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INTRODUCTION

1 . EXAMINING ENGLISH : THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM

E n g lish  has alw ays r a i s e d  s p e c ia l  problem s f o r  exam in ing  as i s

w itn e s s e d  by  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  books such  as E n g lish  v e rs u s  E xam inations

(Ja c k so n , 19^5) and W h iteh ead ’s ( 1966 ) o f te n -q u o te d  comment:

. . .  a l l  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  s u g g e s ts  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  deep and 
in h e re n t  in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  betw een  e x te r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  as we 
know them  and th e  e s s e n t i a l  aims o f  good E n g lish  te a c h in g .

( p .233)

L ik ew ise , Dixon (1 965 ) c la im ed  t h a t :  "Many o f  th e  v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f

E n g lish  le s s o n s  a re  in e v i t a b l y  l o s t  s ig h t  o f  in  a mass ex am in a tio n "  ( p . 2 7 ).

The re a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  a re  v a r ie d .

F i r s t l y ,  i t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  re c o g n is e  t h a t  E n g lis h , as i t  has been

d e f in e d  in  r e c e n t  p r e s c r i p t i v e  w r i t i n g ,  i s  n o t a  s u b je c t  in  th e  n o rm a lly

a c c e p te d  se n se  o f  th e  w ord:

E n g lish  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  in  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  in  t h a t  i t  i s  b o th  a l l -  
p e rv a s iv e  and y e t  h as  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  o f  i t s  
own. (Newsom R e p o r t ,  1963, p . 159)

Some a rgue  t h a t  th e  grammar o f  th e  language  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t s  body o f

know ledge w h ile  o th e rs  a rgue  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r

around  w hich th e  s tu d y  o f  E n g lish  i s  b u i l t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  i s  t r u e  to

say  t h a t  r e c e n t  p r e s c r i p t i v e  w r i t i n g  p e rc e iv e s  E n g lish  t o  be concerned

p r i n c i p a l l y  w ith  th e  p rom otion  o f  q u a l i t i e s  and com petences w hich a re  o f

b ro a d  p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  im p o rtan ce  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  t r a n s m is s io n  o f

s p e c ia l iz e d  know ledge and s k i l l s .  T his i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t i t l e s  o f  books

on th e  s u b je c t  e .g .  E n g lish  f o r  M a tu r i ty  (H o lb rook , 1961 ) ,  Growth th ro u g h
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E n g lish  (D ixon, 1975 )5 Sense and S e n s i t i v i t y  (C re b e r , 1 9 6 8 ), The P re a c h e rs

o f  C u ltu re  (M a th ie s o n ,‘1975) and A Language f o r  L ife  ( th e  B u llo ck  R e p o rt,

1975 ) .  L ik ew ise , th e  Newsom R ep o rt (1 96 5 ) c la im ed  t h a t :  "The o v e r r id in g

aim o f  E n g lish  te a c h in g  m ust b e  th e  p e r s o n a l  developm ent and s o c i a l

com petence o f  th e  p u p il"  ( p . 1 5 3 ). As Shayer (1972) p o in te d  o u t :

Few p eo p le  s to p p e d  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  r e a l  n a tu re  o f  th e  s u b j e c t , o r
came n e a r  t o  d is c o v e r in g  t h a t  m ost p a r a d o x ic a l  o f  a l l  E n g lish
f a c t s ,  nam ely t h a t  i t  i s  n o t r e a l l y  a  " s u b je c t"  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
se n se  a t  a l l .  P erh ap s  t h i s  " c o n te n t"  myth i s  th e  f a l l a c y  b e h in d  
a l l  th e  o th e r s ,  t h a t  E n g lis h , l i k e  c e r t a i n  o th e r  s u b je c t s ,  i s  
l i t t l e  more th a n  a body o f  f a c t u a l  know ledge to  be t r a n s f e r r e d  
from  te a c h e r  to  p u p i l  . . .  and le n d in g  i t s e l f  n a t u r a l l y  to  
e x a m in a tio n s , ( p . 19)

T h is  i s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  a sse ssm en t p rob lem  w hich E n g lis h  p r e s e n ts

b e c a u se  w hereas th e  f a c t u a l  n a tu re  o f  o th e r  s u b je c t s  p ro v id e s  them  w ith  an

o b je c t iv e  b a s i s ,  E n g lish  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b je c t iv e .  Most r e c e n t

p r e s c r i p t i v e  w r i t i n g  has u rg ed  te a c h e r s  t o  encou rage  re sp o n se s  w hich a re

p e r s o n a l  and o r i g i n a l  and to  f o s t e r  im a g in a t io n ,  c r e a t i v i t y  and s e n s i t i v i t y

in  th e  u se  o f  and re sp o n se  to  la n g u a g e . Such em phases p r e s e n t  problem s f o r

a sse ssm en t b eca u se  mass e x am in a tio n s  a re  m ost e f f i c i e n t  a t  a s s e s s in g  th e

k in d  o f  f a c t u a l  m a te r ia l  on w hich exam iners can r e a d i ly  a g re e  and w hich can

be m arked w ith  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y .  T h is  h as  p ro v id e d  a p e r s i s t e n t

so u rc e  o f  c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  aims o f  E n g lish  te a c h in g  and th e  o b je c t  o f

most e x a m in a tio n s . W hitehead (1965 ) d e s c r ib e d  th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  on

l i t e r a t u r e ,  o b se rv in g  t h a t  th e  e x a m in a tio n ’s q u e s t f o r  r e l i a b i l i t y : *

. . .  i s  a c h ie v e d  by c o n c e n tr a t in g  on th o s e  ta s k s  w hich exam iners 
can a g re e  abou t among th e m se lv es  . . .  " F a c ts "  a re  w hat makes 
s ta n d a r d i s in g  p o s s ib le  . . .  C o n seq u en tly  memory f o r  f a c t s ,  even 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s ,  ta k e s  on an a b su rd  im p o rta n c e . Many

* T here a re  two r e l a t e d  c r i t e r i a  w hich govern  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  an  ex am in a tio n : 
v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y .  A v a l i d  t e s t  a c t u a l l y  m easures th e  s k i l l s  an d / 
o r  know ledge i t  i s  in te n d e d  to  m easu re . The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  an in d iv id u a l
s c o re  i s  ju d g ed  in  te rm s o f  i t s  freedom  from  e r r o r  i . e .  i t  i s  a  t r u e
m easure o f  th e  th in g s  w hich th e  t e s t  p u rp o r ts  t o  e v a lu a te .  T here a re  
th r e e  main so u rc e s  o f  e r r o r :  d isa g re e m e n t am ongst m a rk e rs ; d e f ic ie n c i e s
in  th e  t e s t  and v a r i a b i l i t y  in  a  c a n d id a te ’s p e rfo rm ance  from  one o c c a s io n
to  a n o th e r .  A r e l i a b l e  s c o r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  one w hich can be re p ro d u c e d ,
e i t h e r  by th e  same p e rso n  on a d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n  o r  by any number o f  
in d e p en d en t a s s e s s o r s  m ark ing  on th e  same o c c a s io n .



I l l

q u e s tio n s  a sk  f o r  n o th in g  e l s e  . . .  t h i s  f o s t e r s  a  te n d en cy  to  
t r e a t  poem s, n o v e ls  and p la y s  as though  th e  v a lu a b le  th in g  
abou t them  w ere t h e i r  e x t r a c ta b l e  c o n te n t o f  ev e n t o r  argum ent -  
som etim es w ith  th e  im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  remember 
q u i t e  sm a ll d e t a i l s  . . .  s in c e  t h i s  i s  l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  and n o t 
h i s t o r y ,  th e  f a c t s  w hich g a in  c r e d i t  from  th e  exam iner a re  in  
r e a l i t y  f i c t i o n s  t r e a t e d  o v e r - l i t e r a l l y .  What we o b se rv e  in  
such  an ex am in a tio n  i s  in d e e d  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  u n iq u e  c la s s  o f  
m a rk -g a in in g  item s w hich we m igh t c a l l  (b o rrow ing  a co in ag e  from  
James Jo y c e ) f i c t s .  ( p p .275 and 279)

The e x a m in e r 's  q u e s t f o r  r e l i a b i l i t y  had  o v e r r id d e n  th e  E n g lish  t e a c h e r 's

concern  f o r  p e rc e p t iv e n e s s  and a  s e n s i t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l  re sp o n se  t o  l i t e r a t u r e .

S ince  an e x am in a tio n  m ust f i r s t  and fo rem o st be  r e l i a b l e  and s in c e

s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a p o o r l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  th e  a tte m p t

had  been  made to  make l i t e r a t u r e  ex a m in a tio n s  as o b je c t iv e  as p o s s ib le .

C le a r ly ,  th e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b je c t iv e  n a tu re  o f  E n g lish  was a t  th e  c e n t r e  o f

th e  p rob lem .

The p roblem s w hich s u b j e c t i v i t y  r a i s e s  f o r  a sse ssm en t may be

i l l u s t r a t e d  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  s tu d y  in v o lv in g  a  com parison  o f  m arker

r e l i a b i l i t y  in  n in e  I r i s h  L eav ing  C e r t i f i c a t e  s u b je c t s ,  in c lu d in g

M athem atics and E n g lis h  (Macnamara and Madaus , 1 9 69 ). An o b je c t iv e

d i s c i p l in e  such  as M athem atics le n d s  i t s e l f  r e a d i ly  t o  o b je c t iv e  t e s t i n g

and c o n se q u e n tly  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  u s u a l ly  a ch iev ed  b u t even

M athem atics i s  c a p a b le  o f  y ie ld in g  u n r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s  once an e lem en t o f

s u b j e c t i v i t y  h as  been  in t ro d u c e d  in to  th e  a s se s sm e n t. The M athem atics

r e s u l t s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere o n ly  s l i g h t l y  more r e l i a b l e  th a n  th e  E n g lish

r e s u l t s .  The p o o r r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  E n g lis h  ex am in a tio n  came as no

s u r p r i s e  s in c e  th e  E n g lish  e s sa y  w as: " . . .  n o to r io u s ly  tro u b leso m e  to

m arkers"  (Macnamara and M adaus, 1969, p . 1 2 ) . The r e a l  s u r p r i s e  was t h a t  :

" . . .  m arker u n r e l i a b i l i t y  in  M athem atics i s  s c a r c e ly  l e s s  pronounced"

( I b id ,  p . 1 3 ) .  The so u rc e  o f  t h i s  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  can be t r a c e d  d i r e c t l y  to

th e  mark scheme em ployed. Exam iners w ere i n s t r u c t e d  to  s u b t r a c t :

F u l l  marks f o r  "A v e ry  s e r io u s  b lu n d e r"
10 marks f o r  "B lunders  o r  s e r io u s  o m iss io n s"

5 marks f o r  "L ess s e r io u s  b lu n d e rs  o r  o m iss io n s"
3 marks f o r  " s l i p s "
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T hus, an exam iner had  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  

b lu n d e r :  " a  v e ry  s e r io u s  b lu n d e r " ,  " a  b lu n d e r"  and a  " l e s s  s e r io u s

b lu n d e r" .  He a l s o  had  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een two ty p e s  o f  o m iss io n : 

" s e r io u s  o m iss io n s"  and " o m is s io n s " . When an exam iner i s  r e q u i r e d  to  mak.e 

t h i s  s o r t  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  he i s  b e in g  asked  t o  make a  s u b je c t iv e  

a sse ssm en t and r e l i a b i l i t y  te n d s  to  d e t e r i o r a t e .  G e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g , 

o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  and 

s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a p o o r l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y .

In  E n g l is h ,  th e  p rob lem  i s  much more i n t r a c t a b l e  b e c a u se  s u b j e c t i v i t y  

i s  in h e re n t  in  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  t e s t * .  S econdary  s c h o o l M athem atics 

i s  a  l a r g e ly  o b je c t iv e  d i s c i p l i n e  and th e re b y  am enable to  o b je c t iv e  

t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s .  A lthough  th e  a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re  d e s c r ib e d  above was 

s u b je c t iv e ,  i t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a sy  t o  c o n s tr u c t  o b je c t iv e  mark schemes f o r  

M athem atics . In  th e  ca se  o f  E n g l is h ,  th e  t e s t i n g  in s tru m e n t i t s e l f  i s  

h ig h ly  s u b je c t iv e  and p re d e te rm in e s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  a sse ssm en t w hich can 

ta k e  p la c e .  For exam ple, an e s sa y  t i t l e  random ly s e le c te d  from  a GCE o r 

CSE E n g lish  Language C om position  P aper co u ld  be  e x p e c te d  to  p roduce  an 

i n f i n i t e  v a r i e ty  o f  r e s p o n s e s .  In d eed , th e  more o r i g i n a l  th e  re s p o n s e , th e  

more l i k e l y  i t  i s  to  be v a lu e d . I t  w ould be  im p o ss ib le  t o  d e v ise  an 

o b je c t iv e  mark scheme to  encom pass and acco u n t f o r  th e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

re sp o n se s  an e s s a y  t i t l e  may be e x p e c te d  to  p ro d u ce . As B a l la rd  (1923) 

p o in te d  o u t :

One o f  th e  d e f e c ts  o f  th e  e ssa y  as a  m easu ring  d e v ic e  . . .  i s  th e  
im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  m aking th e  e s sa y  am enable t o  r i g i d  o b je c t iv e  
m easurem ent . . .  An e s s a y  i s  an i n t r i c a t e  m e n ta l p ro d u c t w hich 
can be a n a ly se d  in  a v a r i e ty  o f  ways and y e t  can n ev e r be 
a n a ly se d  c o m p le te ly  . . .  i t  f a i l s  th ro u g h  i t s  v e ry  w e a l th ■and 
co m p lex ity , ( p p .61- 6 2 )

* W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  m u l t ip le  ch o ice  o r  o th e r  f ix e d - re s p o n s e  o r  sem i
o b je c t iv e  p ro c e d u re s .  However, th e s e  m ethods a re  much l e s s  p o p u la r  and 
l e s s  w id e ly  u sed  in  E n g lish  th a n  th e  f r e e  re s p o n s e /c o n tin u o u s  p ro se  
an sw er.



A d m itte d ly , a n a l y t i c a l  mark schem es* a re  d e v ise d  in  an a t te m p t to  make th e  

a sse ssm en t more o b je c t iv e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e s e  do n o t d e f in e  o r  q u a n t ify  

th e  a c tu a l  c o n te n t o f  th e  e s s a y s  ; th e y  a re  l im i t e d  t o  d e s c r ib in g  th e  

q u a l i t i e s  w hich an e s sa y  i s  e x p e c te d  to  e x h i b i t .  T hus, a lth o u g h  

a n a ly t ic a l ,  schemes may f a c i l i t a t e  agreem ent am ongst exam iners  as to  th e  

ran g e  o f  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a re  t o  be e v a lu a te d ,  th e  amount o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  

in v o lv e d  in  th e  a sse ssm en t i s  red u ce d  v e ry  l i t t l e .  As soon as an exam iner 

i s  r e q u i r e d  to  ju d g e  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich a  p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i t y  i s  p r e s e n t  in  

an e s s a y ,  he i s  b e in g  ask ed  to  make a p e r s o n a l  judgem ent s im i la r  to  t h a t  

r e q u i r e d  o f  th e  M athem atics exam iners in  th e  s tu d y  q u o ted  above. T his 

judgem ent i s  c o lo u re d  by a l l  s o r t s  o f  id i o s y n c r a c ie s : p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s ,

p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  v a lu e s  e t c .  T his has been  con firm ed  by  a  c o n t r o l le d  

ex p erim en t w hich e v a lu a te d  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  and g e n e ra l  

im p re s s io n  mark schemes f o r  a s s e s s in g  0 - L evel E n g lish  Language co m p o sitio n  

s c r i p t s  :

. . .  a n a l y t i c a l  m ark ing  was somewhat f l e x i b l e  in  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  . . .  
The a n a l y t i c a l  m ark ing  o f  co m p o sitio n s  i s  n o t c o m p le te ly  o b je c t iv e  
and g iv e s  room f o r  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  l a t i t u d e  by  th e  m arker so 
t h a t  g e n e ra l  im p re s s io n  comes in to  p la y .

(M o rr is , 1968, p p .9 and IT)

C le a r ly ,  th e  s u b je c t iv e  n a tu re  o f  th e  E n g lis h  e s sa y  and i t s  a sse ssm en t p u ts  

th e  E n g lish  Language c o m p o sitio n  in  a s p e c ia l  p o s i t i o n  am ongst sc h o o l 

s u b je c t s .  I t  goes f a r  to w ard s  e x p la in in g  why th e  a sse ssm e n t o f  E n g lish  has 

e a rn e d  a  r e p u ta t io n  f o r  b e in g  e s p e c i a l l y  u n r e l i a b le  and why, when a number 

o f  e s s a y -b a s e d  ex am in a tio n s  a re  com pared, E n g lish  i s  l i k e l y  to  y i e l d  th e  

l e a s t  r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s  ( s e e ,  f o r  exam ple, Murphy, 1 9 7 8 ). I t  was problem s 

such  as  th e s e  t h a t  th e  R eg io n a l E n g lish  P an e ls  f o r  CSE had  to  f a c e .

In  f a c t ,  by 1965, when CSE was in t ro d u c e d ,  h o s t i l i t y  to w ards

* In  a n a l y t i c a l  m ark ing , each  c r i t e r i o n  in  th e  mark scheme i s  aw arded a 
s e p a r a te  mark and th e  t o t a l  mark i s  a r r iv e d  a t  by ad d in g  th e s e  to g e th e r .  
In  g e n e ra l  im p re ss io n  m ark in g , th e  mark i s  aw arded on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  
e x a m in e r 's  o v e r a l l  im p re ss io n  o f  an e s s a y . A lthough s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  
may be b o rn e  in  m ind, th e s e  a re  n o t a s s e s s e d  s e p a r a t e ly .
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c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n s  was m ounting:

C r i t ic i s m s  o f  th e  G en era l C e r t i f i c a t e  t e s t s  in  E n g lis h  have 
b een  m ounting f o r  y e a rs  . . .  A g la n c e  a t  back  numbers o f  th e  
q u a r t e r ly  "The Use o f  E n g l is h " ,  f o r  exam ple, w i l l  r e v e a l  s c o re s  
o f  h o s t i l e  comments. ( E n g lish  Exam ined, 1966, p . l )

In  view  o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  r e c o n c i l in g  ex am in a tio n s  w ith  good E n g lish

te a c h in g ,  i t  may seem somewhat s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  th e  B eloe R ep o rt (1960 ) had

recommended th e  c r e a t io n  o f  y e t  a n o th e r  e x am in a tio n  in  E n g lis h . However,

i t s  i n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  CSE sh o u ld  n o t become j u s t  a n o th e r  e x a m in a tio n . The

im p o rtan ce  o f  CSE was t h a t  i t  was d e s ig n e d  to  b e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from  any

o th e r  ex a m in a tio n :

. . .  i t  i s  ou r c o n s id e re d  view  t h a t  many o f  th e  d e f e c ts  and 
d an g ers  we found in  th e  e x i s t i n g  e x am in a tio n s  a r i s e  n o t from  th e  
i n t r i n s i c  n a tu re  o f  ex am in a tio n s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  b u t  from  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  in  w hich th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  have grown 
up . . .  We a re  co n v in ced  t h a t ,  i f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  a re  
f u l f i l l e d ,  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  can make a c o n s t r u c t iv e  con
t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p ro c e s s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l .

(B eloe R e p o r t ,  1960 , p p .27-28)

As W halley ( 1969 ) o b se rv ed : •

The s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  CSE e x am in a tio n  l i e s  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  in  
i t s  p re se n c e  as y e t  a n o th e r  ex am in a tio n  w hich w i l l  a g g ra v a te  th e  
p rob lem  p re s e n te d  by th e  h a rm fu l e f f e c t s  o f  e x a m in a tio n s , b u t as 
an a t te m p t to  s o lv e  i t .  ( p .7)

I t  i s  in  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  CSE sh o u ld  be ju d g e d .

A lthough  CSE r e p re s e n te d  one o f  th e  m ost f a r - r e a c h in g  r e v o lu t io n s  in

exam ining  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n try  has e x p e r ie n c e d , a lm o st two decades have p a sse d

s in c e  t h i s  g r e a t  ex p erim en t was la u n ch ed  and:

. . .  no a u t h o r i t a t i v e  su rv ey  has y e t  been  a tte m p te d  o f  th e  
ach iev em en ts  and le s s o n s  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  w ork. (D ixon, 1977, p . 8)

The p r e s e n t  e n q u iry  i s  an a t te m p t t o  e v a lu a te  some o f  th e s e  "ach iev em en ts

and le s s o n s "  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  E n g lish  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion .

2 . THE PRESENT ENQUIRY : ITS NATURE AND PURPOSE

S ince  i t s  b e g in n in g s  in  th e  l 8 5 0 's ,  sc h o o l exam ining  had  ev o lv ed  as 

an e x te r n a l  a c t i v i t y .  E xam inations w ere co n d u c ted  by a u t h o r i t i e s  w hich
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w ere q u i te  s e p a r a te  from  th e  s c h o o ls  w hich u sed  them . CSE sou g h t to

r e v o lu t io n iz e  t h i s  hy g iv in g  th e  te a c h e r  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  r e a l  power and

in f lu e n c e  in  th e  new ex am in a tio n :

E f f e c t iv e  te a c h e r  c o n t r o l  o f  s y l la b u s  c o n te n t ,  ex a m in a tio n  
p a p e rs  and exam in ing  te c h n iq u e s  i s  th e  ro ck  on w hich th e  CSE 
sy stem  w i l l  s ta n d .  ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 ,1 9 6 3 , p . 3)

S ince  th e  te a c h e r  was made th e  p iv o t a l  p o in t  in  th e  new sy s tem , i t  was

f e l t  t h a t  th e  b e s t  way o f  g a in in g  i n s ig h t  in to  th e  w ork ings o f  CSE E n g lish

in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion was to  c o n c e n tr a te  on th e  view s o f  p r a c t i s i n g

te a c h e r s .  T h e re fo re ,  a l l  o f  th e  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  in  t h i s  e n q u iry  came from

p r a c t i s i n g  t e a c h e r s . T h e ir  p e r s p e c t iv e s  form  th e  b a s i s  f o r  an e v a lu a t io n

o f  CSE E n g lish  in  t h i s  r e g io n .

The i n i t i a l  s ta g e  o f  th e  in v e s t i g a t io n  in v o lv e d  in te rv ie w s  w ith  p eo p le  

who had h e ld  p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  ex a m in a tio n  

a t  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  o f  i t s  developm ent. The q u e s tio n s  re v o lv e d  around  th e  

exam ining  p ro c e d u re s  em ployed in  CSE and t h e i r  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  f o r  

E n g lis h . A lthough  some s ta n d a rd  q u e s tio n s  w ere u sed  in  a l l  o f  th e  

in te r v ie w s ,  o th e rs  v a r ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e  

(se e  A ppendix 4 f o r  a  sam ple o f  th e  ty p e  o f  q u e s tio n s  u s e d ) .  Some o f  th e  

q u e s tio n s  w ere s t r u c t u r e d  b u t many w ere open an d , once an is s u e  had  been  

r a i s e d ,  th e  in te rv ie w e e  commented f r e e l y  on any a s p e c t  o f  i t  w hich was o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  to  him  o r  h e r .  I n i t i a l l y ,  th e  a re a s  f o r  in v e s t i g a 

t i o n  w ere s u g g e s te d  by background  re a d in g  on th e  aims o f  CSE and by  

d is c u s s io n s  w ith  b o a rd  o f f i c i a l s  in c lu d in g  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  B oard and 

th e  o f f i c e r  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  E n g lis h .

The in te rv ie w s  n o t o n ly  p ro v id e d  a  s e n se  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  and developm ent 

o f  th e  e x am in a tio n  b u t a l s o  gave an in s ig h t  i n t o  th e  v a ry in g  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

o f  p eo p le  who had  f u l f i l l e d  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t io n s .  The in te rv ie w e e s  f e l l  in to  

two b ro a d  and som etim es o v e r la p p in g  c a te g o r ie s :  th o s e  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e

o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  and th o s e  in v o lv e d  in  fo rm u la tin g  p o l ic y  and 

d e v is in g  s y l la b u s e s .  The f i r s t  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e d  two Mode I  C h ie f
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E x am iners , a  C h ie f Exam iner f o r  a l a r g e  Mode 3 C onsortium , an A s s is ta n t  

C h ie f E xam iner, an LEA A d v ise r f o r  E x te rn a l  E x am in a tio n s , a Mode 3 

A sse sso r and Mode I  L i t e r a t u r e  M odera to r. The second c a te g o ry  in c lu d e d  a 

Chairman o f  th e  R eg io n a l E n g lis h  P a n e l ,  two V ice Chairmen and two o th e r  

members o f  th e  R eg io n a l P a n e l . S in ce  a l l  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  h a d , a t  some 

s ta g e ,  been  c lo s e ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n , i t  was 

d ec id ed  to  r e d r e s s  th e  b a la n c e  by in te rv ie w in g  a  number o f  te a c h e r s  whose 

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  CSE was l i m i t e d  t o  th e  c la ss ro o m . Nine t e a c h e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  

Modes I  and  3 , a l l  o f  whom had  c o n s id e ra b le  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  te a c h in g  CSE b u t 

had  n o t h e ld  any s p e c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  i t ,  to o k  p a r t  in  

t h i s .  These te a c h e r s  came from  sc h o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e g io n .  The 

in te r v ie w s ,  w hich l a s t e d  betw een one and th r e e  h o u rs ,  w ere d e t a i l e d  and 

s e a rc h in g . Each in te rv ie w  was ta p e - r e c o rd e d  and th e n  t r a n s c r i b e d  so t h a t  

th e  q u o ta t io n s  u sed  in  th e  s tu d y  a r e  an e x a c t r e c o rd  o f  what in te rv ie w e e s  

s a id .  In  o rd e r  to  p re s e rv e  t h e i r  anonym ity , each  in te rv ie w e e  has been  

a s s ig n e d  an i d e n t i t y  number w ith  th e  p r e f i x  " l "  to  show t h a t  th e  comment 

was made d u r in g  an in te rv ie w .

At th e  same tim e  as th e s e  in te rv ie w s  w ere b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  a d e t a i l e d  

l i t e r a t u r e  s e a rc h  was u n d e rta k e n . On th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  in te rv ie w s  and th e  

background  r e a d in g ,  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  was d e v ise d  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  m ajor 

i s s u e s  th e y  had  i d e n t i f i e d .  S in ce  th e  a sse ssm en t o f  E n g lish  i s  such a 

b ro a d  t o p i c ,  i t  was d e c id e d  to  l i m i t  th e  f i e l d  o f  e n q u iry  by c o n c e n tr a t in g  

on th o s e  a re a s  where EMREB had  made im p o r ta n t in n o v a t io n s :  th e  a ssessm en t

o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  spoken E n g lish  and co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. The q u e s t io n n a ir e  

was d iv id e d  in to  fo u r  s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  d e a l t  b r i e f l y  w ith  th e  

re s p o n d e n ts ’ p e r s o n a l  d e t a i l s :  te a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  CSE,

mode o f  e x am in a tio n  u sed  e t c . A seco n d , lo n g e r  s e c t io n  was g e n e ra l  and 

d e a l t  w ith  v a r io u s  i s s u e s  in c lu d in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a sse ssm en t 

p ro c e d u re s ,  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  r e t a in in g  some o f  them  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  

p ro p o sed  r e v is io n  o f  th e  e x a m in a t io n s ’ system  a t  l6 +  and th e  demands
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a s s o c ia te d  w ith  CSE. C ontinuous a sse ssm en t was a ls o  in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  

s e c t io n .  The t h i r d  s e c t io n  fo c u sse d  on th e  a sse ssm en t o f  o ra c y  and th e  

f i n a l  s e c t io n  upon l i t e r a t u r e  (s e e  A ppendix l ) .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 

im p o rta n t f o r  th e  r e s e a r c h  t o  c o n c e n tr a te  on th o s e  a re a s  o f  th e  a ssessm en t 

w hich r e p r e s e n te d  f r e s h  d e p a r tu re s  r a t h e r  th a n  on th o s e  w hich used  

e x i s t i n g  m ethods abo u t w hich a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  in fo rm a tio n  was 

a l re a d y  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e re fo re ,  th e  Mode I  w r i t t e n  lan g u ag e  p a p e rs  re c e iv e d  

c o m p a ra tiv e ly  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  s in c e  th e  t e s t i n g  o f  lan g u ag e  by a  f i n a l  

ex am in a tio n  was a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e  by 1965. T h is i s  n o t to  

su g g e s t t h a t  th e r e  w ere no new o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a tu r e s  t o  t h i s  a s se s sm e n t. 

N e v e r th e le s s ,  any changes w hich d id  ta k e  p la c e  w ere made w ith in  th e  

c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n  fram ew ork. T hus, th e  q u e s tio n s  w ere d e s ig n e d  to  

probe th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  sam ple to w ard s  th e  more n o v e l a s p e c ts  o f  th e  

E n g lish  a sse ssm e n t and th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  went th ro u g h  num erous d r a f t  

v e rs io n s  b e fo re  a  p i l o t  s tu d y  was co n d u c ted .

The p i l o t  s tu d y  to o k  p la c e  in  L e i c e s te r s h i r e  and fo u r  sc h o o ls  w ere 

s e le c te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  v a r i e ty  o f  sch o o l ty p e ,  s i z e ,  g e o g ra p h ic a l 

lo c a t io n  and mode o f  e x am in a tio n  to  be e n c o u n te re d  in  th e  r e g io n .  A t o t a l  

o f  tw en ty  te a c h e r s  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  p i l o t  s tu d y  an d , a f t e r  th e y  had 

com pleted  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  m e e tin g s  w ere a r ra n g e d  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  

m ight comment on i t . -  The f i n a l  v e r s io n  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  in c o rp o ra te d  

a  number o f  m o d if ic a t io n s  to  th e  w ording  and fo rm at o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  made 

as a  r e s u l t  o f  th e s e  m e e tin g s .

Most o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  to o k  th e  form  o f  f ix e d - re s p o n s e  item s and 

re sp o n d e n ts  s im p ly  had  to  t i c k  th e  box o r  boxes o p p o s ite  to  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  

r e s p o n s e ( s ) .  T h is  q u e s tio n  fo rm at was chosen  f o r  two re a s o n s .  F i r s t l y ,  

b ecause  th e  a r e a  o f  e n q u iry  was b ro a d , th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  was lo n g  (tw e lv e  

pages in  a l l ) .  I t  was a p p re c ia te d  t h a t  i f  b usy  te a c h e r s  w ere to  be 

e x p e c te d  to  com plete  such  a  d e t a i l e d  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  some m ethod m ust be 

found to  f a c i l i t a t e  co m p le tio n , making i t  q u ic k  and e a sy . However, i t  was



n o t s im p ly  c o n s id e r a t io n s  o f  ex p ed ien cy  w hich prom pted th e  ch o ice  o f  f ix e d -  

re sp o n se  i te m s . I f  th e  q u e s tio n s  had been  o p en -en d ed , th e  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  

w ould have been  id io s y n c r a t i c  and in c o m p le te  and i t  w ould have been 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  any common ground betw een  th e  d i f f e r e n t  v ie w p o in ts  

o r  to  re a c h  d e f i n i t e  c o n c lu s io n s  on p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s .  The v a lu e  o f  f ix e d -  

re sp o n se  item s  i s  t h a t  th e y  e n su re  t h a t  re sp o n d e n ts  a d d re s s  th e m se lv e s  to  

th e  i s s u e s  w hich have been  i d e n t i f i e d  as  im p o rta n t by th e  r e s e a r c h e r  and 

t h a t  t h e i r  re sp o n se s  ta k e  a  form  w hich can be m e a n in g fu lly  a n a ly se d  and 

com pared. However, i t  was re c o g n is e d  t h a t  f ix e d - re s p o n s e  ite m s  do have 

draw backs. They fo rc e  re s p o n d e n ts  to  p la c e  t h e i r  own v iew s in to  c a te g o r ie s  

in to  w hich th e y  may n o t co m fo rta b ly  f i t  and th e y  a llo w  them  no freedom  to  

a m p lify  t h e i r  own p o in ts  o f  v iew  o r  to  q u a l i f y  th e  re sp o n se s  th e y  have 

made. For th e s e  r e a s o n s ,  sp aces  w ere p ro v id e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  

w here re s p o n d e n ts  c o u ld  comment f r e e l y .  T h is b le n d in g  o f  f ix e d - re s p o n s e  

and f r e e - r e s p o n s e  item s  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  was an a t te m p t to  com bine th e  

b e s t  o f  b o th  p ro c e d u re s .*

I t  was f o r  s im i la r  re a so n s  t h a t  two d i f f e r e n t  m ethods o f  e n q u iry ,  th e  

p e r s o n a l  in te r v ie w  and th e  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  p o s t a l  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  w ere em ployed, 

The o n e - to -o n e  in te rv ie w  can p ro v id e  a d e t a i l e d  i n s ig h t  in to  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ’ s v iew s b u t l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  tim e  and manpower mean t h a t  such  a 

p ro c e d u re  can o n ly  be u sed  on a sm a ll s c a le .  A l a r g e - s c a l e  s tu d y , 

r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  th e  view s o f  te a c h e r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e g io n ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  

u s in g  a  m ethod w hereby a  la r g e  amount o f  d a ta  c o u ld  be  c o l l e c t e d .  Thus, 

t h i s  s tu d y  com bines l a r g e - s c a l e ,  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  w ith  q u a l i t a t i v e  d a ta  in  

th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  two can be m u tu a lly  e n l ig h te n in g .  I t  was a l s o  f e l t  to

* At th e  o u t s e t ,  com plete  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  was g u a ra n te e d  to  b o th  th e  
in d iv id u a l  and h i s  s c h o o l. T h e re fo re , each  s u b je c t  was a s s ig n e d  an 
i d e n t i t y  num ber. Where t h e i r  comments have been  q u o te d , th e s e  i d e n t i t y  
numbers a r e  p r e f ix e d  w ith  th e  l e t t e r  "Q". T h is  i s  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  them  
from  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  whose numbers a re  p r e f ix e d  w ith  th e  l e t t e r  " I " .  
The column o f  boxes in  th e  r ig h th a n d  m arg in  o f  each  page o f  th e  
q u e s t io n n a ir e  was f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  cod ing  and co m p u ta tio n .
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be im p o rta n t to  c o l l e c t  some l a r g e - s c a l e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  s in c e  so many 

o f  th e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by th e  a sse ssm en t o f  E n g lish  have o n ly  been  s tu d ie d  

on a  sm a ll s c a le .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  know how f a r  th e  view s 

e x p re s se d  a re  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  and how f a r  th e y  a re  th e  i d io s y n c r a t i c  view s 

o f  th e  in d iv id u a l s  co n ce rn ed . The u n c e r t a in ty  i s  in c re a s e d  by th e  deg ree  

o f  c o n f l i c t  am ongst th e  view s e x p re s s e d . T h e re fo re ,  in  an a r e a  c h a r a c te r 

iz e d  by s m a l l - s c a le  s tu d ie s  and c o n f l i c t i n g  p e r s o n a l  o p in io n s ,  i t  has been  

u s e f u l  to  c o l l e c t  some l a r g e - s c a l e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta .

The t h i r d  s ta g e  in  th e  e n q u iry  was to  s e l e c t  a sam ple o f  s u b je c t s  who 

w ould r e c e iv e  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  S in ce  th e  e n q u iry  was in te n d e d  to  be 

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  r e g io n ,  c o n s id e ra b le  c a re  had to  be ta k e n  w ith  

th e  d e s ig n  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  in v e s t i g a t io n .  The E a s t M idland Region i s  

a  la r g e  a r e a  c o v e r in g  th e  c o u n tie s  o f  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ,  N o ttin g h a m sh ire , 

D e rb y sh ire , N o rth a m p to n sh ire , L in c o ln s h ire  and South  H um berside. Not o n ly  

do th e s e  c o u n t ie s  v a ry  in  s iz e  and ty p e  b u t t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  p ro v is io n  

v a r ie s  enorm ously  ra n g in g  from  l a r g e ,  n o n - s e le c t iv e  community c o l le g e s  to  

s e l e c t i v e  grammar sc h o o ls  and seco n d ary  modern s c h o o ls .  I f  th e  sam ple was 

to  be r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  th e  r e g io n  as  a w h o le , th e  i n t e r -  and in t r a - c o u n ty  

v a r i a t i o n s  in  s iz e  had  to  be m a in ta in e d  in  th e  sam ple.

The EMREB R e g is te r  o f  C en tres  was u sed  to  s e l e c t  th e  sam ple . P r io r  to  

s e l e c t i o n ,  c o l le g e s  o f  f u r t h e r  e d u c a tio n  and s p e c ia l  s c h o o ls  were 

e l im in a te d  a s  u n r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  b u t in d e p en d en t sc h o o ls  w ere r e t a in e d .  A 

t o t a l  o f  1U9 s c h o o ls  was s e le c te d  u s in g  random number t a b l e s  and th e  

sam ple was s t r a t i f i e d  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  r e g io n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  s i z e .  T h is  

e n su red  ad eq u a te  coverage  o f  th e  re g io n  a s  a  w hole and k e p t th e  p ro p o r t io n s  

w ith in  and betw een  a re a s  c o n s ta n t  ( e .g .  D e rb y sh ire  a c c o u n te d  fo r  90 

u se a b le  c e n t r e s  w hereas L in c o ln s h ir e  had  o n ly  45. T h e re fo re ,  th e  i n i t i a l  

sam ple in c lu d e d  38 D erb y sh ire  sc h o o ls  and 19 L in c o ln s h ir e  s c h o o l s . )

I n i t i a l  c o n ta c t  was made w ith  th e  Head o f  E n g lish  D epartm ent in  each  

sch o o l who re c e iv e d  an in t r o d u c to r y  l e t t e r  e x p la in in g  th e  n a tu re  and
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p u rp o se  o f  th e  e n q u iry . H e/she was a sk ed  to  com plete  a b r i e f  in fo rm a tio n  

s h e e t  (s e e  A ppendix 2) w hich r e q u e s te d  th e  fo llo w in g  d e t a i l s :

(a )  d id  th e  E n g lish  D epartm ent u se  CSE?
(b ) i f  y e s ,  w hich m ode(s) w as/w ere used?
(c )  th e  names o f  te a c h e r s  whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in c lu d e d  CSE 

E n g lish  c o u rs e s .

A stam ped a d d re s s e d  en v e lo p e  was e n c lo se d  w ith  each  l e t t e r .  89% o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  c o n ta c te d  ( i . e .  133) r e p l i e d .  E ig h te e n  o f  th e s e  sc h o o ls  d id  n o t 

use  CSE f o r  E n g lis h  and so th e  f i n a l  sam ple in c lu d e d  115 s c h o o ls .  The 

in fo rm a tio n  th u s  p ro v id e d  e n a b le d  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  to  c o n ta c t  each  te a c h e r  

p e r s o n a l ly  and r e q u e s t  h i s / h e r  a s s i s ta n c e  in  th e  r e s e a r c h  (se e  A ppendix 3 ) .  

640 te a c h e r s  r e c e iv e d  a q u e s t io n n a ir e  to g e th e r  w ith  a  c o v e rin g  l e t t e r  and a 

stam ped a d d re s se d  e n v e lo p e . The q u e s t io n n a ir e s  w ere d is p a tc h e d  in  

Septem ber 1979 and a 69% re sp o n se  r a t e  was a c h ie v e d . The r e s u l t i n g  d a ta  

was a n a ly se d  u s in g  th e  S t a t i s t i c a l  Package f o r  S o c ia l  S c i e n t i s t s  (N ie e t  a l . ,

1975).
T his s tu d y  opens w ith  two c h a p te rs  w hich t r a c e  th e  h i s t o r y  o f

ex am in a tio n s  from  I 85O u n t i l  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  CSE in  I 965 . CSE was b o th

a re sp o n se  t o  and a r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  a h i s t o r y  f r a u g h t  w ith  p rob lem s. As

W halley (1 9 6 9 ) p o in te d  o u t :

In  o rd e r  to  a p p r e c ia te  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  and p u rp o se  o f  th e  CSE, 
and th e  p o in t  b e h in d  many o f  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  i t s  sy s tem , i t  i s  
n e c e s s a ry  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  background  w hich t h i s  sequence o f  e v e n ts  
p ro v id e s  . . .  a l th o u g h  th e  CSE e x am in a tio n  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new 
e x am in a tio n  i t  i s  c lo s e ly  concerned  w ith  i s s u e s  w hich have b een  o f  
g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  f o r  many y e a r s . I t s  in t r o d u c t io n  i s  n o t an 
i s o l a t e d  in c id e n t .  ( p . 8)

Many o f  th e  p roblem s w hich CSE was d e s ig n e d  to  overcome had p e r s i s t e d  f o r

more th a n  a  c e n tu ry  w hich m eant t h a t  CSE was ta c k l in g  th e  same problem s in

1965 t h a t  had  b e s e t  ex am in a tio n s  in  th e  l8 5 0 ’s .  As E b e l (1972) rem arked:

. . .  th e  problem s o f  e d u c a t io n a l  m easurem ent a re  p e r s i s t e n t l y  
p e r e n n ia l  . . .  th e  p roblem s . . .  t h a t  b o th e re d  o u r p re d e c e s s o rs  
s t i l l  b o th e r  u s . ( p . 27)

T his i s  n o t to  s u g g e s t t h a t  CSE was p a r t  o f  a smooth e v o lu t io n a ry

p ro c e s s :  th e  n e x t phase  in  a  l o g i c a l  p ro c e ss  o f  developm ent. CSE i s
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im p o r ta n t t o  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  exam ining  b eca u se  i t  r e p re s e n te d  a  tu r n in g

p o in t ,  a r a d i c a l  b re a k  w ith  p re c e d e n t .  W hereas p re v io u s  re fo rm s  had

d is p la y e d  a  r e lu c ta n c e  t o  r e v i s e  r a d i c a l l y  th e  e x i s t i n g  sy stem , th e  most

s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f  CSE was i t s  e x p e r im e n ta l n a tu r e .  T h is  was a p p re c ia te d

by th e  M in is te r  o f  E d u c a tio n , B oyle (1963 ) ,  who p r a i s e d  CSE f o r  i t s

" . . .  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  b re a k  new g round":

The e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  S econdary  E d u c a tio n  
p r e s e n ts  th e  te a c h e r s  w ith  a u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  c r e a t e ,  f o r  
th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  o u r e d u c a t io n a l  h i s t o r y ,  an e x a m in a t io n s ’ 
sy stem  w hich i s  w h o lly  th e  s e rv a n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls .

( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 , 1963 , p . i i i )

I t  i s  in  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  e v a lu a te s  th e  developm ent o f  

CSE E n g lis h  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion .

A lthough  C h ap te rs  3 , 4 and 5 a re  co nce rned  w ith  a n a ly s in g  and 

i n t e r p r e t i n g  d a ta  from  th e  in te rv ie w s  and q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r s p e c t iv e  i s  b o rn e  in  mind th ro u g h o u t and c o lo u rs  th e  e v a lu a t io n .

C h ap te r 3 , w hich i s  con ce rn ed  w ith  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, opens by lo o k in g  

b r i e f l y  a t  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  p ro c e d u re  and w hat i t  was hoped c o u ld  be 

a c h ie v e d  by a g r e a t e r  u se  o f  i t  in  CSE. I t  th e n  exam ines th e  u se  w hich  h as  

been  made o f  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion and e v a lu a te s  i t s  

u s e f u ln e s s ,  com menting on i t s  p i t f a l l s  and problem s as w e ll  as i t s  

s u c c e s s e s .  C h ap te r 4 i s  co nce rned  w ith  l i t e r a t u r e .  A rev iew  o f  th e  s t a t e  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam in ing  p r i o r  t o  1965 i s  fo llo w e d  by an a p p r a i s a l  o f  how 

f a r  EMREB’s r e v o lu t io n a r y  approach  has su cceed ed  in  overcom ing th e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p rob lem s o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a s se s sm e n t. Exam ining spoken E n g lish  

i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  C hap ter 5 w hich t r a c e s  th e  h i s to r y  o f  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  

and th e  way in  w hich t h i s  has in f lu e n c e d  th e  s ta n d in g  o f  o racy  in  r e c e n t  

y e a r s .  T h is  i s  fo llo w e d  by a  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  a ssessm en t p roblem s 

w hich th e  o r a l  medium r a i s e s  and th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ’ a t t i t u d e s  t o  th e s e  

p ro b lem s. F in a l ly ,  each  o f  th e  p ro c e d u re s  w hich has been  u sed  by  EMREB in  

i t s  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y  ( re a d in g  a lo u d , th e  t a l k ,  o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  

group d is c u s s io n  and th e  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t o f  c o u rse  c o n t r ib u t io n )  i s
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a n a ly se d  s e p a r a t e ly .  A f i n a l  c h a p te r  i s  d ev o ted  to  draw ing  to g e th e r  

b r i e f l y  th e  m ain f in d in g s  o f  th e  su rv e y  and t r y i n g  to  re a c h  some o v e r a l l  

c o n c lu s io n s .  The b ib l io g ra p h y  i s  o rg a n is e d  in  a lp h a b e t i c a l  o rd e r  by 

s e c t io n s .  Works w hich a re  o n ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  c h a p te r  a re  

r e f e r e n c e d  u n d er th e  a p p r o p r ia te  s e c t io n .  Those w hich a re  r e f e r r e d  to  in  

more th a n  one p la c e  ap p ea r i n  th e  g e n e ra l  s e c t io n  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  as do 

works m en tioned  in  th e  I n t r o d u c t io n .

CSE was an a tte m p t t o  r e v o lu t io n iz e  n o t o n ly  te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining

b u t  a l s o  th e  e x i s t i n g  power s t r u c t u r e  w ith in  e x a m in a tio n s . A lmost tw en ty

y e a rs  have p a sse d  s in c e  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  CSE an d , b e c a u se  so many o f

i t s  p ro c e d u re s  w ere n o v e l in  1965, i t  i s  now tim e ly  to  c o n s id e r  w hat

te a c h e r s  th in k  h as  been  a c h ie v e d . T h is  in v e s t ig a t io n  was encou raged  by

John  D ixon’s r e g r e t ,  e x p re s se d  in  1977 , t h a t : ,

In  g e n e r a l ,  o v e r th e  p a s t  tw e lv e  y e a rs  th e r e  has been  more 
f l e x i b i l i t y  and ex p erim en t in  th e  p u b lic  exam ining  o f  E n g lish  
th a n  o v e r  th e  p re v io u s  h a l f  c e n tu ry  . . .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  no 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  su rv ey  has y e t  been  a tte m p te d  o f  th e  ach ievem en ts 
and le s s o n s  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  w ork. (D ixon, 1977, p . 8)



CHAPTER ONE

THE EARLY YEARS (1850-194?)

1 . THE EARLIEST PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS

I t  i s  custom ary  f o r  h i s t o r i e s  o f  exam ining t o  open w ith  an acco u n t 

o f  th e  a n c ie n t  C h inese  system  o f  p u b lic  ex am in a tio n s  u sed  to  r e c r u i t  

c i v i l  s e r v a n ts  ( s e e  J u d g e s , 1969 ) .  However-, betw een  t h i s  a n c ie n t  C hinese 

system  and th e  sudden grow th  o f  exam ining in  E ng land , in  th e  m id d le  o f  

t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v id en ce  o f  any c i v i l i s a t i o n  

p ro d u c in g  a  w e ll-d e v e lo p e d  system  o f  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . P u b lic  

exam ining  was o n ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  on a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s c a le  in  th e  mid l8 0 0 's  

when, "Exam ining became a  u n iv e r s a l  in d u s t r y ,  B r i t a in  le a d in g  th e  

c i v i l i s e d  w o rld "  (J u d g e s , I 9 6 9 , p . 2 9 ). In  f a c t ,  th e  O xford and 

Cam bridge " l o c a l s " ,  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  I 8 5 8 , have been  d e s c r ib e d  a s ,  " . . .  

t h e  r e a l  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s c h o o l- le a v in g  ex am in a tio n "  ( I b i d ,  p . 3 0 ) .

T hus, a l th o u g h  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  e d u c a tio n  s t r e t c h e s  back  over many 

c e n t u r i e s ,  p u b lic  exam ining i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new phenomenon, th e  r o o ts  

o f  w hich a re  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  c e n tu ry .

The number o f  p u b lic  ex am in a tio n s  i n s t i t u t e d  in  th e  I 85O ’s i s  

q u i te  re m a rk a b le . The fo llo w in g  l i s t  p ro v id e s  some in d i c a t i o n  o f  th e

m ush room -like  g row th  w hich to o k  p la c e  in  t h a t  d ecad e :

1853 C o lleg e  o f  P re c e p to rs

1853 R oyal M i l i t a r y  Academy a t  Woolwich

1855 Home C iv i l  S e rv ic e



1855 In d ia n  C iv i l  S e rv ic e

1858 O xford D elegacy  " lo c a l s "

1858 Cam bridge S y n d ic a te  " lo c a l s "

1858 U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Durham

1858 U n iv e r s i ty  o f London

Even t h i s  does n o t convey th e  f u l l  e x te n t  o f  t h e  developm ent b e c a u se  i t  

o n ly  r e f e r s  t o  ex am in a tio n s  e s ta b l i s h e d  i n  th e  l 8 5 0 ’s and th o s e  w hich 

w ere u sed  by  s c h o o ls .  T here  w ere numerous o th e r  ex am in a tio n s  c r e a te d  

l a t e r  i n  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  as w e l l  a s  th o s e  d e v ise d  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o th e r  th a n  s c h o o ls .*  Why d id  p u b lic  exam ining e x p e r ie n c e  such  a 

sudden  ex p an s io n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ?

A lthough  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  t o  p ro v id e  a  com prehensive  answ er t o  t h i s

q u e s t io n  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t o f  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  t h i s  grow th

r e f l e c t e d  m a jo r s o c i a l  changes th e n  o v e r ta k in g  B r i t a i n .  P a tro n a g e  had

been  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m ethod o f  r e c ru i tm e n t  t o  p o s i t io n s  o f  ra n k  and

im p o rta n c e  b u t ,  a s  s o c ie ty  became in c r e a s in g ly  com plex, th e r e  was a

s h i f t  away from  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m ethod o f r e c ru i tm e n t  to w ard s  p roven

m e r i t  and a b i l i t y .  Seme o f t h e  changes i n  th e  f a b r i c  o f  B r i t i s h  s o c ie ty

w hich le d  t o  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  c o m p e tit iv e  ex am in a tio n s  a r e  o u t l in e d  by

Montgomery (19T8):

G rea t B r i t a i n  f lo u r i s h e d  a t  th e  c e n t r e  o f  a  m ig h ty  em p ire .
L arge  s o c i a l  o r g a n is a t io n s  o f  a  new o rd e r  w ere dev e lo p ed  to  
cope  w ith  r e s p o n s i b l i t i e s  a t  home and a b ro a d , and th e s e  
r e q u i r e d  com petent o f f i c i a l s  i f  th e y  w ere t o  o p e ra te  sm o o th ly . 
T here  was p r e s s u r e  i n  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  f o r  
th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f t e s t s  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  o r even f o r  open 
c o m p e tit io n  f o r  r e c r u i t s  to  im p o rta n t p u b lic  p o s t s . . .  The 
m id d le  o f  t h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  saw a  v a s t  e x te n s io n  o f  
e x a m in in g . ..  E xam inations s u i te d  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  age and 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  came t o  b e  p roduced  f o r  c a n d id a te s  in  t h e i r  
t h o u s a n d s . . .  So a l l- e m b ra c in g  was th e  w hole a p p a ra tu s  o f  
e x a m in a tio n s , and such  was th e  demand f o r  q u a l i f i e d  p e rso n s  
t h a t  t h e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  s o c ie ty  s h i f t e d .  I t  was a p p a re n t by 
1958 t h a t  a  r e v o lu t io n  had ta k e n  p la c e  c l e a r l y  d e s c r ib e d  by 
M ichae l Young in  "The R ise  o f  M e r ito c ra c y " , ( p p .2 ,  3 and 5 ) .

* For exam ple, th e  ex am in a tio n s  d e v ise d  by th e  f u r t h e r  e d u c a tio n  i n s t i t u t e s  
f o r  th e  w orking  c l a s s e s  ( s e e  th e  B eloe R e p o r t ,  I9 6 0 , p . 4) a t  a p e r io d  
when seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  was l a r g e ly  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  th e  fe e -p a y in g  
m id d le  and u p p er c l a s s e s .



The co m p o sitio n  o f  s o c ie ty  was a ls o  ch an g in g :

At t h i s  tim e  th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  w ere in c r e a s in g  f a s t ,  and th e  
endowed and p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls  in c re a s e d  i n  s i z e  and number to  
p ro v id e  f o r  them . E xam inations came in to  b e in g  t o  m eet th e  
needs o f  th e s e  sc h o o ls  f o r  s ta n d a r d s . (B eloe  R e p o r t ,  I9 6 0 , p . 3)

T hus, i n  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s ,  t h i s  grow th  com plem ented fu n d am en ta l s o c i a l

changes a s  w e ll  a s  e x p an s io n  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n . The

1911  R ep o rt o f  t h e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  Comm ittee on E xam inations i n  S econdary

S choo ls  drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  v a lu a b le  r o l e  w hich ex am in a tio n s  had

p la y e d  in  t h i s  e x p an s io n :

. . .  we w ish  to  r e c o rd  a t  an  e a r ly  s ta g e  in  ou r r e p o r t  ou r 
f irm  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  an  immense d eb t o f  g r a t i t u d e  i s  owing 
t o  th e s e  b o d ie s  ( i . e .  t h e  exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s )  f o r  th e  s e r v ic e s  
th e y  have re n d e re d  t o  n a t io n a l  e d u c a t io n . . .  d u r in g  a l l  th e s e  
y e a r s  when th e  S ta t e  has been  u n w ill in g  o r  u n a b le  to  do 
a n y th in g , th e s e  v a r io u s  b o d ie s  saw w hat was needed in  th e  
s c h o o ls  and s e t  th e m se lv e s  t o  su p p ly  i t .  We have no doubt 
w h a tev e r t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  have much o f  th e  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  
im provem ents in  Secondary  S choo ls  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  50 y e a r s .

(pp ; 4 -5 )

However, s in c e  t h e r e  was no c e n t r a l  body t o  o v e rse e  and c o - o r d in a te

th e s e  d ev e lo p m en ts , ex am in a tio n s  te n d e d  t o  s p r in g  up on an  ad hoc

b a s i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  n eed s :

H eadm asters and m i s t r e s s e s ,  in f lu e n c e d  e i t h e r  by  p a t r i o t i s m  
t o  t h e i r  own u n i v e r s i t y  o r  by th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  
e x am in a tio n  was m ore s u i te d  to  t h e i r  own c u r r ic u lu m , showed 
a n x ie ty  t o  b e  exam ined by one p a r t i c u l a r  b o d y , and so h e lp e d  
i n  many c a s e s  t o  le a d  to  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  more th a n  one 
ex a m in a tio n  c e n t r e  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d , ( i b i d ,  p . 30)

In  many w ays, t h i s  freedom  from  s t a t e  c o n t r o l ,  and th e  a b i l i t y  t o  s e t

up e x am in a tio n s  a s  and when th e y  w ere n eed ed , was u s e f u l  in  th e  e a r ly

d a y s . D e s p ite  th e s e  a d v a n ta g e s , t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was a  dangerous one a s

t h e  S ch o o ls  I n q u iry  Commission (1868 ) fo u n d .

2 . THE SITUATION BY I 86 8 : THE REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS INQUIRY COMMISSION

U nchecked by any form  o f  s t a t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  

q u ic k ly  found  i t s e l f  f lo o d e d  b y , " . . .  an u n c o n t ro l le d  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f



ex am in a tio n s"  (B eloe R e p o r t ,  I9 6 0 , p . 3 ) . The d i s a s t r o u s  consequences

o f t h i s  in s id e  th e  sc h o o ls  w ere w ell-d o cu m en ted  hy th e  Schoo ls In q u iry

Commission (1 8 6 8 ):

When a  s c h o o l has t o  p re p a re  boys f o r  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
e x a m in a tio n s , an  a d a p ta t io n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l c o u rse  t o  s u i t  them 
a l l  becomes im p o s s ib le .  One b o y , who i s  re a d in g  f o r  th e  arm y, 
h as  t o  b e  ta u g h t  one s e t  o f  s u b je c t s ;  a n o th e r ,  who i s  t o  b e  
a  m e d ic a l s tu d e n t ,  h as  t o  b e  ta u g h t  a n o th e r .  I t  i s  e a s y , i f  
t h e  ex am in a tio n s  a r e  v e ry  s t r i n g e n t ,  t o  push t h i s  d iv e rg e n c e  
betw een  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s tu d ie s  r e q u i r e d ,  so f a r ,  as t o  make 
e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o l,  a s  a  p la c e  o f  g e n e ra l  
e d u c a tio n  im p o ss ib le .  (Volume I ,  p . 324)

T hese c o n f l i c t i n g  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere s e r io u s ly  d i s r u p t in g  sc h o o l c u r r i c u l a

and th e  problem  was compounded by  p r o f e s s io n a l  b o d ie s  eag e r t o  jump on

t o  th e  " q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  bandw agon".

In  a d d i t io n  to  th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  co n ducted  by  academ ic b o d ie s ,  
a  l a r g e  number o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  b o d ie s  o rg a n is e d  g e n e ra l  
e n tra n c e  e x am in a tio n s  o f  t h e i r  own f o r  a d m iss io n  to  each 
a v o c a t io n .  T h is  had th e  e f f e c t  o f  c r e a t in g  a  l a r g e  number o f  
e x te r n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  each  o f  w hich  had l i b e r t y  in  a  s e n s e  t o  
make i t s  own r u l e s  f o r  g e n e ra l  s c h o o l e d u c a tio n . The 
b e w ild e r in g  v a r i e t y  o f  s ta n d a rd  and re q u ire m e n t im posed by  
th e s e  v a r io u s  b o d i e s . . .  i n t e r f e r e d  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b ly  w ith  th e  
s y s te m a tic  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m .
(R ep o rt o f  th e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  Com m ittee on S econdary  E d u c a tio n ,

1 939 , p . 38)

A nother d is tu r b in g  e f f e c t  n o te d  by  th e  Commission ( 1868 ) was t h a t

ex am in a tio n s  d i s t o r t e d  a  s c h o o l 's  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls :

I t  may w e ll  b e  a d m itte d , t h a t  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  ch a rg e  o f  
th e  s c h o o ls  w i l l  alw ays f in d  i t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  b e  on t h e i r  
g u a rd  a g a in s t  a llo w in g  th e  e x am in a tio n s  t o  o v e r r id e  e v e ry th in g  
e l s e . . .  E x a m in a t io n s . . .  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  ab u se ; and i f  boys a t  
sc h o o l a r e  in d u ced  t o  v iew  them  as  t h e  b e - a l l  and th e  e n d - a l l  
o f  s c h o o l l i f e ,  i t  i s  p ro b a b le ,  t h a t  th e  good w hich th e y  do 
in  s t im u la t in g  s tu d y ,  w i l l  b e  v e ry  d e a r ly  p u r c h a s e d . . .  t h e r e  
i s  a  f u r t h e r  m i s c h i e f . . .  Such ex am in a tio n s  have a  te n d en cy  to  
d i s l o c a t e  t h e  sc h o o l work by rew ard in g  h ig h ly  w hat th e  sc h o o l 
v a lu e s  low , and d is r e g a r d in g  w hat th e  sch o o l makes o f  g r e a t  
im p o rta n c e . ( V o l . l ,  p p .322-323)

T h a t w hich i s  r e f e r r e d  to  nowadays a s  th e  "backw ash e f f e c t "  o f

ex am in a tio n s  i s  by no means a  new phenomenon. E x te rn a l  ex am in a tio n s

w ere u nderm in ing  th e  w id e r e d u c a tio n a l  i d e a l s  o f  sch o o ls  l e s s  th a n

tw en ty  y e a rs  a f t e r  t h e i r  in t r o d u c t io n .



One o f  th e  m ost p e rn ic io u s  a s p e c ts  o f t h i s  backw ash e f f e c t  was

t h a t  th e  w ork o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  became b ia s e d  in  fa v o u r  o f  an i n t e l l e c t u a l

é l i t e  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  m a jo r i ty :

They te n d  t o  d i r e c t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  m a s te r ,  n o t t o  h i s  
s c h o o l,  b u t t o  t h e  c l e v e r e s t  o f  h i s  s c h o la r s ,  and a r e  
th e r e f o r e  a  te m p ta t io n  t o  n e g le c t  a l l  th o s e  whom he b e l ie v e s  
i t  t o  b e  im p o ss ib le  t o  p re p a re  f o r  p a s s in g  th e  e x a m in a tio n s . . .  
Mr G r e e n . . .  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he c o n s ta n t ly  found  th e  c l a s s e s  
u n d er th e  head m a s te r  o f  a  grammar sc h o o l r e a d in g  a  b o o k , w hich 
was p l a i n l y  to o  h a rd  f o r  t h e  m a jo r i t y ,  b e c a u se  i t  was 
p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  l o c a l  e x a m in a tio n , f o r  w hich o n ly  one 
o r  two w ere g o in g  i n .  ( p .334)

E x am in a tio n s  w ere a l s o  u sed  f o r  p u rp o ses  th e y  w ere n o t d e s ig n e d

t o  f u l f i l .  T hus, t h e  Commission found  t h a t  t h e  co m p la in t t h a t  th e  O xford

and Cam bridge lo c a l s  w ere to o  d i f f i c u l t  was l a r g e l y  due t o  p u p i l s  below

th e  age o f  s ix te e n  a t te m p t in g  them ;

The s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  ex am in a tio n  i s  o f te n  a  s u b je c t  o f co m p la in t 
. . .  The re q u ire m e n ts  a r e  p ro b a b ly  n o t much, i f  a t  a l l ,  to o  
se v e re  f o r  th e  boys who a r e  on th e  p o in t  o f  le a v in g  s c h o o l;
b u t . . .  t h e  ex am in a tio n s  a r e  u n s u i te d  t o  boys who have n o t y e t
re a c h e d  th e  same p o in t .  ( p .333)

The r e a l  c ru x  o f  th e  problem  was th e  ab sen ce  o f  s t a t e  in vo lvem en t

w hich  l e f t  th e  f i e l d  w ide open t o  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  W ithout " . . .  t h e

d i r e c t i v e  power o f  c e n t r a l  governm ent" (R oach, 1979» p . 5 8 ) , i t  was 

p o s s ib le  f o r  any number o f  e x te r n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  p r o f e s s io n a l  as  w e ll  a s  

acad em ic , t o  e s t a b l i s h  ex am in a tio n s  and demand t h e i r  own p e c u l ia r  

r e q u ir e m e n ts .  T h is  p roduced  a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich h a s  been  d e s c r ib e d  as  a 

"n ig h tm are"  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939» p . 2 5 4 ). A lthough  w ith  h in d s ig h t ,  i t  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  s t a t e  in t e r v e n t i o n  was g o ing  t o  b e  v i t a l  t o  any a t te m p t 

t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  th e  " sy s tem " , i n  th e  age o f  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  s t a t e  

in v o lv em en t was u n p o p u la r . The governm ent, w hich  fo llo w e d  a  l a i s s e z -  

f a i r e  p o l ic y  i n  many a re a s  o f  p u b lic  l i f e ,  showed i t s e l f  u n w ill in g  to  

become in v o lv e d  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  exam ining . T h is  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  th e  

o r ig in s  o f  th e  O xford and Cam bridge l o c a l s  w hich evo lved  ou t o f an
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e x p e r im e n ta l ex am in a tio n  d e v ise d  by a com m ittee i n  E x e te r  in  June

1857 ( s e e  th e  R ep o rt o f  th e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  Committee on E xam inations

in  S econdary  S c h o o ls , 1911, pp . 1 1 -1 2 ) . In  th e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  th e  p ro m o ters

tu rn e d  to  th e  s t a t e ,  r e q u e s t in g  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  HMI's in  v a l id a t i n g

th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  ex a m in a tio n . A lthough  th e  r e q u e s t  was g r a n te d ,  a

marked r e lu c ta n c e  to  make s t a t e  inv o lv em en t a  perm anent f e a t u r e  o f  t h e

e x am in a tio n  was e x p re sse d  and th e  com m ittee s u b se q u e n tly  app roached

O xford and Cam bridge f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  making th e  scheme p erm an en t.

T h is  h e lp e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  exam ining as a  n o n - s ta t e ,  n o n - c e n t r a l i z e d

a c t i v i t y  i n  w hich a l l  f u tu r e  grow th  w ould b e  h ap h aza rd  and u n c o n t ro l le d .

T hus, by  1911 , th e  R ep o rt o f  th e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  Comm ittee o b serv ed  t h a t

e x i s t in g  e x am in a tio n s  w ere:

. . .  t h e  outcom e o f  a v a r ie d  s u c c e s s io n  o f  u n co n n ec ted  a c c id e n t s ,  
i n  w hich  owing to  th e  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  o r i n a b i l i t y  o f  th e  S ta t e  
t o  s u p e r in te n d  th e  work a t  i t s  b e g in n in g , th e r e  has been  no 
s in g le  c o - o r d in a t in g  f o r c e  a t  w ork . ( p .30)

h a t u r a l l y ,  in d iv id u a l  exam ining b o d ie s  w ere u n l ik e ly  t o  i n i t i a t e  re fo rm ; 

th e r e  was l i t t l e  in c e n t iv e  f o r  them to  change so lo n g  as th e y  w ere a b le  

to  s a t i s f y  th e  need f o r  e x te r n a l  s ta n d a r d s .  T h e ir  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t  i n  

th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f th e  e x i s t in g  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  m eant t h a t  any a t te m p t 

to  check  t h i s  w a s te fu l  s i t u a t i o n  m ust come from  th e  s t a t e .

3. THE "PERSISTEICTLY PERERhlAL" NATURE OF THESE PROBLEMS

A s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  th e s e  problem s i s  th e  speed  w ith  w hich th e y  

had em erged. They t e s t i f y  to  th e  p o w erfu l in f lu e n c e  e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  w ere e x e r t in g  over s c h o o ls  l e s s  th a n  tw en ty  y e a rs  a f t e r  t h e i r  

in c e p t io n .  C le a r ly ,  th e  new ness o f th e  ex am in a tio n s  and th e  sm a ll s c a le  

o f se co n d a ry  s c h o o lin g  p ro v id e d  no s a fe g u a rd  a g a in s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

w hich w ere t o  dog ex am in a tio n s  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  In  f a c t ,  a lm o st 

every  p roblem  i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  Commission w ould b e  i n s t a n t l y  re c o g n is e d



by te a c h e r s  o f  any decade d u r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  c e n tu ry .  For i n s ta n c e ,  

more th a n  h a l f  o f  t h a t  p e r io d  was c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  a g lu t  o f  e x te r n a l  

ex a m in a tio n s  whose g row th  was t o t a l l y  unchecked  by a c e n t r a l ,  co 

o r d in a t in g  body . I t  was th e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h i s  p ro b la n  i n  th e  1 9 5 0 's  

w hich made th e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE a  m a t te r  o f  such  u rg e n c y . F a c ts  such  as 

t h i s  e n d o rse  E b e l 's  (19T2) c la im  t h a t ,  " . . .  t h e  p roblem s o f  e d u c a t io n a l  

m easurem ent a r e  p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n i a l . . .  t h e  p r o b le m s .. .  t h a t  b o th e re d  

our p re d e c e s s o r s  s t i l l  b o th e r  u s "  ( p . 2 7 ) .  L ik e w ise , th e  backw ash 

e f f e c t  o f  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  has been  a  te n a c io u s  p rob lem . T each ers  

have p e r s i s t e n t l y  com plained  abou t th e  way i n  w hich t h e i r  te a c h in g  i s  

s u b ju g a te d  by  r i g i d  ex am in a tio n  r e q u ir e m e n ts . T h is  p roblem  h as  been  

e s p e c i a l l y  a c u te  in  t h e  c a se  o f  E n g lis h  w here th e r e  h as  been  a  

fu n d am e n ta l in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  betw een th e  aim s o f  e n l ig h te n e d  E n g lish  

te a c h e r s  and th e  n a tu re  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n s  ( s e e  p p . i - v i ) .

T h is  c o n f l i c t  h as  p roved  t o  be  one o f  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s o lv e .

Thus^ th e  S choo ls  In q u iry  C om m ission 's f in d in g  t h a t  e x a m in a tio n s , " . . .  

d i s l o c a t e  th e  s c h o o l work by rew ard in g  h ig h ly  what th e  sc h o o l v a lu e s  

low and d is r e g a r d in g  w hat th e  sc h o o l makes o f  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce "  ( p .323) 

h as  a  s p e c i a l  p e r t in e n c e  t o  E n g lis h  and i s  a  problem  o f  c e n t r a l  im p o rtan ce  

t o  th e  p r e s e n t  e n q u iry .

The te n d e n c y  o f  p r e s t i g io u s  ex am in a tio n s  t o  encou rage  a  p re o c c u p a tio n  

w ith  th e  m ost a b le  p u p i ls  a t  th e  expense o f  t h e  r e s t  has a l s o  been  a 

" p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  prob lem . The d e s c r ip t i o n  o f grammar sc h o o ls  

in  th e  l 8 6 0 ' s  ( p . 5) c o u ld , in  f a c t ,  have been  w r i t t e n  n in e ty  y e a rs  l a t e r  

so a c c u r a te ly  does i t  r e f l e c t  th e  p o s i t i o n  in  many seco n d ary  modern 

sc h o o ls  d u r in g  th e  1 950’s .  Some m odern s c h o o ls  became so  o b se sse d  w ith  

com peting w ith  grammar sc h o o ls  t h a t  e n t i r e  s c h o o ls  w ere g e a re d  to  c a t e r  

f o r  a sm a ll e l i t e  c a p a b le  o f  ta k in g  0 -L e v e ls .  The C om m issioners ' 

s t r i c t u r e  t h a t  th e  lo c a l s  w ere b e in g  u sed  f o r  p u rp o ses  th e y  w ere n o t



in te n d e d  t o  f u l f i l  a l s o  h as  a f a m i l i a r  r in g  t o  i t .  Between 19IT and 

1951 , t h e  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  was a l s o  widely- 

m isu sed . A lthough  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  in te n d e d  to  exempt t h a t  sm a ll g roup  

o f  p u p i l s  who would go fo rw ard  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  from  ta k in g  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  

e x a m in a tio n s , t h e  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  l e v e l  came t o  b e  re g a rd e d  a s  a  s u p e r io r  

g e n e ra l  s c h o o l- le a v in g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  In c r e a s in g ly ,  a a p lo y e rs  r e q u e s te d  

a  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  in s te a d  o f  an o rd in a ry  p a s s ,  a s  a  

c o n d i t io n  of e n t r y  t o  c e r t a i n  o c c u p a tio n s  and th e  " m a tr ic "  became th e  

aim o f a l l  a m b itio u s  p u p i l s .  Subsequen t r e v i s i o n s  o f  th e  S choo l 

C e r t i f i c a t e ,  w hich  le d  t o  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  GCE ( l 9 5 l ) ,  s u f f e r e d  a  

s im i la r  f a t e .  GCE was d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  sm a ll g roup  o f  c h i ld r e n  ed u ca ted  

in  th e  grammar s c h o o ls  w h ile  th e  m a jo r i ty ,  who w ere ed u ca ted  in  th e  

m odern s c h o o ls ,  w ere t o  be  c a te r e d  f o r  by sc h o o l-b a se d  a sse ssm e n t 

p ro c e d u re s .  However, modern sc h o o ls  u sed  GCE a t  an e v e r - a c c e le r a t in g  

r a t e  d e s p i t e  t h e  o b s ta c le s  p u t in  t h e i r  way and m i n i s t e r i a l  d isc o u ra g e m e n t. 

In  f a c t ,  by 1959, a  t h i r d  o f  a l l  GCE e n t r i e s  w ere from  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

o th e r  th a n  grammar sc h o o ls  (B eloe  R e p o r t ,  I 96O, p . 9 ) .  The c o m m iss io n e rs ' 

w arn ing  t h a t  ex am in a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere m i l i t a t i n g  a g a in s t  th e  e f f o r t s  

o f  s c h o o ls  to  p ro v id e  t h e i r  p u p i l s  w ith  a  b ro a d  e d u c a tio n  up t o  th e  age 

o f  s ix te e n  w ould have a l s o  s t r u c k  a  chord  w ith  te a c h e r s  d u r in g  th e  

c e n tu ry  w hich fo llo w e d .

E x am in a tio n s , m o reo v er, have f r e q u e n t ly  f a i l e d  t o  keep  p ace  w ith  

th e  r a t e  o f  p ro g re s s  in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n . Throughout t h i s  p e r io d ,  

seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  was expanding  and  chang ing  r a p id l y .  E x am in a tio n s , 

on th e  o th e r  h and , d is p la y e d  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  te n d en cy  t o  became f ix e d  

and s te re o ty p e d .  T h is  m eant t h a t  e d u c a t io n a l  c irc u m s ta n c e s  r e p e a te d ly  

outgrew  th e  ex am in a tio n s  w hich c a te r e d  f o r  them  and a  m ism atch betw een 

th e  r a t e  o f developm ent in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  and th e  r e ta r d e d  r a t e  o f  

g row th  in  ex am in a tio n s  i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f many o f  t h e  p r  o b i ans e n c o u n te re d .



A gain t h i s  h as  been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u te  in  E n g lis h  w hich has b een  one 

o f  th e  m ost im p o rta n t g row th  a re a s  i n  seco n d ary  sc h o o l c u r r i c u l a .  From 

a  p o s i t i o n  o f  i n s ig n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  tu r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  ( s e e  S h a y e r,

19T 2), E n g lish  has a c h ie v e d  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  im p o rtan ce  i n  th e  

m odern c u r r ic u lu m . T h is  r i s e  i n  th e  s t a t u s  o f  E n g lish  has been  

accom panied by im p o rta n t changes in  i t s  p h ilo so p h y . T hus, E n g lis h  h as  

s u f f e r e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from  th e  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  ex am in a tio n s  t o  changes 

i n  th in k in g  abou t th e  n a tu re  o f  a  s u b je c t .

4 . THE RECQMMEM)ATIONS OF THE SCHOOLS INQUIRY COMMISSION

C ontem porary a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s s t a t e  in t e r v e n t io n  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  

by  th e  way i n  w hich th e  recom m endations o f  t h e  Commission w ere r e c e iv e d .  

R e a l is in g  t h a t  re fo rm  was u n l ik e ly  t o  come from  any o th e r  s o u rc e ,  th e  

Commission p ro p o se d , " . . .  t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  C o u n c il o f  E x am in a tio n s  to  

c o n s i s t  o f  tw e lv e  members, two to  b e  e le c te d  by  each o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t i e s  

o f  O xford , Cam bridge, and London, and s ix  t o  b e  a p p o in te d  by th e  Crown 

. . .  To t h i s  C o u n c il sh o u ld  b e  a s s ig n e d  th e  d u ty  o f  draw ing  up t h e  

g e n e r a l  r u l e s  f o r  th e  ex am in a tio n  o f  s c h o o ls ,  and o f  a p p o in tin g  th e  

exam iners"  (Volume I ,  p p .6 4 9 -5 0 ). C o n s id e rin g  th e  eq u a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  academ ic and s t a t e  i n t e r e s t s  on th e  p ro p o sed  C o u n c il, one c o u ld  

h a rd ly  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  a s  an a t te m p t to  im pose e x c e s s iv e  s t a t e  c o n t r o l .

Even so , th e  id e a  proved- t o  be  p rem a tu re  and q u i t e  a l i e n  to  th e  p r e v a i l in g  

mood o f  th e  p e r io d .  T h u s, a lth o u g h  th e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  Endowed 

S choo ls  B i l l  (1869 ) p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f t h e  C o u n c il,  th e  

id e a  a ro u sed  such  v ig o ro u s  o p p o s i t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  am ongst p u b lic  

s c h o o l h e a d m a s te rs , t h a t  i t  was abandoned.

A lthough  t h i s  e a r ly  a t t a n p t  a t  re fo rm  was a b o r t i v e ,  i t  d id  have 

some im p o rta n t r e p e r c u s s io n s .  F i r s t l y ,  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  H ead m a ste rs ' 

C onference (187O) a ro s e  ou t o f th e  c o n c e r te d  o p p o s i t io n  o f t h e  p u b lic
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sc h o o l h ead m as te rs  t o  th e  p roposed  c o u n c i l  and se c o n d ly , th e  O xford 

and Cam bridge J o i n t  E xam ination  Committee was form ed ( i 8T3) a t  th e  

i n v i t a t i o n  o f  th e  H ead m aste rs ' C on feren ce . A lthough  t h i s  b o a rd  

o r i g i n a l l y  o f f e r e d  o n ly  a  H igher C e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  s i x t h  fo rm ers  r e q u i r in g  

a  u n i v e r s i t y  e n tra n c e  e x a m in a tio n , i n  l8 8 4  i t  added to  th e  w e l t e r  o f 

ex am in a tio n s  a t  th e  l6+  l e v e l  by  in t ro d u c in g  a  Lower C e r t i f i c a t e .  T h is  

t a n g le  o f  e x am in a tio n s  p e r s i s t e d  in t o  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,

5 . THE POSITIVE EFFECTS OF EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

T his  a c c o u n t h a s ,  so f a r ,  p a id  e x c lu s iv e  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a d v e rs e  

e f f e c t s  o f  e x a m in a tio n s . A lthough  th e y  w ere i n  u rg e n t  need o f  re fo rm , 

i t  w ould b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p la in  t h e i r  c o n tin u e d  u s e  w ith o u t 

acknow ledging  t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s .  T h e re fo re ,  b e fo re  p a s s in g  on to  

t h e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e d r e s s  th e  b a la n c e  by  

m e n tio n in g  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  w hich e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere 

p e rc e iv e d  t o  have .

The e v id en ce  p re s e n te d  to  th e  S choo ls  In q u iry  Commission ( I 8 6 8 )

r e v e a le d  a co n sen su s  o f  o p in io n ; in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  w hich

in d iv id u a l  ex am in a tio n s  m igh t d i s p la y ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  was p r o p i t io u s ;

T h ere  i s  a lm ost u n iv e r s a l  agreem ent t h a t  some s o r t  o f . . .  
ex am in a tio n  canno t b e  d isp e n se d  w ith  i f  th e  s c h o o ls  a r e  to  
be  m a in ta in e d  in  th o ro u g h  e f f i c i e n c y .  Even th e  b e s t  m a s te rs  
w i l l  n o t do so w e ll  w ith o u t t h i s  a id  as w ith  i t .  ( p .6 l9 )

T h is  " to n ic "  e f f e c t  was n o te d  f r e q u e n t ly  by th e  com m issioners ;

W hile p o in t in g  o u t s e v e r a l  s e r io u s  f a u l t s ,  ou r A s s i s t a n t  
C om m issioners g e n e r a l ly  r e p o r te d  v e ry  h ig h ly  o f  th e  good 
r e s u l t s  w hich th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  have a l re a d y  p ro d u c e d . Mr 
S ta n to n  speaks o f  th e  q u ic k en in g  e f f e c t  e x e rc is e d  on b o th  
te a c h e r s  and s c h o la r s .  Mr F i t c h . . .  rem arks t h a t  a l l  th e  b e s t  
and m ost v ig o ro u s  sc h o o ls  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t  made u se  o f  them , 
and t h a t  th e  good in f lu e n c e  was p e r c e p t ib l e ,  n o t o n ly  i n  th e  
c a n d id a te s  s e n t i n ,  b u t even in  th e  low er c l a s s e s . . .  The 
s t e a d i l y  in c re a s in g  n u m b er.. .  o f  c a n d id a te s  t h a t  r e c e iv e d  
c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  i s  s tro n g  p r o o f . . .  o f  t h e  good e f f e c t  o f  th u s  
c o n s ta n t ly  p r e s e n t in g  a  d e f i n i t e  aim t o  th e  m inds o f  t e a c h e r s  
and s c h o la r s .  ( p p .330-331)
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In  f a c t ,  t h e  Commission was s u f f i c i e n t l y  im p ressed  by th e  b e n e f i t s  t o  

be d e r iv e d  from  ex am in a tio n s  t h a t  th e y  made th a n  th e  hub o f  t h e i r  su g g e s te d  

re fo rm s ; th e  e x a m in a t io n . . .  i s  th e  p iv o t  o f  a l l  th e  im provem ents

t h a t  we have recommended" ( p . 648), T hus, a l th o u g h  e x i s t in g  e x am in a tio n s  

w ere re c o g n is e d  as  b e in g  d e f i c i e n t ,  i t  w ould b e  wrong t o  s u g g e s t t h a t  

ex am in a tio n s  in  p r i n c i p l e  w ere re g a rd e d  as  n e c e s s a r i ly  e v i l  o r in c a p a b le  

o f  re fo rm .

6 . THE REPORT OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCiMENT OF SCIENCE
(1903 )'

T h is  r e p o r t  p ro v id e s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e v e a l in g  i n s ig h t  in t o  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  a t  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  b eca u se  i t  r e c o rd s  th e  v iew s o f 

p r a c t i s in g  t e a c h e r s  and u n i v e r s i t y  t u t o r s .  The A ss o c ia t io n  had com piled  

a  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  im pact o f  e x a m in a tio n s , w hich  was 

d e sp a tc h e d  t o  members o f th e  H ead m aste rs ' C o n feren ce  and u n i v e r s i t y  

t u t o r s .  B ecause i t  p roduced  a  v e rb a tim  r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  r e p l i e s ,  t h i s  

su rv ey  p ro v id e s  a  u n iq u e  in s ig h t  in t o  c o n tan p o ra ry  o p in io n  on th e  

ex am inations*  s y s to n . The R ep o rt d id  n o t make any s t a r t l i n g  d is c o v e r ie s  

nor d id  i t  s u g g e s t t h a t  a  more e s ta b l i s h e d  system  o f  e x am in a tio n s  was 

th ro w in g  up new p ro b lem s. In s te a d  i t  h ig h l ig h te d  th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f 

p roblem s o r i g i n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by  th e  S choo ls  In q u iry  Commission s u g g e s tin g  

t h a t  th e s e  w ere c a u s in g  a n x ie ty  am ongst an e v e r - in c r e a s in g  body o f  

t e a c h e r s .

As m igh t b e  e x p e c te d , a  m a jo r cau se  f o r  co n ce rn  was th e  web o f 

c o n f l i c t i n g  demands made by d i f f e r e n t  exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s ;

At th e  p re s e n t  tim e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a re  c a r r i e d  t o  such  
w a s te f u l  and m isch iev o u s  ex cess  t h a t  th e y  a re  do ing  more harm 
th a n  good to  th e  advancem ent o f  e d u c a t io n . . .  Every p r o f e s s io n a l  
body ap p ea rs  t o  h o ld  t h a t  i t  i s  fo rw a rd in g  e d u c a tio n , o r 
p e rh ap s  r a th e r  s a t i s f y i n g  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and r i s i n g  t o  i t s
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p o s i t i o n ,  by  i n s t i t u t i n g  schemes o f  ex am in a tio n  and i n s i s t i n g  
on th o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t e s t s  as  a lo n e  v a l i d .  Every B r i t i s h  
u n i v e r s i t y  fram es' i t s  own scheme o f  s u b je c t s  and b o o k s , to  
t h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l l  o th e r s .  C o lle g e s ,  co m m iss io n e rs , b o a rd s ,  
and com m ittees fo llo w  th e  same c o u rse  in  r e s p e c t  o f  s c h o la r s h ip  
o r  ad m issio n  t e s t s .  The schemes a r e  a r b i t r a r y ,  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  
and n e e d le s s ly  i n e l a s t i c ,  and to g e th e r  make havoc o f  a l l  u n i ty  
i n  sc h o o l c u r r i c u l a .  No one f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  w hole f i e l d  
can  p la c e  much f a i t h  in  t h e  opposed and c o n t r a d ic to r y  c o n c lu s io n s  
e n fo rc e d  by d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s .  (8 2 6 ,*  p . 435)

I t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t o  f in d  t h a t  th e  p le th o r a  o f  e x am in a tio n s  was

as  much a s u b je c t  o f co n ce rn  i n  1903 a s  i t  had been  i n  1868 s in c e  th e

one a tte m p t t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  th e  system  (186 9 ) had f a i l e d .  M oreover,

d e s p i t e  t h e  a l re a d y  crowded n a tu re  o f  t h e  ex am in a tio n s ' sy s te m , new

a u t h o r i t i e s  w ere s t i l l  coming in t o  e x i s t e n c e .  By 1903 th e  London

U n iv e r s i ty  E x te n s io n  Board and th e  N o rth e rn  U n i v e r s i t i e s ’ J o i n t

M a tr ic u la t io n  Board had jo in e d  th e  f i e l d  sind B r i s t o l  U n iv e r s i ty

e s ta b l i s h e d  i t s  School E x a m in a tio n s ’ Board i n  1911.

