d .

Mrs. ’/fo o tte n  had u n d o u b ted ly  worked In rd  on b e h a lf  o f th e  s c h o o l ,  bu t 

i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  she w ould have been  a f fo rd e d  th e  d eg ree  o f 

independence w hich she c la im ed  in  o th e r  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , and , 

th e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  d o u b tfu l w hether Newman was j u s t i f i e d  in  s u p p o r tin g  

h e r .

D a r n e l l 's  em o tio n a l o u tb u r s ts  marked a tu rn in g  p o in t  in  th e  

c o n f r o n ta t io n  b ecau se  th e y  tended to  j u s t i f y  Nev/man's c r i t i c i s m  o f 

him. F u rth e rm o re , h is  e x tra v a g a n t s ta te m e n ts  and d ra m a tic  g e s tu r e s  

o b scu red  th e  b a s ic  e d u c a tio n a l  p r in c i p l e s  f o r  which he was cam paigning. 

He had a s t r o n g  case  and co u ld  have d r iv e n  Newman in to  an ev en  more 

d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t io n  had he k e p t h is  h ead .
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Once he had begun to  p ic k  up th e  p ie c e s ,  Newman's co n fid e n ce

in  th e  sch o o l r e tu rn e d ; ”V/e a re  go ing  on w e l l  . . .  when th in g s  go by-

system , th e y  w i l l  go e a s i e r ” , a n d  by th e  end o f th e  y e a r  he was

ju b i l a n t .  He d e sc r ib e d  i t  as ”a y e a r  o f  g r e a t  t r i a l  and a n x ie ty ” ,

a y e a r  o f "u n u su a l d i f f i c u l t i e s ” and com plained  th a t  " th e  e n d le ssn e s s

o f th e  t a s k  to  me ( a t  my age) is  a s e r io u s  t r i a l ” . Newman ended

h is  m essage to  th e  s t a f f  th u s :

" I  c o n g r a tu la te  th e  m a s te rs  and tu t o r s  on t h e i r  
m a n ife s t su c c e ss  in  a t ta c h in g  th e  boys to  them, in  
s e t t i n g  t h e i r  minds in  th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t io n ,  in  
te a c h in g  them w hat d i s c i p l in e  i s ,  in  making them 
o b e d ie n t and in  advancing them in  t h e i r  s tu d ie s .

”I  am d eep ly  g r a te f u l  f o r  th e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  so 
in d isp e n sa b le  to  ou r w e lfa re ,  o f th e  m atrons, 
f o r  th e  unw earied  v ig i la n c e  w ith  which th e y  have 
w atched o v e r th e  b o d ily  and m oral h e a l th  o f th e  
boys, have made th e  s c h o o l a seco n d  home to  them, 
and have h i t h e r t o ,  th ro u g h  G cd 's P ro v id en ce , 
sh ie ld e d  them fro m  th e  i l l n e s s e s  which we h e a r  o f 
round a b o u t u s .

"M oreover, I  c o n g r a tu la te  you one and a l l  on th e  
peace  and harm ony, t h a t  r a r e  and g r e a t  g i f t ,  w hich 
p r e v a i l s  among you. And I  e a r n e s t ly  p ray  t h a t  a l l  
th e s e  fa v o u rs  may be co n tin u e d  . . . "  (1 01 )

100, J .H .N , -  S . B e l la s  i s , F eb ru a ry  1 6 , 1862.
101. J .H .N , -  S ta f f  o f th e  S ch o o l, C h ris tm a s , 1862,
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HIS WORE AS HEADMASTER OF THE ORATORY SCHOOL

In  1 861 when he became headm aster o f th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l, Newman 

(1 )was s ix ty  y e a rs  o ld .^  H aving seem ing ly  f a i l e d  as r e c t o r  o f th e  

C a th o lic  U n iv e rs i ty  o f I r e la n d ,  he was "u n d er a c lo u d " , r e j e c t e d ,  m is

t r u s te d  and fe a re d  by many o f h is  C a th o lic  co n te m p o ra rie s . Some
( 2 )

th o u g h t h i s  mind was f a i l i n g ,  '  '  o th e rs  b e l ie v e d  he was d y ing  from  a

h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  w h i ls t  he com plained o f  f a t i g u e :

" I  am overw orked, w ith  v a r io u s  k inds o f  m en ta l 
la b o u r  -  and th e s e  p u l l  me down . . .  " ( 3 )

He f e l t  f r u s t r a t e d  r a th e r  th a n  d is a p p o in te d  and c o n s ta n t ly  s t r e s s e d

h is  " g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and a n x i e t i e s " . H e  s h ie d  a t  th e

p h y s ic a l  e f f o r t  in v o lv ed :

"The e n d le ssn e ss  o f th e  ta s k  a t  my age  is  a 
s e r io u s  t r i a l .  I t  i s  as i f  I  had n o th in g  to  
look  fo rw ard  to  in  t h i s  l i f e , "  ( 5 )

and c o n fid e d  in  B e lla s  i s :  " th ey  ask to o  much when th e y  w ish  me to

tu r n  h ead m aste r" . C r is e s  w ere  in e v i ta b l e :

"one knows t h a t  t r i a l s  and t r o u b l e s  a r e  in  th e  
n a tu re  o f th in g s  and w i l l  come in  t h e i r  se a so n  
however f a i r  th in g s  look" ( 7 )

b u t w as i t  w orth  th e  e f f o r t ?

1 . W. Ward s ta t e d  q u ite  w rongly  t h a t  "he was n e v e r  a c t iv e  head 
m a ste r  . . .  " -  'L i f e  o f J .H .N . ' ,  V0I . I , p.A 57.

2. The Moody fam ily  th o u g h t so .
3 . J .H .N , -  D r, C h arle s  x îu s se ll .  May 27 , 1862,
4 . J .H .N , -  M other M, M. H a lla h a n , Jan u a ry  o r  F e b ru a ry , 1 862,
3 . J .H .N , -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  F eb ru a ry  1 6 , 1 862,
6, J .H .N , -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r il  20, 1862.
7 . J .H .N , -  Duchess o f N o rfo lk , Jan u a ry  3 0 , 1862.



194.

" S t. C h r is to p h e r  to o k  up a l i t t l e  c h i ld  and 
he p ro v ed  to o  heavy f o r  him -  and th u s  we in  
o u r s im p l ic i ty ,  a llow ed  to  o u rs e lv e s  . . .  to  
p ro fe s s  to  t a k e  boys and a re  s e r i o u s l y  alarm ed 
a t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w hich we have b ro u g h t 
on o u r s e lv e s ."  (8 )

I n i t i a l l y ,  he w o rr ie d  l e s t  p a re n ts  w ithdrew  t h e i r  sons on
( 9 )

accoun t o f th e  r e c e n t  " c o n v u ls io n "  and wondered w hether o r  n o t

th e  boys w ould a c c e p t him . A c tu a l ly ,  he had no need to  w orry . I t

i s  t r u e  t h a t  te rm  began th r e e  days l a t e ,  b u t everyone was th e r e :

"we have met v fith o u t th e  lo s s  o f a s in g le  boy 
and v fith  th e  a d d i t io n  o f s e v e r a l . "  ( l  O)

Nor need he have been  anx ious a b o u t  h is  r e c e p t io n .  He took p ra y e rs

on th e  f i r s t  n ig h t  o f te rm  and w as e la te d  w ith  th e  resp o n se  o f  th e

boys :

" I t  was tr^'-ing to  do so f o r  I  was q u i te  
p re p a re d  . . .  to  f in d  n o t more th a n  a s p r in k l in g  
o f b o y s . «That was my s u r p r i s e  upon go ing  in to  
th e  room and f in d in g  i t  f u l l  s c a r c e ly  a boy 
w an tin g  and th o se  a b s e n t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  . . .  I  was 
most a s to n is h e d  f o r  I  shou ld  n o t  have expec ted  
i t  . . .  I  a f te rw a rd s  g a th e re d  from some boys and 
p a r e n ts  t h a t  i t  had b e e n  made a p o in t  among 
them , each  o f them to  r e t u r n  to  th e  day  which 
a t  t h a t  tim e  . . .  was u n u s u a l ,"  (1 1 )

Newman's m ora le  w as b o o sted  by t h i s  in c id e n t :

" though  th e  most p ro m isin g  appea ran ces  may 
f a i l  we c e r t a in ly  s t a r t  w ith  b e t t e r  hopes th a n  
we ev e r had" (1 2)

8, J ,H ,N , -  D r. C h a rle s  R u s s e l l ,  May 27, 1862.
9. J .H .N , -  U l la th o m e ,  Jan u a ry  31 , 1862.

10. J .H .N , -  P o l le n ,  Jan u ary  29, 1862.
11. J .H .N , -  an un d a ted  n o te .
12. J .H .N , -  S . B e l l a s i s ,  Ja n u a ry  29, 1862,
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and w ith in  a few  months he counted  D a r n e l l 's  d e p a r tu r e  " th e  g r e a t e s t

(1 3 )b le s s in g  th a t  cou ld  p o s s ib ly  b e ,"

D uring  th e  e a r l y  weeks o f t  erm, Newman's c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  boys

w ere l im i te d ;

" J e  have g r e a t  work to  g e t  u n d e rw a y . T here is  
e v e ry th in g  to  a r ra n g e  and w e a re  in  consequence 
throw n back in  g e t t in g  b e t t e r  a c q u a in te d  w ith  
th e  b o y s ."  ( I 4 )

He l e f t  most o f  th e  a c tu a l  t e a c h in g  to  Ambrose S t .  John , h is  p r e f e c t

o f  s tu d ie s  and h i s  fo u r  a s s i s t a n t s  : A rno ld , Pope, M arsh a ll and

Rougemont. He had g r e a t  f a i t h  in  S t .  John:

" F a th e r  S t .  John  i s  my v ic e  and I  know he
w i l l  make a good o n e ,"  (1 3 )

b u t u n f o r tu n a te ly  S t .  John  s u f fe re d  from  asthm a and Newman^ms com pelled

from  tim e  to  tim e to  b e a r  th e  burden  o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h im s e lf .

S t .  John  w as i l l  in  th e  summer o f 1862 and w as fo rc e d  to  a b s e n t

h im se lf  f o r  s e v e ra l  w eeks. F u rth e rm o re , he sometimes became d i s p i r i t e d

-  " S t, John s a d ly  w ants encouragem ent" -  how ever, on th e  whole he

l iv e d  up to  e x p e c ta t io n s  and rem ained  Newman's c h ie f  su p p o r t t i l l  h is

d e a th  in  1872 , ^^^^

What k in d  o f  a h eadm aster d id  Nev/man tu r n  o u t to  be? As a

u n iv e r s i t y  r e c t o r  he had em phasised th e  need to  e d u c a te  th e  w hole

man and th e r e f o r e  i t  was l o g i c a l  t h a t  he shou ld  have been  anx io u s  as

a h ead m aste r to  p ro v id e  n o t on ly  f o r  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  developm ent o f

13 . J ,H .N , -  M iss Holm es, May 23, 1 862,
14 . J ,H ,N . -  T. W, A l l i e s ,  F eb ru a ry  1 0 , 1862,
13 . J ,H .N . -  P o l le n ,  J a n u a ry  29, 1862,
16 , He was succeeded  by F r ,  Edward C asw ell,
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h i s  p u p i l s ,  h u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  and  m o ra l  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e i r  

c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e i r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  and  p a s t i m e s  and  t h e i r  

p h y s i c a l  w e l f a r e .

I t  was n o t  e a s y  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  t o  r a i s e  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s ,  

D a r n e l l  h ad  n o t  b e e n  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  a n  a tm o s p h e r e  

c o n d u c iv e  t o  s t u d y  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  b o y s w e r e  " b a c k w a rd  i n

( 1 7 )e v e r y t h i n g " .   ̂ '  A new c u r r i c u l u m  was n e e d e d  and  t h e  s y l l a b u s e s  h a d

t o  be  r e v i s e d ,  b u t  ab o v e  a l l  e l s e ,  t h e  b o y s  n e e d e d  s t r i c t e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .

Newman to o k  h i s  t i m e  r e m o d e l l i n g  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  an d  e v e n t u a l l y

p r o d u c e d  a  schem e o f  s t u d i e s  w h ic h ,  w h i l s t  b e i n g  a s  b i a s e d  to w a r d s

m a t h e m a t i c s ,  l a t i n  and  G re ek  as  D a r n e l l ' s , w a s  f a r  m ore l i b e r a l  i n  t h e

s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b oys  t o  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,

f r e n c h ,  German and E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  a g e .  T he f i r s t

fo rm  s t u d i e d  a l g e b r a ,  g e o m e t r y  and l a t i n ,  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y ,  s c r i p t u r e

and  F r e n c h  w h i l s t  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  p r a c t i s i n g  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  o f  r e a d i n g ,

w r i t i n g  and  s p e l l i n g .  T he seco n d  f o r m ,  w h ic h  d ro p p e d  t h e  b a s i c

e l e m e n t a r y  e x e r c i s e s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t u d y  t h e s e  s i x  s u b j e c t s  and a l s o

b e g a n  g e o g r a p h y ,  w h i l s t  t h e  t h i r d  fo rm  a d d e d  G reek  and  Germ an t o  t h e

l i s t .  T he f o u r t h  commenced l a t i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  and  t h e  f i f t h  b e g a n
V

e l e m e n t a r y  G re ek  p r o s e s .  I n  l a t i n  t h e  b o y s  b e g a n  w i t h  V i r g i l  and t h e n  

p r o g r e s s e d  t o  C i c e r o ,  L iv y  and H o r a c e ,  w h i l s t  i n  G re e k  t h e y  s t a r t e d  

w i t h  A e s o p ' s  f a b l e s  an d  moved on t o  H om er, X enophon , E u r i p i d e s ,  H ecu b a  

and A n a b a s i s .  I n  F r e n c h  t h e y  s t u d i e d  w r i t e r s  l i k e  M o l i e r e  and  L a m a r t i n e ,

17 . J .H .N . -  S t .  John, October 23, 1862.
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in  German G oethe and S c h i l l e r  and in  E n g lis h  C haucer, S h ak esp ea re , 

M ilto n , D ryden, Donne, Cowper, C o le r id g e , Jo rd sv /o rth , S h e l le y ,  De 

Q uincey, Thackeray  and D ickens.

These c u r r i c u la  and s y lla b u s e s  compared fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  most 

p u b lic  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a  o f th e  tim e . T h rin g , f o r  exam ple, w as a 

p ro g re s s iv e  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  -  he in tro d u c e d  a r t i s t i c  and a e s th e t i c  

s u b je c ts  -  b u t he s t i l l  r e l i e d  on th e  c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics l i k e  

Newman. By com parison  w ith  th o s e  c u r r ic u la  in  vogue in  C a th o lic  

s c h o o ls , Newman's was much more ad v en tu ro u s , e s p e c i a l l y  as he encouraged 

e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such  as drama and m usic.

I t  was obv ious t h a t  w iden ing  th e  cu rric u lu m  and e x te n d in g  th e  

s y l la b u s e s  d id  l i t t l e  to  r a i s e  academ ic s ta n d a rd s :  i t  m ere ly  ex tended  

th e  boys and w idened t h e i r  h o r iz o n s , b u t by exam in ing  h is  p u p ils  

r e g u la r ly ,  Newman su p e rv is e d  t h e i r  p ro g re s s  f a r  more s t r i c t l y  th a n  

D a rn e l l ,  and i t  w as t h i s  n e e d le  and th re a d  work w hich p roved  to  b e  

e f f ic a c io u s .  L ike  D r. N ich o las  o f E a l in g  S ch o o l, he le a n e d  h e a v i ly  

on o r a l  e x a m in a tio n s : on " r e p e t i t io n s "  and " c h a r a c te r s " .

" R e p e t i t io n s "  were h e ld  each  month. They w ere v iv a -v o c a s  

conducted  by Nevraian in  th e  p re se n c e  o f S t .  John and th e  b o y s ' t u t o r s .  

They w ere  c a l le d  " r e p e t i t io n s "  because Newman w as  exam ining  each  b o y 's  

a b i l i t y  to  r e p e a t  lo n g  p assag es  in  L a t in  and G reek. A f a n a t i c a l  

adv o ca te  o f  r o t e  le a rn in g  -  he co u ld  s t i l l  remember p assag es  w hich he

18. C a th o lic  sc h o o ls  d id  n o t b e g in  to  m odify t h e i r  c l a s s i c a l l y - c e n t r e d  
c u rr ic u lu m  u n t i l  th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  when 
th e y  began to  send s tu d e n t s  to  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and e n te r  
e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s .
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had le a r n e d  as a schoo lboy  -  Newman e x p e c te d  h i s  p u p i l s  to  compete 

w i th  him by r a t t l i n g  o f f  a hundred odd l i n e s  a t  an i n s t a n t ,  Newman 

was so tho rough  t h a t  i t  to o k  him t h r e e  days to  g e t  th ro u g h  th e  whole

(1 9 )schoo l and most boys found i t  "a  t r y i n g  o r d e a l " .  I t  was sa id

t h a t  th e  headm aster was "one of th e  most c o n s id e r a te  and sym pathe tic

(1 9 )o f  e x am in e rs"  b u t  one who " i n s i s t e d  on p e r f e c t  a cc u racy  and

r e a d in e s s  . . .  "

"even in  t h e  h ig h e r  forms he sometimes 
ex p ressed  h i s  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  p r a c t i c e  of 
l e a r n in g  by h e a r t  might w i th  ad v an tag e  be 
r e t a in e d  to  a much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  th a n  vas 
u s u a l ly  d o n e ."  ( 1 9 )

" C h a ra c te r s "  were exam in a t io n s  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  k in d .  Newman 

i n s i s t e d  on v / r i t t e n  examinations in  a l l  s u b j e c t s  a t  th e  end o f  eac h  

te rm , a f t e r  which each boy had a " c h a r a c t e r " .  These w ere  in te rv ie w s  

where Newman met boys i n d i v i d u a l l y  and p r i v a t e l y  and spoke to  them 

f r a n k ly  abou t t h e i r  academic and p e r s o n a l  d evelopment. I t  was in  

t h i s  k ind  o f  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  Newman w as  most e f f e c t i v e .  There  a re  v e ry  

few r e f e r e n c e s  to  th o se  o c c a s io n s  when he ad d re ssed  th e  boys en masse, 

b u t  many r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  t im es  when he met th e  boys s e p a r a t e l y  o r  

in  sm all  g ro u p s :  he d o u b t l e s s  f e l t  more a b l e  to  in f lu e n c e  them 

i n d i v i d u a l l y  because  th e  atmosphere was much more in t im a te .

No boy was moved up w i th o u t  p ro v in g  t h a t  he was read y  f o r  i t :  

t h i s  meant t h a t  he had to  s a t i s f y  Newman on p a p e r  by g a in in g  good 

marks in  h i s  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s , b u t  he a l s o  had to  p e rfo rm  w e l l

19 . T h is  was th e  te s t im o n y  o f  an o ld  boy, M, J ,  Sparrow. I t  appea red  
in  th e  ’C a th o l ic  T im es’ in  May, 189O.

20. See Appendix 'O ' .
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in  " r e p e t i t i o n s " ,  and convince  Newman when he had h i s  " c h a r a c t e r "

th a t  he was p e r s o n a l l y  d e s e rv in g  of p rom otion .

This  v/as n o t  t h e  only  f a c t o r  which le d  t o  an  improvement in

academic s t a n d a r d s .  As th e  s c h o o l  grew in  s i z e  -  Newman allow ed i t  to

develop  in to  an u p p e r  schoo l a s  D a rn e l l  had p lan n ed  -  so t h e  q u a l i t y

o f in t a k e  improved. H i l a i r e  B e l lo c ,  f o r  exam ple ,  was a p u p ü  d u r in g  

( 21 )th e  1880*s .  A ccording to  h i s  b io g ra p h e r  R obert Spe«ight, B e l lo c

was an o u ts ta n d in g  p u p i l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  l i t e r a r y  s u b j e c t s ,  and th r i v e d

(2 2 )on th e  rough i n t e l l e c t u a l  demands which th e  s t a f f  made on him.

But he was n o t  th e  on ly  pace s e t t e r .  James Hope and Somers Cook, h i s  

two f r i e n d s ,  w ere  a l s o  c l e v e r  -  th e  fo rm er e v e n t u a l l y  became depu ty  

S peaker  o f  th e  House o f  Commons and th e  l a t t e r  became one of th e  fo r e ig n  

o f f i c e ' s  c h ie f  a d v i s e r s .  Newman was c l e a r l y  to o  o ld  to  e x e r c i s e  much 

o f  an in f lu e n c e  on B e l lo c ,  Hope and Cook -  a c c o rd in g  to  B e l lo c  he was

( 2 3 )"a  p re s e n c e  r a t h e r  th a n  a power"^ * -  and had g iv e n  up h o ld in g  

" r e p e t i t i o n s "  and " c h a r a c t e r s "  b u t  had he n o t  i n s i s t e d  in  th e  I 8 6 0 ' s  

and 1870 ' s  on a h ig h  l e v e l  o f  s c h o l a s t i c  a t ta in m e n t  B e l lo c  and h i s  

f r i e n d s  might n o t  have been s t im u la t e d  in  q u i t e  th e  same way te n  y e a rs  

l a t e r .

y/hat k ind  o f  s c h o o l  te a c h e r  was Newman? He re c k o n e d  t h a t  he 

was a po o r  t e a c h e r :

21. From 1 880 u n t i l  1 887.
22. R obert Spûâght in  h i s  b io g rap h y  o f  B e l lo c  r e c o r d s  t h a t  th e  boys

ro s e  a t  6 . 3O a.m. each day and h ea rd  Mass a t  7 .0 .  At 9 .30
c l a s s e s  begqn, c o n t in u in g  u n t i l  1 .0  p.m. when d in n e r  was served , 
C la s s e s  recommenced a t  2 .3 0  and l a s t e d  u n t i l  9 .0  w ith  on ly  one 
h o u r  f o r  t  ea and r e c r e a t i o n .

23. They c a l l e d  him " o ld  Jack " .
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" I  have  i t  as l i t t l e  in  me to  he a good 
t e a c h e r  o r  Dean a s  to  he a good r i d e r  o r  
s u c c e s s f u l  chess  p la y e r "

h u t  t h i s  w as n o t  q u i t e  th e  c a se .  He n e v e r  d id  any c la ss ro o m  te a c h in g ,

f i r s t l y ,  b e c a u s e  he se ldom  had th e  tim e and se c o n d ly ,  b e c a u s e  he had

n e v e r  had any e x p e r ie n c e  o f  i t .  At Oxford in  th e  1820*S, he ta u g h t

boys in  sm a ll  g roups o r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and p r e f e r r e d  to  c o n t in u e  t h i s

p r a c t i c e  as h ead m as te r  o f  th e  O ra to ry  S choo l.  P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  he gave

p r i v a t e  t u i t i o n  and sometimes c a l l e d  boys to  h i s  room to  d i s c u s s  a

v a r i e t y  o f  academic t o p i c s .  He a l s o  p re p a re d  boys f o r  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y

e n t ra n c e  exam in a t io n s  and one boy r e c a l l e d  h i s  t e a c h i n g  th u s ;

"iThen I  was r e a d in g  f o r  th e  London U n iv e r s i t y  
in t e r m e d ia te  ex am in a t io n s  in  A r ts  a long  w i th  
a n o th e r ,  th e  F a th e r  took  us h im s e l f  in  C la s s i c s  
and E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e ,  and I  s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  
th o s e  l e c t u r e s  e s p e c i a l l y  in  L i t e r a t u r e .  He t o l d  
us he g r e a t l y  admired S i r  W a l te r  S c o t t ' s  n o v e ls  
and r e g r e t t e d  th e y  w e re ,  he b e l i e v e d ,  g e t t i n g  to  
be l e s s  r e a d  than  fo rm e r ly ;  he a l s o  e x p re s s e d  a 
g r e a t  l i k i n g  f o r  'R e je c te d  A d d re s se s '  as some 
o f  th e  c l e v e r e s t  p a ro d ie s  he had r e a d  and 
encouraged us to  read  good n o v e l s . "  ( 24 )

In  th e  I 8 6 0 ' s ,  Nerwman was t h e r e f o r e  t e a c h i n g  h i s  boys in  much th e

same way t h a t  he had t a u g h t  h i s  s i s t e r s  f o r t y  y e a rs  b e f o r e  -  h is

approach  was j u s t  as s u b j e c t i v e  and he p la c e d  e q u a l ly  a s  much emphasis

on th e  r e a d i n g  of "good" books.

24 . M. J ,  S p a r ro w 's  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Newman. An anonymous d i a r i s t  
w ro te  t h i s :  " a f t e r  d in n e r  I  went up to  s e e  Dr. Newman in  h i s
room and t a lk e d  to  him a b o u t h a l f  an hour on th e  changes in  th e  
meaning o f  w o rd s ."  He a l s o  re co rd ed  t h a t  a t  one s t a g e  he d id  
' l a t i n  c o m p o s i t io n '  w ith  Newman ' every  d a y ' .
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B esid es  t u t o r i n g  boys in  sm a ll  g ro u p s ,  Newman r e g u l a r l y  took  

th e  s ix th - f o r m  f o r  s c r i p t u r e .  Many of  h i s  l e c t u r e  n o te s  rem ain  

to g e th e r  w i th  some ta k e n  by th e  boys th em se lves  and i t  i s  f ro m  th e s e  

t h a t  one g e t s  a g lim pse  o f  h i s  t e a c h in g  te c h n iq u e s  and sem inal 

p row ess.  Every Sunday f o r  many y e a r s  he l e c t u r e d  in  S t .  P h i l i p ' s  

ch a p e l .  His e a r l y  l e c t u r e s  w e re  f a c t u a l  in  c o n te n t  and r e l a t i v e l y  

s h o r t  in  d u r a t io n  -  i t  took  him some tim e to  f e e l  h i s  way -  b u t  h i s  

l a t e r  l e c t u r e s  which c o n ta in ed  background m a te r i a l  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

comments were much more th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  and lo n g e r .  He based one 

o f  h i s  e a r l i e s t  l e c t u r e s  on th e  fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n ;  "Why d id  C h r i s t

( 25)only  ap p ea r  to  chosen  w itn e s s e s  and why n o t  to  th e  p u b l i c ? " '  '  A 

week l a t e r  he showed how C h r i s t i a n i t y  was p a r t  o f  a lo n g  cha in  of 

h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s ,  and on th e  fo l lo w in g  Sunday t r a c e d  th e  s e t t i n g  

where C h r i s t  l i v e d .  T h is  second l e c t u r e  i s  doubly s i g n i f i c a n t  because  

i t  shows on th e  one hand how Newman, an e x p e r t  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

e a r l y  Church, t r i e d  to  s e t  th e  s c r i p t u r e s  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  w i th in  th e  

c o n te x t  of t h e  a g e  in  which th e y  happened and on th e  o th e r ,  how keen  

he was on e x a c tn e s s  and p r e c i s i o n  -  he d e f in e d  h i s  te rm s  tim e and tim e  

a g a i n . H e  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  in  h i s  le s s o n s  to  th e  e a r l y  Church^ 

and amongst o th e r  themes t r a c e d  th e  f o u r  marks o f  th e  Church and 

u t i l i s e d  some of th e  most s a l i e n t  id e a s  c o n ta in e d  in  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

t r e a t i s e ;  "A grammar o f  a s s e n t" ,  He t a c k le d  th e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of

25 . See Appendix ' J ' .
26 . See Appendix 'K | ,
27 . See Appendix 'L ' .
28 . See Appendix 'M '.
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( 29 )of th e  Church and e x t o l l e d  th e  l i v e s  o f  th o s e  who w ere  "poo r  and

low ly" -  th e y  v/ e re  th e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  Church. Newman t o l d  h i s  hoys

t h a t  i t  was s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  C h r i s t  chose  to  h e  horn  and

"spend h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  in  p o v e r ty .  He a l s o  chose 
A p o s t le s  from among th e  low ly  and uneduca ted  
p e o p le .  S t .  P a u l  was an e x c e p t io n  . . .  The f i r s t  
o f  many e x c e p t io n s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  v in d i c a t e  th e  
C a t h o l i c i t y  o f  th e  Church sb ab le  to  in c lu d e  a l l  
c l a s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y . "

Nev/man's was a s c h o o l  f o r  th e  r i c h ,  b u t  he was re a d y  to  

r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  C a th o l ic  sch o o ls  and e s p e c i a l l y  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  

r e l i e d  upon " th e  z e a l  and s e l f  s a c r i f i c e  o f  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  th e  (p o o r)  

c h i ld r e n  who a t te n d  th e m ."  He a l s o  d e a l t  in  o th e r  l e c t u r e s  w i th  

C h r i s t i a n  U n ity ,  p r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  w he the r  o r  n o t  th e  Church o f  England 

could  c la im  to  b e  C a t h o l i c ,  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  Jews 

and th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  G e n t i l e s  and so on.

He t o l d  h i s  boys t h a t  in  h i s  o p in io n  i t  was f u t i l e  to  a rg u e  on

b e h a l f  o f  r e v e a le d  r e l i g i o n  w i th  men who had

" l o s t  t h e i r  h o ld  on th e  t r u t h  o f  N a tu ra l  R e l ig io n  
and s t r i p p e d  them selves  o f  a l l  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t y  to  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  Lawgiver and Judge 
e n th roned  in  t h e i r  co n sc ie n c e .  They w i l l  be . . .  
o u t  of sympathy w i th  th e  s u b j e c t  . . .  "

But on th e  o th e r  hand he d id  n o t  w a n t  h i s  boys to  assume t h a t  th e y

were e l e c t  s im ply  because  they  were C a t h o l i c s .  Using th e  p a r a b l e  of

th e  o l i v e  t r e e  which ceased  to  te a r  f r u i t  and was t h e r e f o r e  p ru n ed ,  he

p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  " i f  God h a th  n o t  sp a red  th e  n a t u r a l  b ra n c h e s  n e i t h e r

w i l l  he s p a re  th e e " .  A l l  r e l i g i o n s  in  Newman's v iew:

29. See Appendix 'N'.
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" i n  so f a r  as they  c o n ta in  elem ents  o f  t r u t h  
a r e  h o ly ,  and as  S t .  A ugustine  s a y s  t h e r e  is  
no such  t h i n g  as pu re  fa ls e h o o d  to  be  found 
in  th e  w o rld .  F a l s e  d o c t r i n e s  make t h e i r  way 
by t h e  t r u t h s  they  c o n ta in  though in  a c o r ru p t  
form. Mohammedanism te a c h e s  a h o ly  d o c t r i n e ,  
t h e  u n i t y  o f  God and in c u l c a t e s  h a b i t s  of 
p r a y e r .  Buddhism . . .  upho lds  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  
th e  s o u l  f ro m  th e  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s . "

In  a d d i t i o n ,  he w arned h i s  boys t h a t  they  would f i n d  bad C a th o l ic s

w i th i n  th e  Church and used  C h r i s t ' s  p a r a b l e  o f  th e  f i e l d  which p roduced

c o c k le  as  w e l l  as  wheat to  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  p o in t :

" I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  p o in t  to  th e  
e x t e r n a l  l i v e s  o f  C a th o l ic s  in  t h i s  co u n try  
as  marked b e t t e r  th a n  th o s e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s .
E very  man has  f r e e  w i l l .  I f  C a th o l ic s  misuse 
t h i s  g i f t  th e y  compromise th e  n o te  o f  h o l in e s s  
in  th e  eyes o f  th e  w o r ld . "

The Church w as

" l i k e  a n e t  c a s t  in to  th e  s e a  . . .  g a th e r in g  . . .  
a l l  k in d s  of f i s h e s ,  \7hich when i t  vas f i l l e d  
th e y  drew o u t ,  and s i t t i n g  by th e  shore  they  
chose  th e  good in t o  v e s s e l s ,  b u t  th e  bad th e y  
c a s t  f o r t h .  So s h a l l  i t  be a t  th e  end of th e  
w o r l d . "

Nevnnan d e s c r ib e d  t h e  B ib le  a s  "a  book ta k e n  up w i th  j u s t  two id e a s :  

h o l i n e s s  and s i n " ,  and compared i t  t o  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  Greece and 

Rome which spanned th e  whole range  o f  human a c t i v i t y .  He d e f in e d  

dogma and o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  to  contem porary  ev en ts  l i k e  th e  B u lg a r ia n  

a t r o c i t i e s  and th e  o p p o s i t io n  of th e  German b ish o p s  to  B ism arck 's  

a n t  i - c l e r i c a l i s m .

I t  i s  n o t  known e x a c t ly  how many l e c t u r e s  Newman gave, bu t in  

a l l  t h e r e  must have been  w e l l  over a  hundred . He a p p a re n t ly  gave th e  

f i r s t  i n  1 865 and co n t in u ed  r e g u l a r l y  t i l l  1877, b u t  e v e n  gave a t  l e a s t
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one in  1881 when he was e ig h ty  y e a rs  o ld .  His s ig h t  was th e n  f a i l i n g  

and h i s  w r i t i n g  s l a n t e d  a c ro s s  th e  page in  an alm ost i l l e g i b l e  hand.

These l e c t u r e s  r e v e a l  th e  same s u b je c t iv e  approach t h a t  he used  

in  t u t o r i n g  h i s  s i s t e r s  when he was a t  Oxford and in  a d d i t io n  th e y  

prove t h a t  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  t h e  d e s i r e  which he e x p re ssed  in  th e  

D isco u rse s  t h a t  s tu d e n t s  should  th in k  c r i t i c a l l y ,  he s e t  o u t  to  

make h i s  s ix th - f o r m  worry a b o u t  contemporary p rob lem s. T e c h n ic a l ly  

he was tho rough . The boys to o k  n o te s  w h i l s t  he spoke and th e n  w ro te  

e ssay s  based  on t h e  l e c t u r e  a f te r w a r d s .  Newman th e n  marked each  p ie c e  

o f  work. He marked e v e r y th in g ;  s p e l l i n g  e r r o r s ,  g ram m atica l  e r r o r s ,  

om issions  and so on, and commented from tim e to  tim e on th e  v iews 

which they  e x p re s s e d .  Such rem ark s  appeared  as " c a r e f u l l y  done . . .  " ,  

" f a i r  . . .  good . .  . r i g h t  . . .  an improvement . .  . r i g h t  b u t  y o u r  penman

sh ip  might be b e t t e r  . . .  too  s t r o n g  . . .  t h i s  i s  good b u t  somewhat 

w an ting  in  l o g i c a l  s u c c e s s io n  and d i s t i n c t i o n  of  p a r t s " .  "yYhen one 

boy w ro te ;  " In  f a c t  t h e  Jev/s a f t e r  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  o f  our S a v io u r  have 

n ev e r  p a r te d  from th e  law so, t h a t  th e  law has become to  them a s  i t  were 

a God o f  wood and s to n e ,  from  which th e y  c a n n o t  f ^ e e  th e m s e lv e s " ,

Nevraian rem arked " t h i s  i s  h a r s h " .  On a n o th e r  o cc a s io n  he w ro te  t h r e e  

pages of c o r r e c t i o n s  and r e g u l a r l y  s u b s t i t u t e d  q u o ta t io n s  w herever  

th e y  were a p p l i c a b l e .

I t  canno t be claim ed t h a t  Newman was an o u ts ta n d in g  t  e a c h e r  -  

he v/as o b v io u s ly  a b e t t e r  t u t o r  th a n  he was a t e a c h e r  -  b u t  he w as by 

no means as incom peten t as he su g g es ted .
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■Jhen D a m e l l  r e s ig n e d ,  t h e  schoo l was s p i r i t u a l l y  d ec a d e n t .

Indeed ,  t h e  Bishop of Shrewsbury claim ed t h a t  i t  v/as n o t  be ing  con

ducted  in  a C a th o l i c  s p i r i t  -  t h e  boys, he m a in ta in e d ,  could n o t  even 

r e c i t e  t h e i r  ca tech ism  -  and Newman was bound to  a g re e .  Newman soon 

p u t  m a t te r s  r i g h t .  He a l l o c a t e d  a c o n fe s s o r  to  each boy -  t h i s  was a 

fundam ental which D a m e l l  had always opposed -  and made them r e s p o n s ib l e  

f o r  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e i r  charges  observed  th e  u s u a l  C a th o l ic  r i t e s .  He 

a l s o  o rg a n ise d  r e t r e a t s .  F a t h e r  S u f f i e l d ,  f o r  example, gave one in  

1862 which l a s t e d  fo u r  days , and F a th e r  C o le r id g e  gave a n o th e r  of 

s i m i l a r  d u r a t i o n ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r .  At c e r t a i n  t im es  o f  th e  y e a r  -  

on g r e a t  f e a s t  days and h o ly  days -  he in v i t e d  th e  boys in to  th e  

O ra to ry  house o r  took  them f o r  t h e  day to  R ednal ,  t h e  o r d e r ' s  c o u n try  

r e t r e a t .  On one occasion  some o f  th e  s e n i o r  boys even sh a red  in  th e  

l a s t  r i t e s ,  v i s i t i n g  and p ra y in g  w ith  one of th e  O r a to r y 's  s e r v a n t s  

when he v/as dy ing  in  1 867. When he preached  to  t h e  boys ,  Newman had 

som ething l i k e  th e  s ame e f f e c t  t h a t  he had had from  th e  p u l p i t  o f  

S t .  M ary 's ,  O xford , in  th e  18 3 0 ' s .

"Dr. Newman re a d  as  I  s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  from 
S t .  M atthew 's  Gospel . . .  In  so v e ry  to u c h in g  a 
way he s a i d :  'Come to  me a l l  you who l a b o u r  and
a r e  burdened , and I  w i l l  r e f r e s h  you; ta k e  up
My yoke upon you and l e a r n  o f  Me, because  I  am 
meek and humble of h e a r t ,  and you s h a l l  f i n d  
r e s t  to  your s o u l s ,  f o r  My Yoke i s  sw eet and My 
burden  i s  l i g h t ' . "

However, he n e v e r  made any a t te m p t  to  f o r c e  h i s  boys to  adopt a

s p i r i t u a l  way o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  some became p r i e s t s  when th e y

grew up and some, l i k e  Edward B e l l a s i s ,  even jo in e d  h i s  own o r d e r ,  b u t

th e y  d id  so n a t u r a l l y  and in d e p e n d e n tly .
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I t  was f a s h io n a b le  in  th e  1860*S f o r  headm aste rs  t o  im i ta t e  

Dr. Arnold by i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  boys observed  th e  h ig h e s t  of m oral 

s t a n d a r d s .  Newman was as anxious as  th e y  to  en su re  t h a t  h i s  boys 

behaved w e l l ,  b u t  w hereas they  e n fo rced  th e s e  s t a n d a r d s .  Newman n e v e r  

d id .  He t r u s t e d  boys f a r  more th a n  h i s  average  V i c t o r i a n  c o u n te r p a r t  

and seldom  d i s c i p l i n e d  them in  a heavy handed f a s h io n .  F o r  exam ple, 

he a llow ed  h i s  b o y s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  age ,  one h o u r  p e r  week to  

w r i t e  l e t t e r s  home. He knew t h a t  many misused t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  because  

p a r e n t s  r e g u la r ly  complained a t  n o t  r e c e iv in g  any m a i l ,  b u t  he r e fu s e d  

p a r e n t a l  p le a s  to  s u p e rv is e  t h e i r  sons  and n e v e r  checked to  see 

w h e th e r  o r  no t th e y  had " fo r g o t te n "  to  c a t c h  th e  p o s t :  i t  was a q u e s t io n  

o f  co n sc ie n ce  and honour.

Newman v/as o b v io u s ly  unhappy about in t ro d u c in g  to o  many r u le s

and r e g u l a t i o n s .  M oreover, he doubted h i s  a b i l i t y  to  keep d i s c i p l i n e :

" I  am n o t  in  p r a c t i c e  a good d i s c i p l i n a r i a n . "  He c la im ed none th e

l e s s  t h a t  t h i s

" . . .  d id  n o t  h in d e r  ( h i s )  f e e l i n g  th e  NEED of 
s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  boys -  f o r  many a man 
approves what he canno t p r a c t i c e . "  (jO)

The boys knew t h a t  he "d id  n o t  approve of e n f o r c in g  a too  s t r i c t

d i s c i p l i n e "  and te n d ed  to  ta k e  advan tage o f  i t .  B e l lo c  c e r t a i n l y

d e s c r ib e d  th e  schoo l as a vfild p la c e :

" i t  was f e a r f u l l y  rough . . .  I  s u f f e r e d  h e a v i ly  
. . .  and t h e r e  was bad b u l l y i n g  . . .  " ( j 2 )

30 . J .H .N . -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1 858 .
31 . " I  shou ld  d e s i r e , "  he s a id ,  "such  h o n e s ty  and openness in  our 

conduct to  th e  boys, t h a t  th e y  would have no te m p ta t io n  to  
d i s t r u s t  u s . "

32 . R , irv L 16 B<l(oC .
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and y e t  th e  same was t r u e  of o th e r  s c h o o ls ,  even  o f  Rugby,

Newman n ev e r  fo rbade  c o rp o ra l  punishm ent though he n e v e r  used  

i t  h im s e l f ,  b u t  he was uneasy  about i t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  seemed to  him to  

d e s t ro y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d i g n i t y .  He o f t e n w r o t e  to  p a r e n t s  and 

t r i e d  to  j u s t i f y  "w hippings" . He w ro te  to  S i r  J u s t i n  S h e i l  on one 

o ccas io n  and e x p la in e d  t h a t  h i s  son had been g iven  a can ing  f o r  "an 

a c t  of r e b e l l i o n " .  He t r i e d  to  j u s t i f y  th e  punishment by a p p e a l in g  

to  S i r  J u s t i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  code o f  conduct b u t  w as c l e a r l y  w r i t i n g  ou t 

o f  l o y a l t y  to  th o s e  concerned r a t h e r  th a n  c o n v ib t io n .

Given th e  f a c t  t h a t  Newman was u n w i l l in g  to  a d m in is te r  c o r p o r a l  

pun ishm ent, how th e n  d id  he e s t a b l i s h  e t h i c a l  and m oral s ta n d a rd s ?

He d id  so in  two ways: f i r s t l y ,  by d e a l in g  s w i f t l y  w i th  in s ta n c e s  of 

i l l - d i s c i p l i n e  whenever th e y  o c c u r re d  in  a s u b t l e  y e t  e f f e c t i v e  

manner, and s eco n d ly ,  by p r e v e n t in g  in s ta n c e s  from a r i s i n g :  he argued 

t h a t  i f  he and h i s  s t a f f  t r e a t e d  th e  boys f a i r l y  and t r u t h f u l l y ,  th e y  

would r e c i p r o c a t e  and a mutual t r u s t  would b u i ld  up between them.

On one o ccas io n  th e  schoo l new spaper,  th e  " J e e k ly  Wasp", 

c a r r i e d  an a r t i c l e  " c u t t i n g  up th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  about th e  way th e  

a c to r s  had been  t r e a t e d  a f t e r  th e  p la y "  -  th e y  had a p p a r e n t ly  n o t  

been g iv e n  much to  e a t  -  b u t  in s te a d  o f  reb u k in g  th e  e d i t o r  f o r  h i s  

t a c t l e s s n e s s .  Nev/man c o u r te o u s ly  p o in te d  ou t t h a t  th e  l e t t e r  was 

" in  e r r o r "  because th e  p e rso n  who s ig n e d  i t  "an in d ig n a n t  a c to r "  was

( 34 )n o t  an a c t o r  a t  a l l  and th e  l e t t e r  was t h e r e f o r e  a f r a u d .  On

33. J .H .N . -  S i r  J .  S h e i l ,  A p r i l  20, 1 863 .
34. The d ia r y  of an anonymous schoolboy.
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a n o th e r  o cc a s io n  when some windows w ere  b roken ,  Newman d i r e c t e d  t h a t  

a l l  p o c k e t  money would be s topped  u n t i l  th e  c u l p r i t s  owned up and 

made ad eq u a te  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  which th e y  d id .  These a r e  two t r i v i a l  

examples o f  th e  way in  which Newman d e a l t  w i th  f a i l i n g s  on th e  p a r t  

o f  h i s  p u p i l s .  His methods were c e r t a i n l y  d i f f e r e n t  from A rn o ld 's  

b u t  j u s t  as e f f e c t i v e  and f a r  more humane.

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  hav ing  advoca ted  a l i b e r a l  e d u ca t io n  

a t  u n d e rg ra d u a te  l e v e l ,  Newman should  have s t r e s s e d  th e  im portance 

o f  c u l t u r a l  and e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a  a c t i v i t i e s .  Of a l l  th e  a r t s ,  he was 

e s p e c i a l l y  keen  on music and drama and lo n g  a f t e r  he had v i r t u a l l y  

r e t i r e d ,  he s t i l l  invo lved  h im s e l f  in  th e  b o y s '  m usica l a c t i v i t i e s  

and p la y s .

So f a r  as m usic v/as concerned he encouraged them to  w r i t e  t h e i r  

own s e t  p ie c e s  and songs and a r ra n g e d  f o r  them to  be p u b l i c k ly  

perfo rm ed . He o f t e n  took  p a r t  in  th e s e  p u b l i c  perfo rm ances .  In  

O ctober I 867, he p la y ed  second v i o l i n  to  R ichard  B e l l a s i s  w h i l s t  

a n o th e r  boy. Wild, p layed  c e l l o  and Synyer,  a t e n o r ,  s an g .  E v e n tu a l ly  

th e  q u a l i t y  of perform ance reached  such a h ig h  s ta n d a r d  t h a t  a f u l l  

o r c h e s t r a  was formed and they  perform ed Mozart o v e r t u r e s ,  Haydn 

m inuets  and Beethoven symphonies.

I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  a schoo l w i th  a c l a s s i c a l  b ia s  should

encourage c l a s s i c a l  drama. I t  was l i k e w is e  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  Newman's

en th u s iasm  f o r  l a t i n  sh o u ld  have invo lved  him in  th e  p ro d u c t io n s .

J .  P. Boland , who was a t  th e  school f o r  n in e  y e a rs  from 1881 to  1 89O,

made th e  fo l lo w in g  comments :

"The l a t i n  p la y  was a d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  
(Newman's) e d u c a t io n a l  system . He had n o t
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only  ta k e n  T erence and P la u t u s  and adap ted  
fo u r  o f  th e  p la y s  f o r  th e  O ra to ry  schoo l 
s t a g e ,  h u t  was h im se l f  f o r  many y e a r s  t h e  
t r a i n e r  of th e  a c t o r s  and th e  d i r e c t o r  of 
th e  p l a y s . "

There was "a l a r g e  and h ig h  c l a s s  a u d ie n c e " ,  fo rocam ple , in  1 872,

B esides  " f r i e n d s  o f  th e  p u p i l s " ,  th e  p r e s s  no ted  " i n v i t e d  g u e s ts  o f

a l l  c r e e d s ,  and among o th e r s  th e  Duke o f  N o rfo lk ,  V iscoun t C a s t l e r o s s e ,

( 35 )S i r  Adam and Lady B i t t l e s t o n e  and Canon S u l l i v a n " ,  The boys

"dem ons tra ted  to  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of th e  l a r g e  
au d ien ce  p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  long  d i s u s e  ( th e y  had n o t  
perform ed th e  Phormio f o r  some t im e)  had n e i t h e r  
ru s te d  t h e i r  w eapons n o r  e n fe e b le d  t h e i r  s k i l l , "

They w ere " l i k e  g i a n t s  r e f r e s h e d " .

However, t h e  boys th em se lv es  were by no means as c e r t a i n  of

t h e i r  im pact,

" /% at th e  au d ien ce  made o f  i t  a l l  we could  on ly  
gu ess ,  even though th e s e  p la y s  were so f u l l ,  as 
th e  s a y in g  goes ,  of q u o ta t io n s .  Y ears of 
ex p e r ie n c e  had ta u g h t  our s u p e r io r s  t h a t  th e  
f i n e r  p o in t s  of th e  p la y s  would be s u re ly  m issed .
C la q u e rs w ere t h e r e f o r e  p la n te d  a t  s t r a t e g i c  
p o in t s  amongst th e  au d ien ce  to  s t a r t  th e  
c la p p in g  a t  th e  r i g h t  t im e ."

Boland was a s s u re d  t h a t  i f  he

"gave s u f f i c i e n t  r o t u n d i ty  to  ( h i s )  famous 
quot homines t o t  s e n t e n t i a e  and d id  n o t  g ab b le  
th ro u g h  i t  a round o f  ap p lau se  could  b e  
g u a ran teed .  "

D uring B o la n d ’s sch o o ld ay s ,  Newmanwas u n a b le  to  p la y  as prom inent

a r o l e  as he had in  e a r l i e r  p r o d u c t io n s :

33. A p r e s s  c u t t i n g  from E. B e l l a s i s ’ s c ra p  book.
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" by 1 883 when I  had my f i r s t  p a r t  -  t h a t  of 
a f  emale s la v e  -  he could  only  a t t e n d  
o c c a s io n a l  r e h e a r s a l s " ,

and y e t  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  w henever Nevman was p r e s e n t ,  th e  " l a t i n  . . .

came a l i v e  . . .  (He) g o t  th e  r e a l  f e e l  o f  th e  language"  and threw

h im se lf  h e a r t  and so u l  in to  th e  c h a r a c te r .

Newman a l s o  encouraged d e b a t in g :  th e  s u b j e c t s  ran g in g  from 

" v o lu n ta ry  v e r s u s  compulsory e d u c a t io n "  and " a n c ie n t  and modem 

o r a t o r s "  to  " th e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  o r  t h e  steam en g in e :  which has con

f e r r e d  most b e n e f i t  on mankind?" and a llow ed h i s  boys c o n s id e ra b le  

scope f o r  i n i t i a t i v e  and s e l f  government. The s e n i o r  boys e l e c te d  

t h e i r  own sc h o o l  c a p ta in ;  a l th o u g h  he ap p o in ted  th e  p r e f e c t s ,  th e y  

r a n  th e  school l i b r a r y ,  f i n i n g  m a s te rs  as w e l l  as  boys f o r  overdue 

b o o k s , a n d  h e ld  t h e i r  own drama f e s t i v a l s .  The newspaper was an 

im p o rtan t  f e a t u r e  o f  sch o o l  l i f e .  I t  was w r i t t e n  e n t i r e l y  by th e  

boys and co n ta in ed  n o t  on ly  funny s t o r i e s ,  poems, a r t i c l e s  and th e  

u s u a l  b r i c - a - b r a c ,  b u t  a l s o  e d i t o r i a l s  c r i t i c i s i n g  Newman’ s a d m in is t r a 

t i o n .  I t  com plained, f o r  in s t a n c e ,  ab o u t th e  la c k  o f  equipm ent in  th e

36 . An anonymous d i a r i s t  who ac ted  under  Nev/man’s d i r e c t i o n  from 
1862 u n t i l  1867 made a s i m i l a r  p o in t :  " i n  r e p e a te d  r e h e a r s a l s  . . .  
th e  p la y  was a t  once an i n s t r u c t i o n  and an amusement",

37 . S e n io r s  were charged 2 /6  p e r  te rm  and ju n io r s  2 / - .
F in e s  were imposed as f o l lo w s :

Leav ing  door open 1d
T a lk in g  above a w h is p e r  I d
P u t t i n g  a book in  th e  w rong p la c e  I d  
Moving c h a i r s  1 d
S ta n d in g  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  f i r e  Id
S i t t i n g  round th e  f i r e  2d
E a t in g  in  th e  l i b r a r y
Taking books out of th e  l i b r a r y  I / -
Making a d i s tu rb a n c e  2d -  1 / -  a t  th e  l i b r a r i a n ’s

d i s c r e t i o n .
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gymnasium, th e  la c k  of p ro p e r  f a c i l i t i e s  in  th e  l a v a t o r i e s  -  t h e r e  v/as 

only  one w ash has in  and t h a t  was broken. On b o th  o cca s io n s  th e  head

m a s te r  a c te d  and met th e  b o y s ’ r e q u e s t s  f o r  improvements, b u t  when th e  

e d i t o r  com plained about com pulsory a t te n d a n c e  a t  church s e r v i c e s ;  n o t

only  shou ld  th e y  be v o lu n t a r y ,  they  shou ld  a l s o  be much s h o r t e r  -  he
(  ̂A ̂

ignored  t h e i r  demands.

L i f e  a t  th e  O ra to ry  School u n d e r  Nev/man was t h e r e f o r e  r e l a t i v e l y  

c u l tu r e d  and r e la x e d .  None th e  l e s s ,  a l th o u g h  he encouraged th e  boys 

to  engage in  th e  k ind  o f  c r e a t i v e  p u r s u i t s  which he had ta k e n  up when 

he was a boy a t  E a l in g ,  he n e v e r  v/anted them to  g e t  invo lved  in  

c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  u n le s s  th e y  w ere g en u in e ly  i n t e r e s t e d .  He was 

opposed, f o r  exam ple, to  th o s e  p a r e n t s  who fo rc e d  t h e i r  boys to  ta k e  

p iano  le s s o n s  even though th e y  showed l i t t l e  a b i l i t y  in  t h i s  medium.

He q u es tio n ed  Hope S c o t t  about h i s  s o n ’ s p iano  l e s s o n s  and p o in te d  

o u t  t h a t  th e  boy w as n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  to  p r a c t i c e .  As an 

a l t e r n a t i v e ,  Newman suggested  e lo c u t io n  l e s s o n s ,  b u t  Hope S c o t t  

i n s i s t e d  on th e  p iano  and c o n seq u en t ly  h i s  s o n ’s l e s s o n s  c o n t in u e d .

I t  i s  a w e l l  known f  a c t  t h a t  Newman n ev e r  r e v e a le d  any a b i l i t y  

as a sportsm an  and y e t  he encouraged p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e  as much as 

music o r  l a t i n  o r  m a them atic s .  " I t  i s  a lm ost as good a t h i n g , "  he 

s a i d ,  " to  be a good p l a y e r  as a good c l a s s i c  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e .

38 . The Weekly Wasp, which i s  k e p t  a t  t h e  O ra to ry ,  v/as v e r y  w e ll  
w r i t t e n  (E. B e l l a s i s  v/as t h e  e d i t o r ) .  I t  d e a l t  w ith  th e  
P a r l i a m e n ta ry  e l e c t i o n  f o r  E a s t  W o rc e s te r sh i re  o f  June 1868, th e  
b o a t  r a c e ,  t h e a t r e  p ro d u c t io n s ,  and so on -  a n y th in g  which was 
t o p i c a l .

39. J .H .N . -  Duchess o f  N o rfo lk ,  March, 1862.
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C onseq u en tly ,  he p ro v id ed  th e  s c h o o l  w i th  a r a c k e t s  c o u r t ,  a te n n is  

c o u r t  and e x t e n s iv e  p la y in g  f i e l d s  a t  R av en h u rs t ,  some two m ile s  from 

th e  sc h o o l  in  H arhorne. He made a p o in t  o f  a t t e n d in g  th e  annual 

c r i c k e t  match w ith  O sc o t t  and in v i te d  s p e c i a l  g u e s ts  f o r  th e  o ccas io n .  

In  h i s  d i a r y  f o r  June 9 , 1862, he n o ted  t h a t  " th e  sch o o l l o s t  . . .  ( h u t )  

i t  seems we have improved a good d e a l" .  The c r i c k e t  XI e v e n tu a l ly  

became good enough to  ta k e  on a W arw ickshire  County XI, due c h i e f l y  

to  th e  e x p e r t  coaching  of an o ld  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  engaged by Newman to  

coach a t h l e t i c s  as w e l l  as c r i c k e t .  He a l s o  a r ranged  r i d i n g  le s s o n s  

f o r  th o s e  who wanted them w ith  th e  C o lo n e l  of th e  l o c a l  Dragoons.