When q u e s tio n e d  a b o u t ,  "The need o f  u n ify in g  ex am in a tio n s  w ith  th e

o b j e c t . . .  t h a t  c e r t a i n  ex am in a tio n s  may s e rv e  a common p u rp o se "  ( p . 4 4 4 ) ,

re sp o n d e n ts  w ere  " p r a c t i c a l l y  unanim ous" ( p . 444) and t h e i r  comments

convey a  s e n se  o f  u rg en cy :

. . .  t h e  c ry in g  need i s  u n i ty  and s i m p l i f i c a t i o n . . .  t o  su p e rse d e  
o r r e p la c e  th e  m u l t i f a r io u s  p r e l im in a ry  ex am in a tio n s  (academ ic 
o r  p r o f e s s io n a l )  t h a t  now e x i s t .  (8 2 6 , p . 445 )

T h is  i s  th e  m ost u rg e n t q u e s tio n  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  seco n d ary  
e d u c a tio n  a t  th e  p re s e n t  t im e . T here  ought t o  b e  a  s in g le  
q u a l i f y in g  ex am in a tio n  f o r  boys le a v in g  sc h o o l be tw een  s ix te e n  
and se v e n te e n . (S16 , p . 445)

The need i s  param oun t, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  s m a lle r  s c h o o ls .
(8 1 7 , p . 446)

The need  f o r  t h i s  i s  v e ry  g r e a t .  (8 1 0 , p . 446)

I f  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t o  b e  a c c e p te d  as  a  m easure  o f  th e  c l im a te  o f  o p in io n  

a t  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry ,  i t  p ro v id e s  s tro n g  ev id en ce  o f  t h e  d is c o n te n t

* A ll  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere a s s ig n e d  i d e n t i t y  numbers t o  p re s e rv e  t h e i r  
ano n y m ity . An 'S ’ p re c e d in g  th e  number i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  s ta te m e n t 
was made by  a  s c h o o lte a c h e r  and a  ’U’ d e n o te s  a  u n iv e r s i t y  t u t o r .
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w hich th e  g l u t  o f  ex am in a tio n s  had provoked .

The 1902  E d u ca tio n  A ct m a g n if ie d  t h i s  p roblem  by  g r e a t l y  in c r e a s in g

th e  number and s i z e  o f  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  T hese sc h o o ls  tu rn e d  to

ex am in a tio n s  t o  p ro v id e  th a n  w ith  p u b lic  c r e d i b i l i t y  and t o  g iv e  t h e i r

c u r r i c u l a  form  and p u rp o se . In  t h i s  way, t h e  h o ld  o f  ex am in a tio n s  over

th e  sc h o o ls  was s tre n g th e n e d  and th e  1903 R eport p ro v id e s  f irm

e v id en ce  o f  t h i s ;

F o r l e s s  a b le  boys t h e . . .  encroachm ent becomes much more 
s e r io u s .  . . .  f o r  o n e , tw o , o r  ( i n  ex trem e c a s e s )  t h r e e  te rm s  
o f  th e  f i n a l  sc h o o l y e a r  boys m ust b e  w ithd raw n  from  p a r t s  
o r even th e  w hole o f  th e  sc h o o l c u r r ic u lu m , f o r f e i t i n g  th e  
s t im u lu s ,  th e  e m u la tio n , and th e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a t t a c h e s  to  
c o l l e c t i v e  l e a r n in g ,  and m ust be s e t  i n  ones o r  tw os t o  
p re p a re  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t s  o r  a u th o rs  im posed by  th e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  whose r e g u la t io n s  he  m ust conform  each  d e t a i l .

(p .436)

P a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ere c r e a te d  by  "g roup" ex am in a tio n s

in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  had t o  a c h ie v e  a  p a ss  i n  a  number o f  s u b je c t s  in

o rd e r  to  g a in  a c e r t i f i c a t e :

I t  may happen t h a t  a  boy has t o  g e t  up th e  same s u b je c t s  
o v er and ov er a g a in ,  t o  p a ss  some ex am in a tio n  in  w hich he 
h as  been  p loughed  i n  some o th e r  s u b je c t .  F or i n s t a n c e ,  I  
have known a  b o y 's  w hole e d u c a tio n  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l  f o r  a 
y e a r  w h ile  he i s  g e t t in g  up some one s u b je c t  f o r  th e  London 
M a t r i c u la t io n ;  and I  have known boys go in  fo u r  o r  f i v e  tim e s  
f o r  t h e  L .C .C . In te rm e d ia te  S c h o la r s h ip s ,  g e t t i n g  up th e  
same ' e la n e n ta ry  e x p e r im e n ta l s c i e n c e ' y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  t h e i r  
s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a tio n  m eanw hile b e in g  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l .

( p . 437)

T h is  s i t u a t i o n  was in c r e a s in g ly  a n a c h ro n is t ic  now t h a t  seco n d a ry  

e d u c a tio n  was ev o lv in g  in t o  a n a t io n a l  s y s ta n .  The 1902 E d u ca tio n  Act 

had., " . . .  m arked a  v e ry  im p o rta n t s ta g e  in  th e  developm ent o f  a  n a t io n a l  

system  o f e d u c a tio n "  (Spens R e p o r t, 1939, p . 64) and a  system  o f  

ex am in a tio n s  w ith  n a t io n a l  c u rre n c y  was needed t o  complement t h i s  

developm en t. F u rth e rm o re , th e  in c re a s in g  r a t e  o f  m o b i l i ty  added t o  t h i s  

need f o r  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .
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The Board o f  E d u ca tio n  had w arned t h a t ,  " . . .  ’e x te r n a l

ex am in a tio n s  w ere hav ing  u n fa v o u ra b le  r e a c t io n s  on th e  work o f  many

s c h o o ls ,  o f te n  le a d in g  t o  cramming and o v e r - p r e s s u r e ;  t h a t  th e y

f r e q u e n t ly  s e t  wrong id e a s  b e fo re  sc h o o ls  and p u p i l s " ( q u o t e d  by  th e

Spens R e p o r t ,  1939, p . 79) and th e r e  was p le n ty  o f  f i r s t - h a n d  e v id en ce

o f  t h i s  in  th e  1903 R e p o r t .

As t o  th e  e f f e c t  o f ex am in a tio n s  upon s tu d y  and t e a c h i n g . . .  
( t h e y ) . . .  c e r t a i n l y  te n d  t o  narro w , n o t to  w id en , t h e  ra n g e , 
from  the examinat'Con point of view what pays i s  c lo s e  
a d h e re n c e .to  th e  s ta n d a rd  commentary o r t e x t  book on th e  
s u b je c t .  (826 , p . 436)

G en e ra l ex am in a tio n s  i n  a l l  s u b je c t s  a r e  w h o lly  p e r n ic io u s  
i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t s ,  n o t o n ly  in  ch eck in g  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and 
p ro g re s s  among t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  in  te n d in g  to  s u b s t i t u t e  
f a c i l i t y  o f  r e p ro d u c t io n  f o r  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  th o u g h t am ongst 
th e  ta u g h t ,  (830 , p . 436)

. . .  t h e  w hole q u e s t io n  h as  w eighed on me l i k e  a  n ig h tm a re .
I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  a s  th e y  a r e . . .  a r e  g iv in g  a 
t o t a l l y  wrong t r e n d  to  e d u c a tio n . They a r e  s u b s id is in g  th e  
r e c e p t iv e  and d is c o u ra g in g  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t i v e  
pow ers o f  th e  m ind; th e y  a r e  en co u rag in g  a  s o r t  o f  c u t - a n d -  
d r ie d  mode o f  te a c h in g  and le a r n in g  w hich w ould hav e  d r iv e n  
A rno ld  w i l d . . .  cramming d i s g u s t s  i t s  v i c t im s .  (8 1 , p . 439)

. . .  te a c h in g  i s  narrow ed and e v e ry th in g  n e g le c te d  w hich  does 
n o t p ay . (U l8 , p .4 4 0 )

. . .  t h e  f i n a l  y e a r  o f  sc h o o l p r e p a r a t io n  i s  b ro k en  up by 
d i s t r a c t i n g  and d is c o rd a n t  ex am in a tio n  c a l l s .  (8 2 6 , p . 436)

S25 d e s c r ib e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  th u s  :

( l )  c o n f in e  te a c h e r  to  o ld  r u t s  and d is c o u ra g e  a l l  a t te m p ts  
a t  im provem ent. (2) cau se  th e  te a c h e r  t o  d e v o te  d i s p r o p o r t io n a te  
amount o f  t im e  t o  w r i t t e n  w ork. (3) f o s t e r  'c r a m '.  The 
te a c h e r  c o n s id e rs  n o t w hat i s  b e s t  f o r  th e  boys b u t  w hat th e  
exam iner w i l l  a s k .  ( p . 438)

826 i d e n t i f i e d  th e  c ru x  o f  t h i s  problem  when he o b se rv ed  t h a t  u n le s s  

te a c h in g  and exam ining a re  c lo s e ly  c o - o r d in a te d ,  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  

o f  th e  sc h o o l a r e  l i a b l e  t o  b e  s a c r i f i c e d  i n  th e  cau se  o f  ex am in a tio n  

s u c c e s s e s .  E n lig h te n e d  te a c h e r s  in c r e a s in g ly  came t o  f e e l  t h a t  th e  

p r i c e  p a id  f o r  ex am in a tio n  su c c e ss  was to o  h ig h  in  e d u c a tio n a l  te rm s .

T h is  p roblem  h as  been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  to  E n g lish  and w i l l  b e  a
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c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  th e  m ain e n q u iry .

The s i t u a t i o n  was a g g ra v a te d  by th e  te n d en cy  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s

to  encourage e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a l s o ,  th e y  w ere

i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  sc h o o ls  w hich aim ed t o  p ro v id e  p u p i l s  w ith

a  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  up to  th e  age o f  s ix te e n .  They w ere a p t ly  d e s c r ib e d

as  a n , " . . .  'in d u cem en t to  p r e f e r  p rem a tu re  su c c e s se s  to  sound e d u c a t io n '"

( p . 444), S26 re g a rd e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  q u i t e  a b su rd ; " ' I  have no

f a i t h  in  f i r s t  f o r c in g  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  by s c h o la r s h ip  t e s t s  and  th e n

a tte m p tin g  t o  r e d r e s s  th e  b a la n c e  by  e n fo rc in g  su p p lem en ta l s u b je c t s

th ro u g h  su b se q u e n t re q u ire m e n ts .  T h is  w i l l  b u t  a g g ra v a te  th e  e v i l  and

pro d u ce  s u c c e s s iv e  b o u ts  o f  c ra m '"  ( p .4 4 l ) .  U l l ,  how ever, sy m p ath ised

w ith  th e  t e a c h e r 's  dilem m a:

The sc h o o lm a s te r  i s  com pelled  (a )  by  t h e  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  t o  
a d v e r t i s e  h i s  s c h o o l,  (b ) by th e  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
m e e tin g  th e  r e a s o n a b le  w ish es  o f  p a r e n t s ,  to  p re p a re  h i s  boys 
f o r  open c o l le g e  s c h o la r s h ip s ,  o b ta in a b le  o n ly  by  c a n d id a te s  
un d er n in e te e n  y e a rs  o f  a g e , and th e r e f o r e  to  a llo w  them  to  
s p e c i a l i s e  a s  soon as  th e y  show any s p e c ia l  a p t i tu d e .  T h is 
seems t o  me a  m is fo r tu n e .  ( p p .443-444)

The p ro d u c ts  o f  t h i s  system  w ere d e s c r ib e d  th u s  by UlO:

. . .  f o r  t h e i r  know ledge o f  c h e m is try  and p h y s ic s ,  s c h o la r s h ip s  
a r e  aw arded to  boys o f  e ig h te e n  who have i n  f a r  to o  many 
c a s e s  a  v e ry  in a d e q u a te  g ro u n d in g  in  m a th e m a tic s , a r e  ig n o ra n t  
o f  h i s t o r y  and o f  modern la n g u a g e s , p o s se s s  a  s m a t te r in g  o f  
L a t in  and cram up su b se q u e n tly  enough Greek to  c a r r y  them  
th r o u g h . . .  Worse s t i l l  i s  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  m a th e m a tic ia n  
who as  r e g a rd s  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  i s  m ore p o o r ly  equ ipped  th a n  
th e  r e s t .  ( p . 443)

The c a se  f o r  a  sc h o o l a s  a  p la c e  o f  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  had to  b e  a rg u ed

in  1903: "'M uch w i l l  b e  g a in e d  when i t  i s  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n is e d  t h a t  sc h o o l

work m ust b e  g e n e r a l . . .  t h a t  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  i s  th e  work o f  th e

u n i v e r s i t i e s , ' "  a rg u ed  613 ( p .4 4 2 ). E xam inations had become a  s t r a i t

j a c k e t  to  many t e a c h e r s ,  confound ing  t h e i r  b ro a d e r  e d u c a t io n a l  aims 

and f r u s t r a t i n g  e n lig h te n m e n t in  te a c h in g .
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The comments w ere n o t l im i t e d  to  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  e x i s t in g  system ; 

su g g e s tio n s  f o r  im provem ents w ere o f f e r e d  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  

th e  p ro p h e tic  q u a l i ty  to  some o f  th e  recom m endations. For in s t a n c e ,

625 ad v o ca ted  t h a t  " 'E x am in ers  sh o u ld  be  drawn o n ly  from  e x p e rie n c e d  

and e n l ig h te n e d  sch o o l m a s t e r s , . .  In  th e  s e t t i n g  o f  p a p e rs  th e  te a c h e r  

sh o u ld  have a v o ic e  and a r i g h t  o f  v e t o . . . ' "  ( p . 4 3 8 ). T h is  p ro p o s a l  

was r e v o lu t io n a r y  in  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  a n d , 

a l th o u g h  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t may so u ld  l i k e  a  t r u is m  now, i t s  t r u t h  

was l e s s  ob v io u s  in  1903: " 'C u r r i c u la  sh o u ld  n o t b e  c o n t r o l le d  by

ex am in a tio n s  b u t  d i r e c t l y ,  and th e  e x a m in a t io n s . . .  a r ra n g e d  t o  f i t  th e  

c u r r i c u l a '"  ( p . 4 3 9 ). The p ro p o s a l by 626 t h a t ,  " ' . . .  s c h o o ls  sh o u ld , 

so f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  have ex am in a tio n s  in d iv id u a l  to  th e m se lv e s  m oulded 

upon th e  l i n e s  o f  t h e i r  own te a c h in g '"  ( p . 445) h a rk s  fo rw ard  to  th e  

p ro p o s a ls  o f  t h e  Norwood Comm ittee (1943) and th e  e v e n tu a l developm ent 

o f Mode 3 ex am in a tio n s  under C6E (1965 ) .  The re fo rm  su g g e s te d  by  614 

to  e l im in a te  t h e  e x i s t in g  t a n g le  o f ex am in a tio n s  w as, in  f a c t ,  t h e  s o lu t io n  

w hich was f i n a l l y  im plem ented i n  1917: " ’We w ant two c e r t i f i c a t e s  b ased  

on as  w ide a  freedom  o f te a c h in g  a s  p o s s ib le  -  one f o r  boys s ix te e n  to  

s e v e n te e n , one f o r  boys e ig h te e n  to  n i n e t e e n '"  ( p . 446). UlO a l s o  

p re sag ed  f u tu r e  developm ents when he u rg ed  t h a t ,  " ' I t  i s  v e ry  d e s i r a b l e  

f o r  te a c h e r s  to  be  r e p re s e n te d  on exam ining b o d ie s '"  ( p . 4 5 0 ).

P erhaps th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  th e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  i s  th e  

re sem b lan ce  th e y  b e a r  to  th o s e  made f o r t y  y e a rs  e a r l i e r  in  th e  ev id en ce  

to  th e  6c h o o ls  In q u iry  Commission (1868 ) .  However, th e  s i m i l a r i t y  betw een 

th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  p r e v a i l in g  in  I 868 and th o s e  in  1903 i s  h a rd ly  

s u r p r i s in g  s in c e  th e  one a t te m p t t o  o v e rh a u l th e  system  (1869 ) had f a i l e d .

A more v iv id  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  n a tu r e  o f  th e s e  

problem s i s  p ro v id e d  by more r e c e n t  e v e n ts .  Modern exam ining re a c h e d  a
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c r i s i s  p o in t  i n  th e  1 9 5 0 's  and th e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  v o ic e d  in  t h a t  

decade co u ld  have been  ex p re sse d  f i f t y  y e a rs  o r even n in e ty  y e a rs  

e a r l i e r  so s im i la r  w ere th e  p ro b lem s. However, c irc u m s ta n c e s  in  th e  

1 950 's  w ere q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from  th o s e  in  1903 o r  in  I 8 6 8 , In  f a c t ,  

betw een  1903 and th e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  ex am in a tio n s  underw ent m ajo r r e v i s io n  on 

two s e p a r a te  o c c a s io n s  (1917 and 1951 ) and y e t ,  d e s p i t e  th e s e  re fo rm s , 

th e  p roblem s w hich b e s e t  exam ining a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  r e -  

emerged in  th e  1 9 5 0 ' s .

A nother s i m i l a r i t y  betw een  I 868 and 1903 was th e  c o n tin u e d  b e l i e f  

t h a t  e x am in a tio n s  w ere w o rth w h ile . D e s p ite  enum era ting  th e  e v i l s  o f  th e  

e x i s t in g  sy stem , th e  g e n e ra l  te n o r  o f  o p in io n  was s t i l l  o p t im is t i c  abou t 

th e  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  d e r iv e d  from  a  re fo rm ed  sy stem . J u s t  a s  th e y  had in  

1868 , c o n te m p o ra r ie s  saw th e  way ahead  in  im provem ents to  th e  sy stem , n o t 

i t s  t o t a l  a b o l i t i o n .  The p r e v a i l in g  mood o f  t h e  R ep o rt i s  conveyed by 

S i ' s  rem ark  t h a t  " 'T h e  t r u e  remedy s e e m s . . .  t o  be  t o  re fo rm  and n o t to  

a b o l is h  e x a m in a t io n s '"  ( p . 4 3 9 ). L ik e w ise , t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  s t r e s s e d  

t h a t ,  "W hile p o in t in g  ou t th e  many e v i l s  w hich a t te n d  e x a m in a tio n s , t h e  

m a jo r i ty  ta k e  th e  v iew  t h a t  in  some form  th e y  a r e  n e c e s s a ry "  ( p .4 3 9 ).

The p redom inan t mood was p e rh ap s  b e s t  sum m arized by  U7 who " '  W hile 

re c o g n is in g  th e  e v i l s  o f  th e  system  i s  fo rc e d  t o  r e c o g n is e  i t s  v e ry  g r e a t  

m e r i ts  as  a m ost u s e f u l  in s tru m e n t in  p ro p e r  h a n d s '"  ( p .4 4 o ) .

7 . THE CREATION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (l8 9 9 )

E x te rn a l  ex am in a tio n s  had been  in c re a s in g  t h e i r  sp h e re  o f  in f lu e n c e  

s in c e  I 85O th u s  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  need  t h a t  th e y  w ere f u l f i l l i n g .  As 

lo n g  a s  t h i s  danand c o n tin u e d , and th e  governm ent r e fu s e d  to  in t e r v e n e ,  

th e r e  was l i t t l e  in c e n t iv e  f o r  th e  exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  C le a r ly ,  th e  onus m ust l i e  w ith  th e  s t a t e  and t h i s  i s
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why th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  r e p r e s e n te d  an  im p o rta n t

landm ark . I t s  s ig n i f i c a n c e  has been  d e s c r ib e d  th u s :

. . ,  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  w ith  g r e a t e r  powers 
o f  c e n t r a l  d i r e c t i o n  had b ro u g h t ab o u t im p o r ta n t changes .
The d is c u s s io n s  ab o u t sc h o o l ex am in a tio n s  b e fo re  I 9OO had  
la c k e d  any c e n t r a l  fo c u s ,  w hich th e  s t a t e . . .  was now a b le  t o  
p r o v i d e . . .  The Committee i t s e l f  rem arked  t h a t  ’th e  s t a t e  i s  
now o rg a n is e d  as  to  be  a b le  t o  su p p ly  b o th  m o tiv e  power and 
u n ify in g  i n f l u e n c e ' .  S ta te  a c t i v i t y  in d e e d  was to  be  c r u c i a l  
i n  c a r ry in g  th ro u g h  th e  changes w hich fo llo w e d . (R oach , 1979 , p . 48)

However, a t  th e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  was u n w il l in g  to  t a c k l e  

th e  problem  as  i t s  r e a c t io n  to  t h e  reconm iendations o f  i t s  own C o n s u lta t iv e  

Committee (1904-1905) r e v e a le d .  At th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  B o ard , th e  

C o n s u l ta t iv e  Committee had in v e s t ig a t e d  ex am in a tio n  s ta n d a rd s  and had 

drawn up p ro p o s a ls  f o r  a new s c h o o l- le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e .  T hese p ro p o s a ls  

w ere , how ever, r e j e c t e d  by th e  Board on th e  g rounds t h a t :  " . . .  i t  was

l i k e l y  to  e l i c i t  'a  f e a r  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  as a  r i v a l  and com peting  agency 

in  th e  co n d u c t o f  ex am in a tio n s  may u l t im a te ly  command a  m onopoly '"  (q u o ted  

by Roach, 1979 , p . 47). T h is  r e a c t io n  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

a n t ip a th y  to  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n t io n  was u n a b a te d .

A lthough  th e  Board ap p ea red  r e l u c t a n t  to  a c c e p t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

e x a m in a tio n s , th e s e  recom m endations may have been  b a d ly  t im e d . The 1902 

E d u ca tio n  Act was a  m ajo r u n d e r ta k in g  w hich had o n ly  r e c e n t ly  been  

e n fo rced  a n d , as  Roach (1979) p o in te d  o u t ,  " In  th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  g e t t in g  

th e  new system  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  to  w ork , th e  Board p e rh ap s  f e l t  

t h a t  i t  had enough on i t s  hands w ith o u t t a c k l in g  seco n d ary  sc h o o l 

ex am in a tio n s  as  w e ll"  ( p . 47 ). N e v e r th e le s s ,  s t a t e  in v o lv em en t was to  

be c r u c i a l  i n  c a r ry in g  th ro u g h  re fo rm . In d e e d , Roach (1979) has d e s c r ib e d  

th e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  ex am in a tio n s  a s ,  " . . .  one c h a p te r  in  t h a t  g e n e ra l  

them e o f  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  e d u c a tio n a l  h i s t o r y  -  th e  s te a d y  grow th in  

th e  d i r e c t i v e  power o f  c e n t r a l  governm ent" ( p . 58 ) .
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8 . THE REPORT OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON EXAMINATIONS IN

SECONDARY SCHOOLS ( l9 1 l )

The B o a rd 's  in c re a s in g  sen se  o f u rg en cy  abou t exam ining i s  in d ic a te d  

by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l th o u g h  i t  r e j e c t e d  th e  p ro p o s a ls  o f  i t s  C o n s u l ta t iv e  

Com m ittee in  1905 , o n ly  s ix  y e a r s  l a t e r  th e  Comm ittee r e tu r n e d  to  th e  

t o p i c ,  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  B oard , and p roduced  a  m ajo r r e p o r t .  T h is  

r e p r e s e n te d  a  tu r n in g  p o in t  in  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  ex am in a tio n s  b e c a u se  i t

was th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  in  a  s e r i e s  o f  ev e n ts  w hich le d  to  th e  s t a t e  ta k in g

a c t io n  t o  end th e  e x i s t in g  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .

The Comm ittee d e s c r ib e d  th e  p r e v a i l in g  s i t u a t i o n  a s ,  " . . .  a s t a t e

o f ch ao s"  ( p . l )  and th e y  denounced th e  e x i s t in g  ra n g e  o f  ex am in a tio n s

as  "sim p ly  b e w ild e r in g "  ( p . l ) .  They re g a rd e d  th e  need t o  s t r e a m lin e

e x am in a tio n s  a s  t h e i r  p rim e o b je c t iv e  and recommended t h a t  a l l  e x i s t in g

ex am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  be  re p la c e d  by a s in g l e ,  tw o - t i e r  system  o f

c e r t i f i c a t e s  w ith  n a t io n a l  c u rre n c y :

The f i r s t  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  t o  b e  ta k e n  n o rm a lly  by a 
p u p i l  i n  a seco n d ary  s c h o o l,  save  f o r  w hat may be  found 
n e c e s s a ry  in  th e  form  o f  a d m iss io n  o r  s c h o la r s h ip  e x a m in a tio n s , 
sh o u ld  b e  one w hich w ould b e  a  s u i t a b l e  t e s t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  
a t ta in m e n ts  o f  an a v e ra g e  p u p i l  o f l6  y e a rs  o f  a g e . . .  The
o n ly  o th e r  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  to  b e  t a k e n . . .  sh o u ld  b e  one
w hich w ould be  s u i t a b l e  to  th e  a t ta in m e n ts  o f  p u p i l s  o f  an 
a v e ra g e  age o f  l8  o r 1 9 . (p p .106- 1 0 7 )

T here  was a  s e n se  o f  u rg en cy  in  t h e i r  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  s u b je c t :

I t  would be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x a g g e ra te  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  
q u e s tio n  o f ex am in a tio n s  in  seco n d ary  s c h o o l s . . .  The c ru x  o f  
t h e  w hole problem  i s  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  w h ic h . . .  i s  th e  
p o in t  in  th e  p u p i l 's  sc h o o l c a re e r  w hich can n o t f a i l  t o  in f lu e n c e  
to  a  l a r g e  e x te n t  h i s  p re v io u s  sc h o o l t r a i n i n g . . .  so  v i t a l  i s  
th e  q u e s t io n  o f th e s e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  t h a t  we have 
d ev o ted  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  our R eport to  i t s  c o n s id e r a t io n .
The f u r th e r  q u e s tio n s  o f  ex am in a tio n s  a t  e n tra n c e  and d u rin g  
sc h o o l l i f e ,  im p o rta n t as th e y  a re  i n  th e m s e lv e s , a r e  o f . . .  
c o m p a ra tiv e ly  m inor u rg e n c y . ( p p . l  and 3)

A f e a t u r e  o f  th e  e x i s t in g  system  w hich  caused  th e  Comm ittee deep  co n ce rn  

was th e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  In  o rd e r  t o  com bat t h i s
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te n d e n c y , th e y  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  new c e r t i f i c a t e  sh o u ld  he  g ro u p -b ased

r a th e r  th a n  s u b je c t -b a s e d :

. . .  ( c a n d id a te s )  sh o u ld  b e  exam ined i n  each o f  th e  s u b je c t s  
w hich th e y  have s tu d ie d  i n  th e  l a s t  y e a r ,  o r p erh ap s  two 
y e a r s ,  o f  t h e i r  approved  c o u rs e ,  and sh o u ld  b e  ex p ec ted  to  
o b ta in  a f a i r  a g g re g a te  o f  m arks on th e  ex am in a tio n  as a  w ho le . 
U n less  t h i s  i s  done th e r e  m ust a lw ays be  a danger t h a t  young
p u p i l s  w i l l  b e  a llo w ed  to  d rop  u s e f u l  b u t u n c o n g e n ia l s u b je c t s
w ith  a  v iew  t o  o v e r - s p e c i a l i s a t i o n . . .  a t  to o  e a r ly  an  a g e . . .
F u r th e r ,  we th in k  t h a t  c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld  be  ex p ec ted  to  r e a c h
a g iv e n  s ta n d a rd  in  a  s t a t e d  number o f  th e  p r in c i p a l  s u b je c t s  
o f  t h e i r  c u r r ic u lu m . ( p .117 )

T h is  "g roup" re q u ire m e n t was re g a rd e d  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy s o lu t io n

to  th e  p roblem  o f e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  b eca u se  i t  would a l s o  e n su re  t h a t

a  r i c h e r  c u rr ic u lu m  was in tro d u c e d  in to  th o s e  sch o o ls  w here th e  e x i s t in g

c u rr ic u lu m  was narrow  o r in c o m p le te ;

. . .  t h e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  has a tte m p te d  a d o u b le  t a s k .  Where 
undue s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  was p r a c t i s e d ,  i t  h as  endeavoured  to  
c o r r e c t  t h i s  d e f e c t ;  on th e  o th e r  h an d , w here th e  c u rr ic u lu m  
was sc ra p p y , i t  has encouraged  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  p u rp o se  
upon th e  c e n t r a l  needs o f  a  l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n . ( p . 1 1 2 )

The Committee a l s o  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h i s  g roup  re q u ire m e n t w ould s a fe g u a rd

th e  freedom  o f  sc h o o ls  to  t a i l o r  t h e i r  c u rr ic u lu m  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  own n eed s :

The f a c t  t h a t  th e y  w ould have to  b e  exam ined in  a l l  th e  
s u b je c t s  o f  t h e i r  l a s t  y e a r  o r s o , and t o  re a c h  a  c e r t a i n  
a g g re g a te  o f  m arks on th e  w hole e x a m in a tio n , w ould p ro b a b ly  
make i t  p o s s ib le  t o  le a v e  them c o n s id e ra b le  freedom  i n  choo sin g  
th e  in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t s  in  w hich a  q u a l i f y in g  mark had t o  b e  
o b t a in e d . . .  (The R e p o rt)  h as  r e f r a i n e d . . .  from  any p r e c i s e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  ra n g e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w hich a  seco n d ary  sc h o o l 
sh o u ld  p ro v id e  a n d . . .  t h i s  freedom  i s  t o  b e  p re s e rv e d .

(p p . 112 and. 1 1 7 )

One o f th e  C om m ittee 's  m ain  aim s was t o  s h i f t  th e  b a la n c e  o f  power 

in s id e  s c h o o ls  away from  e x tra n e o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  and back  to  th e  sc h o o ls  

th e m se lv e s : " . . .  th e  s c h o o ls  sho u ld  b e  m ore o r l e s s  suprem e in  d e c id in g  

upon th e  p u p i l 's  c o u rse  up to  t h a t  age  ( i . e .  l 6 y e a r s ) "  ( p .9l ) .

Having l a i d  down i t s  p r in c i p l e s  f o r  r e fo rm , th e  Comm ittee was fa c e d  

w ith  th e  q u e s tio n :  w hich ty p e  o f a d m in is t r a t iv e  m ach inery  w ould b e  b e s t
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f i t t e d  to  b r in g  abou t th e s e  changes? The a d m in is t r a t iv e  m odel f in a l ly -

d e c id e d  upon was o n ly  a c c e p te d  a f t e r  s e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  and r e j e c t i o n ,

o f two o th e r  p r o p o s a ls .  The th r e e  schemes w ere: a  system  o f  e x te r n a l

ex am in a tio n s  c o n t r o l le d  by p r o v in c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  a  system  o f  e x te r n a l

ex am in a tio n s  o rg a n is e d  by th e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  and a  system  h e ld  u n d er

a w id e ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o u n c i l  w ith  e x e c u tiv e  pow ers. The Comm ittee

e v e n tu a l ly  chose  th e  t h i r d  o p t io n ,  a  s o lu t io n  w hich  had o r i g i n a l l y  been

su g g e s te d  in  1868 . They f e l t  t h a t  i t  w ould e n a b le  them t o  t a p  th e  w e a lth

o f e x p e r t i s e  a l re a d y  in  e x is te n c e  as  w e ll  as b e in g  th e  l e a s t  a n ta g o n i s t i c

c h o ic e  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  f r a u g h t  w ith  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s .  They d e s c r ib e d  i t

a s  a  " . . .  means e q u a l ly  e f f ic a c io u s  and eco n o m ica l, b u t  l e s s  d r a s t i c

and l e s s  w a s te f u l  o f e x i s t in g  e x p e r ie n c e "  ( p .132) and one w hich com bined

" . . .  t h e  l e a s t  s a c r i f i c e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  and o f g o o d -w ill  w ith  th e  b e s t

s e c u r i t y  f o r  w ise  and e f f e c t i v e  re fo rm "  ( p .1 3 2 ) . The p roposed  c o u n c i l

was t o  be  " . . .  w id e ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in  c h a r a c t e r . . .  ( in c lu d in g )

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f th e  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o f  th e  L oca l A u th o r i t i e s ,  and o f

th e  t e a c h e r s . . .  a s  w e ll  a s  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  Board o f

E d u ca tio n  i t s e l f "  ( p .1 3 2 ). In  a d d i t io n ,  " . . .  a  l im i t e d  number o f  p e rso n s

o f p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  th e  r e q u ir a n e n ts  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l ,

i n d u s t r i a l ,  and com m ercial l i f e "  w ere to  b e  in c lu d e d .  T h is  c o u n c i l

r e p re s e n te d  th e  m ost c r u c i a l  elem ent in  th e  C om m ittee’s recom m endations

b eca u se  th e  onus f o r  im plem en ting  change la y  w ith  i t :

The fu n c t io n  o f t h e  C o u n c il would b e  th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  a l l  
e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  r e c o g n is e d  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  I t  
w ould la y  down r e g u la t io n s  a s  to  th e  sc o p e , t im e , and m ethod 
o f th e s e  e x a m in a tio n s . I t  would c o n t r o l  t h e i r  o r g a n is a t io n ,  
f i x  th e  f e e s  to  b e  ch arg ed  f o r  ad m issio n  t o  them , and approve 
th e  ex am in ers . In  a l l  seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  a id e d  o r r e c o g n is e d  
by th e  B oard no e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  would b e  p e rm itte d  
ex cep t th o s e  h e ld  u n d er th e  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l ,  
o f th e  E xam inations C o u n c il. ( p .133)

The t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  to w ards exam ining had been  one o f  op tim ism



2 2

abou t th e  p o t e n t i a l  good to  b e  d e r iv e d  from  a  re fo rm ed  system  ( e .g .  in

th e  R ep o rt o f  th e  S choo ls  In q u iry  Com m ission( 1868 ) and th e  R ep o rt o f

th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  Advanconent o f  S c ie n c e  (1 9 0 3 )) . T h is

mood o f  c o n f id e n c e  was u n d im in ish ed  in  th e  1911 R ep o rt as i t s  open ing

rem arks i l l u s t r a t e :

. . .  though  we have c r i t i c i s e d  many o f  th e  e x i s t in g  ex am in a tio n  
a r ra n g e m e n ts , we m ust n o t b e  ta k e n  a s  im p ly in g  any an tag o n ism  
t o  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  as  su c h . On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  we c o n s id e r  
t h a t  u n d er p ro p e r  c o n d i t io n s ,  th e y  a r e  a  n e c e s s a ry  and a 
v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  m ach inery  o f  a good s c h o o l.

( p . 4)

T hus, t h e  f a i t h  in  w hat m igh t be  a ch iev ed  th ro u g h  a  r e v is e d  system  o f 

ex am in a tio n s  p e r s i s t e d .

9 . THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION (1917)

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  C om m ittee 's  se n se  o f  u rg e n c y , "The 

Board moved w ith  somewhat d e l i b e r a t e  speed  a f t e r  th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f  th e  

1911 R epo rt and , a f t e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  th e  i n t e r e s t e d  

p a r t i e s ,  d id  n o t i s s u e  i t s  own p ro p o s a ls  u n t i l  J u ly  1 9 l4 "  (R oach, 1979, 

p . 4 9 ) .  P ro g re s s  was f u r th e r  in t e r r u p te d  by  th e  o u tb re a k  o f th e  F i r s t  

W orld War ( l9 l 4 )  and  th e  re fo rm s  w ere e v e n tu a l ly  im plem ented in  1917. 

F o llo w in g  th e  recom m endations o f th e  1911 R e p o r t ,  t h e  new ex am in a tio n  

p ro v id e d  a  s i n g l e ,  tw o - t i e r  system  o f  a s s e s sm e n t. The School C e r t i f i c a t e ,  

d e s ig n e d  f o r  I 6+ c a n d id a te s ,  and th e  H igher S chool C e r t i f i c a t e ,  f o r  

p u p i l s  o f  e ig h te e n  o r n in e te e n ,  became th e  o n ly  re c o g n is e d  ex am in a tio n s  

fo r  u s e  in  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  G ra n t-a id e d  sc h o o ls  w ere fo rb id d e n  to  

u se  p re l im in a ry  ex am in a tio n s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  p u p i l s  younger th a n  s ix te e n  

y e a rs  and th e  Board u n d e rto o k  to  pay a  f e e  to  a l l  sc h o o ls  on th e  g r a n t  

l i s t  whose p u p i ls  e n te re d  f o r  th e  new ex am in a tio n .

The S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  was p u t u nder th e  c o n t r o l  o f th e  seven
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u n i v e r s i t y  sc h o o ls .’ exam ining h o a rd s .  In  o rd e r  t o  e n su re  th e  

e q u iv a le n c e  o f s ta n d a rd s  betw een  them and to  o v e rse e  th e  f u n c t io n in g  

o f  th e  new ex a m in a tio n , th e  S econdary  S chool E xam inations C o u n c il was 

c r e a te d .  T h is  w as, o f c o u r s e ,  th e  c e n t r a l  c o u n c i l  w hich th e  C o n s u l ta t iv e  

Com m ittee had d e s ig n a te d  such  an im p o rta n t p o s i t i o n  in  th e  new 

a d m in is t r a t iv e  m ach in e ry . In  th e  e v e n t ,  " . . .  th e  c o m m itte e ’s p la n s  f o r  

a  c e n t r a l  c o u n c i l  to  c o - o r d in a te  th e  work o f th e  e x i s t in g  exam ining 

b o d ie s  was r a t h e r  m ore a m b itio u s  th a n  what was e v e n tu a l ly  a c h ie v e d  in  

1917" (Roach, 1979 , p . 4 9 ) .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  d id  r e p r e s e n t  an im p o rta n t 

s ta g e  in  s t a t e  invo lvem en t i n  p u b lic  exam ining and i t s  d u t i e s  in c lu d e d  

m a in ta in in g  s ta n d a rd s  and c o m p a ra b il i ty  betw een th e  b o a rd s ,  n e g o t ia t in g  

w ith  u n iv e r s i t y  and p r o f e s s io n a l  b o d ie s  abou t exem ption  from  a d d i t io n a l  

e x a m in a tio n s , p rom oting  im provem ents w ith in  th e  sy s tem , in v e s t ig a t in g  

c o m p la in ts  and o rg a n is in g  c o n fe re n c e s .

S in c e  th e  aim o f  th e  Com m ittee had been  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  e x a m in a tio n s , 

an  i n t e r e s t i n g  in n o v a tio n  was th e  in c lu s io n  o f  two p a ss  l e v e l s  in  th e  

S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  th e re b y  e n a b lin g  i t  to  s e rv e  a  d u a l p u rp o se . The 

p a ss  l e v e l  was in te n d e d  as a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  f o r  p u p ils  

g o in g  s t r a i g h t  i n to  employment w h ile  th e  c r e d i t  l e v e l  d en o ted  a  h ig h e r  

l e v e l  o f  a t ta in m e n t and was d e s ig n e d  to  g iv e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n t r a n t s  exem ption  

from  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  and p r o f e s s io n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . I t  i s  no t d i f f i c u l t  

to  u n d e rs ta n d  why making a s in g le  ex am in a tio n  s e rv e  a  d u a l fu n c t io n  

seemed such  an economic id e a  t o  g e n e ra t io n s  t h a t  had s u f f e r e d  from  a 

g l u t  o f  e x a m in a tio n s . In  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h i s  in n o v a tio n  was 

e x p ec ted  t o  have a  b e n e f i c i a l  in f lu e n c e  on th e  work o f  th e  s c h o o ls .

A no ther d e f ic ie n c y  w hich th e  re fo rm e rs  s e t  o u t t o  c o r r e c t  was th e  

" s t r a i t  j a c k e t"  e f f e c t  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  s c h o o ls .  F i r s t l y ,  

t h e  p r e s s u re  f o r  e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  had a r e s t r i c t i v e  e f f e c t  on th e  

c u rr ic u lu m  and t h i s  was compounded by th e  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  most ex am in a tio n
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r e q u ire m e n ts .  The su g g e s te d  s o lu t io n  to  t h i s  was th e  "g roup" re q u ire m e n t .  

In d iv id u aJ . s u b je c t s  w ere d iv id e d  in to  t h r e e  m ain c a t e g o r ie s :  E n g lish  

s u b je c t s ;  F o re ig n  Languages and M athem atics and S c ie n c e . To o b ta in  a 

S choo l C e r t i f i c a t e ,  c a n d id a te s  had to  o b ta in  p a s s e s  in  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  

s u b je c t s  and a minimum o f  one s u b je c t  had t o  come from  each g ro u p . A 

f o u r th  g ro u p , in c lu d in g  s u b je c t s  such  as M usic and A r t ,  was added l a t e r  

b u t  t h i s  group  was n ev e r made com pulso ry . The re fo rm e rs  saw t h i s  group  

re q u ire m e n t a s  th e  g u a ra n te e  o f  a sound g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  and th e  Boards 

su p p o rte d  t h i s  aim by  o f f e r in g  " . . .  a  w ide ra n g e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  in  t h e i r  

s y l la b u s e s  f o r  t h i s  ex am in a tio n "  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p .8 0 ) .  A lthough  

th e  i n t e n t i o n  was to  s a fe g u a rd  th e  freedom  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  t o  d e v is e  

f l e x i b l e  c u r r i c u l a ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t to  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  by in t ro d u c in g  a 

g roup  re q u ire m e n t and a  minimum number o f  s u b je c t s  re q u ire m e n t ,  th e  

Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  im m ed ia te ly  p la c e d  c o n s t r a i n t s  on t h i s  freedom . T h is  

was a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  1911 R eport w hich  had u rg ed  t h a t ,  

" . . .  t h e  sc h o o ls  sh o u ld  b e  more o r l e s s  suprem e in  d e c id in g  upon th e  

p u p i l ’ s c o u rs e  up t o  t h a t  ag e"  ( p .91 ).

T here was a  grow ing aw areness o f  th e  need to  in v o lv e  te a c h e r s  in

p u b lic  exam in ing . The 1911 R eport had arg u ed  t h a t :

. . .  th e  judgem ent o f  th e  te a c h e r s  sh o u ld  b e  more s y s te m a t ic a l ly  
ta k e n  in to  acco u n t in  th e  conduct o f  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a t io n s . . .
(The e x a m in a tio n s )  sh o u ld  g iv e  c r e d i t  t o  good work done p r io r  
t o  th e  e x a m in a tio n , e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  work w hich canno t j u s t l y  b e  
e s tim a te d  by  ex am in a tio n  m e th o d s .. .  t e a c h e r s  sh o u ld  have th e  
power o f  m aking fo rm a l r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  to  th e  exam ining a u th o r i ty  
as  t o  th e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n . In  m ost c a s e s  we 
th in k  t h i s  c o u ld  be  m ost c o n v e n ie n tly  done by  g iv in g  te a c h e r s  a 
d e f i n i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  on th e  c o u n c i l  o f  th e  a u t h o r i t y . . .  
S eco n d ly , th e  te a c h e r  sh o u ld  have th e  r i g h t  to  subm it to  th e  
exam iner h i s  own e s t im a te  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i t  o f  th e  p u p i l s  
in  h is  c l a s s .  ( p p .83 and 120)

The p r i n c i p l e  o f  te a c h e r  invo lvem en t was g iv e n  f u r t h e r  su p p o rt by  

C ir c u la r  849 ( Board o f  E d u c a tio n , 1914) and when th e  re fo rm s w ere f i n a l l y  

i n i t i a t e d .  C ir c u la r  1002 s t a t e d  t h a t  " . . .  a d e q u a te  a rran g em en ts  m ust be
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made f o r  in v o lv in g  t e a c h e r s ,  f o r  p e rm i t t in g  sc h o o ls  to  h e  exam ined on 

t h e i r  own s y l la b u s e s  i f  th e y  so d e s i r e d ,  and f o r  r e q u i r in g  heads o f  sc h o o ls  

to  subm it t h e i r  own e s t im a te s  o f  th e  p ro b a b le  p erfo rm ance  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s "  

(R oach, 1979, p . 5 1 ).

The r o l e  a l lo c a t e d  t o  th e  te a c h e r  i n  th e  re fo rm ed  system  d id  n o t 

c o n s t i t u t e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  change . I f  th e  Mode 3 s t y l e  o f  exam ining i s  

ta k e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  an ex trem e form  o f  change w hich p ro v id e s  th e  te a c h e r  

w ith  a  much more p o w erfu l r o l e  i n  p u b lic  exam in ing , th e n  th e  m easures 

ad o p ted  by  th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  a llow ed  f o r  a  m odest amount o f  te a c h e r  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  They in c lu d e d  Mode 2 ty p e  ex am in a tio n s  w hich may be 

d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  com prom ise betw een  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l Mode 1 form  o f  

exam ining and th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  Mode 3 s t y l e  o f  a s s e s sm e n t.*  N early  

t h i r t y  y e a rs  w ere to  p a s s  b e fo re  th e  u se  o f  Mode 3 was recommended by  th e  

Norwood R ep o rt (19^3) w hich a d v ise d  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  e x te r n a l  exam ining 

a t  l6 + . However, th e  Norwood p ro p o s a ls  w ere n ev e r im plem ented and i t  was 

m ore th a n  tw en ty  y e a rs  b e fo re  Mode 3 was u sed  on a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s c a le  under

CSE (1965 ) .

The p r in c i p a l  f e a tu r e s  o f  an e x a m in a tio n s ’ system  w hich was to  l a s t  

m ore th a n  th r e e  d ecades  w ere l a i d  down in  1917. School C e r t i f i c a t e  

r e p r e s e n te d  a  landm ark  i n  th e  h i s to r y  o f exam ining b e c a u se : (a ) i t  marked 

th e  end o f  more th a n  h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  o f  d e l ib e r a t e  n o n - in te r v e n t io n  by th e  

s t a t e  -  an acknow ledgem ent t h a t  th e  s t a t e  had an  im p o rta n t r o l e  t o  p la y  

in  e n su rin g  an e f f i c i e n t ,  w a s te - f r e e  exam ining system  and (b) i t  e l im in a te d  

" th e  n ig h tm are  o f a m u l t i p l i c i t y "  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939, p . 254) o f  e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  and r e p la c e d  i t  w ith  a u n i f i e d  system  p o s se s s in g  n a t io n a l

* In  Mode 1 , b o th  th e  s y l la b u s  and th e  ex am in a tio n  a re  e x t e r n a l ly  s e t  and 
m arked. In  Mode 2 , th e  s y l la b u s  i s  d e v ise d  i n t e r n a l l y  b u t e x t e r n a l ly  
approved  and exam ined. In  Mode 3 , th e  sc h o o l d e v is e s  i t s  own s y lla b u s  
and c a r r i e s  o u t i t s  own a sse ssm en t w ith  e x te r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  by  th e  
exam ining a u t h o r i t y .
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c u r re n c y . The p e r io d  in  w hich t h i s  ex am in a tio n  h e ld  sway h as  been

c h a r a c te r i z e d  th u s ;

Fed by th e  f r e e  p la c e  system  a t  one end and a im in g , f o r  an 
im p o rta n t m in o r i ty  o f  i t s  p u p i l s ,  a t  c o l le g e  and u n iv e r s i t y  
p la c e s  a t  th e  o th e r ,  t h e  seco n d ary  sc h o o l o f  th e  in te r - w a r  
p e r io d  was dom inated  by  th e  ex am in a tio n  system  w ith  i t s  tw in  
peaks o f  th e  S chool and H igher S chool C e r t i f i c a t e s .

(Roach,19T9s p . 46)

10 . AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION (1917-1950)

C e r ta in  a s p e c ts  o f th e  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  w ere s u c c e s s f u l  from  th e

o u t s e t .  F or in s ta n c e ,  th e  d e c is io n  t h a t :  " . . .  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  sh o u ld

be r e c o g n is e d  as  th e  r e s p o n s ib le  b o d ie s  th ro u g h  whom th e  e x a m in a t io n s . . .

sh o u ld  n o rm a lly  be  co n d u c ted "  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p . 2^4) made an

im p o rta n t c o n t r ib u t io n  to  i t s  s t a t u s .  The u n c e r t a in  s t a t u s  o f  a  new

ex am in a tio n  i s  a p o t e n t i a l l y  s e r io u s  o b s ta c le  t o  i t s  a c c e p ta n c e ; in d e e d ,

th e  low  p u b lic  esteem  o f  CSE i s  a  s tigm a w hich has m arred  t h i s  ex am in a tio n

th ro u g h o u t i t s  e x i s te n c e .  However, t h i s  i s  a  problem  w hich th e  School

C e r t i f i c a t e  n ev e r had t o  f a c e  b eca u se  i t s  p r e s t i g e  was im m ed ia te ly

se c u re d  by th e  d e c i s io n  to  a s s ig n  i t s  s u p e rv is io n  t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

As W halley (1969) o b se rv e d :

. . .  th e  c lo s e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w ith  th e  new 
ex am in a tio n  u n d o u b te d ly  gave th e  ex am in a tio n s  p r e s t i g e  and 
h e lp e d  them to  g a in  a c c e p ta n c e . ( p .10)

T here  i s  a n o th e r  r e a s o n  why in v i t i n g  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  p roved  to  b e  e x p e d ie n t .  P r io r  to  1917, th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

o p e ra te d  t h e i r  own m a t r i c u l a t i o n  ex am in a tio n s  b u t ,  when th e  re fo rm s  

w ere i n i t i a t e d ,  th e  SSEC was a b le  to  n e g o t ia te  te rm s o f  exem ption , w ith  

th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  f o r  p u p i ls  who o b ta in e d  School and H igher 

School C e r t i f i c a t e s .  I f  th e  new exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s  had n o t been  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i t  would have been  d i f f i c u l t  to  g a in
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exem ption  from  m a t r ic u l a t i o n  e x a m in a tio n s . The S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  was 

t h e r e f o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  in  e l im in a t in g  one e lem ent o f  th e  "ex am in a tio n s  

g l u t "  w hich would have been  d i f f i c u l t  to  remove in  any o th e r  way. I t  

was a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  rem oving ex cess  a t  th e  l 6+ l e v e l  o f exam in ing .

Even th e  Spens R epo rt (1 9 3 9 ), w hich was ex tre m e ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  

S choo l C e r t i f i c a t e ,  conceded t h a t :  " . . .  i t  h as  s e rv e d  a  v e ry  u s e f u l  

p u rp o se  i n  f r e e in g  th e  seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  from  th e  n ig h tm are  o f  a  

m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  " ( p . 2 5 4 ) . T h u s, i n  one f e l l  

p ie c e  o f  re fo rm , a  u n i f i e d  exam inations^ system  w ith  n a t io n a l  c u rre n c y  

had b een  c r e a te d .  T h is  was a  g r e a t  ach ie v e m e n t.

T hroughout t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  had b een  n o te d  fo r

t h e i r  to n ic  e f f e c t  on th e  work o f  sc h o o ls  and School C e r t i f i c a t e  was no

e x c e p tio n  t o  t h i s  r u l e :

. . .  t h e  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  E xam ination  h as  i n  f a c t  perfo rm ed  
im p o rta n t s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  p ro v id e d  by Grammar 
S c h o o ls . D uring  th e  p a s t  tw en ty  y e a rs  i t  has been  one f a c t o r  
in  r a i s i n g  th e  g e n e ra l  s ta n d a rd  o f  a t ta in m e n t  in  th e  o rd in a ry  
sc h o o l s u b je c t s  to  a  l e v e l  w hich c o u ld  h a rd ly  have b een  
re a c h e d  w ith o u t th e  in c e n t iv e  o f f e r e d  by th e  p ro s p e c t  o f 
s u c c e s s  i n  a  p u b lic  ex a m in a tio n . (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p . 256 )

A no ther a r e a  w here th e  School C e r t i f i c a t e  en joyed  c o n s id e ra b le  su c c e ss  

was i n  th e  p re v e n t io n  o f e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  The g roup  and th e  minimum 

number o f  s u b je c t s  re q u ire m e n ts  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l im in a te d  t h i s .

C le a jr ly , th e r e  w ere s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t a r e a s  in  w hich  th e  S chool 

C e r t i f i c a t e  had been  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l .  However, many o f  i t s  n o v e l 

f e a t u r e s  w ere s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s ig n e d  t o  m eet d e f i c i e n c i e s  in  th e  e x i s t in g  

system  and a new sy stem , whose consequences i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  p r e d i c t ,  

was th e re b y  c r e a te d .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  tu rn e d  o u t t h a t  th e  s o lu t io n s  t o  

th e  o ld  problem s th rew  up new d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e .

In  sum m arizing th e  in te r - w a r  p e r io d .  Roach (1979) a p t ly  d e s c r ib e d  

th e  sc h o o ls  as "dom inated" by th e  School C e r t i f i c a t e  ex a m in a tio n . One o f
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th e  m ost " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  problem s a s s o c ia te d  w ith  e x te r n a l

exam ining i s  c a p tu re d  in  t h a t  word -  d o m in a tio n . As e a r ly  as 1868 , th e

Schools In q u iry  Commission was p o in t in g  t o  t h e  v e ry  r e a l  d anger o f

ex am in a tio n s  becom ing, " ' . . . t h e  b e - a l l  and th e  e n d - a l l  o f  sc h o o l l i f e ' "

( p .323) and in  1903 th e  problem  was j u s t  as  a c u te  w ith  re sp o n d e n ts  to

th e  B r i t i s h  A ss o c ia t io n  q u e s t io n n a ir e  denouncing  th e  way in  w hich e d u c a tio n

was d i c t a t e d  by ex a m in a tio n s : " 'A t  p r e s e n t  ex am in a tio n  r u l e s  e d u c a t io n ’" ,

d e c la re d  S32 ( p . 4 3 8 ). T hus, by 191T, th e  backw ash e f f e c t  o f  e x te r n a l

exam ining was w ell-know n and th e  re fo rm s  w ere e x p re s s ly  d e s ig n e d  to

combat t h i s .  The " . . .  n e e d le s s ly  i n e l a s t i c "  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  e x i s t in g

ex am in a tio n s  w ere a b o l is h e d  and th e  B oards co n d u c tin g  th e  S chool

C e r t i f i c a t e  o f f e r e d  " . . .  a  w ide ra n g e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  s y l la b u s e s "

(Spens R e p o r t ,  1939, p .8 0 ) . L ik e w ise , th e  g roup  and minimum number o f

s u b je c t s  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere d e s ig n e d  t o  e n su re  b re a d th  and f l e x i b i l i t y

in  sch o o l c u r r i c u l a  and to  d e te r  e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e

m e asu re s . S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  q u ic k ly  became th e  dom inant f a c t o r  i n

secondary  e d u c a tio n . The e x te n t  to  w hich i t  in f lu e n c e d  grammar s c h o o ls

by th e  1 9 3 0 's  i s  r e v e a le d  by  th e  Spens R e p o r t(193 9 ):

. . .  Most o f our w itn e s s e s  seemed u n a b le  t o  th in k  o f  th e  
c u rr ic u lu m  ex cep t in  te rm s o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n , w h ile  some 
d e f in e d  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  e n t i r e l y  in  such te rm s .  (p .l4 2 )

An i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f w hat t h i s  co u ld  mean in  p r a c t i c a l  te rm s was p ro v id e d  

by V a le n t in e  (1932): "One o f my s tu d e n ts  t o l d  me t h a t  in  h e r  own s c h o o l 

th e  p u p i l s  s tu d ie d  th e  H anoverian  p e r io d  o f  E n g lish  h i s to r y  f o r  fo u r  

c o n s e c u tiv e  y e a r s . . .  b eca u se  t h a t  was to  b e  th e  p e r io d  s e le c te d  f o r  

t h e i r  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  ex am in a tio n "  ( p . l 6 ) .  On th e  b a s i s  o f  such  

ev id e n c e , th e  Spens R eport (1939) concluded  t h a t ,  " . . .  one o f th e  

g ra v e s t  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  system " was t h a t  :
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. . .  th e  ex am in a tio n  sho u ld  h e  r e g a rd e d  a l i k e  hy p a re n ts  and 
c h i ld r e n  as  th e  m a in , o r even th e  s o l e ,  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  
e d u c a tio n  g iv e n  in  th e  Grammar S ch o o l. "The modern m ania 
f o r  ex am in a tio n  r e s u l t s , "  one o f ou r w itn e s s e s  s a id ,  " re n d e rs  
many r e c i p i e n t s  o f  th e  School C e r t i f i c a t e  l e s s  c u l tu r e d  and 
e f f i c i e n t  th a n  th e y  m igh t have b een  w ith o u t i t " ,  ( p . 266 )

The c ru x  o f t h i s  problem  i s  t h a t  an ex am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  i s  a 

s k e le to n  w hich i t  i s  th e  t e a c h e r ’s d u ty  t o  " f l e s h  o u t"  i n to  an 

a p p r o p r ia te  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  

th e  b ro a d e r ,  r i c h e r  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and th e  narro w , p r e c i s e  exam ining  

s y l la b u s  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  b lu r r e d  o r d is a p p e a rs  a l to g e th e r  so t h a t  th e  

ex am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  becomes synonymous w ith  th e  te a c h in g  s y l l a b u s . T h is  

has b een  one o f  th e  m ost s e r io u s  o b je c t io n s  t o  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  

th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  h i s t o r y  and i t  h as  p roved  t o  b e  one o f  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  

problem s to  s o lv e .  Even th e  ra n g e  o f m easu res  ad o p ted  by th e  S choo l 

C e r t i f i c a t e ,  to  em ancipa te  th e  s c h o o ls ,  f a i l e d  to  a c h ie v e  t h e i r  a im .

I t  has a l re a d y  been  n o ted  t h a t ,  i n  s o lv in g  e x i s t in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  c re a te d  new problem s to  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e  and t h i s  

is s u e  p ro v id e s  a c a se  in  p o in t .  The S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  had succeeded

in  r id d in g  th e  system  o f ex cess  b u t s in c e  i t  became th e  o n ly  re c o g n is e d

ex am in a tio n  f o r  u se  in  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls ,  t h i s  b o o s te d  i t s  im p o rta n c e .

The m ore p o p u la r  th e  ex am in a tio n  becam e, th e  m ore l i k e l y  i t  was to  

become th e  m ain  p re o c c u p a tio n  o f  p a r e n t s ,  p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  

i t s  su c c e s s  in  overcom ing t h e ,  " . . .  n ig h tm are  o f  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s"  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939» p . 25^) s im u lta n e o u s ly  

in c re a s e d  th e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f i t  becom ing " . . .  th e  b e - a l l  and th e  e n d - a l l

o f sc h o o l l i f e "  (S ch o o ls  In q u iry  Com m ission, l8 6 8 ,  p . 3 2 2 ).

One o f th e  m ost d is tu r b in g  f e a tu r e s  o f  t h i s  p re o c c u p a tio n  was t h e  

p r e s s u re  i t  p la c e d  on p u p i l s :
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. . .  th e  p re s s u re  p la c e d  upon in d iv id u a l  c h i ld r e n  i s  o f te n  
w h o lly  e x c e s s iv e . One o f  ou r w itn e s s e s  spoke o f " th a t  
f e a t u r e  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  w hich cau ses  th e  g r a v e s t  adarm 
a t  th e  p r e s e n t  moment among th o s e  who a r e  c lo s e ly  in  to u c h  
w ith  young p e o p le  -  th e  t e n d e n c y . . .  t o  overw ork and o v e r s t r a i n  
th e  a d o le sc e n t p u p i l " .  A nother w itn e s s  added th a t  " th o se  who 
know sc h o o ls  from  th e  in s id e  a re  o n ly  to o  f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  
sen se  o f  r u s h ,  h u rry  and o v e r s t r a i n " .  ( p .2 5 7 )

A nother a s p e c t o f  School C e r t i f i c a t e  w hich was d e s ig n e d  to  combat e x i s t in g

d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  b u t gave r i s e  t o  new o n e s , was th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t .

O r ig in a l ly  d e v ise d  as  a  b u i l t - i n  sa fe g u a rd  o f  th e  freedom  o f  sc h o o ls  to

p ro v id e  f l e x i b l e  c u r r i c u l a  t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e i r  own n e e d s , in  p r a c t i c e  t h i s

c o n t r o l le d  and l im i te d  sch o o l c u r r i c u l a .  Even though  th e  exam ining

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  " . . .  o f f e r e d  and c o n tin u e  to  o f f e r  a w ide ra n g e  o f a l t e r n a t i v e s

in  t h e i r  s y l la b u s e s " ,  th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t a c te d  a s  a c o n s tr a in in g

f a c t o r  w hich p la c e d  " . . .  c e r t a i n  s u b je c t s  o r g ro u p s o f  s u b je c t s  in  so

sh a rp ly  p r e f e r e n t i a l  a p o s i t i o n  and has in  f a c t  p e rm it te d  one s u b je c t ,

F ren ch , t o  became in  th e  g r e a t e r  number o f  sc h o o ls  v i r t u a l l y  com pulsory"

(Spens R e p o r t ,  1939, p .2 6 3 ) .  Thus:

. . .  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  p u p i ls  p re s e n te d  f o r  i t  o f f e r  a 
co m p a ra tiv e ly  r e s t r i c t e d  number o f  s u b je c t s ,  nam ely -  E n g l is h ,  
F re n c h , M ath em atics , S c ie n c e , G eography, H is to r y ,  L a t in ,  and 
to  a  l e s s  e x te n t .  A r t . (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939, p .8 0 )

Thus, th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  way in  w hich ex am in a tio n s

cou ld  o v e r r id e  a s c h o o l’s v a lu e s ,  p ro d u c in g  an a r b i t r a r y  system  w hich

d e te rm in e d  th e  s u b je c ts  w hich w ere ta u g h t m ost f r e q u e n t ly  and th o s e  w hich

w ere g iv e n  l e s s  a t t e n t i o n .

. . .  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  have p u t a  heavy 
premium on c e r t a i n  s u b je c ts  t o  th e  d e tr im e n t o f  o th e r s ,  and 
have com pelled  s c h o o ls ,  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p u p i l s  d e s i r i n g  
t o  o b ta in  th e  C e r t i f i c a t e ,  to  te a c h  c e r t a i n  s u b je c t s  t o  a l l  
p u p i l s  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  c o u r s e ,  even when th e y  m igh t be  
d e r iv in g  g r e a te r  b e n e f i t s  from  ta k in g  a l t e r n a t i v e  s u b je c t s  o r 
from  ta k in g  few er s u b je c t s  t o  a h ig h e r  l e v e l ,  ( i b i d ,  p . 2 5 7 )

T h is problem  was compounded by th e  Board o f E d u c a tio n ’s s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t .
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"The form  and n o t th e  p u p i l  was to  he  th e  u n i t  f o r  ex am in a tio n "  ( C ir c u la r

ÔU9 quo ted  in  Spens R e p o r t ,  1939» p .2 5 5 )«  The i n t e n t i o n  was c l e a r ;  th e

School C e r t i f i c a t e  was to  he  a  more t r u l y  d em o cra tic  ex am in a tio n  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  p u p il s  i n  th e  f i f t h  form  o f  grammar sc h o o ls  r a th e r  th a n  f o r  an 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  d e s t in e d  f o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  T h is  w as, how ever, a n o th e r  

p ro v is io n  w hich became d i s t o r t e d  in  p r a c t i c e .

The supposed  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  th e  g roup  re q u iro n e n t  a l s o  p roved  t o  be  

i l l u s o r y :

. . .  th e  o b l ig a t io n  to  p ass  i n  b o th  Groups I I  and I I I ,  has 
c o n t r ib u te d  to  o v e rp re s s u re  on c a n d id a te s ,  and has cau sed  
th e  f a i l u r e  o f a  l a r g e  number who have accom plished  a 
g e n e r a l ly  m e r i to r io u s  p erfo rm ance  i n  th e  e x a m in a tio n , and who
m ig h t p ro p e r ly  be re g a rd e d  as h av in g  co n c lu d ed  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y
t h a t  s ta g e  in  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n . . .  i t  has o f te n  m eant in  p r a c t i c e  
th e  d iv e r s io n  o f a  c h i l d ’s energy  from  a  s u b je c t  in  w hich  h e  
i s  b e g in n in g  to  f in d  m eaning and i n t e r e s t  to  one from  w hich no 
l a s t i n g  b e n e f i t  can be e x p e c te d . . . ’th e  tim e  expended i s  o u t 
o f  a l l  p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  r e s u l t s  a c h ie v e d ’ .

(Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p p .262- 6 3 )

Only two decades a f t e r  i t s  in a u g u ra t io n .  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  was

condemned f o r  h av in g  p roduced  e f f e c t s  th e  v e ry  o p p o s ite  o f th o s e  w hich

had been  in te n d e d :

In  C ir c u la r  1 0 3 ^ . . .  th e  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  e x p la in e d  t h a t  i t  
was a  c a r d in a l  p r in c i p l e  t h a t  t h i s  ex am in a tio n  sh o u ld  fo llo w  
th e  c u rr ic u lu m  and n o t d e te rm in e  i t .  In  th e  a c t u a l  w ork ing  
o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  t h i s  p r in c i p l e  h as  been  r e v e r s e d ,  and th e r e  
can b e  l i t t l e  doub t t h a t  in  many Secondary  S chools th e  
C e r t i f i c a t e  ex am in a tio n  i s  now th e  dom inant f a c t o r ,  ( i b i d ,  p .8 0 )

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i t s  p r e s t i g e  had r e in f o r c e d  t h i s  te n d en cy :

. , .  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  ex am in a tio n  soon came to  be  re g a rd e d  
as th e  te rm in u s  ad  quem f o r  p u p il s  u n d er th e  age o f  I 6 , had 
th e  e f f e c t  o f  s te r e o ty p in g  and narro w in g  th e  c u r r ic u lu m . The 
ex am in a tio n  u n q u e s tio n a b ly  checked  e f f e c t i v e l y  any te n d en cy  
to  d ev e lo p  s p e c ia l  c o u rse s  in  th e  m ain  p o r t io n s  o f  Secondary  
S choo ls  f o r  p u p i l s  below  th e  age o f  I 6 on th e  l i n e s  in d ic a te d  
in  th e  B o a rd ’s Memorandum on C u r r ic u la .  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p .8 0 )

The d u a l  p ass  system  was a n o th e r  f e a t u r e  o f  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  w hich
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c o n s t i tu t e d  an u n fo re s e e n  w eak n ess . In  v iew  o f  th e  p re -1 9 1 7  p r o l i f e r a t i o n

o f e x a m in a tio n s , i t  i s  easy  to  u n d e rs ta n d  why f i t t i n g  an ex am in a tio n

to  f u l f i l  a  d u a l r o l e  had seemed such  an a t t r a c t i v e  p r o p o s i t io n .  W ith

h in d s ig h t ,  th e  Spens Com m ittee (1939) co n cluded  t h a t  " . . .  t h e  a tte m p t

to  combine th e  two d i f f e r e n t  o b je c ts  i n  one ex am in a tio n  has  been

d is a s t r o u s "  ( p .258 ) .  The v a lu e  o f  th e  "p a ss"  l e v e l  was underm ined by

th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  " c r e d i t "  l e v e l  and a m a t r ic u l a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e

became th e  aim o f  m o s t, i f  n o t a l l ,  p u p i l s  r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h eth er th e y

in te n d e d  to  go t o  a  u n i v e r s i t y .

The p r a c t i c a l  co n v en ien ce  o f  t h i s  a rran g em en t was o b v io u s . The 
a b le r  p u p i l s  in te n d e d  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  would ta k e  one 
ex am in a tio n  in s te a d  o f  tw o , and th e  o r g a n is a t io n  and t im e - ta b le s  
o f  sc h o o ls  w ould to  t h a t  e x te n t  b e  s i m p l i f i e d . . .  h o w e v e r . . .  
a  'm a t r i c u l a t io n  c e r t i f i c a t e ' w hich sh o u ld  mean n o th in g  more 
th a n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  e n t i t l i n g  th e  h o ld e r  to  ad m issio n  to  a 
u n i v e r s i t y ,  h as  come to  mean a s u p e r io r  k in d  o f  sch o o l 
c e r t i f i c a t e  w ith  i t s  own s p e c ia l  v a lu e  in  th e  eyes o f  em ployers 
and th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c ,  and to  b e  th e  'a im  o f  th o u san d s  o f
S econdary  S chool p u p i l s  -who n e i th e r  in te n d  nor d e s i r e  to  e n te r
th e  d o o rs  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y ' .  In d e e d , many c h i l d r e n . . .  a re  
o p p re sse d  by a  m is ta k e n  se n se  o f  f a i l u r e  i f  th e y  o b ta in  a  School 
C e r t i f i c a t e  b u t do n o t s a t i s f y  th e  r e g u la t io n s  w hich  make i t  a 
'm a t r i c u l a t io n  c e r t i f i c a t e ' .  (Spens R e p o r t,  1939 , p . 258 )

T h is  p rob lem , o f m isu s in g  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  p u rp o ses  th e y  w ere never

in te n d e d  t o  f u l f i l ,  h as a  lo n g  p e d ig re e .  As e a r ly  a s  I 8 6 8 , th e  Schoo ls

In q u iry  Commission drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich w ere c r e a te d

when th e  O xford and Cam bridge " lo c a l s "  w ere ta k e n  by p u p i l s  f o r  whom th e y

w ere i l l - s u i t e d  ( s e e  p . 5 ) .  S im i la r ly ,  th e  c r e a t io n  o f CSE became a

m a tte r  o f some u rg en cy  i n  th e  1 9 5 0 's  b e c a u se  GCE and FE ex am in a tio n s

w ere b e in g  u sed  by th e  modern s c h o o ls .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t

r e f l e c t s  a c c u r a te ly  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  p r e v a i l in g  in  many grammar sc h o o ls

in  th e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and ' 3 0 's  and in  many modern sc h o o ls  in  th e  1 9 5 0 's  and ' 6 0 ' s :

. . .  ( th e  e x am in a tio n s) te n d  to  d i r e c t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  
m a s te r ,  n o t to  h i s  s c h o o l,  b u t  t o  th e  c l e v e r e s t  o f  h is  s c h o la r s ,  
and a re  th e r e f o r e  a te m p ta t io n  to  n e g le c t  a l l  th o s e  whom he
b e l ie v e s  i t  t o  be im p o ss ib le  to  p re p a re  f o r  p a s s in g  th e  
e x a m in a tio n s . ( p . 33^)
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I t  w as, how ever, w r i t t e n  in  1868 and d e s c r ib e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  seco n d ary  

sc h o o ls  o f  t h a t  p e r io d .  U n iv e r s i ty  re q u ire m e n ts  have p e r s i s t e n t l y  

dom inated  th e  work o f  th e  s c h o o ls  when o n ly  a  t i n y  p ro p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  

p u p ils  a c t u a l l y  go on to  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n .

The m isu se  o f th e  c r e d i t  l e v e l  a g g ra v a te d  some o f  th e  p rob lem s w hich 

d e r iv e d  from  th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t .  For in s t a n c e ,  th e  c o n s t r a in in g  

in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t was s tr e n g th e n e d  by  th e  m a t r ic u l a t i o n  

re q u ire m e n ts  :

The c h o ic e  o f  s u b je c t s  a l re a d y  r e s t r i c t e d  by th e  "g roup" 
re q u ire m e n t i s  s t i l l  f u r th e r  narrow ed by th e  re q u ire m e n ts  
f o r  m a t r i c u l a t i o n . . .  Nor w ould t h i s  m a tte r  s e r io u s ly ,  i f  o n ly  
th o s e  p u p i l s  w ere concerned  who p rop o sed  to  p ro cee d  to  a  
U n iv e r s i ty .  In  f a c t ,  m a t r ic u l a t i o n  re q u ire m e n ts  dom inate  th e  
s i t u a t i o n .  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p . 259)

L ik e w ise , th e  cramming in  s u b je c t s  where a  c a n d id a te  d is p la y e d  no r e a l

t a l e n t ,  encouraged  by th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t ,  was r e in f o r c e d  by  th e

m a t r i c u l a t i o n  re q u ire m e n ts  w hich : " ' . . .  l e d  to  w a s te  o f  tim e  by  s tu d e n ts

r e p e a t in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  in  o rd e r  to  com ple te  th e  n e c e s s a ry  l i s t  o f  s u b je c t

c r e d i t s '  " (R eport o f  th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  E xam ination  ( l 9 3 l ) ,  quo ted

by R oach, 1979 , p . 5 3 ) .  S im i la r ly ,  th e  a r b i t r a r y  v a lu e  p la c e d  on s u b je c ts

by th e  g roup  re q u ire m e n t was s tre n g th e n e d  by m a t r ic u l a t i o n  re q u ire m e n ts

and s u b je c t s  la c k in g  academ ic p r e s t i g e  w ere a u to m a t ic a l ly  d e v a lu e d :

. . .  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  th e  M a tr ic u la t io n  C e r t i f i c a t e  and th e  
School C e r t i f i c a t e  has h e lp e d  to  u p s e t  th e  b a la n c e  betw een  
w hat a re  c o n v e n t io n a l ly  known a s  academ ic and non-academ ic 
s u b je c t s .  (Spens R e p o r t ,  1939 , p . 259)

A nother a re a  in  w hich th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  n ev er f u l l y  r e a l i s e d  

i t s  o r i g i n a l  aim was i n  th e  a t te m p t to  encou rage  te a c h e r s  to  become more 

in v o lv e d  in  exam in ing . A lthough th e  r e g u la t io n s  made p r o v is io n  f o r  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  te a c h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h i s  e a r ly  a t te m p t t o  in v o lv e  

te a c h e r s  p roved  to  b e  p re m a tu re . As Roach (1979) o b se rv ed :
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. . .  i t  seems t h a t  E n g lish  seco n d ary  sch o o l te a c h e r s  in  g e n e ra l  
p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p u p i l s  sh o u ld  h e  exam ined hy e x te r n a l  
b o d ie s ,  and l i t t l e  b re a c h  was made in  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  u n t i l  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f  th e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  S econdary  E d u ca tio n  in  th e  
1 9 6 0 ' s .  ( p .^ 6 )

U l t im a te ly ,  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  had f a i l e d  to  f r e e  ex am in a tio n s  from

some o f  th e  m ost " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  p rob lem s b u t in  s p i t e  o f  l e v e l l i n g

h a rs h  c r i t i c i s m s  a g a in s t  th e  e x a m in a tio n , th e  Spens Committee (1939)

recommended o n ly  m odest r e fo rm s . None o f  t h e i r  p ro p o s a ls  would have

e n ta i le d  r a d i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  to  th e  S choo l C e r t i f i c a t e  and th e y  c l e a r l y

en v isag ed  change ta k in g  p la c e  w i th in  th e  e x i s t in g  fram ew ork. For i n s ta n c e ,

i t  was su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  group  re q u ire m e n t sh o u ld  b e  r e la x e d  so t h a t

a lth o u g h  a  c a n d id a te  m ust s t i l l  g a in  f i v e  p a s s e s ,  E n g lish  sh o u ld  b e  th e

o n ly  com pulsory  s u b je c t  and c a n d id a te s  c o u ld  make up th e  rem a in in g

number from  e i t h e r  Group 2 o r Group 3 s u b je c t s .  In  o rd e r  to  c h e c k , " . . .

in d iv id u a ls  eag e r t o  o b ta in  'M a tr ic u la t io n  C e r t i f i c a t e s ' as th in g s

v a lu a b le  i n  th e m s e lv e s "  (R eport o f  th e  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  E xam ination

(1931 ) quo ted  by R oach, 1979, p . 5 3 ) ,  th e  Comm ittee ad v o ca ted  d i s s o c i a t i n g

m a t r ic u la t io n  from  th e  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e y  f e l t  t h a t

School C e r t i f i c a t e  ough t to  form  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  m a t r ic u l a t i o n  i n  o rd e r

to  av o id  th e  re -em erg en ce  o f  e a r ly  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  They a l s o  a rg u ed  th a t

th e  maximum number o f  s u b je c ts  o f f e r e d  by a  c a n d id a te  sh o u ld  b e  l im i t e d

to  seven  and t h a t ,  i n  o rd e r  to  c o u n te r a c t  some o f  th e  im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d

to  th e  e x a m in a tio n , g r e a t e r  u se  sh o u ld  b e  made o f  sch o o l r e c o r d s .  C le a r ly ,

th e  Committee d id  n o t fa v o u r  r a d i c a l  r e v i s i o n  and p roposed  t o  le a v e  th e

e x is t in g  fram ew ork l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .

For th e  e x i s t in g  grammar s c h o o l s . . .  th e y  su g g e s te d  m o d ify in g
th e  1917 sy s tem , b u t n o t r a d i c a l l y  chang ing  i t .  (R oach, 1979, p . 56)

However, any in f lu e n c e  w hich t h i s  r e p o r t  m igh t have had was in t e r r u p te d  

by th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  Second World War (1 9 3 9 ).
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11. THE 19^4 EDUCATION ACT

When exam ining once a g a in  became a s u b je c t  o f  p u b lic  c o n c e rn , i t

had become enmeshed i n  th e  b ro a d e r  i s s u e  o f  r e b u i ld in g  a  n a t io n  d e p le te d

by w ar. E d u ca tio n  was p e rc e iv e d  a s  h av in g  an  im p o rta n t r o l e  t o  p la y  i n

t h i s  r e g e n e ra t iv e  p ro c e s s :

Upon th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  c o u n try  th e  f a t e  o f  
t h i s  c o u n try  d e p e n d s . . .  The war h as  re v e a le d  a f r e s h  th e  
r e s o u rc e s  and c h a r a c te r  o f B r i t i s h  p e o p l e . . .  In  th e  y o u th  o f  
t h e  n a t io n  we have our g r e a t e s t  n a t io n a l  a s s e t . . . we can n o t
a f f o r d  n o t t o  d ev e lo p  t h i s  a s s e t  t o  th e  g r e a t e s t  a d v a n ta g e .

( E d u c a tio n a l R e c o n s t ru c t io n . 19^3 , p . 3)

T h is  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  pam phlet conveys th e  p r e v a i l in g  s p i r i t  tow ards  

th e  end o f  th e  War. In d e e d , such was th e  c o n f id e n c e  in  w hat co u ld  b e  

ach iev ed  th ro u g h  e d u c a tio n  t h a t  th e  m ost f a r - r e a c h in g  e d u c a tio n  a c t  ever 

d e v ise d  was p a sse d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d .  I t  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  

a t te m p t t o  " . . .  d ev e lo p  t h i s  a s s e t  to  th e  g r e a t e s t  a d v a n ta g e ."

The I 9HU E d u c a tio n  A ct r e p r e s e n te d  a  landm ark  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f

e d u c a tio n  w hich had p ro fo u n d  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  t h e  exam ining sy s tem . I t  

laun ch ed  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  in to  a  p e r io d  o f  u n p re c e d e n te d  grow th  w hich 

i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by com paring th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  c h i ld r e n  r e c e iv in g  a 

seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  p r io r  t o  1944 and a f t e r  th e  A c t. Only 9*5% o f  th e  

secondary  age g roup  w ere r e c e iv in g  seco n d ary  s c h o o lin g  p r io r  t o  1944 

w h i le ,  "For 90 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  a t te n d in g  s t a t e  sc h o o ls  an 

e lem en ta ry  e d u c a tio n  was a l l  t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e "  (D en t, 1944, p . l 5 ) .  The 

1944 E d u ca tio n  A ct a l t e r e d  th e  w hole com plexion  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  

by s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  every  c h i ld  who was e l i g i b l e  f o r  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  

sho u ld  r e c e iv e  f u l l - t i m e  sc h o o lin g  up t o  th e  age o f f i f t e e n  y e a rs  .

A lthough  th e  p r o v is io n  fo r  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  had been  expanding 

g ra d u a l ly  over th e  p a s t  c e n tu ry ,  n o th in g  c o u ld  com pare w ith  th e  r a p id  

a c c e le r a t io n  o f  g row th  e f f e c te d  by th e  A c t. F u rth e rm o re , i t  was s t a t e d
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t h a t  t h i s  e d u c a tio n  sh o u ld  he  s u i te d  to  th e  "ag e , a p t i tu d e  and a b i l i t i e s "  

o f  in d iv id u a l  c h i ld r e n  an d , to  t h i s  end , a t r i p a r t i t e  system  o f  

s c h o o lin g  was in t ro d u c e d .  A m in o r i ty  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a b le  p u p i ls  w ere 

to  be  ed u ca ted  in  grammar sc h o o ls  w h ile  th e  te c h n ic a l  sc h o o ls  w ere t o  

c a t e r  f o r  th o s e  who showed a  t e c h n ic a l  b i a s .  The m a jo r i t y ,  how ever, w ere 

t o  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n  i n  seco n d ary  m odern s c h o o ls .

I t  w ould be  d i f f i c u l t  to  o v er-em p h asize  th e  m agn itude  and co m p lex ity  

o f th e  t a s k  embodied i n  t h i s  a c t ;  n o t o n ly  d id  i t  in c r e a s e  th e  s i z e  o f 

th e  seco n d ary  sch o o l p o p u la t io n  t o  te n f o ld  i t s  p re v io u s  s i z e ,  i t  a l s o  

aimed to  p ro v id e  each  c h i ld  w ith  an e d u c a tio n  s u i te d  t o  h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  

n e e d s . T h is  would have been  an am b itio u s  e n t e r p r i s e  f o r  a  n a t io n  en jo y in g  

s t a b i l i t y  and a  t h r i v in g  economy b u t B r i t a i n ,  newly em erged from  th e  

th ro e s  o f w ar, d id  n o t p o s se s s  th e s e  a d v a n ta g e s . I t  i s  h a rd ly  

s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  w ith  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  n e c e s s a ry  i n  so many a re a s  o f  p u b lic  

l i f e ,  B r i t a in  was h a rd -p u sh ed  t o  f u l f i l  such  an a m b itio u s  e d u c a t io n a l  

p o l i c y .

I t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  t h i s  new g e n e ra t io n  o f  s c h o o l

c h i ld r e n  was e s s e n t i a l l y  an unknown q u a n t i ty .  Even as  l a t e  as I9 6 0 , one

com m entator o b serv ed  t h a t :

We j u s t  do n o t know ab o u t th e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  th e  l a r g e  
m a jo r i ty  o f th e  p u p i l s  in  th e  s c h o o ls ,  and we w i l l  o n ly  b e g in  
t o  know abou t t h i s  as a  r e s u l t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  -  o f  a c t u a l l y  
a t te m p tin g  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  to  e d u c a te  t h e  a v e ra g e  c h i l d .

(Forum. V o l .2 ( 3 ) ,  p . 87)

P r io r  to  1944, seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  had c a te r e d  f o r  a s m a l l ,  s e l e c t  and 

r e l a t i v e l y  homogeneous g roup  o f p u p i l s  b u t a f t e r  1944 th e y  had to  p ro v id e  

f o r  an u n s e le c te d  and h e te ro g e n e o u s  g e n e r a t io n .  The p r o v is io n  o f  f r e e  

secondary  sc h o o lin g  f o r  a l l  was as  much "a le a p  in  th e  d a rk "  as was th e  

1832 Reform A ct and c o n tem p o ra rie s  g re e te d  i t  a s  an e d u c a tio n a l  r e v o lu t io n .  

For in s ta n c e .  Dent (1945) d e s c r ib e d  th e  A ct as "p ro fo u n d ly  im p o r ta n t"  and
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" r e v o lu t io n a ry  in  c o n c e p tio n "  ( p .7 9 ) a rg u in g  t h a t :  " . . .  i t  makes 

p o s s ib le  as im p o rta n t and s u b s t a n t i a l  an advance in  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  as  

t h i s  c o u n try  has ever known" ( p .3 ) .  L ik e w ise , The New S econdary  

E d u ca tio n  (19^7) a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  m arked , " . . .  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  change i n  

e d u c a tio n "  ( p .8 ) .

Changes o f such  m agn itude  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  system  w ere bound t o  

have r e p e rc u s s io n s  on th e  e x a m in a tio n s ’ s y s ta n .  W ith h in d s ig h t ,  t h e  

B eloe Comm ittee (1960 ) concluded  t h a t :  "The 1944 A ct in c lu d e d  p ro v is io n s  

w hich w ere bound soo n er o r l a t e r  to  th row  up  m ajo r problem s in  th e  f i e l d  

o f  e x a m in a tio n s ."  ( p . 6 ) However, even b e fo re  th e  changes w rought by  th e  

1944 A c t, th e  e x a m in a tio n s ' s y s ta n  came u n d er renew ed and heavy f i r e .

12 . MOUNTING HOSTILITY TOWARDS EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS (1929-1943)

As Roach (1979) o b se rv ed : "By th e  e a r ly  1 9 3 0 's  th e  t i d e  o f  c r i t i c i s m  

o f e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  was b e g in n in g  to  r i s e  a g a in "  ( p . 54). However, 

th e r e  was a  new d im ension  t o  th e  c r i t i c i s m s  v o ic e d  in  t h i s  d ecad e .