In  th e  D is c o u r s e s , Newman s t a t e d  t h a t  e d u c a to r s  should  be g e n t l e ,  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  and approachab le  and as headm aste r  o f  th e  O ra to ry  

School he a p p l ie d  t h i s  n o t io n  to  th e  l e t t e r .  Old boys remembered him 

as "k ind  and t e n d e r " ,  one who made them " c o m fo r ta b le "  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

each and e v e ry  com plain t th e y  made -  n o th in g  was " too  t r i v i a l  to  be 

a t te n d e d  to " .  ^

40. They c o s t  1 / -  p e r  l e s s o n  and abou t a dozen boys to o k  advantage 
of them.

41. The ’Weekly R e g i s t e r ’ , O c tober  6, 1890. J .  P . Boland r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  when he and fo u r  of h i s  f r i e n d s  w ere due to  l e a v e ,  th e y  
were c a l l e d  to  t a k e  t h e i r  le a v e  o f  Newman : "Yfe l i n e d  up in  th e
c o r r id o r  o u t s id e  th e  C a r d i n a l ’ s room and F a th e r  W illiam  N e v i l l e  
( t h e  headm aste r)  took  u s ,  one by one, in to  h i s  room . . .  I t  was 
a coup le  o f  days b e fo re  t h e  ’b reak  u p ’ which was t o  mark th e  
end of my schoo l l i f e .  B efo re  he gave us h i s  b l e s s i n g ,  th e

‘ C a rd in a l  handed me a l e a th e r -b o u n d  copy o f  h i s  famous. ’Dream 
of C e ro n t iu s  ’ in  which he had w r i t t e n  in  h i s  f a i l i n g  hand
w r i t i n g :  *From J.H .N . 189 0 ’ , and on ly  a few days l a t e r  in  
August 1890 he d i e d . "
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I t  was n o t  o n ly  th e  hoys, however, who found Nev/man h e l p f u l  and

c o n s id e r a te :  p a r e n t s  d id  so to o .  Indeed ,  he was most anx ious to

develop  th e  sch o o l in  accordance w i th  th e  w ishes  o f  p a r e n t s  and

in v o lv ed  them in  t h e i r  so n s '  p ro g re s s  as f u l l y  as  he p o s s i b ly  c o u ld ,

" P a re n ts  have a w i l l  o f  t h e i r  own, and as we shou ld  
be o b l ig e d  to  fo l lo w  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n ,  d id  th e y  
propose  Woolwich f o r  t h e i r  sons o r  th e  London 
U n iv e r s i t y ,  o r  th e  C a th o l i c  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I r e l a n d ,  
o r  Louvain , so we shou ld  do ou r  b e s t  to  p r e p a re
any you ths  f o r  Oxford and Cambridge d id  th e y
w ish i t  . . .  " ( 42 )

He co rresponded  w i th  p a r e n t s  r e g u l a r l y  and r e a d i ly  l i s t e n e d  to  t h e i r  

c r i t i c i s m s .  He prom ised  S i r  J u s t i n  S h e i l ,  f o r  exam ple , " to  s to p  th e  

bad p r a c t i c e  of smoking"^^^^ about which he had com plained and 

prom ised to  a r ra n g e  f o r  swimming l e s s o n s  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  P a r e n ts

in  Newman's o p in ion  had ev e ry  r i g h t  t o  know e x a c t ly  how t h e i r  o f f 

s p r in g s  were do ing : "one d e f ic ie n c y  has  been t h a t  we have n o t  l e t

( 4 4 )p a r e n t s  know enough how t h e i r  sons were going  on" -  b u t  some had 

problem  c h i ld r e n .  T, W. A l l i e s  was one. A l l i e s  asked  Newman f o r  a 

r e p o r t  on h i s  son , b u t  a l th o u g h  he " l i k e d  what l i t t l e  (h e  had) s een  

of  h i m " ^ ^ ^ \  Newman cou ld  say  v i r t u a l l y  n o th in g  in  h i s  f a v o u r  academ i

c a l l y .  M athem atics was th e  only  s u b je c t  in  which C y r i l  showed any 

p ro g re s s  and c o n se q u e n t ly  he proposed  " to  push him in  t h a t  l i n e  and . . .  

p u t  b e f o r e  him Woolwich". T h is  i s  r e v e a l in g  f i r s t l y ,  b e c a u se  i t

shows t h a t  Newman was re a d y  to  ad v o ca te  a u t i l i t a r i a n  end in  o rd e r  

to  g iv e  th e  boy in c e n t iv e ,  and s e c o n d ly ,  because  i t  p ro v e s  t h a t  he

42 . J .H .N . -  E. S. P o u lk e s ,  March, 1862.
43 . J .H .N , -  S i r  J .  S h e i l ,  Jan u a ry  21 , 1862.
44. J.H .N , -  A l l i e s ,  Jan u a ry  26, 1862.
45. J .H .N . -  A l l i e s ,  F eb ru a ry  10 , 1862.
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r e fu s e d  to  a l low  h i s  l i k i n g  f o r  A l l i e s  and h i s  fa m i ly  to  c o lo u r  h i s  

judgement. T. W. A l l i e s  had been a l e c t u r e r  und er  Newman in  I r e l a n d  

and as one of th e  o r i g i n a l  p rom oters  of th e  schoo l and s e c r e t a r y  o f  

th e  C a th o l ic  po o r  s c h o o ls '  com m ittee, he was one o f  th e  most p rom inen t 

l a y  e d u c a to rs  in  th e  coun try .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  C y r i l ,  however, t h i s  

made no d i f f e r e n c e  and h i s  f a i l i n g s  were f r e q u e n t ly  r e p o r te d  to  h i s  

p a r e n t s  :

" I  r e a l l y  do n o t  know what to  s a y  to  you about C y r i l ,
At th e  b e g in n in g  of te rm  he spoke f a i r  and behaved 
v e ry  w e l l  . . .  And now a t  th e  end o f  i t  he has shown 
some s e r io u s n e s s  and d e s i r e  to  do h i s  du ty  b u t  he 
has  n o t  p le a se d  me d u r in g  th e  te rm . A l l  boys a re  
wayward . . .  N e l ig io u s  p r i n c i p l e  o r  du ty  does no t 
commonly a c t  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  enough in  boys to  be 
th e  p rox im ate  m otive o f  a c t i o n ,  and I  cannot f in d  
th e  means o f  a c t i n g  upon him, f o r  he does n o t  sup p ly  
th e  m a t te r .  As I  t o l d  you, I  hoped to  s t i m u l a t e  him 
to  work f o r  some o b je c t ,  as a Woolwich exam ina tion  
e t c . , and I  wished to  ta k e  him and a few o th e rs  in  
a r i t h m e t i c ,  I  d id  form a sm a l l  c l a s s ,  bu t I  was 
s im ply o b l ig e d  on some e x c u s e  to  drop him ou t of 
i t ,  f o r  he could do l i t t l e  o r  n o th in g  . . .  He has 
been  l e t  o f f  Greek, I  b e l i e v e  from th e  f i r s t .  I  
hoped he would have done m athem atics  in s te a d  of 
i t ,  b u t  how can he do a lg e b r a  u n le s s  he can work 
f i g u r e s  c o r r e c t ly ?  I t  i s  t h i s  w an t o f  grounding  
in  th e  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  ed u ca tio n  which makes i t  
so d i f f i c u l t  to  do an y th in g  f o r  him.

" I t  is  n o t  w onderfu l in  consequence h i s  h e a r t  i s  
n o t  in  h i s  work and h i s  in f lu e n c e  in  sch o o l  i s  n o t  
good.

" I  do n o t  s e e  t h a t  he is  g a in in g  an y th in g  from u s ,  
y e t  I  do n o t  know how to  a d v i s e  you.

" I t  i s  h a rd  to  sen d  you and Mrs. A l l i e s  such  an 
E a s t e r  l e t t e r .  Be a s su re d  t h a t  I  send you and h e r  
th e  t r u e  g r e e t in g s  o f  th e  s ac re d  season w i th  a l l  
my h e a r t  and t h a t  C y r i l  w i th  h i s  s chool f e l lo w s  is  
ever  in  my p r a y e r s . "  (4b)

46 . J.H.N, -  A llie s , April I 5 , 1862.
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As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  A l l i e s  d id  n o t  r e t u r n  w i th  th e  o th e r  boys

when th e  nev/ terra opened, b u t  Newman w r o te  i n v i t i n g  him back and as

a r e s u l t  th e  b la c k  sheep r e tu r n e d .  B ut, a l a s ,  t h e r e  was no improvement.

In  h i s  summer r e p o r t  Newman c r i t i c i s e d  th e  boy s t i l l  f u r t h e r :

" I  w ish  he used  in f lu e n c e  f o r  good . . .  ( b u t )  I  
have no co n f id e n ce  he w i l l . "  ( 47 )

T h is  was th e  l a s t  s t raw  and A l l i e s  w ithdrew  C y r i l ' s  name from th e

sch o o l r e g i s t e r .

T h is  ep iso d e  shows t h a t  Newman saw no p o in t  in  c o e rc in g  a boy:

"We s h a l l  a t te m p t  no k ind  o f  com pulsion w i th  h im ".^^^ )  He had to  

make p ro g re s s  o f  h i s  own v o l i t i o n ,  a ided  and a b e t te d  by h i s  p a r e n t s .

I t  could  be argued t h a t  a t a s t e  of th e  cane would have e f f e c t e d  a 

cu re  -  c e r t a i n l y  Newman's k i n d l i n e s s  f a i l e d  to  make an im p res s io n  -  

b u t  t h i s  i s  u n c e r t a in .  Many headm asters  would have e x p e l le d  A l l i e s ,  

b u t  Ne'wman n e v e r  d id ,  no r  d id  he su g g es t  to  Mr. A l l i e s  t h a t  he should  

w ithdraw  h i s  son; he p r e f e r r e d  t o  invo lve  C y r i l ' s  p a r e n t s  in  t h e i r  

b o y 's  p red icam en t and le a v e  t h e  d e c i s io n  to  them.

Newman was e q u a l ly  s o l i c i t o u s  tow ards  o th e r  p a r e n t s .  He o f t e n  

w ro te  to  B e l l a s i s  about h i s  two sons and r e p l i e d  to  th e  s tead y  flow  

of l e t t e r s  he r e c e iv e d  from anxious mothers l i k e  Mrs. Ward who w o r r ie d  

about h e r  boys ' h e a l t h .  O c c a s io n a l ly ,  p a r e n t s  were c r i t i c a l .  Mr,

A. de C o ly a r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  q u e s t io n e d  c e r t a i n  item s in  h is  s o n 's  

a c c o u n t ,  whereupon Newman r e p l i e d  in  h i s  u su a l  f r i e n d l y  way, t a k in g

46 . J .H .N , -  A l l i e s ,  A p r i l  13 , 1862.
47. J .H .N , -  A l l i e s ,  J u ly  26, 1862.
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each o f  t h e  q u e r ie s  in  t u r n  and j u s t i f y i n g  them item  by item .

At th e  end o f  e ac h  term , Nev/man w ro te  to  p a r e n t s  and r e p o r te d

on t h e i r  s o n s ’ p ro g re s s .  By th e  summer o f  1862, t h e r e  were se v e n ty

boys in  th e  sch o o l  and th e s e  r e p o r t s  t h e r e f o r e  invo lved  a g r e a t  d e a l

o f  work: "a huge w e igh t of n e c e s s a ry  l a b o u r " . T h e  fo l lo w in g  a r e

t y p i c a l  r e p o r t s .  F i r s t l y ,  a r e p o r t  to  th e  Duchess of N o rfo lk :

" I  suppose Henry has a l re a d y  shown you h i s  p r i z e s .
And th e y  show what he can do. He sa id  W ordsworth’s 
'Happy W a r r i o r ' ,  r i g h t  o f f  v e ry  f l u e n t l y .  Another 
boy d id  a l s o .  They b o th  go t a p r i z e .  No o th e r  boy 
came n e a r  them. His o th e r  p r i z e  was f o r  w r i t i n g  out 
p assages  o f  Shakespeare  on d i c t a t i o n .  There was no 
one came n e a r  him, b u t  what made a doubt f o r  a moment, 
was h i s  s p e l l i n g  'Thou ' s e v e ra l  t im es  'Thow' and 
a n o th e r  f a l s e  s p e l l i n g .

" I  hope T/e s h a l l  r a i s e  him to  e x e r t  h im s e l f  in  o th e r  
t h i n g s ,  and th e s e  p r i z e s  may encourage him. He has 
f i t s  of n e g l ig e n c e ,  when e v e r y th in g  goes wrong and 
th e n  we are  p e rp le x e d  w i th  th e  number of im p o s i t io n s  
which f a l l  on him from e v e ry  q u a r t e r  -  and we have to  
r e l e a s e  him from th e  w e ig h t  of them, as  b e s t  we may. 
There a re  boys who do him harm by encou rag ing  him to  
make game of th e s e  m a g i s t e r i a l  c o r r e c t i o n s  -  and he 
has sometimes come up f o r  th e  im p o s i t io n s  as  i f  i t  
were good fun .  (P ray  d o n ' t  h i n t  t h i s  to  h im ).

"He w i l l  become more manly in  a l i t t l e  t im e . I  th in k  
on th e  whole he i s  b e t t e r  in  g e t t i n g  up -  b u t  h e re  too  
he has f i t s  o f  daw dling. I n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h i s ,  he is  
ex ac t  and m e th o d ica l  in  h i s  h a b i t s  -  and i t  is  amusing 
to  s e e  hoY/V/ell he keeps h i s  books and c lo th e s .  He 
has  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do in  a r i t h m e t i c  and grammar. As 
to  o u r s e lv e s  th e  only  f e a r  i s  t h a t ,  from ex tre m e  
a n x ie ty  about him, we shou ld  meddle w i th  him too much 
and make too  much o f  l i t t l e  th in g s  . . .  " ( 50 )

The second example was s e n t  to  B e l la s  i s :

48 . See Appendix ' P ' .
49. J .H .N . -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  17 , 1862.
50 . J .H .N . -  Duchess o f  N o rfo lk ,  A p r i l  1 6 , 1862.
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"You v / i l l  l i k e  to  h e a r  abou t your  boys, R ic h a rd , 
as he has d o u b t le s s  t o l d  you, has a p r i z e  f o r  good 
conduc t ,  and though as i t  i s  n o t  s e t t l e d ,  d o n ' t  
t e l l  him, I  suppose he w i l l  be moved in to  th e  f i f t h  
form. Some tim e  ago, you know, he was c o n s id e re d  
w an ting  in  d i l ig e n c e .  There  i s  a g r e a t  change now, 
and I  hope he w i l l  g e t  on w e l l .

"Edward i s  v e ry  much of a boy -  and i s  n o t  so 
s te a d y  as he w i l l  be. However, I  am g la d  to  t e l l  

, you t h a t  he r e c e iv e d  hono u rab le  m entions f o r
e x c e l le n c e  in  geography and h i s t o r y  . . .  " (49)

A t h i r d  l e t t e r  went to  Mr. de C o ly a r ;

" I  do n o t  l i k e  Henry to  go to  you w ith o u t  some words 
from me, more e s p e c i a l l y  so ,  because  th e y  w i l l  be 
p l e a s a n t  words. He i s  c e r t a i n l y  im proving -  in  
Greek he has made a s t a r t ,  and v/hen he has l e a r n e d  
to  have more c o n f id e n ce  in  h im s e l f  th a n  he has  a t  
p r e s e n t ,  he w i l l  improve in  a l l  h i s  s t u d i e s .  I  
need s c a r c e l y  say t h a t  h i s  conduct i s  q u i t e  
u n e x c e p t io n a b le  . . .  " ( 3I )

S i r  J u s t i n  S h e i l  a l s o  r e c e iv e d  a fav o u ra b le  r e p o r t :

"You w i l l  l i k e  to  have a l i n e  from me about y o u r  
son now t h a t  term is  come to  an end. As to  th e  
r i d i n g ,  I  had g r e a t  d o u b ts ,  b e fo re  I  w ro te  to  you 
of  th e  c l a s s  t h a t  was fo rm ing, t h a t  he was too
young f o r  i t ,  -  and on r e c e i p t  o f  your l e t t e r ,  I
p u t  th e  id e a  a s id e .  He has so much exhuberance of 
s p i r i t s  t h a t  I  th o u g h t  such  an e x e r c i s e  m ight 
a f f o r d  an o u t l e t  f o r  them, and t h a t  p u t  me upon 
w r i t i n g  to  you. He i s  a p ro m is in g  boy and improves 
in  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  has to  be  s a i d  in  h i s  
d isp a rag em en t .  One of o u r  F a t h e r s ,  who examined 
him a t  th e  end o f  th e  te rm , th o u g h t  him th e  b e s t  in  
h i s  c l a s s .  But he shows a l i t t l e  in s u b o r d in a t io n ,  
and g e t s  in to  a good many s c ra p e s  -  b u t  th e n  he 
g e ts  o u t  o f  them a g a in  and we l i k e  him so much t h a t
we do n o t  ca re  f o r  th e  t r o u b le  he g iv e s  us . . .  I  t r u s t
and b e l ie v e  t h e r e  has been  no smoking . . .  b u t  you 
must n o t  e x p e c t  y e t  any g r e a t  c o n s is te n c y  in  h im ."  ( 52 )

49. J .H .N . -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  17 , 1862.
51 . J .H .N . -  A. de C o ly a r ,  A p r i l  18 , 1862.
52 . J .H .N. -  S i r  J .  S h e i l ,  A p r i l  18 , 1862.
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However, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s a g a  d id  n o t  end l i k e  th e  A l l i e s  a f f a i r .  

S h e i l  was j u s t  as backward academ ica lly  a s  C y r i l  A l l i e s  had been , b u t

on th e  o th e r  hand, m o ra l ly  he went from s t r e n g t h  to  s t r e n g t h  and

th e r e f o r e  t h e r e  was n e v e r  any q u e s t io n  o f  condemning him o r  w r i t i n g  

him o f f .

"We a r e  c e r t a i n l y  w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  Edward. He has 
become much: more r e g u l a r  th a n  he was in  h i s  s c h o o l
d u t i e s .  I f  I  u n d ers tan d  a r i g h t ,  he has  m issed  Mass
n o t  above tw ice  in  th e  t e i m ;  which i s  a lm os t too  
w onderfu l f o r  me to  c r e d i t .  And I  am a b l e  to  g iv e
my own te s t im o n y  to  th e  in c r e a s e  in  h i s  d i l i g e n c e
in  h i s  l e s s o n s .  S t i l l ,  p o o r  boy, h i s  p e rfo rm ances  
do n o t  come up to  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  He has  in ten d ed  
g r e a t e r  r e g u l a r i t y  th a n  he has a c t u a l l y  succeeded  
in .  And I  am s o r r y  to  say ,  he has g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  
in  g e t t i n g  h i s  ca te c h ism  by h e a r t  -  and he answers
i t  ( a t )  random w ith o u t  t h i n k i n g . "  ( 5 3 )

Ne.vman was o b v io u s ly  w i l l i n g  to  go to  g r e a t  l e n g th s  to  s a t i s f y  

p a r e n t s .  Once a p a r e n t  asked f o r  h e r  son  to  b e  moved because  he

could  n o t  g e t  on w i th  h i s  t e a c h e r  and Newman a g re e d ;  h a r d ly  th e  kind

of g e s tu r e  one would a s s o c i a t e  w ith  head m aste rs  l i k e  T h r in g  of 

Uppingham o r  R idding of W inches te r .

On a n o th e r  o ccas io n  when a p a r e n t  asked i f  h e r  son cou ld  s tu d y  

F rench  and German, he agreed p ro v id e d  th e  sch o o l  was n o t  p u t  o u t  and 

l e f t  i t  to  A rnold and Pope to  make th e  n e c e s s a ry  a r ran g em en ts .

53. 1862 was th e  l a s t  o cca s io n  Newman w ro te  th e  r e p o r t s  u n a id ed .
From t h a t  d a te  onwards, S t ,  John p ro v id ed  th e  d e t a i l s ,  w ith  
Nev/man m ere ly  adding b r i e f  comments.

54. The boy in  q u e s t io n  was N o r fo lk .  However, even a f t e r  he had 
been moved, he s t i l l  f a i l e d  to  im prove, " p u t t i n g  h im s e l f  . . .  
a g a i n s t "  l a t i n  and Greek. N orfo lk  was f a i r l y  b r i g h t  b u t  
l a z y  -  Newman w as f o r  e v e r  com pla in ing  about h i s  want of 
b r i s k n e s s  and p u n c t u a l i t y  -  and he l e f t  in  1 864 a f t e r  
spending  t h r e e  y e a rs  a t  th e  s chool.
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I t  should  n o t  be assumed, however, t h a t  Newman was a p a r e n t a l  

pawn. He n ev e r  acc ep ted  boys in d i s c r im i n a t e l y  and took  only  th o se  

whose p a r e n t s  were acq u a in ta n ces  of h i s  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s .  Indeed , when

he began to  r e c e i v e  a p p l i c a t io n s  from p a re n t s  who w ere  s t r a n g e r s ,  he

(55 )made e x te n s iv e  e n q u i r i e s  about t h e i r  background and l i n e a g e .  Nor

would he ag ree  v /i th  th o se  p a r e n t s  who a sk ed  f o r  p r i v a t e  t u i t i o n .  When

Mr, de C o lya r ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  a s k e d  him to  f i n d  a t u t o r  f o r  h i s  so n ,

Newman re fu se d  on th e  fo l lo w in g  grounds:

" . . .  I  a s s u re  you I  ta k e  a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in  
your son and wish much to  push  him on. But h e ,  
as o th e r  boys cannot be fo rc e d  l i k e  a p l a n t  -  
and we must hope t h a t  he w i l l  f lov /er  and b ear  
f r u i t  in  h i s  s eason  . , ,

"V/hen a boy i s  v e ry  backward and needs to  be
pushed on, a p r i v a t e  t u t o r  may be s e r v i c e a b l e  -
b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  yo u r  s o n 's  c a s e .  He i s  making
p ro g re s s  and w i l l  make more -  He i s  up to  h is
form, and w i l l  move on w i th  h i s  form -  He w i l l

55 . "A la d y  w r i t e s  to  me a b o u t  sending  a boy h e re  -  Miss o r  Mrs,
C o rn e l ia  Freeman . . .  i /he ther  h e r  son o r  b r o t h e r  o r  nephew e t c .  
she does n o t  say  . . .  " -  J .H .N , -  A l l i e s ,  F eb ru a ry  10, 1862. 
B e l l a s i s  had in troduced  a Mrs. F a rq u h erso n  and Newman a s k e d ;  
" S h a l l  I  have a l e t t e r  . . .  Wliat s c h o o l  has th e  boy h i t h e r t o  
been a t .  Can you vouch f o r  h i s  c h a r a c te r ? "  -  J .H .N . -  
S. B e l l a s i s ,  F eb ru a ry  10 , 1862. Nev/man w a s  in t e r e s t e d  in  h i s  
b oys ' o r ig i n s  because  he w anted to  ensu re  t h a t  th e  sc h o o l  was 
p o p u la te d  by boys v/ho would f i t  in to  th e  e thos p e c u l i a r  to  
t h i s  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  and seco n d ly ,  so t h a t  he could  more 
e a s i l y  un d ers tan d  th e  in d iv id u a l  boy and he lp  him over v /hatever 
h u rd le s  he might f a c e .  He v/as a l s o  w o rr ie d  about th e  number of 
f o r e ig n  boys a p p ly in g  to  t h e  s c h o o l .  L i n g u i s t i c  problems 
made te a c h in g  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  e x c e p t  f o r  a few l e t t e r s  t o  
B e l l a s i s  and o th e rs  a s k in g  f o r  a d v ic e ,  he d id  l i t t l e  to  
p re v e n t  t h i s  em b arrass in g  i n f l u x  from grow ing.
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l e a r n  more th o ro u g h ly  and s t e a d i l y  when he 
1 earns  w i th  o th e r s ,  th a n  when he has to  l e a r n  
by h im s e l f  as would be th e  case  w i th  a p r i v a t e  
t u t o r ,  A p r i v a t e  t u t o r  would be s im ply  in  th e  
way. I f  he was w i th  him in  s c h o o l  hours th e  
m as te rs  would complain -  i f  in  p la y t im e  Henry 
would complain -  There i s  no tim e  in  which he
cou ld  be wedged in .  So I  th in k  i t  b e s t  to  l e t  
th in g s  ta k e  t h e i r  co u rs e ,  and to  be p a t i e n t .
He has improved -  we a r e  w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  
him -  and you may be su re  I  w i l l  keep my eye 
on him and inform you when a n y th in g  has to  be 
s a id  about him. ** ( 56 )

What o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h i s  s t a f f ?  He d e le g a te d  h i s  r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t i e s  as f a r  as  was p o s s i b l e ;

"ray r u l e  has e v e r  been to  g iv e  a generous
l i b e r t y  to  th o se  I  p u t  i n  t r u s t  w ith  my w o rk ,"  (57)

b u t  t h i s  was n o t  always s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  worked w e l l  w i th  th o se  who

l i k e  A rnold and Pope w ere h ig h ly  com petent and e f f i c i e n t  -  "Arnold

i s  th row ing  h im se lf  in to  h i s  work f u r io u s ly " ^ ^ ^ ^ -  and Pope "q u ic k ly

( 5 9 )g o t  a ho ld  on th e  boys o f  h i s  own house"  and prom ised "exceed ing  

( 59 )w e l l " , '  b u t  w i th  o th e r s  who were l e s s  e f f i c i e n t ,  i t  worked b ad ly .  

M arsh a l l  was a " d isa p p o in tm e n t" .  He was a " r e l i g i o u s  man"^^^^ and 

Newman no ted  t h a t  th e y  might tn v e  done w orse by g e t t i n g  "a man who 

had no d e v o t io n  in  him". However, he was n o t  up to  t h e  mark and 

" c o u l d n ' t  do h i s  w ork".^^^^  I f  on ly  Pope "cou ld  ta k e  M a r s h a l l ' s

( 60 )p la c e  as w e l l  as h i s  ov/n".

56 . J .H .N . -  A. de C o ly a r ,  Septem ber 27, 1862.
57 . J .H .N . -  H. ' J i l b e r f o r c e ,  Jan u a ry  26, 1 862.
58 . J .H .N. -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  J a n u a ry  26, 1862.
59. j .H .N . -  Hope S c o t t ,  F eb ru a ry  2 , 1862.
60 . J .H .N . -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  20, 1 862.



221.

In  view o f  th e  l a t t e r ' s  incom petence, i t  i s  odd t h a t  Nev/man 

shou ld  have t r i e d  to  g e t  r i d  o f  him by s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  he go to  

D u b lin .  Newman su g g es ted  to  Dr. Woodlock, who was r e c t o r  o f  th e  

C a t h o l i c  U n iv e r s i t y ,  t h a t  he might become h i s  d e p u ty .  M arsh a ll  had 

"a  number of v e ry  good p o in t s  . . .  he makes h im se l f  l i k e d  w ith  h i s

( 61 )e q u a l s ,  i s  a good s in g e r ,  and i s  read y  a t  games . . .  " '  * b u t  th e s e

w ere  h a rd ly  th e  k in d  of q u a l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a v ic e - R e c to r  and- 

n a t u r a l l y  Woodlock was unim pressed .

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  he had approached Woodlock, Newman informed

M a rs h a l l  t h a t  h i s  s e r v ic e s  w ere  no lo n g e r  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  Arnold and

Pope in te rc e d e d  on t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e 's  b e h a l f ,  and a g a i n s t  h i s  b e t t e r

judgm ent, Newman r e v e r s e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  However, he i n s i s t e d  t h a t

M a rs h a l l  r e s ig n  as a t u t o r ,  and become a day  t e a c h e r .  Newman made

him p r o f e s s o r  o f  music so t h a t  h i s  s a l a r y  would n o t  be a f f e c t e d ,  b u t

he s t i l l  had r e s e r v a t i o n s :

" . . .  he is  n o t  a s a f e  man, he i s  a p t  to  grum ble, 
i s  a random t a l k e r ,  and th e s e  two d e f e c t s  pu t 
t o g e th e r  le a d  him somewhat to  c a b a l  a g a i n s t  h i s  
p r i n c i p a l s . "  ( 62 )

H ap p ily ,  however, Newman's w o rs t  f e a r s  w ere  n e v e r  r e a l i s e d  and

M a rsh a l l  s e rv e d  th e  schoo l w e l l  f o r  th e  r e s t  of h i s  d ays .

Rougemont was i n f i n i t e l y  more u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Not on ly  was h is  

t e a c h in g  incom peten t,  som ething t h a t  M a r s h a l l ' s  n ev e r  was, b u t  he 

became in c r e a s in g ly  h o s t i l e :

61. J .H .N. -  Dr. Woodlock, March 28, 1862.
62 . J .H .N , -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  20, 1862.
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"As to  th e  Ahhe, he has been  c e r t a i n l y  b la c k  
f o r  th e  l a s t  te n  days -  I  don’ t  know q u i t e  
why excep t t h a t  I  should  i n t e r p r e t  on our s id e  
h i s  ’ c e r t a i n  choses qu i d é c o n c e r te n t  mon 
e x p e r i e n c e ’ . He w i l l  n o t  throw  h im s e lf  in t o  
ou r v iew s and measures . . .  I  do n o t  th in k  he 
w i l l  l a s t  beyond th e  long  v a c a t io n .  I t  w i l l  
be a p p a re n t ly  a growing es trangem en t w i th o u t  
d e f i n i t e  causes . . .  " ( 63 )

Indeed ,  Newman had so many "m isg iv in g s  w hether he (had)  ta u g h t

th e  boys an y th in g  w hether in  a r i t h m e t ic  o r  m athem atics"  t h a t  he a sk ed

B e l l a s i s  to  pump h i s  boys: " I  w ish  you cou ld  g e t  ou t o f  N icho las

what he th in k s  of th e  Abbe’s t e a c h in g " .  I n  a d d i t io n  Rougemont’s

in t r a n s ig e n c e  made m a t te r s  w orse : "he seems u n w i l l in g  a t  p r e s e n t  to

be p u t  under  F a th e r  S t .  John". Towards th e  end o f  June however,

th e  problem  was so lved  by Rougemont’ s r e s i g n a t i o n ,  a f t e r  which he

suddenly  made o f f .  He was d isc o v e re d  w andering  about th e  schoo l

house in  th e  m iddle of th e  n ig h t  when he shou ld  have been  s le e p in g

c lo se  to  one o f  th e  d o rm i to r ie s  he v/as r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r .  He was

a c t u a l l y  d isco v e re d  in  th e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  room, s e a rc h in g  d esk  and

cupboards and f l e d  th e  n e x t  morning w h i l s t  t h e  p o l i c e  w ere i n v e s t i g a t i n g .

He l e f t  h i s  own be long ings  b u t  took item s be lo n g in g  to  s e v e r a l  o f

th e  boys; a gold  w atch  b e lo n g in g  to  Horace G a is fo rd ,  a w r i t i n g  desk,

a c lock  and some shoes. Newman was s ta g g e re d .