E a r l i e r  c r i t i c s  had u s u a l ly  c o n fin e d  t h e i r  comments to  th e  v a r io u s  

backw ash e f f e c t s  w hich e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere p e rc e iv e d  to  have b u t  

new e v id e n c e , u n covered  in  th e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  c a s t  an even more d is p a ra g in g  

l i g h t  on c o n v e n t io n a l e x a m in a tio n s . In  t h i s  d e c a d e , th e  s c ie n c e  o f 

a sse ssm en t f i n a l l y  became e s ta b l i s h e d  as  a  s e r io u s  f i e l d  o f  s tu d y  and 

p io n e e r in g  f ig u r e s  such  as  H arto g , Rhodes and B u rt (1936) co n ducted  

c o n t r o l le d  ex p erim en ts  in to  m ethods o f  exam ining w hich p roduced  d is c o n c e r t in g  

r e s u l t s .  They uncovered  " d i s t r e s s in g  u n c e r t a i n t i e s "  in  p u b lic  exam ining  

and p o in te d  ou t t h a t ,  " . . .  an ex am in a tio n  c e r t i f i c a t e . . .  may by chance  

be  g iv e n  t o  c a n d id a te s  who by r i g h t s  sho u ld  b e  r e j e c t e d .  T here a r e  many 

ex am in a tio n s  in  w hich  th e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t  may 

depend s o le l y  on th e  m arks a l l o t t e d  by two exam iners o r even by a  s in g le
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exam iner. Our r e s u l t s  show how s e r io u s  may he  th e  elem en t o f chance

in  such  c a s e s "  ( p . x i i i ) .  T hus, in c re a s in g  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  a sse ssm e n t

as  a s c ie n c e  was exposing  new d e f i c i e n c i e s  in  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n s

w hich gave th e  new g e n e ra t io n  o f  c r i t i c s  a  p o w e rfu l, new weapon w ith

w hich to  d i s c r e d i t  e x a m in a tio n s . For in s t a n c e ,  V a le n t in e  (1932) arg u ed

t h a t  th e r e  w as;

. . .  s e r io u s  g round f o r  la c k  o f  c o n fid e n c e  i n  ex am in a tio n  
aw ards , nam ely p e r s o n a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  and u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  m arking 
in  th e  exam iners th e m s e lv e s . . .  In  th e  m ark ing  o f  e s sa y s  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  e x t r a o rd in a ry  v a r i a t i o n s  o ccu r betw een  th e  m arks 
o f  d i f f e r e n t  ex am in ers ; and t h i s  i s  m ost im p o rta n t in  view  o f 
t h e  p rom inen t p la c e  t h a t  th e  e ssay  o c c u p ie s  in  many e x a m in a tio n s .

( p .2 6 )

M oreover, th e  backw ash e f f e c t s  o f  ex am in a tio n s  seemed a l l  th e  more

u n a c c e p ta b le  once i t  was a p p re c ia te d  t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n s  w ere o f te n

s e n s a t io n a l ly  u n r e l i a b l e :  " . . .  so f a r  as th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  ex am in a tio n s

may b e  e d u c a t io n a l ly  h a rm fu l, i t  i s  a l l  th e  more im p o rta n t to  e n q u ire

how f a r  th e y  a r e  r e l i a b l e .  A r e v e l a t i o n  o f  g r e a t  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  sh o u ld

te n d  to  l e s s e n  th e  w e ig h t a t ta c h e d  to  e x am in a tio n s"  (V a le n t in e ,  1 9 3 2 , p .IT )

T hus, th e  c l im a te  o f  o p in io n  s h i f t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a t  t h i s  p e r io d .

Ever s in c e  t h e i r  b e g in n in g s  i n  th e  l 8 5 0 's ,  t h e r e  had b een  immense

optim ism  ab o u t e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  and a c o n t in u in g  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e y

w ere a  p o t e n t i a l  so u rc e  o f  good once re fo rm  had e l im in a te d  t h e i r

backw ash e f f e c t s .  However, e d u c a t io n i s t s  in c r e a s in g ly  f e l t  t h a t

backw ash e f f e c t s  w ere n o t th e  id io s y n c r a t ic  p ro d u c ts  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r

sy s te m ,b u t t h a t  th e y  w ere in h e re n t  i n  th e  v e ry  p ro c e s s  o f  exam in ing .

T his changed mood i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  recom m endation in  th e  Spens

R ep o rt (1 9 3 9 ) t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  th e  new T e c h n ic a l High S choo ls

sh o u ld  b e  co n d u c ted  on an i n t e r n a l  b a s i s  b e c a u se :

We would n o t seek  to  im pose upon th e  T e c h n ic a l High S choo ls  
any system  o f e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  n e c e s s a r i ly  
u n ifo rm  and r i g i d  s y l la b u s e s  w hich would i n e v i t a b ly  fo llo w  in  
i t s  w ake. ( p .279 )
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T hus, o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  w ere f i n a l l y  b e g in n in g  t o  ad o p t th e  v iew  t h a t

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere synonymous w ith  r i g i d i t y  and u n ifo rm ity

in  sc h o o l c u r r i c u l a  and t h a t  t h i s  was an in h e re n t  f e a t u r e  o f  exam in in g .

T h is  view  was sh a re d  by a grow ing number o f  e d u c a t io n i s t s .  For

in s ta n c e ,  Norwood (1929) a rg u ed :

. . .  th e  c h i e f  b l o t  on t h a t  ad m ira b le  docum ent, th e  R ep o rt on 
th e  E d u ca tio n  o f th e  A d o le sc e n t, i s  t h a t  i t  la y s  down t h a t  i t
i s  d e s i r a b l e  to  make a v a i la b l e  a  s p e c ia l  ex am in a tio n  o f  a
ty p e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  p u p i l s  le a v in g  p o s t-p r im a ry  s c h o o ls . . .
The u s u a l  s a fe g u a rd in g  c la u s e  i s  so lem n ly  in s e r t e d  'p ro v id e d  
o f  c o u rse  t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  i s  n o t a llow ed  
u n d u ly  t o  dom inate  th e  c u r r ic u lu m '.  As i f  i n  an e x am in a tio n  
o f t h i s  m agn itude  i t  co u ld  ever do a n y th in g  e l s e ,  as  i f  t h e r e  
w ere n o t p ro o f  o v e rflo w in g  from  th e  s h o r t  c a r e e r  o f  th e  Schoo l 
C e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  i t  m ust do so . ( p .206)

Norwood's c o n c lu d in g  se n te n c e s  convey th e  mood o f  pessim ism  w hich

in c r e a s in g ly  enveloped  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  :

. . .  th e  ex am in a tio n  system  i s  no f r i e n d  to  whom one can  t r u s t  
in  b l in d  c o n f id e n c e : from  i t s  f i r s t  g u is e  as a  s e rv a n t  i t  may
a t  any moment r e v e a l  i t s e l f  as a  h a rd  and u n sy m p a th e tic
m a s te r :  and i t  i s  f a r  th e  m ost dangerous o f  th e  m e c h a n ic a l 
in s tru m e n ts  which a re  employed in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f e d u c a tio n .

(p p . 208- 9 )

T h is  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  e x te r n a l  exam ining c u lm in a te d  in  th e  Norwood 

R ep o rt (1943 ) .

13 . THE NORWOOD REPORT( 1943)

I f  th e  Spens R ep o rt (1939) was c h a r a c te r i z e d  by  i t s  m o d e ra tio n , 

th e n  i t s  h e i r ,  th e  Norwood R e p o r t ,  was c h a r a c te r i z e d  by i t s  r a d ic a l i s m .  

The Spens R ep o rt had su g g e s te d  m odest re fo rm s  w ith in  th e  e x i s t in g  

fram ework o f  ex am in a tio n s  w hereas th o s e  ad v o ca ted  by th e  Norwood R ep o rt 

would have e n t a i l e d  sw eeping away th e  e x i s t in g  fram ew ork. The r e a c t io n  

a g a in s t  c o n v e n t io n a l ex am in a tio n s  re a c h e d  a  c lim ax  in  th e  Norwood 

R ep o rt w hich recommended th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a t
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l6+  and t h e i r  re p la c e m e n t hy a  netw ork  o f  i n t e r n a l ,  s c h o o l-b a se d

a s s e s s m e n ts .  The Norwood R ep o rt r e p re s e n te d  a  tu r n in g  p o in t  in  th e

a t t i t u d e  to w ard s ex am in a tio n s  w hich had p r e v a i le d  in  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s

over th e  p re c e d in g  c e n tu ry .  Whereas t h e i r  mood had been  one o f  op tim ism ,

th e  Norwood R ep o rt f l a t l y  denounced th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f  in  th e

u l t im a te  good o f e x a m in a tio n s . I t  a rg u ed  t h a t  e x te r n a l  ex a m in a tio n s

n e c e s s a r i ly  en s la v e d  s c h o o ls ;

. . .  we f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t th e  d ic tum  t h a t  e x t e r n a l  
e x am in a tio n s  can  fo llo w  c u rr ic u lu m ; th e  tim e  la g  i s  to o  lo n g  
and th e  r u t s  grow to o  d e e p . . .  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  m ust 
n e c e s s a r i ly  d e te rm in e  c u r r ic u lu m , (p p . 32-33)

I t  i s  n o t d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  t h i s  v o l t e - f a c e .  The f a i l u r e  o f  th e  

I 9IT re fo rm s  to  b r in g  abou t th e  d e s i r e d  changes made i t  in c r e a s in g ly  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  e d u c a t io n i s t s  t o  co n ce iv e  o f  an ex am in a tio n  w hich  c o u ld ,  

in  p r a c t i c e , -  b e  th e  s e rv a n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  r a th e r  th a n  t h e i r  m a s te r .

"At p r e s e n t ,  th e  ex am in a tio n  d i c t a t e s  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  and can n o t do 

o th e rw is e ;  i t  c o n f in e s  e x p e rim e n t, l i m i t s  f r e e  c h o ic e  o f  s u b je c t s ,  

ham pers t r e a tm e n t  o f  s u b je c t s ,  encourages wrong v a lu e s  in  th e  c la ss ro o m "  

(Norwood R e p o r t ,  1943, p . 31 ).

B esid es  w ish in g  t o  f r e e  th e  sc h o o ls  from  th e  n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t s  o f

e x te r n a l  exam in ing , th e  Comm ittee f e l t  t h a t  th e r e  w ere p o s i t i v e  re a s o n s

why exam ining sh o u ld  be  s c h o o l-b a s e d :

. . .  th e  ex am in a tio n  i s  b e s t  co n ducted  by th e  te a c h e r s  
th e m se lv es  a s  b e in g  th o s e  who sh o u ld  know t h e i r  p u p i l s  ’ work 
and ought t h e r e f o r e  to  be  th o s e  b e s t  a b le  t o  form  a  judgem ent 
on i t . . .  a m ethod o f  exam ining by th e  te a c h e r ,  com bined w ith  
s c h o o l r e c o r d s . . .  would f u r n is h  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  g iv in g  in fo rm a tio n  
o f  r e a l  im p o r ta n c e . . .  and y e t  would p re s e rv e  i n t a c t  th e  
freedom  o f  th e  sc h o o l and w ould r i d  te a c h e r  and p u p i l  o f  an 
a r t i f i c i a l  r e s t r a i n t  im posed from  w ith o u t ,  (p p . 32-45)

A f a c t o r  in  th e  e x i s t in g  s i t u a t i o n  w hich th e  Comm ittee f e l t  

j u s t i f i e d  m a jo r r e v i s i o n  was th e  E d u ca tio n  B i l l  w hich w ould e f f e c t  

m ajo r changes in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  (s e e  s e c t io n  1 1 ) .  One o f  t h e  m ost
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" p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  p roblem s in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  exam ining has been  

a  m ism atch betw een th e  dynamic n a tu re  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  and th e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  f ix e d  n a tu re  o f  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . E xam inations 

have c o n s i s t e n t ly  la g g e d  b eh in d  e d u c a tio n  w hich has evo lved  r a p id ly  

and th e  Comm ittee r e a l i s e d  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  tim e  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e r e  was 

a need f o r  f a r - r e a c h in g  change . They re g a rd e d  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  

as  one p h ase  in  th e  developm ent o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n , p la y in g  a 

c r u c i a l  r o l e  a t  an e a r l i e r  s ta g e  o f  grow th  b u t  a n a c h r o n is t ic  by th e  

1 9 4 0 's :

In  th e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  th e  ex am in a tio n  has re n d e re d  u s e f u l  
and v a lu a b le  s e r v i c e . . .  At a  tim e  when th e  r a p id  ex p an sio n  
o f  seco n d ary  sch o o ls  caused  u n c e r t a in ty  abou t s t a n d a r d s . . .  
when newly r e c r u i t e d  te a c h e r s  b r in g in g  w ith  them l i t t l e  
t r a d i t i o n  and l i t t l e  e x p e r ie n c e  w ere in  doub t a b o u t . . .  
s y l la b u s e s  and c u r r i c u l a ,  th e  programme p u t b e fo re  them in  
c a r e f u l ly  d e v ise d  r e g u l a t i o n s . . .  gave a  se n se  o f  d i r e c t i o n ,  
d e f in e d  l e v e l s  o f  a c h ie v a n e n t and h e lp e d  in  no sm a ll m easure 
to  e s t a b l i s h  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  on a  s u re  and sound b a s i s . . .
In  th e  e a r ly  days a  s c a f f o ld in g  was needed f o r  th e  b u i ld in g  
o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n ; and th e r e  was some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  
ex am in a tio n s  d i c t a t i n g  c u r r i c u lu m . . .  But seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  
has p a sse d  th ro u g h  i t s  e a r ly  p h a se s ; i t  can s ta n d  a lo n e ,  and 
a l re a d y  f in d s  th e  fram ew ork w hich su p p o rte d  i t  to  b e  a 
b a r r i e r  p re v e n tin g  g ro w th . (p p . 32-33)

The Comm ittee w ere co n sc io u s  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  in  c r e a t in g  a  system  w hich

m ust o p e ra te  in  a l t e r e d  c irc u m s ta n c e s  and th e y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i f  th e

e x i s t in g  system  was a llo w ed  to  c o n t in u e ,  th e  r e s u l t s  m ight b e  d i s a s t r o u s ;

I f  th e  p r e s e n t  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  ex am in a tio n  i s  r e t a i n e d . . .  
i t  w i l l  m ark o f f  th e  S econdary  Grammar School from  o th e r  form s 
o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n . A system  w i l l  th e n  b e  e s ta b l i s h e d  
u nder w hich p a r i t y  in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  w i l l  become 
im p o s s ib l e . . .  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f th e  T e c h n ic a l Schoo l and 
th e  Modern S c h o o l . . .  w i l l  b e  p re ju d ic e d  from  th e  o u t s e t .

( p.46 )

The Comm ittee re c o g n is e d  t h a t  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f exp an sio n  and

e x p e r im e n ta tio n , ex am in a tio n s  w ould need to  b e  f l e x i b l e :

. . .  i t  w i l l  b e  in c r e a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  r e c o n c i le  an  e x te r n a l  
ex am in a tio n  a t  l 6+ w ith  th e  f u l l  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  aim s o f
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th e  sc h o o ls  and w ith  th e  enjoym ent o f  t h a t  freedom  w hich 
w i l l  th e n  h e  h e ld  to  h e  a  v i t a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  (p .4 5 )

The p ro p o sed  a b o l i t i o n  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a t  l 6+ was n o th in g

s h o r t  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  b e c a u se , a lth o u g h  f a r - r e a c h in g  changes had been

im plem ented b e f o r e ,  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e x te r n a l  exam ining had alw ays

been  p re s e rv e d  i n t a c t .  The Comm ittee w ere aw are o f  th e  d r a s t i c  n a tu re

o f  th e  changes th e y  w ere a d v o c a tin g  and th e y  conceded t h a t  such  changes

would have to  o ccu r g r a d u a l ly :

We r e c o g n is e  t h a t  sudden and im m ediate change i s  in a d v is a b le  
. . .  i t  may be  th e  p a r t  o f  wisdom t o  ta k e  one s te p  a t  a tim e  
. . .  We sh o u ld  ex p ec t t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  p ro g re s s  w ould have b een  
made in  seven  y e a rs  from  now to  e n a b le  a w h o lly  i n t e r n a l  
ex am in a tio n  t o  be  a d o p te d . (p p . 45-46)

T h e re fo re ,  th e y ,  " . . .  s e t  f o r t h  an  u l t im a te  o b je c t iv e "  ( p . 45) w h ile  

conced ing  t h a t ,  i n  th e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r io d ,  in te r im  m easu res would have 

to  be em ployed. T h e ir  in te r im  p la n  e n t a i l e d  u s in g  th e  e x i s t in g  e x te rn a l, 

system  as  a b a s i s  from  w hich to  p ro p e l  th e  s c h o o ls  tow ards  th e  new 

i n t e r n a l  sy stem . To t h i s  end , d u rin g  th e  n e x t seven  y e a rs  w h ile  te a c h e r s  

w ere g a in in g  th e  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a ry  to  conduct i n t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s , th e  

School C e r t i f i c a t e  was t o  be  r e t a in e d  under th e  c o n t ro l  o f t h e  u n iv e r s i t y  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  However, each b o ard  was to  b e  r e q u e s te d  to  a p p o in t a 

S tan d in g  Com m ittee f o r  th e  conduct o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  on w hich th e  

l a r g e s t  s in g le  g roup  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  was t o  b e  drawn from  th e  te a c h in g  

p r o f e s s io n .  T each ers  w ere to  acco u n t f o r  40% o f th e  m em bership and 

t h i s  was j u s t  one s te p  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  p ro v id in g  te a c h e r s  w ith  th e  

e x p e r t i s e  n e c e s s a ry  t o  ta k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ex am in a tio n s  in  

th e  f u tu r e .  The Comm ittee a ls o  w ished  to  abandon th e  group  and minimum 

number o f  s u b je c t s  re q u ire m e n ts  so t h a t  c a n d id a te s  may ta k e  any number 

and any co m b in a tio n  o f  s u b je c t s  t h a t  th e y  w ish ed . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t o  n o te  t h a t  even i n  t h e i r  in te r im  m e a su re s , th e  Comm ittee re g a rd e d



43

f l e x i b i l i t y  and freedom  as  q u a l i t i e s  o f  g r e a t  im p o rta n c e . At th e  

same t im e , sc h o o ls  w ere to  b e  encouraged  " . . .  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  own 

s y l la b u s e s "  ( p .4 6 ) .

S in ce  sc h o o l re c o rd s  w ere in te n d e d  to  p la y  a  m ajo r r o l e  in  th e  new 

a s s e s sm e n ts ,  th e  Comm ittee recommended t h a t  r e s e a r c h  in t o  r e c o rd  keep ing  

m ethods sh o u ld  b e  u n d e rta k e n  as a  means o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h i s  dev e lo p m en t. 

A new ty p e  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  d iv id e d  in to  two p a r t s ,  was a l s o  s u g g e s te d . 

S ig n i f i c a n t ly ,  th e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  n o t th e  seco n d , was to  " . . .  c o n ta in  a 

re c o rd  o f t h e  s h a re  w hich th e  p u p i l  had ta k e n  i n  th e  g e n e ra l  l i f e  o f 

th e  s c h o o l" ,  in d i c a t in g  " . . .  th e  way in  w hich he  had u sed  th e  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o f f e r e d  to  him by h i s  e d u c a tio n , u s in g  th e  te rm  in  i t s  

w id e s t s e n se "  ( p .4 8 ) .  The f a c t  t h a t  ex am in a tio n  r e s u l t s  w ere to  ap p ea r 

in  th e  second s e c t i o n ,  w h ile  a  r e c o rd  o f  th e  p u p i l 's  e d u c a tio n  " . . .  

i n  i t s  w id e s t s e n s e "  was to  p re c e d e  i t ,  n e a t ly  sym bo lised  th e  

C om m ittee 's  se n se  o f p r i o r i t i e s .

The above recom m endations w ere d e s ig n e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  move 

away from  e x te r n a l  exam ining tow ards th e  " . . .  u l t im a te  o b je c t iv e "  o f 

a n a t io n a l  system  o f i n t e r n a l ,  s c h o o l-b a se d  a s s e s s m e n ts .

l 4 .  THE REPORT OF THE RE-CONSTITUTED SECONDARY SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS 

COUNCIL ( 1947)

The t r a n s i t i o n  en v isag e d  by th e  Norwood R ep o rt was n ever r e a l i s e d .

No im m ediate a c t io n  was ta k e n  fo llo w in g  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f th e  Norwood 

R ep o rt (1943 ) and th e  M in is te r  f i n a l l y  a c te d  i n  1946 by r e - c o n s t i t u t i n g  

th e  Secondary  School E xam inations C o u n c il. He r e q u e s te d  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  

rev iew  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e i r  r e p o r t .  E xam inations in  Secondary  S c h o o ls , 

was p u b lish e d  in  1947. T h is  i s  n o t t o  s u g g e s t t h a t  th e  p e r io d  betw een 

1943 and 1946 was one o f i n a c t i v i t y  s in c e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p in io n s  b u i l t
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up over th e s e  y e a r s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  Norwood R ep o rt

was w e l l - r e c e iv e d  in  th e  p r e s s  and th e  fa v o u ra b le  re s p o n s e  le d  Board

o f f i c i a l s  to  hope f o r  an e a r ly  s t a r t  t o  th e  re fo rm s .

In  f a c t  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  p roved  to  b e  c o n s id e r a b le ,  and 
o p p o s i t io n  b u i l t  up in  s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s . . .  in  1944 th e  
H ead m aste rs ' A s s o c ia t io n  v o te d  a g a in s t  th e  p ro p o s a l  t h a t  
th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  sh o u ld  b e  conducted  i n t e r n a l l y .  The 
J o u rn a l  o f  E d u c a tio n , w hich had su p p o rte d  th e  Norwood v ie w , 
su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  h e a d m a s te r s 'a t t i tu d e  stemmed from  a  d e s i r e  
t o  m a in ta in  a  c l e a r  d a n a rc a t io n  betw een  th e  grammar sc h o o ls  
and o th e r  seco n d ary  s c h o o l s . . .  In  A ugust 1944 th e  Cam bridge 
L o ca l E xam inations S y n d ic a te  e n te re d  th e  r in g  w ith  a  s ta te m e n t 
recommending t h a t  th e  exam ining b o d ie s  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  
a s s e s s  th e  c a n d id a te 's  w hole p erfo rm ance  in  S choo l C e r t i f i c a t e  
as  w e ll  as  r e c o rd in g  p a s se s  in  in d iv id u a l  s u b j e c t s . . .  In  th e  
same y e a r  th e  S y n d ic a te 's  D eputy S e c r e ta r y ,  J .L .  B re re t o n , 
p u b lish e d  an in v e s t i g a t io n  o f  th e  exam ining system  w hich was 
v e ry  c r i t i c a l  o f th e  Norwood p r o p o s a ls .  When a l l  th e s e  c r o s s 
c u r r e n t s  o f o p in io n  a r e  rem em bered, i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  
i t  was 1947 b e fo re  th e  S econdary  S chool E xam inations C ouncil 
p re s e n te d  a new s e t  o f  p ro p o s a ls  to  th e  M in is te r  o f  E d u c a tio n .

(R oach, 197 9 , p . 57)

The Norwood Comm ittee had  sough t to  sweep away th e  e x te r n a l  

e x a m in a tio n s ' " s c a f f o ld in g "  and t o  a llo w  th e  e d i f i c e  o f seco n d ary  

e d u c a tio n  t o  s ta n d  a lo n e  b u t t h i s  p roved  to  b e  a b o r t i v e .  The SSEC's 

r e v is e d  p ro p o s a ls  abandoned Norwood's " u l t im a te  o b je c t iv e "  ( i . e .  a 

n a t io n a l  system  o f i n t e r n a l  a s se ssm e n ts  u n d er te a c h e r  c o n t r o l ) , w h ile  

i t s  in te r im  m easure (an e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  on a  s u b je c t  b a s i s  

c o n t r o l le d  by th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s )  was made a  perm ajient f e a t u r e  o f  th e  new 

sy stem . F l a t l y  c o n t r a d ic t in g  th e  Norwood R e p o r t ,  th e  1947 R ep o rt 

c la im ed  t h a t ,  "An e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  p r o f i t a b l e  and p ro p e r"  ( p . 5) 

f o r  c e r t a i n  seco n d ary  sc h o o l p u p i l s  and i t  recommended th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t 

o f a new e x a m in a tio n , t h e  G en era l C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  E d u c a tio n , w hich was 

to  be o f f e r e d  a t  th r e e  l e v e l s :  O rd in a ry , Advanced and S c h o la r s h ip .

A lthough  th e  SSEC abandoned N orwood's " u l t im a te  o b j e c t iv e " ,  i t  

would be  m is le a d in g  to  im ply t h a t  N orwood's p ro p o s a ls  w ere r e j e c t e d  

ou t o f hand s in c e  many o f  them  w ere in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  new s e t  o f
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recom m endations. However, th e  manner in  w hich th e y  w ere embodied in  

th e  new system  may b e  d e s c r ib e d  as  a  t o t a l  p e rv e r s io n  o f th e  Norwood 

R e p o r t 's  u l t im a te  i n t e n t i o n s .  For in s ta n c e ,  h av in g  recommended th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t o f a new e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  a l l  th e  power and 

p r e s t i g e  w hich u n iv e r s i t y  b ack in g  c o u ld  p ro v id e ,  th e  SSEC's fo llo w in g  

p ro p o s a ls ,  w hich  w ere e n t i r e l y  in  k eep in g  w ith  th e  Norwood i d e a l ,  may 

sound somewhat s u p e r f lu o u s :

We recommend t h a t  -
(a )  In d iv id u a l  seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  sh o u ld  c a r r y  o u t s y s te m a tic  

i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  b a se d  on and d e s ig n e d  t o  s u i t  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o u rse s  and th e  p u p i l s  fo llo w in g  them .

(b ) The M in is try  and L oca l E d u ca tio n  A u th o r i t ie s  ( s in g ly  o r  in  
g ro u p s) sh o u ld  prom ote and encourage ex p erim en ts  in  th e  
conduct and asse ssm en t o f  i n t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s , ( p . 5 )

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e y  a d v ise d  t h a t ,  "O b je c tiv e  t e s t s . . .  sh o u ld  b e  s e t  

p e r i o d i c a l l y . . .  and th e  r e s u l t s  re c o rd e d  in  sc h o o l r e c o rd s "  ( p . 4 ) .  These 

re c o rd s  w ere a ls o  in te n d e d  t o  p la y  a m ajo r r o l e  in  t h i s  s c h o o l-b a se d  

system  o f  a s s e s sm e n ts :  "Every p u p i l  on le a v in g  a  seco n d ary  s c h o o l sh o u ld  

be  p ro v id e d  w ith  a com prehensive  sc h o o l r e p o r t  c o n ta in in g  th e  f u l l e s t  

p o s s ib le  in fo rm a tio n  abou t him " ( p . 4 ) .  These i n t e r n a l  a sse ssm e n t 

p ro c e d u re s  w ere e n t i r e l y  in  k eep in g  w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  Norwood and y e t  

t h e i r  p u rp o se  may be  q u e s tio n e d  in  th e  fa c e  o f  a  new and p o t e n t i a l l y  

p o w erfu l e x te r n a l  e x am in a tio n .

C e r ta in  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  new ex am in a tio n  e x p la in  th e s e  a p p a re n t ly  

c o n f l i c t i n g  p ro p o s a ls .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e  pass  l e v e l  was f ix e d  a t  th e  

c r e d i t  l e v e l  o f  th e  o ld  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  im m ed ia te ly  m arking  o f f  th e  

GCE as  an ex am in a tio n  d e s ig n e d  f o r  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e .  I t  m ust be 

remembered th a t  th e  c r e d i t  l e v e l  o r i g i n a l l y  had b een  in te n d e d  as a means 

o f s a t i s f y i n g  m a t r ic u la t io n  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  e n t r a n t s .  In  

1951 , t h i s  s t r in g e n t  l e v e l  was o f f i c i a l l y  re c o g n ise d  as th e  a c c e p ta b le
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s ta n d a rd  f o r  a  p a ss  i n  a  g e n e ra l  sc h o o l c e r t i f i c a t e .  A nother r e g u la t io n

w hich was d e s ig n e d  to  p la c e  0 -L ev e l beyond th e  re a c h  o f  a l l  b u t  a

sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f th e  t o t a l  sc h o o l p o p u la t io n  was th e  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t ,

" . . .  th e  minimum age f o r  s i t t i n g  any p a r t  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  sh o u ld  f o r

th e  tim e  b e in g  be s ix te e n  y e a r s  on S e p t. 1 s t  in  th e  y e a r  o f  th e

ex am in a tio n "  and th a t  an  " . . .  in c r e a s e  in  th e  minimum age a t  w hich th e

ex am in a tio n  can be  ta k e n ,  to g e th e r  w ith  any r a i s i n g  o f  s ta n d a rd s  w hich

may be a p p r o p r ia te "  ( p . 7 ) sh o u ld  a l s o  ta k e  p la c e  as soon as c irc u m s ta n c e s

p e rm i t te d .  T hus, th e  r a t i o n a l e  b eh in d  th e s e  seem ing ly  c o n f l i c t i n g

p ro p o s a ls  becomes in c r e a s in g ly  c l e a r .  GCE was in te n d e d  to  c a t e r  f o r

ap p ro x im a te ly  th e  same l im i t e d  group  o f  p u p i l s  a s  had been  c a te r e d  f o r

by th e  School C e r t i f i c a t e .  The Norwood m ethods h a d , i n  e f f e c t ,  been

c o n fin e d  t.o u se  by th o s e  p u p i l s  who w ould r e c e iv e  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n  in

modern s c h o o ls .  As th e  B eloe  R ep o rt (196O) l a t e r  commented

The C o u n c il hoped t h a t . . .  th e y  had d e v ise d  an ex am in a tio n  
w hich w ould i n  p r a c t i c e  be  beyond th e  re a c h  o f  any b u t th o s e  
in  s e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e s .  They e n v isag e d  t h a t  th e  needs o f  
c h i ld r e n  i n  o th e r  c o u rse s  would be  m et by a rran g em en ts  f o r  
s y s te m a tic  i n t e r n a l  e x a m in a t io n s . . .  accom panied by th e  e x te n s iv e  
u se  o f  sc h o o l r e p o r t s ,  ( p . 7 )

The SSEC a l s o  a tte m p te d  to  p la y  down th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  GCE in  th e

grammar sc h o o l scheme o f  e d u c a tio n ;

. . .  f o r  a  p u p i l  who i s  c l e a r l y  f i t t e d  f o r  "Advanced" w o r k . . .  
s i t t i n g  f o r  some o f  th e  "O rd in a ry "  p a p e rs  would be  p r o f i t l e s s .
I t  w ould be c o n t ra ry  t o  th e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  th e  system  f o r  any 
p u p i l  to  s i t  s u c c e s s iv e ly  f o r  "O rd in a ry " , "Advanced" and 
" S c h o la rs h ip "  p a p e rs  in  th e  same s u b je c t .  We h ope , t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  s c h o o ls  w i l l  r e l y  upon t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  and 
o th e r  s im i la r  e v id en ce  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n is a t io n ;  t h a t  
th e y  w i l l  d e f e r  as lo n g  a s  p o s s ib le  th e  e n try  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s  
f o r  th e s e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  and th a t  th e y  w i l l  s u i t a b l y  
l i m i t  th e  s u b je c t s  o f f e r e d ,  ( p .7 )
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15. CONCLUDING REMARKS

An e x a m in a t io n s ' system  w hich was to  l a s t  f o r  l e s s  th a n  tw en ty  

y e a rs  was e s ta b l i s h e d  in  1951* I t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  com prom ise betw een 

th e  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  " t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s "  and th e  aims o f  th e  

" p ro g re s s iv e s "  w hich r e s u l t e d  in  a  c u r io u s  b le n d  o f c o n v e n t io n a l e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  and n o v e l i n t e r n a l  a s s e s s m e n ts .  E x te rn a l  exam ining was 

in te n d e d  to  p la y  no p a r t  in  th e  seco n d ary  modern scheme o f  e d u c a tio n  and 

o n ly  a l im i t e d  r o l e  in  seco n d ary  grammar sc h o o l e d u c a tio n . W herever 

p o s s ib le ,  a s se ssm e n t was to  b e  sc h o o l-b a se d .

S in ce  t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE stem s d i r e c t l y  from  th e  w ork ing  o f  th e  

1947 p r o v is io n s ,  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r  w i l l  t r a c e  t h e i r  im p lem en ta tio n  

and e v a lu a te  t h e i r  e f f i c a c y .  I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  b e a r  in  mind t h a t  l e s s  

th a n  a decade a f t e r  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e s e  p r o v is io n s ,  th e  B eloe 

Committee was ask ed  to  rev iew  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  exam ining a t  th e  I 6+ l e v e l .  

I t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  d e te rm in e  why th e  1947 p r o v is io n s  w ere found  to  b e  

u n s a t i s f a c to r y  so s h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  in c e p t io n .  T h e ir  d e f i c i e n c i e s  

p ro v id e  th e  r a i s o n  d 'e t r e  f o r  CSE and i t  i s  a g a in s t  t h i s  background  t h a t  

th e  "ach ievem en ts and le s s o n s "  (D ixon , 1977, p .8 )  o f  CSE m ust b e  ju d g e d .
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CHAPTER TWO

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT (1947-1965)

1 . THE PROVISIONS MADE BY THE SSEC (1947)

W hile th e  Spens R epo rt (1939) had ad v o ca ted  m odest re fo rm s  w ith in  th e  

e x i s t in g  fram ew ork o f  e x a m in a tio n s , th e  Norwood R eport (1943) had 

recommended f a r - r e a c h in g  changes w hich would have sw ept away th e  e x i s t in g  

s t r u c t u r e .  The recom m endations w hich w ere f i n a l l y  im plem ented may, w ith  

some j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  he d e s c r ib e d  as  p re s e rv in g  th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  u n d er 

a new g u is e .  A d m itte d ly , some m o d i f ic a t io n s ,  such  a s  th e  rem oval o f  th e  

g roup  and minimum number o f  s u b je c t s  r e q u ire m e n ts ,  had been made. N ev e rth e 

l e s s ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  w ere p re s e rv e d .  

F or exam ple, th e  exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s  w hich had o p e ra te d  th e  S chool 

C e r t i f i c a t e  w ere r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  GCE, a d e c i s io n  w hich , p e rh ap s  more 

th a n  any o th e r ,  en su red  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  s t a t u s  quo. F u rth e rm o re , 

t h e  0 -L ev e l p a s s  was f ix e d  by th e  d i r e c t  a d o p tio n  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  

S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  g ra d in g  system  w hich had been so h ig h ly  c o v e te d .

P erhaps th e  m ost t e l l i n g  in d i c a t io n  o f  th e  a f f i n i t y  betw een S chool 

C e r t i f i c a t e  and GCE ap p ea red  in  th e  1947 R ep o rt:

One e f f e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  our p ro p o s a ls  i s  to  make a v a i la b l e  . . . .
w hat i s  v i r t u a l l y  "S choo l C e r t i f i c a t e "  on a s u b je c t  b a s i s ,  ( p .7)

C le a r ly ,  th e  SSEC had no p r e te n s io n s  to  p ro v id in g  a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  

o ld  system  on r e v is e d  l i n e s  f o r  th e  grammar s c h o o ls .  A lo n g sid e  t h i s ,  th e y  

ex p ec ted  a system  o f i n t e r n a l  a s se ssm e n ts  to  c o e x is t  and to  be u sed  in  

p re fe re n c e  t o  i t  by th e  m odern sch o o ls  and even by grammar sc h o o ls  in
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a p p r o p r ia te  c irc u m s ta n c e s :

I t  would be c o n t ra ry  to  th e  in t e n t io n s  o f  th e  system  f o r  any 
p u p i l  to  s i t  s u c c e s s iv e ly  fo r  "O rd in a ry " , "Advanced" and 
" S c h o la rs h ip "  p a p e rs  in  th e  same s u b je c t .  We h o p e , t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  sc h o o ls  w i l l  r e l y  upon t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  . . . .  
f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n is a t io n ,  ( p . 7 )

These p ro p o s a ls  w ere u n r e a l i s t i c  s in c e  e x p e r ie n c e  had shown t h a t  a 

c e r t i f i c a t e  aw arded by a  p r e s t i g io u s  academ ic body was h ig h ly  c o v e te d .

I t  had proved  t o  be im p o ss ib le  to  c o n f in e  th e  c r e d i t  l e v e l  o f  th e  Schoo l 

C e r t i f i c a t e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l l y  in te n d e d  fu n c t io n  a s  a  m a t r ic u l a t i o n  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  why th e  SSEC im agined  t h a t  

GCE would n o t be used  e x te n s iv e ly  a s  a s c h o o l- le a v in g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  when 

th e  a t te m p t to  c o n f in e  th e  u se  o f  i t s  f o rb e a r  to  u n iv e r s i t y  e n t r a n t s  had 

proved  to  be so im p r a c t ic a b le .

The r e a l  m easure  o f  t h i s  la c k  o f  r e a l is m  i s  p ro v id e d  by th e  e x te n t  to  

w hich th e  SSEC's in t e n t i o n s  w ere underm ined once th e  p ro p o s a ls  were 

im plem ented . As th e  fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  show s, i n t e r n a l  schemes f a i l e d  to  

m a te r i a l i z e  on a  n o t ic e a b le  s c a le  w h ile  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  p r o l i f e r a t e d .

2 . EVIDENCE OF THE FAILURE OF THE 1947 PROVISIONS

A number o f  p ro v is io n s  had bean  made to  se c u re  th e  freedom  o f  modern 

sc h o o ls  from  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . The r ig o ro u s  p a ss  l e v e l  and th e  

minimum age o f  e n t ry  fo r  GCE w ere in te n d e d  to  ex c lu d e  them from  0 -L e v e l and^ 

s in c e  no o th e r  re c o g n is e d  ex am in a tio n s  o f  a  l e s s  e x a c tin g  s ta n d a rd  w ere 

a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  was assumed t h a t  th e y  would d e v is e  t h e i r  own i n t e r n a l  

p ro c e d u re s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  T h is  was r a t i f i e d  by th e  S ch o o ls’ G ran t 

R e g u la tio n s  w hich p ro v id ed  f i n a n c i a l  su p p o rt e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  

o f  GCE e n t r i e s ;  no o th e r  form  o f ex am in a tio n  below  th e  l 6+ l e v e l  was 

r e c o g n is e d , approved o r f in a n c e d  by th e  S ta te  ( s e e  th e  B eloe R e p o r t ,  19^0 , 

p p . l 5 - l 6 ) .  In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  th e  B eloe R eport (1960 ) found t h a t  w i th in  th e  

s h o r t  space  o f  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s , m i n i s t e r i a l  p o l ic y  had been  f lo u t e d  on a 

m ass iv e  s c a le .
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0 -L e v e l was ad o p ted  a lm o st im m ed ia te ly  a s  th e  le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e

n o t o n ly  in  grammar sc h o o ls  h u t a l s o  in  th e  modern sc h o o ls  w here i t  was

u sed  on an e v e r - in c r e a s in g  s c a le  and r a p id l y  became th e  h a llm a rk  o f  a 

"good" modern s c h o o l.  M oreover, th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a s  many p a s s e s  as 

p o s s ib le  became th e  o b je c t  n o t o n ly  o f  grammar sc h o o l p u p i l s  b u t a l s o  o f  

th e  sm a ll b u t grow ing number o f  c h i ld r e n  in  modern sc h o o ls  who e n te re d

f o r  GCE. In  f a c t ,  by 1959, a  t h i r d  o f  a l l  0 -L ev e l e n t r i e s  came from

e s ta b l is h m e n ts  o th e r  th a n  grammar sc h o o ls  (B eloe  R e p o rt, 19^0 , p . 9) an d , 

by th e  end o f  th e  195 0 ' s ,  t h i s  t r e n d  was a c c e le r a t in g  a t  a  g r e a t  p ace . 

W hereas in  1958 10 ,500  modern sc h o o l c a n d id a te s  had e n te re d  f o r  0 -L e v e l, 

th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  t h i s  number had in c re a s e d  by 50^ w ith  15 ,600  c a n d id a te s  

from  1000 modern sc h o o ls  ta k in g  th e  ex am in a tio n  (B eloe  R e p o rt, 19&0, p . lO ) .  

M oreover, an  NUT su rv ey  (1955) w hich a tte m p te d  t o  gauge th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  f o u r th  and f i f t h  y e a r  ex am in a tio n  c o u rse s  found t h a t  even in  

m odern s c h o o ls ,  GCE to p p e d  th e  l i s t  (q u o ted  by M o rr is ,  19^0 , p . 1 0 3 5 ).

T h is  t r e n d  was b o th  i l l u s t r a t e d  and encouraged  by th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  in  

1953, o f  a n in th  GCE B oard , th e  A sso c ia te d  Exam ining B oard , whose exam ina

t i o n s  w ere " . . . .  d e s ig n e d  t o  have a d i f f e r e n t  ap p ro ach  more s u i te d  to  th e  

needs o f  t e c h n ic a l  s tu d e n ts "  (B eloe  R e p o rt, 19^0 , p . 9 ) .

Exam ining a u t h o r i t i e s  o f f e r in g  s c h o o l- le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  below  th e  

GCE 0 -L ev e l had a l s o  p r o l i f e r a t e d .  In  1953, th e  C o lleg e  o f  P re c e p to r s  made 

a v a i la b l e  t h e i r  S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  and th e y  were fo llo w ed  in  1954 by th e  

R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A r ts .  In  1956, th e  Union o f  L a n c a sh ire  and C h esh ire  

I n s t i t u t e s  e n te re d  th e  f i e l d  o f  sc h o o l exam ining and th e y  were jo in e d  in  

1957 by th e  Union o f  E d u c a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e s .  The N o rth e rn  C o u n tie s  

E x a m in a tio n s ' C o u n c il S chool C e r t i f i c a t e  became a v a i la b l e  in  1959 and th e  

E a s t M idland E d u c a tio n a l U nion s t a r t e d  sc h o o l ex am in a tio n s  in  1960 . A 

C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Comm ercial E d u ca tio n  f o r  u se  in  s c h o o ls  was p ro v id ed  by th e  

London Chamber o f  Commerce and th e  C ity  and G u ild s  o f  London I n s t i t u t e  

e x p re sse d  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  o f  e n te r in g  th e  f i e l d  o f  sc h o o l ex am in a tio n s  a s
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soon as  p o s s ib le .  T h is  l i s t  in c lu d e s  th e  l a r g e r  r e g io n a l  o r  n a t io n a l  

exam ining  a u t h o r i t i e s  b u t i t  i s  by no means e x h a u s tiv e  f o r  th e r e  were 

a l s o  s p e c i a l i s t  e x am in a tio n s  in  u se  in  sch o o ls  such  a s  th o s e  conducted  by 

th e  P itm an  E x a m in a tio n s ' I n s t i t u t e ,  th e  N a tio n a l C ouncil f o r  D om estic 

S u b je c ts ,  th e  G en era l N u rsin g  C o u n c il, th e  Armed F o rces  and so on . In  

a d d i t io n ,  s m a ll ,  l o c a l  ex am in a tio n s  sp ran g  up a l l  ov er th e  c o u n try .

T y p ic a l o f  th e s e  w ere th e  N o ttin g h a m sh ire  l o c a l  ex am in a tio n s  ( s e e  B u r d e t t ,  

i 960 ) .  W ith th e  a id  o f  th e  LEA, N orth  and South  N o ttin g h a m sh ire  form ed 

th e m se lv e s  in to  two s e p a r a te  exam ining a re a s  w ith  l o c a l  F .E . c o l le g e s  

a c t in g  a s  exam ining  b o a rd s .

S in ce  t h i s  developm ent had been  so ad hoc and u n c o -o rd in a te d ,  th e  

ex am in a tio n s  v a r ie d  enorm ously . Some w ere o f f e r e d  on a  "g roup"  b a s i s ;  

o th e r s  w ere s in g le  s u b je c t  e x a m in a tio n s . Some w ere d e s ig n e d  to  be ta k e n  

a t  th e  end o f  a  f o u r - y e a r  c o u rse  and o th e r s  w ere f o r  th o s e  who had 

com pleted  f iv e  y e a rs  o f  s c h o o lin g . D if f e r e n t  e x am in a tio n s  c a te r e d  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  bands o f  a b i l i t y ;  some w ere v o c a t io n a l ;  some w ere s p e c ia l i s e d  

and o th e r s  w ere c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n . T o g e th e r th e y  form ed 

such  a m o tley  g roup  t h a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was becom ing a s  b e w ild e r in g  a s  i t  

had been a t  th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry .

P erhaps th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f  t h i s  developm ent was th e  r a t e  o f

grow th  an d , more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  th e  way in  w hich t h i s  was a c c e le r a t in g

to w ard s  th e  end o f  th e  1 9 5 0 's :

. . .  th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  t h a t  has em erged from  
our. su rv ey  i s  th e  g ro w th , and more e s p e c i a l l y  th e  r a t e  o f  g ro w th , 
in  th e  numbers ta k in g  th e  ex am inations , o f  th e  r e g io n a l  and 
n a t io n a l  B odies in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  . . .  o f  150 modern s c h o o ls  in  
England r e p ly in g  to  th e  in q u i r y ,  w h ile  76 o r  j u s t  o v e r 50^ w ere 
e n te r in g  p u p i ls  f o r  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  by 1 9 5 8 , a f u r t h e r  4-9 
had p la n s  fo r  d o in g  so s h o r t l y ,  b r in g in g  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  
sc h o o ls  e n te r in g  p u p i l s  f o r  ex am in a tio n s  to  ov er 8o^ o f  th e  
sam ple . . .  f ig u r e s  ( f o r  fo u r  o f  th e  la r g e  non-GCE exam ining 
a u t h o r i t i e s )  show an  o v e r a l l  in c re a s e  betw een 1958 and 1959  o f
70^ in  th e  number o f  c a n d id a te s  and o f  o v e r 45^ in  th e  number o f
c e n t r e s ,  w ith  a f u r th e r  in c re a s e  o f  ov er 4o% in  th e  number o f  
c e n t r e s  betw een 1959 and i 960 . (B eloe  R e p o rt, 1960 , p . 15)

The sh e e r speed  w ith  w hich t h i s  t r e n d  had e s ta b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  i s  re m a rk a b le
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e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  remembered t h a t  i t  d id  n o t r e p r e s e n t  i s o l a t e d  

p o c k e ts  o f  rev o -lt b u t grow th  on a  n a t io n a l  s c a le .  M oreover, i t  had 

o c c u rre d  in  s p i t e  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  p o l i c i e s  d e v ise d  t o  d e t e r  i t .  The 

M in i s t e r ’ s i n i t i a l  re sp o n s e  to  t h i s  was to  d e c la r e  h i s  d is a p p ro v a l  in  

governm ent c i r c u l a r s  b u t m i n i s t e r i a l  d is a p p ro v a l  p roved  to  be p o w erle ss  

i n  cu rb in g  t h i s  developm en t.

These e v e n ts  a r e  an  a lm o st e x a c t r e p l i c a  o f  what had happened a 

c e n tu ry  e a r l i e r .  In  th e  v e ry  same decade o f  th e  p re v io u s  c e n tu ry ,  exam in

in g  had undergone th e  same s o r t  o f  p r o l i f i c  and u n c o -o rd in a te d  grow th  

i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  n a tu re  o f  t h i s  p rob lem . In  f a c t ,  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  in  q u e s tio n  ( i . e .  I 85O -I965 ) ,  more th a n  h a l f  o f  t h a t  

p e r io d  was c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a  g lu t  o f  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . The r e -  

em ergence o f  t h i s  p roblem  in  th e  1950 ’ s i l l u s t r a t e s  i t s  t e n a c i t y .  As one 

c r i t i c  o b se rv ed :

. . .  th e  p h ra s e ,  " th e  nightm eire o f  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  e x te r n a l  
ex a m in a tio n s"  i s  q u i t e  a s  r e le v a n t  to d a y  a s  when i t  r e f e r r e d  to  
th e  p o s i t i o n  in  grammar sc h o o ls  b e fo re  1912. (D a v is , 1962 , p .6 l )

The unchecked grow th  o f  ex am in a tio n s  in  th e  p e r io d  p r io r  t o  1917 was 

acco u n ted  f o r  by th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l ic y .  However, tw e n t ie th  

c e n tu ry  e d u c a tio n  had been  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by th e  in c re a s in g  inv o lv em en t o f  

th e  S ta te  w hich cou ld  h a rd ly  be accu sed  o f  i n a c t i v i t y  in  th e  1 9 ^ 0 's  h av in g  

j u s t  p a ssed  a  m ajo r e d u c a tio n  a c t  and d e v ise d  a  new system  o f  exam in ing .

S in c e  th e  S ta t e  can n o t be accu sed  o f  f a i l i n g  to  a c t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  why d id  

e x am in a tio n s  e x p e r ie n c e  a n o th e r  p e r io d  o f  f r a n t i c  expansion?

3 . REASONS FOR THE FAILURE OF THE 19^7 PROVISIONS

A lthough  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  recom m endation o f  th e  

Norwood R eport (194-3 ) f o r  a n a t io n a l  system  o f  Mode 3 ex am in a tio n s  was 

p re m a tu re , a t  l e a s t  i t  r e c o g n ise d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  " p a r i t y  o f  esteem " ( p . l 4 )  

i n  secondary  e d u c a tio n . In  a  t r i p a r t i t e  sy stem , w here th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  

o f  seco n d ary  sc h o o l w ere ex p ec ted  t o  c o - e x i s t  a s  e q u a l b u t d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s
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o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  Norwood Connnittee r e a l i s e d  t h a t  an exam ining  system

w hich had in e q u a l i t y  h u i l t  i n to  i t  would underm ine t h i s  g o a l .  They

re g a rd e d  th e  e x a m in a tio n s ' system  as  a c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  in  s e c u r in g

e q u iv a le n t  s t a t u s  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  s c h o o ls :

I f  th e  p r e s e n t  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  ex am in a tio n  i s  r e ta in e d  
w ith o u t a l t e r a t i o n  . . .  i t  w i l l  m ark o f f  th e  seco n d ary  Grammar 
Schoo l from  o th e r  form s o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n . A system  w i l l  
th e n  he e s ta b l i s h e d  under w hich p a r i t y  in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  
w i l l  become im p o ss ib le  . . .  t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th e  T e c h n ic a l 
Schoo l and th e  Modern S chool . . .  w i l l  be p r e ju d ic e d  from  th e  
o u t s e t .  (Norwood R e p o r t, 1943 , p . 46)

The Norwood R eport had a tte m p te d  to  m eet th e  needs o f  th e  seco n d ary  sc h o o l

p o p u la t io n  in  i t s  e n t i r e t y  w h e reas , w ith  h in d s ig h t ,  i t  i s  e asy  to  see  t h a t

th e  SSEC's p ro v is io n s  w ere i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  s a t i s f y  th e  needs o f  a l l

seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  In  e f f e c t ,  t h e  SSEC had r e ta in e d  a p r e s t i g io u s

ex am in a tio n  f o r  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  w h i ls t  an u n t r i e d  and u n t r u s te d  system

o f  i n t e r n a l  a s se ssm e n ts  was ex p ec ted  t o  c o - e x i s t  w ith  i t  f o r  t h e  newer

seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  A lthough  t h i s  r e p re s e n te d  an  a t te m p t a t  compromise

betw een c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  n e g le c te d  th e  p r in c i p l e  o f  p a r i t y  o f

esteem  f o r  w h ile  m odern sc h o o ls  w ere d en ied  a c c e s s  t o  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s ,

grammar sc h o o ls  had a c c e s s  t o  b o th  i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  a s s e s sm e n ts .

C y n ic a lly ,  one co u ld  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  SSEC had sa fe g u a rd e d  ex am in a tio n s  f o r

th e  sc h o o ls  w hich had alw ays en joyed  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  w h ile  th e  u n t r i e d  and

u n t r u s te d  Norwood m ethods w ere c o n fin e d  to  ex p erim en ts  in  m odern sc h o o ls

w ith  th e  l e s s  a b le  " g u in e a -p ig s " .

P a r i t y  o f  esteem  w ith  th e  grammar sc h o o ls  was c r u c i a l  to  th e  modern 

s c h o o l 's  su c c e ss  a s  a d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  o f  e d u c a tio n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  -  d i f f e r e n t  

in  c h a r a c te r ,  aim s and a p p ro a c h e s . I f  t h i s  f a i l e d  to  happen , i t  would be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  av o id  an e q u a t io n  betw een th e  p o in ts  w here modern sc h o o ls  

d i f f e r e d  from  grammar sc h o o ls  and th e  p o in ts  w here th e y  w ere i n f e r i o r .

T h e ir  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere l i a b l e  to  be view ed a s  th e  m ark o f  t h e i r  

i n f e r i o r i t y .  An acad em ic , e x a m in a t io n -o r ie n ta te d  e d u c a tio n  had been th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u te  to  p e r s o n a l  and c a r e e r  su c c e ss  an d , a s  su ch , i t  en joyed
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t h e  a b s o lu te  c o n fid e n c e  o f  th e  p u b l i c .  I t  vas  p e rh ap s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t

any  e x te n s io n  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  shou ld  be ex p ec ted  to

conform  t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n  and t h a t  any w hich d id  n o t shou ld  be sp u rn ed .

However, t h e  Government had a s s e r te d  t h a t :

No c h i ld  m ust be fo rc e d  in to  an academ ic e d u c a tio n  . . .  m ere ly  
b ecau se  t h a t  ty p e  o f  grammar sch o o l e d u c a tio n  i s  c o n s id e re d  
more s o c i a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  by p a re n ts  . . .  T h is  . . .  i s  th e  answ er 
t o  th o s e  who th in k  t h a t  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  f o r  a l l  m ust mean a 
grammar sc h o o l e d u c a tio n  f o r  a l l .

( The New Secondary  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p p .^ -5 )

T hus, th e  m odern sc h o o l was lau n ch ed  on a c o u rse  w hich was a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith

p u b l ic  o p in io n ,  w ith  a lm o st i n e v i t a b l e  conseq u en ces:

. . .  th e y  a r e  th e  s c h o o ls  w hich have been  s u b je c te d  t o  more 
calumny and v i l i f i c a t i o n  th a n  any o th e r  ty p e  o f  sc h o o l ev er 
evo lved  in  th e s e  i s l a n d s .  The u s e  o f  th e  te rm  S econdary  to  
d e n o te  "second  s ta g e "  in  19^k m is le d  many o f  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b lic  
in to  th e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  somehow "S econdary  E d u ca tio n  f o r  A ll"  
m eant "Grammar S chool E d u ca tio n  f o r  A ll"  . . .  T h is  was n o t so , 
and b ecau se  o f  th e  d is i l lu s io n m e n t  w hich fo llo w ed  th e  seco n d ary  
m odern s c h o o ls  b o re  th e  b ru n t o f  th e  a t t a c k  w hich came from  a l l  
q u a r t e r s .  (H eaton , 1958, p p .93-9^)

The SSEC's a t te m p t t o  o v e rh a u l th e  s y s ta n  h as  been d e s c r ib e d  as  

"clum sy" ( ju d g e s ,  19^9 ,  p . 3 1 ) ,  a  j u s t i f i a b l e  c r i t i c i s m  b ecau se  a  system  in  

w hich new s c h o o ls ,  n eed in g  t o  b u i ld  up t h e i r  p u b lic  es teem , w ere p re c lu d e d  

from  u s in g  p r e s t i g io u s  e x am in a tio n s  p re ju d ic e d  t h e i r  chances o f  su c c e ss  

from  th e  o u t s e t .  I t  h as  to  be remembered t h a t  w henever seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  

had  p a sse d  th ro u g h  a p e r io d  o f  e x p a n s io n , e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  had p lay ed  

an im p o rta n t r o l e  in  t h i s  p ro c e s s .  S u c c e ss iv e  r e p o r t s  had p a id  t r i b u t e  to  

th e  p a r t  p la y e d  by e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  endowing sc h o o ls  w ith  a sen se  

o f  p u rp o se  and p ro v id in g  p u b lic  c r e d i b i l i t y  by m easu ring  t h e i r  work a g a in s t  

e x t e r n a l  s ta n d a rd s .  I t  seems i r o n i c  t h a t  a t  a tim e  when seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  

was p a s s in g  th ro u g h  a p e r io d  o f  u n p re c e d e n te d  g ro w th , i t  was d e n ie d  t h i s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  so u rc e  o f  s u p p o r t .

W ith h in d s ig h t ,  th e  B eloe R eport condemned th e  SSEC’s p r o v is io n s  as 

h av in g  n o t ,  " . . .  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  met th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  s i t u a t io n "

( i 960 , p . 7 ) .  In d e e d , la c k  o f  r e a l is m  i s  th e  key c r i t i c i s m  w hich can be
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l e v e l l e d  a g a in s t  th e  SSEC, T h e ir  system  embodied a  number o f  u n r e a l i s t i c  

assu m p tio n s : t h a t  p r e s t i g io u s  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  cou ld  be c o n f in e d  to

a s t r i c t l y  l im i t e d  r o l e  in  th e  o v e r a l l  scheme o f  e d u c a tio n ; t h a t  i n t e r n a l  

a s se s sm e n ts  would be re g a rd e d  as  h av in g  e q u iv a le n t  s t a t u s  to  e x t e r n a l  ones 

and th e r e f o r e  used  in  p r e f e r e n c e  w herever p o s s ib le ;  t h a t  modern sc h o o ls  

co u ld  be excluded  from  an ex am in a tio n  w hich c o n fe r re d  s t a t u s  on th e  sc h o o ls  

w hich u sed  i t ;  t h a t  th e  number o f  s u b je c t  e n t r i e s  cou ld  be l im i t e d  and 

t h a t  GCE shou ld  n o t be u sed  a s  a s c h o o l- le a v in g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

In  th e  e v e n t, modern sc h o o l c a n d id a te s  e n te re d  on an e v e r - in c r e a s in g

s c a le  n o t o n ly  f o r  GCE b u t a l s o  f o r  th e  c ro p  o f  hon-GCE ex a m in a tio n s  w hich

sp ran g  up to  m eet t h e i r  n e e d s . As one shrewd o b s e rv e r  rem arked :

In  t h i s  th e  sc h o o ls  have d is p la y e d  a good d e a l  more s o c i a l
r e a l is m  th a n  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  much p o s t-w a r  e d u c a t io n a l  
th o u g h t .  (T a y lo r ,  1960 , p . 63 )

T h is  c la im  i s  en do rsed  by " . . .  th e  work by e d u c a tio n a l  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,

n o ta b ly  D r. O liv e  B anks, (w hich) h as  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  p r e s t i g e  o f  a

sc h o o l i s  l a r g e ly  based  on th e  s o c i a l  l e v e l  o f  th e  c a re e r  o p en in g s i t  can

o f f e r  i t s  p u p i l s ,  and t h a t  t h i s  depends upon th e  s o r t s  o f  ex a m in a tio n s  fo r

w hich th e  sch o o l can  p re p a re  them " (M o rr is ,  I 960 , p . 1035).

I t  i s  a l re a d y  becom ing c l e a r  t h a t  th e  h i s to r y  o f  e x am in a tio n s  d u r in g  

t h i s  p e r io d  was so in e x t r i c a b ly  in te rm esh ed  w ith  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  m odern 

sc h o o ls  t h a t  th e  f a t e  o f  one was bound up w ith  grow th  and developm ent in  

th e  o th e r .  T h e re fo re ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  w i l l  pay d e t a i l e d  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

e v o lu tio n  o f  modern sc h o o ls  com paring t h e i r  th e o ry  w ith  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  and 

t r a c in g  th e  way in  w hich t h i s  t r i g g e r e d  o f f  a  c h a in  r e a c t io n  o f  e v e n ts  w hich 

le d  to  a renew ed e x p lo s io n  o f  ex am in a tio n s  and e v e n tu a l ly  to  th e  c r e a t io n  

o f  CSE.

h, THE MODERN SCHOOL : THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT

A lthough  th e  w orking o f  th e  19^7 p ro v is io n s  makes i t  easy  to  l e v e l  

s e r io u s  c r i t i c i s m  a g a in s t  th e  SSEC, t h i s  i s  n o t e n t i r e l y  f a i r  t o  a
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g e n e ra t io n  w hich was em barking on a  c o u rse  th e  consequences o f  w hich w ere

im p o ss ib le  t o  p r e d i c t .  A lthough  th e  c r i t ic i s m s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  t e n a b le ,  th e y

ought to  be tem pered  by in s ig h t  in to  th e  mood in  w hich seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n

f o r  a l l  was co n ce iv ed . C on tem porarie s  were co n sc io u s  o f  ta k in g  a  m a ss iv e

s te p  fo rw ard  and y e t  u n su re  o f  p r e c i s e ly  w hich d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  s te p  sh o u ld

ta k e .  I t  was t h i s  w hich made them f e e l  t h a t  th e  modern s c h o o ls  sho u ld

have freedom  to  d ev e lo p  t h e i r  own s p e c ia l  c h a r a c te r  and t r a d i t i o n s :

. . .  i t  w i l l  ta k e  a g e n e ra t io n  to  im plem ent f u l l y  t h i s  g r e a t  
scheme. D uring t h a t  tim e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be n eed ed , im provem ents 
w i l l  su g g e s t th e m se lv e s . New problem s w i l l  a r i s e .  E v e ry th in g  to  
do w ith  c h i ld r e n  m ust have room t o  grow . . .  The s c h o o ls  m ust have 
freedom  to  e x p e rim e n t, room to  grow , v a r i e t y  f o r  th e  sak e  o f  
f r e s h n e s s .  ( The New S econdarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p . 5 )

The b e l i e f  t h a t  modern sc h o o ls  needed  grow ing sp a c e , room to  d ev e lo p

t h e i r  own i d e n t i t y ,  e x p la in s  why th e y  w ere g iv e n  a f r e e  r e i n  in  th e

developm ent o f  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a .  In d e e d , one o f  th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e s

o f con tem porary  w r i t in g s  on t h i s  to p ic  i s  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h a t  word -

freedom . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  M in is try  o f  E d u c a tio n ’s g u id e l in e s  a s s e r t e d

t h a t  m odern sc h o o ls  sho u ld  p ro v id e  an  a tm osphere  in  w hich p u p i l s  may,

’’d ev e lo p  f r e e l y  a lo n g  t h e i r  own l i n e s "  and t h a t  te a c h e r s  shou ld  be " . . .  f r e e

to  a c t"  a rg u in g  t h a t ,  "Freedom  and f l e x i b i l i t y  a r e  o f  i t s  e s se n c e  and a re

ind eed  i t s  g r e a t e s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  " ( The New Secondarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7,

p p .2 9 -3 0 ) . L ik e w ise , a H eadm aster summed up th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  modern

sc h o o l c u rr ic u lu m  as  " . . .  r e a l  l i f e ,  v i t a l i t y  and freedom " (H eaton , 1958 ,

p . l 0 6 ) .  T h is  e x p la in s  why t h i s  new i n s t i t u t i o n  was j e a lo u s ly  guarded

a g a in s t  th e  encroachm ent o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w hich w ere re g a rd e d  as

th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  freedom :

. . .  i t  i s  im p ra c t ic a b le  to  combined a system  o f  e x te r n a l  
e x a m in a tio n s , w hich p re su p p o ses  a m easure o f  u n ifo rm ity ,  w ith  
th e  fu n d am en ta l co n c e p tio n  o f  modern sc h o o l e d u c a tio n , w hich 
i n s i s t s  on v a r i e t y .  (The New S econdarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p . ^ 6 )

E x p e rien ce  had shown t h a t  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  c o n s tr a in e d  th e  sc h o o ls

w hich used  them and t h i s  was f e l t  to  be u n a c c e p ta b le :

Any te n d en cy  to w ard s u n ifo rm ity  would be d e p lo ra b le .  We lo o k  
fo rw ard  to  b o ld  ex p erim en ts  and a w ide v a r i e t y  o f  c o u rse s  in  th e  
newer seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  ( i b i d ,  p p .U -5 )
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T hus, a lth o u g h  h in d s ig h t  makes u s  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  d e c is io n  n o t to  p ro v id e

an ex am in a tio n  f o r  u se  in  modern s c h o o ls ,  i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  a p p r e c ia te

th e  c l im a te  o f o p in io n  in  w hich t h i s  d e c i s io n  was h o m e .

M oreover, th e  work o f  p s y c h o lo g is ts  had d em o n stra ted  th e  im p o rtan ce

o f  i n t e r e s t  and a  se n se  o f  invo lvem en t in  th e  le a r n in g  p ro c e s s .  T h is

aw areness t h a t  l e a r n in g  i s  m ost e f f e c t i v e  when th e  c h i ld  i s  f u l l y  ab so rb ed

in  what he i s  d o in g  g r a d u a l ly  f i l t e r e d  th ro u g h  in to  e d u c a t io n a l  th o u g h t

in f lu e n c in g  th e  m odern s c h o o l e th o s ;

The k ey n o te  o f  th e  new system  w i l l  be t h a t  th e  c h i ld  i s  th e  c e n t r e  
o f  e d u c a tio n  and t h a t ,  so f a r  a s  i s  humanly p o s s i b le ,  a l l  c h i ld r e n  
shou ld  r e c e iv e  th e  ty p e  o f  e d u c a tio n  f o r  w hich th e y  a r e  b e s t  
a d a p te d . (E d u c a tio n a l R e c o n s tru c t io n . 19^3 , p . 9)

T hus, i t  was a rg u e d , modern sc h o o l c u r r i c u la  sh o u ld  be c h i ld - c e n t r e d  r a t h e r

th a n  s u b je c t - c e n t r e d ;

. . .  e x p e rim en ts  o f  many k in d s  a re  to  be welcomed. The o n ly  
p ro v is o  t h a t  m ust a lw ays be observ ed  i s  t h a t  th e  r e a l  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  m ust come f i r s t .

( The New S econdarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p .2U )

T hus, th e  new m odern sc h o o ls  s t a r t e d  l i f e  in  a s p i r i t  o f  s o c i a l  id e a lis m

w hich i s  conveyed by th e  open ing  to  The New Secondary  E d u c a tio n  (1 9 ^ 7 ):

T h is  pam phlet t e l l s  th e  s to r y  o f  a  g r e a t  a d v e n tu re  . . .  T h is  work 
i s  th e  b o ld e s t  in v e s tm e n t in  manpower, money and m a te r i a l s  t h a t  
any w a r -c r ip p le d  n a t io n  has ev e r made -  an in v e s tm e n t in  th e  
c h i ld r e n ,  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  f u tu r e ,  ( p . 3 )

In  th e  e v e n t ,  th e  th e o ry  o f  seco n d ary  modern e d u c a tio n  d id  n o t m atch

up t o  i t s  p r a c t i c e .  T here w ere p r e s s u r e s  in h e re n t  in  t h e i r  c irc u m s ta n c e s

w hich p r e c i p i t a t e d  th e s e  sc h o o ls  to w ard s e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s .

5. THE UNREALISED IDEAL OF PARITY OF ESTEEM

One o f  th e  key f a c t o r s  w hich p r e c i p i t a t e d  modern sc h o o ls  to w ard s  

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  was th e  u n r e a l i s e d  id e a l  o f  " . . .  p a r i t y  o f  esteem "

( Norwood R e p o rt, 19^3 , p . l ^ )  betw een d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls .  

W ith h in d s ig h t ,  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  modern sc h o o ls  w ere doomed on t h i s  

p o in t  from  th e  o u t s e t .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e i r  confinem en t to . a n o v e l form
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o f  i n t e r n a l  a s se s sm e n ts  p la c e d  them  a t  an immé d ia te  d is a d v a n ta g e .

I t  h as  t o  he remembered t h a t  even b e fo re  th e  Norwood p ro p o s a ls  were 

" im p lem en ted " , c o n s id e ra b le  h o s t i l i t y  had b u i l t  up to w ards them  (s e e  

Chap. 1 ,  pp . U3-UU ) .  An in d i c a t io n  o f  t h i s  i s  p ro v id ed  by one com m entato r’s 

r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  Norwood R eport a s ,  " . . .  t h a t  n o to r io u s  docum ent" (Forum. 

i 960 , p . 8 5 ) w h ile  one member o f  th e  Norwood Committee l a t e r  o b serv ed  t h a t  

th e  r e p o r t  had i n i t i a t e d  a " . . .  p ro lo n g ed  c o n tro v e rsy "  ( J o u rn a l  o f  th e  

A .A .M ., 1 9 6 1 , p . 58 ) .  C le a r ly ,  in  i n h e r i t i n g  th e  Norwood m ethod o f  a s s e s s 

m en t, th e  modern s c h o o ls  a l s o  in h e r i t e d  th e  s tig m a a t ta c h e d  to  i t .  Wide

sp re a d  m i s t r u s t  was p e rh ap s  in e v i t a b l e :  th e  Norwood ap p ro ach  r e p re s e n te d  a

b re a k  w ith  a  t r a d i t i o n  w hich was f a m i l i a r  and r e s p e c te d .  The Norwood 

Com m ittee had re c o g n ise d  t h i s  and had s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e i r  system  would 

have  to  be eidopted w h o le sa le  in  o rd e r  t o  su cceed .

A no ther p roblem  d e r iv in g  from  t h e i r  " a n c e s try "  (D en t, 1958 , p .lU 2 )

was t h a t  many modern sc h o o ls  w ere bo rne  o u t o f  P u b lic  E lem en ta ry  S c h o o ls ,

w ere s t a f f e d  by fo rm er e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o l t e a c h e r s  and u sed  t h e i r  b u i ld in g s

and equ ipm en t. C onsequen tly  th e y  in h e r i t e d :

. . .  th e  s tig m a  o f  s o c i a l  and e d u c a t io n a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  w hich had 
alw ays a t ta c h e d  t o  th e  P u b lic  E lem en ta ry  S chool . . .  D uring th e  
f i r s t  few  y e a rs  a f t e r  19^5 t h i s  s tig m a to u ch ed  o f f  a  w idesp read  
h o s t i l i t y  . . .  whose i n t e n s i t y  and p e r s i s te n c e  s u r p r is e d  even 
th o s e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  scen e  who had a n t i c ip a te d  t h a t  
som eth ing  o f  th e  s o r t  m igh t happen . (D en t, 1958 , p p .15^-155)

The in a d e q u a te  b u i ld in g s  and f a c i l i t i e s  w hich th e y  in h e r i t e d  p ro v id e d  one

o f  th e  m ost s e r io u s  d e f i c i e n c i e s  w ith  w hich modern sc h o o ls  had to  cope . I t

h as  to  be remembered t h a t :

U n t i l  19^^ a  " se co n d a ry  sch o o l"  m eant a p a r t i c u l a r  s o r t  o f  sch o o l 
t o  w hich o n ly  a  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  cou ld  a s p i r e ,  
one w hich had b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  and b e t t e r  p a id  s t a f f ,  s m a lle r  
c l a s s e s ,  and more a t t r a c t i v e  p rem ise s  and a m e n itie s  th a n  m ost o f  
t h e  o th e r  sc h o o ls  in  i t s  neighbourhood .

( The New S econdarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p . 7)

The M in is te r  o f  E d u ca tio n  re c o g n ise d  t h a t  th e  newer sc h o o ls  m ust " . . .  have 

th e  ad v an tag es  and th e  a m e n itie s  h i t h e r t o  e x c lu s iv e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  

l im i te d  number o f  s c h o o ls  c a l le d  seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  up to  19^^" and p ledged
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t h a t ,  "They w i l l  have e q u a l ly  good b u i ld in g s  . . .  The maximum s iz e  o f  

c l a s s e s  w i l l  be th e  same f o r  a l l "  (The New S econdarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p .7 ) .  

However, t h i s  was an a m b itio u s  e d u c a t io n a l  p o l ic y  fo r  a  c o u n try  

d e v a s ta te d  by war and i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t ,  in  th e  e v e n t ,  i t  was 

o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  r e a l i s e d .

T here i s  c o n s id e ra b le  e v id e n c e , in  th e  b o oks, jo u r n a l s  and new spapers

o f  th e  p e r io d ,  t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y  betw een grammar and modern s c h o o ls  was r i f e .

F or in s ta n c e ,  th e  fo llo w in g  acco u n t d e s c r ib e s  th e  a p p a l l in g  la c k  o f

f a c i l i t i e s  found in  one c o n v e rte d  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l:

U n b e lie v a b le  a s  i t  may seem th e r e  a r e  f o r  them  ( th e  te a c h e r s )  no 
cloakroom  f a c i l i t i e s ,  no s ta f f ro o m , no la v a to r y .  T hus, when a 
m a s te r  has  a f r e e  p e r io d ,  he m ust spend i t  in  a c la ssro o m  where 
someone e l s e  i s  te a c h in g ,  o r ,  i f  he w ants a smoke, b e ta k e  h im se lf  
a c ro s s  th e  sc h o o l y a rd  to  s i t  in  th e  s e n io r  m a s t e r 's  c a r .  The 
H eadm aster, d e n ie d  th e  lu x u ry  o f  a room o f  h i s  own, h as  a d esk  
in  th e  c o rn e r  o f  a c la ss ro o m . I t  i s ,  a c c o rd in g ly ,  no u n u su a l 
o c c u rre n c e  f o r  some t h i r t y  b o y s , a  t e a c h e r ,  th e  H eadm aster, a 
p a r t - t im e  c l e r k  and an an x io u s  p a re n t  to  be in  th e  room a t  th e  
same tim e . To add to  th e  e x c ite m e n t, a te le p h o n e  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  
makes i t s e l f  h e a rd . (D en t, 1958, p . 23)

The f re q u e n c y  w ith  w hich such  d e s c r ip t io n s  f e a tu r e  in  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  th e

p e r io d  s u g g e s t t h a t  th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  w ere f a r  from  a t y p ic a l  o f  modern

sc h o o ls  d u r in g  th o s e  y e a r s :

Some fo u r  y e a rs  ago I  e n te re d  a seco n d ary  modern s c h o o l. B u i l t  
in  1893 . . .  i t  was in te n d e d  to  h o ld  250 boys and even th e n  i t s  
p lay g ro u n d  sp ace  m ust have been a p p a l l in g ly  in a d e q u a te .  Now, 
w ith  d o u b le  t h a t  number o f  b o y s , th e  p layg round  would be a down
r i g h t  h a z a rd  w ere i t  n o t f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l had sp read  
i t s e l f  ab o u t th e  town in  h a l l s  and p r iv a t e  houses (18  boys in  a 
back  bedroom) u n t i l  i t s  t o t a l  accom m odation la y  w ith in  a  c i r c l e  
o f  n in e  m ile s  c irc u m fe re n c e . F o r many c la s s e s  i t  was a ca se  o f  
m orning assem bly  fo llo w ed  by m orning d e p a r tu r e .

(TES. Aug. 26t h  i 960 , p . 239)

T hus, th e  te a c h e r s  in  seco n d ary  modern e d u c a tio n  f r e q u e n t ly  had to  manage

as  b e s t  th e y  co u ld  in  sc h o o ls  i l l - a d a p t e d  to  t h e i r  new r o l e .  The q u a l i ty

o f  th e  l e a r n in g ,  n o t t o  m en tio n  t h e  m o ra le  o f  th e  s t a f f ,  m ust have been

s e r io u s ly  underm ined by in a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s .  M oreover, th e s e  problem s

w ere n o t c o n fin e d  to  th e  o ld e r  s c h o o ls  b u t w ere even a p p a re n t in  th o s e  w hich

w ere p u r p o s e - b u i l t .  For in s ta n c e ,  in  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "Old H a b its  in  a



6 0

New Town: F i r s t  Im p re s s io n s  o f  S econdary  Modern L i f e " ,  a p ro b a tio n a ry

te a c h e r  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  he found in  a n e w ly -b u i l t  modern sc h o o l:

Our sc h o o l i s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  600 p u p i l s ;  we have a p p ro x im a te ly  
8 1 5 . T h is  n e c e s s a r i ly  le a d s  to  overcrow ded rooms and th e  u se  o f  
th e  C rush H a ll  f o r  " im p o ss ib le "  le s s o n s  . . .  I  am c o n s ta n t ly  
ta k in g  geography  le s s o n s  in  th e  d o m e stic  s c ie n c e  room and in  th e  
a r t  room , w hich v i r t u a l l y  e x c lu d es  a d e q u a te  p r e p a r a t io n  b e fo re  
th e  c h i ld r e n  a r r i v e  . . .  e ig h t  c l a s s e s  o f  30 p u p i l s  m ust sh a re  
one s e t  o f  33 books -  2kO p u p i l s  each  u s in g  th e  book a minimum 
o f  once a  week . . .  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  to  te a c h  w e l l ,  and 
f a i l i n g ,  shows i t s e l f  and p ro d u ces  a  s u r p r i s in g  . . .  tu rn -o v e r
o f  s t a f f .  The sc h o o l opened two and a h a l f  y e a rs  ag o . Of th e
o r i g i n a l  s t a f f  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 5 , o n ly  f i v e  rem a in .

( t e s . J a n .  29t h  i 960 , p . 160 )

A no ther t e a c h e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  in  h i s  s c h o o l,  " . . .  i t  was som etim es

im p o ss ib le  t o  s e a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  i f  no one was a b s e n t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  sch o o l

was o n ly  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t .  C la sse s  w hich would have been  d i f f i c u l t  enough

f o r  e x p e r ie n c e d  te a c h e r s  to  t a c k le  i n  i d e a l  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th u s  became

in t o l e r a b l e  a t  tim e s  b ecau se  o f  th e  la c k  o f  a d e q u a te  equipm ent" (TES^

F eb . 5 th  i 9 6 0 , p . 2 2 0 ).

I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  o v e r - e s t im a te  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e s e

in a d e q u a te  r e s o u r c e s .  In d e e d , Dent (1958) c la im ed  t h a t :

. . .  th e  m ost o bv ious o b s ta c le  to  p ro g re s s  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
S econdary  Modern S chool " in h e r i t e d  a mass o f  o u t - o f - d a t e  
e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o ls  co m p le te ly  u n s u i te d  t o  m odern e d u c a tio n a l  
n eed s"  . . .  Too g r e a t  em phasis can h a rd ly  be l a i d  upon th e  
h a n d ic a p  t h a t  o b s o le te  and i l l - e q u ip p e d  b u i ld in g s  h as  been and 
s t i l l  i s .  (pp .lU 2-U 3)

T h is  le g a c y  was a  m ajo r f a c t o r  in  m o tiv a t in g  th e  sc h o o ls  t o  a c h ie v e  th e

s t a t u s  and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  c o n fe r re d  by su c c e ss  in  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s .

As one c r i t i c  o b se rv ed :

. . .  th e  v e ry  b e s t  (modern s c h o o ls )  . . .  can g e n u in e ly  c la im  p a r i t y  
o f  e s tee m . But w here t h a t  has happened o r  shows any p ro s p e c t o f  
h a p p e n in g , i t  i s  a lm o st in v a r i a b ly  b ecau se  a  sc h o o l has p re p a re d  
i t s  a b l e s t  p u p i l s  f o r  th e  G .C .E. I t  h as  become p la in  t o  more and 
more head te a c h e r s  t h a t  th e  way to  p u b lic  esteem  i s  th ro u g h  
su c c e s s  in  n a t io n a l l y  re c o g n is e d  e x a m in a tio n s .

( t e s . L ea d e r, 1 2 th  S e p t. 1958, p.UOT)



6 l

6. "THE DAYS OF WANDERING"

Freedom  and f l e x i b i l i t y  a re  o f  i t s  e s se n c e  and a r e  indeed  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  o p p o r tu n i ty .  ( The New S econdary  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p .3 0 )

T h is  was th e  r a l l y i n g  c ry  w ith  w hich th e  modern sc h o o l was la u n c h e d . I t

was assum ed t h a t  s e c u r in g  th e  freedom  o f  th e s e  sc h o o ls  from  e x te r n a l

c o n s t r a i n t s  would a x io m a t ic a l ly  r e l e a s e  an i n t e r n a l  dynam ic, an in n e r

se n se  o f  p u rp o se  w hich would p ro p e l  th e  sc h o o ls  o n to  p ro p e r  c o u rse s

f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  developm ent o f  a d i s t i n c t  c h a r a c te r  and t r a d i t i o n s .  In

th e  e v e n t ,  t h i s  freedom  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a s tu m b lin g  b lo c k  f o r  many s c h o o ls .

For t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  th e r e  were no f ix e d  p o in ts  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  no e s ta b l i s h e d

g o a l s ,  no d e f i n i t e  se n se  o f  d i r e c t i o n  and no e s ta b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  by w hich

to  ju d g e  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  th e  ex p erim en ts  th e y  w ere encouraged  to  u n d e r ta k e .

The dan g er was t h a t  in  an a tm osphere  o f  u n c e r t a in ty ,  freedom  would

d e g e n e ra te  i n t o  a im le s s n e s s :

" T h e ir  f u tu r e  i s  t h e i r  own to  m ake." Y es, in d eed  . . .  b u t what 
s o r t  o f  f u tu r e ?  F o r many te a c h e r s  th e r e  w ere no landm arks in  t h i s  
new t e r r i t o r y .  T here  w ere no p r e c i s e  aim s o r  o b je c t iv e s  l a i d  down 
f o r  S econdary  Modern e d u c a tio n ,  no re c o g n is e d  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
a t ta in m e n t ,  no e s ta b l i s h e d  " y a r d s t ic k s "  by w hich to  m easure th e  
v a lu e  o f  a n y th in g  th e y  m igh t a t te m p t .  No wonder th e y  f e l t  l o s t .

(D en t, 1958 , PP .IU 6-U7 )

T hus, a  q u e s t f o r  a se n se  o f  p u rp o se  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  found in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e

o f  th e  p e r io d .  The fo llo w in g  comment i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  y e a rn in g  f o r  a

p o s i t i v e  s e n se  o f  i d e n t i t y  among modern sc h o o l t e a c h e r s :

In  a d i s t r i c t  l i k e  ou r own w here th e  gramm ar, t e c h n ic a l  and 
in d e p en d en t sc h o o ls  c a t e r  a d e q u a te ly  f o r  a l l  th e  p u p il s  who cou ld  
o b ta in  even a m odest number o f  GCE "0" l e v e l  p a s s e s  ou r seco n d ary  
m odern sc h o o ls  s t i l l  fo llo w  a  t im e ta b le  w hich d i f f e r s  in  no way 
from  t h a t  o f  th e  low er form s o f  a grammar sc h o o l w ith  th e
e x c e p tio n  o f  s l i g h t l y  m ore tim e  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  s u b je c t s .  We
c o n t in u a l ly  d e p lo re  our p u p i l s  la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  and i n a t t e n t i o n  
and y e t  in  th e  s ta f f ro o m  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  anyone who 
r e a l l y  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  r a d i c a l  changes in  our m ethods a re  p o s s ib le  . .  
why can n o t th e  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o l w hich i s  n o t bound by an 
e x am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  be p ro g re s s iv e ?  Are any seco n d ary  modern 
s c h o o ls  ru n n in g  s u c c e s s f u l ly  on a m o d if ie d  p r o je c t  m ethod and i f  
so co u ld  we h e a r  ab o u t them? (W aldron, TES. F e b .5 th  1960 , p . 220)

A nother c o n t r ib u to r  to  th e  Times E d u c a tio n a l Sunulem ent argued  t h a t  " . . .

w ith o u t some in c e n t iv e  p u p i l s  o f  th e s e  sc h o o ls  wander w i l l y - n i l l y  in  a  haze
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o f  e d u c a t io n a l  h ap h a z a rd ’’ - (M urray, TES. J u ly  8t h  i 9 6 0 , p . 5 9 ) . T h is  

comment prom pted th e  fo llo w in g  re sp o n se :

Your c o rre sp o n d e n t . . .  r e f e r s  to  p u p i ls  o f  Secondary  Modern 
S ch o o ls  w andering  ’’w i l l y - n i l l y  in  a  haze  o f  e d u c a tio n a l  
h a p h a z a rd .’’ May I  su g g e s t t h a t  i t  i s  we, th e  te a c h e r s ,  who 
w ander th u s  . . .  somehow we m ust b r in g  o u r s e lv e s  to  fa c e  th e  
aw fu l t r u t h ;  p e rh ap s  th e n  we may b e g in  to  go fo rw ard  to  th e  
d is c o v e ry  o f  ’’how to  e d u c a te  th e  80 p e r  c e n t ’’ .

( K ir k p a t r ic k ,  TES. 22nd J u ly  1960 , p . 120)

These f e e l in g s  o f  a im le s s n e s s  seem to  have been  e s p e c i a l l y  p e rv a s iv e  a t  

th e  f o u r th  and f i f t h  form  l e v e l ,  a  s ta g e  a t  w hich e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  had p ro v id e d  a  p o w erfu l sen se  o f  d i r e c t i o n .  F or in s ta n c e ,  

one te a c h e r  c la im ed  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  s c h o o l b e in g  w e ll-e q u ip p e d  by th e  

LEA, ’’ . . .  i t  rem ained  a  f a c t  t h a t ,  from  th e  t h i r d  y e a r  on , th e r e  was a 

p e rv a s iv e  f e e l i n g  o f  n o n -in v o lv em en t among th e  boys w hich s t u l t i f i e d  th e  

e f f o r t s  o f  th e  s t a f f ’’ (TES. Aug. 2 6 th  1960 , p . 2 3 9 ).

In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  a im le s s n e s s ,  s c h o o ls  w ere encouraged  to  experim en t 

and in n o v a te :  ’’ . . .  we lo o k  fo rw ard  to  b o ld  e x p e rim e n ts ’’ , c la im ed  th e  

SSEC (19^7 , p . ^ 6 ) .  However, th o s e  who en th u sed  ov er th e  v i r t u e s  o f  

in n o v a tio n  som etim es p a id  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  consequences o f  freedom  

in  a s i t u a t i o n  where th e r e  w ere no e s ta b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  by w hich to

e v a lu a te  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  e x p e r im e n ts . S choo ls  w ere som etim es la u n ch ed  on

t o  a c o u rse  o f  f r a n t i c  ex p erim en t a s  an a c t i v i t y  w hich was la u d a b le  in  

i t s e l f :

. . .  t h e r e  w as, d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  a  f l u r r y  o f  r a t h e r  w ild  
and w o o lly  ex p erim en t . . .  I t  w as, u n f o r tu n a te ly ,  o n ly  to o  easy
f o r  p e o p le  n o t w orking in  Secondary  Modern S choo ls  to  be
c r i t i c a l  o f  th o s e  who were . . .  when ex p e rim en ts  ended in  c h a o t ic  
f a i l u r e  . . .  I t  would have been  more c h a r i t a b l e ,  and more j u s t ,  
t o  remember b o th  th e  m agn itude and th e  t e r r i f y i n g  vag u en ess  o f  
th e  t a s k  w hich th e  te a c h e r s  in  th e  new seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  had to  
u n d e r ta k e .  (D en t, 1958, p p .lU 6-lU 7)

A nother c r i t i c  warned a g a in s t  th e  d an g er o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and ex p e rim en ta 

t i o n  b e in g  g l o r i f i e d  f o r  t h e i r  own sak es :

L e t u s  bew are t h a t  in  th e  commendable d e s i r e  fo r  p r o g r e s s ,  we 
do n o t s a c r i f i c e  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  ou r seco n d ary  modern p u p i l s  on 
th e  a l t a r  o f  . . .  th e  id e a  t h a t  no o th e r  sc h o o l has y e t  
c o n c e iv e d . (P in k u s , TES. March 1 1 th  i 960 , p.U90)
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The co m b in a tio n  o f  th e  p r e s s u r e  to  ex p erim en t and th e  te a c h in g

p r o f e s s io n 's  own u n c e r t a in ty  made th e  modern sc h o o ls  easy  p re y  f o r  th o s e

w ith  u n t r i e d  t h e o r i e s  to  p e d d le :

The S econdary  Modern S chool has been th e  t a r g e t  o f  ev e ry  new
fa n g le d  th e o r y ,  ev e ry  h a l f - d i g e s t e d ,  i l l - a s s o r t e d  id e a .  I f  
e v e r  i t  h as  seen  a  s e t t l e d  o b je c t iv e ,  h a l f  th e  b u sy b o d ies  in  th e  
w orld  o f  e d u c a tio n  have ru sh e d  in  to  save  i t  from  i t s e l f .  Turn
o u t c i t i z e n s .  Turn o u t l i t e r a t e s .  Turn o u t t e c h n ic i a n s .  Be
more v o c a t io n a l .  P re p a re  f o r  l e i s u r e .  S t ic k  to  th e  w id e r v iew .

(D en t, 1 9 5 8 , p p . x i - x i i )

The SSEC had been an x io u s  to  e n su re  t h a t  modern s c h o o ls  d id  n o t

em u la te  th e  e x a m in a t io n -o r ie n ta te d  e d u c a tio n  p ro v id e d  by grammar s c h o o ls

b u t in  th e  ab sen ce  o f  a  d i s t i n c t  p u rp o se  o f  t h e i r  own, many fu n c tio n e d  as

p a le  im i ta t io n s  o f  grammar s c h o o ls .  H olbrook ( 1961 ) d e s c r ib e d  a  v i s i t  to

a  modern s c h o o l w hich i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  te n d en cy :

I  remember once b e in g  shown round  a huge new modern s c h o o l . . .
The h ead m aste r to o k  me in to  h i s  l a r g e  w a ll-p a p e re d  s tu d y . "Of
c o u rs e " ,  he s a id ,  "we o n ly  g e t  th e  duds h e r e . "  ( p . 3)

T h is  rem ark  r e v e a ls  t h a t  even th o s e  s e le c te d  t o  ta k e  t h e  helm  in  m odern

sc h o o ls  f r e q u e n t ly  la c k e d  a  p o s i t i v e  sen se  o f  i d e n t i t y  and p u rp o se . The

grammar s c h o o l p ro v id e d  t h i s  h e a d m a s te r 's  y a r d s t i c k  a n d , when m easured

a g a in s t  t h i s ,  h i s  in ta k e  was o f  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y .  I f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  modern

sc h o o l e d u c a tio n  was to  be m easured a g a in s t  th e  grammar s c h o o l, i t  would

in e v i t a b ly  f a l l  s h o r t  s in c e  i t  cou ld  n o t hope to  e x c e l in  t h i s  r ig o r o u s ,

academ ic t r a d i t i o n .  T h is  n e g a t iv e  o u tlo o k  was w id e sp re a d . As th e  Times

E d u c a tio n a l Supplém ent o b se rv e d , modern sch o o l t e a c h e r s  w ere encouraged

" ' . . . t o  fa s h io n  a new s o r t  o f  s c h o o l,  knowing a l l  th e  w h ile  t h a t  i t  was

b e in g  m easured  a g a in s t  th e  o ld  . . .  t o  b u i ld  a new Je ru sa le m  w ith  one hand

and fen d  o f f  th e  c r i t i c s  w ith  th e  o t h e r '"  (q u o ted  by D en t, 1958, p . x i ) .

The modern sc h o o ls  w ere in  a d e m o ra liz in g  s i t u a t i o n  b ecau se  a l th o u g h  th e y

la c k e d  in d e p en d en t c r i t e r i a  by w hich to  m easure th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  w ork,

th e y  w ere b e in g  m easured c o n s ta n t ly  a g a in s t  th e  e s ta b l i s h e d  grammar sc h o o l

t r a d i t i o n .

In  t h i s  a tm osphere  o f  u n c e r t a in t y ,  i t  i s  n o t d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rs ta n d
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why modern sc h o o ls  tu rn e d  in c r e a s in g ly  to  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  to

r e p la c e  t h a t  v o id  w here a  sen se  o f  d i r e c t i o n  sh o u ld  have b een . The

e v id en ce  p re s e n te d  in  t h e  B eloe  R eport ( i 960 ) u n d e r l in e d  t h i s  c r u c i a l

f u n c t io n  w hich e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere f u l f i l l i n g :

Many te a c h e r s  in  th e s e  sc h o o ls  b e l ie v e  t h a t  e x te r n a l  
e x am in a tio n s  can p ro v id e ,  a s  i t  w ere , a  landm ark  by w hich th e y  
can ta k e  t h e i r  b e a r in g s  and m easure t h e i r  s ta n d a rd s  and p r o g r e s s , 
in  r e l a t i o n  b o th  t o  what i s  b e in g  ach iev ed  by o th e r  sch o o ls  o f  
th e  same ty p e  and to  what i s  demanded by th e  w orld  around  them  . . .  
T h is  we have been  t o l d  i s  a need w hich , in  t h i s  e x p lo ra to ry  p h ase  
o f  th e  developm ent o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  . . .  i s  k e e n ly  f e l t  by 
many te a c h e r s ,  ( p . 23)

E x te rn a l  ex a m in a tio n s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  had perfo rm ed  t h i s  r o l e  d u r in g  p e r io d s

o f  e x p an s io n  and y e t  sc h o o ls  in  th e  19^0 ' s  and ' 5 0 ' s  w ere d en ied  t h i s

su p p o rt a t  a  tim e  when th e y  w ere p a s s in g  th ro u g h  a  p e r io d  o f  u n p rece d en ted

g ro w th . F u rth e rm o re , i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i r o n i c  t h a t  i t  was th e  grow th

s e c to r s  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  ( i . e .  th e  modern s c h o o ls )  w hich w ere d e n ie d

t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  "p ro p "  w h i ls t  t h e  e s ta b l i s h e d  grammar sc h o o ls  r e ta in e d

i t s  s u p p o r t .  Viewed in  t h i s  l i g h t ,  i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  modern sch o o ls

tu rn e d  to  e x am in a tio n s  to  f i l l  t h e  vacuum w hich o f f i c i a l  p o l ic y  had c r e a te d .

T here i s  no doub t t h a t  th e  m ain re a s o n  f o r  t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  
e x am in a tio n s  in to  modern sc h o o ls  i s  . . .  t o  p ro v id e  a  t a r g e t  o r  
an  aim . Vague p h ra s e s  l i k e  ’Our o b je c t  i s  to  p ro v id e  a good 
g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n ’ , w h i ls t  e x p re s s in g  th e  r i g h t  id e a l  need 
f u r t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n .  What c o n s t i t u t e s  a  good g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  
and w hat e v id en ce  i s  th e r e  to  p rove  i t ?  (Howard, i 960 , p .3 0 )

These c o n v ic t io n s  a re  echoed many tim e s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  p e r io d  and

i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  how o f te n  te rm s l i k e  " t a r g e t "  and "aim " f e a tu r e

in  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  r o l e  p la y e d  by e x a m in a tio n s . F o r in s ta n c e ,  R a p s to f f

( i 960 ) a s s e r te d  t h a t :  "The ex am in a tio n  does r e p r e s e n t  a  ta n g ib le  aim , a

boon in  a ty p e  o f  sc h o o l where academ ic a im le s s n e s s  may be a d an g er" , ( p . 98 ) .

7 . " ’CONTRACTING IN ’ TO THE ’COMPETITION-EXAMINATION-SUCCESS’ SYSTEM"

• I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p r e c ia te  th e  " to n ic "  e f f e c t  w hich e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  had when th e y  w ere in tro d u c e d  in to  m odern sc h o o ls  u n le s s  one
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u n d e rs ta n d s  som eth ing  o f  th e  d e m o ra liz in g  s i t u a t i o n  w hich p r e v a i le d  in

many sc h o o ls  b e fo re  t h e i r  in t r o d u c t io n .  When th e  r e s u l t s  o f  11+

E xam in a tio n s  w ere known, e d u c a tio n  d e p a rtm e n ts  up and down th e  c o u n try

w ere in u n d a te d  by an x io u s  p a re n ts  whose c h i ld r e n  were d e s t in e d  fo r  modern

s c h o o ls .  T h e ir  aim  was t o  o b ta in  p la c e s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  o th e r  ty p e s

o f  seco n d ary  s c h o o ls  (grammar o r  t e c h n ic a l )  w hich o f f e r e d  b e t t e r  f u tu r e

p ro s p e c ts  th a n  th e  m odern sc h o o l h e ld  o u t .  One headm aste r conceded t h a t

t h e i r  r e lu c ta n c e  to  send t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  m odern sch o o ls  was j u s t i f i e d :

They r e s t  on two f a c t s :  (a )  The Grammar sc h o o l c h i ld  g e ts  a 
b e t t e r  d e a l  th a n  th e  seco n d ary  modern c h i ld .  In  ou r a u t h o r i t y ,  
th e  c a p i t a t i o n  g r a n t  w i l l  be h ig h e r ,  th e  s t a f f i n g  r a t i o s  more 
f a v o u r a b le ,  and p a r e n ts  know t h a t  te a c h e r s  in  grammar sc h o o ls  
a r e  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  a c a d e m ic a lly  , , ,  (b ) An ev e r-w id en in g  
ra n g e  o f  w o rth w h ile  employment u s e s  GCE r e s u l t s ,

(Jam es, TES, O ct. 2 1 s t I 960 , p ,5 3 2 )

T hus, many o f  th e  p a r e n t s ,  f o r  whom th e r e  was no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t to  send

t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  t o  modern s c h o o ls ,  f e l t  r e s e n t f u l  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n

e n te re d  th e  s c h o o ls  w ith  an i n b u i l t  se n se  o f  f a i l u r e  and a l i e n a t io n :

W hether we l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  any c h i ld r e n  o f  above av e ra g e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  f e l t  a  se n se  o f  f a i l u r e ,  and to  some e x te n t  shame, 
i f  th e y  f a i l e d  to  o b ta in  a grammar sc h o o l p la c e  , , ,  A lm ost th e  
f i r s t  words u t t e r e d  by th e  p a re n t  o f  th e  new boy in  1950 w ere:
" I  want him to  have a n o th e r  chance f o r  th e  s c h o la r s h ip " ,

(H ea to n , 1958 , p . 96)

F or many, th e  m ain  o b je c t  was to  le a v e  th e  modern sc h o o l a s  q u ic k ly  a s

p o s s ib le  and th e  c o n v e n tio n a l e scap e  r o u t e s ,  f o r  th e  more a b le  p u p i l s ,  were

th e  12+ and 13+ ex am in a tio n s  d e s ig n e d  to  r e - e v a lu a te  p u p i l s  who had been

w rongly  p la c e d  by th e  11+ e x a m in a tio n . The d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t s  w hich

re p e a te d  s e l e c t i o n  ex am in a tio n s  co u ld  have on th e  m o ra le  and le a r n in g  in

m odern sc h o o ls  i s  conveyed by th e  fo llo w in g  acc o u n t g iv e n  by a modern

sc h o o l h ea d m a s te r:

, . ,  n e a r ly  ev e ry  y e a r  th e r e  i s  th e  u p s e t  o f  an e x te r n a l  exam ina
t i o n .  In  th e  f i r s t  two y e a rs  th e  u p s e t  i s  g r e a t e s t ,  f o r  i t  i s  
th e n  t h a t  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  g e t  them ou t 
o f  th e  s c h o o l,  w ith  th e  o bv ious  in f e r e n c e  t h a t  any sc h o o l i s  
b e t t e r  th a n  th e  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o l in  w hich th e y  have been 
u n f o r tu n a te  enough to  f in d  th e m s e lv e s . I t  i s  a g a in s t  t h a t  k in d  
o f  background t h a t  th e  m odern sc h o o ls  s e t  t o  work , . ,  we a re  
s t i l l  w orking u n d er th e  shadow o f  th e  o v e r -a g e , o r tw e lv e - p lu s .
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e x a m in a tio n . I  know t h a t  a few  p a re n ts  have t h e i r  hoys 
p r i v a t e l y  coached f o r  th e  tw e lv e -p lu s .  I  a l s o  know t h a t  th e s e  
same hoys n ev e r manage to  s e t t l e  down to  r e a l  work d u r in g  t h e i r  
f i r s t  y e a r .  How can  th e y  s e t t l e  down in  a  p la c e  th e y  in te n d  to  
le a v e  a s  soon a s  p o s s ib le ?  . , .  The n e x t o b s ta c le  . . .  i s  th e  
t h i r t e e n - p l u s  ex am in a tio n  o r th e  t e c h n ic a l  sch o o l s e l e c t i o n  
t e s t  . . .  A g a in , th e r e  i s  th e  w re tch ed  b u s in e s s  . . .  o f  h av ing  
boys c r ammed f o r  t h i s  ex a m in a tio n . A gain , th e r e  i s  th e  
d isa p p o in tm e n t f o r  th o s e  many who do n o t p a ss  . . .  These two 
e x am in a tio n s  . . .  w ere s tu m b lin g  b lo c k s  to  a l l  o f  u s  in  seco n d ary  
m odern s c h o o ls .  (H ea to n , 1958 , p p .95-98)

In  th e  e a r ly  d a y s , m odern sc h o o ls  had few in c e n t iv e s  to  o f f e r  th o s e  

d e s t in e d  to  rem ain  th e r e  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  sc h o o l c a r e e r s  and m ost l e f t  

a s  soon a s  th e y  w ere a b l e .  Many c h i ld r e n ,  on re a c h in g  th e  s t a t u t o r y  le a v 

in g  age o f  f i f t e e n ,  f a i l e d  even to  com plete  t h e i r  f o u r th  y e a r  o f  s c h o o lin g  

and a f i f t h  y e a r  was o u t o f  th e  q u e s tio n  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty .  The ab sen ce  o f 

a  u n ifo rm  le a v in g  s ta g e  c r e a te d  an a tm osphere  o f  r e s t l e s s n e s s  and d i s a r r a y  

a t  th e  to p  end o f  th e  s c h o o l s im i la r  to  t h a t  c r e a te d  by e x te r n a l  exam ina

t i o n s  in  th e  low er p a r t .

. . .  even to d a y  . . .  th e  E lem en ta ry  S chool t r a d i t i o n  o f  le a v in g  a t  
th e  end o f  th e  te rm  in  w hich sc h o o l le a v in g  age i s  reac h ed  has 
p e r s i s t e d .  T h is  means t h a t  many c h i ld r e n  le a v e  a t  C h ris tm as in  
t h e i r  f o u r th  y e a r  and many more a t  E a s te r .  A part from  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e s e  c h i ld r e n  have a  t r u n c a te d  c o u r s e ,  th e r e  i s  in e v i t a b ly  
a  se n se  o f  r e s t l e s s n e s s  in  any c la s s  in  w hich th e r e  a r e  c h i ld r e n  
who know th e y  w i l l  be le a v in g  sch o o l in  a few weeks a lo n g s id e  
o th e r s  who w i l l  be s ta y in g  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo n g e r .  (D en t, 1958, p . 151)

C le a r ly ,  th e  m odern sc h o o ls  w ere on a c o u rse  w hich was a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  

th e  v a lu e s  and e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  s o c ie ty  in  g e n e r a l .  Faced  w ith  c o n f l i c t i n g  

e x p e c ta t io n s ,  th e r e  w ere two p r in c i p a l  c o u rse s  open to  them . They co u ld ;

(a )  a t te m p t to  d iv o rc e  th e m se lv es  from  th e  v a lu e s  o p e ra t in g  in  s o c ie ty  a t  

l a r g e  and fo llo w  th e  c o u rse  recommended by th e  SSEC o r  (b ) r e v e r s e  t h e i r  

c o u rse  so t h a t  i t  was more c lo s e ly  a t tu n e d  to  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  in  

w hich th e y  m ust ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e .  I n  th e  e v e n t ,  th e  sc h o o ls  a lm o st 

u n iv e r s a l ly  chose th e  second o p t io n ;  th e y  d e f ie d  m i n i s t e r i a l  p o l ic y  and 

" . . .  to o k  m a t te r s  in to  t h e i r  own h a n d s ."  (T a y lo r ,  I9 6 0 , p . 63 ) .  In  

e x p e c tin g  th e  s c h o o ls  to  r e s i s t  th e  v a lu e s  w hich governed  s o c ie ty  as  a 

w hole , th e  Government d is p la y e d  th e  s o c i a l  u n re a lis m  w hich c h a r a c te r iz e d
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t h e i r  v i s io n  o f  s o c ie ty  in  g e n e ra l :

. . .  th e  B r i t i s h  p e o p le  a r e  le a r n in g  hy th e  h a rd  way how 
d ep en d en t i s  a  c i v i l i z e d  community on i t s  f a rm e r s ,  t r a n s p o r t e r s  
and m in e rs ,  i t s  m anual and t e c h n ic a l  w orkers . . .  th e  change in  
th e  p u b lic  a t t i t u d e  to  th e  c ra f tsm a n  and th e  te c h n ic ia n  i s  
n o th in g  l e s s  th a n  r e v o lu t io n a r y  . . .  a s  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  
in d u s t r y  c o n tin u e s  to  become more f l e x i b l e ,  i t  w i l l  o f f e r  th e  
p ro d u c t o f  th e  modern sc h o o l th e  same hope o f  p ro m o tio n  to  th e  
m ore r e s p o n s ib le  and b e t t e r - p a i d  jo b s  as  i s  now in  p r a c t i c e  
l a r g e l y  c o n fin e d  to  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  grammar and t e c h n ic a l  
s c h o o ls .  (The New Secondarv  E d u c a tio n . 19^7 , p p .^  and U7)

As T ay lo r ( 1960 ) o b se rv e d , th e  p o s t-w a r  w orld  was d e p ic te d  a s :

. . .  one in  w hich th e  s t r e s s e s  and s t r a i n s  o f  o c c u p a tio n a l  and 
s o c i a l  c o m p e tit io n  would be c o n s id e ra b ly  le s s e n e d .  O f f i c i a l  and 
u n o f f i c i a l  so u rc e s  encouraged  th e  v iew  t h a t  e q u a l i ty  o f  
o c c u p a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  betw een c h i ld r e n  from  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  
o f  seco n d ary  sc h o o l was to  be o b ta in e d  n o t by p ro v id in g  a l l  
c h i ld r e n  w ith  a c c e s s  to  th e  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , b u t by changes 
in  th e  o c c u p a tio n a l  f i e l d  i t s e l f .  (p .6U )

T h is  o u tlo o k  p roved  t o  be f a l l a c i o u s  b ecau se  " . . .  th e  in c r e a s in g  demand f o r  

e d u c a t io n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  by em p lo y ers , p r o f e s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  and o th e r s ,  

a s  minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  e n t ry  to  c e r t a i n  o c c u p a tio n s "  (M o rr is , 1959, 

p . 3 5 ) was a  p o te n t  f o r c e  o p e ra t in g  on s o c ie ty  in  th e  'U o 's  and * 5 0 's .

In d e e d , so p e rv a s iv e  was t h i s  te n d en cy  t h a t  i t  was f i l t e r i n g  down from  

w h ite  c o l l a r  o c c u p a tio n s  t o  b lu e  c o l l a r  work: " I t  i s  o n ly  s in c e  th e  war 

t h a t  e d u c a t io n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  have come to  be a t  a l l  w id e ly  demanded a s  

minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  e n t ry  to  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip s " ,  ( i b i d ) .  W ith h in d 

s i g h t ,  i t  i s  e asy  t o  p e rc e iv e  t h a t  th e  a t te m p t to  i n s u l a t e  th e  modern 

sc h o o ls  a g a in s t  th e s e  fo r c e s  was an e r r o r  o f  judgem ent a g a in s t  w hich th e y  

w ere bound to  r e v o l t .  In d e e d , one head m aste r d e s c r ib e d  th e  m akers o f  

e d u c a t io n a l  p o l ic y  a s  " . . .  th e  s ta r r y - e y e d  f a d d i s t s  who have dom inated  th e  

y e a rs  s in c e  th e  w ar" (M cC arthy, TES. O c t. 7 th  i 960 , p .U U 5). A no ther 

c r i t i c  o b serv ed  t h a t :

The modern s c h o o l 's  g a in  in  s t a t u s  d u r in g  th e  f i f t i e s  has been 
l a r g e l y  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  way in  w hich i t  has " c o n tr a c te d  in "  
t o  th e  " c o m p e tit io n -e x a m in a tio n -su c c e s s "  system  r a t h e r  th a n  by 
a l lo w in g  i t s  aim s to  be d e te rm in e d  a lo n g  " p u re ly  e d u c a t io n a l  
l i n e s " .  In  t h i s  th e  sch o o ls  have d is p la y e d  a good d e a l  more 
s o c i a l  r e a l is m  th a n  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  much p o s t-w a r  
e d u c a t io n a l  th o u g h t .  (T a y lo r ,  i 960 , p . 6 3 )
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By ta k in g  t h e i r  f a t e  in to  t h e i r  own h a n d s , th e  modern sc h o o ls  tu rn e d

p u b lic  o p in io n  in  t h e i r  f a v o u r ,  som etim es w ith  a s to n is h in g  s u c c e s s .  The

s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  in  sc h o o ls  n o t u s in g  ex am in a tio n s  ( s e e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f

t h i s  s e c t io n )  p ro v id e s  a s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  sc h o o ls  in  w hich th e  th e r a p e u t i c

e f f e c t  o f  ex a m in a tio n s  had been d is c o v e re d .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e  h eadm aster

o f  th e  K n o ll Schoo l f o r  Boys re c o u n te d  th e  consequences o f  " 'c o n t r a c t in g  i n '

t o  th e  'c o m p e ti t io n -e x a m in a t io n - s u c c e s s ' system " in  h i s  s c h o o l:

J u s t  ov er two and a h a l f  y e a r s  ago I  came to  a seco n d ary  modern
sc h o o l o f  some 300 b o y s , none o f  whom s ta y e d  on f o r  a f i f t h  y e a r .
The o n ly  g o a l  w hich cou ld  be o f f e r e d  to  th e  b r ig h t e s t  boys was to  
p a s s  t h e  e n tra n c e  ex am in a tio n  f o r  th e  t e c h n ic a l  i n s t i t u t e  o f  a 
n e ig h b o u rin g  a u t h o r i t y .  The s t a f f  and I  d ec id ed  t h a t  we shou ld  
p ro v id e  an ex am in a tio n  aim n o t o n ly  f o r  th e  'to p  f l y e r s '  b u t f o r
th e  m id d le  s tre a m  boys a s  w e l l .  ( TES. 1 0 th  June I9 6 0 , p . 119^)

To t h i s  en d , a  f i v e  y e a r  GCE c o u rse  was e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  "A" s tream  p u p i ls

w h ile  th e  "B" s tre a m  embarked on a f i v e  y e a r  RSA c o u rse  and th e  "N" s tream

s t a r t e d  a  fo u r  y e a r  U E1 c o u rs e .  A lthough  th e  sc h o o l had d e c id e d  t h a t  t h r e e

y e a rs  was th e  minimum o f  p r e p a r a t io n  any boy sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  b e fo re  e n te r in g

f o r  0 -L e v e l ,  "L a s t summer, th e  te m p ta t io n  to  experim en t p roved  i r r e s i s t i b l e ;

we w ere g la d  we d id  s o . S ix  boys o u t o f  e ig h t  p assed  in  M ath em atics , fo u r

o u t o f  s ix  in  E n g lish  Language and two o u t o f  t h r e e  in  Geography . . .  A ll

ex ce p t one . . .  a r e  s ta y in g  to  ta k e  f u r t h e r  s u b je c t s  n e x t summer and some

have th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  le a v in g  sc h o o l w ith  up t o  seven  s u b je c t s  a t  'O ' l e v e l"

( i b i d ) .  T h is  i s  one exam ple, from  many c i t e d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  o f  modern

sc h o o l p u p i l s  a c h ie v in g  c o n s id e ra b le  su c c e ss  in  0 -L e v e l e x a m in a tio n s . The

11+ E xam ination  was n o t an  i n f a l l i b l e  s e l e c t io n  in s tru m e n t and i t  was

in c r e a s in g ly  re c o g n is e d  t h a t  th e r e  w ere c o n s id e ra b le  r e s e r v e s  o f  t a l e n t  in

th e  modern sc h o o ls  -  c h i ld r e n  a b le  to  p a ss  0 -L ev e l in  a number o f  s u b je c t s

and w i l l in g  t o  s ta y  a t  sc h o o l f o r  a  f i f t h  y e a r  in  o rd e r  to  do so .

P erhaps more im p o rta n t th a n  ex am in a tio n  su c c e ss  i t s e l f  was th e  to n ic

e f f e c t  i t  had on " . . .  th e  m o ra le  and r e p u ta t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o l" :

. . .  ov er 8o p e r  c e n t (o f  p a r e n ts )  g iv e  a w r i t t e n  u n d e r ta k in g  t h a t  
t h e i r  sons s h a l l  rem ain  f o r  f iv e  y e a r s .  W hereas p r e v io u s ly  th e r e  
was no sc h o o l u n ifo rm , i t  i s  now worn by 95 p e r c e n t o f  th e  boys.
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To th e s e  two f a c t o r s  more th a n  a n y th in g  e l s e  I  a t t r i b u t e  th e  
g row th  o f  th e  sc h o o l b o th  in  numbers and in  s t a t u s .  The 300 
r e f e r r e d  to  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  i s  now U6o due to  t h r e e  c a u se s : 
f o r t y  boys s ta y in g  on f o r  a f i f t h  o r  s ix th  y e a r ,  g iv in g  us two 
f i f t h  fo rm s; th e  r e lu c ta n c e  o f  th e  p a r e n ts  o f  4 l  boys ou t o f  
60 t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  sons to  a  n ea rb y  brand-new  modern sc h o o l 
some 18 m onths ago when th e y  had been  sch ed u led  to  do so ; th e  
a d m iss io n  o f  ab o u t 2k boys from  p r iv a t e  sc h o o ls  in  th e  l a s t  two 
y e a r  . . .  I n  many c a se s  . . .  th e  boys th e m se lv e s  a re  w orking a t  a 
p r e s s u r e  w hich s u r p r i s e s  even them , ( ib id )

T hese c h an g e s , rem a rk ab le  in  th e m s e lv e s , a r e  made even more n o tew o rth y  by

th e  speed  w ith  w hich th e y  o c c u r re d . W ith in  th e  s h o r t  space  o f  two and a

h a l f  y e a r s ,  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  had a l re a d y  had a d ra m a tic  im pact on th e

s t a t u s  and m o ra le  o f  th e  s c h o o l.

The d e p re s s in g  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  d e s c r ib e d  on page 65 r e f e r s  to  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  a t  th e  Belmont S econdary  Modern S chool f o r  Boys b e fo re  i t  

r e s o r te d  t o  e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . The sc h o o l e v e n tu a l ly  d e v ise d  a system  

s im i la r  t o  t h a t  in  o p e ra t io n  a t  th e  K n o ll S chool in  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  

p i tc h e d  a t  t h r e e  s e p a r a te  l e v e l s  en ab led  th e  sc h o o l t o  p ro v id e  an exam ina

t i o n  o b je c t iv e  f o r  c h i ld r e n  th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  a b i l i t y  ra n g e . 0 -L ev e l was 

ta k e n  by th e  m ost a b l e ,  an  RSA c o u rse  by th o s e  o f  l e s s e r  a b i l i t y  and th e  

Harrow Schoo l L eav ing  C e r t i f i c a t e  c a te re d  fo r  th e  l e a s t  a b le  p u p i l s .  Once 

a g a in ,  t h i s  p roduced  a v o l t e - f a c e  am ongst th e  p u p i l s  and t h e i r  p a r e n ts :

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o t i c e  th e  e f f e c t  on th e  boys and th e  
p a r e n t s .  My e x p e r ie n c e  i s  n o t u n iq u e , as  I  know from  many t a l k s  
w ith  c o l le a g u e s  . . .  W hereas a  few y e a rs  ago ev e ry  boy in  th e  
f i r s t  y e a r  w ished to  ta k e  th e  o v e r-a g e  tw e lv e -p lu s  t e s t ,  th e  
c a n d id a te s  now a r e  l e s s  th a n  k p e r  c e n t o f  th e  in t a k e .  A 
s im i la r  sm a ll number a sk  to  ta k e  th e  t h i r t e e n - p l u s  , . .  The 
a v e ra g e  boy in  th e  f o u r th  y e a r ,  no m a tte r  what h i s  academ ic 
q u a l i t y ,  now s ta y s  on f o r  th e  f u l l  fo u r  y e a r s ;  i t  i s  th e  
m in o r i ty  who le a v e  a t  th e  end o f  th e  te rm  in  w hich th e y  a re  
f i f t e e n .  The f i f t h  y e a r  w i l l  in c lu d e  20 to  30 p e r  c e n t o f  t h e i r  
y e a r  g ro u p . I  g e t  th e  im p re ss io n  t h a t  th e  c h i ld r e n  f e e l  t h a t  th e  
d o o r i s  open to  them  . . .  A b ig  change h as  ta k e n  p la c e  in  th e
a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  p a r e n t s .  They a re  h a p p ie r .  I  now g e t  l e t t e r s
from  them  sa y in g  how much th e y  want t h e i r  boy to  s ta y  on .

(H ea to n , 1958, p p .101-102)

P erh ap s th e  key p h ra s e  in  t h i s  acco u n t i s  t h a t  " . . .  th e  c h i ld r e n  f e e l  t h a t

th e  door i s  open to  th e m ."  L ik e w ise , a n o th e r  o b se rv e r  d e s c r ib e d  exam ina

t i o n  su c c e s s e s  as  " . . .  t h a t  co v e ted  Open Sesame" (D en t, 1958, p . l 5 8 ) ,  a
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p h ra se  w hich e p ito m iz e s  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  

m odern s c h o o ls .  T h is  was in  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  c re a te d  in  

19^7 when th e  SSEC, in  e f f e c t ,  c lo se d  th e  door a g a in s t  th e  modern s c h o o ls .  

Secondary  e d u c a tio n  was a h ig h ly  c o m p e tit iv e  f i e l d  o f  en d eav o u r, i t s  

e n t i r e  r o u te  l in e d  and d e te rm in e d  hy p erfo rm ance  in  academ ic t e s t s .  

E x am in a tio n s  a t  11+ , 12+, 13+ and l 6+ m eant t h a t ,  a t  each  s ta g e ;  a c c e ss  to  

t h e  n e x t l e v e l  was c o n t r o l le d  hy e x a m in a tio n s . T h e re fo re ,  modern sc h o o ls  

had to  fu n c t io n  in  an  ex am in â tio n s - o r i e n t a t e d  env ironm ent w h ile  th e y  them 

s e lv e s  w ere d e n ie d  a c c e s s  t o  them . M oreover, a l th o u g h  modern sc h o o ls  were 

d e n ie d  th e  r i g h t  to  u se  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  t h e i r  own p u rp o s e s , th e y  were 

n e v e r th e le s s  s u b je c te d  t o  them  and l iv e d  u n d er t h e i r  shadow. In  th e  e v e n t ,  

e x am in a tio n  s u c c e s s e s  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  weapon w hich en ab led  modern sc h o o ls  

t o  com pete w ith  grammar and t e c h n ic a l  s c h o o ls  f o r  p a r i t y  o f  es teem .

As f a r  a s  C ro f ts  (1958) was co n ce rn ed , h i s  sc h o o l had been  tra n s fo rm e d

from  a b l in d  a l l e y  w hich cou ld  o f f e r  i t s  p u p i l s  none o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l

r o u te s  t o  se lf-a d v a n c e m e n t to  a  p la c e  o f  pu rp o se  and s e l f - r e s p e c t  by th e

in t r o d u c t io n  o f  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . He c la im ed  t h a t  e x a m in a tio n s ;

. . .  a r e  h e lp f u l  in  r e p la c in g  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  th e  modern sc h o o l i s  
a  "d ead -en d "  fo r  th e  " a ls o - r a n s "  w ith  th e  know ledge t h a t  i t  i s  
in d eed  a  p la c e  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty .  In  human te rm s I  have found t h i s  
t o  mean th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een a c h i ld  a r r i v i n g  in  19^3 w ith  an 
e x p re sse d  f e e l in g  o f  d isa p p o in tm e n t . . .  and a s im i la r  o n e , one o f  
s ix  in  1953 , r e j e c t i n g  a grammar sc h o o l o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a more 
a p p r o p r ia te  one in  te rm s o f  p redom inan t i n t e r e s t s ,  (p p . 22 -  23)

T h is  to n ic  e f f e c t  was n o t l im i te d  to  ex am in a tio n  c la s s e s  b u t perm eated  th e

e n t i r e  s c h o o l c h a rg in g  i t  w ith  a sen se  o f  p u rp o se :

. . .  t h e r e  i s  a new a i r  b re a th in g  th ro u g h  th e  seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  
to d a y .  I t  i s  an a i r  o f  p u rp o se  r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  p re se n c e  o f  
o ld e r  p u p i l s  who have shown, by s ta y in g ,  t h a t  th e  sch o o l has 
som eth ing  i t  i s  w orth  t h e i r  w h ile  to  g e t  . . .  I t  shows in  im proved 
s ta n d a rd s  o f  w ork. I t  i s  a p p a re n t in  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  b o th  th e  
te a c h in g  and th e  l e a r n in g .  I t  shows in  many ways in  th e  c o rp o ra te  
l i f e  o f  th e  s c h o o l.  (p .2U )

H eaton (1958) had n o t ic e d  s im i la r  changes in  h i s  s c h o o l: " I t  l i f t s  up th e

w hole o f  th e  s ta n d a rd s  th ro u g h o u t th e  sc h o o l . . .  W ith t h i s  b e t t e r  m a te r ia l

many s id e s  o f  th e  sc h o o l can f l o u r i s h ,  and th e  c r a f t s ,  drama and d e b a te  ta k e
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on a g r e a t e r  l i v e l i n e s s "  (pp.lOU  and 1 0 9 ).

In  1953 , Bournem outh E d u ca tio n  Committee s t a r t e d  what i t  d e s c r ib e d  

a s  "a  grammar sc h o o l c o u rse "  ( i . e .  an 0 -L ev e l c o u rse )  in  each  modern 

sc h o o l w ith in  i t s  b o rough . In  1959, th e  C h ie f E d u ca tio n  O f f ic e r  

p u b lis h e d ,  "A P ro g re s s  R eport on Bournem outh: G .C .E . in  th e  Secondary- 

Modern S choo l"  w hich r e f l e c t e d  th e  r e s u l t s  from  o th e r  s tu d ie s .  F i r s t l y ,  

th e  p a ss  r a t e  compared n o t u n fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  t h a t  in  grammar sch o o ls  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  p r a c t i c a l  s u b je c t s .  A premium o f a rg u a b ly  g r e a t e r  

im p o rtan ce  was th e  b o o s t i t  gave t o  th e  s e l f - e s te e m  o f  p u p i l s ,  te a c h e r s  

and p a r e n t s :

T here  have been  many en co u rag in g  s ig n s  d u r in g  th e  f iv e - y e a r  
ex p erim en t p e r io d .  F i r s t  i s  th e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  p u p i l s .  T here 
i s  now a  se n se  o f  p u rp o se  in  th e  seco n d ary  modern s c h o o ls ,  and 
th e  o ld e r  p u p i l s  have in tro d u c e d  a  d ig n i ty  and m a tu r i ty  w hich 
h a s  a h ig h ly  b e n e f i c i a l  im pact th ro u g h o u t th e  sc h o o l . . .  At 
th e  end o f  th e  p e r io d  o v er Uo p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p u p i l s  s ta y  on a t  
s c h o o l f o r  a  f u l l  f iv e - y e a r  c o u rse  . . .  w hich i s  th e  b e s t  te s tim o n y  
t h a t  p a r e n ts  can  g iv e  t o  th e  schem e. T here has been  a n o t ic e a b le  
l e s s e n in g  o f  t e n s io n  abou t th e  outcome o f  th e  common e n tra n c e  
e x a m in a tio n , and v i s i t s  to  th e  o f f i c e  by p a r e n ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  who 
have n o t q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a p la c e  in  th e  grammar sc h o o ls  have sh runk  
t o  n e g l ig ib l e  p ro p o r t io n s  . . .  The s t a f f ,  t o o ,  have a p p re c ia te d  
th e  new atm osphere  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  and a r e  proud o f  th e  im proved 
s t a t u s  and s ta n d in g  o f  t h e i r  sc h o o ls  . . .  T h is  y e a r  . . .  th e  
h e a d te a c h e rs  unan im ously  v o te d  th e  scheme an  u n q u a l i f ie d  s u c c e s s .

(Sm edley, 1959, p . 1037)

P erh ap s m ost im p o rta n t o f  a l l ,  th e  h e a d te a c h e rs  co n cu rred  t h a t  th e  scheme

" . . . h a d  had h ig h ly  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  on b o th  p u p i l s  and sc h o o ls  f a r

tra n s c e n d in g  ex am in a tio n  r e s u l t s . "  ( ib id )

A lthough  i t  would be easy  to  c o n tin u e  to  r e p l i c a t e  th e s e  exam ples, th e

e v id en ce  p roduced  so f a r  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b je c t iv e  and i s  based  on th e

p e rs o n a l  v iew s o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  co n ce rn ed . T h e re fo re ,  i t  i s  u s e f u l  to

come a c ro s s  a  c o n t r o l le d  ex p erim en t d e s ig n e d  to  " . . .  t e s t  o b je c t iv e ly  th e

v iew  t h a t  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  have an im proving  e f f e c t  upon th e  a t t i t u d e

t o  sch o o l work o f  p u p i l s  in  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o ls  " ( K ir k p a t r ic k ,  19^5 ,

p . 128), T h is  e n q u iry  in v o lv e d  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  an a t t i t u d e  s c a le

d es ig n ed  to  m easure  p u p ils*  a t t i t u d e s  t o  sch o o l w ork. T hree g roups o f
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s u b je c t s  w ere s e le c te d :  Groups A and B were p re p a r in g  f o r  e x te r n a l

e x a m in a tio n s  w h i ls t  Group C, s e le c te d  from  sc h o o ls  n o t u s in g  e x a m in a tio n s ,

was u sed  a s  a c o n t ro l  g ro u p . As m igh t have been  a n t i c ip a t e d ,  " . . .  th e

a b le r  c h i ld r e n  in  a l l  s c h o o ls  had d ev e lo p ed  more fa v o u ra b le  a t t i t u d e s  to

sc h o o l work th a n  t h e i r  l e s s  a b le  fe llo w s "  ( p . 1 2 9 ) . In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,

K ir k p a t r ic k  ( 1965 ) found t h a t :

. . .  th e  m ost a b le  c h i ld r e n  a t  th e  sc h o o ls  w here e x te r n a l  
ex am in a tio n s  were ta k e n  had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r  a t t i t u d e s  to  
t h e i r  work th a n  s im i la r  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  c o n t ro l  group  o f  s c h o o ls .

( p . 131)

F u rth e rm o re :

. . .  in  a l l  s c h o o ls ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  who in te n d e d  t o  ta k e  an 
e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  had a more fa v o u ra b le  a t t i t u d e  to  sc h o o l 
work th a n  th o s e  who d id  n o t . . .  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  
a v e ra g e  s c o re s  w ere a lm o st a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  f i r s t  
p e r c e n t i l e ,  ( p . 132)

R e a l is in g  t h a t  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  a rg u e  t h a t  h i s  f in d in g s  m e re ly  d em o n stra ted

t h a t  " . . .  th e  c h i ld r e n  who had th e  b e t t e r  a t t i t u d e s  to  b e g in  w ith  w ere th e

c h i ld r e n  who had d ec id ed  to  ta k e  th e  ex am in a tio n s"  ( p . 1 3 3 ) , K ir k p a tr ic k

( 1965 ) c a r r i e d  o u t an a d d i t io n a l  a n a ly s i s  w hich d em o n stra ted  t h a t  in  m ost

c a s e s  th e  ex am in a tio n  had been  " . . .  an a c t iv e  a g e n t ,  a f f e c t i n g  a t t i t u d e s ,

r a t h e r  th a n  a m ere v e h ic le  f o r  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  e x i s t in g  fa v o u ra b le

a t t i t u d e s "  ( p . l 3 ^ ) .  T hus, he was a b le  to  co n c lu d e  t h a t  " . . .  th e  'to n ic *

e f f e c t  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  upon th o s e  who ta k e  them was c l e a r ly

d em o n stra ted  " ( p . 1 3 5 ).

A no ther s y s te m a tic  p ie c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  (M o rr is ,  1959) en d o rsed  th e s e

f in d in g s .  M o r r is 's  s tu d y  o f  f iv e - y e a r  ex am in a tio n  c o u rse s  in  modern sc h o o ls

in  Birmingham once a g a in  h ig h l ig h te d  t h e i r  v a lu e  a s  an in c e n t iv e  to  work:

About th r e e - q u a r te r s  o f  th e  Heads drew  a t t e n t i o n  to  i t ,  and some 
added t h a t  i t  was by no means l im i te d  to  th e  f i f t h  y e a r  c h i ld r e n .  
H eads' t r i b u t e s  to  t h i s  in c e n t iv e  v a lu e  were o f te n  warm 
Among th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  c o u rse s  m ost o f te n  m en tioned  was th e  
g r e a t e r  p o is e  and m a tu r i ty  w hich r e s u l t e d  . . .  P a r e n t s ' in c re a s e d  
c o n fid e n c e  . . .  i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  r e c e n t  h in t s  o f  a d e c l in e  b o th  
in  th e  s t r e n g th  o f th e  p a s s io n s  a ro u sed  by th e  11-p lu s  and in  th e  
p ro p o r t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n  who le a v e  th e  sc h o o ls  a s  soon a s  th e y  a re  
a llow ed  t o .  N early  a l l  t h e  heads th o u g h t t h a t  th e  d isa p p o in tm e n t 
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  f e l t  abou t th e  11-p lu s  had been le s s e n e d  by th e  
in t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  c o u rs e s .  A few added t h a t  some c h i ld r e n  w ere
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tu r n in g  down th e  chance o f  t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  a t e c h n ic a l  sc h o o l 
a t  13 , in  o rd e r  to  ta k e  a f i f t h - y e a r  c o u rse  . . .  from  th e  
p ro p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  s t a f f  who w ere g r a d u a te s ,  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  
make in f e r e n c e s  abou t t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  in  th e  eyes o f  g ra d u a te  
te a c h e r s ;  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t o o ,  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i s  s lo w ly  r i s i n g .
I t  seem s, th e n ,  t h a t  th e  p r e s t i g e  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  has r i s e n ,  in  
b o th  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  and th e  p a r e n t a l  ey e . (pp.UO-i+2)

An am using i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  to n ic  e f f e c t  was p ro v id e d  by R a p s to ff

( i 960 ):

Some tim e  ago I  was f o r tu n a t e  to  h e a r  a c o n v e rs a t io n  among th r e e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  c h i ld r e n  who, by c o in c id e n c e ,  came from  v a r io u s  
seco n d ary  modern s c h o o ls .  They each  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  sc h o o l 
was re c o g n ise d  a s  th e  b e s t  in  B irm ingham . They w ere o b v io u s ly  
proud o f  t h e i r  s c h o o ls .  But f o r  me th e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  was 
t h a t  th e  d is c u s s io n  a lm o st p e te r e d  o u t when th e y  a l l  r e v e a le d  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  trum p c a rd ,  "Our sc h o o l h as  a  G .C .E. s tream  I "  
T h is  e x p e r ie n c e  su g g e s ts  t h a t  among seco n d ary  modern c h i ld r e n  
w here GCE work i s  d one , i t  may become th e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  a good 
s c h o o l, ( p . 98 )

I t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  when e x te r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  w ere c a p a b le  o f

p ro d u c in g  such  a p o w erfu l r e a c t io n ,  th e r e  was a lm o st i r r e s i s t i b l e  p r e s s u re

on th e  sc h o o ls  t o  u se  them . As more sc h o o ls  a d v e r t i s e d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s ,

th e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e i r  c o u n te rp a r ts  to  u se  ex am in a tio n s  became more and more

c o m p e llin g . I t  i s  t h i s  " s e l f - p r o p a g a t io n "  (M o rr is ,  1959 , p .k l )  which

p ro b a b ly  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  a c c e le r a t in g  r a t e  o f  g row th  in  ex am in a tio n  e n t r i e s

to w ard s  th e  end o f  th e  1950 's  (s e e  p . 5 l ) .  In  f a c t ,  by i 960 t h i s  t r e n d  had

g a in e d  such  momentum t h a t  th e  B eloe Committee p r e d ic te d  t h a t :

. . .  w ith in  a  r e l a t i v e l y  few  y e a rs  th e  te n d en cy  to w ard s  th e  ta k in g  
o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  am ongst p u p i l s  below  th e  G .C .E . group 
w i l l  g a th e r  such  momentum t h a t ,  even w ith  co n tin u e d  m i n i s t e r i a l  
d isc o u ra g e m e n t, a lm o st a l l  sc h o o ls  w i l l  f in d  th e m se lv es  w i l l in g ly  
o r  u n w il l in g ly  con fo rm ing , ( p . 2 7 )

In  19^7 , t h e  SSEC had a tte m p te d  to  t r e a t  ex am in a tio n s  as  a d e tach ed  

and i s o l a t e d  phenomenon w hich cou ld  be o m itte d  from  one p a r t  o f  th e  system  

b u t a s  one c r i t i c  rem arked : "One canno t c o n s id e r  ex am in a tio n s  in  vacuo" 

(Howard, i 960 , p ,3 0 ) .  E xam inations were n o t an  i s o l a t e d  phenomenon 

d e tach ed  from  th e  p r e v a i l in g  v a lu e  system  an d , in  re c o g n is in g  t h i s ,  th e  

sch o o ls  d is p la y e d  th e  k ind  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l is m  w hich was la c k in g  in  much 

p o s t-w a r  e d u c a t io n a l  p o l ic y .  The in te rd e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  system  as  a whole
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was argued  th u s  hy one h e a d te a c h e r :

. . .  a s  th e r e  i s  a l re a d y  a L eav ing  E xam ination  in  th e  s e l e c t i v e  
s c h o o ls ,  th e r e  n a t u r a l l y  i s  a demand f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  an 
ex am in a tio n  in  th e  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o ls  . . .  i t  i s  wrong to  
t a l k  o f  th e  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o l a s  a u n i t  a p a r t  in  t h i s  
m a t te r .  We a r e  c o n t in u a l ly  t e l l i n g  th e  p u b lic  t h a t  t h i s  
g e n e ra t io n  has been g iv e n  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  f o r  a l l ,  and i t  i s  
in  t h i s  c o n te x t t h a t  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  a  S chool L eaving  E xam ination  
shou ld  be c o n s id e re d . ( B u r d e t t ,  1 9^0 , p . 12)

A no ther h e a d , who had d e c id e d  to  d e fy  m i n i s t e r i a l  p o l ic y  and u se  e x a m in a tio n s ,

c la im ed  t h a t :  "For a l l  th e s e  ( p u p i l s )  . . .  f u l l  s t a t u r e  a t  l 6 has in  no way

been l im i te d  by th e  o u tlo o k  a t  11 p lu s  " ( C r o f t s ,  1958 , p . 2 2 ) . The

e q u a tio n  o f  " f u l l  s t a t u r e "  w ith  th e  r i g h t  to  u se  e x te r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  shows

how c lo s e ly  p a r i t y  o f  esteem  was bound up w ith  a c c e s s  t o  th e  exam ining

sy stem . In d e e d , ex am in a tio n s  ap p ea r to  have been  th e  s in g le  m ost im p o rta n t

f a c t o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  p r e s t i g e  o f  th e  modern sc h o o ls  in  th e  1 9 5 0 's .  T h is

i s  n o t to  deny t h a t  th e  problem s fa c in g  modern sc h o o ls  w ere many and complex

o r to  su g g e s t t h a t  th e y  co u ld  be so lv ed  by a s in g le  o r  a s im p le  answ er.

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  ev id en ce  p o in ts  overw helm ing ly  to  th e  o m iss io n  o f  e x te r n a l

ex am in a tio n s  from  th e  secondary  modern "package" as  th e  m ost im p o rta n t

m iss in g  in g r e d i e n t .  T h is  i s  confirm ed  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  s c h o o ls  w hich

r e ta in e d  t h e i r  fo rm er in a d e q u a c ie s  n e v e r th e le s s  e x p e r ie n c e d  an immense b o o s t

t o  t h e i r  s e l f - e s te e m  once th e y  '" c o n t r a c t e d  i n '  t o  th e  'c o m p e t i t io n -

e x a m in a t io n -s u c c e s s ' system  " (T a y lo r , 19^0 , p . 63).

8 . SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENTS

A lthough  t h i s  c h a p te r  has been c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  SSEC's a t te m p t to  combine 

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ith  i n t e r n a l  a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re s ,  th e r e  was a 

c e r t a i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  th e  SSEC's d e c is io n  n o t to  ad o p t i n t e r n a l  a s s e s s 

m ents w h o le sa le  as  th e  Norwood R eport (19^3) had u rg e d . T h is  would have 

been a m ass iv e  u n d e r ta k in g  f o r  w hich seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  was i l l - e q u ip p e d .  

F i r s t l y ,  th e  p ro v is io n  o f f r e e  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  f o r  a l l  was in  i t s e l f  a 

m ajo r u n d e r ta k in g  and i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  te a c h e r s  s im u lta n e o u s ly  co u ld  have
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ta k e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s c h o o l- le a v in g  e x a m in a tio n s . M oreover, th e r e  

i s  ev id en ce  t o  su g g e s t t h a t  Mode 3 ex am in a tio n s  were somewhat p rem a tu re  

in  th e  1 9 ^ 0 ' s .  I t  m ust be remembered t h a t  a t  th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f  th e  

Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e ,  t h e r e  had been an a t te m p t to  encourage te a c h e r s  to  ta k e  

a  more a c t i v e  r o l e  in  exam ining (s e e  Chap. 1 ,  p.2U ) b u t a s  Roach (1979 , 

p .U 6 ) p o in te d  o u t ,  m ost te a c h e r s  seemed to  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e i r  p u p i l s  sho u ld  

be a s s e s s e d  by an in d ep en d en t a u t h o r i t y .  The f a c t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  had shown 

a  r e lu c ta n c e  to  a c c e p t t h i s  k in d  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c a s t s  f u r t h e r  doubt on 

th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  Norw ood's p ro p o s a ls .  I t  a l s o  m eant t h a t ,  d u r in g  th e  

Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e  e r a ,  th e  te a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  had f a i l e d  to  accu m u la te  th e  

e x p e r t i s e  n e c e s s a ry  t o  o p e ra te  ex am in a tio n s  and i t  i s  h a rd  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  

t h i s  cou ld  have been a c q u ire d  in  th e  seven  y e a r s  su g g e s te d  by th e  Norwood 

R e p o rt. T hese d i f f i c u l t i e s  would have been  e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  m assiv e  

in c re a s e  in  th e  seco n d ary  sc h o o l p o p u la tio n  b ro u g h t ab o u t by th e  19^^ 

E d u ca tio n  A ct and th e  in e v i t a b l e  s t r a i n  t h i s  p la c e d  upon th e  su p p ly  o f  

q u a l i f i e d ,  e x p e rie n c e d  t e a c h e r s .  T here was a s e v e re  sh o r ta g e  o f  te a c h e r s  

th ro u g h o u t t h i s  p e r io d  a lth o u g h  th e  Emergency T ra in in g  Schemes d id  p ro v id e  

a  s to p -g a p .

I f  th e  SSEC's u n w ill in g n e s s  to  r e p la c e  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  by i n t e r n a l  

schemes d id  d e r iv e  from  an  aw areness o f  th e  m agn itude  and co m p lex ity  o f  th e  

t a s k ,  t h i s  o n ly  re n d e rs  t h e i r  la c k  o f  invo lvem en t in  i n i t i a t i n g  sc h o o l-b a se d  

p ro c e d u re s  even more u n j u s t i f i e d .  I t  had recommended t h a t  i n t e r n a l  exam ina

t i o n s  sho u ld  become th e  p r in c i p a l  method o f  a s s e s sm e n t,  y e t  i t  made d e t a i l e d  

p ro v is io n s  fo r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  GCE w h ile  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  i n t e r n a l  

sch an es  was l e f t  t o  ch an ce . The SSEC to o k  no p a r t  in  i n i t i a t i n g  th e s e  

schem es, f o s t e r in g  t h e i r  developm ent o r m o n ito r in g  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  I n s te a d  

i t  r e t r e a t e d  in to  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  ap p ro ac h . T hus, a l th o u g h  

th e  S ta t e  had ta k e n  in c re a s in g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  tw e n t ie th  

c e n tu ry ,  s c h o o l-b a se d  a sse ssm e n ts  r e p r e s e n te d  a c r i t i c a l  new a re a  o f  grow th  

w here th e  SSEC f a i l e d  to  a c t .  C o n seq u en tly , t h e  B eloe  R eport ( 1960 ) found
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t h a t  th e  developm ent o f  i n t e r n a l  le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  had been q u i te  

random ;

Some ex am in a tio n s  came in to  b e in g  th ro u g h  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  
l o c a l  g roups o f  t e a c h e r s ;  o th e r s  grew  up u n d er th e  le a d e r s h ip  
o f  a  l o c a l  e d u c a tio n  a u t h o r i ty .  Some a r e  conducted  by th e  
l o c a l  e d u c a tio n  a u th o r i ty  i t s e l f  o r by d iv i s i o n a l  e x e c u t iv e s ,  
o th e r s  by g roups o f  t e a c h e r s ,  ( p . 1 2 )

A more s e r io u s  problem  th a n  th e  u n s y s te m a tic  n a tu re  o f  th e s e  schemes was

t h a t  th e y  had sim ply  f a i l e d  to  m a te r i a l i s e  on a s i g n i f i c a n t  s c a le .  Even

when i t  s t a r t e d  t o  become a p p a re n t t h a t  s c h o o l-b a se d  ex am in a tio n s  w ere

f a i l i n g  t o  d e v e lo p , th e  M in is te r  responded  by is s u in g  a c i r c u l a r  in  w hich he

re -u rg e d  th e  u se  o f  s c h o o l r e c o r d s ,  o b je c t iv e  t e s t s  e t c ,  and e x p re sse d

d is a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  u se  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  modern sc h o o ls

( C ir c u la r  289 ) .  These e a r ly  w arn ing  s ig n a l s ,  su g g e s tin g  t h a t  s c h o o l-b a se d

schemes w ere n o t g o ing  to  d ev e lo p  sp o n ta n e o u s ly , sh o u ld  have prom pted th e

M in is te r  to  p o s i t i v e  a c t io n  b u t a s  th e  Times E d u c a tio n a l Sunnlem ent o b se rv ed ;

"The M in is te r  e x p re s se s  th e  n a t io n a l  p o l ic y  and lo o k s  th e  o th e r  way "

(U th Nov. i 960 , p . 611 ) .  A nother c r i t i c  made a  s im i la r  p o in t  when he a rg u e d ,

"L et u s  s to p  p la y in g  th e  o s t r i c h  ab o u t ex am in a tio n s  f o r  th e  seco n d ary  sc h o o l "

(TES. Uth Nov. i 960 , p . 611 ).

By i 960 , th e  B eloe R eport found t h a t  o n ly  30 o u t o f  a  t o t a l  o f  IU 6 LEA's 

in  E ngland and Wales had sc h o o ls  c o n d u c tin g  i n t e r n a l  le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s .

In  o th e r  w ords, l e s s  th a n  a  q u a r te r  o f  th e  LEA's c o n ta in e d  sc h o o ls  w hich 

w ere fo llo w in g  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o l ic y .  M oreover, i t  h as  to  be remembered t h a t  by 

no means a l l  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  in  th o s e  LEA's would have been u s in g  th e s e  

schem es. The f u l l  fo rc e  o f  th e s e  f ig u r e s  i s  u n d e r l in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  by 

i 960 137 o f  th e  LEA's c o n ta in e d  sc h o o ls  which e n te re d  c a n d id a te s  fo r  

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  o th e r  th a n  GCE. One member o f  th e  B eloe  Committee 

observ ed  t h a t :

I t  seemed to  us t h a t  a m ost u n d e s i r a b le  s i t u a t i o n  was d e v e lo p in g  
in  w hich th e  M in i s t e r i a l  p o l ic y  was in  f a c t  b e in g  s e t  a s id e  as  
o f  no a c c o u n t, a p o s i t i o n  w hich i s  u s u a l ly  re g a rd e d  a s  d i s c r e d i t 
in g  and o f f i c i a l l y  u n r e a l i s t i c .

( J o u rn a l  o f  th e  A .A .M .. V o l. 1 2 , 1 961 , p . 6l )
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T hus, a l th o u g h  one m ust he sy m p a th e tic  to  t h a t  g e n e r a t io n 's  c o n sc io u sn e ss  

o f  ta k in g  "a  le a p  in  th e  d a rk "  and t h e i r  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  modern sc h o o ls  

needed room to  grow , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  j u s t i f y  th e  com plete  ab sen ce  o f  

p r o v is io n s  fo r  m o n ito r in g  and a id in g  th e  developm ent o f  i n t e r n a l  a s s e s s 

ment p ro c e d u re s . In d e e d , as  one member o f  th e  B eloe Comm ittee n o te d :

At th e  p o in t  a t  w hich we began ou r w ork , th e  a r e a  ( i . e .  
ex am in a tio n s  f o r  th e  modern sc h o o ls )  . . .  rem ained  c o m p le te ly  
u n c h a r te d  in  o f f i c i a l  p o l ic y .

( J o u rn a l  o f  A .A .M .. V o l. 1 2 , I 961 , p . 6l )

9 . THE BELOE REPORT AND THE MODERN SCHOOLS

T here i s  a c u r io u s  d is c re p a n c y  in  th e  v ie w p o in ts  ex p re sse d  d u r in g  

t h i s  p e r io d .  The mood o f  th e  B eloe R eport was one o f  deep pessim ism  ab o u t 

th e  u se  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  modern s c h o o ls .  They c la im ed  to  " . . .  

have found much w hich caused  u s  m is g iv in g , and some f e a tu r e s  t h a t  caused  us 

g ra v e  d i s q u ie t "  ( p . 17) a rg u in g  t h a t  i f  th e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  was a llo w ed  

to  p e r s i s t ,  i t  " . . .  would e n t a i l  g rav e  d an g e rs  f o r  th e  developm ent o f 

seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  n e x t t e n  y e a rs "  ( p . 2 7 ) .  T h is  c o n t ra s te d  s t a r k l y  

w ith  th e  mood p r e v a i l in g  in  th e  sc h o o ls  th e m se lv e s  w hich la v is h e d  warm 

p r a i s e  on th e  e x a m in a tio n s . Why was i t  t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n s  w hich w ere so 

warmly welcomed by th e  sc h o o ls  w hich u sed  them  caused  th e  B eloe Comm ittee 

such  a c u te  concern?

I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  t h i s  d iv e rg e n c e  was due to  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s ta n d p o in ts

adop ted  by th e  Committee and th e  s c h o o ls .  The Comm ittee w ere a b le  to  ta k e

an o verv iew  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and in  t h i s  way th e y  were a b le  to  d e t e c t

o v e r a l l  t r e n d s  a t  th e  m acrocosm ic l e v e l  which may have been  im p e rc e p t ib le

a t  th e  m icrocosm ic l e v e l  o f  in d iv id u a l  s c h o o ls .

I t  i s  d e a r l y  o f  f i r s t  im p o rtan ce  . . .  t o  see  n o t o n ly  what th e  
p a t t e r n  i s  now b u t what i t  may be in  19^5 o r  1970 , assum ing no
a c t io n  i s  ta k e n  to  a f f e c t  th e  c o u rse  o f  developm ents . . .  f i r s t  . . .
i t  seems in e v i ta b l e  t h a t  w ith in  f i v e  . . .  y e a r s '  tim e  th e  sc h o o ls  
w i l l  a lm o st w ith o u t e x c e p tio n  be e n te r in g  th o s e  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s  
who a r e  in  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  age and a b i l i t y  ra n g e s  f o r  e x te r n a l  
e x am in a tio n s  . . .  The p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  exam ining below  th e  GCE 
l e v e l  w i l l  become in c r e a s in g ly  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  hands o f  th e
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e ig h t  e x i s t in g  r e g io n a l  and " n a t io n a l"  B odies . . .  i t  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  p rove  in c r e a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  sm a lle r  l o c a l  b o d ie s  o r  
g roups t o  rem ain  a c t i v e ,  o r f o r  new B odies to  come in to  b e in g  
w ith o u t a s s i s t a n c e .  I t  fo llo w s  t h a t  th e  e x i s t in g  B odies w i l l  
grow b o th  in  s iz e  and in f lu e n c e  . . .  T h is  in  i t s  tu r n  m ust 
in c re a s e  t h e i r  p ro b lem s, and in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  o f  keep in g  in  
c lo s e  to u c h  w ith  th e  sc h o o ls  who u se  t h e i r  ex am in a tio n s  . . .  by 
th e  end o f  th e  d e c a d e , i f  n o t b e f o r e ,  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  e x te r n a l  
exam ining  below  th e  GCE l e v e l  w i l l  have become l a r g e ly  i f  n o t 
e n t i r e l y  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  hands o f  a  l im i te d  group  o f  exam ining 
b o d ie s ,  f r e e  to  p u rsu e  t h e i r  own p o l i c i e s  w ith o u t r e f e r e n c e  to  
th e  lo n g - te rm  needs o f  th e  sc h o o ls  o r  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  system  
a s  a  w ho le , grow ing r a p id ly  and in  d an g er b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  sm a ll 
number and th e  v a s t  f i e l d  open t o  them o f  becom ing in c r e a s in g ly  
rem o te  from  th e  sc h o o ls  and th e  te a c h e r s  th e y  s e rv e ,  ( p p .19-20)

T hus, th e  B eloe R eport i d e n t i f i e d  d i s tu r b in g  o v e r a l l  t r e n d s  w hich had

h i t h e r t o  gone u n re c o g n is e d . In d e e d , many o f  th e s e  problem s w ere a t  a

n a sc e n t s ta g e  w hich m eant t h a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was f r a u g h t  w ith  problem s w hich

were p o t e n t i a l  r a t h e r  th a n  a c t u a l .

The problem  o f  backwash e f f e c t s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t .  T h is  had been 

one o f  th e  m ost " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  p roblem s a s s o c ia te d  w ith  e x te r n a l  

exam ining ( s e e ,  f o r  exam ple, th e  R eport o f  th e  S choo ls  In q u iry  Commission 

(1868 ) ,  th e  R epo rt o f  th e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  Advancement o f 

S c ie n ce  (1903) o r  th e  Spens R eport (193 9 )) and th e  B eloe Committee re g a rd e d  

i t  a s  l a t e n t  in  t h e  c irc u m sta n c e s  p r e v a i l in g  in  th e  1 9 5 0 's : " . . .  a s  th e  

numbers ta k in g  t h e i r  ex am in a tio n s  in c r e a s e  . , ,  t h e i r  s y l la b u s e s  and p a p e rs  

w i l l ,  i f  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  i s  any g u id e ,  come in c r e a s in g ly  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  

c u rr ic u lu m  and te a c h in g  in  th e  s c h o o ls "  ( p .2 0 ) .  T hus, one m igh t have 

ex p ec ted  a  renew ed o u tc ry  a g a in s t  th e  cram ping e f f e c t s  o f  ex am in a tio n s  in  

th e  1 950 ' s .  However, one o f  th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  i s  

th e  in fre q u e n c y  w ith  w hich t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  i s  m e t. F or in s ta n c e ,  M o r r is 's  

s tu d y  ( 1959 ) o f  ex am in a tio n  co u rse s  in  Birmingham modern sc h o o ls  

d em o n stra ted  th e  co m p ara tiv e  in s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  t h i s  p rob lem . M o rris  

en q u ire d  " . . .  w hether th e  Heads th o u g h t t h a t  t h e i r  s c h o o ls  were b e in g  

cramped by o f f e r in g  co u rse s  le a d in g  to  s e v e r a l  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  . . .  

About h a l f  th o u g h t t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n s  were n o t a t  a l l  cram ping; a 

q u a r te r  w ere n o n -c o m m itta l; and a q u a r te r  th o u g h t t h a t  in  some ways th e y
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v e re  cram ping" ( p . 3 7 ) .  The f a c t  t h a t  so few o f  th e  heads b e l ie v e d  t h a t  

th e  ex am in a tio n s  cramped t h e i r  s c h o o l’ s work i s  n o tew o rth y  h u t an even 

more t e l l i n g  in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  la c k  o f  concern  over t h i s  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  th e

h eads had t o  he asked  b e fo re  th e y  m en tioned  i t .  I n  com p ariso n , th e y

a c t u a l l y  " . . .  drew  a t t e n t i o n  to "  th e  to n ic  e f f e c t  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s  and 

M o rris  was s t r u c k  by th e  warmth o f  t h e i r  p r a i s e .  T h is  was t y p i c a l  o f  

w r i t in g s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d .  Most t e a c h e r s  who w ro te  ab o u t e x te r n a l  exam ina

t i o n s  sim p ly  f a i l e d  to  m en tion  t h e i r  backw ash e f f e c t s  th e re b y  in d ic a t in g  

how l i t t l e  t h i s  b o th e re d  them . Of th o s e  who d id  m en tion  i t ,  t h e i r  u s u a l  

p u rp o se  was n o t to  en d o rse  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  b u t t o  defen d  t h e i r  ex am in a tio n s  

a g a in s t  w hat th e y  re c o g n ise d  a s  a common o b je c t io n .  F or in s ta n c e ,  D e lian  

( i 960 ) co n cluded  h i s  acco u n t o f  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  in to  th e  K n o ll S chool by d e fe n d in g  them  th u s :

. . .  one can h a rd ly  a llo w  th e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  an ex am in a tio n
programme i s  e d u c a t io n a l ly  r e s t r i c t i v e  when i t  a llo w s  th e  ch o ice
o f  ( t h i r t e e n  s u b je c t s )  t o  "0" l e v e l .  ( TES. 1 0 th  J u n e , i 960 , p . 119^)

Even th o s e  who d id  acknow ledge th e  s t u l t i f y i n g  e f f e c t  o f  ex am in a tio n s  t r e a t e d

th e  s u b je c t  d is m is s iv e ly .  For exam ple, D arlow ’ s (1958) l a r g e ly  fa v o u ra b le

a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  u se  o f  ex am in a tio n s  in  h i s  sc h o o l c o n ta in e d  a  b r i e f

p a ra g ra p h  d ev o ted  to  t h e i r  backwash e f f e c t  on te a c h in g :

. . .  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  an ’ex am in a tio n  r e q u ir e m e n t’ te n d s  to  make a 
man r e g a rd  h is  c l a s s e s  as  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  a  r e g u la r  s e r i e s  o f  d o ses
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w hich m ust be a d m in is te re d  w i l ly  n i l l y  and a g a in s t
th e  c lo c k , ( p . 1125 )

But th e  problem  i s  n o t d w elt upon- in s te a d  i t  i s  r a p id ly  q u a l i f i e d :  " . . .

■when I  t r y  to  s t r i k e  a b a la n c e  betw een th e  ad v an tag es  and d is a d v a n ta g e s ,  I

am s u re  t h a t  th e  ad v an tag es  a r e  much g r e a te r "  ( p . 1 1 2 5 ). T h is  c l im a te  o f  

o p in io n  c o n t r a s t s  s t a r k l y  w ith  t h a t  p r e v a i l in g  from  th e  l 86o ’s on-ward when 

te a c h e r s  w ere in t e n s e ly  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  backwash e f f e c t s  o f  exam ina

t i o n s .  In  b o th  in s ta n c e s  th e r e  had been a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n s  and y e t  th e  r e a c t io n s  w ere q u i te  d i f f e r e n t .  Why?

Between I 868 and 1903 te a c h e r s  w ere com pla in ing  abou t a s i t u a t i o n  

w hich had p e r s i s t e d  f o r  many y e a r s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th o s e  backwash e f f e c t s
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d e te c te d  in  th e  1950 ' s  w ere a t  an in c ip ie n t  s ta g e  w here th e y  may n o t

have been  p e rc e iv e d  as  a  p roblem  by m ost t e a c h e r s .  T hus, an obv ious

so u rc e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  in  th e  speed w ith  w hich th e  problem  was a t ta c k e d

on each  o c c a s io n . The B eloe Committee ( i 960 ) a c te d  so s w i f t ly  t h a t  a

p o t e n t i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  was e l im in a te d  a lm o st b e fo re  i t  was re c o g n ise d  by

m ost e d u c a t io n i s t s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  m ost o f  th e  te a c h e r s  who c r i t i c i s e d  th e

g l u t  o f  ex am in a tio n s  a t  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  co u ld  n o t remember what

te a c h in g  had been  l i k e  b e fo re  t h e i r  in t r o d u c t io n  w hich made i t  easy  f o r

them  to  c r i t i c i s e  t h e i r  d e f i c i e n c i e s  w ith o u t a p p r e c ia t in g  t h e i r  b e n e f i t s .

C le a r ly ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  in  th e  1950*s ; th e  te a c h e r s  who

welcomed ex am in a tio n s  w ere a c u te ly  aw are o f  what m odern sc h o o ls  w ere l i k e

w ith o u t them . E x te rn a l  ex am in a tio n s  had n o t become s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l -

e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  modern sc h o o ls  f o r  t h e i r  flaw s  to  have emerged f u l l y  o r

f o r  t e a c h e r s '  m em ories o f  what l i f e  was l i k e  w ith o u t them  to  have become

b lu n te d .  Any lo s s  o f  supposed freedom , any r i g i d i t y  w hich th e  ex am in a tio n s

in t ro d u c e d ,  m ust have seemed a sm a ll p r ic e  to  pay when ex am in a tio n s

c o n fe r re d  a  sen se  o f  pu rp o se  and s e l f - e s te e m  on s c h o o ls  w hich had o r i g i n a l l y

la c k e d  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s .  The t e a c h e r s '  v ie w p o in t was d e te rm in e d  by t h e i r

p o s i t i o n ,  en tre n c h e d  in  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  th e  m odern sc h o o ls  to  a c h ie v e

p a r i t y  o f  esteem  bu t th e  B eloe Committee were d e ta c h e d , o b je c t iv e  o b s e rv e r s ,

a b le  t o  p ro v id e  a  d i s p a s s io n a te  overv iew  o f  lo n g - te rm  t r e n d s .  T hus, th e

p r a i s e  la v is h e d  upon ex am in a tio n s  in  th e  1950 ' s  m ust n o t be ta k e n  to  im ply

t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  had been  m ira c u lo u s ly  f r e e d  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro b lem s.

As Norwood (1929) had w arned;

. . .  th e  ex am in a tio n  system  i s  no f r ie n d  to  whom one can t r u s t  in  
b l in d  c o n fid e n c e ; from  i t s  f i r s t  g u is e  as  a  s e rv a n t  i t  may a t  
any moment r e v e a l  i t s e l f  a s  a h a rd  and u n sy m p a th e tic  m a s te r .

(p .208)

10 . THE BELOE REPORT'S FEARS JUSTIFIED

The B eloe R e p o r t 's  (1960) f e a r  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  would e x e r t  an
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in c r e a s in g ly  p o w erfu l in f lu e n c e  over s c h o o ls  was a l re a d y  b e in g  v in d ic a te d .  

T here was ev id en ce  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  w ere b e g in n in g  t o  dom inate  th e  

c u r r i c u l a  in  some sc h o o ls  w h ile  in  o th e rs  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  b a la n c e  was be in g  

s e v e re ly  d is r u p te d .  F or in s ta n c e ,  one te a c h e r  o b serv ed  t h a t  h i s  sch o o l 

was :

. . .  g ea re d  to  what may p a r a d o x ic a l ly  tu r n  o u t to  be an 
in iq u i to u s  in t r o d u c t io n  -  t h a t  o f  GCE f o r  seco n d ary  modern 
c h i ld r e n .  T im e ta b lin g  th e s e  25 p u p i l s  has th e  e f f e c t  o f  th ro w in g  
o u t th e  w hole o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s c h o o l,  s in c e  th e y  r e q u i r e  e x t r a  
p e r io d s  o f  s p e c i f i c  l e s s o n s ,  and th e r e f o r e  e x t r a  rooms and e x t r a  
te a c h in g  t im e . The t im e ta b le  h as  n ev e r been  in  o p e r a t io n  f o r  more 
th a n  one te rm ; s u b je c t  te a c h e r s  a re  alw ays co m pla in ing  t h a t  n o t 
enough tim e  i s  g iv e n  to  t h e i r  GCE c la s s e s  and a t te m p ts  a t  a d j u s t 
ment have to  be made. (C o rre sp o n d e n t, TES. 2 9 th  J a n . 1960 , p.l6o)

The m ain d i f f i c u l t y  u n d o u b te d ly  a ro s e  from  th e  u se  o f  GCE in  modern s c h o o ls .

T each ers  g r a d u a l ly  r e a l i s e d  t h a t ,  in  an a t te m p t to  m eet i t s  r ig o ro u s  dem ands,

th e  e d u c a t io n a l  b a la n c e  in s id e  t h e i r  sc h o o ls  was b e in g  ov erth ro w n :

How many o th e r  te a c h e r s  have e x p e rie n c e d  th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  in  
seco n d ary  modern sc h o o ls  ta k in g  GCE? I  w alked round such  a 
sc h o o l and found a l l  th o s e  te a c h e r s  who re c e iv e d  one o r  more 
hundreds o f  pounds in  s p e c ia l  a llo w an ces  w ere r e g u la r ly  ta k in g  
c la s s e s  o f  from  f iv e  -  t e n  b r ig h t  p u p i l s  w h ile  I ,  ta k in g  a non- 
GCE s u b je c t ,  was ta k in g  o v e r - s iz e  c l a s s e s  (even  up to  8 0 , in  th e  
h a l l )  o f  more backw ard p u p i l s .  S e p a ra te  s t a f f  m e e tin g s  w ere h e ld  
f o r  th e  fo rm er te a c h e r s .  ( TES. 22nd A p r i l  196 0 , p ,8 lO)

W ith h in d s ig h t ,  t h i s  developm ent i s  e n t i r e l y  p r e d ic ta b l e  s in c e  th e  h i s t o r y

o f  ex am in a tio n s  had shown t h a t  an ex am in a tio n  w hich a c t s  a s  a p a s s p o r t  to

h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  o r b e t t e r  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in d u c es  te a c h e r s  and t h e i r

p u p i l s  to  t r e a t  i t  a s  " th e  b e - a l l  and th e  e n d - a l l"  (S ch o o ls  In q u iry

Comm ission, 1868 , p . 322) o f  e d u c a tio n .

T here was ev id en ce  o f  a g ro u n d sw e ll o f  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  t h i s  am ongst

m odern sc h o o l te a c h e r s  tow ards  th e  end o f  th e  1950*s :

A young te a c h e r  . . .  com plained  b i t t e r l y  a t  a  co n fe re n c e  f o r  new 
te a c h e r s  t h a t  one man a t  h i s  sch o o l s p e n t a l l  day co ach in g  one 
p u p i l  f o r  GCE s u b je c t s ,  w h ile  he h im s e lf  to o k  38 "C" s t r e a m e rs .
Such th in g s  we know f u l l  w e ll  a r e  q u i te  common . . .  I  canno t h e lp  
th in k in g  th a t  many o f  us heads m ust have v e ry  g u i l t y  c o n sc ie n c e s  
over th e  way we ru n  our f i f t h  . . .  form  c o u rs e s .

(H e a d m is tre s s , TES. Aug. 5 th  I 960 , p . 178)

However, one head o p en ly  a d m itte d  t h a t ,  "The GCE p u p i ls  w i l l  g iv e  th e  sch o o l
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p u rp o se  and r a i s e  th e  to n e :  th e  r e s t  can g e t  on a s  b e s t  th e y  can"

( t e s . 1 2 th  F eb . I9 6 0 , p .2 T 9 ) . An i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s p e c t iv e  on t h i s  was 

p ro v id e d  by a  p u p i l  who had a t te n d e d  s e v e r a l  m odern s c h o o ls .  She 

o b serv ed  t h a t , " ’In  some o f  them  th e y  seem to  push  th e  backw ard ones back 

w ard , and th e  f r o n t  ones th e y  push fo rw a rd '" (TES, 5 th  Aug. i 960 , p . 1 7 8 ) .

T h is  rem ark  n e a t ly  c a p tu re d  th e  im balance w hich c h a r a c te r iz e d  th e  app roach  

o f  some modern s c h o o ls .  I t  was summarized by B lis h e n  ( i 960 ) a s ,  " . . .  an 

a g o n is in g  ty p e  o f war betw een th e  needs o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  and th e  needs o f  

th e  m in o r i ty "  ( TES. 1 2 th  F eb . 19&0, p . 2 7 9 ). However, t h i s  c o n c e n tra t io n  

on a  sm a ll band o f  "h ig h  f l y e r s "  was q u e s tio n e d  in c r e a s in g ly .  As one 

te a c h e r  w arned :

We a re  j u s t i f i a b l y  proud o f  o u r s u c c e s s e s ,  b u t how f a r  have th e y  
tu rn e d  us away from th e  fu n d am en ta ls?  L et u s  bew are t h a t  in  th e  
commendable d e s i r e  f o r  p r o g r e s s ,  we do n o t s a c r i f i c e  th e  m a jo r i ty  
o f  our seco n d ary  modern p u p i l s  on th e  a l t a r  o f  . . .  th e  GCE c l a s s .

(TES, 1 1 th  March 1960 , p .k 9 0 )

The v a lu e  o f  an e d u c a tio n  dom inated  by GCE was a l s o  q u e s tio n e d  b e c a u se , a s

more sc h o o ls  experim en ted  w ith  i t ,  t h e  p a ss  r a t e  was found to  be m odest :

. . .  in  1957 n e a r ly  9,000  c h i ld r e n  from  m odern sc h o o ls  a tte m p te d  
s u b je c t s  in  th e  GCE ex am in a tio n ; o f  th e s e  1 ,697  f a i l e d  to  g e t
any p a s s e s  and 5 ,500  p assed  in  t h r e e  s u b je c t s  o r  u n d e r . A l i t t l e
ov er 900 p assed  in  f iv e  s u b je c t s  and o v e r .  T here i s  a  grow ing 
f e e l in g  t h a t  th e  g a in in g  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  in  an  odd s u b je c t  o r  
two a f t e r  a p ro lo n g ed  c o u rse  i s  a w aste  o f  t im e .

( B u r d e t t ,  i 960 , p . 13)

A sch o o l s e r v i l e  to  th e  r ig o u r s  o f  GCE was th e  p r i c e  b e in g  p a id  f o r  th e

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a few 0 - L e v e ls  by a  m in o r i ty  o f  p u p i l s  and some te a c h e r s

w ere b e g in n in g  to  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r i c e  was to o  h ig h .

The GCE form s a r e  th e  Olympus to  w hich many w i l l  v a in ly  s t r i v e
b u t few  w i l l  r e a c h .  The c lim b  to w ard s i t  may le a v e  many w eary 
broken  t r a v e l l e r s  on i t s  s lo p e s ,  and w h ile  t h e i r  v iew  i s  l im i t e d  
to  th e  co n q u est o f  i t s  fo rm id a b le  c r e s t ,  th e  v iew  o f  g re e n e r  
p a s tu r e s  below  w i l l  be l o s t .  (R a p s to f f ,  i 960 , p . 98 )

T here w ere t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  ex am in a tio n  in  u se  in  modern sc h o o ls

a t  t h i s  p e r io d :  GCE; o th e r  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  below  th e  GCE l e v e l  and

i n t e r n a l  s c h o o l- le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  The B eloe R eport e v a lu a te d  a l l  t h r e e .
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By i 960 , i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  m ost sc h o o ls  w ere e x c e e d in g ly  r e l u c t a n t

t o  u se  i n t e r n a l  assessm en t p ro c e d u re s . One o f  th e  m ost s e r io u s  o b s ta c le s

to  t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  was t h e i r  s t r i c t l y  l o c a l  c u rre n c y :

. . .  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  awarded on them  a re  . . .  u n l ik e ly  to  have 
more th a n  lo c a l  c u rre n c y . The v a lu e  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  aw arded 
by a g roup  o f  s c h o o ls  i n ,  sa y , a n o r th  London borough may be 
w e ll  u n d e rs to o d  by an em ployer o r  a t e c h n ic a l  c o l le g e  p r in c i p a l  
in  t h a t  borough. But i t  may have l i t t l e  m eaning o r  v a lu e  t o  an 
em ployer o r  p r in c i p a l  in  M anchester o r  even on th e  o th e r  s id e  
o f  London; and t h i s  la c k  o f  w id er c u rre n c y  d e t r a c t s  from  i t s  
v a lu e .  (B eloe R e p o rt, 1960 , p . 12)

W hereas th e  v iew s o f  th e  B eloe Committee w ere a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  w ider

o p in io n  on many i s s u e s ,  t h i s  was a v iew  w hich was w id e ly  sh a re d :

L ike  so many o th e r  seco n d ary  modern sc h o o ls  a t  t h i s  tim e  o f  
y e a r ,  we a r e  p lo u g h in g  th ro u g h  th e  m o tions o f  a 's c h o o l  l e a v in g ' 
ex am in a tio n . These ex am in a tio n s  a r e  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  w ith  
s c ru p u lo u s  e f f ic ie n c y  and f a i r n e s s :  p u p i l s  r e v i s e  q u i te
th o ro u g h ly  and p a p e rs  o f  f a i r  d i f f i c u l t y  a r e  d e v ise d  . . .  Yet 
when a l l  th e  r e s u l t s  a r e  known and th e  p r in te d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
com p le ted , we know, and th e  c h i ld r e n  r e a l i s e  a s  w e l l ,  t h a t  th e  
p ie c e  o f  p ap er i s  r e a l l y  w o r th le s s ,  ex ce p t p e rh ap s  w ith in  th e
sm a ll e n v iro n s  o f  th e  l o c a l  tow n.

(M urray, TES. 8t h  J u ly  i 960 , p . 59)

T h is  l e t t e r  prom pted a number o f  re sp o n se s  and n o t one o f  th o s e  p r in te d  

defen d ed  i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a g a in s t  t h i s  c h a rg e . One h e a d te a c h e r  claim ed 

t h a t , " . . .  no sc h o o l le a v in g  ex am in a tio n  . . .  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  by th e  i n t e r n a l  

s t a f f  w i l l  ev e r demand p u b lic  r e s p e c t  l i k e  an  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  does "

(Ansom S m ith , TES, 22nd J u ly  i 960 , p . l 2 0 ) .  T h is  r e s e r v a t io n  ab o u t th e  

v a lu e  o f  i n t e r n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  was echoed many tim e s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  

th e  p e r io d :

The w eakness h e re  i s  a l l  to o  c l e a r  -  th e  ex am in a tio n  and 
c e r t i f i c a t e  have no more v a l i d i t y  th a n  th e  o rd in a ry  sc h o o l 
ex am in a tio n  and r e p o r t ,  and b ecau se  th e y  can n o t be r e l a t e d  to  an
e x te r n a l  s ta n d a rd ,  w i l l  have l i t t l e  p r e s t i g e .

( B u rd e t t ,  i 960 , p . 13)

Even th o s e  te a c h e r s  who welcomed th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  i n t e r n a l  schemes 

in  t h e i r  own sc h o o ls  re c o g n ise d  t h i s  as  a m ajo r draw back. For in s ta n c e ,

Darlow (1 9 5 8 ), a lth o u g h  p le a se d  by th e  to n ic  e f f e c t  o f  th e  "G o v e rn o rs ' 

C e r t i f i c a t e "  in  h i s  s c h o o l, conceded t h a t :  " . . .  i t  i s  n o t a p e r f e c t
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in s tru m e n t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  s ta n d a rd s  w hich p e rm it a 'p a s s '  . . .  a r e  no t

n e c e s s a r i ly  a c c e p ta b le  t o  anybody e l s e .  P eo p le  l o c a l l y  . . .  may a c c e p t

i t s  s ta n d a r d s ,  some p e o p le  o n ly  as  'b e t t e r  th a n  n o th in g ' ’’ ( p . 1 1 2 5 ). The

B eloe R eport found t h a t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  was p a r t  o f  " . . .  a s tro n g  and

grow ing d e s i r e ,  b o th  am ongst te a c h e r s  and am ongst p a re n ts  whose c h i ld r e n  a r e

th o u g h t t o  be u n s u i te d  t o  a tte m p t th e  GCE e x a m in a tio n , to  e n te r  them f o r

some o th e r  ex am in a tio n  w ith  w ider th a n  l o c a l  c u r re n c y ."  ( p . 1 9 ) .  P u b lic

o p in io n  fav o u red  e x te r n a l  exam ining r e g a rd in g  i t  a s  th e  sa fe g u a rd  o f

a c c e p ta b le ,  r e c o g n is a b le  s ta n d a rd s .  F u rth e rm o re , a su rv ey  u n d e rta k e n

d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  su g g e s te d  t h a t  i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere a t  v a r ia n c e

w ith  th e  p r e v a i l in g  so c io -econom ic  c l im a te :

In  g e n e r a l ,  th e  s m a lle r  th e  u rb a n  a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  more a c c e p ta b le  
i t  f in d s  p u re ly  l o c a l  e x am in a tio n  . . .  th e  m edium -sized  ones have 
ta k e n  an  in te rm e d ia te  p o s i t i o n ;  w h ile  th e  la r g e  c i t i e s  (sa y  
U00,000 and o v e r) have g e n e r a l ly  fav o u red  an ex am in a tio n  o f 
r e g io n a l  o r  n a t io n a l  s ta n d in g  . . .  th e  la r g e  c i t i e s  a re  m ost 
l i k e l y  t o  be a d v e rs e ly  a f f e c t e d  by th e  M in i s t r y 's  p o l ic y  on 
e x am in a tio n s  . . .  f o r  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  more dep en d en t upon 
an  im p e rso n a l system  o f  r e c ru i tm e n t  a c c o rd in g  to  a b i l i t y .