"Pour Rougemont has gone mad and s e t  o f f  t o  
London a p p a re n t ly  w i th o u t  money and w is h in g  to  
p roceed  w ith o u t  d e la y  to  B elg ium ."  ( 64 )

63 . J .H.N, -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  March 6 , 1862.
64 . J .H .N . - S t e l l a s i s ,  A p r i l  20, 1862.
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At f i r s t ,  he th o u g h t  t h a t  Rougement' s i n a b i l i t y  to  te a c h  m athem atics  

had caused t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  b u t  he soon d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  Abbe^was 

in  d e b t ,  owing b i l l s  f o r  c lo th e s  and shoes . Once in  London Rougemont 

approached B e l l a s i s  ask ing  him to  n e g o t i a t e  w i th  N ew an  on h i s  b e h a l f  

and in  t h i s  way Rougemont ' s accoun t a t  th e  O ra to ry  was s e t t l e d .  But 

t h i s  was n o t  a l l .  A co loured  n e c k t i e  and a p in  which Richard  B e l l a s i s  

had l o s t  e a r l i e r  in  th e  te rm  w ere  found in  Rougemont's room, t o g e t h e r  

w i th  v a r io u s  d i s g u i s e s .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  a f t e r  he had gone abroad , i t  was 

d is c o v e re d  t h a t  Rougemont y/ as an im p o s te r ,  he was n o t  a p r i e s t  a t  a l l .  

p ro b a b ly ,  h i s  double  l i f e  had become too  much and t i r e d  o f  p o s in g ,  

he had p an ick ed .  Newman Y/as n a iv e  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  he n e v e r  r e a l i s e d  

t h a t  Rougemont was a f rau d  and has been c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  t h i s , ^ ^ ^ ^  b u t  

even so th e  a b b e 's  d ram atic  f l i g h t  seem ingly  so lv e d  one of h i s  most 

p r e s s in g  problem s. Nev/man, who had been  f in d i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  

u n i t e  h i s  s t a f f  -  "we cannot q u i t e  j o i n  t h e  new and th e  o ld "  -  had 

d e te c te d  s ig n s  o f  an o th e r  " p a r ty  movement" and t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  even t 

gave him th e  chance to  look  f o r  a new r e c r u i t  to  r e s t o r e  th e  e q u i l i 

brium.

Good C a th o l ic  t e a c h e r s ,  hoY/ever, w ere  in  s h o r t  supp ly . M oreover, 

Newman was n o t  s u re  i f  he wanted a day te a c h e r ,  "a  s p e l l i n g ,  w r i t i n g  

and a cyphering  m a s te r " ,  one who was to  have no c o n t r o l  over sch o o l 

a d m in i s t r a t i o n  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r  a r e s i d e n t  t e a c h e r  who shared  in

65 . McGrath w is e ly  observed  t h a t  Newman sometimes chose  th e  wrong 
men f o r  im portan t jo b s .



224.

b o th  th e  t  each ing  and th e  school d u t i e s .  He had th e  chance of

R ichard  Ornsby, who was s t i l l  l e c t u r i n g  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  I r e l a n d ,

b u t  tu rn e d  him down on th e  grounds t h a t  he was f a r  to o  t a l e n t e d  and

ex p en s iv e  f o r  th e  k in d  o f  p o s t  t h a t  he w ished to  f i l l .  At l a s t ,

however, B e l l a s i s  d isc o v e re d  a Mr. S can lo n  and Newman in v i t e d  him to

te a c h  f o r  a t r i a l  p e r io d .  A las ,  S can lo n  broke down;

"He a t tem p ted  to  t e a c h  w r i t i n g  to a a y  -  b u t  d id
so b ad ly  t h a t  th e  boys a t  once g o t  ho ld  of th e
f a c t  -  and a t  d in n e r  th e y  were t a l k i n g  o f  t h e
Y /r i t ing  m a s te r  v/ho could n o t  w r i t e . "  (66)

Even w orse ,  S t .  John and Pope r e p o r te d :  "he cannot add up a compound

a d d i t i o n  sum" and i s  "no t quick a t  h i s  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  t a b l e s "  and

co n se q u e n t ly  he was n o t  r e t a in e d .  In  a d d i t io n .  Miss M i tc h e l l ,  v/ho

had s e t t l e d  in  as dame v e ry  w e l l ,  d e c id e d  to  l e a v e , w h i l s t  t e a c h e r s

o f  g e n u in e  competence r e fu s e d  Newman's o v e r tu re s  to  j o i n  th e  s t a f f  one

a f t e r  th e  o t h e r . P e r h a p s  th e  D a r n e l l  co n t ro v e rsy  p u t  them o f f .

The sch o o l  a l s o  needed f i n a n c i a l l y  re fo rm in g .  There was a

r e a l  danger o f  bankrup tcy  and " e v e ry th in g  to  do in  th e  way o f  o rd e r " .

( 7 0 )Some p a r e n t s  were slow to  pay school f e e s ,  w h i l s t  o th e r s  found

(71 )genuine d i f f i c u l t y  in  doing  so . Over £ 8 ,5 0 0  had been s p e n t  on

66. J .H .N , -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  March 21 , 1862.
67 . She was r e p la c e d  by a widow, Mrs. Owen Jo n es .
68. A Mr. 0 'Hagan w as  o f f e r e d  £200  to  t  each m athem atics  bu t r e fu s e d .
69 . J .H .N . -  S. B e l l a s i s ,  F eb ru a ry  5 , 1862.
70 . He w ro te  to  Acton on more th a n  one o cc a s io n  about f e e s  owing by 

h i s  c o u s in .  P r in c e s s  d i  Camporcale whose son P au l was a t  th e  
s ch o o l.

71 . R ichard  S to k es ,  who v/as a c l e v e r  boy, l e f t  b e c a u se  h i s  f a t h e r  
could  n o t  a f f o r d  th e  f e e s ,  bu t e v e n tu a l ly  he r e tu r n e d  when a 
b e n e fa c to r  ag reed  to  pay th e  r e d u c e d  f e e s  t h a t  Newman charged .
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th e  sch o o l  in  fo u r  y e a r s ,  b u t  only  £1 ,050  of  t h i s  sum had been f o r t h 

coming from b e n e f a c to r s ,  p ro o f  enough in  Newman's o p in io n  t h a t  i t  was

im p o ss ib le  to  make th e  sch o o l  independent o f  th e  O ra to ry  as  D a rn e l l

( 7 2 )and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  had w ished . N ew an  con tem pla ted  a l l  manner o f

econom ies: c lo s in g  one o f  th e  dames' h o u se s ,  c u t t i n g  down on t e x t  

b o o k s , s c r u t i n i s i n g  o rd e r s  h im se lf  and e v e n  c a l l i n g  f o r  th e  adv ice  

o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c c o u n ta n t .  A f te r  sp end ing  most o f  one .of' h i s  

summer v a c a t io n s  p u t t i n g  D a r n e l l ' s  muddle s t r a i g h t ,  Newman d isc o v e re d  

t h a t  f o r  th e  te rm  ending J u ly  1862 he was £210 in  p o c k e t ,  and t h e r e f o r e

"had no rea so n  to  in c re a s e  th e  f e e s " ,  b u t  w i th i n  a s h o r t  space  o f  tim e

he was back in  th e  r e d ,  am assing a d e b t  o f  over  £400 betw een J u ly  and 

December. He a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  to  one f a c t o r :  " th e  w a s te  o f  s e rv a n ts  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  long  v aca tio n "^ ^^ ^  and th e r e f o r e  p roposed  to  look  

f o r  a housekeeper  to  r e g u l a t e  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  one who must n o t  s t i n t  

th e  boys, "no r  o ffend  th e  stomachs of a number of m iddle  aged and 

e l d e r l y  m en." He wanted someone t a c t f u l  enough to  avoid  " c o l l i s i o n s "  

w ith  th e  dames b u t  s t r o n g  enough to  p u t  th e  " s e rv a n ts  and hangers  on"^^^^

72 . F u r n i t u r e  and c a rp e ts  f o r  1859-60 c o s t  £2 ,065  and f o r  1 86O-I th e
same item  c o s t  £ 1 ,1 1 2 .  The new b u i ld in g  c o s t  £5,01 6 and th e  new 
f ro n ta g e  £300, The p layground c o s t  £ 2 ,0 0 0 ,  l e a v in g  a d eb t of 
£ 7 , 450 . The i n t e r e s t  p e r  y e a r  on t h i s  d e b t  amounted to  £527 , 
r e n t s  to  £ 360 , and s t a f f  s a l a r i e s  to  " a t  l e a s t "  £1 ,200 . The 
boys p a id  £80  each f o r  a fo r ty -w eek  y e a r ,  t h a t  i s  £ 2  p e r  week
f o r  lo d g in g  and t u i t i o n ,  b u t  food a lo n e  sometimes c o s t  1 8/ -  p e r  head.

73 . He t o l d  S t .  John t h a t  £200 f o r  t  ex t  books in  two months was f a r  
to o  much.

74. J .H .N . -  Hope S c o t t ,  F eb ru a ry  8 , 1 863 . Ne'#man d is c o v e re d  t h a t
d u ring  th e  long  v a c a t io n  o ver  a p e r io d  o f  f i f t y  days ,  s i x  p eo p le
c o s t  £ 63 . 5 . 7 . w hereas d u r in g  te rm , s e v e n ty - e ig h t  p eo p le  c o s t  
£ 215 . 10 . 8  f o r  th e  same l e n g th  o f  t im e . In  o th e r  w ords ,  s i x  
peop le  c o s t  betw een a t h i r d  and a f o u r th  o f  what s e v e n ty - e ig h t  
p eo p le  c o s t  in  te rm  t im e .
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i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s .  However, t h e r e  was no one to  he  had and t h e r e f o r e  

Newman o rg a n ise d  th in g s  as b e s t  he cou ld  h im s e l f .  W ith in  a coup le  of 

y e a r s ,  Newman’s economies and r e v is e d  methods o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n  had 

t h e i r  e f f e c t  and th e  sch o o l became s o lv e n t .

J e a lo u s  of th e  s c h o o l ’ s image, Ne^wnan w as keen to  p re s e rv e  good

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  p u b l i c  and when he r e c e iv e d  a com pla in t  from

ne ig h b o u rs  about h i s  boys p la y in g  b a l l  games on Sundays, he d e a l t  w i th

th e  m a t te r  s y m p a th e t i c a l ly  bu t f i r m ly :

" I  beg to  acknowledge th e  r e c e i p t  of y o u r  l e t t e r  
e n c lo s in g  a p e t i t i o n  from th e  Heads o f  f a m i l i e s  
o v e r lo o k in g  our Green, on th e  s u b je c t  of Sunday 
games o f  ou r  schoo l boys.

" I  w ish  you to  be so k in d  as to  a s s u r e  them, 
t h a t  i t  d id  n o t  r e q u i r e  so many o f  t h e i r  s ig n a tu r e s  
to  command my r e s p e c t f u l  a t t e n t i o n ,  and t h a t  I  
should g l a d ly  have l i s t e n e d  to  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
on th e  s u b je c t  from any o f  them.

"We f o r b id  Sunday games; t h a t  i s  any which a re  
of a n a tu re  to  annoy o r  d i s t r e s s  our n e ig h b o u rs ;  
n o t  indeed as a m a t te r  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  b u t  from a 
s in c e r e  wish ’as much as l i e t h  in  u s ’ , to  l i v e  
p e a c e a b ly  w ith  a l l  men.

" I  w i l l  g iv e  o rd e rs  to  s e c u re  an in c re a s e d  s t r i c t 
ness  in  keep ing  t h i s  r u l e ,  and hope t h a t  by th e s e  
means s h a l l  s a t i s f y  th e  w ishes  of th e  pe rso n s  you 
r e p r e s e n t " .  (75)

H o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e s  s t i l l  e x is te d .  Mrs. C h a r l to n ,  f o r  example, 

r e p o r te d  " s t r a n g e  rumoui’s of excommunications and sch ism ". She had 

hea rd  t h a t  Newman w as a s s o c ia te d  w ith  " id e a s  b o rd e r in g  on German 

r a t i o n a l i s m  mooted in  th e  Review" and f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  would be

75. J.H.N. -  P. H. Mylius, June 8, 1862.
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c lo se d  as a r e s u l t ,  "A n a s ty  p a r t y , "  she  t o l d  him,

" . . .  i s  ch u ck lin g  over th e  t o t a l  overthrow  of 
Edghaston . . .  Oh, I  hope and t r u s t  such a 
c a la m ity  w i l l  nev er  ta k e  p l a c e , "  (76)

Mrs, C h a r l to n ,  who th e n  had t h r e e  boys a t  th e  s c h o o l ,  reckoned she

was in  "a  nervous s t a t e  o f  suspense"  and c la im ed t h a t  she had r e c e iv e d

h e r  in fo rm a t io n  from "a  v e ry  h igh  a u t h o r i t y " .  The Home and F o re ig n

Review to  which Mrs, C h a r l to n  r e f e r r e d ,  was e d i te d  by Acton who

n a t u r a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  th e  op in io n s  o f  P r o f e s s o r  D o l l i n g e r ,  th e  famous

German s c h o la r ,  b u t  Newman had n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  and

w ro te  to  Mrs. C h a r l to n  to  t e l l  h e r  so .

F o r  a tim e th e  scandalmongers f r i g h t e n e d  peop le  o f f ,  and a 

number of p a r e n t s  who had a p p l ie d  to  send t h e i r  sons w ithdrew  them 

w ith o u t  e x p l a n a t i o n . N e w m a n ' s  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  s t i l l  s to o d  by him • 

B e l l a s i s  s e n t  th e  t h i r d  of h i s  sons and one of th e  Froude c h i l d r e n  

a r r iv e d  to  sw e ll  th e  numbers -  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1 864 when Newman 

w ro te  h i s  A polog ia  t h a t  h i s  o rthodoxy w as r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  and th e  

s c h o o l ’s r e p u t a t i o n  r e s to r e d .

H i l a i r e  B e l lo c  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  Newman’s work in  founding  and 

m a in ta in in g  th e  O ra to ry  School "was amongst t h e  g r e a t e s t  in  e f f e c t  

o f  a l l  th o se  which he u ndertook" .  He d e s c r ib e d  th e  s c h o o l ’s s p i r i t  

as  p e c u l i a r :

76 . Mrs. C h a r l to n  -  Mrs. Wootten, O ctober 22, 1862.
77. Lady Dormer was one and S i r  Robert G erard was a n o th e r  -  " . . .  

tongues w ere  a t  work f r i g h t e n i n g  p eo p le  w i th  th e  s u s p i c io n  of 
our b e in g  c r y p to h e r e t i c s  . . .  " -  J .H .N , -  S t .  John , O ctober 25, 
1862.
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"F o r now -a-days young men who go o u t in to  th e  
w orld  f r e s h  from  th e  c a re  and p r o te c t io n  w hich 
su rround  th e  sons o f th e  r i c h  a re  met by d i f f i 
c u l t i e s  w hich in  n e a r ly  ev ery  case k i l l  th e  
id e a l  and b e a u t i f u l  in  t h e i r  s o u ls .  I t  i s  n o t 
t h a t  th e y  f in d  them selves in  th e  m id st o f th e  
h o s ts  and th e  sm all c h e a tin g  and c a r e le s s  l i e s  
o f th e  w orld ; th e se  have alw ays e x i s t e d .  They 
have r e a d  o f them a thousand tim es  ; th e y  have 
been v/am ed a g a in s t  them by many o ld e r  men; 
th ey  a re  co n sc io u s of th e  p e rs o n a l  te m p ta tio n  
t h a t  i s  o f fe re d  them, and th e y  a re  de term ined  
to  r e s i s t  i t .  I t  i s  n o t th e se  o ld  w orld  
te m p ta tio n s  w hich a re  th e  d an g er. They meet 
now -a-days a s t r a n g e  doubt and u n c e r ta in ty  on 
a l l  s id e s ,  n o t indeed  as to  r e l i g i o n  a lo n e  ( f o r  
such  doubts have alw ays o ccu rred  as to  dogma) 
b u t as to  th e  most common n e c e s s i t i e s  o f c iv ic  
honour. Courage is  d o u b ted , lo v e  is  d o u b ted , 
p a t r i o t i s m  is  doub ted , tem perance is  doub ted .
The n e c e s s i ty  f o r  t r u t h  and f o r  v ig o u r ,  th e  
o ld  v i r t u e s  due to  th e  fam ily  and th e  s t a t e  -  
a l l  th e s e  a re  doub ted , and o u t o f t h i s  doubt 
th e re  has a r i s e n  a cu rsed  pessim ism  w hich 
t a i n t s  a l l  th e  s p r in g s  o f l i f e  and by i t s  
p e rp e tu a l  w h isp e rin g s  d r iv e s  young men to  a l l  
t h a t  th e y  had de te rm in ed  to  avo id ; w hich fo rb id s  
them to  ta k e  any p le a s u re  in  th e  ta s k  th e y  had 
s e t  'b e fo ré  th e m se lv es . These a re  th e  d i f f i 
c u l t i e s  o f young men to d ay  -  q u i te  o th e r ,  I  
th in k ,  th a n  th o se  t h e i r  f  a th e r s  had to  m eet.

"And to  f ig h t  t h i s  th e  boys who w ere educated  
un d er C a rd in a l Newman w ere g iv en  p e c u l ia r  
w eapons. F o r t h e i r  independence was n o t sopped 
by any system  o f esp io n ag e  and p r is o n in g  w hich 
has u n fo r tu n a te ly  come to  b e  connected  in  th e  
minds o f many ( f a l s e l y  o r  t m l y )  w ith  th e  name 
o f C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n . They were ta u g h t to  b e  
as s e l f  r e l i a n t  and f r e e  -  as any of th e  young 
E nglishm en who w ere grow ing up around them in  
th e  g r e a t  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ;  b u t w ith  i t  a l l  th e re  
was an atm osphere o f h e a l th y  r e l i g i o n ,  an 
u n c o n s tra in e d  freq u en cy  in  th e  app ro ach in g  o f 
th e  s a c ra m e n ts , a s in c e r e  f a i t h  in  a h ig h  code 
o f m orals and honour, which appeared  so n a tu r a l  
and so n a t iv e  to  th e  p la c e ,  t h a t  i t  would have 
been c a l le d  spon taneous by anyone who d id  n o t 
know t h a t  th e  found ing  o f th e  s c h o o l,  i t s  in f lu e n c e , 
and i t s  s p i r i t  w ere due to  C a rd in a l Newman". (78 )

78 , An a r t i c l e  in  'The Lam p', 1 89O.
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B e llo c  was th e  k ind  o f C a th o lic  in  whom Newman d e l ig h te d .  F a i t h f u l  

and z e a lo u s  y e t  f o r th r ig h t  and can d id , he sp e n t a l i f e  tim e m i l i t a n t l y  

engaged in  p u rsu in g  t r u t h .  W ell r e a d  and p o s s e s s in g  a f i n e ,  ra c y  

s t y l e  h is  c a r e e r  was a f i t t i n g  e p ita p h  to  Nev/man' s r o le  in  th e  s c h o o l.

Upon what d id  Nev/man model th e  e d u c a tio n a l  system  w hich B e llo c

d e sc r ib e d ?  J ,  P. Boland th o u g h t t h a t  he

"had fram ed h is  scheme o f e d u c a tio n  by ta k in g  
th e  b e s t  p o in ts  from th e  E n g lis h  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  
w h i ls t  g iv in g  to  h is  own sch o o l th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
C a th o lic  r e l i g io u s  a tm osphere  w hich marked i t  o f f  
from E ton o r  W in c h e s te r ."

Newman's sch o o l c e r t a in ly  p o sse sse d  a " d i s t i n c t i v e  C a th o lic  r e l i g io u s

a tm osphere" , b u t i t  h a rd ly  b o re  com parison w ith  E to n , W inchester o r

any o th e r  p u b lic  sch o o l. I t  had p r e f e c t s ,  b u t Newman n ev e r gave them

th e  k ind  o f e x e c u t iv e  power fav o u red  by A rnold and h is  im i ta to r s .

T here w ere  a e s th e t i c  s u b je c ts  f o r  th o se  who w ished  to  s tu d y  them and

a w ide range  o f o u t-o f - s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t Newman n e v e r th o u g h t o f

a e s th e t ic is m  and p h y s ic a l  prow ess in  th e  same way t h a t  T h ring  d id .

He allow ed h is  s t a f f  to  a d m in is te r  c o rp o ra l pun ishm en t, b u t n o t on

th e  s c a le  which a p p lie d  e lsew h ere  -  Newman w as p ro b ab ly  th e  on ly

V ic to r ia n  h ead m aste r who n e v e r caned anyone. M oreover, had he w ished

" to  ta k e  th e  b e s t  p o in ts  from  th e  E n g lish  p u b lic  sc h o o l" , Newman would

have chosen a d i f f e r e n t  s i t e  -  th e r e  was no room to  expand in

(79 )Edgbaston^ '  -  and would have r e l i e d  on h o u sem aste rs  to  s u p e rv is e  

th e  boys d u rin g  o u t-o f - s c h o o l h ou rs in s te a d  o f dames.

79. In  th e  I 8 6 0 's ,  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  w ere p ro v in g  to  be p o p u la r  and 
numbers w ere in c re a s in g  everyw here .
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I t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  Newman r e s i s t e d  th e  te m p ta t io n  to  

ape h ead m aste rs  l i k e  H aw trey of E to n , M ohherley o f W in ch es te r and 

Vaughan o f Harrow. In  fo rm u la tin g  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l p o l i c i e s  he

had alw ays r e l i e d  upon h is  ovm e x p e r ie n c e s  and h av ing  no knowledge o f 

th e  t r a d i t i o n s  f o r  w hich th e se  men w ere r e s p o n s ib le ,  he n a tu r a l ly  

f e l t  u n ab le  to  im i ta te  them. In s te a d ,  he harked  back to  h is  s c h o o l

days a t  E a lin g  and echoed  th e  p re c e p ts  o f  Dr. N ic h o la s , h is  o ld  

head m aste r. Boland m a in ta in ed

" . . .  i t  was from W in ch es te r t h a t  he to o k  th e  
L a t in  p la y  id e a  though n o t i t s  t e x t  which he 
rem odelled  from th e  o r ig in a l  . . .  "

b u t t h i s  w as n o t th e  ca se . Newman d id  n o t copy W in ch este r b u t E a l in g ,

choosing  e x a c t ly  th e  same p la y s  which he had a c te d  in  as a boy and

u s in g  th e  v e r s io n s  t r a n s l a te d  by N ich o las  in s te a d  o f t r a n s l a t i n g  h is

own. L ike N ic h o la s , Newman encouraged r o t e  le a r n in g ,  b e fr ie n d e d

p a re n ts  and b e n t th e  r u le s  to  s u i t  th e  conven ience o f th e  boys.

F u rth e rm o re , in  marked c o n t r a s t  to  th e  m a s te r fu l  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  o f

a man l i k e  T h rin g  he was as g e n t ly  p a t e r n a l  tow ards h is  p u p i l s  as

N ich o las  had been  to  him. Whereas in  most p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  boys w ere

s t r i c t l y  d i s c ip l in e d ,  in  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l th e y  re la x e d  in  a p e rm is s iv e

and happy atm osphere com parable to  t h a t  w hich e x is te d  a t  E a l in g  when

Newman w as th e r e .  M oreover, j u s t  l i k e  N ic h o la s , Newman knev/ every

one o f h is  boys in t im a te ly :  how many o th e r  h eadm asters  made e x te n s iv e

80, Hawtrey was headm aster o f E ton  from  1834-1852, M obberley was
headm aster o f W in ch este r from  1835-1866, and Vaughan was head 
m a s te r  o f Harrow from  1845-1859.
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i n q u i r i e s  about t h e i r  boys b e fo re  a c c e p tin g  them in to  th e  s c h o o l, and 

how many examined them m onthly in  th e  in t im a te  manner in  which Newman 

d id ?  At E a lin g  S c h o o l, in  marked c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f th e  

f i r s t  h a l f  o f th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  upon w hich Newman w as supposed to  

have m odelled  h is  own, th e  in d iv id u a l  coun ted ; h is  p e rs o n a l con ten tm en t 

was as im p o rtan t to  D r. N ich o las  as h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p ro g re s s ,  and 

l ik e w is e  a t  th e  O ra to ry  School u nder Newman: th e  p a s to r a l  a sp e c ts  o f 

e d u c a tio n  was as v i t a l  as th e  academ ic.

I t  would n o t be t r u e ,  however, to  c la im  t h a t  th e  O ra to ry  School 

was a ca rb o n  copy o f E a l in g . The l a t i n  p la y ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  w as some

tim es dropped and an a l t e r n a t i v e  form o f e n te r ta in m e n t s u b s t i tu t e d .

In  1883 a F ren ch  p la y :  " I c i  on p a r le  F r a n ç a i s e " ,  was a c te d  fo llow ed  

by a pantomim e: "The Queen o f  H e a r ts " . N e v e r th e le s s ,  Newman en thused  

over drama because  he had b een  brought up in  a s c h o o l w here a c t in g  

and p u b lic  sp eak in g  w ere  ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y  and i t  w as t h i s  p r in c ip le

w hich he was a tte m p tin g  to  p re s e rv e .

How d id  Newman compare w ith  th e  most i l l u s t r i o u s  headm asters  o f 

V ic to r ia n  tim es?  L ike T hring  he b e lie v e d  in  th e  im portance o f te a c h in g  

s c r ip t u r e  and in s i s t e d  on k eep in g  h i s  s c h o o l sm a ll in  o rd e r  to  c r e a te  

a c lo se  ra p p o r t w ith  each  o f h i s  boys. L ike  C o tto n  o f  M arlborough he 

was keen on games and l i k e  Dobson o f Cheltenham  em phasised th e  

im portance o f s c h o la r s h ip .  More anx ious th a n  H aw trey to  c a t e r  f o r  th e  

p h y s ic a l  com forts  o f h is  p u p i l s ,  more accommodating tow ards p a re n ts  

th a n  A rnold -  th e  l a t t e r  would n e v e r  have w r i t t e n  such le n g th y  and 

in t im a te  r e p o r ts  a t  th e  end o f te rm  -  and more e g a l i t a r i a n  ev en  th a n



232.

O sborne o f R o s s a ll  who would n o t have p e rm itte d  h is  boys to  c r i t i c i s e  

him in  th e  way th e  O ra to ry  boys c r i t i c i s e d  Newman in  t h e i r  s c h o o l 

new spaper, he made l e s s  o f an im pact on E n g lish  s e c u la r  e d u c a tio n  

th a n  th e y .

On th e  o th e r  hand h is  im pact on C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n  w as c o n s id e r 

a b le ,  F i r s t l y ,  he p roved  t h a t  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  d is p e n se  w ith  

a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  w ith o u t lo w erin g  s p i r i t u a l ,  m oral o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

s ta n d a rd s .  S eco n d ly , by a p p o in tin g  men l i k e  A rnold to  h is  s t a f f  and 

by g ra n t in g  him a d e g re e  o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -  A rnold  was s e n io r  m a s te r ,  

t h i r d  in  o rd e r  o f p reced en ce  -  Newman p re s se d  th e  lay m an 's  c la im  f o r  

a g r e a t e r  sh a re  in  th e  c o n tro l  and o r g a n is a t io n  o f  C a th o lic  e d u c a tio n . 

In d eed , as a r e s u l t  o f t h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  O ra to ry  Schoo l became th e  

f i r s t  sch o o l o f i t s  k ind  to  a p p o in t a laym an as h e a d m a s t e r ^ ^  and 

g r a d u a l ly  o th e r  sch o o ls  have fo llo w ed  in  i t s  w ake. T h ird ly ,  Newman 

produced young men who w ere f i t t e d  n o t o n ly  to  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e  in  

th e  p ro fe s s io n s  w ith  t h e i r  p r o te s t a n t  c o u n te rp a r ts ,  b u t  to  c h a lle n g e  

th e  s c e p tic is m  and u n b e l ie f  o f th e  a g e , men who w ere as co n v ersan t 

w ith  th e  th e o r ie s  o f hum anists  and r a t i o n a l i s t s  as th e y  w ere w ith  th e  

d o c t r in e s  of th e  C a th o lic  Church. I t  was r a r e  a t  t h a t  tim e  f o r  

C a th o lic  ed u ca to rs  to  encourage t h e i r  p u p ils  to  th in k  f o r  them selves  

and adop t a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  approach  to  th e  s c r ip t u r e s ,  b u t Newman d id  

and u l t im a te ly  th e  B e n e d ic tin e s  and J e s u i t s  pu rsued  th e  same l i n e .

81. 'T he C a th o lic  S choo ls  o f England and W a le s ', by H. 0 , E v e n n e tt,
p. 85 .
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In  1861, when he became head m aste r, Newman Y/as p re m a tu re ly  

o ld . W izened, l i n e d  and b e n t ,  he appeared  to  b e  sh r in k in g  tow ards 

th e  g ra v e . He was p i t i f u l l y  overw orked. T hree o f h is  n in e  p r i e s t s  

had l e f t  th e  o rd e r ,  le a v in g  h im se lf  and h i s  F a th e rs  to  ru n  th e  p a r is h  

and s u p e rv is e  th e  p r is o n ,  th e  w orkhouses, th e  asylum  and th e  p oo r 

s c h o o ls . He became a h ead m aste r, t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  a d i f f i c u l t  t im e , bu t 

he succeeded and by 1890 th e  sch o o l was one o f  th e  fo rem ost C a th o lic  

sch o o ls  in  th e  co u n try . E v e n tu a lly  i t  l e f t  E dgbaston  f o r  Woodcote 

in  O x fo rd sh ire , w here i t  grew in to  a th r i v in g  sc h o o l o f ov er two 

hundred boys b e fo re  s e v e r in g  i t s  co n n ec tio n s  w ith  th e  O ra to ry  in  1930, 

as Ne'.vman had en v isaged  i t  w ould.



CHAPTER TEN

HIS ABORTIVE PLANS TO RETURN TO OXFORD



234.