(M o rr is , 1959, p . 1036)

T h is  s tu d y  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  w h ile  i n t e r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  m igh t o p e ra te

s u c c e s s f u l ly  u n d er c e r t a i n  fa v o u ra b le  c o n d i t io n s ,  th e y  w ere n o t a p p l ic a b le

on a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  a g a in  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  la c k  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l is m  im p l i c i t

in  th e  SSEC's 19^7 p r o v is io n s .  T here w ere , in  f a c t ,  s e v e r a l  f o r c e s  a t

work in  s o c ie ty  w hich underm ined th e  SSEC's a t te m p t to  make exam ining an

in c r e a s in g ly  i n t e r n a l  a c t i v i t y .  T here  was an ev e r-w id e n in g  demand fo r

p ap e r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w hich was f i l t e r i n g  down from  p r o f e s s io n a l  and w h ite

c o l l a r  o c c u p a tio n s  to  b lu e  c o l l a r  w ork. T h is  combined w ith  th e  grow th  o f

l a r g e  tow ns and c i t i e s  and an a c c e le r a te d  r a t e  o f  m o b i l i ty  to  make i n t e r n a l

le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  w ith  t h e i r  l im i t e d  l o c a l  c u r re n c y , im p ra c t ic a b le .

The B eloe Com m ittee were a l s o  opposed to  them  on th e  g rounds t h a t  m ost

w ere d e s ig n e d  to  be ta k e n  a t  th e  end o f  a fo u r  y e a r  c o u rse  w hich , th e y

b e l ie v e d ,  was d e t r im e n ta l  to  p ro g re s s  in  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n :

. . .  th e  developm ent o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  in  t h i s  c o u n try  has 
now re a c h e d  a p o in t  a t  w hich e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  ta k e n  . . .  a t
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t h e  end o f  a fo u r  y e a r  c o u rse  o f  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n , a r e
in a p p r o p r ia te ,  and . . .  any f u r th e r  e x te n s io n  o f  t h e i r  u se  would
te n d  to  h in d e r  r a t h e r  th a n  to  prom ote e d u c a t io n a l  advance , ( p . 29)

T h is  was a v iew  w hich many te a c h e r s  s t r o n g ly  opposed b e l ie v in g  t h a t  fo u r

y e a r  e x am in a tio n  c o u rse s  prom oted r a th e r  th a n  h in d e re d  p ro g re s s .  As

Moss ( i 960 ) a rg u ed : " Im p o rta n t though  p e rsu a d in g  c h i ld r e n  to  s ta y  f o r  a

f i f t h  y e a r  i s ,  th e  u rg e n t im m ediate need i s  to  g e t  c h i ld r e n  to  com plete

t h e i r  f o u r th  y e a r  " (TES, 2 8 th  O ct. i 960 , p . 5 7 ^ ). I t  was c la im e d  t h a t

n o t o n ly  d id  th e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  tem pt many who would have l e f t  a s  soon as

th e y  re a c h e d  f i f t e e n  t o  com plete  t h e i r  f o u r th  y e a r  b u t t h a t  su c c e ss  a t  t h i s

s ta g e  encouraged  p u p i l s  to  embark on a f i f t h  y e a r  c o u rse :

. . .  c h i ld r e n  each  y e a r  d e c id e ,  b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  su c c e ss  in  th e  
l o c a l  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  to  u n d e r ta k e  a f i f t h  y e a r 's  work -  and what 
i s  p e rh ap s  more p e r t i n e n t ,  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  a r e  p e rsu ad ed  th e re b y
to  a llo w  them to  do so . ( C u t t s ,  TES. 2 8 th  O ct. i 960 , p . 57^)

Once a g a in  th e  d is c re p a n c y  betw een th e  C om m ittee 's  v ie w p o in t and t h a t

o f  p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  a p p e a rs  t o  have been  due to  th e  Comm ittee ta k in g  an

o b je c t iv e  o verv iew  o f  lo n g - te rm  t r e n d s .  One o f  th e  m ost p e rn ic io u s

f e a tu r e s  o f  exam ining p r io r  to  1917 had been th e  te n d e n c y  to  over-ex am in e

p u p i ls  and th e  Committee saw t h i s  a s  l a t e n t  in  th e  e x i s t in g  s i t u a t i o n :

. . .  w here f o u r th  y e a r  ex am in a tio n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a lo n g s id e  a 
f i f t h  y e a r  e x a m in a tio n , th e r e  i s  alw ays a d a n g e r ,  as  was found 
to  be th e  c a se  b e fo re  th e  o ld  " Ju n io r  C e r t i f i c a t e "  ex am in a tio n  
was g iv e n  u p , t h a t  p u p i l s  w i l l  be e n te re d  f o r  one a f t e r  th e  
o th e r  and th u s  s u b je c te d  to  e x c e ss iv e  exam in ing , ( p . 2 9 )

The Comm ittee re g a rd e d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l ic y  on ex am in a tio n s

in  modern sc h o o ls  as  l i k e l y  t o  a c c e le r a te  t h i s  te n d en cy  an d , in  a s o c ie ty

w hich r e l i e d  in c r e a s in g ly  on p ap er q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  th e  te m p ta t io n  to

accu m u la te  a s  many c e r t i f i c a t e s  as  p o s s ib le  was l i k e l y  to  become

i r r e s i s t i b l e .  E v idence from  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  p e r io d  s u g g e s ts  t h a t

th e s e  f e a r s  w ere n o t un founded . For in s ta n c e ,  one h e a d te a c h e r  d e s c r ib e d  how:

I  have now fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  u sed  s u c c e s s f u l ly  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  
ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  C o lleg e  o f  P re c e p t o ra  f o r  my f o u r th - y e a r  boys 
. . .  A f te r  o b ta in in g  th e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  many boys t h r i l l e d  w ith  
t h e i r  f i r s t  e d u c a tio n a l  su c c e ss  e l e c t  to  r e t u r n  f o r  a f i f t h  y e a r  
and even a s ix th  y e a r .  We th e n  t r a i n  and e n te r  them  fo r  th e  
s e n io r  ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  C o lleg e  o f  P re c e p to r s  and f o r  GCE (O) 
l e v e l .  (Ansom S m ith , TES. 22nd J u ly  i 960 , p . l2 0 )
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A nother head t r e a t e d  f o u r th  y e a r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  as  a " . . .  u s e f u l  ha lfw ay  

t e s t  f o r  c h i ld r e n  g o in g  on t o  GCE in  th e  f i f t h  y e a r"  (TES. 2 8 th  O ct. 

i 960 , p . 5 7 ^ ). From th e  t e a c h e r s '  p o in t  o f  v iew , th e  p o w erfu l to n ic  

e f f e c t  o f  th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  was c lo a k in g  th e  u n d e r ly in g  te n d en cy  

tow ards e x c e s s iv e  exam ining o f  p u p i l s  d u r in g  t h e i r  f i n a l  y e a rs  o f  s c h o o l

in g . Once a g a in  th e  p roblem  a p p e a rs  to  have been a t  an i n c ip i e n t  s ta g e  

where te a c h e r s  were more l i k e l y  t o  re g a rd  r e p e a te d  ex am in a tio n  e n t r i e s  as 

a boon. F o r in s ta n c e ,  D arlow  (1958) p ro u d ly  d e s c r ib e d  how, "A cro p  o f  

s u b s id ia r y  ex am in a tio n s  has sp rung  u p , fo llo w in g  th e  s tim u lu s  o f  our own 

i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n "  ( p . 1126 ) ,  c l e a r l y  re g a rd in g  t h i s  " s e l f - p r o p a g a t io n "  

a s  an  a s s e t .

A f i n a l  re a s o n  why th e  B eloe Committee d i s l i k e d  i n t e r n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s

was t h a t  th e y  la c k e d  th e  p u b l ic  es teem , and co n seq u en t power to  m o tiv a te

p u p i l s ,  w hich e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  p o s se s s e d :

. . .  i t  woyld seem t h a t  th e  ( to n ic )  e f f e c t s  w hich have been 
d e s c r ib e d  stem  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s  
a r e  to  some d e g re e  re g a rd e d  . . .  by em p lo y ers , t e c h n ic a l  c o l le g e  
p r in c i p a l s  and o th e r s  who u se  them , a s  h av in g  e x te r n a l  v a l i d i t y  
. . .  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l ic y  o f  th e  M in is te r  (h o ld s )  t h a t  a system  o f  
ex am in a tio n s  f o r  modern sc h o o ls  co u ld  be made e f f e c t iv e  w ith o u t 
in tro d u c in g  an e lem en t o f  e x t e r n a l i t y .  We w ish  to  s t a t e  our 
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c lo s e  c o n n e c tio n , w hich i s  l i a b l e  to  
become s t i l l  c lo s e r  a s  th e  p u p i l 's  age  in c r e a s e s ,  betw een th e  
to n ic  e f f e c t s  o f  such  ex am in a tio n s  and t h e i r  e x t e r n a l i t y ,  ( p . 23)

12. THE BELOE REPORT ON GCE AND NON-GCE EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

S in ce  th e  B eloe Com m ittee had ex p re sse d  a  s tro n g  p re fe re n c e  fo r  

e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s , i t  i s  te m p tin g  to  assum e t h a t  th e y  would have 

welcomed th e  in c re a s in g  u se  o f  GCE in  modern s c h o o ls .  The B eloe Committee 

w ere , in  f a c t ,  d e e p ly  d is tu r b e d  by th e  a c c e le r a t in g  u se  o f  GCE, b e l ie v in g  

th a t  i t s  r ig o ro u s  academ ic ap p ro ach  was i l l - s u i t e d  to  th e  needs o f  m ost 

modern sc h o o l p u p i l s .  S in ce  th e y  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e s e  p u p i l s  r e q u ir e d  an 

e d u c a tio n  w hich was fu n d a m e n ta lly  d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  p ro v id ed  by grammar 

s c h o o ls ,  th e y  n a t u r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  modern sc h o o ls  sho u ld
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a l s o  be e s ,s e n t ia l ly  d i f f e r e n t  in  c h a r a c te r  and s t y l e  from  GCE. I t  was

f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  th e y  r e j e c t e d  th e  f r e q u e n t  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  th e  p ass

l e v e l  in  GCE sh o u ld  be low ered  o r t h a t  th e  GCE B oards sho u ld  d e v is e  a new

ex am in a tio n  a t  a low er l e v e l  in  a d d i t io n  to  0 -L e v e l:

. . .  what i s  w anted i s  n o t an ex am in a tio n  w hich sim p ly  re p ro d u c e s  
th e  GCE p a t t e r n  a t  a  low er l e v e l ,  b u t an ex am in a tio n  w ith  a 
d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c te r  and aim s . . .  ( i t )  sh o u ld  be s p e c ia l ly  
d e s ig n e d  to  s u i t  th e  needs and i n t e r e s t s  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  
a b i l i t y  r a n g e , ( p p .30-31)

They w ere e q u a l ly  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  m ost o f  th e  non-GCE e x te r n a l  

ex a m in a tio n s . A f e a tu r e  w hich caused  them  "g rav e  d i s q u ie t "  ( p . 17) was 

t h a t  " . . .  w ith  one o r  two e x c e p tio n s ,  th e  ex am in a tio n s  la c k  a d i s t i n c t i v e  

aim o f  t h e i r  own; t h a t  th o s e  p la n n in g  them  seem f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  to  have 

been  c o n te n t  to  bo rrow , a t  a  low er l e v e l  and w ith  more r e s t r i c t e d  

s y l la b u s e s ,  from  th e  GCE p a t t e r n ,  o r t h a t  o f  th e  o ld  Schoo l C e r t i f i c a t e "

( p . 1 7 ) .  T h is  f u r t h e r  underm ined th e  a t te m p ts  o f  modern sc h o o ls  to  

e s t a b l i s h  a  s e p a r a te  i d e n t i t y  and encouraged  t h e i r  a p in g  o f  grammar sc h o o l 

c u r r i c u l a .  T hus, one o f  th e  m ost dam aging e f f e c t s  o f  th e s e  "w atered-dow n" 

v e r s io n s  o f  GCE i s  t h a t  th e y  n u r tu re d  th e  te n d en cy  o f  modern sc h o o ls  to  

fu n c t io n  a s  p a le  im i ta t io n s  o f  grammar s c h o o ls .

The B eloe Comm ittee a l s o  c a l le d  th e  p ro f e s s io n a l i s m  o f  th e s e  b o ard s  

in to  q u e s tio n :

. . .  th e  m ark ing  a rran g em en ts  seemed to  be f a r  from  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

. . .  m ark ing  was d e c id e d ly  uneven ; d e t a i l e d  m ark schemes o f te n  
ap p ea red  to  be la c k in g ,  and m o d e ra tin g  a rran g em en ts  t o  be 
d e f e c t iv e .  M oreover, th e  m arking  seemed to  be undu ly  l e n i e n t  . . .  
we to o  o f te n  had th e  im p re ss io n  t h a t  th e  s ta n d a rd  im p lie d  by a 
q u e s tio n  was d e n ie d  by th e  le n ie n c y  o f  th e  m ark in g , ( p . 17)

C le a r ly ,  many o f  th e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  la c k e d  th e  n e c e s s a ry  e x p e r t i s e  and th e

atm osphere  o f  in te n s e  c o m p e tit io n  w hich e x i s te d  betw een them  p re v e n te d  th e

k ind  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  exchange w hich m igh t have im proved th e  q u a l i ty  o f

t h e i r  work:

. . .  b ecau se  o f  th e  p re s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  o r  la c k  o f  them , betw een 
th e  d i f f e r e n t  b o d ie s ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  ev id en ce  o f  in te rc h a n g e  and 
d i s c u s s io n  betw een them  such  as  m igh t encourage th e  d is s e m in a t io n  
o f  u s e f u l  id e a s  and e x p e r ie n c e , ( p . 1 9 )
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These d e f i c i e n c i e s  w ere compounded hy th e  in d i f f e r e n c e  w hich many o f  th e s e  

h o a rd s  d is p la y e d  to w ard s r e s e a r c h  d e s ig n e d  to  im prove a ssessm en t te c h n iq u e s  

and t o  developm ents in  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t s :  "We found

l i t t l e  ev id en ce  t h a t  th e  Exam ining B odies were pay in g  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  to  

r e s e a r c h  and to  ex p erim en ts  in  new te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining a p p r o p r ia te  to  

chang ing  m ethods in  th e  s c h o o ls ,"  ( p . 1 9 )

Lack o f  c o -o p e ra t io n  h as  a l s o  been  a " p e r s i s t e n t l y  p e r e n n ia l"  problem  

in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  exam ining e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  p e r io d s  when th e  governm ent 

has  ad o p ted  a n o n - in t e r v e n t i o n i s t  p o l i c y ,  th e re b y  en co u rag in g  exam ining 

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  a c t  as  f r e e  and r i v a l  a g e n ts .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  th e  O xford and 

Cam bridge " lo c a l s "  w ere so c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  in  aim and p u rp o se  t h a t  th e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  w ere e x h o rte d  t o  c o -o p e ra te  in  t h e i r  co n d u c t. However, th e  

S choo ls  In q u iry  Commission ( 1868 ) r e p o r te d  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f ,  "R epeated  

a t te m p ts  . . .  to  b r in g  abou t a  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t i e s  . . .  th e  

ex am in a tio n s  a r e  s t i l l  q u i t e  in d e p en d en t o f  each  o th e r  " ( p . 335).

A no ther problem  o f  lo n g  s ta n d in g  was th e  backwash e f f e c t s  o f  e x te r n a l

e x a m in a tio n s . T h e ir  s t u l t i f y i n g  e f f e c t  on te a c h in g  was as  much a s u b je c t

o f  co n ce rn  in  I 960 a s  i t  had been  in  th e  l 86o 's :

. . .  th e  s y l la b u s e s  a r e  narrow  . . .  (and) th e  q u e s tio n s  s e t  a re  
to o  p red o m in an tly  o f  a  k in d  t h a t  c a l l  o n ly  f o r  m em orised f a c t s  
and o p in io n s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  e l i c i t i n g  th e  p u p i l ’ s i n t e r e s t ,  
im a g in a tio n  o r comment from  d i r e c t  e x p e r ie n c e . W hile we a c c e p t 
t h a t  a t  t h i s  . . .  l e v e l  a t e s t i n g  o f  th e  c a n d id a te ’ s f a c t u a l  
knowledge i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  we b e l ie v e  t h a t  an ex am in a tio n  w hich does 
no more th a n  t h a t  i s  in a d e q u a te  to  i t s  p u rp o se  and d ead en in g  in  
i t s  e f f e c t  on te a c h in g ,  ( p . 1 7 )

In  th e  lo n g  te rm , th e  p o s i t i o n  was a d angerous one. Not o n ly  were 

many o f  th e s e  b o a rd s  la c k in g  in  th e  fu n d am en ta l s k i l l s  n e c e s s a ry  to  conduct 

p u b lic  e x a m in a tio n s , t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  a s s im i la t e  advances in  th e  f i e l d  o f  

a sse ssm en t o r to  keep a b r e a s t  o f  developm ents in  in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t  

id e o lo g ie s  would make them in c r e a s in g ly  u n s a t i s f a c to r y .  The B eloe 

C om m ittee 's  o u tlo o k  was g lo o m -lad en . In  th e  ab sen ce  o f  r a d i c a l  ch an g es, 

th e y  p r e d ic te d  t h a t  more and more sc h o o ls  would mount th e  " e x a m in a tio n s '
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bandwagon" p la c in g  th e  ex am in a tio n s  in  a p o w erfu l p o s i t i o n  w here t h e i r

d e f e c t s  co u ld  be more w id e ly  p e r p e t r a te d :

. . .  exam ining  below  th e  GCE l e v e l  w i l l  become in c r e a s in g ly  
c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  hands o f  th e  e ig h t  e x i s t in g  r e g io n a l  and 
" n a t io n a l"  B od ies . . .  I t  fo llo w s  t h a t  th e  e x i s t in g  B odies w i l l  
grow in  b o th  s i z e  and i n f l u e n c e . . .  T h is  in  i t s  t u r n  m ust 
in c re a s e  t h e i r  p ro b lem s, and in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  o f  k eep in g  in  
c lo s e  to u c h  w ith  th e  sc h o o ls  who u se  t h e i r  ex am in a tio n s  . . .  t h e i r  
s y l la b u s e s  and p a p e rs  w i l l ,  i f  e a r l i e r  h i s to r y  i s  any g u id e , come 
in c r e a s in g ly  t o  in f lu e n c e  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  and te a c h in g  in  th e  
s c h o o ls .  T hus, by th e  end o f  th e  d e c a d e , i f  n o t b e f o r e ,  th e  
b u s in e s s  o f  e x t e r n a l  exam ining below  th e  GCE l e v e l  w i l l  have 
become l a r g e ly  i f  n o t e n t i r e l y  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  hands o f  a 
l im i te d  group  o f  exam ining b o d ie s ,  f r e e  to  p u rsu e  t h e i r  own 
p o l i c i e s  w ith o u t r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  lo n g - te rm  needs o f  th e  sc h o o ls  
o r o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  system  as  a w ho le , ( p p .19 - 2 0 )

A f i n a l  problem  n o te d  by th e  B eloe Comm ittee was t h a t  s in c e  each  

a u th o r i ty  was f r e e  to  d e te rm in e  th e  scope and s ta n d a rd s  o f  i t s  own exam ina

t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was a  b e w ild e r in g  v a r i e t y  o f  re q u ire m e n ts .  One com m entator 

d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  a s ," A  v e r i t a b l e  ju n g le  o f  ex am in a tio n s"  (H olm es, 1961 , p . 51) 

w h ile  a n o th e r  o b serv ed  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  had " . . .  snow balled  in to  a v a s t  

d is o rd e re d  p r a c t i c e "  ( TES. Uth Nov. 19&0, p . 6l l ) .  T h is  s e r io u s ly  u n d e r

mined t h e i r  u s e fu ln e s s  t o  em ployers who w ere co n fu sed  by th e  ra n g e  and l e v e l s  

o f  a t ta in m e n t im p lie d  by d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l- le a v in g  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  One member 

o f  th e  B e lo e  Comm ittee o b se rv ed  t h a t :

We . . .  met r e p e a te d ly  th e  demand fo r  c l e a r  and e a s i l y  u n d e rs to o d  
ev id en ce  by em ployers and th e  in c r e a s in g  need fo r  q u a l i fy in g  
c r e d e n t i a l s  f o r  s c h o o l l e a v e r s .  ( J o u rn a l  o f  th e  AAM, 1961 , p . 62 )

More r e c e n t ly ,  em ployers have found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  g ra s p  th e  m eaning o f

th e  tw o - t i e r  GCE/CSE system  ( s e e  Freedm an, I 981 ) .  S in ce  t h i s  s t r e a m - l in e d

system  has  been a so u rce  o f  much m isu n d e rs ta n d in g , th e  medley w hich p reced ed

i t  i s  l i k e l y  to  have caused  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  had i t  been a llo w ed  to

p e r s i s t .

The B eloe Committee con c lu d ed  t h a t  th e  e x i s t in g  s i t u a t i o n  was 

u n a c c e p ta b le ,  t h a t  th e  ra n g e  o f  ex am in a tio n s  in  u se  sh o u ld  be e l im in a te d  and 

t h e i r  p la c e  ta k e n  by a s in g le  new ex am in a tio n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s ig n e d  f o r  u se  

by modern s c h o o ls .  The C om m ittee 's  demand f o r  f a r - r e a c h in g  re fo rm  i s  easy
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t o  u n d e rs ta n d  once i t  i s  a p p re c ia te d  t h a t  i t  was n o t j u s t  i s o l a t e d  

e x am in a tio n s  w hich gave them  cau se  fo r  co n ce rn  h u t th e  w hole spectrum  o f  

ex am in a tio n s  c u r r e n t ly  in  u se  in  modern s c h o o ls .

13. CSE : A NEW CONCEPT OF EXAMINING

S in c e  th e  B eloe Comm ittee w ere so c r i t i c a l  o f  a l l  e x i s t in g  exam ina

t i o n s ,  i t  i s  somewhat s u r p r i s in g  t o  f in d  th a n  recommending th e  c r e a t io n  o f  

y e t  a n o th e r  ex a m in a tio n . However, t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  CSE sho u ld  n o t 

become j u s t  a n o th e r  ex a m in a tio n . The im p o rtan ce  o f  CSE was t h a t  i t  was 

d e s ig n e d  to  be q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from  any o th e r  e x a m in a tio n . In  t h i s ,  th e  

B eloe R eport r e p r e s e n te d  an  im p o rta n t s h i f t  in  a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s  exam ining, 

W hereas up u n t i l  th e  1930 ' s ,  th e  p r e v a i l in g  mood had been one o f  g r e a t  

op tim ism  abou t th e  p o t e n t i a l  good to  be d e r iv e d  from  a re fo rm ed  system  o f  

exam in ing , in  th e  1 9 3 0 's t h i s  was re p la c e d  by c y n ic ism . E d u c a t io n is t s  

in c r e a s in g ly  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  d e f e c t s  w ere n o t s im ply  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  ex am in a tio n s  w hich cou ld  be overcom e by ju d ic io u s  re fo rm  b u t 

were in h e re n t  in  th e  v e ry  p ro c e s s  o f  exam in ing . T h is  le d  t o  a r e a c t io n  

a g a in s t  ex am in a tio n s  w hich c u lm in a te d  in  th e  Norwood R eport (1 9 ^ 3 ) .

However, by i 960 th e  mood had changed a g a in  and th e  B eloe R eport d is p la y e d  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i t h  in  th e  good to  be d e r iv e d  from  a r e v is e d  system :

. . .  i t  i s  our c o n s id e re d  v iew  t h a t  many o f  th e  d e f e c ts  and
dan g ers  we found in  th e  e x i s t in g  ex am in a tio n s  a r i s e  n o t from 
th e  i n t r i n s i c  n a tu re  o f  ex am in a tio n s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  b u t from  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  in  w hich th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  have grown 
up . . .  We a r e  co n v in ced  t h a t ,  i f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  a re  
f u l f i l l e d ,  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  can  make a c o n s t r u c t iv e  c o n t r i 
b u tio n  to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p ro c e s s  a t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  ( p p .27- 2 8 )

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  aw areness o f  a l l  t h e  p roblem s a s s o c ia te d  w ith  exam in ing ,

th e  B eloe Committee w ere c o n f id e n t  t h a t  th e y  co u ld  d e v is e  an ex am in a tio n

which was c a p a b le  o f  overcom ing th e s e  o b s ta c le s .

The d e c is io n  to  in t ro d u c e  th e  ex am in a tio n  was ta k e n  w ith  a f u l l  
aw areness o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  -  b o th  good 
and bad; th e  hope was t h a t  i t  would be p o s s ib le  to  d ev e lo p  an 
exam ining system  t h a t  would encou rage  th e  good and av o id  th e  bad.
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The s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  l i e s  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
in  i t s  p re se n c e  a s  y e t  a n o th e r  ex am in a tio n  w hich w i l l  
a g g ra v a te  th e  problem  p re s e n te d  by th e  hsLrmful e f f e c t s  o f  
e x a m in a tio n s , b u t a s  an a t t a n p t  to  s o lv e  i t .  (W halley , 19&9, p . 7)

I t  i s  in  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  CSE sh o u ld  be ju d g ed  and one o f  th e  m ain aims o f

t h i s  e n q u iry  i s  t o  d e te rm in e  how s u c c e s s fu l  CSE has been  in  a c h ie v in g  t h i s

g o a l  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  E n g lis h . I t  i s  a q u e s tio n  w hich i s  e s p e c i a l l y

p e r t i n e n t  t o  E n g lis h  s in c e  E n g l is h ,  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  i s  a t  v a r ia n c e

w ith  th e  "o n e -sh o t"  s t y l e  o f  exam in ing .

E n g lish  i s  p r im a r i ly  concerned  w ith  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  h ig h ly  

s u b je c t iv e .  I t  aim s to  f o s t e r  th e  developm ent o f  p e r s o n a l  m a tu r i ty  and i t  

v a lu e s  th e  u n iq u e n e ss  o f  im a g in a t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e . Such em phases a re  

in c o m p a tib le  w ith  e x te r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  w hich depend f o r  t h e i r  e f f ic a c y  on 

t e s t  item s w hich can be m arked w ith  a h ig h  l e v e l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  i . e .  item s 

w hich a r e  o b je c t iv e ,  f a c t u a l ,  q u a n t i f i a b l e .  T hus, E n g lis h  p ro v id ed  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  c h a l le n g e  to  CSE t o  c r e a te  a more v a l id  ex am in a tio n  and t h i s  

s tu d y  w i l l  a t te m p t to  e v a lu a te  how f a r  CSE h as  succeeded  in  a c h ie v in g  t h i s  

end.

One o f  th e  p rim e o b je c t iv e s  o f  CSE was to  overcom e th e  do m in a tio n  o f  

sc h o o ls  by e x a m in a tio n s , to  make ex am in a tio n s  f l e x i b l e  and accom m odating so 

t h a t  th e y  m igh t resp o n d  s e n s i t i v e l y  to  needs in  s c h o o ls .  S e v e ra l n o v e l 

f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h i s  d evelopm en t. F i r s t l y ,  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  was a new ex am in a tio n  sh o u ld  n o t be o v e rlo o k e d . M oreover, i t  was 

n o t new in  th e  way t h a t  GCE had" been a new ex a m in a tio n , grow ing o u t o f  i t s  

p re d e c e s s o r  and h e a v i ly  in f lu e n c e d  by i t .  CSE was a c o m p le te ly  new exam ina

t i o n ,  u n f e t t e r e d  by v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  and e s ta b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e s ,  and t h i s  

m eant t h a t ,  "E very  d e t a i l  o f  i t s  system  had to  be p la n n e d , and th e  p la n n in g  

was h e lp e d  b ecau se  a g a in  u n l ik e  GCE, th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  would n o t be th e  m ain 

e n try  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and p r o f e s s io n a l  b o d ie s"  (W halley , 

1969 , p . 7 ) .  These were f a c t o r s  o f  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  in  p ro v id in g  CSE w ith  

th e  freedom  to  experim en t and in n o v a te .
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The ex am in a tio n  in c o rp o ra te d  in n o v a tio n s  w hich were d e s ig n e d  to  

en su re  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t e d  and com plemented c u r r i c u la  r a th e r  th a n  d i c t a t i n g  

them . F i r s t l y ,  th e  d e c i s io n  t o  o f f e r  th r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  modes o f  exam ina

t i o n  p ro v id e d  th e  sc h o o ls  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  freedom  in  ch oosing  t h e i r  

m ethod o f  a sse ssm e n t:

The sc h o o ls  a r e  th u s  o f f e r e d  c o n s id e ra b le  freedom  o f  ch o ic e  in  
d e c id in g  how b e s t  t o  a d ap t th e  ex am in a tio n  to  th e  needs o f  th e  
p u p i l s .  I t  w i l l  be th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  them 
s e lv e s  to  e n su re  t h a t  w hat i s  exam ined i s  what th e y  want to  
te a c h ;  th e y  w i l l  n o t be o b lig e d  t o  te a c h  what someone e l s e  has 
d e c id e d  t o  exam ine. ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 . 19^3 , pp .U -5)

In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a f fo rd e d  by th r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m odes, th e  

l e v e l  o f  te a c h e r  inv o lv em en t en v isag ed  was a n o th e r  c r u c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  

new ex am in a tio n : " E f f e c t iv e  te a c h e r  c o n t ro l  o f  s y l la b u s  c o n te n t ,  exam ina

t i o n  p a p e rs  and exam ining  te c h n iq u e s  i s  th e  ro c k  on w hich th e  CSE system  

w i l l  s ta n d "  (E x am inations B u l l e t i n  1 , 1963, p . 3 ) .  S in ce  th e  sh e e r  s iz e  o f  

a n a t io n a l  ex am in a tio n  te n d s  to  d iv o rc e  i t  from  th e  te a c h e r s  who u se  i t ,

CSE was made a r e g io n a l  e x am in a tio n  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  p r a c t i s in g  te a c h e r  

m igh t make h i s  v o ic e  h e a rd :

The te a c h e r s  in  th e  sch o o ls  u s in g  th e  ex am in a tio n s  m ust have a 
m ajo r r o le  in  o p e ra t in g  them . . .  T h is  means t h a t  th e  Exam ining 
B odies m ust be n e i th e r  so la r g e  t h a t  t h e i r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
o f f i c e s  become, g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  and in  o th e r  ways, rem ote  from  
th e  sc h o o ls  no r so sm a ll in  number o f  c a n d id a te s  . . .  t h a t  th e y
f a l l  u n d er th e  more o r  l e s s  e x c lu s iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  a s in g le  l o c a l
e d u c a tio n  a u t h o r i t y .  (B eloe  R e p o rt, i 960 , p p .31-32)

A ll  o f  t h i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  ex p erim en ts  w ith  n o v e l te c h n iq u e s  o f  

exam ining w hich w ere s t r o n g ly  recommended by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 ( 1963 )

w hich a t ta c h e d ,  " . . .  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  to  th e  developm ent . . .  o f  new

te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining" ( p . 6 ) and u rg e d , " . . .  a f r e s h ,  ind eed  a 

c o u ra g e o u sly  f r e s h ,  app ro ach  t o  te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining" ( p . 2 6 ) .

CSE re p re s e n te d  th e  m ost f a r - r e a c h in g  r e v o lu t io n  in  exam ining t h a t  t h i s  

c o u n try  has ev e r se e n . However, more th a n  a decade has  p a sse d  s in c e  t h i s  

g r e a t  experim en t was lau n ch ed  and a s  Dixon o b serv ed  in  1977 : " U n fo r tu n a te ly

no a u t h o r i t a t i v e  su rv ey  has  y e t  been a tte m p te d  o f  th e  ach iev em en ts  and
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le s s o n s  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  w ork" ( p . 8 ) .  The p r e s e n t  en q u iry  i s  an  a t te m p t 

to  e v a lu a te  some o f  th e s e  "ach ievem en ts  and le s s o n s "  in  th e  f i e l d  o f 

E n g lis h .
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CHAPTER THREE

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

A. INTRODUCTION

1 . THE RATIONALE FOR THIS INVESTIGATION

D ixon (19TT) e v a lu a te d  th e  ach ievem en ts  o f  CSE th u s :

F in a l ly ,  I  b e l ie v e  th e  m ain new c o n t r ib u t io n  from  th e  
experim en t o f  th e  l a s t  decade w i l l  be  th e  sam pling  o f  c o u rse  
w ork. ( p .8)

U n t i l  1965 , exam ining had ev o lv ed  a s  an e s s e n t i a l l y  e x te r n a l  a c t i v i t y .  

However, CSE was d e s ig n e d  to  prom ote a  new s t y l e  o f  exam in ing , one w hich 

would in v o lv e  te a c h e r s  more c lo s e ly  in  i t s  w ork . T hus, th e  SSEC (1963 ) 

u rg ed  th e  new ly-form ed CSE B oards t o ,  " . . .  move tow ards an i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  

th e  r o l e s  o f  te a c h e r  and exam iner"  ( p . 2 6 ) ,  T h is  recom m endation gave an 

immense b o o s t to  th e  co n cep t o f  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t b e c a u se  no o th e r  

t e s t i n g  p ro ced u re  fu s e s  te a c h in g  and a sse ssm en t more co m p le te ly  th a n  

co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t.

D e s p ite  th e  en th u siasm  g e n e ra te d  by c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, i t  rem ains 

a m ethod w hich has beeh  much p r e s c r ib e d  b u t  l i t t l e  d e s c r ib e d .  Much o f  th e  

work w hich has beeh  p u b lish e d  oh t h i s  to p ic  i s  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  p u re ly  

p e r s o n a l  o p in io n s  and th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  in fo rm a tio n  abou t i t s  n a tu re  and 

f u n c t io n  w hich i s  b ased  on th e  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  s y s te m a tic  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a ta .

I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  th e r e  sh o u ld  be  a l im i t e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  co n tin u o u s  

a ssessm en t a t  th e  in c e p t io n  o f  CSE s in c e  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  had n o t been  used  

w id e ly  p r io r  to  I 9 6 5 . T hus, NATE (1965 ) conceded t h a t ,  " N a tu ra lly  i t  w i l l
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b e  some y e a rs  b e fo re  a l l  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  method 

o f  a sse ssm e n t become c l e a r "  ( p . 2 7 ) . E g g le s to n  (1967 ) a g re e d : "Of th e  

t h r e e  c l a s s e s  o f a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re  d is c u s s e d  h e re  ( i . e .  c o n v e n tio n a l 

e x a m in a tio n s , o b je c t iv e  t e s t s  and c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t) ,  co n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm e n t by te a c h e r s  i s  l e a s t  im plem ented and l e a s t  w ell-know n" ( p . 6 0 ) .

T hese p ro fe s s io n s  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  w ere t o  b e  ex p ec ted  in  th e  1 9 6 0 ’s

b u t w r i t e r s  a  decade l a t e r  w ere s t i l l  d e s c r ib in g  th e  same b a s ic  la c k  o f

in fo rm a tio n .  T hus, E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) r e p o r te d  t h a t :

P u b lish e d  w r i t in g s  on th e  s u b j e c t . . .  r e v e a l  a w ide d i v e r s i t y  o f  
o p in io n  and r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t io n . . .  C hap ter 2 
i s  a  rev iew  o f  m a te r i a l  p u b lish e d  on th e  s u b je c t  o f co n tin u o u s  
a s s e s sm e n t. N e c e s s a r i ly ,  much o f  t h i s  i s  o p in io n ,  b e c a u se  f a c t s  
a re  few and f a r  betw een  in  t h i s  f i e l d ,  (p p . 11 and 17)

M oreover, even though D ixon (1977) a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  m ain new

c o n t r i b u t i o n . . .  o f  th e  l a s t  decade w i l l  b e  th e  sam pling  o f  c o u rse  w o rk ",

he  conceded t h a t :  " U n fo r tu n a te ly  no a u t h o r i t a t i v e  su rv ey  has y e t  been

a tte m p te d  o f  th e  ach iev em en ts  and le s s o n s  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  w ork" ( p . 8 ) .

Even more d is c o n c e r t in g  th a n  th e  l im i t e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f co n tin u o u s  

a s se s sm e n t, o r th e  f a c t  t h a t  m ost o f  w hat has been  w r i t t e n  i s  b a sed  upon 

p e r s o n a l  o p in io n s ,  i s  th e  b a s ic  la c k  o f  agreem ent on t h i s  s u b je c t .  For 

in s ta n c e ,  th e r e  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p in io n s  ab o u t th e  d u a l r o l e  o f  t e a c h e r -  

a s s e s s o r  w hich th e  te a c h e r  ad o p ts  when w orking  on a  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  

c o u rs e .  One e a r ly  com m entator ex p re sse d  d o u b ts  ab o u t th e  wisdom o f  t h i s  

d u a l r o l e ;

I s  i t  r e a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  te a c h e r s  sh o u ld  b e  c o n t in u a l ly  seen  
t o  be in  an a s s e s s in g  r o le ?  W ill n o t a f a i r l y  complex a sse ssm e n t 
p ro ced u re  p la c e  an undue em phasis on w hat sh o u ld  b e  an i n c id e n ta l  
r a th e r  th a n  a  p rim ary  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  te a c h e r?

(Chapman, 1967 , p . 90)

These d o u b ts  w ere r e f u te d  by a  l a t e r  s tu d y  w hich c la im ed  t h a t :  "T here was 

no ev id en ce  o f  th e  ex p ec ted  te n s io n  from  th e  c o n f l i c t  o f  th e  d u a l r o l e  -  

te a c h e r  and a s s e s s o r "  (E g g le s to n  and K e rr , 19^9 , p . 1 9 0 ) . However, an even 

l a t e r  s tu d y  r e p o r te d  t h a t :
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B esid es  a f f e c t in g  p u p i l s ’ and t e a c h e r s '  work co n tin u o u s  
a sse ssm en t may a l s o  a f f e c t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T here i s  s tro n g  
su p p o rt f o r  th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e  te a c h e r - p u p i l  i n t e r a c t i o n  may 
he d r a s t i c a l l y  changed when th e  te a c h e r  a d o p ts  th e  a d d i t io n a l  
r o l e  o f  a s s e s s o r .  (E xam inations B u l l e t in  3 1 , 1975 , p p .32-33)

A nother i s s u e  w hich i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  v ie w p o in ts  su rro u n d in g

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t i s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  i t s  power to  m o tiv a te  p u p i l s .

E xam inations B u l l e t in  31 (1975) found t h a t ,  "T eachers com m itted  to

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t v a lu e  th e  e x t r a  m o tiv a t io n  i t  g iv e s  p u p i l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y

th o s e  o f  low er a b i l i t y  who do n o t d e m o n s tra te  t h e i r  t r u e  perfo rm an ce  in

e x a m in a tio n s"  ( p .1 3 ) .  However, S pencer (1976) uncovered  c o n f l i c t i n g

ev id en ce  on t h i s  t o p i c ;

Many a d m in is te r in g  CSE c o u rse s  f e l t  t h a t  i n t e r n a l  a sse ssm e n t 
im proves p u p i l s '  w i l l  t o  w ork , e s p e c i a l l y  i f  a f o l i o  i s  p re p a re d  
. . .  T h is  c la im  has  ob v io u s fa c e  v a l i d i t y ,  y e t  some te a c h e r s  
c la im  i t  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  t r u e .  P u p i l s ,  th e y  r e p o r t ,  a r e  n o t 
more h ig h ly  m o tiv a te d  to  com ple te  p ie c e s  o f  work when th e y  know 
th e y  a r e  f o r  a sse ssm en t p u rp o s e s ,  ( p . 5)

W hile some te a c h e r s  re g a rd e d  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t as a  p o w erfu l m o tiv a t in g  

f o r c e ,  o th e r s  r e p o r te d  l i t t l e  o r  no im pact o r even a d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  

on th e  w i l l  to  w ork.

T hese two exam ples d e m o n s tra te  th e  ra n g e  o f  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by th e  u se  o f

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w hich rem a in  su rro u n d ed  by u n c e r t a in t y .  In d e e d ,

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) found i t  im p o ss ib le  to  e s t a b l i s h  any common

ground am ongst th e  te a c h e r s  in c lu d e d  in  i t s  s u rv e y . U nable t o  make any

d e f i n i t i v e  s ta te m e n ts  o r to  r e a c h  any f irm  c o n c lu s io n s ,  th e  a u th o rs

a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  la c k  o f con sen su s to  th e  newness o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t;

I t  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  th e  grow ing p a in s  in h e re n t  in  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  
o f  a new m ethod o f  aw ard ing  g ra d e s  t h a t  such d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p in io n  
i s  to  be  found among j u s t  f o u r te e n  te a c h e r s .  D i f f e r in g  shades 
o f  o p in io n  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  sum m arize th e  many f a c e t s  o f  
c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t seen  by th e s e  t e a c h e r s ,  ( p p .66 - 6 7 )

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  en q u iry  may make a u s e f u l  c o n t r ib u t io n  

to  our u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t by  p ro v id in g  some l a r g e - s c a l e .
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q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  in  an a r e a  w here m ost o f  th e  e x i s t in g  m a te r ia l  ta k e s  

th e  form  o f  s m a l l - s c a le  su rv e y s  o r i s  b a sed  on th e  p e r s o n a l  v iew s o f  

i n d i v id u a l s .  F u rth e rm o re , i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  to  s tu d y  t h i s  

p ro c e d u re  i n  an E n g lish  c o n te x t  b e c a u se  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t was h e ra ld e d  

a s  an im p o rta n t b re a k th ro u g h  in  th e  q u e s t f o r  m ore a p p r o p r ia te  m ethods o f  

exam ining E n g lis h , T h e re fo re ,  t h e r e  i s  a  good c a s e  f o r  a l a r g e - s c a l e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  and e s p e c ia l ly  o f  i t s  a p p l ic a t io n  to  

E n g lis h .

The fo llo w in g  s e c t io n s  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  th o s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  in  e x i s t in g  

ex am in a tio n s  w hich i t  was hoped t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t m igh t overcom e. 

T h is  w i l l  p ro v id e  a  b a s i s  f o r  com paring th e  th e o ry  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t 

w ith  i t s  p r a c t i c e .*

2 . THE DIVISIVENESS OF EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

A m ajo r c r i t i c i s m  o f  e x i s t in g  ex am in a tio n s  was t h a t  th e y  s e p a ra te d  

te a c h in g  and exam in ing . E n lig h te n e d  e d u c a t io n i s t s  came to  r e g a rd  i t  as a 

fu n d am en ta l anomaly t h a t  a sse ssm en t sh o u ld  b e  an e s s e n t i a l l y  e x te r n a l

* I t  i s  wrong to  th in k  o f  th e  te rm  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as d e s c r ib in g  a 
s in g le  p ro ced u re  s in c e  i t  i s  r e a l l y  an u m b re lla  te rm  w hich  c o v e rs  a 
" fam ily  o f  assessm en t te c h n iq u e s "  (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  3 1 . 1975» p . 29) 
and may r e f e r  to  d i f f e r e n t  app ro ach es  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s . As 
B u l l e t in  31 (1975) p o in te d  o u t:  "C ontinuous a sse ssm e n t em braces a w ide 
ra n g e  o f  p ro c e d u re s  a l l  o f  w hich have o n ly  one th in g  in  common -  th e y  
occur over an ex tended  p e r io d  o f tim e "  ( p .1 9 ) .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  
im p o rta n t to  c l a r i f y  th e  u se  o f  th e  te rm  in  t h i s  e n q u iry . I t  fo c u s s e s  on 
a p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t f o r  w hich B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) 
c o in ed  th e  name " le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a s se s sm e n t" :

Marks (o r  g ra d e s )  may b e  aw arded t o  work w hich a r i s e s  d i r e c t l y  
o u t o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  l e a r n in g  and i s  th e  p ro d u c t o f t h i s  
e x p e rie n c e  ( le a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a s s e s s m e n t ) . . .  l e a r n in g  
e x p e rie n c e  a sse ssm e n t can  o n ly  ta k e  p la c e  w ith in  a scheme o f 
c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t . . .  th e  c o u rse  and th e  a sse ssm en t a r e  
c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d ,  (p p .11 and 12)

The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  fo c u s s e s  on t h i s  ty p e  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t b eca u se  
i t  i s  th e  form  u sed  in  th e  E a s t M idland R e g io n 's  Mode 1 E n g lish  
ex am in a tio n .
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a c t i v i t y  co n d u c ted  by  a g e n c ie s  who w ere o f te n  i n s e n s i t i v e  to  needs and

p r a c t i c e s  in s id e  th e  s c h o o ls .  T hus, t h e  axiom t h a t  exam ining sh o u ld  b e

an  e x te r n a l  e x e rc is e  came u nder in c r e a s in g  f i r e :

. . .  i t  i s  v i t a l l y  im p o r ta n t to  s t r e s s  th e  need to  b re a k  down 
th e  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  have grown up betw een  assessm en t as a  c la ssro o m  
a c t i v i t y  and a sse ssm e n t as an e x te r n a l  e x e rc is e  co n ducted  by some 
o u ts id e  ag en cy . The s e p a r a t io n  i s  e n t i r e l y  a r t i f i c i a l  and has 
cau sed  te a c h e r s  t o  n e g le c t  a sse ssm en t as an e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t  o f 
t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  work to  w hich th e y  sh o u ld  b e  p re p a re d  t o  d e v o te  
m ore o f  t h e i r  tim e  and en e rg y . The re a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d iv o rc e  l i e  
w i th in  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  our seco n d ary  sc h o o l 
exam ining sy stem , a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  coming o f  CSE.

(M cIn tosh , 1 972 , p . l 4 )

E d u c a t io n is t s  w ere se e k in g  t o  e f f e c t  a  r e v o lu t io n  in  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

betw een te a c h in g  and exam ining so t h a t  in s te a d  o f  d i c t a t i n g  w hat te a c h e r s  

t a u g h t ,  ex am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  w hat th e y  w ished  to  te a c h .  T hus, 

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1963 ) ad v o ca ted  an " . . .  exam ining system  w hich w i l l  

be  th e  s e rv a n t  o f th e  s c h o o ls ,  n o t t h e i r  m a s t e r . . .  t h e  o u ts ta n d in g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  th e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  S econdary  

E d u ca tio n  w i l l  b e . . .  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  r e f l e c t  and n o t i n h i b i t  th e  o r i g i n a l i t y  

o f th e  work b e in g  done in  th e  s c h o o ls "  ( p p . l  and 3 ) .

In  t h i s  l i g h t ,  i t  i s  n o t d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  why c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm e n t seemed such  an a t t r a c t i v e  p ro c e d u re . By ta k in g  norm al c la ssro o m  

a c t i v i t i e s  and in c o rp o ra t in g  them  in to  th e  f i n a l  a s s e s sm e n t, c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t was c a p a b le  o f  f u s in g  th e  h i t h e r t o  s e p a r a te  a c t i v i t i e s  o f 

te a c h in g  and exam in ing . T h is  p o t e n t i a l  s t r e n g th  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t 

was e s p e c i a l l y  p e r t i n e n t  to  E n g lish  w here o p in io n  le a d e r s  in c r e a s in g ly  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  s u b je c t  was co m p le te ly  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l 

exam ining te c h n iq u e s :  " . . .  a l l  p a s t  e x p e rie n c e  s u g g e s ts  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  

a  deep  and in h e re n t  in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  betw een e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  as  we 

know them and th e  e s s e n t i a l  aim s o f  good E n g lish  te a c h in g " .  (W hitehead , 

1965 , p . 233 ). T here  was a  grow ing f e e l in g  t h a t  th e r e  was l i t t l e  common
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ground betw een  E n g lish  w hich f o s t e r s  p e r s o n a l  m a tu r i ty  and v a lu e s  th e

u n iq u e n e ss  o f im a g in a t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e , and e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w hich a r e

i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  t e s t  such s u b je c t iv e  q u a l i t i e s .  T hus, NATE (1965 ) a rg u ed

t h a t ;  "W ritte n  p ap e rs  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  form  can n o t a d e q u a te ly  sam ple th e

f u l l  ra n g e  o f  E n g lish  w ork. Many o f  th e  v a lu a b le  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  E n g lish

le s s o n s  a re  in e v i t a b ly  l o s t  s ig h t  o f  in  a  mass ex am in a tio n "  ( p . 2 7 ). T h is

d ise n ch a n tm e n t was r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  recom m endations p u b lish e d  by

NATE (1964) f o r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  who w ould form  th e  r e g io n a l

E n g l i s h  P a n e ls  f o r  CSE:

(a )  We b e l ie v e  t h a t  as f a r  as E n g lish  i s  c o n ce rn ed , t h e r e  i s  a 
v e ry  s p e c ia l  c a s e  f o r  an i n t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n , i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f 
a rran g em en ts  made f o r  o th e r  s u b je c t s

(c ) Coursew ork m ust b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  
ex am in a tio n

(d) A w r i t t e n  p ap e r u nder fo rm a l c o n d i t io n s  i s  in a d e q u a te  f o r  
t e s t i n g  p u p i l s '  r e s p o n s e  to  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e re fo re  a sse ssm en t o f 
t h i s  re sp o n se  sh o u ld  b e  a c o n tin u o u s  p ro c e s s  th ro u g h o u t th e  
c o u rs e  (B u l l e t i n  1 .  1964, p p .4 -5 )

I t  was arg u ed  t h a t  some o f  th e  m ost p e rn ic io u s  backw ash e f f e c t s  o f  e x te r n a l

ex am in a tio n s  in  E n g lish  e .g .  f a c t - g r u b b i n g , cram m ing, q u e s t io n - s p o t t in g

and th e  m e ch an ic a l a b s o rp t io n  o f  p re p a re d  answ ers w ould be  e l im in a te d  by

th e  u se  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t.

. . .  th e  p rom ise  o f  CSE was t h a t  th e  a re a  o f  exam inab le E n g lish  
w ould be ex tended  r a t h e r  th a n  c o n t r a c te d  so t h a t  E n g lish  
exam ining m igh t become co te rm in o u s w ith  E n g lish  i t s e l f ,  E n g lish  
as w id e ly  and l i b e r a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  th e  p r o g re s s iv e  te a c h e r  
w ished  i t  t o  b e . . .  C ourse work c o n s t i t u t e s  one o f th e  p r in c i p a l  
means w hereby th e  a r e a  o f exam inable E n g lish  may be  ex ten d ed .

(H ip k in , 1967 , p . 25)

C le a r ly ,  th e  hope was t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t m igh t be u sed  to  i n t e g r a t e  

te a c h in g  and exam ining and to  d ev e lo p  them as m u tu a lly  enhancing  a c t i v i t i e s ,
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3. EXAMINATIONS AS SAMPLING PROCEDURES

A b a s ic  t e n e t  o f  a sse ssm en t th e o ry  i s  t h a t  th e  b r i e f e r  th e  t e s t  and

th e  s m a lle r  th e  number o f  item s i t  c o m p rise s , th e  l e s s  v a l i d  and r e l i a b l e

t h a t  t e s t  i s  l i k e l y  to  b e .  The c o n v e rse  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  an  ex tended

t e s t ,  composed o f  a  g r e a t e r  number o f  i t a n s ,  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  more v a l id  and

r e l i a b l e .  E bel (l9T 2) d em o n stra ted  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  t e s t  le n g th

and r e l i a b i l i t y  in  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "Why i s  a  Longer T e s t U su a lly  a

More R e l ia b le  T e s t? "

One o f th e  b e s t  known p r o p e r t i e s  o f th e  t e s t s  commonly u sed  in  
e d u c a tio n a l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m e a su re m e n t.. .  i s  t h a t  th e  lo n g e r  
th e y  a r e  ( i . e . ,  th e  l a r g e r  th e  sam ple o f  t a s k s ) ,  th e  more 
r e l i a b l e  a r e  th e  s c o re s  th e y  y i e l d .  ( p .2^9)

When m easured  a g a in s t  t h i s  c r i t e r i o n ,  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t ap p ea red  g r e a t ly  

s u p e r io r  to  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n  w h ich , a t  b e s t ,  in v o lv e d  th r e e  

th re e -h o u r  p a p e rs  w hereas in n u m erab le  s e p a r a te  t e s t s  c o u ld  c o n t r ib u te  t o  

a c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rs e .

A b r i e f  rev iew  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a ls  t h a t  one o f  th e  p r in c i p a l

re a so n s  why co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t was re g a rd e d  a s  s u p e r io r  to  e x te r n a l

exam ining was th e  in ad eq u acy  o f  th e  "o n e -sh o t su d d e n -d e a th "  (R ow lands, 1974 ,

p . l0 4 )  sam pling  p ro c e d u re ;

The o n e -sh o t t e s t  i s  a d m in is t r a t iv e ly  c o n v e n ie n t,  b u t  t h i s  
co n v en ien ce  m ust b e  s e t  a g a in s t  th e  p o t e n t i a l  h aza rd s  o f  te a c h in g  
a  s u b je c t  t o  a p u p i l  f o r  f i v e  y e a rs  and th e n  ig n o r in g  a l l  th e  
accum ula ted  ev id en ce  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  b a s in g  d e c is io n s  on h is  
perfo rm ance  d u r in g  a  2g hour e x a m in a tio n . O ne-sho t t e s t s  s u f f e r  
from  th r e e  m ajo r sam pling  d e f e c t s . The p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  
s y l la b u s  w hich can be exam ined in  th e  tim e  a v a i l a b l e  i s  s m a ll ;  
th e  ra n g e  o f  s k i l l s  a p p r o p r ia te  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t  may 
be  r e p re s e n te d  n e i th e r  co m p reh en siv e ly  no r p r o p o r t io n a te ly ;  
p o s s ib le  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  a c a n d id a te ’s p erfo rm ance  in  th o s e  s k i l l s  
w hich a re  m easu red , a r e  n o t a d e q u a te ly  sam pled .

(E g g le s to n  and H o lfo rd , 1971, p p .4 0 -4 l)

Dunn (1 9 7 4 ) d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  as b e in g  analogous to  t h a t  betw een  

a " sn a p sh o t"  and a  "movie" ( p .4 4 ) ,  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t p ro v id in g  a  much
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more d e t a i l e d  and com prehensive  p i c tu r e  o f  a b i l i t y  th a n  an e x te r n a l  

e x am in a tio n .

Once a g a in ,  th e  argum ent was f e l t  to  have a s p e c ia l  p e r t in e n c e  to

E n g lish  w hich encom passes a  w ide ra n g e  o f  s k i l l s ,  many o f  w hich i t  i s

d i f f i c u l t  t o  sam ple a d e q u a te ly  in  a  c o n v e n tio n a l ex a m in a tio n . The c a p a c i ty

o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t f o r  sam pling  th e  s k i l l s  more co m p reh en siv e ly  and

f o r  in c o rp o ra t in g  norm al c la ss ro o m  a c t i v i t i e s  in to  th e  exam ining p ro ced u re

was re g a rd e d  a s  g iv in g  i t  a  s p e c ia l  v a l i d i t y  i n  th e  a sse ssm en t o f  E n g lis h :

E n g lish  i s  an  e x tre m e ly  com plex s u b je c t  in v o lv in g  th e  w hole 
p ro c e s s  o f  v e r b a l  com m unication and u n d e r s ta n d in g . To a t te m p t 
to  a s s e s s  i t  in  th r e e  h o u rs  by means o f  t h r e e  q u e s tio n s  i s  u n l ik e ly  
to  p roduce  v e ry  r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s , (M ath er, F ran ce  and S a re ,  19^5)

S u re ly  th e  u se  o f  la n g u a g e , w hich  i s  an everyday  u se  i f  i t  i s  
a n y th in g , can  b e s t  be  m easured  by h av in g  a good te a c h e r  o b se rv e  
h is  s tu d e n ts  u se s  o f  E n g lish  ev e ry d ay , c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s in g  
them . (B ryan , 1973, p . 54)

L ik e w ise , D ixon (1965 ) a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  w hich an E n g lish  

te a c h e r  sh o u ld  a sk  h im se lf  i s ;  " . . .  does th e  m a te r i a l  a s s e s s e d  r e p r e s e n t  

a f a i r  sam ple o f a  sound E n g lish  c o u rse ? "  ( p . l )  and he answ ered t h i s  

q u e s tio n  th u s  ;

. . . I n  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "0" l e v e l  p a p e r , th e  sam ple i s  l im i te d  to  
w r i t in g  an d , w i th in  w r i t i n g ,  to  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  one o r two 
p ie c e s  o f  o r i g i n a l  p ro s e  and th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f one p a ssa g e  
o f  w r i t t e n  E n g lis h . Thus th e  assu m p tio n  has to  be  made t h a t  t h i s  
sam ple r e p r e s e n t s  th e  c a n d id a te ’s a b i l i t i e s  a c ro s s  th e  w hole 
ra n g e  o f  w r i t t e n  p u rp o s e s ,  a u d ie n c e s  and c o n te x ts .  I t  i s  a  f a l s e  
a ssu m p tio n , as ev e ry  te a c h e r  knows. The sam pling  o f  c o u rs e  work 
makes i t  p o s s ib le  in  p r in c i p l e  b o th  to  ex tend  and -  more 
im p o rta n t -  to  s p e c i f y  th e  ra n g e  o f  w r i t in g  t o  b e  sam pled.

(1977 . p . 5)

C le a r ly ,  im p o r ta n t c la im s have been  made f o r  co n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, 

e s p e c ia l ly  as  a  more e f f e c t i v e  means o f a s s e s s in g  E n g lis h . I t  i s  now 

tim e ly  to  e v a lu a te  some o f  th e s e  c la im s .
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B. THE FINDINGS

1 . INTRODUCTION

The above c la im s  made i t  im p o rta n t f o r  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  to  pay 

s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  to  c e r t a i n  q u e s tio n s

Was c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t p e rc e iv e d  as  h av in g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  b r id g e d  

th e  g u l f  betw een th e  te a c h in g  and th e  t e s t i n g  o f  E n g lish ?

Had i t  succeeded  in  overcom ing some o f th e  w o rs t d e f e c ts  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l 

ex am in a tio n s?

Was i t  p e rc e iv e d  as a f a i r e r  and more a c c u ra te  m ethod o f  exam ining 

E n g lish ?

Was i t  s u b je c t  to  any s p e c ia l  draw backs o f  i t s  own?

F u rth e rm o re , s in c e  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  was l a r g e - s c a l e ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t

co u ld  a l s o  make a  v a lu a b le  c o n t r ib u t io n  by d e a l in g  w ith  th o s e  is s u e s  over

w hich e d u c a t io n i s t s  have been  m ost s h a rp ly  d iv id e d  e .g .  i t s  c a p a c i ty  to ,

m o tiv a te  p u p i l s  and th e  d u a l r o l e  o f  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r .

B efo re  p ro c e e d in g  w ith  th e  d a ta  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t to  s t r e s s

t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  n o t be  t r e a t e d  a s  a c o n te s t  betw een  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s

and c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w ith  th e  aim o f  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  s u p e r io r i t y

o f one p ro c e d u re  over th e  o t h e r . Such an app ro ach  w ould b e  in a p p ro p r ia te

b eca u se  each t e s t  w i l l  have i t s  own p a r t i c u l a r  aims and c irc u m s ta n c e s  w hich

d i f f e r e n t  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s  w i l l  be  b e t te r - e q u ip p e d  to  m e e t. As I06 a rg u e d :

I t  depends what y o u ’r e  t e s t i n g .  I f  you w ant to  know can a p e rso n  
. . .  e x h ib i t  s k i l l s  i n  a  s e t  tim e  a g a in s t  th e  c lo c k  on a c e r t a in  
d a t e ,  th e n  an  exam’s b e s t  and i f  you w ant to  f in d  o u t w hat s o r t  
o f p e rso n  he i s  over an ex tended  p e r io d  o f  tim e  in  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s i t u a t i o n s  th e n  co n tin u o u s  asse ssm en t i s  th e  answ er. Which i s
b e t t e r  o r f a i r e r  i s  a lm o st i r r e l e v a n t  b eca u se  one te c h n iq u e  w ould
be t o t a l l y  u n s u i ta b le  f o r  one s e t  o f c r i t e r i a .

105 a g re e d : " I  th in k  th e  b e s t  i s  p erh ap s  th e  one w hich works in  one s e t  o f

c irc u m s ta n c e s " .  Spencer (19T6) re a c h e d  a s im i la r  c o n c lu s io n ,  a rg u in g  t h a t :

I n c o n t r o v e r t ib l e  p ro o f  o f  t h e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f an i n t e r n a l  o r an e x te r n a l
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system  w i l l  n ev er be a v a i l a b l e ,  b e c a u se , in  th e  end , v a lu e  judgem ents 

abou t th e  p u rp o se  o f th e  t e s t  a r e  in v o lv e d "  ( p . 4 ) .  T h e re fo re ,  th e  aim 

o f t h i s  s tu d y  i s  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t th e  f u n c t io n in g  o f  th e s e  

p ro c e d u re s  as a b a s i s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  to  d e c id e  w hich m ethod i s  b e s t  s u i te d  

to  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  needs on a p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n ,

2 . MARK WEIGHTINGS

Q u estio n  6 was d e s ig n e d  to  g iv e  a b ro ad  in d i c a t io n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ards t h i s  m ethod r e l a t i v e  to  th o s e  tow ards e x te r n a l  exam in ing . I t  

p re s e n te d  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  a  l i s t  o f  d i f f e r e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  ex am in a tio n s  

ra n g in g  f ro m :-  100% co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t -  0% e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  to  

0% co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t -  100% e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  and asked  them to  

s p e c ify  w hich a l t e r n a t i v e  th e y  p r e f e r r e d  ( i )  f o r  lan g u ag e  and(. i i )  f o r  

l i t e r a t u r e .  The r e s u l t i n g  re s p o n s e s  a re  re c o rd e d  in  T ab le  1 be low .

TABLE 1: PREFERRED ASSESSMENT FOR LANGUAGE AND FOR LITERATURE

CONSTITUTION OF 
EXAMINATION 

% CA % EXAM

PERCENTAGE
FOR

LANGUAGE

PERCENTAGE
FOR

LITERATURE

100 0 18 51

75 - 25 13 14

60 40 12 12

50 - 50 19 15

40 60 12 3

25 - 75 12 • 1

0 100 13 2

INVALID RESPONSE 1 2
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P erhaps th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  to  emerge was th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  

a t t i t u d e s  to w ards th e  exam ining o f  la n g u ag e  and o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  As f a r  as 

th e  exam ining o f  l i t e r a t u r e  was c o n ce rn ed , th e  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere h e a v i ly  

com m itted  to  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w ith  as many as  h a l f  o f th e  e n t i r e  

sam ple (51%) re g a rd in g  i t  as th e  o n ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  means o f  e x am in a tio n .

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to  f in d  t h a t  such  a  l a r g e  p ro p o r t io n  o f th e  sam ple h e ld  

such  s tro n g  and uncom prom ising v iew s on th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a s s e s sm e n t. Even 

am ongst th o s e  who fa v o u re d  "mixed economy" exam ining (D ixon, 19TT» p . 6 ) ,  

th e r e  was a marked p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  e lem ent to  h e  

m ost h e a v i ly  w e ig h te d . T hus, a q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam ple (25% ) fav o u red  

60- 75% co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t compared w ith  who w anted  60 - 75% e x te r n a l  

e x am in a tio n . O v e ra l l ,  t h e  re s p o n s e s  d e m o n stra te d  th e  overw helm ing 

su p p o rt f o r  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w ith  o v e r t h r e e - q u a r te r s  o f  th e  sam ple 

(77%) w ish in g  to  u se  i t  a s  th e  p r in c i p a l  o r o n ly  method o f  e v a lu a tin g  

l i t e r a t u r e .  T h is  p ro v id e d  a  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  e x te r n a l  exam in a tio n  

w hich p roved  to  h e  ex tre m e ly  u n p o p u la r . Only 2.% w ould have l i k e d  100% 

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  and a  f u r th e r  \% fav o u red  i t  as th e  

p r i n c i p a l  method o f  a sse ssm e n t ( i . e .  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  60% o r more o f  th e  

m a rk s) ,

T here was a  l e s s  c l e a r - c u t  p a t t e r n  o f  re s p o n se s  f o r  lan g u ag e  w ith  no 

d e f i n i t e  consensus em erg ing . T hus, a lth o u g h  43% o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

fav o u red  60% or more c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, a lm o st as many a g a in  (37%) 

p r e f e r r e d  40% or l e s s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  re s p o n s e s  w ere f a i r l y  even ly  

d is p e r s e d  a c r o s s  a l l  seven  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  A nother d is t in g u is h in g  f e a t u r e  o f  

th e s e  re s p o n se s  was t h a t  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  was a much more p o p u la r  

mode o f exam in ing , 13% o f th e  sam ple w ished  t o  r e l y  e x c lu s iv e ly  on 

e x te r n a l  exam ining f o r  la n g u ag e  and a f u r th e r  24% w anted to  u se  i t  as th e  

p r in c i p a l  mode o f  a sse ssm en t ( i . e .  60% o r m o re ) . T h is  m eant t h a t  over a



105

t h i r d  o f  th e  sam ple (37%) fa v o u re d  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l ex am in a tio n  as  a 

m ajo r component w hereas th e  f ig u r e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  was on ly  6%. D e s p ite  

t h i s  g r e a t e r  l e v e l  o f s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  e x te r n a l  exam ining in  la n g u a g e , 

c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t was s t i l l  th e  more populatr m ethod.

A no ther i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  la n g u ag e  f ig u r e s  was th e

p o p u la r i ty  o f  "mixed economy" exam ining (D ixon, 1977» p . 6 ) .  Over tw o -

t h i r d s  o f  th e  sam ple (68%) in d ic a te d  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  some form  o f  mixed

economy exam ining com pared w ith  l e s s  th a n  h a l f  (45% ] f o r  th e  l i t e r a t u r e

a s se s sm e n t. A lthough  th e  E a s t M idland R egion has made l i t t l e  u se  o f

m ixed economy exam in ing , a w id e r u se  o f  t h i s  s t y l e  o f  exam ining may prove

n o t o n ly  to  b e  p o p u la r  h u t  a l s o  to  h e  p r o f i t a b l e  s in c e  th e r e  i s  sound

t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i t s  u s e :

. . .  i t  can  h e  shown t h a t  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and d i s c r im in a t io n  o f
w r i t in g  and l i t e r a t u r e  a sse ssm en ts  im prove when d i f f e r e n t  
s in g le -m a rk e d  a sse ssm e n ts  a r e  added to g e th e r .  A com bination  
o f i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  m arks f o r  th e s e  a re a s  o f  w ork w ould i n  
m ost c a se s  he a  b e t t e r  a sse ssm en t th a n  e i t h e r  a lo n e ,  p ro v id ed  
t h a t  b o th  a r e  v a l i d l y  a s s e s s in g  some a s p e c t  o f  E n g lis h .

(S p e n c e r , 1979 , p . 93)

The re sp o n se s  to  Q u estio n  6 r e v e a le d  a sh a rp  d iv i s io n  in  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ards th e  exam ining o f  la n g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e .  The sam ple c l e a r l y

re g a rd e d  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t as  th e  m ost a p p r o p r ia te  method o f  e v a lu a tin g

l i t e r a t u r e ;  in d e e d , h a l f  o f  them  re g a rd e d  i t  as th e  o n ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  method 

A lthough  no d e f i n i t e  co n sen su s o f  o p in io n  emerged on th e  t e s t i n g  o f  

la n g u a g e , th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  and m ixed economy exam ining w ere 

re g a rd e d  as more s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  a  la n g u ag e  c o n te x t  th a n  in  a l i t e r a r y  

one.

A lthough  Q u estio n  6 p ro v id e d  a  g e n e ra l  g u id e  to  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards 

co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. Q u es tio n  15 was u sed  to  p ro b e  a t t i t u d e s  on s p e c i f i c  

a s p e c ts  in  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l .  I t  d e a l t  w ith  e lem en ts  o f  c o n tin u o u s  

assessm en t w hich had been  i d e n t i f i e d  as  a re a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  co n ce rn  o r
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u n c e r ta in ty  in  th e  hope t h a t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  su rv ey  o f  more th a n  400 

p r a c t i s in g  te a c h e r s  m ight shed  new l i g h t  on th e s e  t o p i c s .  Q u estio n  15 

com prised  a l i s t  o f  t e n  s e p a r a te  s ta te m e n ts  ab o u t c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t 

and re s p o n d e n ts  w ere asked  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  agreem ent w ith  each 

s ta te m e n t on a  f iv e - p o in t  s c a le  ra n g in g  from  " S tro n g ly  A gree" th ro u g h  

"U n c e rta in "  to  "S tro n g ly  D is a g re e " .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  w ould b e  u s e f u l  

to  a llo w  f o r  v a ry in g  l e v e l s  o f  i n t e n s i t y  in  th e  re s p o n se s  ( e .g .  "A gree" 

o r  "S tro n g ly  A gree") in  o rd e r  to  g a in  some in s ig h t  i n to  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  

f e e l in g  provoked by p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s .

3 . QUESTIQlM 1 5 ( i ) :  MOTIVATION

The f i r s t  item  in  Q u es tio n  15 d e a l t  w ith  th e  c o n te n tio u s  q u e s tio n  o f

th e  im pact o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t on m o t iv a t io n .  S in ce  s tu d ie s  ta k in g

a q u a l i t a t i v e  approach  t o  th is *  i s s u e  have p roduced  a  mass o f  c o n f l i c t i n g

o p in io n s ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  w ould be  u s e f u l  to  o b ta in  some l a r g e - s c a l e

q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  on t h i s  q u e s t io n .  T h e re fo re ,  item  ( i )  s t a t e d :

C ontinuous a sse ssm e n t i s  c a p a b le  o f  m o tiv a t in g  p u p il s  to  work 
c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y .

and re sp o n d e n ts  w ere asked  t o  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  a g re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t.*

The re sp o n se  was one o f  overw helm ing agreem ent w ith  79% o f  th e  sam ple

c o n c u rr in g  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  so u rc e  o f  m o t iv a t io n .

The word " p o te n t i a l "  was u sed  d e l i b e r a t e l y  b eca u se  item  ( i )  was worded to

su g g e s t t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t " . . .  i s  c a p a b le  o f  m o tiv a t in g "  p u p ils

r a th e r  th a n  a c a t e g o r ic a l  s ta te m e n t t h a t  i t  a x io m a tic a l ly  m o tiv a te s  p u p i ls  .

In d eed , some o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  s t r e s s e d  th a t  th e  s ta te m e n t was c o n d i t io n a l

r a th e r  th a n  a b s o lu te  and t h a t  th e y  ag ree d  w ith  i t  in  t h a t  s e n s e . For

in s ta n c e ,  Q395 added: " . . .  ' i s  c a p a b le ' y e s ,  b u t does n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  do s o " .

* S tro n g ly  A gree (22%), A gree (57% ), U n c e r ta in  (15% ), D isa g re e  (5% ),
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (l% ).



lOT

The way in  w hich th e  re sp o n s e s  w ere d is p e r s e d  betw een th e  "A gree" and 

" S tro n g ly  A gree" c a te g o r ie s  may shed f u r th e r  l i g h t  on t h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

A b r i e f  g la n c e  a t  th e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n  o f  re sp o n se s  on Q u estio n  15 (s e e  

T ab le  2 , o v e r le a f )  r e v e a ls  t h a t  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f th o s e  

who ag re e d  w ith  item  ( i )  w ere in  s tro n g  ag ree m en t. In  f a c t ,  item  ( i )  

a cc o u n ted  f o r  th e  h ig h e s t  p ro p o r t io n  o f  re s p o n se s  c l u s t e r in g  in  th e  "A gree" 

c a te g o ry  over th e  w hole o f  Q u estio n  15 and t h i s  may have b een  due t o  th e  

c o n d i t io n a l  r a th e r  th a n  a b s o lu te  n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  agreem ent w ith  t h i s  

s ta te m e n t .  T hus, i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  t r u e  t o  say  th a t  th o s e  who f e l t  t h a t  

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t in v a r i a b ly  m o tiv a te s  p u p i l s  w ere among th e  22% who 

t i c k e d  th e  " S tro n g ly  A gree" c a te g o ry .  I t  was a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  th e  

r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple (15%) who t i c k e d  th e  "U n c e rta in "  

c a te g o ry  compared w ith  th e  v e ry  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  (6%) who w ere i n  d e f i n i t e  

d isa g re e m e n t w hich r e f l e c t e d  th e  d eg ree  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  su rro u n d in g  t h i s  

i s s u e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  ap p e a rs  to  have been  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  m ost 

re s p o n d e n ts  t h a t  t h i s  mode o f  a sse ssm en t can p ro v id e  an added in c e n t iv e  

to  w ork.

T h e ir  comments i l l u s t r a t e  th e  g e n e ra l  te n o r  o f  f e e l in g s  on t h i s  i s s u e :

. . .  i t  h e lp s  a  c h i l d  t o  work b e t t e r  i n  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  y e a r ’s 
w ork i s  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  and  n o t  j u s t  t h e  r e v i s i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
e x a m . . .  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  t h e  t h i n g  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p . . .  and  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  a  l o t  Of them  show th e m s e lv e s  v e r y  w i l l i n g  t o  w ork h a r d  o v e r  
a  lo n g  p e r i o d  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f o l d e r .  (112)

I t  a c t s  a s  a  m o t iv a to r  f o r  p u p il s  to  work th ro u g h o u t th e  e n t i r e  
c o u rs e , ( i l l )

T h is  ev id en ce  su p p o r ts  t h a t  o f  o th e r  s tu d i e s .  For in s ta n c e ,  R obinson (19TT) 

r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f a  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  scheme in to  h i s  

sch o o l had h ad , " . . .  a v e ry  fa v o u ra b le  e f f e c t  on th e  m o ra le  and p r o d u c t iv i ty  

o f our f i f t h  y e a r "  ( p . 5 0 ) . A nother te a c h e r  f e l t  t h a t  th e  o n -g o in g  n a tu re  

o f c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t p ro v id e d  a b o o s t to .m o ra le  and c o n f id e n c e :
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TABLE 2; ATTITUDES TOWARDS CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 

(e x p re s se d  a s  a  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  t o t a l  re sp o n s e )

IT M  STRONGLY
AGREE

AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY
DISAGREE

1 5 ( i )  C on tinuous a sse ssm en t 
i s  c a p a b le  o f m o tiv a t in g  
p u p i l s  t o  work c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  
th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rs e .

22 57 15 5 1

1 5 ( i i )  C ontinuous a sse ssm en t 
g iv e s  a  more rounded  and 
a c c u r a te  p i c tu r e  o f an 
i n d i v i d u a l 's  r e a l  a b i l i t y .

38 45 12 4 1

1 5 ( i i i )  C ontinuous a ssessm en t 
r e d r e s s e s  th e  b a la n c e  f o r  
th o s e  p u p i l s  who a re  p re p a re d  
to  work h a rd  over an ex tended  
p e r io d  a s  opposed to  th o s e  
who a re  c a p a b le  o f  do ing  w e ll  
by  w ork ing  h a rd  j u s t  b e fo re  
an  e x a m in a tio n .

37 52 8 .5 2 .5

5 ( iv )  The f a c t  t h a t  so many 
CSE c o u rs e s  in v o lv e  an elem ent 
o f  c o n tin u o u s  assessm en t 
e x e r ts  c o n s id e ra b le  p r e s s u re  
on some p u p i l s  who f e e l  th e  
need to  p roduce  a l a r g e  q u a n tity  
o f  work o f  a c o n s i s t e n t ly  h ig h  
s ta n d a r d .

12 44 24 19 1

1 5 (v) Thé d u t i e s  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  in  
c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  demanding o f  a 
t e a c h e r 's  tim e  and e n e rg y .

38 49 4 9 -

1 5 ( v i )  One o f th e  fu n c t io n s  
o f  a  te a c h e r  i s  c o n s ta n t ly  to  
encou rage  p u p i l s  to  g iv e  o f 
t h e i r  b e s t .  The need to  make 
r e a l i s t i c  a sse ssm e n ts  d u rin g  
th e  c o u rse  c o n f l i c t s ,  a t  some 
p o in t s ,  w ith  th e  a t te m p t to  
m o tiv a te  them .

20 44 13 20 3

1 5 ( v i i )  Whenever an  in d iv id u a l  
a c t s  as b o th  te a c h e r  and 
ex am in er, th e r e  i s  a lw ays th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a  v a r i e t y  o f 
p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s  may in f lu e n c e  
th e  a sse ssm en t to  some e x te n t .

L ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11 56 12 18 3
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.......
STRONGLY
AGREE

AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE STRONGLY
DISAGREE

1 5 ( v i i i )  C ontinuous 
a sse ssm en t o f  th e  s tu d y  
o f  l i t e r a t u r e  av o id s  
c e r t a i n  in h e re n t  te n d e n c ie s  
o f  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n s : 
th e  le a r n in g  o f n o te s  and 
r e g u r g i t a t i o n  o f  second
hand o p in io n s .

28 1+T 11 11 3

1 5 ( ix j  C ontinuous 
a sse ssm en t i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w e l l - s u i t e d  to  th e  s tu d y  o f 
l i t e r a t u r e  b eca u se  i t  
e v a lu a te s  a  p u p i l ’s re s p o n se  
t o  a  t e x t  when i t  i s  made 
r a t h e r  th a n  a sk in g  him to  
d u p l i c a te  t h a t  re sp o n se  
d u r in g  an ex am in a tio n  w hich 
may be q u i t e  rem o te  from  th e  
tim e  when i t  was s tu d ie d .

39 43 10 T 1

1 5 (x ) L a rg e - s c a le  c o n tin u o u s  
a s s e s sm e n t, o p e ra te d  over an 
e n t i r e  r e g io n ,  makes i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  be  c o n f id e n t 
t h a t  th e  m arks awarded r e a l l y  
do r e f l e c t  a c c u r a te ly  th e  
r e g io n a l  s ta n d a rd .

13 36 31 IT 3

* For ea se  o f  r e a d in g ,  th e s e  re s p o n s e s  a re  a ls o  rep ro d u c e d  in d iv id u a l ly  in  
fo o tn o te s  to  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  s e c t i o n s .
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The k id s  f e e l  t h a t  ev e ry  s in g le  p ie c e  o f  work th e y  do a t  any s ta g e  i s  

e q u a l ly  im p o rta n t an d , f o r  th o s e  who h a v e n 't  much a b i l i t y , to  f e e l  t h a t  

y o u 'v e  r e a l l y  done som eth ing  to d a y  t h a t  has h e lp e d  tow ards you r exam r e s u l t  

has been  a  m o tiv e  f o r  k eep in g  a t  i t ' "  ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  3 1 , 1 975 , p . 51) 

T each ers  in  S p e n c e r 's  s tu d y  (1979) a l s o  drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  in c re a s e d  

m o tiv a t io n  w hich had r e s u l t e d  from  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  co n tin u o u s  

as s es sm en t:

In c re a s e  amount o f  work done by p o o re r  p u p ils  b eca u se  o f  
g r e a t e r  m o t iv a t io n  ( F i f e  h)
. . .  I  f e e l  th e r e  h as  been  a  g r e a t e r  a p p l ic a t io n  to  c l a s s  work 
s in c e  th e  f i r s t  a s s e s sm e n t. C la ss  has l e a r n t  to  ap p ly  i t s e l f  
w ith  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n tr a t io n  ( S tr a th c ly d e  5) ( p . 8 7 )

C u m u la tiv e ly , t h i s  q u a l i t a t i v e  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  te a c h e r s

see  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as a  p o te n t  so u rce  o f  m o t iv a t io n .  However, t h i s

r a i s e s  c e r t a i n  q u e s t io n s :  w hat i s  th e r e  abou t t h i s  method o f  exam ining

w hich p ro v id e s  th e  in c e n t iv e  t o  work and why i s  i t  t h a t  a m in o r i ty  o f

te a c h e r s  have found th e  g e n e ra l  p r in c i p l e  to  b e  u n tru e  in  t h e i r  own c a se s?

The o n -g o in g  n a tu re  o f  c o n tin u o u s  assessm en t ap p ea rs  to  p la y  an

im p o rta n t p a r t  in  i t s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  m o tiv a t in g  c a n d id a te s . The ways in

w hich t h i s  can  be u t i l i z e d  to  in c re a s e  m o tiv a t io n  w ere d e s c r ib e d  by

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (197 5 ):

The b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o f  in fo rm in g  th e  p u p i l  o f  h i s  c u r r e n t  
p ro g re s s  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  m e n tio n e d . . .  I f  a c a n d id a te 's  work f a l l s  
b eh in d  t h a t  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c l a s s  a  te a c h e r  can ta k e  e f f e c t iv e  
a c t io n  and s in c e  in te rm e d ia te  r e s u l t s  a f f e c t  th e  f i n a l  
a s s e s sm e n t, th e  c a n d id a te  h im se lf  i s  more e a s i l y  p e rsu ad ed  to  
ta k e  a c t io n .  T h is  su g g e s ts  t h a t  c a n d id a te s  who a r e  a s s e s s e d  
c o n tin u o u s ly  sh o u ld  o b ta in  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  th a n  th o s e  o f  e q u a l 
a b i l i t y  ta k in g  " o n e -s h o t"  e x a m in a tio n s . Both te a c h e r  and p u p i l  
have th e  in fo rm a tio n  and in c e n t iv e  to  im prove t h e i r  p e r fo rm a n c e s .

( p . 31)

The u s e fu ln e s s  o f  an o n -g o in g  a sse ssm en t was a l s o  m en tioned  by re s p o n d e n ts  

in  th e  p re s e n t  e n q u iry . F or i n s ta n c e ,  a rg u ed  t h a t  co n tin u o u s

asse ssm e n t i s  " . . .  w o rth w h ile  b eca u se  th e  p ro g re s s  a c h ie v e d  and th e
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in te rm e d ia te  m ile s to n e s  p a sse d  a re  a good g u id e  t o  m o n ito r in g  a b i l i t y

and m aking te a c h in g  r e l e v a n t " .  T hus, i t  seems t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t iv e  i n  m o tiv a t in g  p u p i l s  when te a c h e r s  u se s  i t  as

a d ia g n o s t ic  t o o l  and f o r  m o n ito r in g  p ro g re s s :

The know ledge t h a t  he m ust co n d u c t th e  e n t i r e  c o u r s e ,  from  
c o n c e p tio n  to  f i n a l  g r a d e ,  makes th e  te a c h e r  aw are o f th e  
i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  e v e ry th in g  he d o e s . . .  He can u se  c o n tin u o u s  
a sse ssm en t to  m o t iv a te  r e c a l c i t r a n t  and c o n s c ie n t io u s  s tu d e n ts  
a l i k e ;  he can  u se  i t  to  d ia g n o se  in d iv id u a l  s t r e n g th s  and 
w eaknesses and th e  su c c e ss  o r f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  te a c h in g .  He can  
u s e  i t ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s  a t o o l  to  a s s i s t  h is  te a c h in g .

(B ryan , 1973, p . 54)

T hus, i t  seems p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  su c c e s s  en joyed  by c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t 

i s  p a r t l y  d e te rm in e d  by th e  way in  w hich th e  te a c h e r  h a n d le s  i t . The 

te a c h e r  needs to  be  aw are t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  a  mode o f  exam ining 

w ith  s p e c ia l  f e a tu r e s  w hich  may be  e x p lo i te d  to  in c r e a s e  m o t iv a t io n .  I f  

t h i s  s u g g e s tio n  i s  c o r r e c t  and th e  t e a c h e r 's  approach  i s  im p o r ta n t ,  t h i s  

may e x p la in  why some te a c h e r s  f in d  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t d is a p p o in t in g  as 

a  so u rc e  o f  m o t iv a t io n .  Some re s p o n d e n ts  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  to  o th e r  f a c t o r s  

in  th e  exam ining env ironm ent s t r e s s in g  t h a t  m o t iv a t io n  may b e  in f lu e n c e d  

by f a c t o r s  w hich a re  q u i t e  e x tra n e o u s  to  th e  mode o f a s s e s sm e n t. For 

in s ta n c e ,  Q309 a rgued  t h a t  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  g roup  o f  p u p i ls  

may be  an im p o rta n t v a r i a b l e :  "The v a lu e  o f co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t o f te n  

depends on th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u p . P u p i l s '  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ards co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t can  n e g a te  th e  id e a l s  b eh in d  i t " .  Q289 

s t r e s s e d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  home env ironm ent: " . . .  i t  o f te n  depends on

home background  w hether c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t i s  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  p u p i l s  o r 

n o t -  fa v o u rs  s t a b l e ,  i n t e r e s t e d  home". He concluded  t h a t ,  "Seme re sp o n d , 

some d o n 't  -  l o t s  o f v a r i a b l e s " .  T h is  view  was p e rh ap s  b e s t  sum m arized 

by 0395:
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C ontinuous a sse ssm e n t " i s  c a p a b le "  y e s ,  b u t  does no t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  do so ( i . e .  m o tiv a te  p u p i l s ) .  A p u p i l 's  
m o tiv a t io n  may be b ased  on some q u i t e  s e p a ra te  f a c t o r :  th e  
la c k  o f  m o tiv a t io n  may have n o th in g  t o  do w ith  th e  system  o f  
assessm en t and may b e  b ased  on f a c to r s  w hich h e a v i ly  outw eigh  
th e  p o s s ib le  m o t iv a t io n  w hich can be  c r e a te d  by co n tin u o u s  
a s s e s sm e n t.

F i n a l l y ,  th e r e  was a  sm a ll m in o r i ty  who h e ld  th e  view  t h a t  an 

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  a more e f f e c t iv e  in c e n t iv e  t o  w ork , t h a t  co n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm e n t q u ic k ly  lo s e s  th e  im pact w hich th e  imminence o f  a f i n a l  

ex am in a tio n  n ev er f a i l s  to  p ro v id e . T h is  view  was t y p i f i e d  by I l 4 :  "In  

no way do I  th in k  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  m o t iv a t io n a l  i f  i t ' s  

c o m p le te ly  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t a p a r t  from  th e  v e ry  b r ig h t  o n e s . . .  I  

th in k  c h i ld r e n  ex p ec t an  ex a m in a tio n . I  th in k  i t ' s  g o t c u r re n c y " .

S pencer (1979) r e p o r te d  s im i la r  v iew s am ongst some o f th e  te a c h e r s  i n  h is  

s u rv e y :

The im pact o f exams was co m p le te ly  l o s t  and much o f th e  w r i t t e n  
work demanded was n o t d o n e . . .  An exam (w ith  th e  l e s s  m o tiv a te d  
p u p i l )  has an im pact and means much more th a n  any o th e r  v ia b le  
a l t e r n a t i v e  I  have y e t  s e e n . . .  F o ld e r-w o rk  soon l o s t  i t s  
im p o rtan ce  f o r  p o o r e r / l e s s  w i l l in g  p u p i l s .  ( F if e  3) ( p .90)

The q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  o f  item  ( i )  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  such view s a re  sh a re d  by

o n ly  a m in o r i ty  o f t e a c h e r s .  In d e e d , th e  v e ry  h ig h  r a t e  o f  agreem ent

e l i c i t e d  by item  ( i )  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  in c r e a s in g  m o tiv a t io n

was one o f th e  m ost a t t r a c t i v e  f e a tu r e s  o f  t h i s  mode o f  exam in ing .

4 . QUESTION 1 5 ( v i ) :  THE DUAL ROLE OF TEACHER-ASSESSOR

The ev id en ce  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  s e c t io n  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

saw c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as a  p o t e n t i a l l y  p o w erfu l so u rc e  o f m o tiv a t io n  

b u t s in c e  th e r e  a re  many f a c t o r s  w hich may underm ine t h i s ,  Q u estio n  1 5 ( v i )  

to o k  one o f  th e  m ost c o n t r o v e r s i a l  o f th e s e  t h r e a t s  to  in c re a s e d  

m o t iv a t io n ,  th e  d u a l r o l e  o f  t e a c h e r - a s s e s s o r , and exam ined i t  i n  g r e a t e r  

d e t a i l .
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Some e d u c a t io n i s t s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  to  f u l f i l  th e  r o le s  o f  te a c h e r  and

p u b lic  a s s e s s o r*  s im u lta n e o u s ly  i s  a  c o n t r a d ic t io n  in  te rm s , t h a t  t h i s

j o i n t  r o l e  i s  a p a ra d o x ic a l  one. They a rg u e  t h a t  th e  aim o f  exam ining

i s  t o  p ro v id e  as p r e c i s e  and as o b je c t iv e  an e v a lu a t io n  o f  a p u p i l 's

a t ta in m e n t as i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  w h ile  th e  t e a c h e r 's  p rim ary  g o a l i s

t o  m o tiv a te  him . C ontinuous a s s e s sm e n t, by r e q u i r in g  th e  te a c h e r  to  p erfo rm

b o th  r o le s  s im u lta n e o u s ly , may c r e a te  t e n s io n .  T h is  view  was t y p i f i e d

by Chapman (196 7 ) :

I s  i t  r e a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  te a c h e r s  sh o u ld  be  c o n t in u a l ly  
seen  to  b e  i n  an a s s e s s in g  r o le ?  W ill n o t a  f a i r l y  complex 
assessm en t p ro c e d u re  p la c e  an undue em phasis on w hat sh o u ld  
be  an i n c id e n ta l  r a t h e r  th a n  a p rim ary  fu n c t io n  o f  th e  te a c h e r?

( p . 90)

S p e n c e r 's  s tu d y  (1979) i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  ty p e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  w hich c o u ld  a r i s e

as a  r e s u l t  o f t h i s ;  " . . .  ' t h e  ad v an tag es  in  m o tiv a t in g  some w ere o f f s e t  by

th e  ta n tru m s  o f  o th e rs  who f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e a c t u a l l y  ex p re sse d  t h e i r

f r u s t r a t i o n  and se n se  o f  in ad eq u acy  w ith  c o n t in u in g  f a i l u r e ' "  (p .8 8 ) .

S in ce  m ost o f th e  e x i s t in g  m a te r i a l  on t h i s  to p ic  c o n s i s t s  o f  p e r s o n a l

o p in io n s ,  i t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  i t  would b e  u s e f u l  to  g a th e r  some l a r g e - s c a l e

q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta .  T h e re fo re ,  item  (v i)  s t a t e d :

One o f th e  fu n c t io n s  o f  a te a c h e r  i s  c o n s ta n t ly  to  encourage 
p u p i ls  to  g iv e  o f  t h e i r  b e s t .  The need to  make r e a l i s t i c  
a sse ssm e n ts  o f  t h e i r  perfo rm ance d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  c o n f l i c t s ,  
a t  some p o in t s ,  w ith  th e  a t te m p t to  m o tiv a te  them .

R esponden ts w ere asked  to  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f ag re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .** One f i f t h  o f  th e  sam ple (20%) o p ted  f o r  th e

* I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een th e  r o l e  o f th e  te a c h e r  as a
" p r iv a te "  a s s e s s o r  i . e .  th e  k in d  o f e v a lu a t io n  w hich he c a r r i e s  o u t every  
day as  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  te a c h in g  and as a  " p u b lic "  a s s e s s o r  m arking  
f o r  ex am in a tio n  p u rp o se s . I t  i s  t h i s  second r o l e  w hich some e d u c a t io n i s t s  
r e g a rd  as p ro b le m a tic .

** S tro n g ly  Agree (20%), A gree (44% ), U n c e r ta in  (l3 % ). D isa g re e  (20% ), 
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (3%).
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" s t ro n g ly  A gree" c a te g o ry  s u g g e s tin g  th a t  a s iz e a b le  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e

re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  s t r o n g ly  ab o u t th e  te n s io n  in  t h i s  r o l e .  A f u r th e r  kk%
ag re e d  w hich m eant t h a t  o v e r a l l  more th a n  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  th e  sam ple (64%)

f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  d u a l r o l e  c r e a te d  c o n f l i c t  betw een te a c h in g  and a s s e s s in g

a t  some p o in t s .  I l l  a rg u ed  th e  c a se  th u s :

One o f  o n e 's  f u n c t io n s  as  a  te a c h e r  o f  E n g lish  i s  to  c o n s ta n t ly  
encourage p u p i l s  to  g iv e  o f  t h e i r  b e s t  and to  make in v id io u s  
c o n t r a s t s  betw een  them i s  bound to  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  a t te m p t 
to  encourage them . T h is  i s  an u n a v o id a b le  c o n t r a d ic t io n  in  
co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t.

102 a g re e d : " . . .  in  E n g l is h ,  th e  fu n c t io n  o f exam ining and th e  fu n c t io n  o f  

te a c h in g  a re  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  th e  s a m e .. .  The r o l e  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  i s  

a  c l i n i c a l  o n e . . .  The p u rp o se  i s  t o  say  w hat i s  good , bad  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  

and t h a t ' s  n o t th e  f u n c t io n  o f  te a c h in g .  The fu n c t io n  o f te a c h in g  i s  to  

e n a b le  c h i ld r e n  to  do as w e l l  as th e y  c a n " .

In  c o n t r a s t  w ith  th e  64% w h o 'ag reed  w ith  item  ( v i ) ,  a lm ost a  q u a r te r

o f  th e  sam ple (23%) d is a g r e e d .  They gave v a r io u s  re a so n s  f o r  r e f u t i n g  th e  

s ta te m e n t .  For in s ta n c e ,  I l 4  f e l t  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  welcomed an h o n e s t 

a s se ssm en t o f  t h e i r  ach iev em en ts  and t h a t  t h i s  d id  n o t i n t e r f e r e  w ith  

m o t iv a t io n :

I  d o n 't  th in k  i t s  c o n t r a d ic to r y  a t  a l l .  I  th in k  te a c h e r s  a re  
c o n s ta n t ly  h av in g  to  make a s s e s s m e n ts . . .  th e  te a c h e r  i s  an
a s s e s s o r  by d e f i n i t i o n . . .  c h i ld r e n  w ant to  be  gu ided  by knowing
how w e ll  t h e y 'r e  d o in g . I  d o n 't  th in k  th e  k id s  see  any c o n f l i c t  
in  your r o l e  and I  th in k  t h a t ' s  what m a t t e r s .

105 a rgued  t h a t  th e  two r o l e s  w ere q u i te  s e p a r a te  and t h a t  t h i s  e l im in a te d  

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n f l i c t :  " I  have no d i f f i c u l t y  w h a tso e v e r. I t  i s  my 

jo b  to  te a c h  th e  s u b je c t  as  w e ll  as  I  can  and th e n  I  th in k  o f  m y se lf  in  a 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e  when I  mark t h e i r  w ork". Some te a c h e r s  a rg u ed  th a t  

th e  o b l ig a t io n  to  g iv e  an o b je c t iv e  a ssessm en t co u ld  be  u s e f u l :
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Sometimes i t  i s  u s e f u l  to  have to  make com parisons betw een 
k id s  b eca u se  you can g e t  so w rapped up in  en co u rag in g  groups 
o f  k id s  who a re  l e s s  a b le  t h a t  you lo s e  p e r s p e c t iv e  on th e  
r e l a t i v e  q u a l i ty  o f  t h e i r  w o r k . . .  I  can  th in k  o f  c a se s  w here I  
have o v e r -e s t im a te d  how w e ll  k id s  a r e  do ing  u n t i l  I 'v e  s t a r t e d  
to  compare them w ith  o th e r s .  (113)

I t  a l s o  emerged t h a t  th e  way in  w hich th e  te a c h e r  h a n d le s  th e  w hole 

p ro c e s s  o f  m arking  and hand ing  back  work may be  a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  in  

d e te rm in in g  w hether t h i s  c o n f l i c t  a r i s e s .  F or in s ta n c e ,  113 e x p la in e d  

t h a t ;

The comment I  make on t h e i r  p ie c e  o f  work i s  ab o u t th e  r e l a t i v e  
v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  w ork , r e l a t i v e  to  w hat th e y  have done and w hat 
th e y  a re  l i k e l y  t o  do and b e c a u se  t h i s  i s  s e p a r a te  from  th e  
m ark on th e  mark s h e e t ,  t h a t  i s  why th e r e  i s n ’t  t h i s  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,

L ike  113 , many o th e r  te a c h e r s  who re g a rd e d  th e  t e a c h e r - a s s e s s o r  r o l e  as a

p o t e n t i a l  so u rc e  o f  c o n f l i c t  had adop ted  s t r a t e g i e s  to  cope w ith  t h i s

d i f f i c u l t y .  Some gave a " p u b lic "  mark f o r  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p u rp o ses  w hich

r e f e r r e d  to  th e  " r e l a t i v e "  v a lu e  o f  th e  w ork: r e l a t i v e ,  t h a t  i s ,  to  w hat

had been  a ch iev ed  in  th e  p a s t  w hereas th e  " p r iv a te "  mark w hich went i n to

th e  m ark book was a more r e a l i s t i c  a ssessm en t o f  i t s  w orth  in  r e l a t i o n  to

th e  w id e r s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  CSE e x am in a tio n . O th e rs ,  l i k e  113 , gave no

" p u b lic "  m arks and r e l i e d  on w r i t t e n  comments to  g u id e  and m o tiv a te  p u p i l s .

O thers  s t i l l ,  s e e in g  no c o n f l i c t  betw een  th e  two r o l e s ,  u sed  a s in g le  mark

fo r  b o th  p u b lic  and p r iv a t e  p u rp o ses  a rg u in g  t h a t  p u p il s  p r e f e r r e d  an h o n e s t

assessm en t o f  t h e i r  work r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  p e e rs  and t h a t  o th e r

means c o u ld  be  u sed  to  m o tiv a te  them i f  th e  a c tu a l  mark was d is a p p o in t in g :

I  f in d  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e  fo u r te e n  o r f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d ,  i f  you 
l e v e l  w ith  him o r  h e r ,  w i l l  ta k e  it" . I 'm  s u re  t h e y 'r e  aware 
t h a t  one day th e  c ru n ch  w i l l  come and y o u 'v e  g o t to  a s s e s s  them . 
P e r s o n a lly  I 'v e  n ev e r a d ju s te d  m arks f a l s e l y  to  encourage p e o p le .
I  hope th a t  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  them , and t h a t  my o th e r  a t te m p ts  
to  u rg e  them on , w i l l  n o t r e l y  s o le ly  on th e  mark a t  th e  bo ttom  
o f th e  p ag e . (I0 6 )
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In  s p i t e  o f th e  s t r a t e g i e s  ad op ted  by some t e a c h e r s ,  th e  re sp o n se s  

to  item  ( v i )  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  found th e  d u a l r o l e  c re a te d  

c o n f l i c t  a t  some p o in t s .  However, i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  p u t t h i s  item  in to  

p e r s p e c t iv e  by com paring th e  p a t t e r n  o f  re s p o n se s  w ith  t h a t  on item  ( i ) .  

C o n s id e ra b ly  more re sp o n d e n ts  b o th  ag ree d  and s t r o n g ly  ag ree d  w ith  item  

( i )  th a n  w ith  item  (v i)  ( i . e .  22% and 57% compared w ith  20% and 44%) 

s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  a l th o u g h  m ost te a c h e r s  p e rc e iv e d  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f 

t e n s io n  in  t h i s  d u a l r o l e ,  th e y  d id  n o t r e g a rd  t h i s  as a  m ajo r o b s ta c le  

to  th e  power o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t to  m o tiv a te  p u p i l s .  O v e r a l l ,  th e  

re s p o n se s  seemed to  su g g e s t t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  a  p o te n t  m o tiv a t in g  

f o r c e  b u t  t h a t  th e  need f o r  t e a c h e r s  to  ad o p t th e  d u a l r o l e  can c r e a te  

t e n s io n  a t  some p o in t s .

5 . INCREASED PROFESSIONAL DIALOGUE

I t  i s  o f te n  com plained  t h a t  te a c h in g  i s  a  p ro fe s s io n  w hich i s  p r a c t i s e d  

in  i s o l a t i o n ,  g e n e ra tin g  l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  te a c h e r s  to  come to g e th e r  

t o  exchange id e a s  o r t o  t a c k l e  common problem s c o l l e c t i v e l y .  T h e re fo re ,  

one consequence o f th e  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  r o l e  w hich d id  r e c e iv e  warm p r a i s e  

was t h a t  i t  had prom oted c o n ta c t  betw een  sc h o o ls  and in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t  

s p e c i a l i s t s .

T each ers  who c a r ry  o u t a s se ssm e n ts  f o r  CSE need to  m eet r e g u la r ly  

and t h i s  p ro v id e s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  p r o f e s s io n a l  d ia lo g u e .  New id e a s  

a re  d e v e lo p e d , in n o v a tio n s  a r e  d is s e m in a te d  more q u ic k ly  and te a c h e r s  can  

c o l la b o r a te  over common d i f f i c u l t i e s .  In  t h i s  way, CSE has become a 

seedbed  f o r  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  and p ro g re s s  and some te a c h e r s  a t ta c h e d  g r e a t  

im p o rtan ce  to  t h i s :
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. . .  i t  has b ro u g h t te a c h e r s  to g e th e r  to  exchange i d e a s . and 
in fo rm a tio n  f a r  more th a n  ever b e fo r e  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f 
e d u c a tio n . In  my v iew , th e s e  m e e tin g s  o f  te a c h e r s  have done 
more to  encourage te a c h e r s  to  u t i l i z e  o th e r  m ethods in  t h e i r  
t e a c h i n g . . .  th a n  any c o u rse  w hich  h as  ever been  o rg a n is e d  by 
th e  DES o r any o th e r  body . I t  has  made a trem endous amount o f  
d i f f e r e n c e  to  in - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  b eca u se  i t  i s  in - s e r v i c e  
t r a i n i n g  w ith o u t a c o u rse  l e a d e r . . .  I  th in k  i f  I  w ere asked  
w hat i s  th e  m ost im p o rta n t a s p e c t  o f  CSE, I  w ould say  te a c h e r  
invo lvem en t in  th e  ex am in a tio n  p r o c e s s . . .  CSE b ro u g h t more 
p e o p le  i n to  th e  ex am in a tio n  sp h e re  and i t  i s  n o t j u s t  a m a tte r  
o f te a c h e r s  go ing  round  and exam ining someone e l s e 's  p u p i l s .
T h is  g e t t in g  to g e th e r  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  and exchanging  id e a s ,  has 
done th e  e d u c a tio n  s e r v ic e  a power o f  good, (I0 8 )

I  s e e  my commitment t o  EMREB a s  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  my t e a c h i n g  
b e c a u s e  i t  makes me a  b e t t e r  t e a c h e r . . .  By coming i n t o  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  p e rh a p s  some o f  t h e  b e s t  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
many o f  t h e  p e o p le  a t  N o tt in g h am  a r e  v e r y  h i g h  q u a l i t y  p e o p le  
i n d e e d ,  i t  h a s  h e lp e d  my t e a c h i n g  t r e m e n d o u s ly .  (1 0 5 )

I 'm  Chairman o f  th e  l o c a l  E n g lish  P a n e l . . .  and t h i s  has b een  id e a l  
f o r  f in d in g  o u t w h a t 's  gone on in  o th e r  s c h o o ls .  I  th in k  t h a t  
th e  amount o f d ia lo g u e  t h a t  has gone on in  CSE can  o n ly  c o n t r ib u te  
to  a more i n t e r e s t i n g  s y l l a b u s . . .  I  th in k  i t ' s  made us co nce rned  
ab o u t what we ex p ec t from  c h i l d r e n . . .  I t ' s  g iv e n  us th e  chance 
t o  d is c u s s  w hat c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  b e  p ro d u c in g  a t  s ix te e n  and 
w e 'v e  been  a b le  to  p u t th e s e  th in g s  i n to  p r a c t i c e .  ( I l4 )

O th e r  s t u d i e s  a g r e e  t h a t  when t e a c h e r s  become in v o lv e d  i n  a s s e s s m e n t ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  exchange  i s  i n c r e a s e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  B u r c h n a l l  (1968 ) 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  c o n t i n u o u s l y  a s s e s s e d  c o u r s e  i n t o  h i s  

s c h o o l  t h u s :

The e x t ra  work in v o lv e d  was c o n s id e ra b le  b u t  n o t i n t o l e r a b l e  
. . .  one o f th e  m e r i ts  o f  th e  scheme l i e s  in  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
a f fo rd e d  to  th e  sc h o o ls  in v o lv e d  t o  s h a re  t h e i r  id e a s ,  d is c u s s  
t h e i r  problem s and i n t e r e s t s ,  and s tr e n g th e n  th e  l in k s  w hich 
n a t u r a l l y  e x i s t  betw een e n t h u s i a s t i c  and r e s p o n s ib le  s t a f f s .

( p .29)

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (19T5) ag re e d  t h a t :  " I t  has b e n e f i t s  in  t h a t  

te a c h e r s  se e  m ore o f  each  o t h e r 's  sc h o o ls  and can compare s ta n d a r d s ,  

u n d e rs ta n d  each o t h e r 's  p roblem s and sp re a d  good id e a s  more q u ic k ly .  A ll  

th e s e  sho u ld  le a d  to  a  r a i s i n g  o f  s ta n d a rd s  and th e  a d o p tio n  o f b e t t e r  

c u r r i c u la "  (p p .51  and 8 2 ) .  L ik ew ise , one o f t h e i r  s u b je c ts  r e p o r te d  t h a t :
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" ’G e tt in g  t o  know o th e r  te a c h e r s  and c o -o p e ra t in g  w ith  them has come o u t 

as an  a d d i t io n a l  a d v a n ta g e ' " ( p .13 ).

However, i t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e s e  g low ing  t r i b u t e s  d id  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly

r e f l e c t  th e  g e n e ra l  l e v e l  o f  b e n e f i t  d e r iv e d  from  invo lvem en t in  CSE

sim p ly  b e c a u se  th e y  w ere made by te a c h e r s  who w ere h e a v i ly  in v o lv e d  in

th e  ex a m in a tio n . T hat such  b e n e f i t s  do a c c ru e  when th e  te a c h e r  i s  in v o lv e d

to  t h a t  e x te n t  i s  beyond d is p u te .  However, i t  was d ec id ed  th a t  th e

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  sh o u ld  t r y  to  gauge how w id esp read  th e s e  ad v an tag es  w ere

f e l t  to  b e  am ongst t h i s  random sam ple o f  p r a c t i s in g  te a c h e r s  -  n o t j u s t

th o s e  who had in v o lv e d  th e m se lv e s  in  CSE p a n e ls  eind com m ittees w here th e y

w ere l i k e l y  to  m eet lik e -m in d e d , e n l ig h te n e d  in d iv id u a l s .  T h e re fo re ,

Q u es tio n  l 6 ( x i i )  s t a t e d :

The m e e tin g s , p a n e ls  and com m ittees e t c .  in v o lv e d  in  th e  
ru n n in g  o f th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  have b ro u g h t a d d i t io n a l  b e n e f i t s  
f o r  p r a c t i s in g  t e a c h e r s ,  in  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
f o r  th e  s h a r in g  o f  id e a s  and th e  d is s e m in a t io n  o f  e x p e r t i s e .

R espondents w ere asked  to  in d i c a t e  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  agreem ent w ith  t h i s  

s ta te m e n t .*  The r e s u l t i n g  p a t t e r n  o f re sp o n s e s  was r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  from  

w hat m igh t have been  ex p ec ted  on th e  b a s i s  o f th e  rem arks made by th o s e  

h e a v i ly  in v o lv e d  in  such a c t i v i t i e s .  Only a  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  

sam ple (7%) w ere in  s tro n g  ag reem ent w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t a lth o u g h  a lm o st 

h a l f  (48%) a g re e d . T h is  m eant t h a t  a l to g e th e r  j u s t  over h a l f  o f  th e  

sam ple (55%) b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e y  had d e r iv e d  th e  k in d  o f  a d d i t io n a l  b e n e f i t s  

d e s c r ib e d  in  item  ( x i i )  from  t h e i r  inv o lv em en t in  CSE. N e ith e r  th e  o v e r a l l  

l e v e l  o f  agreem ent no r th e  amount o f  s t ro n g  ag reem en t w ere h ig h .  

N e v e r th e le s s ,  more th a n  h a l f  o f th e  t e a c h e r s  th o u g h t t h a t  CSE had had 

u s e f u l  " s p in - o f f s "  on t h e i r  te a c h in g  and t h i s  i s  a  consequence o f CSE

* S tro n g ly  Agree (7%), A gree (48% ), U n c e r ta in  (33% ), D is a g re e  (ll% ) ,  
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (1% ).
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in v o lv em en t w hich sh o u ld  no t h e  u n d e rv a lu e d . CSE has p ro v id e d  th e  

o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  many more te a c h e r s  to  become in v o lv e d  in  exam ining t h e i r  

s u b je c t  th a n  happens in  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n s  and t h i s  has im p lic a t io n s  

f o r  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  t h e i r  work o v e r a l l .

A lthough  o n ly  a  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple (12%) d is a g re e d  w ith

t h i s  s ta te m e n t ,  a  s t r i k i n g l y  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  (33%) h e ld  no d e f i n i t e  o p in io n

e i t h e r  w ay. T h is  may have been  b eca u se  th e y  w ere n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y  in v o lv e d

in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  to  comment. T h is su g g e s tio n  i s  su p p o rte d

by I 0 6 's  o b s e rv a t io n  ab o u t th e  way in  w hich te a c h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o p e ra te s

in  p r a c t i c e .  I 06 b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e r e  was a w id esp read  la c k  o f  inv o lv em en t

in  Mode I  a n d , a lth o u g h  he re g a rd e d  t h i s  as a  p rob lem , he  s t i l l  f e l t  t h a t

te a c h e r  in v o lv em en t was a  w o rth w h ile  f e a t u r e  o f  CSE:

. . .  th e  te a c h e r  invo lvem en t i s  a  key f e a t u r e  w hich i s  v e ry  good 
a lth o u g h  I 'v e  g o t r e s e r v a t io n s  abou t i t s  o p e r a t io n .  One i s  t h a t  
te a c h e r s  a r e n ' t  as in v o lv e d  as th e y  ought to  b e .  T h a t 's  t h e i r  
own f a u l t ,  I  t h i n k ,  b u t  a l o t  o f  te a c h e r s  d o n 't  in v o lv e  
th e m se lv e s  in  CSE work and th e n  com plain  abou t th e  k in d  o f 
d e c is io n s  t h a t  a re  made as  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  p e o p le  who d o . . .
T h a t 's  a  d i f f i c u l t y  b u t a t  l e a s t  more te a c h e r s  a re  in v o lv e d  
th a n  a r e  a t  0 -L ev e l so by and l a r g e  th e  te a c h e r  inv o lv em en t i s  
a  good th i n g .

When asked  i f  he th o u g h t t h a t  CSE had b ro u g h t th e  a v e ra g e , p r a c t i s in g

te a c h e r  th e  k in d  o f  " c r o s s - f e r t i l i s a t i o n "  o f id e a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  Q u estio n

I b ( x i i ) ,  he r e p l i e d :

Y es, to  a l im i t e d  e x te n t  b u t n o t th e  " a v e ra g e , p r a c t i s in g  
E n g lish  te a c h e r "  b e c a u se  th e  a v e ra g e , p r a c t i s in g  E n g lish  
te a c h e r  h a s n ' t  been  a t  th e  m e e t in g s . . .  I t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  I 'v e  m e t, 
over th e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  a l o t  o f E n g lish  te a c h e r s  and I 'v e
l e a r n t  a  l o t  from  them b u t I 'm  n o t av e rag e  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  a l l
E n g lish  te a c h e r s  a r e  no t in v o lv e d  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  I  am.

He i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  p o in t  by r e f e r r i n g  to  a l o c a l  p a n e l m ee tin g  w hich we

had b o th  a t te n d e d : " . . .  when I  w ent to  a m ee tin g  o f  th e  L e i c e s te r s h i r e

N orth  P a n e l ,  I  a l re a d y  knew s e v e r a l  o f  them by t h e i r  C h r is t i a n  names



1 2 0

a l th o u g h  I 'd  n ev e r been  th e r e  b e fo re  b u t th o s e  p eo p le  a re  alw ays a t  th e  

m e e tin g s  I  a t t e n d " .*  105 had s im i la r  r e s e r v a t io n s ;  " I  suppose  t h a t  even 

w ith  te a c h e r s  do ing  t h i s ,  we have c r e a te d  an e l i t e .  T h a t 's  a l r i g h t  so 

lo n g  as  we in  th e  e l i t e  d o n 't  s t a r t  to  p o n t i f i c a t e  and t e l l  t e a c h e r s  w hat 

to  d o . . .  I  th in k  t h a t  to  make t h i s  k in d  o f  ex am in a tio n  work p r o p e r ly ,  y o u 'v e  

g o t to  make everyone who i s  in v o lv e d  f e e l  p a r t  o f  i t " .

T h is  problem  ap p ea rs  to  b e  w id e sp re a d . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  S e c re ta ry  

o f th e  S o u th e rn  Board o b serv ed  th a t  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in v o lv e  th em se lv es  

in  exam ining:

. . .  i s  n o t one w hich has been  u n iv e r s a l ly  welcomed by th e  te a c h in g  
p r o f e s s io n  and even among th o s e  who have welcomed i t  t h e r e  has 
b een  a  r e lu c ta n c e  on o c c a s io n s  to  a c c e p t i t s  f u l l  im p l ic a t io n s .
We th u s  have an i r o n i c  and p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s tu r b in g  s i t u a t i o n .

. T here  i s  an a sse ssm en t p a t t e r n  w hich i s  becom ing in c r e a s in g ly  
com plex in  te rm s o f  th e  te c h n iq u e s  b e in g  u sed  and a  te a c h in g  
p r o f e s s io n ,  some o f whose members ap p e a r u n w ill in g  to  in v o lv e  
th e m se lv es  d i r e c t l y  in  th e  a sse ssm en t p r o c e d u r e . . .  I t  i s  o n ly  
th ro u g h  th e  in fo rm ed  inv o lv em en t o f  th e  te a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  as 
a w hole t h a t  te a c h e r  c o n t ro l  o f  p u b lic  ex am in a tio n s  can be 
a c h ie v e d . (M ac in to sh , 1972, p p . l4  and l 6 )

C le a r ly ,  CSE has p ro v id e d  b o th  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  and th e  fram ew ork f o r  

te a c h e r s  to  become more in v o lv e d  in  th e  exam ining o f  t h e i r  s u b je c t  b u t 

th e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  need f o r  g r e a t e r  invo lvem en t on th e  p a r t  o f  a l l  t e a c h e r s .  

However, t h i s  does n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  im ply c r i t i c i s m  o f  th o s e  te a c h e r s  who 

have n o t p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  in  CSE.

6 . OBSTACLES TO FULL INVOLVEMENT

T each ing  i s  a dem anding p ro f e s s io n  and many o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  

t h a t  E n g lis h , w ith  i t s  heavy m arking  lo a d  and th e  c o n s ta n t  need to  p re p a re  

f r e s h  le s s o n  m a te r ia l s  r e l e v a n t  to  p a r t i c u l a r  g roups o f  p u p i l s ,  was

*I06 was r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  Mode I .  Some in te rv ie w e e s  su g g e s te d  th a t  
Mode 3 encouraged  a g r e a t e r  d e g re e  o f in v o lv em en t. In d e e d , th o s e  who w ish  
to  be c lo s e ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  ex am in a tio n  w i l l  p ro b ab ly  o p t f o r  Mode 3 
anyway.



1 2 1

e s p e c i a l l y  so . T hus, some o f  them re g a rd e d  ex am in a tio n  commitments as

an a d d i t io n a l  bu rden  in  an a l re a d y  onerous p r o f e s s io n .  Some te a c h e r s  w ere

d e e p ly  concerned  t h a t  th e s e  e x t r a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  r e c e iv e d  l i t t l e  o r no

acknow ledgem ent in  t h e i r  te a c h in g  t im e ta b le s ,  t h a t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  tim e  was

a v a i l a b l e  to  perfo rm  o u t-o f - s c h o o l d u t i e s  as  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  as th e y

w ished  and t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  re m u n e ra tio n  was no t p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  i n t e r n a l

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  th e y  w ere o b lig e d  to  u n d e r ta k e . A s e l e c t io n  o f

t h e i r  comments w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  f e e l in g s  on th e s e  i s s u e s .

As f a r  as th e  s tu d e n ts  th e m se lv es  a r e  co n c e rn e d , I  f e e l  t h a t  
100% a sse ssm en t o f  c o u r s ework i s  a  much f a i r e r  and more 
a c c u ra te  m e th o d .. .  However, th e  b u rd en s and s t r a i n s  i t  p la c e s  
upon th e  te a c h e r  a r e  v e ry  g r e a t  and t h i s  sh o u ld  b e  re c o g n ise d  
by g iv in g  te a c h e r s  m a rk in g , p r e p a r a t io n  and m o d e ra tio n  tim e  
d u rin g  th e  sc h o o l day fo r  s u b je c t s  w hich a r e  c o n tin u o u s ly  
a s s e s s e d  -  e s p e c i a l l y  E n g lis h . (Q 285 )

The volume o f  work and th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  goes w ith  i t  
( a re )  f r e q u e n t ly  n o t re c o g n ise d  by Management in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f s a ls iry  p o in t s .  The CSE te n d s  t o  o v e rlo a d  E n g lish  d ep a rtm en ts  
p a r t  i  c u l a r l y . ( Q 53 2)
C oursew o rk .. .  adds to  th e  E n g lish  t e a c h e r 's  w o rk lo ad . The a v e ra g e , 
c o n s c ie n tio u s  E n g lis h  te a c h e r  w orks v e ry  h a rd  w ith o u t t h i s  
added l a b o u r . . .  Exam b o ard s  c r e a te  h o s t i l i t y ,  among Heads o f 
E n g l i s h . . .  (by) in c r e a s in g  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p ap e r w ork .(Q  007)

The demands o f  te a c h in g  E n g lish  a re  alw ays h i g h . . .  The p la n n in g  
o f work i s  alw ays g r e a t  b eca u se  each g roup has d i f f e r e n t  demands 
and th e  m arking  o f  E n g lish  e ssa y s  i s  alw ays dem anding, in  p a r t  
b eca u se  o f  th e  s h e e r  volum e. The assessm en t o f  f o ld e r s  i s  a 
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  tim e-co n su m in g . ( Q 380)

The d e g re e  o f e f f o r t  i s  n o t r e l a t e d  to  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  
ex am in a tio n  s t r u c t u r e  b u t  to  th e  lo s s  o r s h o r ta g e  o f  m arking  
p e r io d s  in  s c h o o l. (Q 3^5)

The m ain problem  h e re  i s  th e  s ta g g e r in g ly  low p ro p o r t io n  o f 
p r e p a r a t io n  tim e  a llo w ed  by th e  av e ra g e  E n g lish  seco n d ary  sc h o o l 
t im e ta b le .  (Q 496)

The mass o f  f o r m - f i l l i n g  betw een th e  end o f  F eb ru a ry  and th e  end 
o f A p r i l i  The i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  o f L i t e r a t u r e  f o ld e r s  -  a  huge 
t a s k  -  and v i t a l  t o  th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e  w hole ex am in a tio n  -  
t o t a l l y  u n p a id  and v a s t l y  tim e-co n su m in g . (Q 386)

The volum e o f w ork r e q u ir e d  f o r  i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  in  a l a r g e  
com prehensive i s  m ost onerous a t  E a s te r  t im e . C lose  s c r u t in y  by 
Head o f D epartm ent i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  m o d e ra tio n  -
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m ost tim e-consum ing  and no e x t r a  f e e  f o r  t h i s  in  Mode I  -  u nder 
Mode 3 th e  rew ard s ( f i n a n c i a l )  a re  c o n s id e ra b le .  T h is d is c re p a n c y  
seems u n j u s t .  (Q 470)

As th e  Head o f  D ep artm en t, I  am r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  i n t e r n a l  
m o d e ra tio n  o f :  ( i )  Mode I  O ra l (3 w eek s); (2) Mode I  L i t e r a t u r e  
f o l i o s  (100-120 c a n d id a te s ) ;  (3 ) Mode 3 c o u rse  w o r k . . .  D uring 
th e  busy  E a s te r  Term I  have to  be ta k e n  o f f  some c la s s e s  -  
u s u a l ly  s ix th  form  t o  g iv e  o r a l  exams and to  e n t e r t a i n  v i s i t i n g  
m o d e ra to rs . The c l e r i c a l  work in v o lv e d  f o r  two Mode I  co u rse s  
and a  Mode 3 i s  v e ry  dem anding and to o  co m p lica ted  t o  d e le g a te .

(Q 310)

When c o n s id e r in g  th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  b e a r  in  mind 

th e  o r i g i n a l  id e a l :  " E f f e c t iv e  te a c h e r  c o n t r o l  o f  s y l la b u s  c o n te n t ,  

ex am in a tio n  p a p e rs  and exam ining te c h n iq u e s  i s  th e  ro c k  on w hich th e  CSE 

system  w i l l  s ta n d "  ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 , 1963 , p . 3 ) .  I f  th e  ex am in a tio n  

i s  to  b e n e f i t  from  g r e a t e r  te a c h e r  invo lvem en t and i f  more te a c h e r s  a re  

to  en jo y  th e  ad v an tag es  w hich  t h i s  s tu d y  s u g g e s ts  a c c ru e  from f u l l  

in v o lv e m e n t, s e r io u s  acc o u n t m ust be  ta k e n  o f  th e  e x t r a  demands a te a c h e r  

f a c e s  when he ta k e s  on th e  a d d i t io n a l  r o l e  o f  a s s e s s o r .  As H ipk in  ( l9 7 l )  

a s s e r te d :

. . .  i n t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  n o t b e  p e rm itte d  to  occupy to o  
much o f a  t e a c h e r 's  l im i te d  tim e  and e n e r g y . . .  Where te a c h e r s  
a re  ex p ec ted  to  u n d e r ta k e  a d d i t io n a l  d u t i e s  th e y  sh o u ld  be 
a d e q u a te ly  recom pensed and a s s i s t e d ,  ( p .23)

7 . QUESTION 1 5 ( i i ) :  INTERNAL VALIDITY

At th e  in c e p t io n  o f  CSE, i t  was c la im ed  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t 

co u ld  g iv e  a  more v a l id  m easure o f  a t ta in m e n t th a n  th e  o n e -sh o t t e s t . I t  

was f e l t  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  sho u ld  a s c e r t a in  w hether th e  t e a c h e r s ’ 

e x p e r ie n c e s  o f t h i s  p ro c e d u re  endo rsed  o r r e f u te d  t h i s  c la im . D id te a c h e r s  

b e l ie v e  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t to  b e  a f a i r e r  and more a c c u ra te  m ethod o f 

exam ining an d , i f  s o ,  why? Which o f i t s  f e a tu r e s  d id  th e y  p e rc e iv e  as 

c o n t r ib u t in g  to  i t s  h e ig h te n e d  l e v e l  o f  v a l i d i t y ?  T here w ere s e v e r a l  item s
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i n  Q u es tio n  15 w hich d e a l t  w ith  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t;

th e  f i r s t  was item  ( i i )  w hich was d e s ig n e d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  i n t e r n a l

v a l i d i t y *  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t;

C ontinuous a sse ssm e n t g iv e s  a more rounded  and a c c u ra te  p ic tu r e  
o f  an i n d i v i d u a l 's  r e a l  a b i l i t y .

R espondents w ere asked  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .* *

The re sp o n se s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h i s  e a r ly  c la im  has b een  v in d ic a te d .

More th a n  a  t h i r d  o f th e  re s p o n s e s  (38%) w ere c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  " S tro n g ly

A gree" c a te g o ry .  Only one item  i n  Q u estio n  15 y ie ld e d  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f

s tro n g  agreem ent th a n  t h i s .  A f u r th e r  45% ag ree d  w hich m eant t h a t  th e

overw helm ing m a jo r i ty  (83%) re g a rd e d  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t as a

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  m easure o f  a t ta in m e n t .  T h is  h ig h  l e v e l  o f

consensus was m atched by an  a lm o st n e g l ig ib l e  r a t e  o f  d isa g re e m e n t ( 5%).

C le a r ly ,  i t s  a b i l i t y  to  im prove th e  v a l i d i t y  o f a sse ssm en t was p e rc e iv e d

as  one o f c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t 's  m ost a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s .  However,

item  ( i i )  gave no in d i c a t io n  o f  why re sp o n d e n ts  b e l ie v e d  t h i s  to  b e  so .

The q u a l i t a t i v e  e v id en ce  o f th e  w r i t t e n  and spoken comments su g g e s te d

t h a t  th e r e  w ere two p r in c i p a l  re a s o n s  why re sp o n d e n ts  re g a rd e d  co n tin u o u s

a sse ssm e n t as  hav ing  a good l e v e l  o f i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y .  F i r s t l y ,  i t  was

re g a rd e d  as a  more s a t i s f a c t o r y  sam pling  p ro c e d u re  th a n  th e  o n e -o f f

ex am in a tio n  w hich i s  s u b je c t  to  v a r io u s  sam pling  e r r o r s  (s e e  p p .lO O -lO l) .

The p rudence  o f ta k in g  a  w id e r sam ple o f  perfo rm an ces  was one o f th e  m ost

* The co n cep t o f i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  i s  b a se d  on th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  judgem ent 
o f e x p e r ts  in  th e  f i e l d  in  q u e s tio n :  " ' I n t e r n a l '  v a l i d i t y  i s  co nce rned  
w ith  th e  c o n te n t  and s t r u c t u r e  o f th e  t e s t .  Do th e s e  ap p ea r to  b e  
re a s o n a b le  and s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  We 's i z e  u p ' a t e s t ,  n o tin g  i t s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and form  a  judgem ent co n ce rn in g  i t s  v a l i d i t y "  (H itchm an,
1966 , p . 6 2 )

** S tro n g ly  A gree (38%), A gree (45%), U n c e r ta in  (12% ), D isa g re e  (4%), 
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (l% ).



124

f r e q u e n t  argum ents fo rw ard ed  in  fa v o u r o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t:

. . .  i t  te n d s  t o  g iv e  you a w id e r p i c t u r e .  Y o u 're  n o t r e ly in g  
on a o n e -o f f  c o m p o sitio n  o r a o n e -o f f  c o m p re h e n s io n ... I  th in k  
i t ' s  v e ry  u n f a i r  to  a s s e s s  someone on th e  b a s i s  o f  a  o n e -o f f  
ex a m in a tio n , ( l l 4 )

I  th in k  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  th e  b e s t  m ethod o f o b ta in in g  
an a c c u ra te  p ic tu r e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l 's  r e a l  a b i l i t y .  (Q 231)

I  c a n ' t  r e a l l y  se e  th e  p o in t  o f  f i n a l ,  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s .
I  th in k  t h a t  in  A ssessm ent T heory te rm s t h e y 'r e  v e ry ,  v e ry  poor 
sam ples o f k i d s '  o v e r a l l  p erfo rm ance  o r  a b i l i t y .  (113)

As f a r  as th e  s tu d e n ts  th e m se lv es  a re  co n ce rn ed , I  f e e l  t h a t  
100% assessm en t o f  c o u rs ework i s  a much f a i r e r  and more a c c u ra te  
method th a n  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n . (Q 285 )

I t  i s  a more v a l i d  and a c c u ra te  a sse ssm en t o f  th e  r e a l  q u a l i ty  
o f a  c a n d id a te 's  w ork. I  am c o m p le te ly  in  fav o u r o f  i t .  (Q 395)

The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  i s  n o t a lo n e  in  f in d in g  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  

r e g a rd e d  as a  s u p e r io r  m easure  o f a t ta in m e n t .  The m o d e ra to rs  su rveyed  

in  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (19T5) c o n c u rre d  t h a t  i t  w as, " . . .  t h e  f a i r e s t  

m ethod a v a i l a b l e "  ( p . 8 2 ) .

W hile some te a c h e r s  em phasised  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f  co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, 

o th e r s  w ere more concerned  by th e  in a d e q u a c ie s  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l t e s t s .  For 

in s ta n c e ,  when asked  w hether he th o u g h t t h a t  a f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  co u ld  

f u l f i l  a f u n c t io n  w hich o th e r  ty p e s  o f  a s se ssm en t cou ld  no t p e rfo rm , 101 

answ ered th u s :

Y es, i t  can make p e o p le  w r i te  w orse.' I  th in k  a l l  th e  e f f e c t s  
te n d  t o  be  n e g a t iv e .  Under p r e s s u r e  o f  tim e  th e y  w r i te  l e s s  
a c c u r a te ly ,  l e s s  v ig o ro u s ly ,  l e s s  c r e a t iv e l y  b eca u se  you c a n 't  
r e q u i r e  i t  a t  th e  sw itc h  o f  a b u t t o n . . .  I  th in k  t h a t  th e  g r e a t  
ach ievem en t o f CSE was t o  make th e  norm al p ro c e d u re s  o f  c la s s  
te a c h in g  a c c e s s ib le  t o  a s s e s s m e n t . . .  i n  so f a r  as CSE s t r a y s  
from  t h a t , i t  s t r a y s  from  one o f  i t s  m ost im p o rta n t f u n c t io n s .

Some te a c h e r s  w ere e s p e c i a l l y  concerned  ab o u t th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  

t h i s  f o r  a re a s  o f E n g lish  such  as re s p o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e *  and c r e a t iv e  

co m p o sitio n :

* T h is  to p ic  i s  d e a l t  w ith  s e p a r a te ly  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  c h a p te r .
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W hat's  w o rr ie d  me over th e  y e a rs  i s  th e  q u a l i ty  o f co m p o sitio n  
work in  a  o n e -o f f  e x a m ... w ith  no o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  c a n d id a te s  
to  work on s t i m u l i . . .  i t ' s  s u r p r i s in g  how o f te n  c la s s  te a c h e r s  
a r e  d is a p p o in te d  in  th e  perfo rm an ce  o f  many good c a n d id a te s .
. . .  As f a r  a s  I 'm  co n ce rn ed , th e  w hole p u rp o se  o f  co n tin u o u s  
a sse ssm e n t i s  t o  make a b s o lu te ly  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we a re  a b le  to  
o b ta in  th e  c a n d id a te 's  b e s t  w ork . I 'v e  lo n g  b een  w o rr ie d  abou t 
th e  s im p le  co m p o sitio n  ex am ... t h a t ' s  what w e 'd  l i k e  to  see  
ev id en ce  o f  ov er th e  c o u rse  o f  f i v e  te rm s in  a f o l i o  o f  w ork .

(107)

A s im i la r  p o in t  was made by 110 in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  C re a t iv e

W ritin g  F o lio  w hich was o f f e r e d  as  an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  p a r t  o f  th e  Mode I

Language P aper f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ;

The C re a t iv e  W ritin g  F o lio  was an  a d d i t io n  w hich  was o f  v a lu e ,  
b e l i e v in g ,  as  I  d o , t h a t  th e  id e a  o f  c r e a t iv e  co m p o sitio n  
b e in g  som eth ing  w hich you do on a Tuesday m orning a t  9 .3 0  a .m . 
when you a r e  pushed  in to  an ex am in a tio n  s i t u a t i o n  and t o l d ,
"C re a te .'"  i s  th e  k in d  o f  th in g  w hich no p r o f e s s io n a l  a u th o r
would a t te m p t to  do and ex p ec t to  g e t th e  b e s t  w ork. The id e a  
o f i n s t a n t  c r e a t i v i t y  j u s t  b eca u se  an ex am in a tio n  t im e ta b le  
demands i t ,  I  d o n 't  th in k  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  on . I t  t h e r e f o r e  gave 
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  c h i ld r e n  to  do work r a t h e r  in  th e  same way 
t h a t  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  g iv e s  them th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  do w ork: 
w hich i s  ov er a  p e r io d  o f  t im e ; w hich i s  a s s e s s e d  over a p e r io d  
o f tim e  and e l im in a te s  some o f th e  problem s o f th e  o n - th e - s p o t  
e x a m in a tio n .

O ther s tu d ie s  have a l s o  uncovered  a c u te  conce rn  over th e  i n v a l i d i t y

o f perfo rm an ces g iv e n  in  " o n e -sh o t su d d e n -d e a th "  t e s t s  (R ow lands, 1974,

p . l 0 4 ) .  Snowdon (1965 ) r e p o r te d  t h a t :

F in a l  e x am in a tio n s  o f te n  g iv e  w hat ap p ea r to  be  u n r e l i a b l e  
g ra d e s .  A r e c e n t  Cambridge r e p o r t  ex p re sse d  conce rn  t h a t  some 
s tu d e n t s ,  known to  have done good work f o r  th r e e  y e a r s ,  sh o u ld  
u n e x p e c te d ly  o b ta in  a f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  r e s u l t  much below  w hat 
has ap p ea red  to  b e  t h e i r  r e a l  q u a l i t y .  , ( p . 39)

C ontinuous a s s e s s m e n t, he a rg u e d , w ould e l im in a te  " . . .  'a c c id e n ta l*  f a i l u r e s  

a t  th e  end o f  th e  c o u rs e "  ( p . 39). L ik e w ise , E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) 

found t h a t :  "When th e  r e s u l t s  o f e n d -o f- te rm  ex am in a tio n s  a r r i v e  th e r e  

a re  o f te n  s u r p r i s e s :  one p u p i l  has done much b e t t e r  th a n  was th o u g h t
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p o s s ib le ;  a n o th e r  h as  d is a p p o in te d "  ( p .1 9 ).

C le a r ly ,  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  

a t t r i b u t e d  p r im a r i ly  to  i t s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  ta k in g  a w ide ra n g e  o f sound ings 

over an ex tended  p e r io d  o f  tim e  and f o r  in c o rp o r a t in g  work done under 

norm al c la ssro o m  c o n d i t io n s  i n to  th e  a sse ssm e n t th u s  a v o id in g  th e  danger 

o f u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ex am in a tio n  p e rfo rm a n c e s .

8 . QUESTION 1 5 ( i i i ) ;  A FAIRER METHOD OF ASSESSMENT?

A nother o f  th e  p r in c i p a l  argum ents in  fa v o u r  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t

a t  th e  o u ts e t  was t h a t  i t  p ro v id e d  a more j u s t  m ethod o f  a s s e s sm e n t.

Whereas th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  te n d s  to  fa v o u r  q u ick  w its  and v e r b a l

a g i l i t y ,  i t  was a rg u ed  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w ould a llo w  c h i ld r e n  who

la c k e d  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s  to  show t h e i r  t r u e  a b i l i t y .  T each ers  knew t h a t

c h i ld r e n  who l e a r n t  q u ic k ly  o f te n  w asted  much o f  th e  c o u rse  and s t i l l  d id

w e ll  by making a c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t  d u r in g  th e  r e v i s i o n  p e r io d .  Whereas

th e s e  c a n d id a te s  b e n e f i t t e d  from  th e  " o n e -s h o t"  s t y l e  o f  exam in ing , i t

was seen  as d e t r im e n ta l  to  o th e r  m e n ta l ty p e s :

. . .  a n y th in g  w hich a c t u a l l y  b u i ld s  in t o  th e  e ig h te e n  m onths 
from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  f o u r th  y e a r  onwards i s  w e ll  w orth  
d o in g . T h is  i s  th e  argum ent we u s e d . in  th e  e a r ly  days and 
p o in te d  o u t t h a t  f o r  CSE-type c a n d id a te s  we d id  n o t w ant 
e v e ry th in g  t o  depend on r e a d y , q u ick  w its  and q u ick  v e r b a l  
f l u e n c y . . .  T h is i s  so im p o r ta n t so t h a t  c h i ld r e n  a re  n o t 
tem pted  to  w aste  th e  f o u r th  y e a r . . .  y o u 'r e  m easu rin g  w i l l  to  
work and y o u 'r e  m easu rin g  d e te rm in a t io n .  T h is  i s  why c o u rse  
work has done so m u c h ...  ( I0 3 )

Was t h i s  s t i l l  re g a rd e d  as  an im p o rta n t a t t r i b u t e  o f co n tin u o u s  

a ssessm en t?  Had th e  im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d  to  t h i s  a t  th e  o u ts e t  been  j u s t i f i e d  

by ex p e rie n c e ?  In  o rd e r  to  answ er t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  item  ( i i i )  s t a t e d :
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C ontinuous a sse ssm en t r e d r e s s e s  th e  b a la n c e  f o r  th o s e  p u p i l s  
who a re  p re p a re d  to  work h a rd  over an ex tended  p e r io d  o f t im e ,
as opposed to  th o s e  p u p i l s  who a r e  c a p a b le  o f  d o ing  w e l l  by-
w orking  h a rd  j u s t  b e fo re  an e x a m in a tio n .

R esponden ts w ere ask ed  to  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t 

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .*  Of a l l  th e  i s s u e s  p e r ta in in g  t o  c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t r a i s e d  by  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  t h i s  was th e  one w hich e l i c i t e d  

th e  g r e a t e s t  l e v e l  o f  agreem ent (89%). M oreover, i t  was som ething  abou t 

w hich many o f  them f e l t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g ly  w ith  more th a n  a t h i r d  (37%) 

in d i c a t in g  s tro n g  ag ree m en t. In  c o n t r a s t ,  o n ly  2.5% o f  th e  sam ple

d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .  I f  th e  l e v e l  o f ag reem en t e l i c i t e d  by an

item  i s  ta k e n  as th e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s ,  th e n  th e  e x tre m e ly  h ig h  

r a t i n g  en joyed  by ite m  ( i i i )  su g g e s ts  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t 's  

c a p a c i ty  f o r  re w a rd in g  c o n s c ie n tio u s n e s s  h as  p roved  to  b e  one o f  i t s  m ost 

a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s .

The comments w hich w ere v o lu n te e re d  convey som eth ing  o f  th e  v a lu e  w hich

t h i s  was p e rc e iv e d  t o  h ave . For in s ta n c e ,  101 a rg u ed ;

We a r e  c e r t a i n l y  c o n sc io u s  o f h av in g  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m in o r i ty  o f 
s tu d e n ts  who have q u a l i t i e s  o f  p e r s i s t e n c e  and c o n s c ie n tio u s n e s s  
t h a t  a r e  b e t t e r  rew arded  th ro u g h  CSE th a n  th ro u g h  an o n - th e -d a y ,  
l im i te d  e x a m in a t io n . . .  o f  th e  two e x a m in a tio n s , th e r e  i s  no 
doub t in  my mind t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  th e  s u p e r io r  
m ethod o f  exam in ing .

113 was o f a  s im i la r  o p in io n : "T here was a  f e e l in g  t h a t  (co n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm e n t)  a llow ed  s tu d e n ts  a  b e t t e r  d e a l  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f re a s o n s  such 

as  k id s  who clam  up in  an exam, k id s  who e a r n e s t ly  endeavour ov er a p e r io d  

o f two y e a rs  r a th e r  th a n  k id s  who have a  t r i c k  o f  m e m o risa tio n  and maybe 

work f o r  a m o n t h . . . " .  These c o n v ic tio n s  a re  endorsed  by o th e r  s t u d i e s .

For in s ta n c e .  E xam inations B u l l e t in  31 (1975) found t h a t :  "T eachers have 

commented on th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  th e  p a s s  l e v e l .  The scheme

* S tro n g ly  A gree (37% ), A gree (52%), U n c e r ta in  ( 8 . 5%), D isa g re e  (2% ), 
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (.5 % ).
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seems to  encou rage  th e  a v e ra g e  o r weak c a n d id a te  t o  p e rs e v e re  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  y e a r " .  (p .4 0 )

B efo re  le a v in g  t h i s  i te m , i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  c l a r i f y  an is s u e  r a i s e d  

by one o r two re s p o n d e n ts  who o b je c te d  to  what th e y  re g a rd e d  as a  v a lu e  

judgem ent i m p l i c i t  i n  item  ( i i i ) .  For i n s t a n c e ,  Q395 arg u ed  t h a t ,  " I 5 ( i i i )  

im p lie s  some s o r t  o f  m e r i t  i n  te rm s o f  ex am in a tio n  s u c c e s s e s .  The p u p i l  

who g a in s  a Grade 1 by  h a rd ,  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t . j u s t  b e fo re  th e  exam 

i s  p ro b a b ly  go ing  to  b e  a b le  and w i l l in g  to  a p p ly  t h a t  h a r d , c o n c e n tra te d  

e f f o r t  as  and when n e c e s s a ry  in  t h e i r  w ork ing  l i f e . "  T h is  comment r a i s e s  

th e  im p o r ta n t q u e s t io n  o f w h eth er an ex am in a tio n  i s  d e s ig n e d  p r im a r i ly  

to  p r e d ic t  f u tu r e  ach ievem en t o r to  d e s c r ib e  a t ta in m e n t .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

0395 was r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  p r e d ic t iv e  f u n c t io n  o f  exam ining w hereas CSE 

i s  p r im a r i ly  a d e s c r ip t i v e  ex am in a tio n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a t ta in m e n t .  C le a r ly ,  

m ost te a c h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t p ro v id e s  a f a i r e r  d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  a t ta in m e n t th a n  o n e -s h o t t e s t s  can  g iv e .

^ . A THREAT TO THE VALIDITY OF CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

L earn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a sse ssm e n t ( s e e  p .  97 ) e n a b le s  e lem en ts o f  th e  

le a r n in g  p ro c e s s  t o  be  a s s im i la t e d  in to  t h e  a ssessm en t w hich a re  n o rm a lly  

in a c c e s s ib le  t o  e x am in a tio n  and t h i s  has been  seen  as one o f  th e  g r e a t  

s t r e n g th s  o f  t h i s  m ethod . For in s ta n c e .  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) 

s t r e s s e d  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t " . . .  a llo w s  n o n -c o g n it iv e  f a c to r s  

to  be  ta k e n  in to  acco u n t in  th e  a s se s sm e n t"  ( p .1 3 ) .  S im i la r ly ,  Wiseman 

p o in te d  o u t t h a t  " . . . 'you have g o t to  have a  c e r t a i n  amount o f know ledge 

and in  o rd e r  to  t e s t  t h a t  you do n o t need co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. When you 

come to  th e  developm ent o f  a e s t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e s  and th e  developm ent o f  

s k i l l s ,  th e n  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t comes in to  i t s  ow n '" (q u o ted  by

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  3 1 , 1975 , p . 3 6 ) .  T h is  c a p a c i ty  fo r  ta p p in g  s k i l l s



129

and e x p e r ie n c e s  w hich a re  n o rm ally  in a c c e s s ib le  t o  ex am in a tio n  has been

w id e ly  re g a rd e d  as one o f  co n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t 's  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h s .  However,

i t  has encouraged  te a c h e r s  to  in c lu d e  in  t h e i r  mark schemes c r i t e r i a  w hich

have no p la c e  in  a  CSE ex am in a tio n . For in s t a n c e ,  a lth o u g h  in  a p u re ly

i n t e r n a l  t e s t  a t e a c h e r  may c o n s id e r  i t  u s e f u l  to  m easure th e  developm ent

o f  a t t i t u d e s ,  th e s e  may no t b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  in c lu s io n  in  a p u b lic  t e s t

o f  a t ta in m e n t .  As I08  o b se rv ed :

I 'v e  seen  c a s e s  w here m arks have b een  aw arded f o r  p ersonal, 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  such as p e r s e v e ra n c e ,  en d eav o u r, e f f o r t  and 
so on and th e n  th e s e  have been  b l i n d ly  added to  raw marks f o r  
a  w r i t t e n  p a p e r  and th e s e  have been  b l i n d ly  added to  raw marks 
b ased  upon a  s u b je c t iv e  judgem ent o f  a  te a c h e r .  A ll  th e  
c o n s t i tu e n t s  o f  t h i s  m a th e m a tic a l pudding  have been  m a te r ia ls  
w hich d o n 't  p roduce  a homogeneous m ix tu re  a t  th e  f i n i s h . . .  I t  
i s n ' t  a t ta in m e n t  anyway. Somebody may t r y  ex tre m ely  h a rd  in  a 
c e r t a i n  s u b je c t  and s t i l l  p roduce h o p e le s s  r e s u l t s  and in  such 
c a se s  how can  you u se  as one o f  you r c o n s t i tu e n t  m arks in  a
s c o re  f o r  a t ta in m e n t a m ark f o r  e f f o r t ?

I r o n i c a l l y ,  one o f  th e  g r e a t  s t r e n g th s  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  a ls o

a p o t e n t i a l  w eak n ess . B ecause i t  f a c i l i t a t e s  a  more com p reh en siv e , and

th e re b y  more v a l i d ,  a s s e s sm e n t, i t  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e s  th e  in c lu s io n  o f

in a p p r o p r ia te  c r i t e r i a  w hich may underm ine i t s  in c re a s e d  v a l i d i t y .

T h is  s e c t io n  and th e  p re c e d in g  one may ap p ea r to  c o n t r a d ic t  each

o th e r  in  t h a t  th e  p re c e d in g  s e c t io n  em phasised  th e  v a lu e  o f  an

assessm en t p ro c e d u re  w hich rew ards c a n d id a te s  who a re  p re p a re d  to  work 

h a rd  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rse  w h ile  th e  p r e s e n t  s e c t io n  i s  c r i t i c a l  o f  th o s e  

schemes w hich g iv e  m arks f o r  q u a l i t i e s  such  as p e rs e v e ra n c e . However, 

th e r e  i s  an  im p o rta n t d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een fa v o u r in g  schemes w hich a llo w  

th e s e  q u a l i t i e s  to  p la y  a p a r t  in  d e m o n s tra tin g  a t ta in m e n t and betw een 

in t ro d u c in g  them  d i r e c t l y  in to  th e  a ssessm en t as m easu rab le  com ponents 

o f  th e  mark scheme. In  o th e r  w o rd s, w h ile  i t  i s  q u i te  a c c e p ta b le  to  u se  

an a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re  w hich a llo w s th e  c a n d id a te 's  in d u s tr y  to  be 

r e f l e c t e d  in  h is  a t ta in m e n t ,  i t  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  m a tte r  to  in tro d u c e  t h i s
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q u a l i ty  d i r e c t l y  in t o  th e  ex am in a tio n  by m aking i t  a c o n s t i tu e n t  o f th e  

mark scheme.

10 . QUESTION l ^ ( i v ) :  PUPILS' WORKLOAD

S in ce  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was p e rc e iv e d  as re w ard in g  th e  c o n s c ie n t io u s

w o rk e r, t h i s  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  w ork load  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f t h i s

mode o f  exam in ing . I f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t does fa v o u r th e  in d u s tr io u s

c a n d id a te ,  does i t  fo llo w  t h a t  i t  i s  a m ore dem anding form  o f  ex am in a tio n

r e q u i r in g  a  g r e a t e r  amount o f e f f o r t  th a n  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am ination?

T here  w ere two ite m s  in  Q u estio n  15 w hich d e a l t  w ith  t h i s  i s s u e  -  one from

th e  p u p i l s '  p o in t  o f  v iew  ( ite m  iv )  and th e  o th e r  from th e  t e a c h e r s '  p o in t

o f  v iew  ( ite m  v ) , S in ce  th e  p re c e d in g  s e c t io n  was co nce rned  w ith  th e

p u p i l s '  c o n s c ie n t io u s n e s s ,  i t  seems l o g i c a l  t o  d e a l  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n  o f

w ork load  from  th e  p u p i l s '  p o in t  o f  view  f i r s t .

V ario u s  s tu d ie s  have e x p lo re d  t h i s  i s s u e  b u t  th e y  a re  n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y

r e le v a n t  to  th e  p r e s e n t  en q u iry  b eca u se  th e y  d e a l  w ith  co n tin u o u s

assessm en t in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e  i s s u e

cou ld  be made more r e l e v a n t  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  sc h o o ls  by ta k in g  accoun t

o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  s tu d y  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s u b je c t s ,  s e v e r a l

o f w hich may in v o lv e  an e lem ent o f c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. T h e re fo re ,

Q u estio n  1 5 ( iv )  s t a t e d :

The f a c t  t h a t  so many CSE c o u rse s  in v o lv e  an elem en t o f 
c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t e x e r ts  c o n s id e ra b le  p r e s s u re  on some 
p u p i l s ,  i n  t h a t  th e y  f e e l  th e  need to  p roduce  a l a r g e  q u a n t i ty
o f work o f  a  c o n s i s t e n t ly  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  ach iev em en t.

R esponden ts w ere i n v i t e d  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f ag reem en t/ d i s agreem ent 

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t?

* S tro n g ly  A gree (12% ), A gree {hh%), U n c e r ta in  (24% ), D isa g re e  (l9 % ),
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (l% ).
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Over h a l f  o f th e  sam ple ( 56%) w ere in  ag ree m en t, 12% s t r o n g ly  s o .

Those who commented on t h i s  i s s u e  i d e n t i f i e d  a  number o f  f a c t o r s  w hich

may c o n t r ib u te  to  t h i s  p r e s s u r e .  For i n s ta n c e ,  QI62 drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e

in f lu e n c e  o f  home environm ent a rg u in g  t h a t ,  " P a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s c ie n t io u s ,

m id d le - c la s s  p u p i l s  o f  m o d era te  a b i l i t y ,  s u b je c t  to  p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e "

w ere e s p e c i a l l y  s u s c e p t ib le .  However, th e  d i f f i c u l t y  w hich i s  l i k e l y  t o

a f f e c t  th e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  c a n d id a te s  was r a i s e d  by I l 4  who u p b ra id e d

te a c h e r s  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  c o - o r d in a te  t h e i r  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  o r to

d i s t r i b u t e  them e v en ly  a c ro s s  c o u r s e s .  The c r i s i s  p o i n t ,  he a rg u e d ,

o f te n  came to w ard s  th e  end o f  th e  f i n a l  y e a r  :

. . .  t h i s  i s  a  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  b eca u se  some o f  them have 
fo u r  o r f i v e  s u b je c ts  w ith  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t and i f  th e  
te a c h e r s  have n o t been  a s s id u o u s  in  s p re a d in g  i t  ou t over th e  
p e r io d  o f  th e  c o u rs e ,  th e n  some o f  them  a re  p u t under a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f p r e s s u r e  t o  g e t t h e i r  c o u rs ework re a d y  f o r  A p r i l  o r May 
in  th e  f i n a l  y e a r .

At th e  r o o t  o f  t h i s  problem  l i e s  th e  ten d en cy  o f  t e a c h e r s  t o  o p e ra te  as 

i s o l a t e d  s u b je c t  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e  p r o v is io n  o f e x a m in a tio n s , ta k in g  

l i t t l e  acc o u n t o f w hat o th e r  s u b je c t s  w i l l  b e  dem anding. A ttem pts to  

fo rm u la te  " a c ro s s  s u b je c t s "  a n d /o r  " w ith in  s c h o o l"  p o l i c i e s  c o v e rin g  such 

m a t te r s  as  th e  s i z e  o f  c o u rse  work r e q u ire m e n ts ,  t h e i r  c o - o r d in a t io n  and 

f a i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r a r e l y  o c c u r .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  more th a n  h a l f  o f  th o s e  

sam pled f e l t  t h a t  th e  o v e r a l l  demand w hich in d iv id u a l  c a n d id a te s  may 

fa c e  " . . .  e x e r ts  c o n s id e ra b le  p r e s s u re  on some p u p i l s " .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  has to  b e  acknow ledged th a t  in  com parison  w ith  th e  

l e v e l  o f agreem ent e l i c i t e d  by some item s in  Q u estio n  1 5 , a r e l a t i v e l y  

sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere in  agreem ent w ith  item  ( i v ) .

Only 56% a g ree d  m aking item  ( iv )  th e  second lo w e s t s c o r in g  item  in  te rm s 

o f  o v e r a l l  ag ree m en t. M oreover, o n ly  12% f e l t  s t r o n g ly  enough to  t i c k  

th e  " s t ro n g ly  A gree" c a te g o ry  making i t  th e  second lo w e s t s c o r in g  item  in
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te rm s  o f s tro n g  ag reem ent to o .  However, th e s e  low s c o re s  may, in  th e m s e lv e s , 

i l l u s t r a t e  th e  p rob lem . T h is  s u g g e s tio n  i s  su p p o rte d  by th e  u n u s u a lly  

h ig h  r a t e  o f  u n c e r t a in t y .  Almost a q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam ple (24%) had no 

d e f i n i t e  o p in io n  on t h i s  i s s u e  s u p p o r tin g  th e  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  many s u b je c t  

s p e c i a l i s t s  work w ith  o h ly  a l im i te d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  k in d  o f  o v e r a l l  

p r e s s u re s  fa c e d  by  c a n d id a te s .  T hus, th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  low r a t e  o f  

agreem ent and th e  u n u s u a lly  h ig h  r a t e  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  w ere p ro b ab ly  a s im p le  

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p eo p le  whose problem  t h i s  was w ere n o t 

c o n s u lte d  and th e  t e a c h e r s ,  who w ere c o n s u l te d ,  had o n ly  a  l im i te d  

aw areness o f  th e  p ro b lem . M oreover, th e y  co u ld  o n ly  know th e  problem  

i n d i r e c t l y  and a t  second -hand  i f  th e y  had any in s ig h t  a t  a l l .  A d i f f e r e n t  

p i c tu r e  m igh t emerge i f  t h i s  i s s u e  was s tu d ie d  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  

c a n d id a te s .  In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  sh o rtco m in g , th e  a v a i la b l e  ev id en ce  

su g g e s te d  t h a t  a prob lem  o f  some u rgency  f o r  te a c h e r -e x a m in e rs  i s  th e  need 

to  c o l la b o r a te  in  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse s  and to  

d ev e lo p  a g r e a t e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  tow ards what i s  b e in g  r e q u ir e d  o f  c a n d id a te s  

in  o th e r  s u b je c t s .

I t  a l s o  has to  be re c o g n is e d  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  an 

in h e r e n t ly  more dem anding form  o f  ex am in a tio n  in v o lv in g  p u p il s  in  a  more 

p r o t r a c te d  and d e t a i l e d  a ssessm en t th a n  a c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n  e n t a i l s .  

The s h e e r  volume o f  a s s e s s a b le  m a te r ia l  w hich c a n d id a te s  a re  n o rm a lly  

r e q u ir e d  to  p roduce i s  th e  k.ey f a c t o r ;  a s  115 o b se rv e d : "0 -L ev e l ta k e s  

two and a h a l f  h o u rs  w hereas I  d re a d  to  th in k  o f  th e  number o f hours 

w hich goes in to  th e  t e s t i n g  in  CSE". T h is  demand " . . .  f o r  c o n s ta n t 

v i s i b l e  r e s u l t s "  (Snowdon, 1965 , p .4 0 )  i s  th e  p r in c i p a l  re a so n  why 

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  such a dem anding method o f  e x am in a tio n . As 

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) o b se rv ed :
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T here i s  no doubt t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t makes c o n s id e ra b ly  
g r e a t e r  demands on th e  tim e  and r e s o u rc e s  o f  a l l  c o n c e rn e d . . .  
T each ers  o p e ra t in g  a c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  scheme and t h e i r  
s t u d e n t s . . .  commented upon th e  in c re a s e d  lo a d  w hich has t o  b e  
b o rn e . ( p p .13 and 32)

T h is  r a i s e s  q u e s tio n s  ab o u t th e  ty p e  o f  p r e s s u r e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t h i s

m ethod o f  a s se s sm e n t. The a v a i l a b l e  ev id en ce  su g g e s ts  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r

ty p e  o f p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s t r a i n  i s  induced  by  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t.

Commenting on h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  Cowell (1972) o b se rv ed  t h a t :

. . .  To me, com paring a ssessm en t w ith  ex am in a tio n s  i s  l i k e  
com paring months o f  nagg ing  to o th a c h e  w ith  th e  s h o r t , sh a rp  p a in  
o f h av in g  a  to o th  rem oved. ( p .15)

Snowdon (1965 ) ag re e d  t h a t ,  "So f a r  from  l i b e r a t i n g  th e  s tu d e n t ,  co n tin u o u s

a s s e s sm e n t, w hich r e p la c e s  one la r g e  le a p  by many sm a ll l e a p s ,  im poses

upon him s t u l t i f y i n g  demands f o r  c o n s ta n t ,  v i s i b l e  r e s u l t s "  (p.Uo). A

s im i la r  v iew  was ta k e n  by Coleman ( l 9 7 l ) :

When c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t was f i r s t  ta k e n  s e r io u s ly ,  i t s  
fo llo w e rs  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  few er s tu d e n ts  w ould b re a k  down; 
w ith o u t exams to  w orry  a b o u t ,  s tu d e n ts  w ould b e  f r e e  to  w ork . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  w hat seems to  happen i s  t h a t  th e  s t r e s s e s  a re  
j u s t  sp re a d  o u t over th e  academ ic y e a r ;  m ore, n o t fe w e r , s tu d e n ts  
s u f f e r .  ( p .7 )

T hese s tu d ie s  r e f e r  to  th e  u se  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t in  h ig h e r  

e d u c a tio n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b u t one s tu d y , w hich  fo c u sse d  on i t s  u se  i n  s c h o o ls ,  

a g ree d  t h a t  i t  e x e r t s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  p r e s s u r e :  " . . .  , 'a  good 

c a n d id a te  may be a d v e rs e ly  a f f e c te d  by  th e  e f f o r t  r e q u ir e d  to  m a in ta in  

a c o n s i s t e n t ly  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  over th e  y e a r '" .  ( J .M .B ., quo ted  in  

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  3 1 . 1975, p.4o).

When th e  id e a  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t was f i r s t  m ooted , i t s  exponen ts  

a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  w ould e l im in a te  th e  k in d  o f  t e n s io n  in d u ced  by th e  o n e -sh o t 

e x a m in a tio n . However, th e  ev id en ce  su g g e s ts  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, 

w ith  i t s  demand f o r  r e g u la r  r e s u l t s ,  c r e a te s  i t s  own p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s t r a i n .  

I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  onerous f o r  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a l i ty  ty p e s  who cope b e t t e r
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w ith  one la r g e  h u rd le  a t  th e  end o f  a c o u rse  r a t h e r  th a n  numerous sm a lle r  

h u rd le s  th ro u g h o u t .

A lthough  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t i s  u n d o u b te d ly  a more dem anding s t y l e  

o f  a s se s sm e n t, th e  e v id en ce  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  su g g e s ts  t h a t  a t  th e  r o o t  

o f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  l i e s  a n o th e r  p rob lem . I t  seems t h a t  th e  r e a l  c ru x  o f  

th e  m a tte r  l i e s  in  th e  m agn itude  o f  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts .

11 . THE SIZE OF COURSE WORK REQUIREMENTS

In  1965 , D ixon c la im ed  t h a t ;  "The f i r s t  problem  i s  how b ig  a  sam ple 

o f each c a n d id a te 's  work to  a s s e s s ? "  r e c o g n is in g  t h i s  as a q u e s tio n  w hich 

needed to  be so lv e d  a t  th e  o u t s e t .  L ik e w ise , NATE (1 9 6 4 ), i n  a t te m p tin g  

to  i d e n t i f y  a re a s  w here d i f f i c u l t i e s  m igh t emerge in  th e  new e x a m in a tio n , 

e n q u ire d :

I s  th e r e  any dan g er t h a t  i f  c o u rse  w otk i s  r e q u ir e d  th e  shadow 
o f  th e  exam iner w i l l  loom over b o th  te a c h e r  and p u p i l  th ro u g h o u t 
two y e a rs ?  What s a fe g u a rd s  can be  ta k e n  a g a in s t  t h i s ?

(P re s tw ic h , 1964 , p . 15)

T h is  e n q u iry  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  dan g er t h a t  th e  shadow o f  th e  

exam iner w i l l  loom o v er b o th  te a c h e r  and p u p i l  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rse  and 

p e rh ap s th e  b e s t  s a fe g u a rd  a g a in s t  t h i s  i s  t o  p i t c h  th e  c o u rse  work 

re q u ire m e n ts  a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l .

In  many c a s e s ,  th e  problem  o f  p i tc h in g  c o u rs e  work re q u ire m e n ts  a t  

a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l e v e l  h a s  never been  r e s o lv e d .  For in s ta n c e ,  to  f u l f i l  

th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  Mode 3 s y l la b u s  in  1 1 3 's  sch o o l " . . .  a CSE k id  

needs a t  minimum 60 p ie c e s  o f w o r k . . .  and t h a t  means a trem endous amount 

o f  w ork. V ery few k id s  had done th e  minimum by  th e  end o f th e  c o u r s e " .  

L ik e w ise , QI78 found  t h a t :  "The f o ld e r  work r e q u i r e d . . .  makes e x c e s s iv e
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demands on c a n d id a te s ' t im e " .*  C le a r ly ,  t h e r e  has been  a te n d e n c y  to

o v e r lo a d  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  s y l la b u s e s .  T hus, th e  e x c e s s iv e  w ork load

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  n o t s im ply  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e

o v e r a l l  b u rd en  p la c e d  on c a n d id a te s  by a ra n g e  o f  c o u rse s  -  i t  s t a r t s

a t  th e  m icrocosm ic l e v e l  o f in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t s .  E v idence from  o th e r

s tu d ie s  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  t h i s  problem  i s  w id e sp re a d . For i n s ta n c e ,  one o f

th e  s u b je c t s  in  E xam inations  B u l l e t i n  31 (19T5) r e p o r te d  t h a t :

I  have to  p ro d u ce  ap p ro x im a te ly  tw e lv e  p ie c e s  o f  a s s e s s a b le  
w r i t t e n  w ork p e r  t e r m . . .  In  f a c t ,  I  h a v e n ’t  su cceeded  in  
d o in g  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r . . .  I t ’s j u s t  to o  much, ( p . 52)

The fre q u e n c y  w ith  w hich  such co m p la in ts  a r e  met su g g e s ts  t h a t  t h i s  

te n d en cy  to  o v e r lo a d  th e  s y l la b u s  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  c o n tin u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  c o u rs e .  I t  i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  t h a t  m is ta k e s  sh o u ld  have been  

made a t  th e  o u ts e t  when e x p e r ie n c e  o f c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was l im i t e d  

b u t i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  f in d  t h a t  t h i s  prob lem  has p e r s i s t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  

s in c e  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, more th a n  any o th e r  form  o f  ex am in in g , i s  

c o n t r o l le d  by  te a c h e r s .  M oreover, t h i s  p roblem  w ould n o t b e  d i f f i c u l t  

to  r e c t i f y  f o r  a s  Q19Ô p o in te d  o u t : " Q u a lity  n o t q u a n t i ty  i s  th e  th in g  to  

b e  a s s e s s e d  and t h i s  can  be a c c u r a te ly  a s s e s s e d  on a smaJLler sam p le" .

I t  w ould b e  r e l a t i v e l y  easy  to  re d u c e  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  t o  a 

more m anageable l e v e l  and t h i s  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f why t h i s  problem  

has been  a llo w ed  to  p e r s i s t  when, from  a t e c h n ic a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w , i t  i s

* I t  would b e  p o s s ib le  to  q u o te  many more in s ta n c e s  o f  t h i s  p rob lem .
However, much o f  th e  d e t a i l  on t h i s  i s s u e  i s  t o  be  found in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
c h a p te r .  (The Mode I  L i t e r a t u r e  award i s  b ased  e n t i r e l y  on a f o l i o  o f 
w r i t t e n  work p roduced  d u r in g  th e  c o u r s e ) . S in ce  t h i s  q u e s tio n  o f p i tc h in g  
c o u rs e  work re q u ire m e n ts  a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  th e  
Mode I l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o ,  th e  i s s u e  o f w ork load  i s  d e a l t  w ith  in  more 
d e t a i l  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  c h a p te r .  In  o rd e r  n o t to  d u p l i c a te  in fo rm a tio n  
w hich i s  r e p o r te d  t h e r e ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  a t te m p ts  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  more 
g e n e ra l  a s p e c ts  o f  t h i s  to p i c .
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easy  to  c o r r e c t?

P a r t  o f  th e  answ er t o  t h i s  enigma p ro b a b ly  l i e s  in  t h i s  m e th o d ’s

u n j u s t i f i e d  r e p u ta t io n  as a  " s o f t  o p t io n " :

M odera to rs  a re  w o rr ie d  t h a t  t h e i r  s u b je c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when 
c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d ,  may b e  se e n  as  a s o f t  o p t i o n . . .  The 
s t a t u s  o f c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was a l lu d e d  to  on a number 
o f  o c c a s i o n s . , . Some f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  re g a rd e d  by many b o th  
w i th in  and o u ts id e  th e  p r o f e s s io n  as a  s o f t  o p tio n  w hich g iv e s  
th e  la z y  and in co m p eten t t e a c h e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  g e t  by  w ith o u t 
th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f m easu rin g  up to  a c c e p ta b le  e x te r n a l  c r i t e r i a  
. . .  i t  sho u ld  b e  made c l e a r  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t makes 
c o n s id e ra b ly  more demands on p u p i l s ,  te a c h e r s  and m o d e ra to rs .

(E xam inations B u l l e t i n  .31 , 1975» p p .81 -82 )

I t  seems p o s s ib le  t h a t  in  r e a c t in g  to  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m ,  te a c h e r s  have 

in  f a c t  o v e r - r e a c te d  m aking c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t so r ig o ro u s  t h a t  t h i s  

a c c u s a t io n  i s  p a lp a b ly  u n t r u e .  A lthough  t h i s  i s  a n a t u r a l  r e a c t i o n ,  from  

an e d u c a tio n a l  p o in t  o f view  i t  has had some u n f o r tu n a te  r e p e r c u s s io n s .  

The aim o f c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  to  p ro v id e  a  m ore a c c u ra te  

m easurem ent o f a  c a n d id a te ’s t r u e  l e v e l  o f  a t ta in m e n t th a n  a o n e -sh o t 

t e s t  can  e l i c i t .  A lthough  th e r e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een q u a n t i ty  and 

q u a l i ty  w ith  a l a r g e r  q u a n t i ty  o f  a s s e s s a b le  m a te r i a l  p ro v id in g  a t r u e r  . 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a t ta in m e n t ,  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o n ly  h o ld s  t r u e  up to  a 

c e r t a i n  p o in t  a f t e r  w hich  an e x c e s s iv e  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  q u a n t i ty  can 

im p a ir  th e  m easurem ent o f  q u a l i t y  ( s e e  ppJL 91-193fo r a  more d e t a i l e d  

e x p la n a t io n ) .  In  o th e r  w ords, th e r e  i s  a  d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  t o  b e  s t r u c k  

i f  in c re a s e d  q u a n t i ty  i s  to  mean in c re a s e d  acc u racy  in  th e  m easurem ent 

o f q u a l i t y .  Many c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse s  d is p la y  an o b se s s io n  

w ith  q u a n t i ty  w hich has underm ined th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een i t  and 

q u a l i t y .

12 . QUESTION 1 5 (v ) :  TEACHERS’ WORKLOAD

S in ce  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t had been  found to  b e  an e s p e c ia l ly
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onerous ferm  o f a sse ssm en t f o r  th e  p u p i l ,  i t  was w ondered w hether i t

was a l s o  demanding f o r  te a c h e r s ?  T h e re fo re ,  item  (v) s t a t e d :

The d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  in  c o n tin u o u s  
a sse ssm en t a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  demanding o f  a t e a c h e r ’s 
tim e  and en e rg y .

R esponden ts w ere asked  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  a g re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t 

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .*

T here was a lm o st t o t a l  consensus w ith  87% o f th e  sam ple a g re e in g  

w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t .  T h is  m eant t h a t  item  (v) had y ie ld e d  a g r e a t e r  

l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t th a n  any o th e r  item  in  Q u estio n  15 . An e q u a l ly  

s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  item  was th e  s t r e n g th  o f  f e e l in g  i t  a ro u se d  

w ith  over a  t h i r d  o f  th e  sam ple (38%) o p tin g  f o r  th e  " S tro n g ly  A gree" 

c a te g o ry .  Only one item  e l i c i t e d  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  s tro n g  agreem ent 

th a n  t h i s .  C le a r ly ,  t h i s  was an elem en t o f  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t abou t 

w hich th e r e  was b o th  f irm  agreem ent and s tro n g  f e e l i n g .  T his item  a l s o  

y ie ld e d  th e  lo w e s t l e v e l  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  (4%) w hich i s  p e rh ap s  b e s t  

e x p la in e d  by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  3 1 ’s o b s e rv a tio n  t h a t :  "T eachers a re  

h e a v i ly  in v o lv e d  in  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f CSE ex am in in g . . .  But i t  i s  t h e i r  

inv o lv em en t in  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t (w hich) i s  m ost in te n s iv e  and 

e x te n s iv e "  ( p . 4 9 ) .  The re sp o n d e n ts  h e ld  d e f i n i t e  o p in io n s  on t h i s  

a s p e c t o f c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t b e c a u se  i t  a f f e c t e d  th a n  p e r s o n a l ly .

T h is  c o n t r a s te d  w ith  th e  re sp o n se s  on th e  p re c e d in g  item  ( i . e .  p u p i l s ’ 

w ork load ) w here th e r e  was a  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  low r a t e  o f  agreem ent and a 

v e ry  h ig h  r a t e  o f u n c e r t a in t y .  N a tu r a l ly ,  te a c h e r s  w ere l e s s  s u re  abou t 

som ething  w hich d id  n o t in f lu e n c e  them d i r e c t l y .  L ik e w ise , few o f  them 

v o lu n te e re d  o p in io n s  ab o u t th e  e f f e c t s  o f  heavy coursew ork  re q u ire m e n ts

* S tro n g ly  A gree (38% ), A gree (49% ), U n c e r ta in  (4%), D isa g re e  (9%), 
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  ( - ) .
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on p u p i l s  w hereas many o f  them commented on t h e i r  own w o rk load .

In d e e d , i f  th e  amount o f  comment prom pted by an i s s u e  may be ta k e n  as 

a  rough  g u id e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  co n ce rn  i t  a ro u s e d , i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  

e x t r a  w ork load  p la c e d  upon te a c h e r s  by co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t was v e ry  

n e a r th e  to p  o f  t h e i r  l i s t  o f  c o n c e rn s .