CHAPTER TEN 

HIS ABORTIVE PLANS TO RETURN TO OXFORD 

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  e s ta b l is h in g  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l on a f irm  f o o t in g ,  

Newman was p re s e n te d  w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f r e tu r n in g  to  O xford. A t 

t h a t  tim e  o rth o d o x  C h r i s t i a n i t y  was u n d er a t ta c k  from  H e rb e rt S p e n c e r , 

T, H. H uxley and t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s ,  b u t w hereas Wiseman, Manning and 

Vaughan a tte m p te d  to  i s o l a t e  th e  l a i t y  from  th e  a l i e n  p h ilo so p h ie s  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  h u m an is ts  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  a g n o s t i c s  and in s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  

a c c e p te d  th e  r u l i n g s  o f th e  church  p a s s iv e ly  and o b e d ie n t ly ,  Newman 

encouraged  them to  become in v o lv ed  in  p u b lic  c o n t ro v e r s ie s  and th in k  

f o r  th e m se lv e s .

(1 )As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  su c c e ss  o f th e  A po log ia  Newman was a

c e l e b r i t y  a g a in ;  th e  most em inent C a th o l ic  a p o lo g is t  in  E ng land , and
( 2 )

a lo n g  w ith  th e  iQerman s c h o la r  D o l l in g e r ' ' ,  he q u e s tio n e d  th e  g h e t to 

l i k e  in t r o s p e c t io n  w hich th e  p r in c e s  o f th e  church  w e re  en co u rag in g :

"Your c u t  and d r ie d  answ ers o u t o f  a dogm atic 
t r e a t i s e  a re  no weapons w ith  w hich C a th o lic  
re a s o n  can hope to  v an q u ish  th e  i n f i d e l s  o f 
th e  d a y ."  ( 3 )

He a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  was wrong f o r  th e  chu rch  to  gag i t s  s c h o la r s ,  f o r  

making them  " f e e l  th e  b i t  in  t h e i r  m ouths a t  every  o th e r  word th e y  

sp o k e" , and p le ad ed  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i c e n c e .  " T ru th " , he s a id ,  i s  

"w rought o u t by many minds w orking f r e e l y  to g e th e r " ,  by th in k e r s  who

1 . I t  was p u b lish e d  in  1 864  and was w id e ly  re a d .
2. I n  1 863 D o ll in g e r  is su e d  "The Munich B r ie f "  in  w hich he c a l le d

f o r  a new approach  to  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  s c h o la rs h ip  and e s p e c ia l ly
th e o lo g y .

3 . J .H .N . -  R. 0 m sb y , 1 863 ( e x a c t  d a te  u n c e r t a in ) .
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can  "move . . .  t h e i r  lim bs f r e e l y  and e x p ia te  a t  w i l l " .^ ^ ^  Newman 

was in  fav o u r o f  a f r o n t a l  a t ta c k  on th e  h e r e s ie s  o f  th e  day, a p u b l ic  

c o n f ro n ta t io n  in  w hich he  b e lie v e d  th e  " s t ro n g e r  and t r u e  i n t e l l e c t "  

o f  C a th o lic ism  would " s e t  them dow n",^^^ and when i t  w as su g g es ted  

in  1864  t h a t  he sh o u ld  open a C a th o l ic  c e n t r e  in  O xford , he w as 

th e r e f o r e  e la te d  b ecau se  i t  gave him th e  chance to  im plem ent t h i s  

p o l ic y .

I n  1 864 th e  b ish o p s  o f E ngland and W ales is su e d  a p a s t o r a l  

l e t t e r  in  w hich th e y  a d v ised  th e  l a i t y  to  w ithdraw  i t s  sons from 

Oxford and Cam bridge, b u t th e  l a i t y  re fu s e d  to  ta k e  t h e i r  a d v ic e  and 

one o f t h e i r  number, Ambrose S m ith , h av in g  se c u re d  an o p t io n  on 

f i f t e e n  a c re s  o f la n d  in  O xford , o f fe re d  i t  to  Newman in  th e  hope 

t h a t  he would e i t h e r  b u i ld  a c o l le g e ,  a h a l l  o r  an O ra to ry .

There was a w idesp read  demand f o r  a C a th o lic  c o l le g e  o r  h a l l .  

F re d e r ic k  O akley, a p rom inen t laym an, had a l re a d y  p u b lish e d  an open 

l e t t e r  in  which he c a l le d  f o r  a c o l le g e  o r  h a l l  in  Oxford ru n  by "a  

r e l i g io u s  community v e rse d  in  e d u c a tio n " , w h i ls t  th e  a u th o rs  o f 

anonymous pam phlets and l e t t e r s  to  th e  p re s s  r e i t e r a t e d  O a k le y 's  p le a .  

Newman accep ted  S m ith 's  o f f e r ,  b u t r e j e c te d  th e  id e a  o f  a c o l le g e  o r  

a h a l l  in  fa v o u r  o f an O ra to ry , He d id  so on p u re ly  e d u c a tio n a l  

g ro u n d s, a rg u in g  t h a t  C a th o lic s  w e re  more l i k e l y  to  g e t  a  u n iv e r s i t y  

e d u c a tio n  a t  Oxford o r  Cambridge th a n  th ey  w ere in  a C a th o l ic  c o l le g e ,  

even though i t  m ight be a f f i l i a t e d  to  one o r  o th e r  o f th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,

3 . J.H .N . -  H. 0 m sb y , I 863 (e x a c t  date u n c e r ta in ).
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S m ith , how ever, sudd en ly  d ie d , whereupon Newman s te p p e d  in ,  

bought th e  la n d  from O ra to r ia n  funds and a p p o in te d  an a r c h i t e c t  to  

draw up p l a n s . I n  la u n c h in g  t h i s  scheme Newman in ten d ed  n o t on ly  

to  engage in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e b a te s  w ith  th e  m ost p rom inen t s c e p t i c s  o f

(5 )th e  age , b u t a ls o  to  e s t a b l i s h  "a  s tro n g  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  body"^

tow ards w hich C a th o lic  s tu d e n ts  would be drawn. I t  n e v e r o c c u rre d

to  him t h a t  he was " c o n te m p la tin g  a n y th in g  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  . . .  What I

aim a t  . . .  " h e  w ro te

" i s  n o t im m ediate c o n v e rs io n s , b u t to  in f lu e n c e
so f a r  as an o ld  man can , th e  tone  o f th o u g h t
in  th e  p la c e  w ith  a view  to  a d i s t a n t  tim e when
I  s h a l l  no lo n g e r  be h e r e ."  (6 )

He was o b v io u s ly  th in k in g  in to  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry , in to  th e  age

o f  u n iv e r s a l  d o u b t, and w ished  to  i n i t i a t e  a t r a d i t i o n  w hereby

C a th o lic s  e n te re d  f r e e l y  in to  d is c u s s io n  w ith  a g n o s tic s  and u n b e l ie v e rs

w h i ls t  m a in ta in in g  a c o n ta c t w ith  th e  f a i t h  o f  t h e i r  f a th e r s .  The

h ie ra r c h y ,  how ever, was h o r r i f i e d  and Wiseman and M anning, a id e d  and

a b e t te d  by M onseignor T a lb o t,  a d ip lo m at o f  g r e a t  in f lu e n c e  in  Rome,

began to  c o n sp ire  in  s e c r e t  to  f r u s t r a t e  h i s  p la n .

Newman s t i l l  had no id e a  t h a t  h i s  o rthodoxy  was su sp e c t o r  

t h a t  he had been d e la te d  to  p ropaganda f o r  h is  p a r t  in  th e  Ram bler 

c o n tro v e rsy . He had w r i t t e n  to  Wiseman o f f e r in g  to  e x p la in  h i s  p o s i t i o n  

to  Rome, b u t th e  l a t t e r  had a s s u re d  him th a t  t h i s  w as u n n ece ssa ry  and 

prom ised  th a t  he would d e a l  w ith  any m isu n d e rs ta n d in g s  on Newman's

4 . The la n d  c o s t £ 8 ,4 0 0 .
5 . J .H .N , -  T. G aisf o r d ,  O ctober 30 , 1 864 .
6 . j.H .N , -  W. W e th e ra ll ,  November 1 , 1  864 .
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"behalf. Nevvman, th e r e f o r e ,  assumed t h a t  th e  fiam hler ep iso d e  was 

c lo s e d ,  h u t in  r e a l i t y ,  in s te a d  o f a l l a y in g  p ro p a g a n d a 's  s u s p ic io n s ,  

Wiseman q u ie t ly  encouraged them and th e r e f o r e  a lth o u g h  th e  Pope,

P iu s  IX , b e lie v e d  in  Newman's s p i r i t u a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  p ropaganda d id  n o t .  

I t  was n o t u n t i l  1 86? t h a t  Newman f i n a l l y  d isc o v e re d  t h a t  he was 

su sp e c te d  o f h e re s y , h u t hy th e n  W isem an's c e l l  had s c o tc h e d  h is  

Oxford p r o je c t  and i t  w as too  l a t e  f o r  him to  sa lv a g e  h i s  m iss io n .

P ropaganda in te rv e n e d  tw ic e . On th e  f i r s t  o c c a s io n  in  1 864 , i t

confirm ed th e  h ie r a r c h y 's  d e c is io n  to  han C a th o lic  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  

from Oxford and Cam bridge, and on th e  second  in  I 867 , i t  n o t  o n ly  

banned s tu d e n ts  b u t banned Newman to o . In  1 864  Newman s o ld  h i s  la n d  

as soon as he heard  o f  p ro p a g a n d a 's  d e c i s io n ,  b u t B ishop U lla th o m e  

persu ad ed  him to  buy some more and r e s u r r e c t  th e  s cheme in   ̂866. 

U lla th o m e  was a good f r ie n d  and w as m a n if e s t ly  w e ll in t e n t io n e d ,  b u t 

he la c k e d  s u b t l e ty  and was no match f o r  M ann ing 's  d ip lo m a tic  p lo y s .

The ban s t i l l  s to o d  and y e t  U lla th o m e  was c o n f id e n t t h a t  M anning,

who had succeeded  Wiseman a s  A rchbishop o f  W estm inster in  I 865 , would

revoke i t  a t  h is  r e q u e s t .  However, Manning used  U lla th o m e ' s i n t e r 

v e n t io n  to  t i e  Newman's hands s t i l l  f u r t h e r  and w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  T a lb o t 

persuaded  propaganda to  a g re e  to  th e  e r e c t io n  o f  an O ra to ry  in  Oxford 

p ro v id ed  Newman rem ained in  Birmingham and g u a ra n te e d  t h a t  no o ld  

boys o f th e  O ra to ry  S chool w ould e v e r  e n t e r  th e  u n i v e r s i t y . N e w m a n
/ Q \

n a tu r a l ly  re fu se d  th e se  te rm s  and "a  g r e a t  and n o b le  f u tu r e "  '  was

7 . See 'L ig h t  in  W in te r ' by M, T re v o r , p . 222, f o r  f u l l  d e t a i l s  
o f  th e  in t r ig u e .

8. S i r  J ,  Simeon -  J .H .N . , 1866 ( e x a c t  d a te  u n c e r t a in ) .
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th e r e f o r e  s p o i le d ,  h u t i t  i s  im p o rtan t to  n o te  t h a t  p ropaganda  took

t h i s  l i n e  n o t because i t  q u e s tio n e d  Newman's e d u c a tio n a l  p h ilo so p h y ,

b u t r a th e r  b ecau se  i t  doubted  th e  o rthodoxy  o f  h is  s p i r i t u a l  te a c h in g .

Manning fo llo w ed  t h i s  v ic to r y  up by e r a s in g  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l from

th e  o f f i c i a l  l i s t  o f  C a th o lic  sch o o ls  and by r e f u s in g  to  a llo w  th e

P o p e 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  to  v i s i t  Newman when he came to  E ngland  to

e n q u ire  in to  th e  s t a t e  o f  C a th o l ic  e d u c a tio n , and y e t  had p ropaganda

known th a t  Newmeui was f a i t h f u l  to  Rome i t  i s  d o u b tfu l i f  i t  w ould

have su p p o rted  Wiseman and Manning a s  i t  d id .

On th e  s u r f a c e ,  th e n , i t  seems a s  though Newman was n a iv e :

(9 )"a  s im p le  dove" o u tf la n k e d  by th e  b a c k s t a i r 's  m a ch in a tio n s  o f h is  

"enem ies". Had he known o f h i s  d e la t io n  to  Rome he would have

gone th e r e  to  p u t h is  reco rd  r i g h t ,  b u t i t  was o n ly  as a r e s u l t  o f 

p ro p a g a n d a 's  r e a c t i o n  to  h is  Oxford p r o je c t  t h a t  he r e a l i s e d  th a t  

som eth ing  was wrong and began to  make in q u i r i e s .  He s e n t  e m is sa r ie s  

to  Rome in  th e  autumn o f I 867 and q u ic k ly  r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  h is  r e p u ta t io n

(11 )w ith  p ropaganda, b u t th e  damage was d o n e ' * and h is  s cheme was 

abandoned in d e f i n i t e ly .

Newman's a t t i t u d e  to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  f o r  

C a th o lic s  underw ent a change in  th e  I 8 6 0 ' s  and I 8 7 0 's .  He ag reed  

w ith  Manning t h a t  th e r e  w ere " p o s i t iv e  d an g ers  to  f a i t h  and m orals in  

go ing  to  Oxford" b u t th o u g h t:

9 . T h is  was how L y tto n  S tra c h e y  d e s c r ib e d  Newman in  h is  
"Eminent V ic to r ia n s " .

10 . J .H .N , -  E r . C o le r id g e , A p r i l  26, 1 867 .
11 . The ban was n o t l i f t e d  u n t i l  1893 a f t e r  Newman and M anning 

w ere dead.
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" th e re  w ere l e s s  and few er dangers in  an O xford 
r e s id e n c e  . . .  th a n  a t  W oolwich, w here th e  s ta n d a rd  
o f  m oral and s o c ia l  du ty  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  u n C h r is t ia n ,  
as b e in g  sim p ly  s e c u la r  . . .  " (12 )

The d an g ers  w e re  a ls o  l e s s  th a n  a t  S a n d h u rs t o r  London. M oreover, th e

l a i t y  d id  n o t w ant a C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i ty  and th e r e f o r e  he came to  th e

c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  an u n o b tru s iv e  m iss io n  and

( 1 2 )" le a v e  th in g s  a s  th e y  had b een  h e r e to f o r e " .^  '

The l a i t y  w as j u s t  as d is a p p o in te d  by th e  h ie r a r c h y 's  p o l ic y  as 

Newman. In d eed , th e y  p re s e n te d  him w ith  a p u b l ic  ad d re ss  o f  sympathy -  

"ev ery  blow t h a t  touches you i n f l i c t s  a wound upon th e  C a th o l ic  church

(1 3)in  t h i s  c o u n try " ' '  -  and y e t  t h i s  k ind  o f  d is p la y  on ly  se rv ed  to  

a n ta g o n ise  Newman's enem ies s t i l l  f u r th e r .  M onseignor T a lb o t  d e sc rib e d

( 1 4 )Newman a s  " th e  m ost dan g ero u s man in  E n g la n d " , '  '  f i r s t l y ,  b e c a u se

he re fu se d  to  su p p o rt th e  papacy  in  i t s  f i g h t  a g a in s t  G a r ib a ld i  and

V ic to r  Emmanuel, seco n d ly , b e c a u se  he was en co u rag in g  th e  l a i t y  to

become presum ptuous -  "would you be b e t t e r  e d u c a te d " , he a s k e d , " th a n

yo u r p r i e s t s ? "  -  and f i n a l l y ,  b ecau se  he w anted to  in v o lv e  th e  l a i t y

in  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  and p o l ic y  making o f th e  ch u rch :

" I f  a  check be n o t  p la ced  on th e  l a i t y  o f 
England th e y  w i l l  be th e  r u l e r s  o f th e  C a th o l ic  
church  in  E ngland in s te a d  o f th e  Holy See and 
th e  E p is c o p a te ."  ( I 4 )

Newman, th e r e f o r e ,  w anted C a th o l ic s  to  a t t e n d  O xford in  much

th e  same way a s  th e y  do to d a y . He w anted  them to  a p p ly  to  O x fo rd 's

12 . J .H .N . -  Memorandum, 1 867.
13 . Over two hundred s ig n e d  i t ,
14 . T a lb o t -  M anning, A p r i l  23, I 867.
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e x i s t in g  c o l le g e s ,  and ta k e  advantage o f  th e  e d u c a tio n  w hich Oxford

a lo n e  co u ld  g iv e  them w h i l s t  h o ld in g  f a s t  to  t h e i r  f a i t h  by a t te n d in g

h is  O ra to ry  w henever th e y  co u ld . The n o v an tian ism  o f men l i k e

Wiseman and Manning alarm ed  him;

" In s te a d  o f  a im ing a t  b e in g  a w orld  pow er, 
we a re  s h r in k in g  in to  o u r s e lv e s ,  n a rro w in g  
l i n e s  o f communion, tre m b lin g  a t  freedom  o f 
th o u g h t, and u s in g  th e  lan g u ag e  o f dismay 
and d e s p a i r , "  ( 13 )

and th e r e f o r e  he doubted  i f  i t  w as p o s s ib le  to  e s t a b l i s h  a t r u l y

C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i ty .  How cou ld  you g u a ra n te e  to  e d u c a te  y o u r s tu d e n ts

in  an i n s t i t u t i o n  w hich was w a lle d  up a g a in s t  h o s t i l e  d o c tr in e s ?  The

c u l t i v a t io n  o f th e  i n t e l l e c t ,  w hich f o r  Newman was th e  essen ce  o f

u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n , was im p o ss ib le  u n le s s  s tu d e n ts  w e re  f r e e  to

ru n  th e  g a u n t le t  o f  u n b e l ie f ,  smd f o r  th id  re a s o n  he came to  th e

c o n c lu s io n  th a t  d en o m in a tio n a l ism a t  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  was

u n d e s ir a b le .
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

HIS REACTION TO MANÎ IINC’S KENSINGTON SCHEME 

Newman*d a t t i t u d e  i s  b e s t  u n d e rs to o d  by t r a c i n g  h is  r e a c t io n

to  M anning’s K ensing ton  scheme. The l a t t e r ,  f o r  a l l  h i s  o p p o s it io n  to
/

an O xford O ra to ry , was w e l l  aw are t h a t  som eth ing  had to  b e  done to

m eet th e  demands o f  th o s e  C a th o lic s  who re q u ire d  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n ,

and in  1 87I he o rg a n ise d  a n a t io n a l  c o n fe re n c e  to  d is c u s s  th e  m a tte r ,

A su b -co m m ittee  o f  f iv e  was s e t  up by th e  co n fe ren c e  to  fo rm u la te

p o l i c y ,  one member r e p re s e n t in g  th e  h ie r a r c h y ,  one th e  s e c u la r

c o l le g e s  and th r e e  th e  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  and th e y  drew up a l i s t  o f

q u e s tio n s  f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n  to  C a th o lic  s c h o o ls .  The m ost s ig n i f i c a n t

o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  was as fo llo w s ;

"Would you be d isp o sed  to  lo o k  fa v o u ra b ly  on 
any one o r  more o f  th e  fo llo w in g  schem es;
A c e n t r a l  b oard  o f  exam iners f o r  C a th o l ic s ,  
more o r  l e s s  on th e  model o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  London; th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  p r iz e s  f o r  
c o m p e tit io n  open to  a l l  o u r C a th o l ic  c o l le g e s ;  
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f one o r  more s e p a r a te  houses 
o f  h ig h e r  s tu d y  such as m igh t form  th e  n u c le u s  
o f a f u tu r e  C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i t y ,  o r  an a tte m p t 
to  o b ta in  ad m issio n , w ith o u t r e s id e n c e ,  to  th e  
d e g re e  ex am in a tio n s  o f  Oxford and Cambridge on 
te rm s to  w hich C a th o lic s  co u ld  a g re e ,"  ( l  )

Newman was asked f o r  h i s  view s -  "no ev id en ce  from you w ould be to
( 2 )have O th e l lo  a c te d  w ith  th e  p a r t  o f  O th e llo  o m itted"^  -  b u t he

r e fu s e d .  He had no f a i t h  in  M anning;

" I  d id  n o t go to  th e  m ee tin g  and th e  o n ly  
a d v ic e  I  can g iv e  o th e rs  i s  n o t to  go e i t h e r  
i  have n o t t r u s t  in  th e  i n i t i a t i v e , "  ( 3 )

1 ,  Sp' îAcuf  No ^
2, S p en cer N o r th c o te  -  J .H .N ., F eb ru a ry  1 7 , 1&72.
3 , J .H .N . -  S h i t l y ,  November 21 , 1871.
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and m a in ta in ed  t h a t  w hat was b e in g  p roposed  d id  n o t  approx im ate  to

th e  id e a  o f a u n iv e r s i ty .  How co u ld  he su p p o rt a n o n -re s  id  e n t i a l

c o u rse  a t  Oxford o r  Cambridge o r  a board  o f  exam iners based on th e

London model when he had alw ays argued  t h a t  r e s id e n c e  was an  i n t e g r a l

p a r t  o f  a u n iv e r s i ty  ed u ca tio n ?

"R esidence w ith o u t exam inations comes n e a re r  
to  th e  id e a  o f  a u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  th a n  
ex am in a tio n s  w ith o u t r e s id e n c e ."  ( 4 )

Thè C a th o lic  ch u rch , he s a i d ,  had n o t y e t  c l a r i f i e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,

i t  f a i l e d  to  u n d e rs tan d  w hat a u n iv e r s i ty  was and th e r e f o r e  he was

u n w ill in g  to  d is c u s s  th e  m a t te r  any f u r th e r .

( 5 )J ,  D. Holmes, in  an a r t i c l e  on t h i s  s u b je c t ,  has shown t h a t

th e  com m ittee re p o r te d  overw helm ingly  in  f a v o u r  o f  a C a th o lic  c o l le g e

s i tu a te d  e i t h e r  in  Oxford o r  C am bridge, b u t as t h i s  m easure was n o t

one o f  th o se  o r ig i n a l l y  p ro p o sed , i t  was ru le d  o u t o f  o r d e r , T h e

com m ittee a ls o  d isc o v e re d  w id esp read  o p p o s itio n  to  any k ind  o f

a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  London. The r e c t o r  o f  R a t c l i f f e  C o lle g e , f o r  exam ple,

d e c la re d  th a t

"London U n iv e r s i ty  i s  m a n ife s t ly  h e ld  in  l i t t l e  
esteem  and i s ,  in  g e n e ra l ,  p ronounced a m isnom er."  ( 7 )

To s tu d y  f o r  a d e g re e  a t  London, he s a id ,  i s  n o t u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n ,

however e x c e l le n t  th e  c o u rse  m ight b e . The r e c t o r  o f S to n y h u rs t

m a in ta in ed  t h a t  C a th o lic s  co u ld  on ly  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e  in  th e  w orld  by

4 . J .H .N , -  S pencer N o r th c o te ,  F eb ru a ry  23 , 1872.
5 . In  'The M onth*, f o r  J a n u a ry , I 963 .
6 . Holmes assum es th a t  t h i s  p ro v es  t h a t  Manning was o u t o f  touch

w ith  contem porary  C a th o l ic  o p in io n .
7 . Quoted by Holmes in  'T he Month* f o r  J a n u a ry , I 963 .
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a t t a i n i n g  a u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n  p ro v id e d  "no-w here b u t a t  th e  two

( 7 )g r e a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s " ,  * w h i l s t  T* W* A l l i e s  concluded t h a t  "a

s e p a r a te  u n iv e r s i ty  f o r  E n g lis h  C a th o lic s  (w as) a mere phantom of

c loud  cuckoo land" and l i k e  many o f h i s  f r i e n d s  p re s s e d  f o r

" th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a  C a th o lic  h a l l  o r  
c o l le g e  a t  O xford o r  Cambridge ( a s )  . . .  th e  
o n ly  p la n  f o r  w hich  th e re  was any 
en th u siasm , . . . "  (?)

Manning ig n o red  h is  co m m ittee 's  f in d in g s  and s e t  up a C a th o lic

U n iv e r s i ty  in  K ensing ton  u n d er c l e r i c a l  c o n t ro l .  Newman, how ever,

re fu s e d  to  re c o g n is e  i t ,  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  i t  would f a i l ;

" . . .  d e la y  i s  th e  b e s t  th in g  f o r  us -  though 
we may s u f f e r  i t  f o r  a w hole g e n e ra t io n ,"  (8 )

and ex p re sse d  th e  o p in io n  th a t  Manning co n s id e re d  an ig n o ra n t l a i t y
/ o \

as th e  o n ly  k in d  w hich was m anageable. '  I f  he

" . . .  was p u t on th e  r a c k ,  and fo rc e d  to  name 
some scheme o r  o th e r  f o r  C a th o lic  u n iv e r s i ty  
e d u c a tio n  when n o th in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  is  
p o s s ib le  (he  w ould) n o t p ro p o se  a C a th o lic  
u n iv e r s i t y  . . .  " ( 9 )

b eca u se  Manning and h is  b ish o p s  had no in te n t io n  o f  g iv in g  th e  l a i t y

(9 )"a  r e a l  one".  ̂ He th e r e f o r e  r e p e a te d  h is  o r ig i n a l  argum ent t h a t

th e  b e s t  co u rse  was to  a llow  C a th o lic s  to  a t te n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  l i k e

O xford and Cam bridge and to  s e t  up a  m iss io n  worked by o rd e rs  l i k e

th e  J e s u i t s  to  m in is te r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  n eed s .

" I  do n o t know how to  avoid  th e  c o n c lu s io n  
th a t  mixed e d u c a tio n  in  th e  h ig h e r  schoo ls  
i s  as much a n e c e s s i ty  now in  E ng land , a s

?» Quoted by Holmes in  'T he Month' f o r  Ja n u a ry , I 965 .
8 , J .H .N . -  S p en cer N o r th c o te , A p r i l  17 , 1872.
9 . J .H .N . -  S p en cer N o rth c o te , A p r i l  7 , 1872.
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i t  was in  th e  E a s t  in  th e  days o f S t .  B a s i l  
and S t .  C hrysostom  . . .  In  a l a r g e  u n iv e r s i ty  
th e r e  a r e  good s e t s  and had s e t s ;  and a y o u th  
has a chance o f choosing  betw een them. In  a 
sm a ll e x c lu s iv e  body th e r e  is  no c h o ic e ; and 
one bad member r u in s  f o r  a tim e  th e  whole 
community. Thus th e  open u n iv e r s i t y  . . .  may 
be even s a f e r  th a n  a c lo s e  C a th o lic  c o l l e g e ."  ( lO)

10, J.H.N, -  Memorandum, 1872.
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

CONCLUSION

C, S , D essa in  h as  argued th a t  Newman's " l i f e  form ed a u n i ty

(1 )b ased  on th e  same fundam en tal p r in c i p l e s " .  However, when he came 

to  w r i te  h i s  memoirs a t  th e  age o f s e v e n ty - th r e e ,  Newman found i t  

im p o ss ib le  to  r e c a l l  w hat he was l i k e  when he was young -  i t  was as

( 2 )though he was lo o k in g  b a c k , he s a id ,  "on a n o th e r  p e r s o n ," '  * and

th e r e f o r e  he was u n a b le  to  t r a c e  th e  o r ig in s  o f h i s  e d u c a tio n a l  id e as

in  th e  same way t h a t  he had d e sc r ib e d  th e  o r ig in s  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l

th o u g h t, T his m igh t e x p la in  why so  many b io g ra p h e rs  and

com m entators have c o n s id e re d  h is  e a r l i e s t  y e a rs  i r r e l e v a n t  and why

C u l l e r ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  concluded t h a t  p r i o r  to  h i s  e l e c t i o n  as a  fe llo w

o f  O r ie l ,  h is  p h ilo so p h y  o f ed u c a tio n  was b a r re n :  "Newman's id e a  o f a

u n iv e r s i t y " ,  he m a in ta in e d , was " f i r s t  formed on th e  model o f  th e

O r ie l  common room.

However, B ishop Gordon W heeler has s t a t e d  t h a t

"from  e a r ly  ch ild h o o d  (Newman) re c e iv e d  a h o s t  
o f  in f lu e n c e s  l a t e r  to  e x p re ss  th em se lv es  in  
h i s  c h a r a c te r  and l i f e . "  ( 5 )

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  W heeler made no a tte m p t to  d e f in e  th e s e  in f lu e n c e s

o r  to  a s s e s s ,  f o r  exam ple, th e  r e l a t i v e  im portance  o f th e  r o le s

p la y e d  by h is  p a r e n ts  and s c h o o lte a c h e rs  in  f a s h io n in g  h is  i n t e r e s t

1 . "The C a th o lic  H is to r i c a l  R eview ", A p r i l ,  I 96O.
2. J .H .N , -  A. M ozley, F eb ru ary  28, 1 875.
3 . i n  th e  "A po log ia" .
4 . "The Im p e r ia l  I n t e l l e c t " ,  by A. Dwight C u l l e r ,  p . 45.
5 . An e ssa y  in  "Homage to  Newman", 1 845-1945»
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in  th in g s  e d u c a tio n a l;  n e v e r th e le s s  h i s  te s tim o n y  i s  b ro a d ly  in  

acco rd  w ith  t h a t  o f  D essa in  and a ls o  in  l i n e  w ith  Newman's th e o ry  

t h a t  one a c q u ire s  o n e 's  o p in io n s  by a p ro c e ss  o f  a d o p tio n , c o r r e c t io n  

and s y s té m a tis a t io n  w hich b eg in s  in  th e  c ra d le  and c o n tin u e s  

i n d e f i n i t e l y .