A lthough  t h e r e  was a lm ost u n iv e r s a l  agreem ent on t h i s ,  re sp o n d e n ts

w ere d iv id e d  in to  th o s e  who a rgued  t h a t  th e  a d d i t io n a l  w ork load  was

a c c e p ta b le  b eca u se  i t  was o f f s e t  by th e  ad v an tag es  o f  co n tin u o u s

asse ssm en t and th o s e  who found th e  demands e x c e s s iv e .  I f  th e  a t t i t u d e s

o f  th e  fo rm er g roup  a re  a n a ly se d  f i r s t ,  i t  emerges t h a t  th e r e  w ere

two p r i n c i p a l  re a s o n s  why th e y  f e l t  t h a t  th e  ad v an tag es  o f  co n tin u o u s

a sse ssm en t ou tw eighed  th e  e x t r a  w o rk lo ad . The f i r s t  was th e  b e n e f i c i a l

e f f e c t  i t  was p e rc e iv e d  to  have on p u p i l s :

The o n ly  d isa d v a n ta g e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  dem anding on th e  te a c h e r  
b u t i t ’s n o t a  demand w hich I  th in k  i s  u n re a so n a b le  o r t h a t  
th e y  s h o u ld n ’t  be q u i t e  happy to  ta k e  o n . . . I  th in k  t h a t  i f
you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  w o rth w h ile  and good f o r  th e  p u p i l s ,  th e n
you j u s t  do i t .  (112)

T h e re ’s a  trem endous m ark ing  l o a d . . .  and i t  i s  a  d r a in  on th e  
e n e rg ie s  o f  e v e ry b o d y ...  But we choose  to  do c o n tin u o u s  
a sse ssm e n t b eca u se  we th in k  i t  g iv e s  th e  k id s  a  b e t t e r  d e a l .
I t ’s a  c h o ic e  we make and we know t h a t  i t  means t h a t  we have 
to  work h a r d e r .  (113)

I t  does in v o lv e  e x t r a  work b u t  I  b e l ie v e  in  w hat our co u rse  and 
a sse ssm en t a r e  t r y i n g  to  do and so am p re p a re d  to  p u t in  t h a t  
e x t r a  e f f o r t .  (QI8 7 )

O rg a n is a t io n  o f  pupils*  f o ld e r s  e t c . does in v o lv e  a d d i t io n a l  
w o r k . . .  b u t  i t  i s  n o t i r r e l e v a n t  to  th e  su c c e ss  o f  th e  co u rse  
so an e x t r a  e f f o r t  seems w o rth w h ile . (Q438)

The o th e r  r e a s o n  w hich was m en tioned  f r e q u e n t ly  as making co n tin u o u s

assessm en t w o r th w h ile , d e s p i t e  th e  e x t r a  w o rk lo ad , was t h a t  i t  enhanced

th e  t e a c h e r ’s se n se  o f p r o f e s s io n a l  w o rth :

C ontinuous a ssessm en t means v e ry  h a rd  w ork; i t  a l s o  means a 
r e g u la r  system  o f m o d e ra t io n . . .  The b e n e f i t s  o f  such m o d e ra tio n  
a re  g r e a t ;  a im s, ap p roaches and s y l la b u s  c o n te n t a re  c o n t in u a l ly  
r e f in e d .  (QO6 8 )
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105 f e l t  th e  same abou t th e  f i n a l  m o d e ra tio n  m ee tin g  f o r  Mode 3 a s s e s s o r s :

" I  f in d  i t  a  v e ry  h a rd  d a y ’s w ork , a  m ost e n jo y a b le  d a y ’s work b eca u se

I  know i t ’s d o ing  me a  l o t  o f  good as a t e a c h e r . "  113 ag re e d :

I  th in k  i t ’s a  good th in g  f o r  p e o p le  t o  b e  fo rc e d  to  c o n s id e r  
n o t t h e i r  s ta n d a rd s  as  s ta n d a rd s  b u t  t h e i r  re a so n s  f o r  t h e i r  
c r i t e r i a  and how th e y  ap p ly  t h e i r  c r i t e r i a  b eca u se  I  th in k  t h a t  
has an e f f e c t  on how th e y  te a c h  and n o t j u s t  on how th e y  exam ine.

103 summed up th e s e  f e e l in g s  when he c la im e d :

The th in g , t h a t  r e a l l y  te a c h e s  te a c h e r s  how to  te a c h  w e l l  i s  to  
g e t  them in v o lv e d  in  exam ining and m o d e ra tio n . T here i s  n o th in g  
w hich c l a r i f i e s  th e  mind as  w o n d e rfu lly  as t h a t .

O ther s tu d ie s  en d o rse  t h i s  f in d in g .  For i n s ta n c e ,  Spencer (1976) r e p o r te d  

t h a t  :

The t e a c h e r s . . .  unan im ously  d e c la re d  t h a t . . .  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t 
has im proved te a c h in g .  Much more p r o f e s s io n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  ta k e n  
by more te a c h e r s  in  p la n n in g  c o u rs e s  and m aking them  and th e  
m ethods o f  a sse ssm en t r e le v a n t  to  th e  p u p i l s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  g r e a t e r  
c o n fid e n c e  in  t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  w o rth  i s  e n g e n d e re d .. .  The 
v a lu e  t o  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  o f  t e a c h e r s  b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e i r  
own assessm en t was a c o n s ta n t ly  r e c u r r in g  them e, ( p . 5)

T h is  f in d in g ,  t h a t . te a c h e r s  a t t r i b u t e  f e e l in g s  o f  in c re a s e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  

c o n fid e n c e  t o  t h e i r  work as a s s e s s o r s ,  i s  im p o rta n t in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  

s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  th e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t  in h e re n t  in  th e  d u a l r o l e  o f  t e a c h e r -  

a s s e s s o r  (s e e  p p .1 1 2 -1 1 6 ). A g a in s t th e  p o t e n t i a l  te n s io n  in h e re n t  in  t h i s  

r o l e  m ust be w eighed th e  f a c t  t h a t  many te a c h e r s  p e rc e iv e d  t h e i r  work as 

a s s e s s o r s  as enhancing  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  te a c h in g .

13 . THE IMPORTANCE OF EXTRANEOUS FACTORS

D is t in c t  from  th o s e  who found th e  a d d i t io n a l  b u rd en  a c c e p ta b le  w ere 

th o s e  f o r  whom th e  w ork load  was so heavy t h a t  i t  was c r e a t in g  se v e re  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  When th e  comments o f th e s e  t e a c h e r s  w ere s c r u t i n i s e d ,  i t
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em erged t h a t  th e  key to  t h e i r  problem s was o f te n  to  b e  found in  f a c to r s

w hich w e r e , s t r i c t l y  sp e a k in g , e x tra n e o u s  to  th e  m ethod o f  a s s e s sm e n t.

However, when th e s e  f a c t o r s  w ere compounded w ith  t h i s  demanding

a sse ssm e n t p ro c e d u re , th e  b u rden  o f te n  became i n t o l e r a b l e .  For i n s ta n c e ,

a t e a c h e r 's  s t a t u s  w ith in  h i s  sc h o o l c o u ld  b e  a  c r i t i c a l  v a r i a b l e

d e te rm in in g  w hether th e  te a c h e r  found co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t d i f f i c u l t  to

cope w ith  s im p ly  b eca u se  i t  i s  th e  p o l ic y  in  some sc h o o ls  to  a l l o c a t e

m ost o f  th e  CSE c la s s e s  t o  ju n io r  members o f  s t a f f  w h ile  th e  more s e n io r

te a c h e r s  ta k e  th e  0 -  and A -L evel w ork . T hus, th e  demands o f  co n tin u o u s

asse ssm e n t a re  m a g n if ie d  when a  te a c h e r  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a  h ig h

p ro p o r t io n  o f  CSE c l a s s e s :

The amount o f  tim e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  CSE c l a s s e s  v a r ie s  in  
p ro p o r t io n  to  e x p e r ie n c e . Younger te a c h e r s  te n d  to  be  a l lo c a t e d  
more CSE c l a s s e s ,  w h ile  th e  more e x p e rie n c e d  te n d  to  b e  a l lo c a t e d  
0 -  and A -L evel fo rm s . (Q130)

The demands a r e  o b v io u s ly  h e a v ie r  on young te a c h e r s  w ith  a l a r g e  
CSE commitment and who may have 60+ c a n d id a te s  in  any y e a r .

( 0286)

S chool s i z e  emerged as a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t v a r ia b le  b u t  f o r  a

d i f f e r e n t  group  o f  t e a c h e r s .  In s te a d  o f  a f f e c t i n g  th e  l e a s t  e x p e r ie n c e d ,

sc h o o l s i z e  te n d e d  to  a f f e c t  th e  te a c h e r s  i n 's e n i o r  p o s i t io n s  who w ere

e x p ec ted  to  c a r ry  o u t i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  and th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  and

paperw ork  w hich CSE e n t a i l s .  The l a r g e r  th e  s c h o o l ,  th e  more onerous

th e s e  ta s k s  w ere p e rc e iv e d  to  b e :

Heads o f  d ep a rtm en t r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  and 
e s t a b l i s h in g  o rd e r  o f  m e r i t  have v e ry  heavy w ork load  in  sc h o o ls  
w ith  100+ c a n d id a te s .  (Q212)

When la r g e  numbers a r e  in v o lv e d  ( i . e .  100+ c a n d id a te s ) ,  w ork load  
becomes much, much more d i f f i c u l t .  (Q201)

A member o f  my s t a f f  i s  in  c h a rg e  o f  CSE w h ile  I  am p r im a r i ly  
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  0 -  and A -L evel w o r k . . .  I  f e e l  our Mode 3 s y l l a b u s ,  
w ith  n e a r ly  350 p u p i l s ,  i s  f a r  to o  onerous f o r  th e  te a c h e r  in  
c h a rg e . (Q162 )
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Schoo l ty p e  a ls o  emerged as  an  im p o rta n t f a c t o r . In d e e d ,

L e i c e s te r s h i r e  Upper S chools p ro v id ed  a good i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  acc o u n t

w hich needs to  b e  ta k e n  o f  ex tra n e o u s  f a c t o r s .  C ircum stances  in s id e  th e s e

sc h o o ls  w ere such t h a t  some te a c h e r s  found  i t  im m ensely d i f f i c u l t  to  cope

w ith  co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. F i r s t l y ,  i n  an u p p er s c h o o l ,  v i r t u a l l y  every

c l a s s  i s  b e in g  p re p a re d  f o r  an ex am in a tio n  w hich means t h a t  v e ry  l i t t l e

o f  th e  work i s  f r e e  from  ex am in a tio n  p r e s s u r e s .  S eco n d ly , E n g lish  i s  a

com pulsory ex am in a tio n  s u b je c t  in  m ost s c h o o ls  w hich means t h a t  E n g lish

c l a s s e s  te n d  to  b e  l a r g e r  th a n  o p t io n a l  s u b je c t  c l a s s e s .  F u rth e rm o re ,

E n g lish  i s ,  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  a "bu lky" s u b je c t  in  te rm s o f  th e  m arking

lo a d  i t  p ro d u c e s . L e i c e s te r s h i r e  Upper S choo ls  a l s o  have a  h i s to r y  o f

s tro n g  commitment to  CSE, many o f them e n te r in g  a l l  o f  t h e i r  p u p i ls  f o r

CSE E n g l is h ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m ost a b le  who a r e  ca p a b le  o f  p ro d u c in g  reams

o f w r i t t e n  w ork . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e s e  sc h o o ls  te n d  to  fa v o u r  th e  CSE s t y l e

o f  exam ining and so o p t f o r  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  Mode 3 s y l la b u s e s  a t  0 -

and A -L evel as  w e l l .  The c u m u la tiv e  e f f e c t  o f  th e s e  f a c t o r s  was t h a t  some

te a c h e r s  f e l t  th e m se lv es  t o  be  s e r io u s ly  overw orked as a s s e s s o r s .  T here

was a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  th e  b a la n c e  betw een te a c h in g  and a s s e s s in g  had been

u p s e t  and some te a c h e r s  w ere b i t t e r  ab o u t b e in g  fo rc e d  to  wade th ro u g h

m asses o f  a sse ssm e n t a t  th e  expense o f  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  te a c h in g  te c h n iq u e s

. . .  th e  b a la n c e  i s  w rong. The freedom  i t  (co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t)
sh o u ld  g iv e  you i s  e l im in a te d  b e c a u se  th e  energy  and en th u siasm
w hich sh o u ld  go in to  e v o lv in g  a  way o f  te a c h in g  and p re p a r in g  
p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t s  f o r  p r e s e n ta t io n  i s  sucked  o u t o f  you by th e  
90- 95^ o f  a sse ssm en t and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . . .  o f  th e  m oun tains o f  
w r i t t e n  work w hich t h e y 'r e  fo rc e d  to  p ro d u ce . I  th in k  on two 
co u n ts  i t ' s  m axim ized b eca u se  y o u 'r e  in  an u pper sc h o o l w hich 
m u l t i p l i e s  and i n t e n s i f i e s  th e  amount o f  m arking  f o r  a  s t a r t  
b eca u se  you come in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  f a r  more ex am in a tio n  c l a s s e s . .  
You a ls o  have to  re c o g n is e  t h a t  i t ' s  a s u b je c t  l i k e  E n g lish  w hich 
a c t u a l l y  p roduces sdch a mass o f  e x te n s iv e  m ark in g . ( I I 6 )
. . .  th e  s y l la b u s  does a llo w  f l e x i b i l i t y  and t h a t ' s  m a r v e l lo u s . . .  
b u t a t  th e  same tim e  we have to  g e t  th ro u g h  so much w r i t t e n  work
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t h a t  t h a t  l i m i t s  us b eca u se  we spend f a r  to o  much tim e  m arking  
and we d o n ’t  have enough tim e  f o r  p re p a r in g  m a te r i a l s .  ( I IT )

A lthough c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t i s  b e s t  f o r  th e  s tu d e n t s ,  i t  i s
h e l l  f o r  th e  te a c h e r s  b e c a u se  th e r e  i s  so much m arking  to  do as
w e ll  as  g ra d in g  m ee tin g s  e t c .  I  know o f  sc h o o ls  w here th e  
id e a lis m  has worn o f f  in  th e  w e l t e r  o f  w ork . (Q192)

In  an id e a l  w o r ld , w ith  u n l im ite d  t im e , I  th in k  t h a t  100% 
coursew ork  i s  more i n t e r e s t i n g  to  te a c h  and b e t t e r  f o r  p u p i l s .  
However, to  re d u c e  s t r e s s  and w ork load  on in d iv id u a l  t e a c h e r s ,
some e x te r n a l ly  a s s e s s e d  work seems to  b e  n e c e s s a ry .  (Q288)

. . .  i t ' s  n e c e s s a ry  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  betw een  th e  b u rd en  on th e  p u p i l  
and on th e  te a c h e r .  The l a t t e r  o f te n  i s  so  g r e a t  t h a t  th e  
" s a t i s f a c t o r y "  n a tu re  o f  th e  a sse ssm en t s u f f e r s . . .  F eed ing  work 
in t o  th e  f o ld e r  "god" and f a t t e n in g  up c l a s s e s  to  p roduce 
" a c c e p ta b le " ,  s te re o ty p e d  p ie c e s  f o r  th e  f o ld e r  i s  an  e n d le ss  
and o f te n  un rew ard in g  p ro c e s s .  The fo cu s  tu r n s  t o  ASSESSING and 
ra n k in g  and away from  m e an in g fu l te a c h in g .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  th e  
te a c h in g  o f  s t r a i g h t  "0" may g iv e  te a c h e r s  more tim e  and energy  
to  te a c h  more i n t e r e s t i n g l y  th a n  w ith  CSE c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t 
w hich i s  so dem anding on t i m e . . .  The b i t t e r n e s s  o v e r  th e  work 
c r e a te d  i s  a g g ra v a te d  by th e  s h e e r  volum e many ( in d e e d  m ost) o f  
th e  s tu d e n ts  p roduce  when c u t lo o s e  u n d er th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  
Mode 3 ( e s p e c i a l l y  as ov er 40% a re  doub le  e n te re d  f o r  0 -L ev e l 
Language to o ) .  (Q 289)

The s i t u a t i o n  in  some L e ic e s te r s h i r e  Upper S choo ls  i s  a  p rim e example o f  

how e x tra n e o u s  f a c to r s  may underm ine th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  a c o n tin u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  c o u rs e .  When th e  u se  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  b e in g  c o n s id e re d , 

e x te r n a l  f a c t o r s  m ust b e  ta k e n  in to  acc o u n t and a  s e n s i t i v e  a d ju s tm e n t 

o f a sse ssm en t to  c irc u m sta n c e s  made i f  th e  Qourse  i s  t o  be  a  s u c c e s s .

l 4 .  QUESTION 1 5 (x ) ;  COMPARABILITY

On th e  w h o le , co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t had b een  jud g ed  t o  b e  h ig h ly  

s u c c e s s fu l  when m easured a g a in s t  th e  v a l i d i t y  c r i t e r i o n .  The o th e r  key 

c r i t e r i o n  o f  an assessm en t te c h n iq u e  i s  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d , on t h i s  c o u n t, 

c o n tin u o u s  asse ssm en t ap p ea rs  to  have been  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l .  A d m itte d ly , 

a lo n g e r  t e s t  i s ,  i n  th e o ry ,  a more r e l i a b l e  t e s t  ( s e e  E b e l , 19T2) b u t  in  

th e  p r a c t i c a l  s e t t i n g  th e r e  a r e  o th e r  f a c t o r s  w hich may in f lu e n c e  r e l i a b i l i t y :



143

In  t e s t  th e o ry ,  you make a t e s t  more r e l i a b l e  by m aking i t  
l o n g e r . . .  A ssessm ent o f s a y , a y e a r ’s w ork , co up led  w ith  th e  
t e a c h e r ’s know ledge o f h i s  p u p i l s  sh o u ld  th e r e f o r e  be  more 
a c c u r a t e . . .  D e sp ite  th e s e  c la im s ,  i t  has to  b e  re c o g n is e d  t h a t  
th e r e  a r e  o th e r  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and i t  can n o t be  
to o  r e a d i l y  assumed t h a t  a co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t p ro c e d u re  w i l l  
p roduce m ore r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s .  (S p e n c e r , 19T6, p p .4 -5 )

As Spencer p o in te d  o u t ,  th e  acc u racy  o f  an a sse ssm en t p ro ced u re  does no t

depend s o le ly  on ta k in g  an a d e q u a te  sam ple o f  p e rfo rm a n c e s . P rom inen t

among th e  t h r e a t s  to  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a c h ie v in g  com parab le

s ta n d a rd s  in  any mass ex am in a tio n  (see p p . l 6 4 - l 6 5 ) .  S in ce  c o u rse  work

assessm en t i s  c l a s s - b a s e d ,  i t  was w ondered w h eth er t h i s  made i t

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e g io n a l /n a t io n a l  s ta n d a rd  and t o

en su re  t h a t  i t  i s  a p p l ie d  a t  th e  m icrocosm ic l e v e l  o f  in d iv id u a l  c la ssro o m s?

T h e re fo re ,  item  1 5 (x ) s t a t e d :

L a rg e - s c a le  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t,  o p e ra te d  over an e n t i r e  r e g io n ,  
makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  be  c o n f id e n t t h a t  th e  m arks aw arded r e a l l y  
do r e f l e c t  a c c u r a te ly  th e  r e g io n a l  s ta n d a rd .

R esponden ts w ere ask ed  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t/ d i s ag reem en t

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .*

The r e s u l t i n g  p a t t e r n  o f re sp o n se s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  c o m p a ra b il i ty  may

be th e  m ain w eakness i n  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t. Whereas a s t r o n g ,  p o s i t i v e

a t t i t u d e  had emerged on m ost o th e r  i te m s ,  t h e  p r e v a i l in g  a t t i t u d e  h e re  was

e i t h e r  n e g a t iv e  o r u n c e r t a in .  To tak:e a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  on t h i s  i te m ,

t h e  re s p o n d e n ts  w ould have had to  d is a g re e  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t .  Only a

f i f t h  (20%) a c t u a l l y  d id  d is a g r e e  th e re b y  in d i c a t in g  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e

l a r g e - s c a l e  c o m p a ra b il i ty  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w hereas h a l f  (49%)

a g re e d , i n d i c a t in g  a la c k  o f  c o n f id e n c e . In  a d d i t io n  to  th o s e  who in d ic a te d

r e a l  d o u b ts ,  an u n u s u a lly  h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  (31%) w ere u n c e r t a in .  T h is

m eant t h a t  a l to g e th e r  80% o f th e  sam ple e x p re sse d  e i t h e r  a d e f i n i t e  la c k

* S tro n g ly  A gree (13% ), A gree (36% ), U n c e r ta in  (31% ), D isa g re e  (17% ), 
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  (3%)
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o f  c o n fid e n c e  o r  u n c e r t a in ty  ab o u t th e  c o m p a ra b il i ty  o f  c o n tin u o u s  

a s s e s s m e n t.

O ther s tu d ie s  have a l s o  r e p o r te d  deep co n ce rn  am ongst te a c h e r s  abou t

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t on c o m p a ra b i l i ty .  For

in s ta n c e ,  Lee (19T6) found  t h a t :

. . .  th e  i s s u e  o f  i n t e r n a l  a ssessm en t was th e  one w hich caused  
th e  g r e a t e s t  co n ce rn  when we a n a ly se d  re sp o n se s  to  th e  R e p o r t . . .  
P roblem s w hich c e n tre d  around  th e  v a l id a t i o n  and m o d e ra tio n  o f  
i n t e r n a l  a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re s  w i th in  th e  CSE e x a m in a t io n . . .  
have been  a so u rc e  o f  some c o n te n t io n  s in c e  th e  e a r ly  days o f 
th e  ex am in a tio n  and have r e p re s e n te d  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  
i s s u e  f o r  th e  many te a c h e r s  whose commitment has been  ro o te d  in  
th e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o r ie n te d  form  o f  th e  GCE e x a m in a tio n s , (p .IT )

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) co n firm ed  t h i s  f e a r :  " . . .  te a c h e r s  and

m o d e ra to rs  f e e l  t h a t  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o n s i s t e n t ly  a d h e rin g  to  a  s ta n d a rd

i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  problem " ( p .1 2 ) .  L ik e w ise , H ip k in  (1971) a s s e r t e d  t h a t :

Many t e a c h e r s ,  even th o s e  w e ll -d is p o s e d  to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f 
i n t e r n a l  a s s e s sm e n t, w orry  t h a t  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  i d i o s y n c r a t i c ,  
s c h o o l-b a se d  ex am in a tio n s  would make i t  im p o ss ib le  to  m a in ta in  
c o m p a ra b il i ty  o f  s ta n d a rd s  betw een s c h o o ls . Any new p ro p o s a l 
m ust seek  to  answ er t h i s  o b je c t io n ,  ( p . 23)

T h is  problem  i s  n o t c o n f in e d  to  e s t a b l i s h in g  c o n s is te n t ,  m arking  

s ta n d a rd s  b u t i s  c o m p lic a te d  by v a r i a t i o n s  i n  th e  work ta c k le d  by d i f f e r e n t  

s c h o o ls ,  th e  c o n d i t io n s  u n d er w hich th e  work i s  p roduced  and th e  d i f f e r e n t  

l e v e l s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  w ork . T here i s  ev id en ce  to  

s u g g e s t t h a t  th e s e  i s s u e s  rem a in  u n re s o lv e d . F or in s ta n c e ,  Spencer (1976) 

o b se rv ed  t h a t ,  " . . .  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  c o n s ta n t ly  b e s e t  w ith  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  from  la c k  o f  c o m p a ra b il i ty  among th e  c o n d i t io n s  u nder 

w hich  work i s  done in  d i f f e r e n t  sc h o o ls  and among p ie c e s  o f  work o f  d i f f e r e n t  

l e v e l s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y "  ( p . 5 ). L ik ew ise , D ixon (1977) u rg ed  t h a t ,  " . . .  w ith  

new ap p ro ach es  t o  a s s e s sm e n t, in c lu d in g  cou rsew o rk , an e x p l i c i t  code i s  

e s s e n t i a l . . .  p r a c t i c e  v a r i e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  betw een  and w ith in  B oards and I  

th in k  a  n a t io n a l  code f o r  E n g lish  needs to  b e  worked o u t" ,  ( p . 4)
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A lthough  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t makes c o m p a ra b il i ty  d i f f i c u l t  to

a c h ie v e , i t  w ould b e  a  m is ta k e  t o  assume t h a t  an e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n

a x io m a tic a l ly  p o s se s s e s  more e x a c t s ta n d a r d s .  I t  has a l re a d y  been  n o te d

t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t has been  ham pered th ro u g h o u t i t s  h i s to r y  by

i t s  p o p u la r  image as a  s o f t  o p t io n .  T here i s  an e q u a l ly  e rro n eo u s

assu m p tio n  t h a t  e x t e r n a l  exam ining a x i  omat i  c a l l y  p o s se s se s  s t r i c t e r  s ta n d a r d s ,

p o s s ib ly  b eca u se  o f  th e  g r e a t e r  d eg ree  o f  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  t h a t  i t  e n t a i l s .

T h is view  was t y p i f i e d  by  102:

I  do th in k  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t has  a  r o l e  to  p l a y . . .  (b u t)  I ’d 
c e r t a i n l y  keep  th e  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  as  th e  m ajo r f a c t o r . . .  w ith  
co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t you do y o u r b e s t . . .  b u t  I  d o n ’t  th in k  t h a t  
i n  a p u re  s e n se  i t  can be  as good o r  as r e l i a b l e  as a p ro p e r ly  
c o n d u c te d , p ro p e r ly  s ta n d a rd is e d  ex am in a tio n  p ro c e d u re . A lthough 
i t ’s n ic e  t o  do co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, th e r e  a r e  so many f a c to r s  
t h a t  in f lu e n c e  i t  and I ’m t a lk in g  in  a p u r i s t  se n se  n o w ...

T h is  view  was w id e ly  sh a re d . For in s ta n c e ,  I08  argued  t h a t  an e x te r n a l

e x am in a tio n  sh o u ld  form  th e  m ajo r component o f  any assessm en t b e c a u se ,

". . .  th a t i s  the only tim e when a l l  th e ch ild ren  Eire faced w ith the same work.

I t ' s  a s o r t  o f  m o d e ra tin g  in s tru m e n t" .  L ik e w ise , I04  c la im ed  t h a t :

. . .  a  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  a  d e s i r a b l e  elem en t o f  any 
e x a m in a t io n . . .  I  sh o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  w ant a s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p o r t io n  
o f  th e  m a rk s , no l e s s  th a n  50%, t o  b e  dependen t on t h i s  f i n a l  
e x te r n a l  e x a m in a t io n . . .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  g en u in e  e x te r n a l  
e lem en t i n  exams in t ro d u c e s  an o b j e c t i v i t y  in to  w hat w ould 
o th e rw is e  b e  s im p ly  a  s u b je c t iv e  a t te m p t a t  a p p r a i s a l .

T h is  p r e ju d ic e  does n o t ,  how ever, s ta n d  up t o  c lo s e  s c r u t in y  :

. . .  th e  m e asu rin g  p ro c e s s  i s  n o t som eth ing  w ho lly  a c c u r a te .
W hatever an  ex am in a tio n  t r i e s  to  m easu re , i t  canno t m easure i t  
w ith  th e  a c c u ra c y  w ith  w hich we can  m easure th e  te m p e ra tu re  o f  
w a te r  in  a js ir  o r  th e  amount o f  su g a r i n  a  s o lu t io n .  No 
exam ining  b o a rd  d e n ie s  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a m arg in  o f  e r r o r  w hich  i s  
in s e p a ra b le  from  th e  exam ining p r o c e s s ,  so t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  
a re  an a p p ro x im a tio n , how ever c l o s e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  som eth ing  p r e c i s e .  
Exam ining i s  n o t an e x ac t s c i e n c e . . .  l e v e l  o f  p e rfo rm a n ce , o r  o f 
a t ta in m e n t d is p la y e d ,  i n  work su b m itte d  on a number o f  o c c a s io n s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rse  i s  ev ery  b i t  as w e ig h ty  a p ie c e  o f  
ev id en ce  a s  an ex am in a tio n  r e s u l t . . .  T here  a re  th o s e  who w i l l  
g r a n t  t h a t  such  m ethods have g r e a t  v i r t u e s . . .  b u t w i l l  say  t h a t
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th e  p r i c e  p a id  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  th e  g ra d e s  th u s  o b ta in e d  a re  
n o t r e l i a b l e  o r  u n ifo rm , u n l ik e  th e  g rad es  d e r iv e d  from  a w h o lly  
e x te r n a l  ex a m in a tio n , w hich a r e .  I t  i s  o f  th e  u tm ost im p o rtan ce  
t o  em phasize t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  f a l s e  on b o th  s i d e s . . .  by  
v a r io u s  m ethods o f  m o d e ra tio n  th e y  produce a f i n a l  a ssessm en t 
w hich i s  as  r e l i a b l e ,  v a l i d  and u n ifo rm  as  t h a t  p roduced  by  any 
e x i s t in g  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  conducted  on a l a r g e  s c a le .

( J e n n in g s , 1971» p p .6 , 7 and 9 )*

A d m itte d ly , one o f  th e  p r in c i p a l  d u t i e s  o f  a  p u b lic  ex am in a tio n  i s  

to  m a in ta in  c o n s i s te n t  s ta n d a rd s  and f a i l u r e  t o  do t h i s  may b e  a  w eakness 

in  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  w ould b e  e rro n eo u s  t o  assume 

t h a t  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  e x t e r n a l  ex am in ing , i s  no t s u b je c t  t o  s im i la r  

w eak n esses . T h is  i s  n o t t o  a c q u ie s c e  i n  th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b u t m e re ly  to  

su g g e s t t h a t  i t  w ould b e  m isg u id ed  to  d is m is s  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t on 

th e  g rounds o f  poor c o m p a ra b il i ty  when exam ining i s  such  an  in e x a c t  s c ie n c e  

anyw ay.

At th e  r o o t  o f  th e  c o m p a ra b il i ty  problem  l i e s  th e  dilemma c r e a te d  by  

te a c h e r s  a c t in g  as p u b lic  ex am in ers . The problem s w hich can  a r i s e  when 

o u ts id e r s  conduct sc h o o l e x am in a tio n s  w ere d e s c r ib e d  by C hap te rs  1 and 2 . 

However, s im p ly  b eca u se  th e  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  in n o v a tio n  has b ro u g h t many 

b e n e f i t s ,  i t  sh o u ld  n o t b e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  i t  c r e a te s  i t s  own s p e c ia l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .

15 . MODERATION

As S e c t io n  7 showed, ru n n in g  a p u b lic  ex am in a tio n  makes a d d i t io n a l  

demands on a  t e a c h e r 's  l im i t e d  t im e , energy  and e x p e r t i s e .  These 

p re s s u re s  a re  m ost a c u te  i n  o u t- o f - s c h o o l  d u t i e s  l i k e  m o d e ra tio n , e s p e c i a l l y  

when th e s e  m ust b e  perfo rm ed  d u rin g  th e  sc h o o l d a y .

* See a ls o  th e  ev idence o f  in co m p a ra b ility  in  ex ter n a l exam inations provided  
by Chapter 4 , p p .l6 4 - l6 5 .
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The o n ly  th in g  t h a t ' s  alw ays w o rr ie d  me abou t i t  ( i . e .  
c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t)  i s  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  m o d e ra tio n . Nobody 
has ev e r come up w ith  a  p e r f e c t  m o d e ra tin g  system  sim p ly  b eca u se  
you c a n ' t  a f f o r d  th e  tim e  th e s e  p e o p le  need to  spend in  
ex am in a tio n  c e n t r e s . . .  Y ou've g o t to  b e  d e e p ly  immersed in  a l l  
a s p e c ts  o f  i t  b e fo re  you can s u c c e s s f u l ly  m o dera te  o th e rw is e  
y o u 'r e  g o in g  to  make a  s u p e r f i c i a l  judgem en t. T h is  i s  th e  o n ly  
w o rry in g  a s p e c t  o f  coursew ork  a s se s sm e n t. (103)

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) ag ree d  t h a t  th e  tim e  f a c t o r  i s  c r i t i c a l :

The problem  l i e s  in  a s s e s s in g  i n  i s o l a t i o n  in  a s c h o o l . . .  Both 
te a c h e r s  and m o d e ra to rs  see  a need  f o r . . .  more tim e  t o  be  
com m itted  t o  th e  m o d e ra tio n  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t so t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  betw een  te a c h e r  and m o d e ra to r 
. . .  The i s s u e  upperm ost in  th e  m o d e ra to r s ' m inds i s  th e  sh e e r  
p h y s ic a l  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  making th e  number o f  c o n ta c ts  th e y  f e e l  
th e y  sh o u ld  b e  m aking w ith  th e  s c h o o ls .  I t  i s  made c l e a r  in  
t h e i r  r e p l i e s  to  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  tim e  and tim e  a g a in ,  t h a t  
even  w ith  th e  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t  u se  o f  co n tin u o u s
a s s e s sm e n t, th e y  a re  n o t a b le  t o  se e  t h e i r  sc h o o ls  a s  o f te n  as
th e y  w ould l i k e  in  o rd e r  to  s a t i s f y  th e m se lv es  t h a t  s ta n d a rd s  
axe co m parab le . Some m o d e ra to rs  a r e  adam ant t h a t  th e  l e v e l  o f
c o n ta c t  i s  in a d e q u a te .  (p p .13 and 80)

The dilemm a i s  c l e a r  : i f  th e  te a c h e r  i s  r e le a s e d  from  sc h o o l f o r  more

tim e  to  c a r r y  o u t h i s  m o d e ra tin g  d u t i e s  more th o ro u g h ly , h i s  sc h o o l and

h is  p u p i l s  s u f f e r .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  m o d e ra to rs  a ro u se s

in te n s e  h o s t i l i t y  b e c a u se  te a c h e r s  a r e  ex tre m e ly  r e l u c t a n t  to  e x t e r n a l i z e

such  an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f th e  exam ining p r o c e s s .  M oreover, many te a c h e r s

r e g a rd  exam ining a s  e x c e l le n t  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  w hich th e y  w ould b e

lo a th e  t o  r e l i n q u i s h .

A nother d i f f i c u l t y  l i e s  in  th e  s p e c ia l iz e d  exam ining s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d .

S e v e ra l  s tu d ie s  have su g g e s te d  t h a t  a re a s  o f  t e c h n ic a l  com petence such  as

m o d e ra tio n  a re  ones in  w hich  th e  t e a c h e r 's  e x p e r t i s e  i s  l i m i t e d .  For

in s ta n c e .  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) r e p o r te d  t h a t :

Both te a c h e r s  and m o d e ra to rs  s e e  a  need f o r  t r a i n i n g  in  
a sse ssm en t t e c h n i q u e s . . .  A number f e e l  th e y  r e q u i r e  t r a i n i n g  
in  b a s ic  t e c h n i q u e s . . .  I t  was s u r p r i s in g  how few o f  th o s e  
in te rv ie w e d  had been  on any s o r t  o f c o u rse  o f  t r a i n i n g  o r co u ld  
recommend a p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  book on a sse ssm en t te c h n iq u e s .

( p .6 5 )
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I n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  th e  u n u s u a lly  h ig h  

p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple (31%) who d id  n o t h o ld  a  d e f i n i t e  o p in io n  on 

ite m  1 5 ( x ) .  T h is  i t a n  y ie ld e d  a h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  th a n  any 

o th e r  item  i n  Q u estio n  15 and t h i s  may have been  b e c a u se  t h i s  was an a r e a  

o f  t e c h n ic a l  com petence in  w hich many te a c h e r s  f e l t  i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  

comment. T hus, a l th o u g h  th e  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  r o l e  has many s t r e n g t h s ,  i t  

has a l s o  c r e a te d  te n s io n s  w hich a re  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s o lv e .

The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  com parab le  s ta n d a rd s  i s  n o t th e  o n ly  

f a c t o r  w hich  may in f lu e n c e  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t.

16 . THE INTRUSION OF PERSONAL FACTORS

W hile a c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een te a c h in g  and exam ining  h as  been

shown to  have some m e r i t s ,  a t t e n t i o n  has a l s o  been  drawn to  th e  p o s s ib le

draw backs o f  in v o lv in g  th e  te a c h e r  so in t im a te ly  in  th e  f i n a l  a s se s sm e n t.

One f e a r ,  e x p re s se d  by some c r i t i c s ,  i s  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  open

to  abuse  o r ,  a t  th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  t o  th e  u n w it t in g  in t r u s i o n  o f  p e rs o n a l

f e e l in g s  such as  f a v o u r i t i s m . For i n s ta n c e ,  Snowdon (1965 ) a rgued  th a t

c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t, " . . .  opens th e  door t o  ’n o n - o b je c t iv e ' c r i t e r i a  i n

e v a lu a t in g  s tu d e n t s '  w ork" (p .4 0 ) .  H ere a g a in  was an i s s u e  on w hich i t

was f e l t  to  be im p o rta n t to  d e te rm in e  th e  view s o f  p r a c t i s i n g  t e a c h e r s .

T h e re fo re ,  ite m  1 5 ( v i i )  s t a t e d :

Whenever an in d iv id u a l  a c t s  as b o th  te a c h e r  and ex am in er, th e r e  
i s  alw ays th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a v a r i e t y  o f  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s  
may in f lu e n c e  th e  a ssessm en t to  some e x te n t .*

T w o -th ird s  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  ( 67%) ag ree d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t w h ile  o n ly

a  f i f t h  (21%) d is a g re e d  b u t a lth o u g h  m ost te a c h e r s  a g re e d  t h a t  p e r s o n a l

* S tro n g ly  A gree (11%), A gree ( 56%), U n c e r ta in  (12% ), D isa g re e  ( l 8%). 
S tro n g ly  D is a g re e  (3%)
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f a c t o r s  do som etim es in f lu e n c e  a s se s sm e n t, t h i s  d id  n o t ap p ea r t o  have 

a ro u se d  e i t h e r  s tro n g  f e e l in g  o r p a r t i c u l a r l y  w id esp read  c o n c e rn . In  f a c t ,  

item  ( v i i )  y ie ld e d  th e  lo w e s t l e v e l  o f  s t ro n g  agreem ent a c ro s s  th e  w hole 

o f  Q u es tio n  15 s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  had n o t provoked a  s tro n g  

r e a c t io n  even though  m ost te a c h e r s  conceded t h a t  i t  e x i s t e d .  M oreover, 

i t  d id  n o t command th e  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  con sen su s w hich had emerged on c e r t a i n  

i te m s .  Of th e  t e n  item s  co m p ris in g  Q u estio n  15» o n ly  t h r e e  had e l i c i t e d  

a  low er l e v e l  o f  co n se n su s . T hus, i t  seemed t h a t  a lth o u g h  m ost te a c h e r s  

a c c e p te d  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f  t h i s  s ta te m e n t ,  i t  was n o t som eth ing  abou t w hich 

t h e r e  was in te n s e  f e e l in g  o r  e s p e c i a l l y  w ide co n ce rn .

R e l i a b i l i t y  was a  s u b je c t  o f deep co n ce rn  f o r  some re sp o n d e n ts  and

so i t  was somewhat s u r p r i s in g  to  f in d  t h a t  t h i s  t h r e a t  to  i t  had n o t

provoked a  s t r o n g e r  r e a c t io n .  P erhaps th e  key to  t h i s  was p ro v id e d  by th o s e

te a c h e r s  who drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  r o l e  o f  m o d e ra tio n :

In  some ways I  d o n 't  f e e l  t h a t  i s  e n t i r e l y  my jo b  though  I  th in k
I  have g o t a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  th e  k id  I  m igh t be  p r e ju d ic e d
a g a in s t  and to  th e  k id  I  m igh t b e  p r e ju d ic e d  tow ards b e c a u se  o f  
th e  k in d  o f feed b a ck  I  g iv e  them in  th e  two y e a r s . But as f a r  
as g e t t i n g  th e  g ra d e  r i g h t  a t  th e  end i s  c o n c e rn e d , I  th in k  t h a t ' s  
th e  m o d e ra to r ’s b u s in e s s  n o t m in e . (113)

L ik e w ise , when asked  w hether he  th o u g h t th e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een

a s s e s s o r  and a s s e s s e d  m igh t d i s t o r t  th e  e v a lu a t io n ,  107 r e p l i e d :  " I ’m

s u re  i t  does and th e  answ er i s  t h a t  i t ’s removed by m o d e ra tio n " . Q633

a g re e d : "A ll a sse ssm en t a t  t h i s  l e v e l  i s  s u b je c t  to  e r r o r .  T h a t ’s w hat

i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  i s  f o r i "  C le a r ly ,  some te a c h e r s  d id  n o t r e g a rd  th e

in f lu e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s  as a  s e r io u s  t h r e a t  to  r e l i a b i l i t y  b eca u se

th e y  p e rc e iv e d  m o d e ra tio n  as a k in d  o f  " c a t c h - a l l "  p ro c e s s  w hich w ould

e l im in a te  in c o n s i s t e n c ie s  in  th e  end.

The m o d e ra tin g  system  used  in  th e  Mode I  E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  i s
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l im i te d  in  i t s  power t o  c o r r e c t  in c o n s i s t e n c ie s  b eca u se  i t  a c c e p ts  th e

i n a l i e n a b le  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  ra n k  o rd e r  o f c a n d id a te s .

T h is  means t h a t  a l th o u g h  an o v e r a l l  b ia s  tow ards s e v e r i t y  o r  le n ie n c y  in

m ark ing  may be c o r r e c t e d ,  i f  th e  m o d e ra to r re g a rd s  th e  p la c in g  o f  c e r t a i n

c a n d id a te s  a s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  th e  sc h o o l i s  n o t o b lig e d  t o  a l t e r  i t s  ra n k

o rd e r .  The assu m p tio n  i s  made t h a t  th e  i n t e r n a l  a s s e s s o r  knows th e  w orth

o f  in d iv id u a l  c a n d id a te s  r e l a t i v e  t o  one a n o th e r  b e t t e r  th a n  an e x te r n a l

m o d e ra to r  can know them . T hus, a lth o u g h  t h i s  ty p e  o f  m o d e ra tio n  may b r in g

in d iv id u a l  m ark e rs  i n t o  l i n e  w ith  a  r e g io n a l  s ta n d a rd ,  i t  i s  n o t empowered

to  a l t e r  th e  a c t u a l  seq u en c in g  o f  c a n d id a te s .  A lthough  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s ,

on th e  w h o le , a  sound one i t  does n o t einswer th e  o b je c t io n  t h a t  th e

te a c h e r  may b e  b ia s e d  in  fa v o u r  o f  c e r t a i n  c a n d id a te s  and p r e ju d ic e d

a g a in s t  o th e r s  who may b e  m isp la c e d  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s .  When asked

w h eth er he had b een  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h i s  ty p e  o f m o d e ra tio n , 101 r e p l i e d :

Not alw ays b u t  I  th in k  i t  was a  c o r r e c t  p r i n c i p l e  so  I  was 
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t  as a  p r in c i p l e  b u t I  w asn ’t  alw ays s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  th e  way i t  was c a r r i e d  o u t -  b u t t h a t ’s th e  human f a c t o r ,  
i s n ’t  i t ?

Those who e x p re s se d  co n ce rn  abou t th e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s

w ere p a r t i c u l a r l y  w o rr ie d  ab o u t th e  " h a lo "  e f f e c t  o f  a c a n d id a te ’s p e r s o n a l

q u a l i t i e s  and ab o u t te a c h e r s  d e v e lo p in g  f ix e d  n o tio n s  abo u t c e r t a in

c a n d id a te s .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  I08  o b serv ed  t h a t :

T here i s  a lw ays a p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  th e  te a c h e r  and 
th e  c h i ld  and t h a t  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  can c o lo u r  th e  
t e a c h e r ’s e v a lu a t io n  o f th e  c h i l d ’s w ork. A ll  te a c h e r s  have s a id ,  
"My word.’ T h is  p ie c e  o f  work from  X i s  f a r  b e t t e r  th a n  I  ever 
a n t i c ip a t e d  i t  w ould b e ,"  and when a  good c h i ld  does a  bad p ie c e  
o f  work s a y , "W ell, t h i s  i s  a  lo n g  way below  h is  norm al s ta n d a r d " .  
You te n d  t o  le a n  m ore to w ard s th e  c h i ld  who i s  good and g iv e  him 
th e  b e n e f i t  o f th e  doub t and t o  p e n a l iz e  th e  c h i ld  who has been  
a  n u is a n c e  in  c l a s s  e t c . T here i s  a  v e ry  l a r g e  s u b je c t iv e  elem ent, 
w hich c re e p s  in t o  co n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t . . .  T here i s  alw ays t h i s  
s u b je c t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een te a c h e r  and ta u g h t  and i t  can 
m odify  a  t e a c h e r ’s judgem ent one way o r  th e  o th e r .  I t  i s  v e ry .
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v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  be  c o m p le te ly  im p a r t i a l  when you n o t on ly  
te a c h  b u t a l s o  exam ine your own c h i ld r e n .

109 ag re e d :

I f  I ,  a t  th e  end o f a  two y e a r  c o u rs e ,  am ra n k in g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
f o l i o s ,  I  m igh t g iv e  one c h i ld  a  mark o f  22 and a n o th e r  20 ou t 
o f  3 0 , I 'v e  made a d e c is io n  t h a t  one c h i ld  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  
a n o th e r  b u t  t h a t  d e c i s io n  i s  b ased  on a  p u re ly  s u b je c t iv e  
a sse ssm e n t by me. T h e re 's  n o th in g  o b j e c t i v e . . .  I t ' s  my know ledge 
o f th e  k id  w hich may be  in f lu e n c e d  by a l l  k in d s  o f  t h i n g s ,  n o t 
j u s t  w h a t 's  in  t h a t  f o l i o  e .g .  w hether t h e y 'r e  n ic e  k id s  w ho’v e  
worked h a rd . Now I  w ould s e t  o u t n o t to  do t h i s  b u t I 'm  g o ing  
to  do t h i s  b eca u se  I ’m a te a c h e r  and th e  te a c h e r  as an  exam iner 
i s  a  v e ry  t r i c k y  r o l e  and one I  d o n 't  th in k  we y e t  u n d e rs ta n d .
T h is  d o e s n 't  mean t h a t  I  th in k  a l l  w r i t t e n  ex am in a tio n s  a re  
r e l i a b l e  e i t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  E n g lis h  w h ere , on th e  w h o le , th e  
exam iner i s  g o ing  th ro u g h  a  v e ry  s u b je c t iv e  e x e r c is e .

L ik ew ise  I l 4  c o n fe s se d  t h a t  : " . . .  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t to  one s id e  o n e 's

own p r e ju d i c e s . "  T hus, i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  re c o g n is e  t h a t  a  m o d e ra tin g

system  w hich  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o r r e c t  m arking  b ia s  b u t ig n o re s  in c o r r e c t

p lacem en t can n o t m eet t h i s  draw back to  co n tin u o u s  a s s e s sm e n t.

* O ther s tu d ie s  a g re e  t h a t  s c h o o l-b a se d  a sse ssm e n ts  may b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y

s u s c e p t ib le  to  th e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s .  For in s ta n c e .  E xam inations

B u l l e t i n  1 ( I 9 6 3 ) w arned t h a t ,  "W ith th e  b e s t  w i l l  in  th e  w o rld , some

te a c h e r s  and some sc h o o ls  a r e  bound t o  d ev e lo p  f ix e d  id e a s  abou t p a r t i c u l a r

p u p i l s ,  who may as  a  r e s u l t  b e  o v e r -  o r  u n d e r -e s t im a te d "  ( p . 2 5 ) .  Spencer

(1 9 7 6 ) a l s o  c la im ed  t h a t :

The i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  th e  m arker may have a  g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on 
th e  g ra d e  a p u p i l  s c o re s  th a n  th e  ty p e  o f  work s e t .  The 
ad v an tag e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r 's  knowing th e  p u p i l s  w e ll  may b e  o f f s e t  
by day to  day  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  mood or in  o p in io n s . . .  o r  he may 
be  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  "h a lo "  e f f e c t  o f a  p u p i l 's  p e r s o n a l  
q u a l i t i e s .  ( p . 5)

A lthough  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  conceded t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  

s u s c e p t ib le  to  t h i s  ty p e  o f in f lu e n c e ,  some arg u ed  t h a t  e x te r n a l  exam ining 

i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  s u p e r io r  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  For i n s ta n c e ,  112 ag re e d  

t h a t  an a s s e s s o r 's  judgem ent may b e  d i s t o r t e d  by th e  h a lo  e f f e c t  o f  a
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c a n d id a te 's  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  b u t added; " I t ' s  th e  same s o r t  o f  r i s k ,  

anyway, as  t h a t  fa c e d  by an exam iner w ho’s m arking a s c r i p t  t h a t ' s  

in c r e d ib ly  n e a t ly  w r i t t e n .  You’ve s t i l l  g o t t o  make th e  same s o r t  o f  

s e n s i t i v e  judgem ents abou t how y o u 'r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  your a s s e s s m e n t . . .  I t  

r e q u i r e s  s e n s i t i v i t y " .  L ik e w ise , 109 f e l t  t h a t ,  " . . .  t h e  te a c h e r  as an 

exam iner i s  a  v e ry  t r i c k y  r o l e . . .  T h is  d o e s n 't  mean th a t  I  th in k  w r i t t e n  

ex am in a tio n s  a re  r e l i a b l e  e i t h e r  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  E n g l is h " .  I06  c la im ed  

th a t  he w ould be  happy to  u se  one hundred  p e r  c e n t c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, 

" . . .  b u t  i f  p eo p le  a re  g o in g  t o  w orry  abou t w h eth er I 'm  swayed by p e r s o n a l  

f a c t o r s  th e n  I  suppose w e’ve g o t to  have w r i t t e n  ex am in a tio n s  b u t  I  d o n 't  

th in k  th e y  a r e  a l l  t h a t  r e l i a b l e " .

In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  k in d  o f  u n w it t in g  abuse o f  th e  sy s te m , th e r e  i s  

a l s o  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  b l a t a n t  m isc o n d u c t.

I T . POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE

The b e l i e f  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s ,  by  i t s  v e ry  n a t u r e ,  more

open to  abuse  th a n  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  w id e ly  h e ld .  For in s ta n c e ,

I04  a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  i s ,  " . . .  open , r a t h e r  to o  e a s i l y ,  t o  a b u se . Any

s a t i s f a c t o r y  ex am in a tio n  system  has g o t t o  m o n ito r  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y " .

110 a g re e d ; "C ontinuous a s se s sm e n t, in  i t s e l f ,  i s  more open t o  e r r o r  and

ab u se"  w h ile  Q201 c la im ed  t h a t :

M o dera tion  i s  th e  X f a c t o r  in  th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  p ro c e d u re .
I t  i s  f r ig h t e n in g ly  c ap a b le  o f  b e in g  abused  and p ro v id e s  th e  
a r e a  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  in  a sse ssm en t w h ich , in  t u r n ,  can le a d  to  
a  la c k  o f r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  e x am in a tio n .

C le a r ly ,  th e  p e r s o n a l  in vo lvem en t o f  a s s e s s o r  w ith  a s s e s s e d  underm ines th e

p u b lic  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t in  th e  eyes o f  some t e a c h e r s .

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  31 (1975) su p p o r ts  t h i s  f in d in g :
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C ontinuous a sse ssm en t g e n e ra te s  v ig o ro u s  comment b o th  f o r  and 
a g a in s t  i t .  On th e  one h an d , i t  i s  seen  as th e  m ost v a l id  form  
o f a s s e s s m e n t . . .  On th e  o th e r ,  i t  i s  seen  as cumbersome and 
open t o  abuse  by s t a f f  and p u p i l s . . .  F e e l in g s  ra n g e  from  o v e r r id in g  
e n th u s ia s m .. .  t o  deep s u s p ic io n ,  ( p p .38 and 8 5 )

A s u b je c t  in  S p e n c e r’s s tu d y  (1979) i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  s u s p ic io n :  "I have

a d i s l i k e  o f any scheme o f  i n t e r n a l  a s se s sm e n t, as opposed t o  an o u ts id e

exam, s in c e  i t  in v o lv e s  to o  much o f  th e  p e r s o n a l . . .  Exam iners a re  f a c e le s s "

( p .9 1 ) .  However, j u s t  as th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  a

" s o f t  o p tio n "  i s  u n j u s t i f i e d ,  so to o  th e  argum ent t h a t  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s

a re  l e s s  open to  abuse  i s  e a s i l y  ex p loded .

The ty p e  o f abuse  w hich th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  f a c i l i t a t e s  was 

n e a t ly  sum m arized by D ixon (1977) when he o b se rv ed  t h a t ,  " . . .  o u ts id e  th e  

exam room no h o ld s  a r e  b a r r e d "  ( p . 4), T h is  comment a p t ly  d e s c r ib e s  th e  

"us and them " s i t u a t i o n  a te a c h e r  c o n fro n ts  when he p re p a re s  h is  p u p i ls  

f o r  an e x te r n a l  ex a m in a tio n . He i s  f r e e  to  employ any t a c t i c s ,  no m a t te r  

how du b io u s th e y  may be  on e d u c a tio n a l  g ro u n d s , in  o rd e r  t o  s e c u re  a p a ss  

f o r  h is  c a n d id a te s .  He may p ro v id e  h is  p u p i l s  w ith  m odel answ ers to  b e  

ab so rb ed  m e c h a n ic a lly  and r e g u r g i t a t e d  in  th e  ex am in a tio n  and he may sp o t 

l i k e l y  q u e s tio n s  so t h a t  h i s  p u p i l s  may r e v i s e  th e s e  a re a s  m ost 

th o ro u g h ly . In  t h i s  s e n s e , th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n  i s  more conducive  

to  b l a t a n t  m isco n d u c t th a n  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t b eca u se  i t  s e t s  th e  

te a c h e r  a g a in s t  th e  exam iner en co u rag in g  him to  p i t  h i s  w ile s  a g a in s t  th o s e  

o f  th e  exam in er. C ontinuous a s s e s sm e n t, on th e  o th e r  han d , p la c e s  th e  

te a c h e r  in  a p o s i t i o n  w here such  co nduct becomes u n a c c e p ta b le .  The "us 

and them " s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich th e  te a c h e r  u n i t e s  w ith  h i s  c l a s s  a g a in s t  

th e  exam iner i s  e l im in a te d  b eca u se  th e  te a c h e r  th e  ex am iner. T h is  

p o in t  was u n d e r l in e d  by  103 when he compared h i s  work as  an  0 -L ev e l 

m arker w ith  h i s  work as  an a s s e s s o r  f o r  EMREB's l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rse  :
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The b ig  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  we found was t h a t  as 0 -L ev e l m arkers  
we w ere u sed  to  m arking  th e  b e s t  c o n s id e re d  and b e s t  remembered 
th o u g h ts  o f  th e  t e a c h e r .  What we w ere m arking  in  th e  f o l i o s  
was th e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  th e  c h i ld  hav ing  to u c h ed  upon th e  
th e m e . . .  so  we w ere lo o k in g  a t  f a r  more o r i g i n a l i t y . . .  in  
0 -L ev e l you s t i l l  had to  g iv e  th e  same m arks even i f  you co u ld  
h e a r  th e  t e a c h e r 's  words coming th ro u g h  in  ev ery  e ssay  t h a t  th e  
c h i ld  w ro te .

S p e n c e r 's  e n q u iry  (1976) su p p o r ts  t h i s  view  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s

n o t more s u s c e p t ib le  t o  ab u se :

I t  i s  o f te n  a rg u ed  t h a t  a l l  i n t e r n a l  a sse ssm e n ts  a re  s u s c e p t ib le  
to  c h e a tin g  and th a t  p a re n ts  m igh t p la c e  te a c h e r s  u n d er p re s s u re ,  
Every p e rso n  I  c o n s u lte d  in  E ngland c o n s id e re d  th e s e  argum ents 
to  be o f no im p o rtan ce  a t  a l l .  ( p .7)

T h is  i s  n o t t o  su g g e s t t h a t  a l l  t e a c h e r s  a re  beyond f o u l  p la y  b u t p ro v id e d  

t h a t  m o d e ra tio n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t c o n s c ie n t io u s ly ,  m a lp ra c t ic e  in v a r i a b ly  

w i l l  b e  d e te c te d .

18 . CONCLUDING REMARKS

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t has r a i s e d  im p o rta n t new 

problem s w hich rem ain  u n re s o lv e d  and th e r e  i s  a need  f o r  f u r th e r  work in  

t h i s  a r e a .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  g e n e ra l  te n o r  o f  o p in io n  amongst th e  

re sp o n d e n ts  en d o rsed  D ix o n 's  (1977) view  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  one 

o f  th e  m ost im p o rta n t in n o v a tio n s  t o  emerge from CSE. I 0 8 's  b e l i e f  t h a t ,  

" . . .  some acc o u n t m ust be ta k e n  o f  th e  work w hich th e  c h i ld  has done o v er 

th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  c o u rs e . The days o f  th e  s e t  ex am in a tio n s  on a p a r t i c u l a r  

day a re  v e ry  much o u t - o f - d a te "  i s  c e r t a i n l y  su p p o rte d  by th e  ev id en ce  o f  

t h i s  c h a p te r .

One o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t 's  most n o v e l and im p o rta n t a p p l ic a t io n s  

i s  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r .
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CHAPTER FOUR

LITERATURE

A. THE FORMATIVE YEARS : LITERATURE EXAMINATIONS PRIOR TO CSE

1. INTRODUCTION

The fo rm a tiv e  y e a rs  o f  CSE c o in c id e d  w ith  a  p e r io d  in  w hich

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  GCE 0 -L ev e l was m ounting . Nowhere was t h i s

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  more a c u te  th a n  in  E n g lis h :

C r i t ic i s m s  o f  th e  G en era l C e r t i f i c a t e  t e s t s  in  E n g lish  have
been  m ounting f o r  y e a rs  among a  v o c a l m in o r i ty  o f  te a c h e r s  o f
E n g lis h .  A g la n c e  a t  back  numbers o f  th e  q u a r t e r ly  "The Use 
o f  E n g l is h " ,  f o r  exam ple, w i l l  r e v e a l  s c o re s  o f  h o s t i l e  comments,

(NATE, 1966, p . l )

T h is was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  where th e  0 -L ev e l ex am in a tio n  was

w id e ly  re g a rd e d  a s ,  " . . .  a  com plete  a n t i t h e s i s  to  e n l ig h te n e d  te a c h in g  o f

th e  s u b je c t"  (Birmingham NATE, 1966, p . 2 ) .  T h is  was a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  in

th e  developm ent o f  CSE l i t e r a t u r e  w hich gave i t  a  " J a n u s - l ik e "  q u a l i ty :

on th e  one han d , lo o k in g  back  a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n v e n tio n s  and r e a c t in g

a g a in s t  them  an d , on th e  o th e r ,  lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  a f r e s h  s t a r t ,  an

o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d e v ise  new te c h n iq u e s  f o r  examining l i t e r a t u r e :  " . . .  s im ply

b eca u se  i t  i s  new, th e  CSE o f f e r s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  m ajo r change"

(D ixon, 1965 , p . l ) .  As W halley  (1969 ) p o in te d  o u t :

The s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  l i e s  n o t in  i t s  p re se n c e  
a s  y e t  a n o th e r  ex am in a tio n  w hich w i l l  a g g ra v a te  th e  p roblem  
p re s e n te d  by th e  h a rm fu l e f f e c t s  o f  e x a m in a tio n s , b u t a s  an 
a t te m p t to  so lv e  i t .  ( p . 7)

T his was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  to  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich was f ra u g h t w ith

a sse ssm en t prob lem s w hich e x i s t i n g  ex am in a tio n s  had  f a i l e d  to  s o lv e .
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T h e re fo re ,  l i t e r a t u r e  p re s e n te d  a s p e c ia l  c h a lle n g e  to  CSE t o  d e v ise  

new and b e t t e r  te c h n iq u e s  o f  a s se ssm e n t.

S in ce  th e  e x i s t i n g  ex am in a tio n s  p ro v id e  a y a r d s t i c k  by w hich to  

ju d g e  CSE, th e  aim o f  th e  fo llo w in g  s e c t io n s  i s  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  s t a t e  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining  p r i o r  t o  1965 and to  u se  t h i s  as  a b a s i s  f o r  

e v a lu a t in g  " . . .  th e  ach iev em en ts  and le s s o n s "  (D ixon, 1977» p . 8) o f  CSE.

2. -THE PREVAILING PHILOSOPHY OF LITERATURE TEACHING IN THE 1 9 6 0 's

Most GCE ex am in a tio n s  encou raged  an app ro ach  to  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich f e l l

f a r  s h o r t  o f  th e  i d e a l s  o f  e n l ig h te n e d  e d u c a t io n i s t s .  To u n d e rs ta n d  th e

e x te n t  o f  t h i s  d is c re p a n c y , i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  know som eth ing  abou t th e

p r e v a i l in g  p h ilo so p h y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h in g .

G rea t im p o rtan ce  was a t ta c h e d  to  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a means o f  p e r s o n a l

grow th . I t  was c la im e d  t h a t  th ro u g h  i t s  s tu d y  o n e 's  c a p a c i ty  f o r  l i f e  was

ex te n d e d . T y p ic a l o f  th e s e  c la im s was t h a t  made by W hitehead (1966) who

a rg u e d  t h a t  th ro u g h  l i t e r a t u r e  we g a in :

. . .  an e x te n s io n  o f  th e  c a p a c i ty  f o r  e x p e r ie n c e  . . .  th e  q u a l i ty  
o f  th e  im a g in a tiv e  e x p e r ie n c e  we d e r iv e  from  o u r books has  a 
c lo s e  b e a r in g  upon th e  q u a l i ty  o f  e x p e rie n c e  we a re  c a p a b le  o f  
in  o u r ev ery d ay  l i v i n g .  (p.U 8)

S im ila r  c o n v ic t io n s  w ere e x p re s se d  by H olbrook (1961 ):

. . .  th e  b e s t  n o v e l h as  th e  power to  change ou r w hole b e in g ,  to  
r e f i n e  o u r f e e l in g s  and u n d e r s ta n d in g , to  dev e lo p  ou r h o ld  on 
l i f e  . . .  we re a d  to  become more aw are o f  l i f e  . . .  and t o  e x e rc is e  
in  im a g in a tio n  o u r c a p a c i t i e s  to  d e a l  w ith  i t .  ( p p . l 60 and l8 9 )

S in ce  i t  was re g a rd e d  a s  c o n t r ib u t in g  so much to  p e r s o n a l  developm ent,

l i t e r a t u r e  was h e ld  to  be o f  c e n t r a l  im p o rtan ce  in  th e  sch o o l c u rr ic u lu m :

The re a d in g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  p e rh ap s  one o f  th e  two o r  th r e e  
m ost im p o rta n t a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  p r a c t i s e  in  t h e i r  sch o o l 
days . . .  ( i t  w i l l )  p re p a re  c h i ld r e n  more a d e q u a te ly  f o r  l i f e .

( B u t ts ,  1967 , p p .3 1 3 -3 1 7 )

I t  was n o t o n ly  E n g lish  s p e c i a l i s t s  who made such c la im s  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e :

governm ent r e p o r t s  a g re e d . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  E ig h th  R eport o f  th e  SSEC

(196U) a rg u ed  t h a t :
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. . .  th e  re a d in g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  n eed s no j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  I t s  
s ig n i f i c a n c e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  v a lu e s ,  f o r  th e  w id th  and d ep th  o f  an 
i n d i v i d u a l 's  m ind, and f o r  h i s  grow th  a s  a  th o u g h t fu l  member o f  
s o c ie ty  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t .  ( p .20)

L ik e w ise , th e  Newsom R ep o rt (1963) s t r e s s e d  t h a t :

A ll  p u p i l s ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  o f  v e ry  l im i t e d  a t ta in m e n ts ,  need 
th e  c i v i l i s i n g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  c o n ta c t  w ith  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  
l i t e r a t u r e  can s t r e t c h  th e  m inds and im a g in a tio n s  o f  th e  p u p i ls  
and h e lp  t o  i l lu m in e  f o r  them , in  w id e r human te rm s , t h e i r  own 
prob lem s o f  l i v i n g ,  ( p a ra .  ^73)

I t  i s  a g a in s t  th e s e  c la im s  t h a t  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  e x i s t in g  ex a m in a tio n s  must

be ju d g e d .

3. THE EMPHASIS ON FACTUAL DETAIL

The g e n e ra l  o p in io n  o f  0 -L ev e l i s  n e a t ly  summed up by N o r r i s 's  (1962 ) 

c o m p la in t t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  p r e s e n t  0 -L e v e l l i t e r a t u r e  ex am in a tio n  does no t

do th e  jo b  a s  i t  sh o u ld "  ( p . 9 5 ) . There w ere s e v e ra l  re a s o n s  fo r

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  e x i s t in g  e x am in a tio n s  and each  one w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  

s e p a r a t e ly  a lth o u g h  in  p r a c t i c e  th e y  d id  n o t o ccu r in  i s o l a t i o n .

A common c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  re sp o n se  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  had been  d i s t o r t e d

in to  a f a c t u a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  e x e r c is e  c h a r a c te r i z e d  by " f a c t - g r u b b in g " .

For i n s t a n c e , a  c o rre sp o n d e n t in  th e  Times E d u c a tio n a l Supplem ent

adm onished 0 -L e v e l f o r  i t s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  p o e try :

. . .  n o t a s  p o e try  b u t as  som eth ing  e l s e  -  f i c t i o n  o r  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  
exam ple, o r  m a te r ia l  f o r  academ ic e x e r c is e s  o f  th e  com prehension  
ty p e .  Too many q u e s tio n s  . . .  seem to  t r e a t  p o e try  in  c u r io u s ly  
in a p p ro p r ia te  te rm s  . . .  "D e sc rib e  E x c a lib u r  and i t s  h i s to r y "  
o n ly  co n firm s th e  im p re ss io n s  o f  th e  c a n d id a te  who re g a rd s  a poem
as n o t e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from  a s h o r t  s to r y  in  th e
e x p e r ie n c e  i t  o f f e r s .  (March l8 t h  I9 6 0 , p . 553)

I t  was f e a r e d  t h a t  th e  s p e c ia l  n a tu re  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e rie n c e  was b e in g  

l o s t  i n  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  e x a m in a t io n 's  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  f a c t u a l  m in u tia e : 

" . . .  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  h as  o f f e r e d  no p o s i t i v e  en cou rage

ment to  s c h o o ls  . . .  t o  r e g a rd  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  more th a n  th e  f a c t u a l  c o n te n t 

o f  t h r e e ,  fo u r  o r  f iv e  books" (D ixon, 1965 , p . l ) .  L ik e w ise , th e  

Birmingham NATE (1966 ) n o te d , " . . .  w ith  d e s p a ir  . . .  th e  s h e e r  q u a n t i ty  o f
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t r i v i a l  d e t a i l  t h a t  th e  c a n d id a te s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  know" ( p . 5 ) .

J o u rn a ls  som etim es p u b lis h e d  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  s t r a t e g i e s  a d o p ted  by-

te a c h e r s  to  cope w ith  th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een t h e i r  own aim s and th e  ap p ro ach

demanded by  th e  e x a m in a tio n . The fo llo w in g  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  b eca u se  o f  what

i t  r e v e a ls  ab o u t a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s 0 -L e v e l:

I  sh o u ld  a sk  a l l  Heads t o  f o r b id  a b s o lu te ly  th e  sp en d in g  o f  more 
th a n  th r e e  te rm s on s e t  books. T hat a t  l e a s t  g iv e s  th e  f o u r th
y e a r  f o r  re a s o n a b ly  s e r io u s  re a d in g .

(Use o f  E n g l is h , V o l.13» 1 9 6 l ,  p . 103)

C le a r ly ,  0 -L ev e l was re g a rd e d  a s  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  " s e r io u s  re a d in g "  and

s e p a ra te  from  th e  p ro p e r  b u s in e s s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h in g .  I t  was t r e a t e d

as an u n a v o id a b le  e v i l  w hich sh o u ld  be  ig n o re d  f o r  a s  lo n g  a s  p o s s ib le .

L ikew ise th e  Birmingham NATE (1966) a g re e d  t h a t :  " . . .  t h e r e  i s  no doubt

t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  form  i s  a com plete  a n t i t h e s i s  to

e n l ig h te n e d  te a c h in g  o f  th e  s u b je c t"  ( p .2 ) .

The q u e s tio n  t h i s  r a i s e s  i s :  why d id  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n s

d is p la y  an o b s e s s io n  w ith  f a c t u a l  m in u tia e ?

U. REASONS FOR THE EMPHASIS ON FACTUAL CONTENT

At th e  r o o t  o f  t h i s  p rob lem  la y  th e  m isc o n c e p tio n  o f  E n g lish  a s  a

" s u b je c t"  in  th e  n o rm a lly  a c c e p te d  sen se  o f  th e  word:

Few p e o p le  s to p p e d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  r e a l  n a tu re  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  o r  
came n e a r  to  d is c o v e r in g  t h a t  m ost p a ra d o x ic a l  o f  a l l  E n g l is h  
f a c t s ,  nam ely t h a t  i t  i s  n o t r e a l l y  a  " s u b je c t"  in  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  sen se  a t  a l l .  P e rh ap s  t h i s  " c o n te n t"  myth i s  th e  
f a l l a c y  b eh in d  a l l  th e  o th e r s ,  t h a t  E n g lis h , l i k e  c e r t a i n  o th e r  
s u b je c t s ,  i s  l i t t l e  more th a n  a body o f  f a c t u a l  know ledge to  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from  te a c h e r  to  p u p i l  . . .  and le n d in g  i t s e l f  
n a t u r a l l y  to  e x a m in a tio n s . (S h a y e r , 1972, p . 19)

The seco n d , and  more s e r io u s ,  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  e x am in a tio n s  a re  m ost

e f f i c i e n t  a t  a s s e s s in g  th e  k in d  o f  f a c t u a l  m a te r ia l  on w hich exam iners  can

r e a d i ly  a g re e  and w hich can be m arked w ith  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y .

As W hitehead (1965 ) o b s e rv e d ,th e  e x a m in a t io n 's  q u e s t f o r  r e l i a b i l i t y :

. . .  i s  a c h ie v e d  by  c o n c e n tra t in g  on th o s e  ta s k s  w hich exam iners 
can  a g re e  ab o u t among th e m se lv e s  and can mark w ith  s e l f -  
c o n s is te n c y  . . .  " F a c ts "  a re  what makes s ta n d a r d is in g  p o s s ib le  . . .
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C o nsequen tly  memory f o r  f a c t s ,  even i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s ,  ta k e s  
on an ab su rd  im p o rta n c e . Many q u e s tio n s  a sk  f o r  n o th in g  e l s e  
t h i s  em phasis h as  a  p e c u l i a r l y  u n fo r tu n a te  d i s t o r t i n g  in f lu e n c e  
upon te a c h in g ;  i t  f o s t e r s  a  te n d e n c y  to  t r e a t  poem s, n o v e ls  and
p la y s  as  though  th e  v a lu a b le  th in g  abo u t them  were t h e i r
e x t r a c ta b l e  c o n te n t o f  e v e n t o r  argum ent -  som etim es w ith  th e
im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  remember q u i te  sm a ll d e t a i l s .  
Yet a f t e r  a l l  t h e  te rm  " f a c t s "  i s  a  m isnom er, s in c e  t h i s  i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  and n o t h i s t o r y ,  th e  f a c t s  w hich g a in  c r e d i t  from  
th e  exam iner a re  in  r e a l i t y  f i c t i o n s  t r e a t e d  o v e r - l i t e r a l l y .
What we o b se rv e  in  such  an ex am in a tio n  i s  in d e ed  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  
a  un iq u e  c l a s s  o f  m a rk -g a in in g  item s w hich we m ight c a l l  
(bo rrow ing  a  co in ag e  from  James Jo y ce) f i c t s .  ( p p .275 and 279)

T hus, th e  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n  aped  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  o th e r  s u b je c t s  by

r e ly in g  on " f i c t s "  and a l th o u g h  t h i s  gave i t  a  sem blance o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  i t

a l s o  made i t  th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  what l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h e r s  v a lu e d : " . . .  th e s e

frag m e n ts  o f  know ledge and s k i l l  w hich a re  common to  th o u san d s  a re  n o t what

we a s  E n g lis h  te a c h e r s  v a lu e  m o st; we v a lu e  r a t h e r  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f

o b s e r v a t io n ,  im a g in a t io n , p e r c e p t io n  and judgem ent w hich a re  in d iv id u a l"

(W hitehead , 1965, p . 2 7 5 ). T h is  was compounded by th e  m isc o n c e p tio n  o f

E n g lis h  a s  a  s u b je c t  in  th e  n o rm a lly  a c c e p te d  sen se  o f  th e  word and

to g e th e r  th e y  encou rag ed  th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a f a c t u a l

d i s c i p l i n e .

5. THE BACKWASH EFFECT ON TEACHING

The p ro b lem , a s  W hitehead (196 5 ) o b se rv e d , i s  t h a t ,  " . . .  E n g lish

te a c h e r s  v a lu e  . . .  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  o b s e rv a t io n ,  im a g in a t io n , p e r c e p t io n  and

judgem ent w hich a re  in d iv id u a l"  (p .2 7 5 ) .  These h ig h ly  s u b je c t iv e  q u a l i t i e s

a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s  and t h i s  c r e a te d  a  d i s ju n c t io n  betw een th e  i d e a l s  o f

th e  te a c h e r s  and th e  demands o f  th e  ex a m in a tio n . T h is p o in t  was u n d e r l in e d

by a  c o rre sp o n d e n t in  th e  Times E d u c a tio n a l S upp lem en t:

. . .  " th e  re a d in g  o f  a poem in  c l a s s  m ust n o t be aimed a t  im p a rtin g  
in fo rm a tio n  -  w h e th er f a c t u a l  o r  n a r r a t i v e  -  i t  m ust be an 
e x p e r ie n c e ,  an a c t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  p o e try "  . . .  t h i s  i s  what makes 
th e  p o e try  le s s o n  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  k in d  o f  le s s o n  
t h a t  i s  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  f a c t s  o r  te c h n iq u e s  . . .  
w h ile  in fo rm a tio n  o r te c h n iq u e s  can v e ry  e a s i l y  be t e s t e d ,  i t  i s  
e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e s t  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  an a r t i s t i c  
e x p e r ie n c e , e s p e c i a l l y  a t  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  im m ature l e v e l .

(March l 8 t h  1960 , p . 553)
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The assu m p tio n  t h a t  som eth ing  a s  id io s y n c r a t i c  a s  re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e

c o u ld  be m easured  w ith  any m eaning o r  a c c u ra c y  by such  a  b lu n t  in s tru m e n t

as  th e  mass ex am in a tio n  was in c r e a s in g ly  q u e s tio n e d : " . . .  a l l  p a s t

e x p e r ie n c e  su g g e s ts  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  deep and in h e re n t  in c o m p a t ib i l i ty

betw een  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a s  we know them  and th e  e s s e n t i a l  aim s o f

good E n g lis h  te a c h in g "  (W hitehead , 1966 , p . 2 3 3 ).

Even th e  c o n d i t io n s  u nder w hich ex am in a tio n s  a re  con d u c ted  w ere seen

as  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  re sp o n d in g  to  l i t e r a t u r e :

Suppose a  te a c h e r  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  s tu d e n ts  when w r i t in g  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c a l  e s s a y s :

(a ) n ev e r to  have th e  t e x t  by them ;
(b) n e v e r to  c o n s id e r  th e  to p ic  b e fo re h a n d ;
(c )  n e v e r to  spend more th a n  o r  60 m in u tes  o v e r a l l .

I t  w ould seem a  v e ry  po o r m ethod o f  e l i c i t i n g  a  l i t e r a r y  re s p o n s e . 
. . .  I t  i s  c o n s t r a i n t s  such  a s  th e s e  t h a t  in e v i t a b ly  red u ce  th e  
v a lu e  o f  th e  e v id en ce  c o l l e c t e d  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  E n g lish  
ex am in a tio n  p a p e r s .  (D ixon, 1977, p p .5 -6 )

That w hich made th e  ex am in a tio n  f a i r  and o b je c t iv e  was p e rc e iv e d  a s  

im posing  a b s u rd ly  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  on th e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

However much te a c h e r s  o b je c te d  to  th e  ap p roach  ta k e n  by th e  exam ina

t i o n s ,  t h e i r  backw ash e f f e c t s  w ere so p o w erfu l t h a t  te a c h in g  in v a r i a b ly  was 

in f lu e n c e d .  In d e e d , i t  was c la im ed  t h a t  even when an ex am in a tio n  s y lla b u s  

r e f l e c t e d  a  t e a c h e r ’ s a im s, th e  backw ash e f f e c t  p e r s i s t e d :  .

. . . .  even when in  th e  main th e  ex am in a tio n  r e f l e c t s  what you want
to  te a c h ,  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  th e  c la im s o f  th e  ex am in a tio n
w i l l  somewhere re d u c e  what you w ant to  te a c h ,  and would l i k e  to  
e x p lo re  in  d e p th , to  what i s  r e le v a n t  to  th e  ex am in a tio n  . . .  any 
e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n , however c a r e f u l ly  co n ce iv ed  . . .  m ust some
w here in t r u d e  upon th e s e  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  and damage th e  
p e r s o n a l  app ro ach  to  th e  s u b je c t  in  th e  c la ss ro o m .

(C la rk e , 1970, p . 24)

NATE (196 6 ) a g re e d :

I f  . . .  th e  ex am in a tio n  comes from  o u ts id e  th e  sch o o l and l a r g e ly  
d e c id e s  f o r  th e  te a c h e r  what he w i l l  te a c h  . . .  th e n  th e r e  a r e  c l e a r  
d an g ers  . . .  no s y l la b u s  can p o s s ib ly  s a t i s f y  anyone save th e  man 
o r  woman whose c r e a t io n  i t  i s  . . .  An e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  
in e v i t a b ly  in te r p o s e s  i t s e l f  t o  some d eg ree  betw een  th e  te a c h e r  
and h i s  c l a s s .  At th e  b e s t ,  th e r e  m ust be com prom ises ; th e r e  
m ust be c h o ic e s  by th e  exam iner w hich canno t command th e  f u l l  
a s s e n t  o f  th e  t e a c h e r .  ( p . 35)

The prob lem  was e x a c e rb a te d  by GCE’ s f a i l u r e  to  a s s im i la t e  developm ents in
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th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  E n g lis h .  W hile th e  concep t o f  E n g lish  had ev o lv ed

r a p id ly  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  (se e  S h ay er, 1 9 7 2 ), ex am in a tio n s

had become s te re o ty p e d  and l a r g e ly  u n re sp o n s iv e  to  chang ing  n eed s :

. . .  th e  s y l la b u s  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  developm ents in  t a s t e ,  c r i t i c a l  
o p in io n  and te a c h in g  m ethod . . .  A g la n c e  a t  r e c e n t  s y l la b u s e s  
does n o t su g g e s t t h a t  th e s e  developm ents a re  alw ays ta k e n  in to  
a c c o u n t. In d e e d , th e r e  i s  o f te n  a  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  betw een 
th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  ex am in a tio n  and th e  p a p e rs  o f  10 o r  
even 20 y e a rs  ag o , b e fo re  th e  GCE came in to  e x is te n c e .

(C o rre sp o n d e n t, TES, I9 6 0 , p . 553)

6 . SEPARATE CERTIFICATION

A nother so u rce  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  GCE was i t s  m ethod o f  aw ard ing

s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e .  Here to o ,  GCE had

f a i l e d  to  keep  pace  w ith  developm ents in  th e  f i e l d  o f  E n g lis h . At th e

b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  " E n g lish  te a c h in g  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  . . .  was in  a

somewhat s o r r y  p l i g h t "  ( S h a y e r, 1972, p . 2) and l i t e r a t u r e  was e s p e c i a l l y

l i a b l e  to  be n e g le c te d .  Most E n g lis h  te a c h in g  to o k  th e  form  o f  lan g u ag e

work w ith  a  heavy g ram m atica l b i a s .  Howbver, t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  th e r e  has been

immense grow th  in  th e  s t a t u r e  o f  E n g lish  an d , more e s p e c i a l l y ,  in  th e  r o le

and s t a t u s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n s te a d  o f  r e g a rd in g  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  as

s e p a ra te  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p r o g re s s iv e  e d u c a t io n i s t s  in c r e a s in g ly  saw E n g lish  as

a u n i f i e d  w hole w ith  l i t e r a t u r e  p la y in g  a  c e n t r a l  p a r t :

. . .  a  j u s t l y  co n ce iv ed  E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  . . .  does n o t ( le a v e )  
l i t e r a t u r e  o u t o f  a c c o u n t, b u t i n s i s t s ,  r a t h e r ,  on g iv in g  i t  • 
w ith in  o u r co n cep t o f  " E n g lish "  th e  c e n t r a l  p la c e  w hich r i g h t l y  
b e lo n g s  t o  i t  a s  th e  k e y s to n e  w hich h o ld s  th e  a rc h  to g e th e r .

(W hitehead , 1965, p . 276)

However, GCE p e r s i s t e d  in  aw ard ing  s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  lan g u ag e  and

l i t e r a t u r e .  T h is  had a tw o fo ld  backw ash e f f e c t  on te a c h in g .  F i r s t l y ,  i t

underm ined th e  a t te m p t to  t r e a t  E n g lis h  a s  a u n i f i e d  w hole:

We have f a i l e d  to  c a r r y  o v e r in to  . . .  ex am in a tio n s  th e  u n i f i e d  
c o n c e p tio n  o f  E n g lis h  w hich nowadays u n d e r l ie s  our b e s t  te a c h in g  
o f  i t ;  in s te a d  we a llo w  e x am in a tio n s  to  segm ent t h i s  u n i ty .

(W hitehead , 1965, p .2 7 5 )

S econd ly , and p e rh ap s  more s e r io u s ly ,  s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  d ev a lu ed



162

l i t e r a t u r e .  S e p a ra te  and s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  im ply d i f f e r e n t  v a lu a t io n s

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w ith  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a c t iv e l y  r e in f o r c in g  th e

t r a d i t i o n a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  by f a c i l i t a t i n g  i t s  n e g le c t :

. . .  l i t e r a t u r e  p a p e rs  a r e  ta k e n  by o n ly  a f r a c t i o n  o f  th e  
lan g u ag e  c a n d id a te s  . . .  I t  i s  th u s  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  v a s t  
m a jo r i ty  o f  c a n d id a te s  in  E n g lish  to  spend a  y e a r  w ith o u t any 
l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h in g  a t  a l l .  T h is  i s  th e  prob lem  on w hich to  
c o n c e n tr a te .  (NATE, 1966, p . 43)

Demands f o r  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a r t e d  to  m ount. For in s ta n c e ,  th e

E ig h th  R eport o f  th e  SSEC (1964) a rg u ed  t h a t :

The m ain d e f e c t  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e  i s  t h a t  i t  p ro v id e s  a 
lan g u ag e  e x am in a tio n  l a r g e l y  s e p a ra te d  from  l i t e r a t u r e .  We 
b e l ie v e  t h a t  ( t h i s  im p lie s )  . . .  a m is le a d in g , u n n e c e ssa ry  and , 
a t  t h i s  l e v e l ,  u n d e s ir a b le  d iv i s io n ,  ( p . 20)

NATE (1 966 ) a g re e d : " E n g lish  i s  one s u b je c t  n o t two . . .  we w ould p la c e  

h ig h  on th e  l i s t  o f  o u r o b je c t iv e s  th e  end ing  o f  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  

d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e "  ( p p .9 and 5 6 ) .  D e sp ite  th e s e  

dem ands, th e  " l a n g - l i t "  d iv i s io n  p e r s i s t e d ,  d e m o n s tra tin g  GCE’ s i n f l e x i 

b i l i t y  and r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change.

7. 0-LEVEL : A DISINCENTIVE TO WIDE READING

The p r e v a i l in g  p h ilo so p h y  o f  E n g lish  em phasized  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  

w ide r e a d in g .  S co res  o f  r e a d in g  schemes w hich w ere c la im e d  t o  prom ote t h i s  

end w ere p r in t e d  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  and NATE (1966 ) p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  

e x am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  su p p o rt t h i s  aim : " . . .  s y l la b u s e s  sh o u ld  encou rage  

wide re a d in g  . . .  p u p i l s ’ r e a d in g  sh o u ld  n o t be l im i t e d  to  a  sm a ll number o f  

s e t  books" ( p . 9 ) .

As an inducem ent to  w ide r e a d in g ,  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l 0 -L e v e l s y l la b u s  

f a i l e d  m is e ra b ly . I t  was p r im a r i ly  a  " s e t  book" ex am in a tio n  in  w hich 

te a c h e r s  s e l e c t e d ,  from  a l i s t  o f  p r e s c r ib e d  t e x t s ,  a  sm a ll number o f  books 

( u s u a l ly  th r e e )  f o r  in te n s iv e  s tu d y . T each ers  r a r e l y  co v ered  more th a n  th e  

minimum re q u ire m e n t;  in d e e d , one o f  th e  best-know n backw ash e f f e c t s  o f  

e x a m in a tio n s  i s  t h a t  th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  te n d s  to  become synonymous w ith
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t h e  exam in ing  s y l la b u s  d is c o u ra g in g  te a c h e r s  from  v e n tu r in g  o u ts id e  th e  

e x a m in a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts .  As Kennedy (1957) o b se rv ed : " . . .  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a ry  to  c o n s id e r  th e  minimum p r a c t i c a l  re q u ire m e n ts  . . .  f o r  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  m ost s c h o o ls  c o n f in e  th e m se lv e s  to  th e  minimum" ( p . 92) .