In  th e  D isc o u rse s  Newman ad m itted  t h a t  o v er th e  y e a rs  h is  mind 

had undergone changes o f one k in d  o r  a n o th e r ,  b u t so  f a r  as h is  

e d u c a tio n a l  th e o r ie s  w ere  concerned  he c la im ed  t h a t  i t  had "known no 

v a r i a t i o n  o r  v a c i l l a t i o n  o f  o p i n i o n " ; h i s  v ie w s, he s a i d ,  had grown 

in to  h is  system  o f  th o u g h t and h av in g  been p ro fe s s e d  " a t  an  e a r ly  

p e r io d  o f  l i f e " ,^ ^ ^  th e y  had been  su b se q u e n tly  r e in fo r c e d  by h is  

a d u l t  e x p e r ie n c e s .

In  some r e s p e c ts  Newman's te s t im o n y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e .  

I t  i s  n o t e a sy , f o r  exam ple, to  d em o n stra te  how a t  th e  age o f  tw en ty  

he p ro fe s s e d  a b e l i e f  in  th e  u n iv e r s a l i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  o f know ledge. 

H aving ranged  a c ro s s  th e  broad h o riz o n s  o f know ledge o f  h is  own 

v o li t io n ^ a n d  h av in g  s tu d ie d  a v a s t  number o f d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s ,  he 

was c e r t a in l y  in  a p o s i t io n  to  co n tem p la te  th e  c i r c l e  o f  s c ie n c e s  

and th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een one sc ie n c e  and a n o th e r ,  b u t i t  i s  d o u b t

f u l  i f  he was c a p a b le  o f i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f A quinas and 

Bacon, b o th  o f whom produced th e o r i e s  on th e s e  s u b je c t s ,  w ith  th e  

d e g re e  o f e r u d i t io n  w hich he d is p la y e d  when he com piled  h i s  D isc o u rse s  

some t h i r t y  y e a rs  l a t e r .

6 , 'D isc o u r se s ' ,  p . 4 .
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I t  i s  e q u a lly  d i f f i c u l t  to  show t h a t  h is  contem pt f o r  p ap e r 

lo g i c  was ro o te d  in  h i s  ch ildhood  and a d o le sc e n t e x p e r ie n c e s . I t  was 

n o t  u n t i l  he r e j e c te d  th e  r a t io n a l i s m  o f W hately a t  th e  age o f tw en ty - 

f i v e  o r  tw e n ty -s ix  t h a t  Newman's th e o ry  o f th e  w hole man began to  

assume any k ind  o f  d e f i n i t e  form . N e v e r th e le s s ,  h i s  d ram a tic  conver

s io n  to  C alv in ism  when he was s t i l l  a t  sc h o o l, to g e th e r  w ith  h is  

su b se q u en t a tte m p ts  to  r i d  h im se lf  o f  s u b je c t iv i t y  -  he  gave up go ing  

to  th e  th e a t r e ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  b eca u se  he co n s id e re d  i t  s e l f  in d u lg e n t - 

foreshadow ed th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f h i s  e v e n tu a l p o s i t i o n .

In  o th e r  a s p e c ts  i t  i s  somewhat e a s i e r  to  t r a c e  th e  o r ig in  o f 

h is  th o u g h t. C o n s id e r , f o r  exam ple, h i s  th e o ry  o f  l i b e r a l  knowledge.

As I  have shown, as a c h i ld  and a d o le sc e n t a t  sch o o l Newman was 

in v o lv ed  in  a h o s t  o f c r e a t iv e  and c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s :  in  m usic and 

dram a, in  re a d in g  and w r i t i n g ,  in  o rg a n is in g  c lu b s , e d i t in g  m agazines 

and p ro d u c in g  o peras and b u r le s q u e s . At u n iv e r s i ty  he was cau g h t up 

in  a v a r i e t y  o f e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a , a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a s im i la r  k in d : p la y in g  

in  an o r c h e s t r a ,  e s ta b l i s h in g  a d e b a tin g  and l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty ,  w r i t i n g  

p o e try ,  a t te n d in g  l e c tu r e s  on s u b je c t s  l i k e  geology and m ineralogy^ and 

v e n tu r in g  anonymously in to  p a m p h le te e r in g . These l i b e r a l i s i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  made an im p ressio n  upon h is  m en ta l n a tu re  -  he r e ta in e d  

an a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  m ost o f  them a l l  h i s  l i f e  -  and h av in g  been 

in tro d u c e d  a t  O r ie l  to  th e  fo rm a lise d  s c ie n c e  o f l i b e r a l  know ledge, 

he le a n e d  h e n c e fo r th  upon th e  argum ents o f A r i s t o t l e ,  C ic e ro  and 

C o p le sto n  to  d em onstra te  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f a p ro p o s i t io n  to  w hich he 

had a lre a d y  a s s e n te d .
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Newman's concep t o f th e  te a c h e r - p u p i l  r e la t io n s h ip  can a ls o  he 

tr a c e d  hack to  h i s  ch ildhood  y e a r s .  When he argued  a g a in s t  an i c e 

bound w orld  in  w hich th e  p e rs o n a l  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  te a c h e r  was 

e lim in a ted ^ an d  c a l le d  f o r  e d u c a to rs  to  behave  as though th e y  w ere 

alma m a te r s , he was h a rk in g  back to  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  w hich had 

e x is te d  betw een h im se lf  and Dr. N ich o las  ^and th e  in t im a te  r a p p o r t  

which he had en joyed  w ith  Mr. M ayers. The com passionate  atm osphere 

o f E a lin g  S choo l c o n tra s te d  shairp ly  w ith  T r i n i t y 's  in d i f f e r e n c e ,  

and th e re f o r e /h a v in g  seen b o th  s id e s  of th e  c o in ,  no soo n er had he 

been ap p o in ted  a t u t o r  a t  O r ie l  th a n  he began to  ap p ly  th o se  

p a s to r a l  m ethods f o r  w hich D r. N ich o las  w as renow ned.

A ttr a c te d  a t  an e a r l y  age by th e  n o v e ls  o f  W a lte r  S c o t t ,  

c a p t iv a te d  by th e  c l a s s i c s  and th e  a n t iq u i ty  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w o rld , 

and in  s p i t e  o f h i s  unhappy e x p e rie n c e s  a t  T r i n i t y ,  im pressed by 

th e  im portance O xford a t ta c h e d  to  t r a d i t i o n ,  Newman to o k  in s t a n t ly  

to  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  C o le rid g e  and v in d ic a te d  th o s e  ed u ca tio n g il 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hich had s tood  th e  t e s t  o f tim e .

He a ls o  made u se  o f h is  e a r l i e s t  " le sso n s" ^ ^ ^  in  d e f in in g  h is  

id e a l  s tu d e n t :  h is  man o f  im p e r ia l i n t e l l e c t  and p h ilo s o p h ic  h a b i t .

H is f a th e r  had alw ays p re s s e d  him to  ta k e  h is  s tu d ie s  s e r io u s ly ,  

w h i ls t  h i s  m other had encouraged  him to  m a in ta in  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f 

p e rs o n a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and behave l i k e  a gen tlem an . Newman th e r e f o r e  

ex pec ted  h is  id e a l  s tu d e n t to  r e a c t  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  to  h is  t e a c h e r 's

7. 'D iscourses ', p .8,



249.

le a d  in  a h ig h  minded fa s h io n , and to  a c t  tow ards a l l  men w ith  

g e n t i l i t y ,  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and com passion . Having f a i l e d  to  adopt a 

p ro p e r  b a lan ce  betw een h is  s tu d ie s  and h is  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  

T r i n i t y  -  Nevvman d e e la re d  th a t  h is  mind a t  t h a t  s ta g e  was a 

" la b y r in th "  -  he re c o g n ise d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f t r a i n i n g ,  and argued  

t h a t  a s tu d e n t  sh o u ld  guard  a g a in s t  th e  t r a p s  in to  w hich he h im se lf  

had f a l l e n .  He sh o u ld  avo id  hap h azard  and in d is c r im in a te  judgm ents 

and sh o u ld  seek  a f t e r  c l a r i t y  and t r u t h  in  a  d is c r im in a t in g  fa s h io n .

C u l le r  has s t a t e d  t h a t  Newman's id e a l  s tu d e n t cou ld  n o t  have 

been based upon h is  own e x p e r ie n c e s ^ s in c e  i t  was a f a c e t  o f  h is  

im ag in a tio n  -  th e  image in  h i s  m in d 's  eye r a t h e r  th a n  th e  image in  

h i s  g la ss^ ^ ^  -  b u t t h i s  i s  u n lik e ly ^  i f  o n ly  because  Newman th o u g h t o f 

th e  im a g in a tio n  as a f a c u l ty  w hich was r e l a t e d  s y n th e t i c a l ly  to  th e  

t o t a l i t y  o f o n e 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  and a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t  to  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e s .

H aving o u t l in e d  th e  most c m c i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f Newman's 

e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo so p h y  in  my in t r o d u c t io n  and h av in g  s e t  them a g a i n s t  

a b io g ra p h ic a l  background , I  have shown t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  

d iv o rc e  h is  th e o r i e s  from  h is  e a r l i e s t  e x p e r ie n c e s . H is id e a  o f  a 

u n iv e r s i ty  co u ld  n o t  th e r e f o r e  have been " f i r s t  form ed on th e  model 

o f  th e  O r ie l  common room". H is th e o r ie s  u n d o u b ted ly  m atured as a 

r e s u l t  o f  what he le a rn e d  a t  O r ie l  -  " th e y  d id  b u t ta k e  g r e a te r  

h o ld  upon me as I  w as in tro d u ced  to  th e  re c o rd  o f a n t iq u ity " ^ ^ ^  -  

b u t th e  b a s ic  fo u n d a tio n s  upon whnh th e y  w ere  b u i l t  o r ig in a te d

8. "The Im p e ria l I n t e l l e c t " ,  by A .Dwight C u l le r ,  p . 204.
9 . 'D i s c o u r s e s ',  p .4 .



250.

e a r l i e r .  B rought up in  r e l a t i v e l y  r e f in e d  and c i v i l i s e d  A ugustan 

su rro u n d in g s  i t  was n a tu r a l  t h a t  Newman shou ld  have s e t  h is  f a c e  

a g a in s t  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  u t i l i t y ,  a p h ilo so p h y  w hich  w as f i n a l l y  con

summated by th e  m illo w n ers  and b u s in e s s  tycoons who d e s tro y e d  th e  

t r a n q u i l i t y  and s e r e n i t y  o f th e  w o rld  w hich he had known when he was 

young. I t  was e q u a l ly  n a tu r a l  t h a t  h av in g  been a llow ed  as a c h i ld  

and a d o le sc e n t to  speak  h is  mind -  in  h e r  book 'F a m ily  A d v e n tu re s ',  

H a r r i e t t  r e c a l le d  t h a t  he was n e v e r  a t  a lo s s  f o r  w ords and l ik e d  

n o th in g  b e t t e r  th a n  an academ ic argum ent -  he sh o u ld  have s t r e s s e d  th e  

im po rtan ce  o f i n t e l l e c t u a l  freedom ; elbow-room to  p ro s e c u te  th e  

f r o n t i e r s  o f know ledge r e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  consequences.

I f  th e s e  w ere th e  ways in  which Newman's a d u l t  th e o r i e s  

o r ig in a te d ,  w hat can b e  s a id  by way o f c o n c lu s io n  ab o u t how he 

a p p lie d  them?

I t  has alw ays been re c o g n is e d  t h a t  he w as in v o lv ed  in  th e  

p r a c t i c a l  as  w e ll  as th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a s p e c ts  o f e d u c a tio n , b u t a l l  

too  o f te n  i t  has been assumed t h a t  he was in te r e s te d  on ly  in  h ig h e r  

ed u c a tio n  and w as acq u a in te d  s o l e l y  w ith  th e  q u ad ran g les  o f  O xford 

and th e  sa lo n s  o f D ub lin . In  & .ct, Newman was more o f te n  engaged in  

e lem en ta ry  e d u c a tio n , in  fo u n d in g  sch o o ls  and te a c h in g  fundam entals  

to  c h i ld re n  and ju v e n ile s ^ th a n  he was in  th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  u n d e r

g ra d u a te s . He l iv e d  to  b e  e ig h ty - n in e ,  b u t w hereas he s p e n t on ly  

s ix  y e a rs  as a t u t o r  a t  O r ie l  and l e s s  th a n  f iv e  as r e c t o r  o f th e  

U n iv e rs i ty  o f I r e la n d ,  in  one way o r  a n o th e r  he w as in v o lv ed  in  th e  

ru d im en ta ry  e d u c a tio n  o f  boys and o c c a s io n a l ly  g i r l s  f o r  m ost o f  h is  

l i f e .
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Newman was n e v e r  s la v i s h  in  a p p ly in g  h is  e d u c a t io n a l  th e o r ie s  

and sometimes m o d ified  them in  th e  l i g h t  o f r e a l i t y .  F o r  exam ple, 

when he opened th e  doors of h is  u n iv e r s i ty  in  D u b lin  to  th e  whole 

ran g e  o f s o c ie ty  by i n s t i t u t i n g  even ing  co u rse s  f o r  th e  a r t i s a n s  and 

lo w er c la s s e s  as w e ll  as u n d e rg ra d u a te  co u rse s  f o r  th e  g e n try , he was 

draw ing upon a w id e r  c l i e n t e l e  th a n  he had en v isag ed  in  h is  D is c o u rs e s . 

F u rth e rm o re , h av in g  opposed s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  in  th e o ry  he  w ent o u t o f 

h i s  way in  p r a c t i c e  to  p e rsu ad e  h i s  s t a f f  to  in v o lv e  them selves in  

a l l  manner o f r e s e a rc h  p r o j e c t s ,  and h av in g  c la im ed  t h a t  th e  ch u rch  

was in  th e  b e s t  o f  p o s s ib le  p o s i t i o n s  to  p a t r o n i s e  a u n iv e r s i ty  s in c e  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  a lo n e  p o sse ssed  th e  key to  t r u t h ,  he w ent back on t h i s  

and advocated  th e  ty p e  o f u n d en o m in a tio n a l system  w hich now a p p l ie s .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  he seldom  s tr a y e d  f a r  from th e  b a s ic  con cep ts  

around w hich h is  p h ilo so p h y  o f  e d u c a tio n  was woven. S e n s i t iv e  always 

to  t r a d i t i o n  -  t h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  marked in  D ub lin  ^where he 

i n s t i t u t e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ty p e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  u n iv e r s i ty  -  em phatic 

upon s ta n d a rd s ,  m oral a s  w e ll  as i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  hence h i s  c o n f ro n ta tio n s  

w ith  Hawkins and D a m e l l ,  and a l iv e  to  th e  dangers o f academ ic 

d is c r im in a t io n  -  he re fu s e d  to  allow  th e o lo g y  any k ind  o f  p re fe re n c e  -  

he a p p lie d  h i s  th e o r ie s  in  a rem arkab ly  c o n s is te n t  m anner.

A lthough he made c o n c e ss io n s  to  u t i l i t a r i a n  ends -  in  D u b lin  

he opened sc h o o ls  o f m ed ic in e , law  and a p p lie d  s c ie n c e ,  and as  head m aste r 

o f th e  O ra to ry  Schoo l p re p a re d  h is  boys f o r  Woolwich a s  w e l l  as Oxford 

and Cambridge -  he w as c o n s c io u s , i f  on ly  because  o f th e  hedonism  o f 

th e  age in  w hich he l i v e d ,  o f th e  o v e r r id in g  im portance o f  p r e s e rv in g
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th e  a n c ie n t  t r a d i t i o n  o f l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n . In  D u b lin  and a t  E dgbaston  

he a ffo rd e d  h i s  s tu d e n ts  and p u p i l s  a v a r i e t y  o f  l i b e r a l i s i n g  oppor

t u n i t i e s  a k in  to  th o s e  he had engaged in  h im s e lf ,  a c t i v i t i e s  w hich 

ranged  from c l a s s i c a l  m usic and Greek drama to  h o rse  r id in g  and 

c r i c k e t ,  and a ls o  in s i s t e d  upon a re la x e d  and easy  atm osphere in  

w hich r u le s  and r e g u la t io n s  w ere c u t to  a minimum. In  o th e r  w ords, 

he a p p lie d  th e  k in d  o f  l i b e r a l  e th o s  in  p r a c t i c e  w hich he had p ro 

fe s s e d  in  th e o ry , one which approx im ated  more c lo s e ly  to  th e  

r e n a is s a n c e  id e a l  o f s p re z z a tu ra  th a n  th e  V ic to r ia n  g o sp e l o f s e l f -  

h e lp .

H aving argued t h a t  a te a c h e r  sh o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  a c lo s e  and 

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  h is  p u p i l s ,  a t  O r ie l ,  L i t t le m o re ,  M aryvale 

and E dgbaston , Nev/man d id  h is  b e s t  to  f o s t e r  a h a m o n io u s  ra p p o r t  

w ith  e a c h  o f h is  c h a rg e s , w h i ls t  in  I r e la n d  he en su red  t h a t  h is  

t u t o r s  d id  l ik e w is e .  At L i t t le m o re  he was j u s t  as in t e r e s te d  in  

k eep in g  th e  c h i ld r e n  n e a t  and t i d y  a s  he was in  te a c h in g  them 

s c r i p t u r e ,  and a t  M aryvale he was as  e q u a l ly  concerned  w ith  th e  b o y s ' 

h a p p in e ss  as he w as in  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  In  D ub lin  he i n s i s t e d  on an 

e f f i c i e n t  c o l l e g ia te  system  in  w hich h i s  lo d g in g  house deans a tte n d e d  

to  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts ' te m p o ra l and m oral w e l l  b e in g , w h i l s t  a t  E dgbaston  

he su p p o rted  Mrs. W o o tten 's  m a te r n a l i s t i c  m ethods even though he a l l  

b u t d e s tro y e d  th e  sch o o l by do ing  so .

L eav ing  a s id e  th e  o th e r  rea so n s  f o r  h i s  q u a r re l  w ith  D a m e l l ,  

i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Newman p r e f e r r e d  to  r e t a i n  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f h is  

dame r a th e r  th a n  th o se  o f  h i s  h eadm aster. G iven th e  changes w hich
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w ere ta k in g  p la c e  a t  t h a t  tim e in  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  "between h eadm asters  

and t h e i r  s t a f f s ,  Newman's a t t i t u d e  was u n c o n v e n tio n a l,  and t h i s  

in c id e n t  r e v e a ls  b e t t e r  th a n  any o th e r  th e  d eg ree  o f im portance w hich 

he a t ta c h e d  in  p r a c t i c e  to  h is  n o tio n  o f  p a s to r a l  c a re .

The u n d e rs ta n d in g  and h e lp  w hich he^^s^wed to  h i s  s tu d e n ts  a t  

O r ie l  was echoed a t  M aryvale and E dgbaston  by th e  ways in  w hich he 

a t te n d e d  to  p a r e n ta l  whims and f a n c ie s  and a c c ep ted  th e  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f t h e i r  so n s . He jo in e d  in  m u sic a l ev e n in g s  and e n d -o f- te rm  

f e s t i v i t i e s ^  and in te rv ie w e d  each boy in  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  h is  own room 

a t  th e  end o f t e r m  to  d is c u s s  h is  p ro g re s s ,  and in  th e s e  ways b u i l t  

up a ra p p o r t  w hich w as u n u su a l f o r  th e  tim e .

As a c la ssro o m  te a c h e r ,  Newman w as i n f i n i t e l y  more e f f e c t i v e  

w ith  re sp o n s iv e  p u p i l s  th a n  d i f f i c u l t  ones, and yet^ u n lik e  so many 

o f h is  "V icto rian  c o u n te rp a r ts ,  he r e f r a i n e d  f rom u s in g  c o e rc io n . He 

c e r t a in l y  c h a s t i s e d  th o se  who w e re  id l e  and in a t t e n t i v e  -  he 

c r i t i c i s e d  C y r i l  A l l i e s  f o r  in s ta n c e  -  b u t in  l i n e  w ith  h is  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  

th e o r ie s  he n e v e r  adopted  p u n i t iv e  m easures to  b r in g  them to  h e e l .

The x ^ d er b ro th e r s  w ere c le v e r  and hardw orking^^ and Newman en joyed  

te a c h in g  them th e  rud im en ts  o f th e  c l a s s i c s  and m athem atics j u s t  as 

much a s  he d e l ig h te d  in  te a c h in g  s c r ip t u r e  to  th e  O ra to ry  S choo l s ix th  

form . However, he te n d e d  to  becom e i r r i t a t e d  by th o s e  who w ere 

e i t h e r  u n re sp o n s iv e  o r  d u l l ;  he  com plained to  h is  s i s t e r s  a b o u t th o se  

o f h i s  p r iv a te  p u p i l s  a t  Oxford who w asted  h i s  tim e , and moaned abou t

1 0. They fo llo w ed  Newman to  D u b lin .
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th e  L i t t le m o re  c h i ld r e n  who sang o u t o f key and seemed slow  to  p ic k  

up th e  complex cadences o f G reg o rian  c h a n t . I t  was n o t t h a t  Newman 

was o u t o f  touch  w ith  th o se  o f h i s  p u p ils  who w ere " la c k in g  in

( 1 1 )a p p l ic a t io n "  * -  h i s  ad v ice  to  h i s  t u t o r s  in  D ub lin  p ro v es  t h a t  he 

u n d ers to o d  th e  problem  b e t t e r  th a n  most -  b u t r a t h e r  t h a t  he f e l t  

in a d eq u a te  as a d i s c i p l in a r i a n  and sometimes had d i f f i c u l t y  in  

evoking a r e s p o n s e .

As an a d m in is t r a to r ,  Newman was i n f i n i t e l y  more com petent th a n  

h is  c r i t i c s  have a llo w ed . He o r i g i n a l l y  re v e a le d  an a p t i tu d e  f o r  

o rg a n is a t io n  as second in  command to  "'iHniately, th e  p r in c i p a l  o f S t .

(1 2 )A lban H a ll  in  1825, b u t i t  was n o t  u n t i l  he g o t to  I re la n d  t h a t  

he had o cca s io n  to  e x e r c i s e  h is  t a l e n t  on a grand s c a l e .  He cou ld  n o t 

have chosen to  open a u n iv e r s i ty  a t  a worsjl; tim e . The co u n try  was 

im poverished  and d e p re s s e d . T here  was h a rd ly  any demand f o r  u n iv e r s i ty  

e d u c a tio n , and h is  h o s ts  had l i t t l e  sym pathy w ith  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

id e a s  w hich he was t r y in g  to  im plem ent. None th e  l e s s  he s e t  up th e  

m achinery  and o rg a n is a t io n  o f governm ent, he g a th e re d  to g e th e r  a 

d is t in g u is h e d  s t a f f ,  b u i l t  a u n iv e r s i ty  ch u rch , e s ta b l i s h e d  a l i b r a r y ,  

opened lo d g in g  houses and l e c tu r e  h a l l s  in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  c i t y  

and p u b lish e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  u n i v e r s i t y 's  r e s e a r c h  in  le a rn e d  

jo u r n a l s .  He a d v e r t is e d  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  n o t on ly  th ro u g h o u t I r e la n d ,  

b u t in  Europe as w e ll  -  a number o f f o r e ig n e r s  e n ro l le d  w h i ls t  Newman

11. 'My campaign in  I r e l a n d ',  p . 118.
1 2. He h e ld  o f f i c e  f o r  one y e a r ,  and d u r in g  th a t  tim e t ig h te n e d  up

on c o l le g e  a d m in is tr a t io n  and h e lp ed  to  r a i s e  academ ic 
s ta n d a rd s .
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was r e c t o r  -  and in  th e  day to  d ay  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f u n iv e r s i ty  

a f f a i r s  he re v e a le d  h im se lf  to  he a sound f in a n c ie r  and an a s tu te  

b usinessm an . He d e le g a te d  much o f  h i s  a u th o r i ty  to  a b le  l i e u te n a n ts  

l i k e  S u lliv a n ^ w ith o u t r e l in q u is h in g  h i s  o v e r - a l l  c o n t r o l ,  and k e p t a 

f a i r l y  t i g h t  r e in  on th o s e  o f  h is  c o lle a g u e s  whose e f f ic ie n c y  was 

s u s p e c t .  In  o th e r  w o rd s, he d id  as much as he in te n d e d : he s e t  th e  

v e n tu re  o f f  and l e f t  i t  to  o th e rs  to  c o n tin u e  h is  w ork.

In  opening  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l, how ever, Newman was somewhat l e s s  

s u c c e s s f u l .  He made th e  m is tak e  f i r s t l y ,  o f  n o t  t r u s t i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

in  th e  p ro m o ters  -  he on ly  co n fid e d  in  B e l la s  i s  and Hope S c o t t  -  and . 

s e c o n d ly , o f o p tin g  o u t o f th e  s c h o o l’ s a f f a i r s  : as a r e s u l t  o f t h i s  

he l o s t  c o n t ro l  o v e r i t s  p o l i c i e s .

He was in  a d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  sen se  th a t^ w h erea s  th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f p ro m o ters  and p a re n ts  w anted th e  s c h o o l to  be based on 

th e  P r o te s ta n t  p u b l ic  schoo l m odel, he d id  n o t .  They a ls o  w anted to  

make th e  sch o o l ind ep en d en t o f O ra to r ia n  c o n t ro l ,a n d  Newman f e l t  t h a t  

he c o u ld  h a rd ly  le n d  h is  name to  an e n t e r p r i s e  o f t h i s  m agnitude 

w ith o u t r e ta in in g  some degree  o f c o n t r o l .  I t  i s  a d e b a ta b le  p o in t  

w h e th e r o r  n o t Newman was j u s t i f i e d  in  opposing  th e  p u b lic  sch o o l 

id e a l  on th e  one hand and dem anding an a b s o lu te  c o n t r o l  ov er th e  

s c h o o l 's  a f f a i r s  on th e  o th e r ,  b u t i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  had he made 

h is  p o s i t io n  c l e a r  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e s e  is s u e s  lo n g  b e fo re  he d id ,  

D a rn e ll  m ight n o t have been tem p ted  to  ta k e  m a tte r s  in to  h is  own han d s, 

^Thatever D a r n e l l 's  p e rs o n a l f a i l i n g s ,  he was g e n u in e ly  anx ious to  do 

h i s  b e s t  f o r  th e  school^ and was h e ld  in  h ig h  esteem  by h is  s t a f f  and
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th e  m a jo r i ty  o f p ro m o te rs , p a r e n ts  and hoys; and had he a p p re c ia te d  

Nev/man's p o s i t i o n ,  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  he w ould have been q u i te  as 

a u t o c r a t i c ,e s p e c i a l l y  as he and Newman w e re  f r ie n d s  o f  lo n g  s ta n d in g .

F o r  one who w as g e n u in e ly  u p s e t  by q u a r re ls  Newman had more 

th a n  h is  f a i r  s h a re .  B esid es  h i s  q u a r r e l  w ith  D a m e l l  and F lan ag h an , 

Moody and Oxenham, and A cton and S c o tt-M u rra y , he q u a r r e l le d  w ith  

lYhately^who was u n co n sc io u s  of th o se  r e g io n s  o f t r u t h  w hich Nev/man 

re c o g n ise d  as  u n fa th o m ab le , and Hawkins who was to o  a r ro g a n t to  

r e c o g n is e  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f reform s w hich he had n o t o r ig in a te d  h im s e lf .  

He q u a r r e l le d  w ith  C ullen ,w ho was so a f r a i d  o f a p o s ta c y  and th e  

r e f u t a t i o n  o f church  dogma th a t  he in te r p r e te d  t r u t h  in  a n a rro w er 

and more b ig o te d  fa s h io n  th a n  Newman cou ld  t o l e r a t e ;  and a ls o  w ith  

Wiseman, Manning and T albo t,w ho  found Newman's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 

t r u t h  even more fo rb id d in g  th a n  C u lle n  had . A ll  h i s  l i f e  Newman 

a rgued  w ith  th e  c o n v ic tio n  b o m  o f c e r t i t u d e  and c laim ed  in  th e  

A polog ia  t h a t  he had loved  h o n es ty  b e t t e r  th a n  name and d e a r  f r i e n d s .  

And y e t  he was sometimes d ece iv ed  by th o s e  around him. He had Hawkins 

e le c te d  as p ro v o s t o f O r ie l  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  on ly  to  d is c o v e r  a f t e r  h is  

e l e c t io n  t h a t  he was to o  d i c t a t o r i a l  and o v e rb e a rin g  to  make a 

su c c e ss  o f i t .  He a p p o in ted  D a m e l l  and Moody to  th e  O ra to ry  School 

on ly  to  d is c o v e r  t h a t  one was incom peten t and th e  o th e r  was d i s lo y a l ,  

and he a llow ed  Rougemont to  l i v e  u nder th e  same ro o f  w ith o u t r e a l i s in g  

th a t  he w as an im p o ste r and a f ra u d .

Newman's work as  an e d u c a to r  has to  be se e n  th e r e f o r e  in  a 

f a i r l y  b road  p e r s p e c t iv e ;  on th e  one hand as  p a r t  o f h is  v o c a t io n a l
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a tte m p t to  r e s i s t  th e  t i d e  o f m a te r ia lism  and u n b e l ie f ,  w hich was 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f V ic to r ia n  E ng land , and in  t h i s  he was more p ro s o ly te  

th a n  ed u ca to rs  l i k e  Jo w e tt o r  P a tt is o n ^  and on th e  o th e r  as a 

p ro f e s s io n a l  re sp o n se  to  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  c u l tu r a l  and u t i l i t a r i a n  

demands o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry .

He was u n ab le  to  h a l t  th e  swing tow ards m a te r ia l is m  and f r e e  

th in k in g ,  and y e t  by reaw akening th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  of 

E n g lish -sp e a k in g  C a th o lic s  ,and r e s i s t i n g  th e  a tte m p t to  reduce th e  

l a i t y  to  a s t a t e  o f  p a s s iv e  o rth o d o x y , he managed to  show how 

im p o rta n t i t  was to  d es ig n  a p a t t e r n  o f e d u c a tio n  w hich enab led  th e  

in d iv id u a l  to  cope w ith  th e  m en ta l and s p i r i t u a l  te n s io n s  o f th e  

s o c ie ty  in  w hich th e y  l iv e d .  E d u c a tio n  " in  th e  l a r g e  sense  o f th e  

word" had been  h is  " l in e " .
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■APPEM)ICES

APPENDIX A -  "A SHORT HISTORY OF EALING SCHOOL"

The sc h o o l was p r iv a t e ly  owned, h av ing  been e s ta b l is h e d  by a

Mr. P ie r c e ,  p ro b a b ly  in  1698 , P i e r c e ’s s o n - in - la w , th e  Rev, R, B,

S hury , a g ra d u a te  o f C h r is t  C hurch, O xford , had in h e r i te d  i t  in  1768

and he in  tu r n  p assed  i t  on to  h is  s o n - in - la w , th e  Rev, George N ic h o la s ,

o f Wadham C o lle g e , O xford, in  1789.

A f te r  N ic h o la s ' d e a th  in  1829, how ever, th e  sch o o l began to

d e c l in e ,  p ro d u c in g  on ly  th re e  p u p i ls  o f u l t im a te  c e l e b r i t y ;

T, H, H uxley, th e  s c i e n t i f i c  h u m an is t; H icks P a sh a , G ordon’s comrade

in  th e  Sudan; and W, S, G i lb e r t ,  th e  l i b r e t t i s t .  E a l in g 's  d e c l in e

m ust have been  r a p id  b ecau se  H uxley to ld  H e rb e rt S p en ce r;

" I  had two y e a rs  o f  a pandemonium o f a sc h o o l.
Though my way o f l i f e  h as  made me acq u a in te d  
w ith  a l l  s o r t s  and c o n d i t io n s  o f men from  th e  
h ig h e s t  to  th e  lo w e s t, I  d e l ib e r a t e ly  a f f i rm  
t h a t  th e  s o c ie ty  I  f e l l  in to  a t  sch o o l was th e  
w o rs t I  have e v e r  known. We boys w ere  average  
la d s ,  w ith  much th e  same i n t e r e s t  and c a p a c ity  
f o r  good and e v i l  as  any o th e r s ,  b u t th e  p eo p le  
who w ere s e t  ov er us cared  about as much fo r  
o u r i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m oral w e lf a r e  as i f  th e y  
w ere baby fa rm e rs . We w e re  l e f t  to  s t r u g g le  
f o r  e x is te n c e  among o u rse lv e s  and b u l ly in g  was 
th e  l e a s t  o f a l l  th e  i l l  p r a c t i c e s  c u r r e n t  
among u s , "

As a r e s u l t ,  " th e r e  was n o t a b o y ,"  he c la im ed , " who cou ld  e x p la in  

th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een an e q u i l a t e r a l  and an o b tu se  t r i a n g l e , "

H u x le y 's  e x p e rie n c e s  w ere o b v io u s ly  d i f f e r e n t  to  Newman's, b u t had 

N ic h o la s ' two sons p o sse ssed  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  z e s t  and t a l e n t ,  and had 

th e y  occupied  th em se lv es  l e s s  w ith  r id in g  and sh o o tin g  and more w ith  

te a c h in g  and a d m in is t r a t io n ,  t h i s  m ight n o t have been th e  ca se .
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B ro th e r  George to o k  o rd e rs  and r e t r e a t e d  to  th e  calm  o f a N o rfo lk

l i v i n g  in  1837» le a v in g  F ra n c is  to  c a r r y  on a lo n e , b u t th e  l a t t e r  was

an a b se n te e  h ead m aste r l i v in g  in  a sumptuous house in  th e  v i l l a g e  and

i t  was he who s o ld  th e  schoo l some tim e  in  th e  1 84.O* s ,

L eonard Huxley reco rd ed  t h a t  **the sch o o l b roke  up** abou t 1835

("T . H, Huxley**, by C. B ibby, p . 3 ) ,  b u t th e  c o l la p s e  w as tem porary

because  in  1 846 th e  o ld  b u i ld in g s  w ere dem olished  and a new sc h o o l,

c a l le d  "The Owls**, was b u i l t  in  i t s  p la c e .  An a d v e r t i s in g  campaign

was u n d e rta k e n  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  th e  s c h o o l 's  r e p u ta t io n ;

**Prom i t s  sp ac io u s  and commodius p rem ises  r e b u i l t  
a f  ew y e a rs  ago e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  sch o o l pu rp o ses  
to g e th e r  w ith  th e  h ig h  s c h o la r s h ip  and w e ll known 
s c i e n t i f i c  and l i t e r a r y  a t ta in m e n ts  o f th e  p r in c i p a l  
and a s s i s t a n t  m a s te rs , t h i s  o ld  s c h o o l i s  w e ll 
s u i te d  to  supp ly  th e  w an t o f a suburban  i n s t i t u t i o n  
o f h ig h  c h a ra c te r  com bining th e  ad v an tag es  o f E ton  
and Harrow and o th e r  g r e a t  sch o o ls  o f  a n c ie n t  
le a rn in g  w ith  th e  more p r a c t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  o f th e  
b e s t  mixed sch o o ls  o f th e  m e tro p o lis .  K in g 's  
c o l le g e  sc h o o l, th e  c i t y  o f London sc h o o l and 
o th e rs  o f a s im i la r  s ta n d in g , **

T his undated  p ro s p e c tu s ,  p re se rv e d  by Newman, co n ta in ed  h is  name

along  w ith  th e  names o f o th e r  c e le b ra te d  o ld  boys b u t he re c o g n ise d

t h a t  i t  was n o t th e  sc h o o l he knew as a boy and drew l i n e s  a c ro ss

th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  add ing  " t h i s  schoo l i s  a new concern  on new ground".

The new sc h o o l su rv iv ed  t i l l  1 894 w ith o u t ev e r re a c h in g  th e  s ta tu s

i t  p o sse sse d  d u rin g  N ic h o la s ' r e ig n  and th e n  c lo sed  i t s  doo rs  f o r  e v e r .
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APPENDIX B -  "THE KI'JIPE GEINDEE"

F i r s t  p e rso n ;

Second p e rs o n ;

"Needy k n if e  g r in d e r  w i th e r  a r t  thou  g o in g . Rough 

i s  th e  ro a d , y o u r w heel i s  o u t o f  o rd e r .  B leak blows 

th e  b l a s t ,  you r h a t  has g o t a h o le  in  i t .  So have 

y ou r b re e c h e s . Weary k n if e  g r in d e r  l i t t l e  th in k  th e  

proud ones who in  t h e i r  tu rn p ik e  coaches r o l l  a lo n g  

th e  tu rn p ik e  ro a d . What h a rd  work ' t i s  c ry in g  a l l  day 

"k n iv es  and s c i s s o r s  to  g r in d " .  T e l l  me k n if e  g r in d e r  

how came you to  g r in d  k n iv e s?  Did some r i c h  man

ty r a n n ic a l ly  u se  you? Was i t  some s q u ire  f o r  k i l l i n g

h is  game o r  covetous p a rso n  f o r  h i s  t r u t h s  r e s t r a i n i n g  

o r  ro g u is h  law yer made you lo s e  y o u r t i t l e  in  a la w s u it?  

Have you n o t re a d  th e  R ig h ts  o f Man by Thomas P a in e . 

Drops o f co n fu s io n  trem b le  on my e y e l id s  r e a d y  to  f a l l  

as soon as you have to ld  yo u r p i t i f u l  s to r y .

S to ry ,  God B le ss  you. I  have none to  t e l l  you. Only 

l a s t  n ig h t  a -d r in k in g  a t  th e  C hequers t h i s  poor o ld  

h a t  and b reech es  as you s e e  w ere to m  in  th e  s c u f f l e .  

C o n stab les  came up f o r  to  p u t  me in to  cu s to d y . They 

to o k  me b e fo re  th e  J u s t i c e .  Old Nixon p u t me in  th e  

p a r i s h  s to c k s  f o r  a v a g ra n t .  I  shou ld  be g la d  to  

d r in k  y o u r h o n o u r’ s h e a l th  in  a p o t o f b e e r  i f  you 

w i l l  g iv e  me s ix p e n c e , b u t f o r  my p a r t  I  n e v e r lo v e

to  meddle in  p o l i t i c s ,  s i r .
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F i r s t  p e rs o n ; I  g iv e  you s ix p en ce?  1*11 se e  th e e  k in g  f i r s t .

W retch whom no sen se  o f wrongs can come to  

vengeance, s o rd id ,  u n fe e l in g ,  r e p ro b a te ,  degraded  

s p i r i t l e s s  o u tc a s t ,  g o ."
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APPENDIX C -  "A BREAKING-UP SONG"

W ith r a p id  h a s te ,  th e  h o u rs  have p a s t  
And a l l  ou r c a re s  a re  ended 
The g o ld en  tim e now c la im s my rhyme 
When m ir th  and fun  a r e  b le n d e d .

L e t th e  young God now d e ig n  to  nod 
And p u t h is  p u rp le  fa c e  on 
ViHiile schoolboys lo n g  w ith  t o a s t s  o f song 
To h a s te  th e  g la d  v a c a tio n

W ith jocund  laugh  now l e t  us q u a ff  
The l i q u o r  sw eets d i s t i l l i n g  
iVhile f r e e  from  p a in  
W ith jo y  o u r h e a r t s  a re  f i l l i n g .

Our sy n ta x  r u le s  th e  p la g u e  o f  fo o ls  
L e t each now c e a s e  to  stammer 
Nor now f in d  cau se  w ith  d i r t y  paws 
To t e a r  h is  L a t in  grammar

Of h ie  haec  hoc we more mock 
And q u i quae quo d 's  d e c le n s io n  
S te m  Û  ̂ fv  ̂ o h is  way may go
No lo n g e r  c la im s a t t e n t i o n

No more th e  smacks o f couch ing  backs 
Prom H u x le y 's  hand b e f a l l  us 
No H e s lo p 's  v o ic e  subdues th e  n o is e  
Nor T e r r y 's  frown u p b ra id  us

L e t V i r g i l 's  s to r e  o f t r a g i c  lo r e  
And m o ra l is in g  F la  cens 
L e t T u l ly 's  sense  be f a r  from hence 
And y ie ld  to  j o l l y  Bacchus

Should Homer seek  w ith  z ig -z a g  Greek 
To s p o i l  our j o v i a l  r e v e l  
W ith P e l ia n  ra g e  a w ar w e'd  wage 
And k ic k  him to  th e  D e v il .
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APPENDIX D -  "AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER WRITTM IN THE STYLE OF
ADDISON" (1816)

"D ear S i r ,

I  am in  a sad  c o n d i t io n  and sho u ld  he much g r a t i f i e d  f o r  you r 

ad v ice  in  my ca se . I  mean to  s t a t e  th e  m a tte r  as im p a r t i a l ly  as 

p o s s ib le  and when you have re a d  i t  you w i l l  acknowledge th e  h a rd sh ip  

o f  my s i t u a t i o n .  I  am a young la d y  j u s t  tu rn e d  e ig h te e n , and I  may 

say  w ith o u t v a n i ty  a b e a u ty  as most young l a d ie s  have ( t e s t i f i e d ) .

I  can p la y  th e  p iano  ad m irab ly  and p r e t t y  w e ll  on th e  h a rp , am 

reckoned to  have a p r e t t y  good v o ic e ,  draw and p a in t  a l i t t l e  and can  

dance a w a lse  i f  r e q u ir e d ,  I  can  c o n v e rse  in  F rench  and I t a l i a n  and 

have read  th e  b e s t n o v e ls  and romances o f  th e  p re s e n t  day. **

Newman w ent on to  have th e  la d y  " in q u ir e  how she m ight d is p la y  

th e se  t a l e n t s " .  She was in  e s p e c ia l  d i f f i c u l t y  because o f  h e r  m o th e r 's  

c o n se rv a tism . What was she  to  do?

"AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER WRITTEN IN THE STYLE OF JOHNSON" (1816)

"Dear S i r ,

I  am a gen tlem an  tu rn e d  f i f t y  and have been a l l  my l i f e  in  th e  

p u r s u i t  o f p le a s u r e .  When a young man, I  in d u lg ed  m yself in  e v e ry  k in d  

o f in tem p eran ces , and found so much d e l ig h t  in  such  a co u rse  o f l i f e  

t h a t  I  th o u g h t th e  o p in io n s  o f  p h ilo so p h e rs  c h im e r ic a l and t h e i r  p r e 

c e p ts  n o n s e n s ic a l  and th e r e f o r e  as I  supposed i t  th e  du ty  o f  every o n e  

to  s t r i v e  a f t e r  h ap p in ess  I  d e te rm in ed  to  p u rsu e  t h a t  manner o f l i v i n g  

w hich seemed to  me most l i k e l y  to  p ro c u re  i t . "

Newman vent on to  e x p la in  t h a t  w ith  h is  h e a l th  gone and d e s e r te d  

by a l l  h is  f r i e n d s ,  th e  gen tlem an  a d v ise d  t h a t  o th e rs  shou ld  le a r n  

from  h is  e r r o r s  and n o t fo llo w  in  h i s  wake.
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APPEimiK E -  "AN EXTRACT FROM A PLAY"

T i t y r u s ; H ere as we s i t  and view  th e  hoys a t  p la y
r e jo i c in g  in  t h e i r  s u n h r ig h t h o lid a y  
W hile some a t  f iv e s  a t ta c k  th e  p a t i e n t  w a ll  
and o th e rs  g lo ry  in  th e  b a t  and b a l l  
Be o u r employ in  p h ilo s o p h ic  ease 
Calm ly to  e a t  th e  s c a n ty  b read  and cheese  
liThich b la c k  eyed Johnson o f  th e  u n tid y  cap 
C uts o f f  f o r  2d, to  eac h  hungry  chap 
and to  b e g u i le  away th e  h u n g 'r in g  tim e  
to  choose some s u b je c t  gay o r  g ra v e  f o r  rhyme , , ,

M elibueous; W orthy th e  s u b je c t  f o r  we have essayed  
To a c t  th e  c l a s s i c  p la y s  th e  ( ) made
And w e 've  b eh e ld  you w ith  y o u r a l t e r e d  mien 
The P y th ia s ,  th e  S y ru s , Dams o f th e  scene 
and I 'v e  a ttem p ted  M i l t i o 's  g e n t le  a i r  
and S im o 's  an g er a t  h is  s p e n d th r i f t  h e i r .

T i ty r u s ; Sweet i s  th e  n o t ic e  t h a t  p ro c la im s  t h a t  a l l
May be in  bed u n t i l  a l a t e r  c a l l  
Sweet i s  D ecem ber's 1 s t  o r  th e  1 s t  o f June 
T hat shows th e  h o lid a y s  a r e  coming soon 
Sweet i s  th e  hour w hich h a i l s  th e  in c ip ie n t  r u le  
Of th e  new c a p ta in  o f ou r numerous sch o o l 
But f a r  more d e a r  th e  g la d  a u sp ic io u s  day 
The D r. t e l l s  me we may have a p la y .

M elibueous ; G rievous th e  q u a r te r  b e l l  w hich makes us r i s e  
And don o u r c lo th e s  and w ash o u r f a c e  and eyes 
G rievous th e  day when back to  sch o o l we go 
And le a v e  o u r  homes w ith  h u n g rin g  s te p s  slow  
G rievous th e  tim e when w ith  r e l e n t l e s s  r i g h t  
The b i r c h  descends s t e m  m in is te r  o f  f a t e  
But f a r  more g r ie v o u s  i s  th e  burdened h ou r 
T hat say s  w ith  sav ag e  jo y  th e  p la y  i s  o 'e r .

T i ty r u s ; Oh say  in  f u tu r e  days w hat f a t e  decreed  
F o r  you and me and a l l  who s k in  th e  mead 
Behold th e  mind i n t u i t i v e l y  s o a r  
and lo n g  to  s c a n  th e  v a r io u s  scenes in  s to r e  
The th o u g h t would w e a r us o u t w ith  g ro u n d le s s  hope 
and mad im patience  i f  we g iv e  i t  sco p e .

M elibueous ; What q u ick  t r a n s i t i o n  have you made
How lo n g  had m o ra l is in g  been y o u r t r a d e ?
T h is  ends ou r v e r s e  so l e t  th e  d o g g ere l d ie  
As i t  b eg an  w ith o u t a r e a s o n  why.
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APPENDIX F -  "AN EXTRACT FROM THE POEM ON THE MASSACRE OF
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S EVE"

In  s i l e n t  agony she sh ran k  to  f e e l

How f i e r c e  h is  s o u l ,  how h ig o t te d  h i s  z e a l ;

F o r  he had been  to  h e r  from e a r l y  you th  

From v ic e  h e r  g u a rd ia n  and h e r  g u id e  to  t r u t h .

H er memory to ld  h e r  t h a t  he once was k in d .

E re  th e  m ou th 's  cowl had changed h i s  g e n t l e  mind.

But now o f l a t e  h is  h o ly  c a l l  had throw n 

A haughty  c o ld n ess  o 'e r  him , n o t  h is  own.

Y et s t i l l  she p a id  him re v e re n c e , t h e '  no more 

She to ld  h e r  bosom s e c r e t s  as b e fo re .

T rue he was s t e m ,  b u t th e y  who knew him b e s t .

S a id  f a s t  and penance s te e le d  th a t  h o ly  b r e a s t ;

She knew him h a rs h , to  avenge h e a v e n 's  in ju re d  la w s . 

But deemed s u p e r io r  s a n c t i ty  th e  cau se ;

She knew him o f t ,  m y s te rio u s  w ild  and s t r a n g e .

But hoped t h a t  heaven ly  co n v erse  w rought th e  change.

Then low b e fo re  th e  s h r in e  in  c o n c e r t  bowed 

The f i e r c e ,  th e  w ild ,  th e  c r a f t y  and th e  p roud . 

I n f a tu a te  menj s h a l l  He who r e ig n s  above.

F a th e r  o f  a l l ,  th e  God o f  p eace  and lo v e  

S h a l l  He be honoured by th e  m urdere rs  b la d e?

S h a l l  He a c c e p t th e  p ra y e rs  in  v  engeance made?

And th e n , m isgu ided  r u l e r  o f th e  la n d .

Weak to  com ply, o r  c ru e l  to  command,

H o p 's t  th e n  in  p eace  to  p a ss  a le n g th  o f  d a y s .

Happy in  v i r t u e 's  lo v e  and w isdom 's p r a is e ?

Lo th e n , su c c e ss  th y  scheme o f  b lood  may g a in . 

Remorse and s u f f e r in g  fo llo w  in  i t s  t r a i n .

The s le e p le s s  couch, th e  day o f w ild  a f f r i g h t  

And s p e c tr e s  f l i t t i n g  th ro u g h  th e  shades o f n ig h t .
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APPENDIX G -  "À POEM IN PRAISE OF NATURE"

Oh Thou en th roned  in  s t r e n g th ,  in  l i g h t  a rra y e d  

Who m adst a l l ,  and f o r  whom a l l  a re  made 

Whose power no hound, whose kingdom knows no end, 

\7hom none h a th  seen , and none can com prehend.

Who s e e s t  each deed , who s e a r c h e s t  ev e ry  b r e a s t .  

F o r  e v e ry  b le s s in g ,  as f o r  e v e r  b l e s t .

May a l l  be done, f o r  such  Thy h ig h  d e c re e  

Lead to  Thy g lo ry , and w ith  p ra y e r  to  Thee.

Now opening  n a tu r e ,  c o n s ta n t in  Thy p r a i s e .  

Y o u th 's  e a r l i e s t  b lu sh  and tim id  charms d i s p la y s .  

May each  r e tu r n in g  s p r in g ,  w h ile  b re a th  i s  g iv e n  

S t i l l  f in d  me jo u rn ey in g  to  th e  r e s t  o f  h eaven . 

Unmoved and g lo ry in g  in  th e  sa c re d  f l i g h t .

My lim bs unw earied  and my arm our b r ig h t  . . .

. . .  G rea t God, whose mercy good to  man bestow s 

With Thee my s t r a in s  b eg an , w ith  Thee c lo s e  

Not such a s  he to  whom th e

H is p rom ise , and h a i le d  h is  p a t ro n  and h is  lo rd  

Nor as t h a t  po o r th in g  B r i t a i n 's  son ad d ressed  

The s o u l indearm ent o f h i s  gloomy b r e a s t  -  

No broken re e d , He h a th  p re se rv e d  from i l l  

My wayward s t e p s ,  and w i l l  d e fe n d  me s t i l l .

He h a th  r e jo ic e d  my e v e ry  f a u l t  to  s p a re .

Indu lged  each w ish , e re  moulded in to  p r a y e r .

H ath  made my l o t  w ith  w o rld ly  goods abound 

W ith undeserved  su ccess  my e f f o r t s  crow ned.

Given h e a l th  and p eac e , and made my so u l to  know 

The s e c r e t  jo y s  o f h eaven , and whence th e y  flow .
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APPENDIX H -  "THE ADDRESS PRESENTED TO DR. NICHOLAS BY THE BOYS m  181 3**
-  P erhaps Newman had a hand in  w r i t i n g i t .

R espected  S i r ,  t h i s  day y o u r J u b i le e

P re s e n ts  a re a so n a b le  p le a

F o r  us in  co n fid en ce  to  ask

R em ission  from o u r d a i ly  ta s k .

J u s t  f i f t y  y e a rs  upon t h i s  s t i r r i n g  scene

Of l i f e ,  t h i s  v e r y  day y o u 'v e  been.

May many more p a ss  o 'e r  y o u r h ead .

E 'e r  you a re  numbered w ith  th e  dead.

May y ou r young o l iv e  b ran ch es  r i s e

And grow b e fo re  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  ey es .

In  v i r t u e ,  le a r n in g ,  s t r e n g t h  and h e a l th .

I n  m o rta l honours and in  w e a lth .

May you when w akening age demands

Your worn o u t body f o r  i t s  p rey

Ascend to  th e  c e l e s t i a l  la n d s

And t r e a t  th e  s t r a i t  and narrow  way

T hese w ishes em anate from eac h

Of th o s e  c o n fid e d  to  y o u r c a r e .

F o r  though  ' t i s  t r u e  you s t r i c t l y  te a c h .

Love much f o r  u s ,  y o u r A cts d e c l a r e

R efuse them n o t o u r m oderate re q u e s t

F o r such  a d ay  w i l l  n e 'e r  a g a in  come ro u n d .

Then w i l l  th e  g r a t i t u d e  o f e v 'r y  h e a r t

In  lo u d  huzzas and ch ee rs  re so u n d .
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APPENDIX I  -  "R. SBÎPSON -  ACTON, DECEMBER 30» 1 861 ”

"L ast month a hoy named Cholm eley was in  th e  s ic k  room, Oxenham 

saw him th e r e  and le a rn e d  i t  was on acco u n t o f c h i lb l a i n s ;  he rem arked 

t h a t  when he was a boy he w ent abou t w ith  c h i l b l a i n s ,  M rs, W ootten 

th e r e f o r e  c a l le d  in  th e  p h y s ic ia n  who r e f e r r e d  h e r  to  th e  surgeon  

and th e  n e x t day she  s e n t  a n o te  to  M a rs h a ll ,  (Cholm eley*d t u t o r ) ,

"(T he su rgeon) d e s ir e d  t h a t  Cholm eley sho u ld  be k e p t s t r i c t l y  to  

bed , f o r  th e  cu re  o f h i s  f o o t .  T hat a f te rn o o n  D a rn e ll  met Cholm eley 

w ith  one o f th e  f  a th e r s  a t  th e  b a z a a r , D a rn e ll  th o u g h t t h a t  t h i s  m ight 

be a c c id e n ta l ,  and w ith o u t Mrs. W o o tten 's  know ledge, so he s a id  n o th in g . 

The n e x t day M arsh a ll who was in  charge  o f  N o rfo lk  and o th e r  boys a t  

th e  dog show, met Mrs. ÏÏo o tte n  and Cholm eley in  th e  th ic k  o f  th e  

c ru sh  -  N o rfo lk  s a id  to  M a rsh a ll 'W on 't F a th e r  D a rn e ll  be in  a w ax?' 

showing t h a t  th e  boys knew th e  d is p u te  w e l l .  D a rn e ll how ever d id  

n o th in g  t h a t  day b u t th e  n e x t m orning he p u t f o r th  two r u le s  ( 1 ) no 

boy to  go to  th e  dam e's room w ith o u t p e rm is s io n  o f th e  t u t o r s ,  ( 2 ) no 

boy on th e  s ic k  l i s t  to  le a v e  th e  p rem ises  w ith o u t th e  p e rm is s io n  o f 

th e  h ead m aste r. Mrs. W ootten appea led  to  Newman; Newman asked D a rn e ll 

to  m odify th e  r u le s .  The r e p ly  to  t h i s  w as a demand o f  a l l  th e  

m aste rs  to  be d e l iv e re d  from  Mrs. W ootten.

"There fo llo w ed  a C o n g reg a tio n . Newman proposed  t h a t  th e  

sch o o l shou ld  be d iv id e d  in to  an  upper and lo w er. D a rn e l l ,  Moody 

and Oxenham to  b e  th e  m a ste rs  o f  th e  upper w ith  M iss F ren ch  n o t as 

dame b u t as th e  h e a d m a s te r 's  s e r v a n t ,  Newman (p e rh a p s )  to  be  m aste r 

o f th e  low er w ith  Mrs. W ootten as dame.
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" D a m e ll r e p l i e d  a f t e r  two o r  th r e e  days t h a t  th e  d iv i s io n  was 

im p o ss ib le , b o th  sch o o ls  rem ain ing  u n d e r th e  same ro o fs  and th e  boys 

be in g  a r b i t r a r i l y  d iv id e d  by ag e , o r  th e  w ish  o f t h e i r  d i r e c to r s .

" In  th e  meantime th e  m a s te r s ,  se e in g  t h a t  M rs. W ootten was p r e 

f e r r e d  to  a l l  o f  them c o l l e c t i v e l y  made t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n  to  D a rn e ll ;  

in  a C o n g reg a tio n  h e ld  l a s t  S a tu rd a y  (28 December) he l e t  o u t t h a t  he 

had them in  h is  p o ck e t and was th e r e f o r e  o b lig e d  to  re a d  them . At th e  

same tim e he p roposed  ’Mrs. W ootten shou ld  be h e ld  in  so lu tio n *  f o r  

th r e e  m onths. Newman demanded a week to  d e c id e ;  to  p ra y  o v e r i t  and 

say  M asses. D a rn e ll  w ent from  th e  C o n g reg a tio n  to  lunch  a t  M oody's; 

w h ile  he was th e r e  a n o te  came from  Newman a c c e p tin g  Moody's r e s ig n a t io n .  

(None o f th e  o th e rs  re c e iv e d  such  n o te s )  . . .

"The n e x t day he w ro te  t h a t  he had s l e p t  o v er D a r n e l l 's  p ro p o s a l 

' t h e  suspense  o f M rs. W ootten in  s o l u t i o n ' ,  b u t t h a t  i t  w as im p o ss ib le  

now t h a t  D a rn e ll  had spoken o f h i s  d is m is s a l  to  p e rso n s  o u ts id e  th e  

w a lls  -  and to  th e  M oody's -  t h i s  w as th e  end -  th e  s c a n d a l  had a l re a d y

been  g iv e n  e tc .  Newman in  th e  m eantim e had te le g ra p h e d  to  Hope S c o t t

to  meet him in  London, and th e n  conv inced  S c o t t ,  A l l i e s  and B e lla s  i s  

o f  a co n sp irac y  to  ta k e  th e  sch o o l o u t o f h is  hands. So th e  m a tte r  

s ta n d s  in  a h o p e le ss  ir re m e d ia b le  m ess, u n le s s  Newman p roposes once 

more h i s  double sch o o l and o f f e r s  th e  second m a s te rsh ip  o f i t  to  Moody,

w ith  whom D a r n e l l 's  honour i s  c l e a r l y  bound u p ."
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APPENDIX J  -  "NE'tVMAN'S LECTURE NOTES TO ORATORY SCHOOL SIXTH FORM"

"Our Lord chose tw elv e  o u t o f h is  d i s c i p l e s  to  h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

even d u rin g  H is e a r th ly  m in is t r y .  The A p o s tle s  a re  o f te n  c a l le d  

sim ply  ’The T w e lv e '. S t .  P a u l,  though n o t one o f  th e  tw e lv e , was in  

a l l  r e s p e c ts  t h e i r  equal a s  an A p o s tle . 'Am I  n o t '  he say s  'a n  

A p o stle?  Have I  n o t seen  Je su s  o u r L o rd ? ' ( l  C o r . ,  IX l) .  To be an 

eye w itn e ss  one who had s een Our Lord a f t e r  H is r e s u r r e c t io n  was an  

e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  o f f i c e  o f an A p o s tle . Thus S t .  P e te r ,  

b e fo re  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f S t .  M a tth ia s  to  f i l l  th e  v a c a n t p la c e  o f Ju d as , 

s a id  'o f  th e s e  men who have companied w ith  u s ,  a l l  th e  tim e  t h a t  th e  

Lord Je su s  came in  and went o u t among u s ,  b eg in n in g  from th e  b a p tism  

o f  John u n t i l  th e  day w here in  He was ta k e n  up from u s , one o f  th e s e  

must be made a w itn e s s  w ith  us o f  H is r e s u r r e c t i o n . '  (A cts 1 , 2 1 -2 2 ).

"The w itn e ss  o f th e  A p o stle s  in tro d u c e s  us to  P a le y 's  c e le b ra te d  

'E v id en ce  o f C h r i s t i a n i t y '  a book w hich cannot b e  answ ered. I t s  a rg u 

ment i s  t h a t  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f th e  w orld  th e re  n e v e r  has been  a n o th e r  

in s ta n c e  o f a number o f men l i k e  th e  A p o s tle s  b e g in n in g  a new l i f e  and 

f a c in g  t o i l s ,  p r iv a t io n s ,  ev e ry  manner o f i l l - t r e a t m e n t  and p e r s e c u t io n  

even un to  d ea th  to  t e s t i f y  to  m iracu lo u s  ev e n ts  o f  w hich th e y  d e c la r e d  

th e m se lv e s , to  have b een th e  w itn e s s e s .  IVhat th e  A p o s tle s  t e s t i f i e d  

to  was t h a t  th e y  had th e  ev id en ce  o f t h e i r  own se n se s  to  th e  b o d ily  

r e s u r r e c t io n  o f o u r Lord from th e  d ead . S t .  P e te r  say s  'Our Lord was 

made m a n ife s t n o t to  a l l  th e  p e o p le , b u t to  w itn e s s e s  p re -o rd a in e d  o f 

God, even  to  us who d id  e a t  and d r in k  w ith  Him, a f t e r  He a ro se  a g a in  

from  f o r t y  days a p p e a rin g  to  them and sp eak in g  o f  th e  Kingdom o f God.
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By th e  Kingdom o f  God, as v/e l e a r n  from many o f th e  p a r a b le s ,  we 

mean th e  Church upon e a r th .  The Holy Ghost r a t i f i e d  and d ev e lo p ed  

th e  te a c h in g  o f  Our Lord; th e  P a r a c l e te ,  th e  H oly Ghost . . .  w i l l  te a c h  

you a l l  th in g s  and b r in g  a l l  th in g s  to  y o u r mind w h atso ev er I  have 

ta u g h t y o u . ' (Jo h n . XIV, 26 ).

" S t .  P a u l c a l l s  th e  Church ' t h e  Church o f th e  l i v i n g  God, th e  

p i l l a r  and fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  t r u t h ' .  ( l  T im othy, i i i ,  1 5 ) . F o r th e  

p rim acy  o f S t .  P e te r  th e r e  is  th e  g r e a t  t e x t  'Thou a r t  P e t e r ' .  The 

co n c lu d in g  words 'To th e e  I  w i l l  g iv e  th e  keys o f  th e  Kingdom of 

H eaven' s ig n i f y  S t .  P e t e r 's  u n iv e rs a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h is  u n iv e r s a l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  was p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  by a l l  th e  A p o s tle s , b u t w ith  th e  

e x c e p tio n  o f S t .  P e te r  i t  d ie d  w ith  them . The s u c c e s s o r  o f S t .  P e te r  

a lo n e  p o sse sse s  i t . "
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APPENDIX K -  "ANOTHER LECTURE TO THE SIXTH FOxSA"

"The G reek name f o r  th e  Holy Land w as P a l e s t i n e .  I t  i s  found 

in  H erodo tus. The Hebrew e q u iv a le n t i s  P h i l i s t i a .  Our Lord p reach ed  

c h ie f ly  in  G a l i le e .  'G a l i l e e  o f th e  G e n t i l e s ' i t  was c a l le d  to  

d e s ig n a te  i t s  p o s i t io n .  Sum aria in  th e  tim e o f o u r L ord w as in h a b ite d  

by a mixed r a c e ,  sp rung  from h e a th e n  c o l o n i s t s ,  s e t t l e d  th e r e  when 

th e  I s r a e l i t e s  w ere c a r r ie d  in to  c a p t iv i t y  and from  a rem nant o f 

I s r a e l i t e s  l e f t  beh ind  and e x i l e s  a f te rw a rd s  a llow ed  to  r e tu r n .  The 

Sum arians observed  th e  M osaic Law and s e t  up a tem p le  o f  t h e i r  own.

They w ere abhored  by th e  Jews as an u n c le a n  p e o p le . I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h a t  Our Lord always spoke k in d ly  to  them.

"There w ere  o r ig i n a l l y  fo u r  g r e a t  p a r t r i a r c h a l  s e c t s ,  J e ru sa le m  

o f  w hich S t .  James was th e  f i r s t  b ish o p , A n tioch  and Rome founded by 

S t .  P e te r  and A le x a n d ria  founded by S t .  Mark, th e  d i s c i p l e  o f  S t .  P e te r .

"To th e s e  a f i f t h ,  C o n s ta n tin o p le  w hich became th e  second c a p i t a l  

o f th e  Em pire, was added. (The o r ig i n a l  p a t r i a r c h s  w ere  perm an en tly  

a p o s to l ic  se e s  and th e  a d d i t io n  o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le  was an in n o v a tio n  

r e lu c t a n t ly  acq u ie sced  in  by th e  P o p es). (Byzantium  was th e  o r ig in a l  

name o f C o n s ta n t in o p le ) .  I t  has become a lm o st a synonym f o r  

E ra s t ia n is m , i . e .  th e  s u b je c t io n  o f th e  ch u rch  to  th e  s t a t e .

"The A p o s tle s  were o f c o u rse  b ish o p s . The b ish o p s  who came 

a f t e r  them have been c a l le d  b ish o p s  under r e s t r a i n t  because  t h e i r  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  co n fin e d  to  t h e i r  own d io c e s e s .  S t .  Ig n a t iu s  i s  th e  

g r e a t  w itn e ss  to  ep iscopacy  in  th e  e a r ly  ch u rch . He l iv e d  so c lo s e  to  

th e  tim e o f Our Lord th a t  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  suppose  t h a t  he was th e
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v e ry  c h i ld  whom ou r Lord to o k  in to  h is  arm s. He was th e  B ishop o f 

A ntioch  and v/as tak en  th e n c e  in  p e rso n  to  Rome to  be  d ev o u red  by w ild  

b e a s ts  in  th e  a m p h ith e a tre . On h is  jo u rn e y  t h i t h e r  he w ro te  l e t t e r s  

to  d i f f e r e n t  Churches in  w hich he in s i s t e d  on th e  d u ty  o f  obed ience  

to  B ishops. To c i t e  one p a ssa g e  ou t o f many: 'J e s u s  C h r i s t  ou r t r u e  

l i f e  i s  th e  mind o f th e  F a th e r  and so th e  B ishops a p p o in ted  even to  

th e  u tm ost bounds o f th e  e a r t h  a re  a f t e r  th e  mind o f J e su s  C h r is t .  

W herefore i t  w i l l  become you to  concur in  th e  mind o f y o u r B ishop as 

a ls o  you d o . '"
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APPENDIX L -  "ANOTHER LECTURE TO THE SIXTH FORM"

" S t .  Andrew i s  s a id  to  have p reach ed  in  S c y th ia .  T here  is  a 

g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n  about th e  in t ro d u c t io n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  in to  Gaul 

w hich how ever w i l l  n o t s ta n d .  S t .  D in y s iu s  th e  A re o p a g it ic  who 

was c o n v e rte d  by S t .  P a u l in  A thens was s a id  to  have been th e  

fo u n d e r o f th e  G au lish  and th e  F rench  C hurch. The two c h ie f  c e n tre s  

in  A f r ic a  w ere A le x a n d ria  and C arth ag e . The language o f  th e  

A le x a n d r ia n s ’ church  was G reek. The n a t iv e  E g y p tian s  spoke C o p tic . 

C arth ag e  was a l a t i n  Church. The d e sc e n d a n ts  o f th e  o ld  C a r th a g in ia n s  

spoke P u r ic ,  a language  a lm ost th e  same as Hebrew. In  one o f th e  

p la y s  o f P la u tu s  a C a r th a g in ia n  i s  i n s t r u c te d  who speaks P u r  ic e .  '«Ve 

do n o t  know how C h r i s t i a n i t y  found i t s  way to  C arth ag e . The n o te s  

o f th e  Church a re  e x t e r io r  marks whereby a l l  th e  u n le a rn e d  as w e l l  

as th e  le a rn e d  can re c o g n is e  h e r .  The G reek sc h ism a tise d  Church in  

th e  E a s t ,  has alm ost a l l  th e  marks o f  a p o s t o l i c i t y  when she broke 

away from th e  w est she made no changes in  d o c t r in e ,  r i t u a l  e tc .  Where 

she  has  c h i e f ly  la c k e d  th e  n o te  o f  a p o s t o l i c i t y  has been  in  th e  

E r a s t i a n  s p i r i t .  To t h i s  may be added h e r  in d i f f e r e n c e  to  u n i ty ,  

w hich p e rh ap s  more th a n  any o th e r  cause  f r u s t r a t e d  a l l  e f f o r t s  on 

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  C a th o lic  Church to  h e a l  th e  sch ism ."
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APPENDIX M -  "ANOTHER LECTURE TO THE SIXTH FORM"

" V i s i b i l i t y  i s  i t s e l f  a n o te  o f th e  church  . . .  The C h r is t i a n  

R e v e la tio n  i s  a ’R e v e la tio  r e v e lu tu * ,  i . e .  i t  n o t  o n ly  comes from 

God b u t comes in  h is  name, and b e a rs  w ith  i t s  c r e d e n t i a l s  and e v id e n c e s  

o f  i t s  coming from Him, . . .  I t  i s  v e ry  p o s s ib le  t h a t  h ea th en  s a g e s  and 

p o e ts  w ere to  a c e r t a in  e x te n t  d iv in e ly  i l lu m in a te d  and th u s  became 

in s tru m e n ts  th ro u g h  w hich m oral and r e l i g io u s  t r u t h s  w ere conveyed 

to  t h e i r  countrym en, P la to  and S o c ra te s  m ight have ta u g h t  th in g s  

w hich w ith o u t them b e in g  aware o f  i t ,  d id  n o t r e a l l y  come ou t o f 

t h e i r  own m inds. Only th e  f i r s t  k in d  o f r e v e la t io n  can  b e  th e  o b je c t  

o f  th e o lo g ic a l  a c ts  o f  F a i th .  The o rd in a ry  a c ts  o f F a i th  in  ou r own 

p ra y e r  books w i l l  rem ind us o f t h i s .  ' I  b e l ie v e  . . .  b ecause  God who 

can  n e i th e r  d e c e iv e  n o r  be d ece iv ed  has re v e a le d  i t ' .  T h is  p resu p p o ses  

t h a t  we know he has re v e a le d  i t .  The v e ry  id e a  o f C h r i s t i a n i t y  is  

t h a t  o f  a R e v e la tio n  to  be p u b lish e d  abroad so t h a t  a l l  men may h e a r  

o f  i t .  B u t, 'how s h a l l  th e y  h e a r  w ith o u t a p r e a c h e r ' s a y s  S t .  P e te r  

and ag a in  'F a i t h  cometh by h e a r in g '.  In  as much th e n  as th e  m iss io n  

o f  th e  Church i s  e x te r n a l  and p u b lic  to  i t s  c h a r a c te r ,  she must from  

th e  n a tu re  o f  th in g s  be h e r s e l f ,  i . e .  v i s i b l e  r e a l i t y .  In  th e  serm on 

on th e  mount ou r Lord s a id  to  h is  d i s c ip le s  'You a re  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  

w o rld . A c i t y  s e a te d  upon a m ountain  canno t be h i d ' .

( i n  l a t e r  l e c tu r e s  Newman ocamined th e  n a tu re  o f b e l i e f  s t i l l  

f u r t h e r . )

"B e s id e s  an a u th e n t ic a te d  r e v e l a t i o n  o r  a 'r e v e l a t i o  r e v e lu tu ' 

th e re  may be R e v e la tio n  th ro u g h  s e c r e t  g ra c e , o r  ag a in  t r a d i t i o n s  o f
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some a n c ie n t  r e v e l a t i o n .  No p eo p le  ( t o  speak  in  g e n e ra l te rm s )  has 

e v e r  been  d en ied  a r e v e l a t i o n  from  God though  b u t a p o r t io n  o f  th e  

w orld  h as  en joyed  an a u th e n t ic a te d  r e v e l a t i o n ."
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APPENDIX N -  "ANOTHER SET OF LECTURE NOTES"

"The C hurch i s  n o t C a th o lic  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  she a c tu a l ly  

i s  everyw here. But she has th e  r i g h t  and i s  c a lc u la te d  to  b e  e v e ry 

w here. H er r i g h t  comes from h e r  u n iv e r s a l  m iss io n ; 'Go te a c h  a l l  

n a t i o n s '.  She h as  g iv en  p ro o f  o f  h e r  c a p a b i l i ty  to  be a u n iv e r s a l  

r e l i g i o n  by th e  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  o f p eo p le s  who have been in c lu d ed  in  

h e r  f o l d . "  L a t e r  Newman d ev e lo p ed  t h i s  them e: "The Church sp re a d

v e ry  r a p id ly  a lm o s t a t  th e  f i r s t  b u r s t  w ent beyond th e  whole 

b o u n d a rie s  o f th e  Roman Em pire, p e n e t r a t in g  f o r  exam ple in to  A rab ia  

and th e  la n d s  beyond th e  E u p h ra te s  w here E d essa  became a g re a t  

C h r i s t i a n  c e n t r e .  But in  s p i t e  o f  h e r  r a p id  sp re a d  she  d id  n o t and 

n e v e r  has o ccu p ied  th e  whole w orld  n e i th e r  does she rem ain s t a t io n a r y  

in  th e  same c o u n t r i e s .  She d is a p p e a rs  in  one and sp r in g s  up in  

a n o th e r ,  rem ind ing  us in  t h i s  way o f th e  g r e a t  d o c t r in e  o f d iv in e  

e l e c t i o n  upon w hich  S t .  P au l e n la rg e s  so much . . . "  He th e n  w ent on 

to  d i s t i n g u is h  betw een th e  Jew ish  Church "hedged in  w ith  r i t e s  and 

r e g u la t io n s  such  as p re se rv e d  i t s  l o c a l  and r a c i a l  c h a r a c te r " ,  and 

u s in g  S t .  P a u l 's  f i r s t  e p i s t l e  to  th e  C o r in th ia n s  he showed how 

th e  C a th o lic  Church by com parison " i s  s u i te d  to  a l l  ranks and 

c o n d i t io n s  o f men".
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APPENDIX 0 -  "A COPY OF THE EXAJ^MATION PAPER FOR JUNE 1877"

I t  c o n s is te d  o f  th r e e  p a r t s :

1 . A t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  l a t i n  and Greek.

2. A t r a n s l a t i o n  from  l a t i n  and G reek.

3 . A l i s t  o f g ram m atica l q u e s tio n s  such a s :

(l ) d e f in e  an adverb .

( 2 ) G ive th e  p lu r a l  o f  v o r te x ,  f i s h ,  phenomenon, 

v i r t u o s o ,  cherU bi and th e  fem in ine o f  h a r t ,  

ram, s ta g ,  fo x , e x e c u to r .

( 3 ) Give th e  p a s t  te n s e  and p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  o f 

th e  fo llo w in g : b i r d ,  crow, d a r e ,  e a t ,  k n i t ,  

mow, sh e a r , s h re d ,  s l i n k ,  saw, s tre w , shoe.

( 4 ) D is t in g u is h  betw een th e  co m p le tio n  and th e  

expansion  o f  th e  p r e d ic a te  and g iv e  an 

in s ta n c e  o f eac h .

-  T here  w ere s ix  o th e r  q u e s tio n s .
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APPENDIX P

"As to  th e  two ch a rg es  . . .  we do n o t  make a charge  f o r  s i t t i n g s  

in  C hurch b e fo re  becau se  th e  en largem en t and a l t e r a t i o n s  in  i t  w ere 

g o in g  on and we th o u g h t i t  u n f a i r  to  make a charge  t i l l  th e y  w ere 

f in i s h e d .  T h a t en la rg em en t w ith  i t s  accom panim ents w ere made s t r i c t l y  

becau se  o f  th e  sch o o l and would n o t o th e rw ise  have been made -  and 

t h a t  a t  th e  expense o f  £ 2 ,0 0 0  o r  £ 3 ,0 0 0 . M oreover, th e  boys have 

some o f  th e  b e s t  s i t t i n g s  in  Church, b e t t e r  th an  some o th e rs  w hich 

b r in g  in  as much as £ 2 . 2 .0  a y e a r  in s te a d  o f  £ 1 . 1 . 0 , th e  sum charged  

upon th e  bo y s. In  E ngland as you know, th e r e  a re  no endowments, and 

a Church i s  su p p o rted  by such paym ents as f o r  s i t t i n g s  e t c .  -  m oreover, 

i t  was b u i l t  and e n la rg e d  on borrowed money, f o r  w hich i n t e r e s t  i s  

p a id .  And I  b e l ie v e ,  t h a t  o th e r  sch o o ls  ch arg e  upon th e  p a r e n t s ' 

p r i c e  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  s i t t i n g s ,  as i f  i t  is  a p e r s o n a l  ex pense , 

w hich th e y  would have to  pay , were t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w ith  them and went 

to  t h e i r  own church . A lso  th e  B a s s 's  a l e  i s  a p e rs o n a l e x p e n se , such 

as m ed ic in e  i s .  We p ro v id e  a b e e r  w hich i s  p e r f e c t ly  wholesome and 

good. Some p a re n ts  r e q u i r e  on t h e i r  sons a more ex p en siv e  b everage . 

iVhen th e  s u b je c t  was f i r s t  m entioned to  me abou t a y e a r  s in c e ,  I  

s a id ,  'D o n 't  charge  a n y th in g  a d d i t io n a l  f o r  i t '  -  b u t we f in d  th a t  

B a s s 's  a l e  i s  so much d e a re r  th an  common b e e r  and t h a t  so many boys 

have i t  t h a t  th e  w hole amount becomes c o n s id e ra b le  e x p e n d i tu re  and 

we can n o t a f fo rd  to  a llo w  i t  to  th e  b o y s ."
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NOTES ON PiilMARY SOURCES

Through th e  k in d n e ss  o f E r .  C. S . D essa in , i t  has been p o s s ib le  

to  s tu d y  many o f  Newman's u n p u b lish e d  p a p e rs .  They a r e  k e p t in  

E d g b asto n , Birm ingham , a t  th e  O ra to ry  o f  S t .  P h i l i p  N e r i.  T here a re  

o v e r tw en ty  th o u san d  o f Newman's l e t t e r s  s t i l l  e x ta n t  to g e th e r  w ith  

th o u san d s  he r e c e iv e d  from  f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s . Those l e t t e r s  

w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1 845 -  th e  y e a r  in  w hich Newman became a C a th o lic  -  a re  

b e in g  e d i te d  by P r ,  D essa in  and p u b lish e d  by N e ls o n 's  o f E d in b u rg h , 

b u t so f a r ,  o n ly  e ig h t  o f  th e  p ro je c te d  volum es have ap p ea red : th o se  

c o v e rin g  th e  y e a rs  1 845 to  1857. A f u r th e r  tw enty-tw o have s t i l l  to  

be p u b lish e d .

Amongst th o s e  so u rc e s  which can  be  s tu d ie d  a t  E d g b asto n , a re  

h is  schoo lboy  d i a r i e s ,  e x e r c i s e  books, t e x t  books, p r i z e s ,  j o t t e r s ,  

m agazines and l e t t e r s .  I t  i s  a lso  p o s s ib le  to  s c r u t i n i z e  th o se  o f 

h is  u n p u b lish e d  l e t t e r s  w hich d a te  from 1 81 6 u n t i l  1820  when he was 

an u n d e rg ra d u a te  a t  T r i n i t y ,  to g e th e r  w ith  h is  d i a r i e s ,  e s s a y s ,  

ex am in a tio n  p a p e rs  and a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  memoranda r e f e r r i n g  to  t h i s  

p e r io d  ( i . e .  an im p ress io n  o f  h is  t u t o r ,  Thomas S h o r t ) .  Some o f h is  

l e c t u r e  n o te s  from O r ie l  rem ain  to g e th e r  w ith  memoranda on th e  te a c h in g  

o f u n d e rg ra d u a te s . T here a re  v ery  few r e f e r e n c e s ,  how ever, to  h is  

work a t  L i t t le m o re  -  th e y  a re  l im i te d  to  h i s  co rresp o n d en ce  w ith  h is  

fa m ily , h i s  c u ra te  and E. B. Pusey -  b u t h i s  work in  e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  

l i t t l e  sc h o o l a t  M aryvale i s  f a i r l y  w e l l  documented in  th o s e  l e t t e r s  

w hich co v e r th e  p e r io d  1849 to  1 85I . Many o f th e  l e t t e r s  d e a l in g  w ith
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Newman's I r i s h  c ru sa d e  have now been p u b lish e d  by C, S , D essa in  ( i . e .  

up to  1857 ) b u t th o s e  r e f e r r in g  to  h i s  r o le  as p a t ro n  o f th e  O ra to ry  

S ch o o l and l a t e r  a s  i t s  headm aster have y e t  to  b e  e d i t e d .  The 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a ta  r e le v a n t  to  th e  O ra to ry  School i s  f a i r l y  e x te n s iv e .  

T here  a r e  a number o f o ld  b o y s ' d i a r i e s  and sc ra p  books to g e th e r  w ith  

Newman's te a c h in g  n o te s  and a c o l l e c t io n  o f mementos w hich g iv e  an 

a c c u r a te  im p ress io n  o f l i f e  a t  th e  sc h o o l in  i t s  e a r ly  y e a rs .  Those

u n p u b lish e d  l e t t e r s  d e a l in g  w ith  Newman's c o n tro v e rsy  o v er an  Oxford

O ra to ry  w ith  Wiseman and Manning have a lre a d y  been  s tu d ie d  by 

J .  Holmes in  'The M onth' f o r  Ja n u a ry , I 965 .

PUBLISHED JOxYKS BY NEiVlIAIT Æ1CH HAVE BEEN COI^ULTED 

'A p o lo g ia  p ro  v i t a  s u a ' (Everyman, 1912)

'D is c o u rs e s  on th e  scope and n a tu re  o f  u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a tio n '
(Everym an, 1915)

'My cam paign in  I r e la n d ' (K ing & C o ., I 896 )

'A u to b io g ra p h ic a l W r i t in g s ',  e d i te d  by H. T r is tra m  and C. S . D essa in  
(Sheed and Ward, 1955)

CHIEF SECONDARY SOURCES MilCH HAVE BEEN CONSULTED

'L i f e  o f  J .  H. Newman', V o ls . 1 and 2 , by W. Ward (Longmans, 1912)

'T he P i l l a r  o f th e  C lo u d ', by M. T rev o r (M acm illans, 19&0)

'L ig h t  in  W in te r ',  by M. T rev o r (M acm illans, 19&2)

'Newman's U n iv e r s i ty :  Id ea  and R e a l i t y ' ,  by F . McGrath (Longmans, 1951) 

'T he C o n se c ra tio n  o f L e a rn in g ',  by F. McGrath ( G i l l  and Son, I 962 )

'T he Im p e r ia l  I n t e l l e c t ' ,  by A. Dwight C u l le r  (Y ale  U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,1955) 

'C a rd in a l  Newman', by R. H. H u tton  (M ethuen & C o ., 1 89I )
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' J ,  H, Newman', by J .  Moody (Sheed and Ward, 194&)

'C a rd in a l  Newman, h is  p la c e  in  r e l i g io n  and l i t e r a t u r e ' ,  
by P , A. D 'C ruz (Good P a s to r  P r e s s ,  M adras)

'T he L i f e  o f Newman', by R. S en co u rt (D acre  P r e s s ,  1948)

' J .  H, Newman as a m u s ic ia n ',  by E. B e l l a s i s  (The M onth, Ja n u a ry , 1 891 )

'The Young Mr. Newman', by M. Ward (Sheed and Ward, 1948)

'Newman and B loxam ', by R, D. M idd le ton  (O xford U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1947)

'C a r d in a l  Newman and O x fo rd ',  by J ,  M. F lood  (N ich o lso n  and W atson, 1933)

'Newman: s e le c te d  d is c o u rs e s  on l i b e r a l  kno w led g e ', by T. C o rco rran , 
( U n iv e r s i ty  C o lleg e , D u b lin , 1929)

'F a m ü y  L e t t e r s ' ,  by D. Moxley (S .P .C .K ., 19&2)

'T he K en sin g to n  U n iv e r s i t y ',  by J .  Holmes (The Month, J a n u a ry , 1962)

OTHER BOOKS CONSULTED

'T . H. H u x le y ',  by C. Bibby (W a tts , 1959)

'The N ig h t B a t t l e '  -  two e s s a y s  by J .  M. Cameron (B um s and O a te s , 19^2)

' J .  A. F r o u d e ',  by W. H. Dunn (O xford U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1963)

'The Oxford Common Room', by V. H. H. G reen (W.ahd J .  Mackay, 1957)

'N in e te e n th  C en tu ry  S t u d i e s ' ,  by B. W illey  (C h a tto  and Win d u s , 1955)

'The L i f e  o f  H. B e l lo c ',  by R. S p e a ig h t ( H o l l i s  and C a r te r ,  1957)

'Red B ric k  U n iv e r s i t y ',  by B. T ru sc o t ( P e l ic a n ,  1 9 5 l)

'The C o n ten t o f  E d u c a tio n ' -  an e s s a y  by Lord James (H arrap , 1949)

'C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a tio n  re v ie w e d ',  by S . Leeson (Longmans, 1957)

'Newman -  e d u c a tio n  and I r e l a n d ',  by W, F . S to c k le y  (Sands -  no d a te  g iv en )

'A s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  e d u c a tio n a l  i d e a s ' ,  by C u r t i s  and Boultwood 
(U n iv e r s i ty  T u to r ia l  P r e s s ,  1953)

'A nna ls  o f  E a l i n g ' ,  by E. Jackson  (no p u b l is h e r  g iv e n )
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'C a rd in a l  M anning ', by V, A. M cC lelland (O xford  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1^62)

'T he C a th o lic  S chools o f  E n g la n d ',  by A, S . B arnes 
(W illiam s and N o rth g a te , 1926)

'R e c o l le c t io n s  o f  Rugby' by an o ld  Rugbean, (H am ilton  and Adams, l8Zf8)

'T he Ne^vman B r o th e r s ',  by W. Robbins (Heinem ann, 1966)

'D r. A rnold  o f  R ugby ', by A, W h itrid g e  (C o n s ta b le , 1928)

'T he C a th o lic  S ch o o ls  o f  E n g la n d ',  by H. 0 , E v e n n e tt,
(Cam bridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1944)

'P u b l ic  S chools and B r i t i s h  O p in io n ',  by E, C. Mack, 2 v o l s , ,
(M ethuen, 1938)

'S eco n d ary  E d u ca tio n  f o r  B o y s ',  by W. J ,  B a t te r s b y  -  an a r t i c l e  in  
'The E n g lis h  C a th o l ic s ,  1856-1950* (B um s and O a tes , 1950)

'E d u c a tio n  and th e  U n iv e r s i t y ',  by E, R, L eav is  (C h a tto  and Win d u s , 1943)

'M emories o f Newman', by D, S h e i l ,  a m agazine p u b lish e d  in  1967.

'Newman's U n iv e r s i t y ',  -  an a r t i c l e  by A, O 'R a h il ly  in  'S t u d i e s ' ,  1961,



The th e s i s  h a s  two c h ie f  en d s . By s c r u t i n i s in g  

John  Henry Newman's e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  from h is  e a r l i e s t  

y e a rs  onw ards, i t  i s  in ten d ed  f i r s t l y ,  to  d is c o v e r  th e  o r ig in s  

o f  h i s  e d u c a tio n a l th o u g h t ,  and s e c o n d ly , hy a n a ly s in g  th e  

d iv e r s e  ways in  w hich  he a ttem p ted  to  p u t  i t  in to  o p e ra t io n ,  to  

e s t im a te  h is  com petence as a p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a to r . Of th e s e  two 

them es, th e  second w i l l  he  e s p e c ia l ly  em phasised and in  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  he fo cu sed  on th e  p a r t  Newman p lay ed  

in  e s t a b l i s h in g  and m a in ta in in g  th e  O ra to ry  S ch o o l, a “p u b lic  

sc h o o l such  as E to n  o r  W in ch este r f o r  C a th o lic  b o y s" .

Those a sp e c ts  o f  Newman's work a d e q u a te ly  covered  by th e  

r e s e a rc h e s  o f  o th e rs  w i l l  n o t  be re-ex am in ed  b u t sim ply  

r e f e r r e d  to  in  p a s s in g .

1 , J .H .N , -  S , B e l la s  i s ,  O ctober 28 , 1857.