T h is  was e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  q u e s tio n s  s e t  a t  0 -L e v e l w hich demanded 

t h a t  c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld  know th e  p r e s c r ib e d  t e x t s  in  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  T his 

p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  m in u tia e  d isc o u ra g e d  te a c h e r s  from ra n g in g  o u ts id e  th e  

s e t  t e x t s  l e s t  t h e i r  c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld  co n fu se  d e t a i l s  from  one t e x t  w ith  

th o s e  from  a n o th e r .  The t e a c h e r ’ s dilemma was t h a t  i f  he fo llo w e d  th e  

recom m endations f o r  e x te n s iv e  r e a d in g ,  he r i s k e d  je o p a r d is in g  h i s  p u p i l s ’ 

chances  o f  su c c e ss  in  th e  e x a m in a tio n . In  th e  e v e n t ,  m ost succumbed to  th e  

p o w erfu l backw ash e f f e c t  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  and c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  

m in u tia e  th e y  knew i t  w ould rew ard . As W hitehead (1965) o b se rv ed : " . . .  so 

im p o r ta n t a t  a l l  s ta g e s  i s  w ide re a d in g  -  and so sh a m e fu lly  i s  i t  

d is c o u ra g e d  by th e  E n g lish  ex a m in a tio n s"  ( p . 283) .  M oreover, th e  GCE 

B oards p e r s i s t e d  in  th e s e  narrow  re q u ire m e n ts  from  decade to  d eca d e . Thus, 

in  1957 Kennedy fo u n d , " . . .  a  d i s c e r n ib le  ’norm ’ . F iv e  o f  th e  b o a rd s  

r e q u i r e  a  minimum o f  th r e e  books and th r e e  r e q u i r e  fo u r  w h ile  one i n s i s t s  

on o n ly  two books" ( p . 92 ) .  The p o s i t i o n  was v i r t u a l l y  unchanged by th e  

mid ’ 6 0 ’ s a s  th e  su rv ey  u n d e rta k e n  by th e  Birmingham NATE (1966) re v e a le d :  

"O ften  th e  ’t h r e e  o r  fo u r  b o o k s ’ demanded show an a s to n i s h in g ly  narrow  

ran g e  o f  c h o ic e  b o th  from  y e a r  to  y e a r  and from  Board to  Board" ( p . 3) .  

P erh ap s th e  m ost damning a s p e c t  o f  th e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  i s  t h a t  th e y  w ere b e in g  

r e p l i c a t e d  from  decade to  decade d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  th e  

b o a rd s  and t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  re sp o n d  e i t h e r  to  needs in s id e  th e  s c h o o ls  o r  

to  c r i t i c i s m .

8. THE INAPPROPRIATENESS OF THE PRESCRIBED TEXTS

Many e d u c a t io n i s t s  w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  t e x t s  

w hich th e  b o a rd s  deemed s u i t a b l e  f o r  c lo s e  s tu d y . Here a g a in  th e  exam ina-
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t i o n s  w ere in  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  p r e v a i l in g  E n g lish  e th o s .  The 

work o f  p s y c h o lo g is t s  had su g g e s te d  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  le a r n in g  o n ly  ta k e s  

p la c e  when a  p u p i l ’ s i n t e r e s t  i s  engaged and t h i s  had  in f lu e n c e d  th in k in g  

ab o u t E n g lis h . Thus, NATE (1965 ) u rg ed  t h a t  an E n g lis h  e x a m in a tio n ,

" . . .  sh o u ld  be ju d g ed  by i t s  a b i l i t y  to  encou rage  in  th e  c a n d id a te  an 

a c t iv e  r e s p o n s e ,  a  sen se  o f  invo lvem en t in  th e  work to  be done" ( p . 2 ) .  

However, many o f  th e  t e x t s  s e t  a t  0 -L e v e l w ere f e l t  t o  be  rem ote from  th e  

i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e  av e ra g e  s ix te e n - y e a r  o ld  and th e  r e l i a n c e  

on t r a d i t i o n a l  " c l a s s i c s "  m eant t h a t  th e . id iom  and p e r io d  o f  th e  t e x t s  

p ro v id e d  an a d d i t io n a l  b a r r i e r  to  in v o lv em en t. T hus, th e  Birmingham 

NATE (1 9 6 6 ) d e s c r ib e d  th e  c h o ic e  o f  s e t  books a s ,  " . . .  an u rg e n t m a tte r  

th e  same t e x t s ,  o f te n  t o t a l l y  u n s u i t a b le ,  r e c u r  w ith  m onotonous 

r e g u l a r i t y "  ( p . 3 ) .  The SSEC (1964) c o n c u rre d  t h a t :  " . . .  p u p i l s  have 

f r e q u e n t ly  been  p u t o f f  l i t e r a t u r e  by b e in g  made to  s tu d y  works b a r r e n ly  

t r e a t e d  and beyond t h e i r  ran g e  o f  i n t e r e s t  and c a p a c i ty "  ( p . 20) .  An 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w hat t h i s  c o u ld  mean in  th e  c la ssro o m  was p ro v id e d  by 

N o rr is  (1 9 6 2 ):

Why sh o u ld  S h a k e s p e a re 's  be th e  o n ly  drama t h a t  0 -L ev e l s tu d e n ts  
a r e  a llo w ed  t o  re a d ?  A gain , why sh o u ld  th e  c h o ic e  o f  n o v e l be 
so l im ite d ?  I f  one c o n s id e r s  t h a t  Jan e  A usten  i s  n o t q u i te  th e  
m ost a p p e a lin g  m a te r ia l  f o r  c a n d id a te s  o f  15 ~ I 6 y e a rs  o ld ,  who 
l i v e  in  m id - tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  E ng land , one may v e ry  
l i k e l y  be l e f t  w ith  T ro llo p e  . . .  (b u t)  i t  i s  th e  p o e try  w hich i s  
l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Who can  th in k  M ilto n ’ s Minor Poems s u i t a b le  
f o r  an 0 -L ev e l c a n d id a te ?  ( p . 9 6 )

A g ain , th e  p rob lem  was one o f  lo n g - s ta n d in g  w ith  th e  ran g e  o f  t e x t s  v a ry in g

l i t t l e  from  b o a rd  t o  b o a rd  and from  y e a r  to  y e a r .

The prob lem  was compounded by a  la c k  o f  c o m p a ra b il i ty  betw een  th e

d i f f e r e n t  t e x t s  p r e s c r ib e d  a t  0 -L e v e l. C r i t i c s  com plained  f r e q u e n t ly  abou t

th e  uneven s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  s e t  books :

What i s  d e p re s s in g  . . .  a s  one lo o k s  th ro u g h  th e  l i s t s  i s  th e  
u n c e r t a in ty  o f  t a s t e  and d is c r im in a t io n  shown. Some books a re  
w e ll  o u ts id e  th e  ran g e  o f  th e  s ix te e n  y e a r  o ld  . . .  o th e r s  may be 
m anageable b u t a re  c e r t a i n l y  o f  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  . . .  y e t  o th e rs  
may have l i t t l e  d i s c e r n i b le  l i t e r a r y  m e r i t .  (NATE, 1966, p . 36)
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W hitehead  (1965 ) was a l s o  s t r u c k  by t h i s  la c k  o f  p a r i t y :

On th e  one hand th e r e  a re  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c l a s s i c s  . . . .
(and  a lth o u g h  th e s e )  a re  s e r io u s  and complex enough to  re p a y  
c lo s e  s tu d y  . . .  th e  q u a l i t i e s  we v a lu e  in  them  a re  to  th e  
s ix te e n  y e a r  o ld  b o th  a d u l t  and d i f f i c u l t  . . .  In  th e  second 
c a te g o ry  o f  s e t  book , on th e  o th e r  han d , we f in d  r e c e n t  o r  
con tem porary  f i c t i o n  o r  au to b io g ra p h y  . . . a t  b e s t  th e y  a re  w orthy  
b u t s l i g h t l y  s e c o n d - r a te ,  a t  w o rst th e y  h a rd ly  amount to  more 
th a n  e f f e c t i v e  jo u rn a l is m . (p p .2 8 0 -2 8 l)

Once a g a in ,  th e  same c r i t i c i s m s  w ere b e in g  r e p l i c a t e d  from  decade to

d ecad e . T hus, in  1957 , Kennedy a rg u ed  th e  need  f o r :

. . .  g r e a t e r  u n ifo rm ity  in  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  "O" l e v e l  
l i t e r a t u r e .  I  have c o n s id e re d  o n ly  th e  ’ s tan d ard *  p a p e rs  
b u t some o f  th e  ( a l t e r n a t i v e  p a p e rs )  co u ld  w e ll  be m is tak en  fo r  
"A" l e v e l  s y l la b u s e s .  C onsequen tly  an "O" in  l i t e r a t u r e  on a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  can mean a lm o st a n y th in g  from  u n c r i t i c a l  a b s o rp tio n  
o f  th r e e  m ed iocre  books t o  a  c o n s id e ra b le  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  
many a s p e c ts  o f  f iv e  hundred  y e a rs  o f  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  ( p . 93)

A decade l a t e r  th e  s i t u a t i o n  had  n o t changed:

One th in g  t h a t  im m ed ia te ly  em erges from  t h i s  su rv ey  i s  th e  wide 
ran g e  o f  know ledge and e x p e r t i s e  demanded in  what i s  su p p o sed ly  
a  s ta n d a rd  n a t io n a l  ex a m in a tio n . Thus th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  
re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  th e  Cambridge L ocal and th e  S o u th ern  U n iv e r s i t i e s  
JMB P ap er B i s  so w ide ra n g in g  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  see  in  what 
way a p a s s  in  th e s e  two s e p a ra te  e x am in a tio n s  can be e q u a te d  . . .  
t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  scope and d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  e x i s t s  betw een th e  
B oards (m akes) any s ta n d a r d iz a t io n  o f  a  n a t io n a l  ex am in a tio n  
s u r e ly  im p o s s ib le .  (Birmingham NATE, 1967, p p .6 and hO)

9. ENJOYMENT OF READING

E n g lis h  s p e c i a l i s t s  w ere co n ce rn ed  t h a t  re a d in g  sh o u ld  b e ,  f i r s t  and

fo re m o s t, a  p le a s u r a b le  a c t i v i t y  : " . . .  e v e ry  c h i ld  sh o u ld  be made aw are o f

th e  e x i s te n c e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  as  a  so u rce  o f  en jo y m en t" , u rg ed  th e  SSEC

(1964 , p . 2 0 ) .  NATE (1966 ) ag re e d :

We want o u r p u p i l s  to  e n jo y  re a d in g  good b o o k s , p la y s  and poems . 
and to  a t t a i n  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  p e r c e p t io n ,  d is c r im in a t io n  and 
s e n s i t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  th a t  we hope w i l l  le a d  t o  an en d u rin g  lo v e  
o f  good l i t e r a t u r e .  ( p . 35)

These recom m endations w ere made a t  a  tim e  when th e  s e t  book " g r in d "  was

v i r t u a l l y  g u a ra n te e d  to  e l im in a te  any g r a t i f i c a t i o n  w hich m ight be d e r iv e d

from  re a d in g :

. . .  th e  m ost p o w erfu l argum ent f o r  change i s  th e  sad  r e s u l t  o f  
o u r "0" l e v e l  l i t e r a t u r e  co u rse  : t h a t  in  a t te m p tin g  to  t h r u s t
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some h e r i t a g e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on our p u p i l s  h a s t i l y  and p e r f o r c e ,  
b e fo re  (a s  we th in k )  i t  i s  to o  l a t e ,  we in  m ost c a se s  e n su re  
t h a t  ou r exam inab le r a t i o n  i s  a l l  o u r p u p i l s  e v e r  c a re  to  
t a s t e .  What a  p i t y  we do n o t remember t h a t  in  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  
l e a s t  ou r com pulsory  s c h o o lin g  can o n ly  be (and  sh o u ld  o n ly  be) 
a  te m p tin g  s t a r t  to  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  s e l f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

( N o r r is ,  1962, p . 97)

Thompson (1966) a g re e d , a rg u in g  t h a t ,  " L i t e r a tu r e  i s  f o r  p le a s u r e .  That in  

o u r sc h o o l c o n te x t w e 'v e  te n d e d  to  f o r g e t  b eca u se  o f  ex am in a tio n s  and th e  

g rim  a tm osphere  th e y  engender " ( p . 4 ) .

The c o n v e n tio n a l q u e s tio n  fo rm at c o n t r ib u te d  t o  t h i s  s t u l t i f y i n g

e f f e c t  on en joym en t. The q u e s tio n s  had become s te re o ty p e d  and t h i s

en co u rag ed  cram m ing, r o t e - l e a r n in g  and th e  m in d le ss  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  o f

seco n d -h an d  o p in io n s :

The t r o u b le  l i e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  in  th e  q u e s t io n s .  F ar to o  many o f  
th e s e  q u e s tio n s  a re  s e t  to  a fo rm u la  w hich p e rm its  th e  r e g u r g i t a 
t i o n  o f  p re p a re d  answ ers . . .  C h ie f exam iners a re  aw are t h a t  . . .  
c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld  be en cou raged  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  re s p o n se  t o  th e  
book exam ined; o n ly  to o  o f te n  t h i s  le a d s  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  
re p ro d u c t io n  o f  seco n d -h an d  o p in io n s  g iv e n  to  th e  c a n d id a te s  by 
t e a c h e r s .  (NATE, 1966, p p .36, 37 and 40)

Thus, th e  c o n v e n tio n a l q u e s tio n  fo rm at " . . .  s e t  a  premium on h y p o c r isy  and

enco u rag e  p u p i l s  to  r e p e a t  m e c h a n ic a lly  sind w ith o u t r e f l e c t i o n  o th e r

p e o p le ’s judgem en ts"  (W hitehead , 1965, p . 282) .  Once a g a in  th e  f ix e d

n a tu re  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s  was a t  th e  ro o t  o f  th e  p rob lem . The " . . .  h ig h ly

c o n s e rv a t iv e  t r e n d  in  exam ining  from  y e a r  to  y e a r"  (Birmingham NATE, 1966,

p . 5 ) ,  e n a b le d  te a c h e r s  to  become s k i l l e d  in  q u e s t io n - s p o t t in g  and t h i s

encou rag ed  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  second-hand  o p in io n s  and p re p a re d  re s p o n s e s .

C le a r ly ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l exam ining  te c h n iq u e s  was

w id esp read  and i t  le d  to  a s e a rc h  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  form s o f  a s se s sm e n t.

10. ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF EXAMINING

S in ce  th e  s e t  book was th e  b u t t  o f  so much o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  0 -L e v e l, 

i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  some c r i t i c s  re g a rd e d  escap e  from  th e  s e t  book 

reg im e as  th e  m ost p ro m is in g  way fo rw a rd . T his l e d  to  ex p erim en ts  w ith  

g e n e ra l  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n s  in  w hich p r e s c r ip t i o n  was r e p la c e d  by  a
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recommended re a d in g  l i s t .  The e l im in a t io n  o f  p r e s c r ip t i o n  seemed an 

obv ious s te p  to  t a k e -  i t  p ro v id e d  th e  freedom  f o r  te a c h e r s  to  s e le c t  

m a te r ia ls  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  own en th u sia sm s  and th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  

p u p i l s  and to  te a c h  t e x t s  in  w h ich ev er way seemed m ost a p p r o p r ia te .  

F u rth e rm o re , s in c e  q u e s tio n s  b ased  on g e n e ra l  c o u rse s  o f  r e a d in g  w ere 

n e c e s s a r i ly  open -ended  and n o n - s p e c i f i c ,  t h i s  p re c lu d e d  a p re o c c u p a tio n  

w ith  m in u tia e .  In  th e o ry ,  t h i s  ap p ro ach  o f f e r e d  an a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

to  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ex a m in a tio n . However, even b e fo re  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  

CSE, doub ts w ere b e in g  e x p re s se d  ab o u t th e  wisdom o f  t h i s  ap p ro ach .

As an ap p ro ach  to  te a c h in g ,  th e  g e n e ra l  s y l la b u s  p o s se s se d  some m e r i t

b u t as  a  te c h n iq u e  o f  exam ining  i t  was i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  e l i c i t  a genu ine

re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e :

When no t e x t s  have been  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  s tu d y , i t  has been  
d i f f i c u l t  to  s e t  ex am in a tio n  q u e s tio n s  w hich a re  n o t so g e n e ra l  
as  to  be v ag u e , o r  so obv ious a s  to  be a n t i c ip a t e d  by th e  t e x t  
book and t e a c h e r ’ s n o te .  (E xam inations B u l l e t in  1 , 1963, p . 36)

The d i f f i c u l t y  p o sed  by t h i s  ty p e  o f  e x am in a tio n  was how to  d e s ig n  q u e s tio n s

w hich w ere g e n e ra l  enough to  a p p ly  to  a ran g e  o f  books an d , a t  th e  same

tim e , t e s t e d  th e  c a n d id a te s ' u n d e rs ta n d in g  in  d e p th . Most ex am in a tio n s

f a i l e d  to  do b o th . In  making th e  q u e s tio n s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  open to

accommodate a  ran g e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e x am in a tio n s  f r e q u e n t ly  f a i l e d  to  e l i c i t

d ep th  o f  re s p o n s e . Thus, th e  Birmingham NATE (1966) o b se rv ed : "We do

n o t welcome th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  g e n e ra l  q u e s tio n s  on l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  a s  a t

t h i s  l e v e l  th e s e  become so vague a s  to  be o f  l i t t l e  v a lu e "  ( p . 3 ) .  M oreover,

g e n e ra l l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n s  te n d e d  to  become s te re o ty p e d  and t h i s

encouraged  th e  k in d  o f  cramming f o r  w hich th e  se t-b o o k  ex am in a tio n  had been

so h e a v i ly  c r i t i c i s e d :  " I n e v i t a b ly  ’o p en ’ q u e s tio n s  soon become

s te re o ty p e d  and le a d  to  p re p a re d  answ ers"  (C la rk e , 1970, p p .2 2 -2 3 ).

S ince  th e  g e n e ra l  ex am in a tio n  p roved  to  be a  d is a p p o in t in g  a l t e r n a t i v e  

to  th e  s e t  book ap p ro a c h , some e d u c a t io n i s t s  came to  r e g a rd  th e  exam ining 

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a c h o ic e  betw een  e q u a l ly  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  a l t e r n a t i v e s :
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The u s u a l  o b je c t io n  to  s e t  books i s  t h a t  th e y  a re  r e s t r i c t i v e  
and encourage seco n d -h an d  o p in io n s .  To go t o  th e  o th e r  ex trem e . 
and s e t  p a p e rs  w ith  "open" q u e s tio n s  seems l i k e l y  to  i n v i t e  
d i s a s t e r .  (C la rk e , 1970, p . 22)

E x am in a tio n s  B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) saw th e  prob lem  in  s im i la r  te rm s :

When s e t  books have been  u sed  to  l i m i t  th e  a r e a  o f  th e  
ex am in a tio n  th e y  have narrow ed  th e  p u p i l s ’ e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e  and have le d  to  th e  p re p a re d  answ er . . .  When no 
t e x t s  have been  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  s tu d y , i t  has been  d i f f i c u l t  to  
s e t  ex am in a tio n  q u e s tio n s  w hich a re  n o t so g e n e ra l  a s  t o  be 
v ag u e , o r  so obv ious a s  to  be a n t i c ip a t e d  by th e  t e x t  book and 
t e a c h e r ’ s n o te .  ( p . 36)

In  f a c t .  B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) saw th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s  so in s u p e ra b le  t h a t

i t  recommended t h a t  th e  new e x am in a tio n  f o r  CSE, " . . .  sh o u ld  b e , in  th e

m ain , a  lan g u ag e  r a t h e r  th a n  a l i t e r a t u r e  p a p e r"  ( p . 36) .

A no ther form  o f  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n  in  u se  p r i o r  to  1965 was th e  

p a p e r  b a se d  on unseen  e x t r a c t s .  However, t h i s  mode o f  a sse ssm e n t a p p e a rs  

n e v e r  to  have been  u sed  as  th e  p r i n c i p a l  m ethod o f  a ssessm en t and  h as  

r e c e iv e d  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  l i t t l e  comment. T h is makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  form  a 

f irm  im p re s s io n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s i t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  was an 

a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  two more common m ethods o f  exam in ing . 

P ro v id in g  t h a t  n e i th e r  th e  p a ssa g e s  n o r th e  q u e s tio n s  became s te r e o ty p e d ,  

th e  unseen  o f f e r e d  th e  t e a c h e r  th e  same freedom  in  th e  c la ssro o m  a s  th e  

g e n e ra l  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n  w ith o u t e n t a i l i n g  some o f  i t s  w o rs t draw

b a c k s . W hile th e  g e n e ra l  l i t e r a t u r e  p a p e r  was found  to  be a poo r t e s t  o f  

u n d e r s ta n d in g , i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  easy  to  d e v ise  a p e n e t r a t in g  t e s t  o f  

i n s ig h t  b a se d  on a p a ssa g e  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  would have in  f r o n t  o f  him. 

I f  t h i s  m ethod c o u ld  a v o id  th e  s te r e o ty p in g  w hich i s  such  a s tro n g  f e a tu r e  

o f  e x t e r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  g e n e r a l ly ,  i t  was a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  e l im in a te  

some o f  th e  e v i l s  o f  th e  o th e r  form s o f  a s se s sm e n t: d i c t a t e d  n o te s ;  th e

r o t e - l e a r n in g  o f  seco n d -h an d  o p in io n s  and f a c t -g ru b b in g .  I t  w ould a l s o  

p la c e  a  p ro p e r  em phasis on th e  a b i l i t y  t o  re sp o n d  s e n s i t i v e l y  s in c e  th e  

b e s t  way o f  p re p a r in g  f o r  i t  was to  expose c a n d id a te s  to  a ran g e  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e .  The p r i n c i p a l  f e a r  e x p re s se d  by i t s  c r i t i c s  was t h a t  t h i s



169

m ethod w ould encou rage  a te n d e n c y  to  fragm en t l i t e r a t u r e  and t r e a t  i t  as 

" s n ip p e ts "  th u s  d e p r iv in g  p u p i l s  o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  f u l l - l e n g t h  works 

w hich made s u s ta in e d  demands on them . As f a r  a s  th e  w r i t e r  i s  aw are , th e  

unseen  e x t r a c t  has n e v e r been  u sed  a s  th e  p r i n c i p a l  m ethod o f  a ssessm en t 

and th e r e f o r e  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  draw back i s  o f f s e t  by u s in g  th e  unseen  

p a ssa g e  as  one elem en t in  th e  a sse ssm en t r a t h e r  th a n  th e  e n t i r e  a s se s sm e n t.

By 1965» none o f  th e  GCE B oards had managed to  d e v ise  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

e x am in a tio n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  making t h i s  a m ajo r c h a l le n g e  to  CSE w hich was 

e x p re s s ly  d e s ig n e d  to  prom ote in n o v a tio n  and to  im prove te c h n iq u e s  o f  

ex am in ing . Could CSE p ro v id e  an ex am in a tio n  w hich w ould a v o id  th e  back 

wash e f f e c t s  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n s  and a t  th e  same tim e  p ro v id e  an 

e f f e c t i v e  means o f  sam pling  re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e ?

11. THE SEARCH FOR A NEW STYLE OF EXAMINING

C le a r ly ,  th e  g o a l o f  p r o g re s s iv e  e d u c a t io n i s t s  was an E n g lish  

ex am in a tio n  w hich u n i f i e d  th e  s e p a ra te  com ponents o f  la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  

and o ra c y . T h e re fo re ,  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was th e  o n ly  approved  form  o f  

aw ard. M oreover, l i t e r a t u r e  was to  be e le v a te d  to  a p o s i t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  

im p o rtan ce  w ith in  t h i s  new co n cep t o f  E n g lis h . R eading was to  be u n d er

ta k e n  p r im a r i ly  f o r  p le a s u r e  w ith  p u p i l s  s tu d y in g  o n ly  th o s e  books w hich 

w ere r e le v a n t  to  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r ie n c e s  and w hich co u ld  

c o n t r ib u te  to  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and e m o tio n a l g row th . They were t o  be 

en co u rag ed  to  r e a d  w id e ly  and th e  e x i s t in g  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  f a c t u a l  

m in u tia e  and th e  m in d le ss  a b s o rp t io n  o f  second-hand  o p in io n s  was t o  be 

eschew ed in  fa v o u r o f  an h o n e s t re s p o n s e .

S in ce  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  had p roved  to  be so p r o b le m a t ic a l ,

th e r e  was a g e n e ra l  consensus t h a t  th e  s o lu t io n  ought to  be sought in  some

form  o f  s c h o o l-b a s e d  a s se s sm e n t:

. . .  a l l  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  su g g e s ts  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a deep and 
in h e re n t  in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  betw een e x te rn a l ,  ex am in a tio n s  a s  we
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know them  and th e  e s s e n t i a l  aim s o f  good E n g lish  te a c h in g  . . .
For E n g lis h  th e  o n ly  r e a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  mode o f  exam ining  i s  
a  system  o f  i n t e r n a l  e x am in a tio n s  w ith  e x te r n a l  m o d e ra tio n .

(W hitehead , 1966, p . 233)

NATE ( 1966 ) a g re e d  airguing t h a t ,  " . . .  a s  soon a s  th e  exam ining  i s  ta k e n  

o u t o f  th e  hands o f  th e  t e a c h e r ,  s e r io u s  prob lem s a r i s e "  ( p . 3 ) .  The 

co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t o f  c o u rse  work was th e  form  o f  s c h o o l-b a se d  a s s e s s 

ment w hich a p p e a le d  m ost to  E n g lish  s p e c i a l i s t s .  They re g a rd e d  re sp o n se  to  

l i t e r a t u r e  a s  th e  k in d  o f  " t r a n s i t o r y  a c t i v i t y "  ( p . 22) w hich E xam inations 

B u l l e t i n  1 (1963 ) had recommended sh o u ld  be exam ined by  c o u rse  w ork. Thus, 

Dixon (1965 ) a rg u ed  t h a t :

W herever p o s s i b l e ,  norm al sc h o o l work sh o u ld  form  p a r t  o f  th e  
a sse ssm en t p a r t i c u l a r l y  when th e  s tim u lu s  to  sp eak in g  and 
w r i t in g  i s  o f  a  k in d  t h a t  can n o t c o n v e n ie n tly  be u sed  in  an 
e x am in a tio n  -  a s ,  f o r  exam ple, when a  c l a s s  re a d s  to g e th e r  a  p la y  
o r  a  n o v e l ,  and d is c u s s  i t ,  w ith  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  s t i l l  f r e s h ,  ( p . 2 )

The prob lem  w ith  e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s , he a rg u e d , was th e  need  t o :

. . .  f in d  ways o f  re a c h in g  and r e c a l l i n g  th e  l i v i n g  re sp o n se  to
th e  t e x t  . . .  th e  l i v i n g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  books h as  become . . .  dim
and t a r n i s h e d  . . .  (and  th e  exam iner m ust) e l i c i t  from  
c a n d id a te s  a onee-warm r e s p o n s e ,  now dorm ant o r  c o ld .  ( p p .21 and  24)

C ontinuous a sse ssm en t was welcomed a s  a  b re a k th ro u g h  in  th e  q u e s t f o r  

more e f f e c t i v e  te c h n iq u e s  o f  e v a lu a t in g  l i t e r a t u r e  b eca u se  i t  c a p tu re d  th e  

im m ediate re sp o n se  and in c o rp o ra te d  t h i s  in to  th e  f i n a l  a sse ssm en t r a th e r  

th a n  r e q u i r in g  th e  c a n d id a te  to  r e p l i c a t e  i t  f o r  an  ex am in a tio n  when th e  

f r e s h n e s s  and im mediacy o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  re sp o n se  had been  l o s t .  Some 

e d u c a t io n i s t s  w ould deny t h a t  th e  spo n tan eo u s re sp o n se  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  th e  

b e s t  re s p o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  r e tu r n in g  to  

a  book and r e f l e c t i n g  upon i t  can deepen and enhance th e  e x p e r ie n c e .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  em phasis on s p o n ta n e i ty  was p e rh ap s  o f  s p e c ia l  v a lu e  f o r

p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  many o f  whom f in d  a b s t r a c t io n  and r e p e a te d  

r e f l e c t i o n  d i f f i c u l t .  Thus, one o f  th e  m ost a t t r a c t i v e  f e a tu r e s  o f  

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was i t s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  te a c h in g  and  

exam in ing . In d eed , one o f  th e  g r e a t  hopes f o r  th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  

g e n e r a l ly  was t h a t  i t  m igh t b r id g e  th e  g u l f  w hich e x i s t e d  betw een te a c h in g
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a n d 'e x a m in in g . T hus, th e  SSEC (1963) e x p re s se d  i t s  hope th a t  th e  new 

b o a rd s  w ould , " . . .  move to w ard s an i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  r o le s  o f  te a c h e r  

and exam iner" ( p .2 6 ) .

C ontinuous a sse ssm en t was a l s o  re g a rd e d  a s  com plem entary to  th e  s tu d y

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b eca u se  i t  av o id ed  im posing  th e  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f

e x t e r n a l  a sse ssm e n t o n to  re s p o n s e :

I d e a l l y ,  t h i s  work o f  s tu d ie s  re sp o n se  i s  b e s t  done in  th e  
c la ss ro o m . How can  anyone w r i te  s a t i s f a c t o r y  answ ers w ith in  
ex am in a tio n  tim e  l i m i t s ?  I f  th e  book i s  n o t a v a i la b l e  f o r  
c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  as  i t  n a t u r a l l y  i s  in  th e  c la ss ro o m , th e n  a l l  th e r e  
can be tim e  and en e rg y  f o r  i s  r e p ro d u c t io n  o f  m em orized m a te r i a l .

(NATE, 1966 , p . 37)

A no ther n o v e l f e a tu r e  o f  CSE was i t s  ap p ro ach  to  th e  backw ash e f f e c t s  o f  

exam in ing . I n s te a d  o f  re g a rd in g  th e s e  as  n e c e s s a r i ly  e v i l  and th e r e f o r e  

a t te m p tin g  to  e l im in a te  them , e d u c a t io n i s t s  in c r e a s in g ly  a c c e p te d  t h e i r  

i n e v i t a b i l i t y  and endeavoured  to  c o n t r o l  them . I t  was a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  

backw ash e f f e c t  o f  a  p ro c e d u re  sh o u ld  become a  p rim e c o n s id e r a t io n  when 

e v a lu a t in g  i t s  u s e f u ln e s s .  "For E n g lis h , th e  m ost im p o rta n t c o n s id e r a t io n  

i s  n o t r e l i a b i l i t y  b u t th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  backw ash e f f e c t " ,  c la im ed  

W hitehead  ( 1965 , p . 2 7 5 ) .  NATE (1966 ) a g re e d : " . . .  th e  y a r d s t i c k  o f  a

good ex am in a tio n  i s  to  be found in  th e  'b ack w ash ’ e f f e c t  i t  has upon 

te a c h in g  in  th e  c la ssro o m " ( p . 3 ) .

T h is  s e c t io n  has a t te m p te d  to  sum m arise th e  f e rm e n ta t io n  o f  id e a s

w hich c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE l i t e r a t u r e  e x a m in a tio n s . NATE

( 1965 ) was h e a r te n e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r in c i p l e s  had  been

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  th e  o u t s e t :

. . .  m ost im p o r ta n t o f  a l l ,  sound b a s ic  p r in c i p l e s  have a l re a d y  
been  l a i d  down: th e  ex am in a tio n  sh o u ld  " r e f l e c t  sch o o l work"
r a t h e r  th a n  c o n d i t io n  i t  . . .  w herever p o s s i b l e ,  norm al sch o o l 
work sh o u ld  form  p a r t  o f  th e  a s se s sm e n t, ( p . 2 )

How was t h i s  th e o ry  t r a n s l a t e d  in to  p r a c t i c e  by th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  when

th e y  d e v ise d  t h e i r  E n g lish  s y l la b u s e s ?  The fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  w i l l  a tte m p t

to  compare th e  th e o ry  o f  CSE w ith  i t s  p r a c t i c e .
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12. THE NEW MODE I EXAMINATIONS

S in ce  th e  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t o f  c o u rse  work was one o f  th e  most 

p ro m is in g  id e a s  in  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  a r e a ,  i t  i s  u s e f u l  to  s t a r t  by c o n s id e r 

in g  i t s  u se  by  th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls .  Only one o f  th e  t h i r t e e n  p a n e ls*  

ad o p ted  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t w h o le s a le .  The E a s t M idland Region 

abandoned c o n v e n tio n a l exam ining  te c h n iq u e s  in  fa v o u r o f  an ex am in a tio n  

b a se d  e n t i r e l y  on a  f o l i o  o f  work p roduced  d u rin g  th e  c o u rse . NATE 

(1 96 5 ) was g r e a t ly  encou raged  by  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  p r e s e n t in g  i t  as an 

exam ple o f  th e  " . . .  b o ld n e ss  in  b re a k in g  new ground" ( E xam inations 

B u l l e t i n  1 , 1963 , p . 3) w hich CSE had  been  d e s ig n e d  t o  p rom ote . "We 

h e a r t i l y  welcome t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e " ,  th e y  announced ( p . 1 9 ) .  I t  i s  h a rd ly  

s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  NATE a t ta c h e d  im p o rtan ce  t o  t h i s  s y l la b u s  s in c e  th e r e  was 

l i t t l e  in  th e  schemes p ro p o sed  by th e  o th e r  p a n e ls  w hich th e y  co u ld  draw 

a t t e n t i o n  to  a s  m odels o f  b o ld n e ss  and o r i g i n a l i t y .  An in d ic a t io n  o f  t h e i r  

e s s e n t i a l  c o n se rv a tism  i s  t h a t  o n ly  two o th e r  p a n e ls  made any u se  o f  

c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. C an d id a tes  in  th e  South  W estern  R egion were 

a llo w ed  to  subm it c o u rse  work in  p la c e  o f  th e  p ro se  and drama s e c t io n s  o f  

th e  e x a m in a tio n , p o e try  b e in g  th e  o n ly  com pulsory  ex am in a tio n  item . NATE 

(1 965 ) d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  a s ,  " . . .  an e x c e l le n t  com prom ise" ( p . 1 9 ) .  The South  

E a s t P a n e l a l l o c a t e d  one t h i r d  o f  th e  m arks to  c o u rse  work and th e  

rem a in in g  tw o - th i r d s  t o  a  s e t  t e x t  e x a m in a tio n . NATE o f f e r e d  no comment 

on t h i s  s y l la b u s .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  p a n e ls  ( i . e .  th e  rem a in in g  t e n )  c o n f in e d  

th e m se lv e s  to  th e  f a m i l i a r  e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n . However, w ith in  t h a t  

c o n v e n tio n a l fram ework th e r e  w ere s ig n s  o f  change , o f  a t te m p ts  to  make 

e x am in a tio n  c o n d i t io n s  more l i k e  th o s e  t o  be found  in  th e  c la ss ro o m . For

* The f ig u r e s  q u o ted  in  t h i s  s e c t io n  a re  ta k e n  from  th e  NATE docum ent. 
C r i t e r i a  o f  S uccess in  E n g lis h  (D ixon, 196 5 ) .  They ta k e  in to  accoun t 
th e  N orth  R eg io n ’ s e x c lu s io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  from  i t s  E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  
and th e  s u b - d iv is io n  o f  c e r t a i n  b o a rd s  in to  s e p a ra te  a re a s  w ith  t h e i r  own 
r e g io n a l  p a n e ls .  T h is  meant t h a t  a l to g e th e r  th e r e  w ere t h i r t e e n  
s e p a ra te  Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n s  in  u s e .
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i n s t a n c e ,  th e  em phasis on memory and r o t e - l e a r n in g  in  GCE was c o u n te re d  

by th o s e  p a n e ls  ( fo u r  in  a l l )  w hich d e c id e d  to  a llo w  c a n d id a te s  to  use  

unm arked t e x t s  in  th e  ex a m in a tio n . (A f i f t h  p a n e l a llo w ed  c a n d id a te s  to  

u se  p o e t ry  t e x t s  o n l y . ) The f a c t  t h a t  n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  th e  tw e lv e  p a n e ls  

em ploying e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  w ere a llo w in g  unmarked t e x t s  in to  th e  

e x am in a tio n  room was an en co u rag in g  s ig n .  L ik ew ise , f iv e  p a n e ls  

in c o rp o ra te d  th e  unseen  ap p ro ach  in to  t h e i r  e x am in a tio n s  w h ile  seven  o p te d  

f o r  th e  g e n e ra l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e x am in a tio n . W hile n e i th e r  o f  th e s e  p ro c e d u re s  

w ere new, th e y  c e r t a i n l y  w ould have r e p r e s e n te d  a f r e s h  d e p a r tu re  f o r  many 

te a c h e r s  whose e x p e r ie n c e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining  was l im i t e d  to  th e  s e t  

book e x a m in a tio n . T hus, a lth o u g h  th e  p a n e ls  d is p la y e d  an e s s e n t i a l l y  

c o n s e rv a t iv e  a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  a c t u a l  te c h n iq u e s  o f  a s s e s sm e n t, w ith in  th e  

c o n v e n tio n a l fram ew ork, th e r e  was some e x p e r im e n ta tio n . As H ipkin  (1967 ) 

o b se rv e d : " C e r ta in  CSE c a te g o r ie s  a r e  c o n v e n tio n a l . . .  What has changed

o f te n  i s  w hat th o s e  c a te g o r ie s  im ply" ( p . 33) .

A g a in s t th e s e  g a in s  must be w eighed th e  c o n tin u in g  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e

s e t  book ap p ro ac h . In  f a c t ,  n in e  o f  th e  tw e lv e  p a n e ls  o f f e r in g  e x te r n a l

e x a m in a tio n s  p ro p o sed  to  u se  s e t  t e x t s .  I t  must be remembered t h a t  th e

s e t  t e x t  was a  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  system  w hich had a t t r a c t e d

v o c ife ro u s  c r i t i c i s m  and i t  had seemed t h a t  th e  most im m ediate c h a l le n g e

to  th e  new ex am in a tio n  was t h a t  o f  eschew ing p r e s c r ip t i o n .  The a d o p tio n

o f  th e  s e t  t e x t  ap p roach  made th e s e  new s y l la b u s e s  a t r a v e s t y  o f  t h e ,

" . . .  f r e s h ,  in d e e d  c o u ra g e o u sly  f r e s h ,  ap p ro ach  to  te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining"

( p .2 6 ) recommended by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1 9 6 3 ). M oreover, th e

im prudence o f  a d h e r in g  to  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ap p roach  was im m ed ia te ly

a p p a re n t in  th e  specim en p a p e rs  o f  th o s e  b o a rd s  in te n d in g  to  use  i t :

. . .  th e  d an g ers  o f  th e  s e t  book ex am in a tio n  a re  f a r  from  b e in g  
overcom e . . .  th e  b a c k la s h  in  th e  c la ssro o m  o f  many o f  th e  
specim en q u e s tio n s  we have seen  i s  bound, in  o u r v iew , to  k i l l  
an h o n e s t re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e .  To d a te  we subm it t h a t  th e  
c a se  f o r  th e  s e t  book i s  n o t p ro v en . (NATE, 1965 , p p .23-24)

T hus, even b e fo re  th e  ex am in a tio n  p ro p e r  was la u n c h e d , th e  d an g ers  o f  th e
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s e t  book s te r e o ty p e  were a l r e a d y  a p p a re n t .  C o n v en tio n a l p ro c e d u re s  were 

s u r p r i s in g ly  p o p u la r  and nowhere was t h i s  more s t r i k i n g l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  th a n  

in  Mode 3. A lthough Mode 3 i s  re c o g n is e d  g e n e r a l ly  a s  th e  most e x p e r im e n ta l 

and p r o g r e s s iv e  mode, H ipk in  (1967) found  t h a t  more th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  

one h und red  s y l la b u s e s  in c lu d e d  in  h i s  su rv ey  had  ad o p ted  th e  s e t  book 

ap p ro ach .

The c o n se rv a tism  d is p la y e d  by  t h i s  new g e n e ra t io n  o f  exam iners i s  

p e rh a p s  n o t as  s u r p r i s in g  a s  i t  a p p e a rs  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .  The p a n e ls  

c o n s is te d  o f  p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  who w ould have d e r iv e d  m ost o f  t h e i r  

exam in ing  e x p e r ie n c e  from  GCE and i t s  im i t a to r s .  T hus, few o f  them  would 

have had  e x p e r t i s e  o r  in s ig h t  i n to  n o v e l te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining  making 

t h i s  an a r e a  where th e y  w ere i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  make th e  k in d  o f  f a r - r e a c h in g  

c o n t r ib u t io n  w hich was e x p e c te d  o f  them . Even though  many o f  them  were 

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  e x i s t in g  m ethods, th e s e  d id  have th e  v i r t u e  o f  

f a m i l i a r i t y  an d , f o r  te a c h e r s  fa c e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  w ith  th e  awesome 

ta s k  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  p u b lic  e x a m in a tio n , t h a t  w hich was e s ta b l i s h e d  

may have seemed p r e f e r a b l e  to  th e  u n t r i e d  and u n t r u s te d .

Over h a l f  o f  th e  p a n e ls  u s in g  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  ( i . e .  seven  ou t 

o f  tw e lv e )  o p te d  f o r  th e  g e n e ra l  l i t e r a t u r e  ap p ro ach . T h is  was more n o v e l 

th a n  th e  s e t  book p ro c e d u re  and w ould have r e p re s e n te d  a  f r e s h  d e p a r tu re  

f o r  many t e a c h e r s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t s  p o p u la r i ty  ( i . e .  more w id e ly  u sed  th a n  

th e  "un seen "  and second  o n ly  to  th e  s e t  book m ethod) i s  somewhat s u r p r i s in g  

c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  even b e fo re  CSE was in tro d u c e d  th e r e  was ev id en ce  

s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  t h i s  was an u n s a t i s f a c to r y  form  o f  exam in ing . T h is  was 

co n firm ed  by th e  specim en p a p e rs  o f  th o s e  b o a rd s  in te n d in g  to  u se  g e n e ra l  

e x a m in a tio n s . NATE (1965 ) found th e s e  even more d e f i c i e n t  th a n  th e  s e t  

book p a p e rs :

. . .  g e n e ra l  q u e s t io n s  o f f e r  even l e s s  h e lp  th a n  q u e s tio n s  on 
s p e c i f i c  books . . .  (They) p re c lu d e  a n y th in g  b u t th e  p re p a re d  
q u e s tio n  o r  th e  b a r e s t  e le m e n ta ry  re s p o n s e . We f in d ,  w ith  
r e g r e t ,  t h a t  many q u e s tio n s  a re  s t i l l  an open i n v i t a t i o n  to
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cramming. S te re o ty p e s  a re  a l r e a d y  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  . . .  we m ust 
co n c lu d e  from  th e  a v a i la b l e  ev id en ce  t h a t  th e  i n t r a c t a b l e  problem  
o f  s e t t i n g  l6  y e a r  o ld s  g e n e ra l  q u e s tio n s  on l i t e r a t u r e  has  no t 
y e t  been  so lv e d , ( p p . 2 4 -  25)

Thus, as  f a r  a s  te c h n iq u e s  o f  exam ining  w ere co n ce rn ed , th e  in n o v a tio n s

w ere p ie c e m e a l, m ost p a n e ls  d is p la y in g  a  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h e d

and th e  f a m i l i a r .

One o f  th e  few ach iev em en ts  in  te rm s o f  " . . .  b re a k in g  new ground"

(E x am in a tio n s  B u l l e t i n  1 , 1963 , p . 3) was in  th e  ran g e  and v a r i e t y  o f  t e x t s

in t ro d u c e d  in to  th e  exam ining  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  u nder CSE. In  h i s  su rv ey  o f

books recommended f o r  s tu d y  in  Mode I ,  B u tts  (1966) found t h a t :

. . .  a  r e a l  a tte m p t h as  been  made to  b re a k  away from  th e  id e a  o f  
a  l i m i t e d  number o f  s e t  b o o k s , f r e q u e n t ly  o f  a  rem ote r e le v a n c e ,  
and to  s u b s t i t u t e  a  g r e a t e r  freedom  o f  c h o ic e  in  b o th  q u a n t i ty
and q u a l i ty  . . .  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  in g e n u ity  h as  been  e x e rc is e d  in
su g g e s tin g  th e  amount and k in d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be s tu d ie d .

( p . 296)

For in s ta n c e ,  w hereas th e  drama p r e s c r ib e d  a t  0 -L ev e l te n d e d  to  be a lm o st 

e x c lu s iv e ly  S h a k e sp e a re , B u tts  (1966) found  t h a t  th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  had 

recommended f i f t y  p la y s  by t h i r t y - f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  a u th o rs  ( p . 297) .  L ik e

w is e , 0 -L e v e l f i c t i o n  was s e le c te d  from  an e x c e e d in g ly  narrow  ran g e  w hich 

r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  on such n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  a u th o rs  a s  S c o t t ,  D ickens and 

Jan e  A u sten . In  c o n t r a s t .  B u tts  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  CSE p a n e ls  had su g g e s te d  

124 t i t l e s  by s e v e n ty - f iv e  w r i t e r s .  T here was s im i la r  v a r i e t y  am ongst 

Mode 3 s y l la b u s e s  w here H ipk in  (1967) found  t h a t  302 p ro se  t e x t s  had been  

recommended by a lm o st one hundred  s e p a ra te  s y l la b u s e s  ( p . 309) .

In  a d d i t io n ,  CSE l i t e r a t u r e  had a  d i s t i n c t l y  modern f la v o u r .  Of th e  

302 t e x t s  in c lu d e d  in  H ipk in*s su rv ey  (1967 ) o v e r t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  them 

w ere w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1914 and o v er h a l f  o f  th e  tw e lv e  m ost p o p u la r  modern 

a u th o rs  w ere s t i l l  l i v i n g  ( p . 309) .  H ipk in  co n cluded  t h a t :

. . .  a l l  th r e e  modes encou rage  a  w id e r v iew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  so t h a t  
CSE c a n d id a te s  a re  re a d in g  e x te n s iv e ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  f i e l d s  
o f  th e  modern n o v e l and n o n - f i c t io n .  ( p . 25)

C le a r ly ,  t h i s  was an  a r e a  in  w hich a t r e n d  in  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  to  c o n v e n tio n a l

p r a c t i c e  had  em erged and i t  i s  u s e f u l  to  s p e c u la te  on th e  re a s o n s  why
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in n o v a tio n  was abundan t h e re  when p a n e ls  had  been  so r e l u c t a n t  to  

ex p erim en t w ith  n o v e l a sse ssm e n t te c h n iq u e s .  I t  may w e ll  be t h a t  w h ile  

th e  a v e ra g e  te a c h e r  had l i t t l e  e x p e r t i s e  in  th e  a r e a  o f  a s s e s sm e n t, 

c o u rse  c o n te n t was som eth ing  to  w hich he c o u ld  make a  much more p o s i t i v e  

c o n t r ib u t io n  b eca u se  i t  drew on h i s  s k i l l  a s  an E n g lish  s p e c i a l i s t .  CSE 

seems to  have f a i l e d  to  ta k e  r e a l  acc o u n t o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  u n t i l  1965 

te a c h in g  and  exam ining  had ev o lv ed  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s e p a r a te  a c t i v i t i e s  

w hich m eant t h a t ,  a s  f a r  a s  exam ining  was c o n c e rn e d , m ost te a c h e r s  w ere 

n o v ic e s .  T h is ,  p e rh a p s  more th a n  any o th e r  f a c t o r ,  e x p la in s  why E n g lish  

p a n e ls  ex p e rim en ted  f r e e l y  w ith  c o u rse  c o n te n t  w h i ls t  a d h e rin g  to  

e s t a b l i s h e d  exam ining  te c h n iq u e s .

A no ther a r e a  in  w hich th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  re sp o n d ed  p o s i t i v e l y  to  

e n l ig h te n e d  o p in io n  was in  t h e i r  ap p ro ach  t o  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  GCE's 

f ra g m e n ta tio n  o f  E n g lish  in to  lan g u ag e  and  l i t e r a t u r e  had  been  denounced 

by le a d in g  e d u c a t io n i s t s  and th e  p a n e ls  re sp o n d ed  w ith  an  a lm o st t o t a l  ban 

on s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  A ll  b u t one o f  th e  fo u r te e n  p a n e ls  o f f e r in g  

Mode I  e x am in a tio n s  in  E n g lish  o p te d  f o r  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  T his 

commitment t o  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was re g a rd e d  a s  so fun d am en ta l to  CSE 

t h a t  p a n e ls  even r e s i s t e d  a t te m p ts  to  s e t  up Mode 3 s y lla b u s e s  em ploying 

s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n :  "P a n e ls  s h a rp ly  d is c o u ra g e d  sc h o o ls  p ro p o s in g  to

is s u e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  w ith  'f r a g m e n ta ry  e n d o rsem e n ts ' o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  o r a l  

E n g lish "  (H ip k in , 1967, p . 3 0 6 ) .  T h is  had f a r - r e a c h in g  consequences fo r  

th e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b eca u se  i t  s a fe g u a rd e d  a g a in s t  th e  n e g le c t  o f  

r e a d in g  w hich s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d .  NATE (1966) p o in te d  o u t 

t h a t  u n d er GCE o n ly  ab o u t 25% o f  th e  E n g lis h  Language c a n d id a te s  a l s o  

e n te re d  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e :  " I t  i s  th u s  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f

c a n d id a te s  in  E n g lis h  t o  spend  a  y e a r  w ith o u t any l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h in g  a t  a l l ,  

T h is  i s  th e  p rob lem  on w hich to  c o n c e n tra te "  ( p . 43 ) .  I t  was a problem  to  

w hich a lm o st e v e ry  r e g io n a l  p a n e l d id  a d d re s s  i t s e l f .  By i n s i s t i n g  on 

s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e y  e n su re d  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  was t r e a t e d  as  a
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com pulsory  component o f  E n g lis h  under CSE.

A lthough  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  en su re d  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  was n o t

n e g le c te d ,  i t  i s  e rro n eo u s  to  assume t h a t  i t  n e c e s s a r i ly  l e d  to  th e

t r e a tm e n t  o f  E n g lish  a s  an in t e g r a te d  w hole . In  some c a s e s ,  th e  a d o p tio n

o f  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  masked th e  p e r p e tu a t io n  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l d iv i s io n s

betw een  la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  and o ra c y . As Dixon (1965 ) o b se rv e d :

. . .  an agreem ent to  add to g e th e r  p e rc e n ta g e s  f o r  " lan g u ag e "  and 
" l i t e r a t u r e "  a s  some p a n e ls  p ro p o s e , does n o t r e p r e s e n t  a 
u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  E n g lish  w ork , though  i t  i s  a n e c e s s a ry  s te p  in  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  ( p . 4)

The r e a l  t a s k  was to  ev o lv e  a  w hole new co n ce p t o f  "ex am in a tio n  E n g lish "

in  w hich c o n v e n t io n a l d iv i s io n s  w ere e l im in a te d  a l t o g e th e r .  S in g le

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was o n ly  one s te p  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  b u t some p a n e ls  n e v e r

w ent beyond i t .

F re sh  a t t e n t i o n  a l s o  was p a id  to  th e  lan g u ag e  in  w hich ex am in a tio n

p a p e rs  w ere couched . C o n v en tio n a l ex am in a tio n  lan g u ag e  was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r

d is c o u ra g in g  th e  c a n d id a te  by em ploying a  fo rm a l, fo re b o d in g  and " f ro z e n "

s t y l e  (D ixon , 1965, p . 1 1 ) .  CSE exam iners  w ere u rg ed  t o  m odify  th e  to n e  o f

e x am in a tio n  la n g u a g e :

A lthough  we re c o g n is e  t h a t  th e r e  may be a  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een a 
te a c h in g  and an exam ining  q u e s t io n ,  we hope t h a t  th e  form  o f  th e  
e x am in a tio n  q u e s tio n s  w i l l  fo llo w  good c la ss ro o m  p r a c t i c e  . . .  we 
sh o u ld  l i k e  to  see  a  more humane app roach  to  exam ining th e  
w ording  o f  q u e s tio n s  so t h a t  c a n d id a te s  a r e  encouraged  to  do t h e i r  
b e s t .  (Birm ingham NATE, 1967 , p p . 4 -  5)

Dixon (1 9 6 5 ) a g re e d  t h a t :  "W ith in  th e  ex am in a tio n  p r o p e r ,  c o n d i t io n s  sh o u ld

be s im i la r  to  th o s e  o f  th e  c la ssro o m  . . .  th e  to n e  and th e  m a te r ia l  . . .

sh o u ld  be ju d g e d  by i t s  a b i l i t y  to  encou rage  in  th e  c a n d id a te  an a c t iv e

re sp o n se "  ( p . 2 ) .  E v idence t h a t  th e s e  recom m endations w ere f i l t e r i n g  th ro u g h

to  p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  was p ro v id e d  by H ipk in  (196 7 ) who was s t r u c k  by th e

new s t y l e  o f  lan g u ag e  a p p a re n t in  th e  Mode 3 p a p e rs  he e v a lu a te d :

C an d id a tes  have been  en co u rag ed , in v o lv e d , " l e d - i n " , b r i e f e d  and
p re p a re d  so t h a t  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  exam in ing , n o rm a lly  c o ld  and
n e u t r a l ,  has become an e d u c a tiv e  a c t i v i t y  in  i t s e l f .

(p p . 25 and  33)
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N e v e r th e le s s ,  exam ining  was a new s k i l l  f o r  many te a c h e r s  and th e r e f o r e  

i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  Dixon (1965 ) found  a  m ixed p i c tu r e  among th e  

Mode I  specim en p a p e rs .  Q u es tio n s  w hich w ere h e lp f u l  ap p ea red  a lo n g s id e  

o th e r s  w ith  a " . . .  f ro z e n  o r  fo rm al s ty l e "  w hich p re c lu d e d  " . . .  d i r e c t ,  

h o n e s t d is c u s s io n "  ( p .1 1 ) .  As w ith  so many f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n , 

q u e s t io n  s t y l e  needed  tim e  to  d e v e lo p .

13 . AN EVALUATION OF THESE EXAMINATIONS

The mood o f  c a u t io u s  c o n s e rv a tism  d is p la y e d  by  m ost o f  th e  p a n e ls  

was a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  t h a t  o f  E xam inations  B u l l e t i n  I  (1963 ) w hich fa v o u re d  

in n o v a tio n :  " . . .  th e r e  i s  a  s tro n g  ca se  f o r  ex p e rim e n tin g  w ith  new

m ethods o f  ex am in in g ,"  i t  u rg ed  ( p . 2 5 ) .  D e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  

was f r a u g h t  w ith  a sse ssm en t p roblem s and t h a t  th e r e  was m ounting 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l p ro c e d u re s ,  th e  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n  and 

th e  s e t  book em erged a s  th e  m ost p rom inen t f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  new ex a m in a tio n . 

Dixon (196 5 ) o b se rv ed  t h a t ,  " . . .  e n l ig h te n e d  s y l la b u s e s  do n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  

p roduce  e n l ig h te n e d  q u e s t io n s " ,  a rg u in g  t h a t  i t  i s  th e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a ry  to  

compare " th e o ry  w ith  p r a c t i c e "  ( p . 5 ) .  In  th e  ca se  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i t  i s  

e q u a l ly  t r u e  t h a t  e n l ig h te n e d  recom m endations d id  n o t a u to m a t ic a l ly  le a d  to  

p ro g re s s iv e  s y l la b u s e s .  In  f a c t ,  when th e  th e o ry  o f  CSE l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

com pared w ith  i t s  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  many o f  th e  e a r ly  ach iev em en ts  

w ere p ie c e m e a l and l im i t e d .  As Dixon (1965 ) o b se rv e d : " . . .  th e  r e g io n a l  

re sp o n se  i s  p a tc h y  a s  y e t"  ( p . 46) .  EMREB p ro v id e d  th e  o n ly  c l e a r - c u t  exam ple 

o f  " . . .  b o ld n e ss  in  b re a k in g  new ground" (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  I , 1963 , p . 3) 

by eschew ing  b o th  th e  s e t  book and th e  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  in  fav o u r o f  100% 

co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t o f  c o u rse  work and freedom  f o r  th e  te a c h e r  in  th e  

ch o ice  o f  t e x t s .  EMREB re c e iv e d  warm p r a i s e  f o r  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  from  NATE 

(1965 , p . 1 9 ) . However, i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  re c o g n is e  t h a t  i t  was th e  

w i l l in g n e s s  to  ex p erim en t r a t h e r  th a n  a  p ro v en  m ethod o f  a ssessm en t w hich 

was b e in g  p r a is e d .  A lthough co u rse  work asse ssm en t seemed to  o f f e r
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c o n s id e ra b le  p ro m ise , l i t t l e  was known abou t th e  way in  w hich i t  w ould 

work in  p r a c t i c e .

S in ce  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was such a  n o v e l exam ining  p ro c e d u re  in  

th e  1960 ' s ,  i t  now seems t im e ly  to  e v a lu a te  i t s  ach iev em en ts . How 

s u c c e s s f u l  h as  i t  been  in  r e a l i s i n g  th e  hopes in v e s te d  in  i t ?  Has i t  

p ro v ed  to  be a s  w e ll -a d a p te d  to  th e  s p e c ia l  needs o f  l i t e r a t u r e  as  i t s  

a d v o c a te s  c la im e d  t h a t  i t  w ould be? The fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  r e p r e s e n t s  an 

a t te m p t t o  e v a lu a te  some o f  th e  " . . .  le s s o n s  and ach iev em en ts"  (D ixon , 1977, 

p . 8) o f  th e  m ost f a r - r e a c h in g  ex p erim en t to  emerge amongst th e  Mode I  

l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s e s .

B. THE FINDINGS

1 . CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT OR EXTERNAL EXAMINATION?

S in ce  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  one o f  th e  m ost in n o v a tiv e  and l e a s t  

w ell-d o cu m en ted  a s p e c ts  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam in ing , i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t s  

u s e fu ln e s s  m e r i te d  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  in  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .

I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  was d e c id e d  to  g a in  a g e n e ra l  im p re ss io n  o f  th e  l e v e l  o f  

su p p o rt f o r  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t r e l a t i v e  to  t h a t  f o r  c o n v e n tio n a l 

e x a m in a tio n s . Q u estio n  6 p ro v id e d  a l i s t  o f  d i f f e r e n t l y  composed t e s t s  

ra n g in g  from : 100% co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t -  0% e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  to  

0% c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t -  100% e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  and re sp o n d e n ts  w ere 

a sk ed  to  i n d i c a te  w hich a l t e r n a t i v e  p ro v id e d  th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  means o f  

a s s e s s in g  ( i )  lan g u ag e  and ( i i )  l i t e r a t u r e .  The l i t e r a t u r e  r e s u l t s  a r e  

re c o rd e d  in  th e  f i n a l  column o f  T ab le 1 , o v e r le a f .
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CONSTITUTION OF 
EXAMINATION

PERCENTAGE

FOR

LANGUAGE

PERCENTAGE

FOR

LITERATURE% C.A. % EXAM

100 0 18 51

75 - 25 13 I k

60 1+0 12 12

50 - 50 19 15
ho 60 12 3

25 - 75 12 1

0 -- 100 13 2

INVALID RESPONSE 1 3

A lthough  seven  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w ere l i s t e d ,  by f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry ,  

a c c o u n tin g  fo r  h a l f  o f  th e  e n t i r e  sam ple , was 100% co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. 

T h is su g g e s te d  t h a t  n o t o n ly  were many te a c h e r s  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  co n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t b u t t h a t  th e y  were s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t  a s  th e  o n ly  m ethod o f  

e v a lu a t in g  l i t e r a t u r e .  Even amongst th o s e  who fa v o u re d  "m ixed economy" 

(D ixon, 19TT, p . 6 ) ex am in in g , th e r e  was a  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  c o n t in u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  e lem en t to  be most h e a v i ly  w e ig h ted  w ith  a  q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam ple 

p r e f e r r in g  60 -  75^ c o n tin u o u s  asse ssm en t com pared w ith  ^% who fav o u red  

60 -  75% e x te r n a l  ex a m in a tio n . The o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n  o f  re sp o n se s  

d em o n stra ted  th e  immense p o p u la r i ty  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t and th e  very- 

l i m i t e d  su p p o rt f o r  e x t e r n a l  exam in ing ; o n ly  6% o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w anted 

60% o r  more e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  com pared w ith  77% who fa v o u re d  60% o r  more 

co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. C le a r ly ,  t h i s  in n o v a tio n  has g a in e d  wide su p p o rt 

am ongst th e  te a c h e r s  who use  i t  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  w ish in g  to  use i t  a s  th e  

p r i n c i p a l  o r  th e  o n ly  te c h n iq u e  o f  e v a lu a t in g  l i t e r a t u r e .  103 conveyed 

som eth ing  o f  th e  en th u s ia sm  g e n e ra te d  by c o u rse  work a sse ssm en t in  th e

1 9 6 0 ' s :

One o f  th e  g r e a t  g lo r i e s  o f  th e  1 9 6 0 's  was th e  number o f  te a c h e r s
who a c t u a l l y  became e x c i te d  abou t th e  f o l i o  ap p ro ach . They had
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n o t had th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  do t h i s  b e fo re  . . .  T here r e a l l y  
was a number o f  v e ry  f in e  id e a s  a t  t h a t  t im e .

lOU a l s o  had  been  s t r u c k  by th e  im petus w hich th e  f o l i o  ap p ro ach  had

r e le a s e d  n o tin g  t h e ,  " . . .  g r e a t  o u tp u t o f  e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t  o f  p u p i l s "

w hich had  r e s u l t e d .  101 summed up th e s e  f e e l in g s  when he o b se rv ed :

I t  seems to  me t h a t  th e  g r e a t  ach ievem en t o f  th e  E a s t M idland 
P a n e l was th e  co n cep t o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o .  U n lik e  o th e r  
CSE B o ard s , w hich g o t t r a p p e d  in to  th e  o ld  s e t  books p ro b lem , 
th e  E a s t M idland B oard d ev e lo p ed  t h i s  co n cep t o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
f o l i o .

A com parison  o f  th e  above f ig u r e s  w ith  th o s e  f o r  lan g u ag e  ( i . e .

Q u estio n  6 ( i ) ,  see  T ab le  1 ,  m idd le  column) r e v e a ls  t h a t  i t  was in  th e  

e x am in a tio n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  c o n s id e re d  c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t to  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Whereas o v e r t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  

o f  th e  sam ple fa v o u re d  60% o r  more c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

th e  f ig u r e  dropped  to  l e s s  th a n  h a l f  (US%) f o r  la n g u a g e . F u rth e rm o re , 

o v e r a t h i r d  o f  th e  sam ple (37%) p r e f e r r e d  60% o r  more e x te r n a l  

ex am in a tio n  in  th e  lan g u ag e  asse ssm en t com pared w ith  6% who fa v o u re d  t h i s  

f o r  l i t e r a t u r e .  C le a r ly ,  i t  was in  th e  t e s t i n g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t en jo y ed  w id e s t s u p p o r t.

A lthough  Q u estio n  6 ( i i )  r e v e a le d  th e  enormous p o p u la r i ty  o f  

co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, i t  p ro v id e d  no in d i c a t io n  o f  why i t  was h e ld  in  such 

h ig h  es teem . In  o rd e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  re a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  Q u estio n  6 was 

fo llo w e d  up by some more d e t a i l e d  ite m s .

2. THE INTERNAL VALIDITY OF CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT*

The p r i n c i p a l  co m p la in t a g a in s t  th e  e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n  was i t s  

i n v a l i d i t y  a s  a m ethod o f  t e s t i n g  re sp o n se  t o  l i t e r a t u r e .  Thus, th e  key 

q u e s tio n  r a i s e d  by th e  use  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  w hether i t  h as  

h e ig h te n e d  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining?

One o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was i t s

* For a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y ,  see  th e  fo o tn o te  on p . 123.
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c a p a c i ty  f o r  f u s in g  n o rm a l c la s s ro o m  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m in a t io n

r a t h e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t in g  t o  r e v i v e  " . . .  a  o n c e -v a rm  r e s p o n s e ,  now dorm ant

o r  c o ld "  (D ix o n , 1 9 6 5 , p .2 U ) . I n  o r d e r  t o  d e te rm in e  how v a lu a b le  t h i s

a t t r i b u t e  was p e r c e iv e d  t o  be  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Q u e s t io n  1 5 ( i x )  s t a t e d :

C o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - s u i t e d  t o  t h e  s tu d y  
o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b e c a u s e  i t  e v a lu a te s  a  p u p i l ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  t e x t  
a t  t h e  t im e  when i t  i s  m ade, r a t h e r  t h a n  a s k in g  him  t o  d u p l i c a t e  
t h a t  r e s p o n s e  d u r in g  an  e x a m in a t io n  w h ich  may b e  q u i t e  rem o te  
from  th e  t im e  when t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  was s tu d i e d .

R e sp o n d e n ts  w ere  a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  a g re e m e n t /d is a g re e m e n t

w i th  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .*

The re sp o n se  was one o f  overw helm ing ag reem ent w ith  83% o f  th e  sam ple

i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  fa v o u re d  c o u rs e  w ork a s s e s s m e n t  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n .  An

e q u a l ly  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  was t h e  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  s t r o n g

a g re e m e n t. 39% o f  t h e  sam ple  s t r o n g l y  a g re e d  w i th  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  p r o v id in g

some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f e e l i n g  i t  a ro u s e d .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  l e s s  th a n

10% d i s a g r e e d .  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  t a p p in g  th e  im m ed ia te  r e s p o n s e

and  i n c o r p o r a t in g  i t  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  a s s e s s m e n t  was s t i l l  p e r c e iv e d  a s  one

o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  c o u rs e  w ork a s s e s s m e n t .

The o t h e r  k ey  c r i t i c i s m  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l  p ro c e d u re s  was t h a t  th e y

e n c o u ra g e d  r o t e - l e a r n i n g  an d  th e  m e c h a n ic a l  a b s o r p t io n  o f  se co n d -h a n d

o p in io n s  a b o u t l i t e r a t u r e .  S in c e  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y

overcom e one o f  t h e  m ain  d e f e c t s  o f  e x t e r n a l  e x a m in in g , how f a r  d id

r e s p o n d e n ts  f e e l  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  c a p a b le  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  o th e r  key

d e f ic ie n c y ?  Q u e s tio n  1 5 ( v i i i )  s t a t e d :

C o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a v o id s  c e r t a i n  
in h e r e n t  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  e x a m in a t io n s :  t h e  l e a r n in g
o f  n o te s  an d  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  o f  s e c o n d -h a n d  o p in io n s .* *

U6% o f  t h e  sam ple  a g re e d  w i th  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  an d  a  f u r t h e r  28% s t r o n g l y

a g re e d  w h ich  m eant t h a t  a l t o g e t h e r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  sam ple

* Strongly Agree (39%), Agree (UU%), Uncertain (9%), Disagree (7%),
Strongly Disagree (l%)

** Strongly Agree (28%), Agree (U6%), Uncertain (ll%). Disagree (11%),
Strongly Disagree (3%), Invalid response (l%)
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b e l ie v e d  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t av o id ed  th e s e  backwash e f f e c t s .

A lthough  t h i s  was an im p re s s iv e  r a t e  o f  ag re e m e n t, i t  was n e v e r th e le s s

lo w er th a n  t h a t  a c h ie v e d  by th e  p re c e d in g  ite m  ( l 5 ( i x ) ) .  The r a t e  o f

s tro n g  agreem ent was low er (28% as a g a in s t  39%) and th e  l e v e l  o f

d isag ree m en t was h ig h e r  {lh% a s  com pared w ith  8%). T h is  su g g e s te d  t h a t

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t was p e rc e iv e d  t o  be m a rg in a l ly  l e s s  s u c c e s s fu l  in

e l im in a t in g  th e s e  backwash e f f e c t s  th a n  i t  had  been  in  overcom ing th e

draw backs o f  a d e la y e d  re s p o n s e . The w r i t t e n  comments p ro v id e d  th e  key to

why t h i s  was so . For in s ta n c e ,  Q289 p o in te d  o u t t h a t :

R e g u rg i ta t io n  can ta k e  o th e r  form s in  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  c l a s s e s  
to  p roduce l i t e r a t u r e  e s s a y s  . . .  I t  i s  s t i l l  rem ark ab ly  ea sy  f o r  
th e  s tu d e n t  t o  r e g u r g i t a t e  th e  t e a c h e r 's  o p in io n s  and comments 
made when a n o v e l was r e a d  and d is c u s s e d ,  f o r  exam ple. A f te r  
a l l ,  i t  i s  by do ing  so t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t  w i l l  f e e l  c o n f id e n t o f  
a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  m ark.

Q55T a g re e d : " R e g u rg i ta t io n  d o e s n 't  r e q u i r e  an  ex a m in a tio n  s i t u a t i o n . "

P erh ap s th e  l a s t  word on t h i s  i s s u e  sh o u ld  go t o  QUi 8 whose comment b e s t

r e f l e c t s  th e  g e n e ra l  con sen su s o f  o p in io n  in  t h a t  i t  re c o g n is e d  t h a t

c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t r e p r e s e n te d  an im p o rta n t s te p  fo rw ard  in  su rm oun ting

t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  w h i ls t  acknow ledging  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  n o t e n t i r e l y  e l im in a te

i t  ;

T here has to  be  some g u id an ce  (n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  in  n o te  form ) as  
to  how to  t a c k le  a  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t io n  . . .  T h e re fo re ,  some 
r e g u r g i t a t i o n  i s  u n a v o id a b le . I  b e l ie v e  i t  i s  m in im ise d , however,

3. PUPILS' PERCEIVED RESPONSE TO COURSE WORK ASSESSMENT

In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  h e ig h te n e d  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y ,  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s 

ment was p e rc e iv e d  a s  h av in g  a b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  on p u p i l s .  T h is  was . 

r e v e a le d  by Q u estio n  2 5 (x) w hich s t a t e d :

Many CSE p u p i l s  b e n e f i t  c o n s id e ra b ly  from  th e  Mode I  ap p roach  to  
exam ining  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich a llo w s  th e  work p rod u ced  d u r in g  th e  
c o u rse  to  d e te rm in e  th e  f i n a l  g ra d e .*

T his was a n o th e r  s ta te m e n t w hich commanded huge su p p o rt w ith  85% o f  th e

* Strongly Agree (17%), Agree (68%), Uncertain (9%), Disagree (3%),
Strongly Disagree (-), Invalid response(3%)
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sam ple a g re e in g .  There w as, how ever, a  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  low  r a t e  o f  s tro n g  

agreem ent w ith  o n ly  17% o f  th o s e  in  agreem ent o p tin g  f o r  th e  ‘'S t r o n g ly  

A gree" c a te g o ry . N e v e r th e le s s ,  o n ly  3% o f  th e  sam ple d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  

s ta te m e n t .

A number o f  re s p o n d e n ts  v o lu n te e re d  comments on t h i s  i s s u e  r e v e a l in g

t h a t  re a s o n s  f o r  a d o p tin g  t h i s  view  v a r ie d .  Some te a c h e r s  w ere m ost

im p ressed  by th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t on a t t i t u d e s  to  work.

For i n s ta n c e ,  112 rem arked :

I t  overcom es th e  u n f a i r n e s s  o f  a  o n e - o f f ,  o v e r k i l l  ex am in a tio n  . . .  
i t  h e lp s  a c h i ld  to  work b e t t e r  in  t h a t  th e  w hole y e a r 's  work i s  
ta k e n  s e r io u s ly .

O th e rs  em phasized  i t s  b e n e f i c i a l  im pact on en joym en t. Comparing e x te r n a l

exam ining  w ith  c o u rse  work a s s e s sm e n t, 105 c la im e d :

I  d o n 't  r e a l l y  see  th e  v a lu e  o f  making p e o p le  l e a r n ,  f o r  th e  sake 
o f  i t ,  f a c t s  t h a t  t h e y 'r e  j u s t  g o in g  to  f o r g e t .  I ' d  much r a t h e r  
p e o p le  w r i te  an e s sa y  on i t  and g e t th e  enjoym ent o u t o f  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  I  th in k  t h a t  b e in g  made to  l e a r n  f a c t s  and 
r e g u r g i t a t e ,  a s  f a r  a s  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  c o n c e rn e d , te n d s  to  s p o i l  th e  
enjoym ent . . .  I  th in k  th e r e  i s  q u i te  a  d e f i n i t e  p la c e  f o r  an 
e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n ; what I  s a id  o n ly  a p p l ie s  t o  l i t e r a t u r e .

103 made a s im i la r  p o in t  in  com paring h i s  work a s  an 0 -L e v e l m arker w ith

a s s e s s in g  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o s :

. . .  a s  0 -L e v e l m a rk e rs , we w ere u sed  to  m ark ing  th e  b e s t  
c o n s id e re d  and b e s t  remembered th o u g h ts  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  b u t what 
we w ere m arking  in  th e  f o l i o s  . . .  was th e  i n d i v id u a l i t y  o f  th e  
c h i ld  h av in g  to u c h ed  upon a  them e. We w ere lo o k in g  a t  f a r  more 
o r i g i n a l i t y  . . .  The id e a  was to  expose th e  c h i ld r e n  to  som eth ing  
t h a t  w ould c a tc h  t h e i r  im a g in a tio n s  . . .  I t ' s  much more c r e a t iv e  
and im a g in a tiv e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c h i ld ;  th e  c h i ld  has g o t to  
re sp o n d .

Thus, th e  two p r in c i p a l  re a s o n s  f o r  a d o p tin g  th e  view  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t has a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on p u p i l s  w ere i t s  in f lu e n c e  on m o tiv a t io n  

and en joym ent.

4. WORKLOAD

C le a r ly ,  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t h as  been v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  in  s e v e r a l  

im p o rta n t a r e a s .  However, s in c e  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  p o s se s s e s  c e r t a i n
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in h e re n t  f la w s ,  i t  seemed p o s s ib le  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t m igh t a l s o  

d is p la y  w eaknesses p a r t i c u l a r  to  t h i s  mode o f  exam in ing .

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (196 3 ) p ro v id e d  th e  key  to  a  prob lem  

w hich i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t when i t  w arned t h a t ,

" . . .  te a c h e r s  w i l l  need  to  be c o n s ta n t ly  on t h e i r  g uard  a g a in s t  th e  danger 

o f  in c lu d in g  so much in  th e  s u b je c t  s y l la b u s e s  t h a t  th e r e  i s  no tim e  l e f t  

f o r  te a c h in g  w hich i s  n o t d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  ex am in a tio n s"  ( p . 2 7 ) .

The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  su g g e s ts  t h a t  t h i s  te n d e n c y  t o  o v e r lo a d  th e  s y l la b u s  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  m arked in  th e  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse  an d , a l th o u g h  . 

e x t e r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  a r e  som etim es acc u se d  o f  d is p la y in g  t h i s  f a u l t ,  i t  

a p p e a rs  to  be e s p e c i a l l y  a c u te  in  th e  ca se  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t.

The f i r s t  i n d i c a t io n  t h a t  t h i s  p ro c e d u re  was e s p e c i a l l y  on ero u s came

from  a q u e s tio n  w hich d id  n o t d e a l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t

b u t a sk e d  g e n e r a l ly  ab o u t th e  w ork load  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  CSE c o u rs e s .

Q u estio n  11 e n q u ire d :

How g r e a t  a re  th e  demands made by CSE E n g lish  c o u rse s  on y ou r 
tim e  and en erg y  a s  opposed  to  th e  demands made by th e  r e s t  o f  
y ou r te a c h in g  commitments?

(a ) e x tre m e ly  h ig h
(b ) h ig h e r  th a n  th e  demands made by th e  r e s t  o f  y ou r te a c h in g  

com m itm ents, b u t a c c e p ta b le
(c ) no d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  demands made by  th e  r e s t  o f  your 

te a c h in g  t im e ta b le
(d ) l e s s  demanding th a n  yo u r o th e r  te a c h in g  commitments

The demands a s s o c ia te d  w ith  CSE w ere p e rc e iv e d  to  be u n u s u a lly  h ig h .

Alm ost a  t h i r d  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  (30%) d e s c r ib e d  th e  demands a s ,  " e x tre m e ly  

h ig h "  and a lm o st h a l f  (48%) found them , " h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  made by t h e i r  

o th e r  te a c h in g  commitments b u t a c c e p ta b le " .  Thus, more th a n  th r e e - q u a r t e r s  

o f  th e  sam ple found  CSE p a r t i c u l a r l y  on ero u s and t h i s  c o n t r a s te d  s h a rp ly  

w ith  th e  t i n y  p ro p o r t io n  (2%) who re g a rd e d  CSE a s  l e s s  demanding and  15% who 

d e s c r ib e d  th e  demands a s ,  "no d i f f e r e n t  from  th o s e  made by t h e i r  o th e r  

te a c h in g  com m itm ents".*

* Some re sp o n d e n ts  in  t h i s  c a te g o ry  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  worked in
L e i c e s te r s h i r e  Upper S choo ls  where m ost c l a s s e s  w ere ex am in a tio n  c la s s e s  
and w here o th e r  c o u rse s  a l s o  em ployed c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t and th e  Mode 3 
s t y l e  o f  exam in ing . 5% o f  th e  re sp o n se s  t o  t h i s  q u e s tio n  w ere in v a l id .
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T his f in d in g  d id  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  su g g e s t t h a t  th e  demands o f  CSE 

co u ld  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  u se  o f  co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. However, th e  

fo llo w in g  q u e s tio n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  beyond d o u b t. Q u estio n  12 was u sed  to  

i d e n t i f y  th o s e  e lem en ts  o f  CSE w hich w ere re g a rd e d  a s  m ost o n e ro u s . I t  

com prised  th e  fo llo w in g  l i s t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w hich w ere known from  th e  

i n i t i a l  in te rv ie w s  t o  be  p o t e n t i a l l y  demanding and th o s e  re s p o n d e n ts  who 

had in d ic a te d  in  Q u estio n  11 t h a t  th e  demands o f  CSE w ere h ig h  w ere ask ed  

to  s p e c ify  w hich o f  them  a p p l ie d  in  t h e i r  own c a s e .

ACTIVITY % RESPONSE .RATE

( i )  The p la n n in g  o f  a p p r o p r ia te  work 6?

( i i )  The m ark ing  and ra n k in g  o f  work w hich c o n t r ib u te s  to
c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse  work f o ld e r s  91

( i i i )  The c h a s in g  up o f  work w hich h as  n o t been  handed i n ,
b u t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  co m p le tio n  o f  th e  co u rse  
work f o ld e r  8 l

( iv )  The agreem ent t r i a l s ,  c ro s s -m o d e ra tio n  o r  s t a n d a r d i 
s a t io n  m ee tin g s  e t c .  w hich a re  n e c e s s a ry  in  o rd e r  to  
e s t a b l i s h  a  d e p a r tm e n ta l o r  group s ta n d a rd  35

(v) The s h e e r  volume o f  work r e q u ir e d  by  th e  s y l la b u s  39

(v i)  The volume o f  work n e c e s s i t a t e d  by f i n a l  i n t e r n a l
m o d e ra tio n  p ro c e d u re s  54

( v i i )  P le a se  s p e c if y  any o th e r  c o n t r ib u to r y  f a c to r s  l8

The to p - s c o r in g  ite m  was ( i i )  w hich a  s t r i k i n g l y  h ig h  91% s in g le d  o u t .  The

comments w hich th e y  made abou t t h i s  a s p e c t o f  t h e i r  work w ere in fo rm a tiv e  :

Most members o f  my d ep artm en t f e e l  t h a t  th e  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e  
e s sa y s  a re  v e ry  tim e-consum ing  . . .  th e  mark lo a d  i s  v e ry  heavy 
f o r  each  t e a c h e r .  (Q34i )

T h e re 's  a  trem endous m ark ing  lo a d  . . .  i t ' s  a d r a in  on th e  e n e rg ie s  
o f  everybody . (113)

The freedom  i t  ( i . e .  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm e n t)  sh o u ld  g iv e  you i s  
e l im in a te d  b eca u se  th e  energ y  and e n th u s ia sm  w hich sh o u ld  go in to  
e v o lv in g  a way o f  te a c h in g  and p re p a r in g  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t s  f o r  
p r e s e n ta t io n  . . .  i s  sucked  o u t o f  you by th e  90 -  95% o f  
a sse ssm en t and a d m in is t r a t io n  . . .  o f  th e  m ountains o f  w r i t t e n  work 
w hich t h e y 'r e  fo rc e d  to  p ro d u ce . ( I l6 )

The second h ig h e s t  s c o r in g  ite m  a l s o  co nce rned  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t w ith

8l% o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  ite m  ( i i i )  a p p l ie d  to  them .

R e fe r r in g  to  th e  Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u ire m e n ts , Q334 a rg u ed  t h a t  :
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Much tim e  i s  s p e n t in  c h a s in g  c h i ld r e n  up w ith  f o ld e r  w ork , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  h e lp in g  th o s e  who have been  a b s e n t o r  m issed  
th e  o c c a s io n a l  p ie c e  o f  w ork. T here i s  no leew ay as th e y  need  
to  p roduce so  many p ie c e s  o f  w ork.

T hus, th e  two h ig h e s t  s c o r in g  item s w ere b o th  r e l a t e d  t o  co n tin u o u s

a s se s sm e n t. T h is  m eant t h a t  a lm o st a l l  o f  th o s e  who found  CSE e s p e c i a l l y

dem anding s in g le d  o u t p ro c e d u re s  r e l a t i n g  t o  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as

c o n t r ib u t in g  t o  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s . *

T h is  was co n firm ed  by  Q u estio n  1 5 (v ) w hich d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  th e

demands o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t .  I t  s t a t e d :

The d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in v o lv e d  in  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t 
a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  demanding o f  a  t e a c h e r ’s tim e  and e n e rg y .

R esponden ts w ere ask ed  t o  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t/ d i s agreem ent

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .* *  The re sp o n se  was one o f  overw helm ing su p p o r t w ith

87% a g re e in g  t h a t  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  dem anding o f  tim e  and e n e rg y . 38%

s t r o n g ly  a g re e d  in d i c a t i n g  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  f e e l in g  a ro u se d  by t h i s  i s s u e .

Nobody s t r o n g ly  d is a g re e d  and o n ly  9% d is a g re e d .

The demands o f  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t a re  u n d e r l in e d  by com paring th e

l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  w ith  th e  lan g u ag e  e x a m in a tio n . S ince  th e  language

component o f  th e  Mode I  s y l la b u s  i s  t e s t e d  by a f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  and th e

l i t e r a t u r e  component i s  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  compare

th e  two p ro c e d u re s .  R espondents c l e a r l y  found th e  lan g u ag e  ex am in a tio n

much l e s s  onerous th a n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  as th e  fo llo w in g  comments

d e m o n stra te  :

*

I  have alw ays found i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  d ev o te  ab o u t 80% o f  my 
te a c h in g  tim e  to  l i t e r a t u r e  in  o rd e r  to  co v er enough m a te r ia l  and 
com plete  th e  coursew ork . The re m a in in g  20% i s  n o t ad eq u a te  to  
co v er th e  lang u ag e  s y l la b u s .  (Q395)

O nly 18% o f  t h e  sam ple  m e n tio n e d  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  u n d e r  
i te m  ( v i i )  w h ich  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  l i s t  h ad  b e e n  f a i r l y  co m p re h en s iv e  
F u r th e rm o re ,  e a ch  a d d i t i o n a l  r e a s o n  w h ich  was m e n tio n e d  a c c o u n te d  f o r  
a  n e g l i g i b l e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e .

Strongly Agree (38%), Agree (49%), Uncertain (4%), Disagree (9%),
Strongly Disagree (-).
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I  spend  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  tim e  on th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  -  
p ro b a b ly  as much as 70%. (Q084)

In  p r a c t i c e ,  we f in d  t h a t  we spend  f a r  more tim e  on th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  . . .  i t  does te n d  to  dom inate  th e  f o u r th  and f i f t h  
y e a r  w ork. (112)

QO56 a l s o  found t h a t  i f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere to  b e  f u l f i l l e d ,  

" . . .  l i t t l e  le s s o n  tim e  i s  l e f t  f o r  lan g u ag e  w o rk ."

These comments su g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  was n o t s im p ly  t h a t  th e  language
!

e lem en t made l i g h t e r  demands th a n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l l a b u s .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  

th e  l i t e r a t u r e  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere so  onerous t h a t  many te a c h e r s  f e l t  

o b l ig e d  to  n e g le c t  lan g u ag e  in  o rd e r  t o  p roduce  th e  s h e e r  volume r e q u ir e d  

by th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o .  T h is  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  lan g u ag e  component was 

more s u s c e p t ib le  to  n e g le c t  th a n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  b eca u se  c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm e n t demands ta n g ib le  ev id en ce  o f  work com pleted  th ro u g h o u t th e  

co u rse  in  o rd e r  to  s e c u re  a  p a s s .  An e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n , w hich does n o t 

demand, " . . .  c o n s ta n t  v i s i b l e  r e s u l t s "  (Snowdon, 1965 , p .4 0 )  i s  much more 

p rone  to  n e g l e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  v y in g  f o r  tim e  w ith  a  c o n tin u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  e lem en t as i s  th e  case  w ith  EMREB's E n g lish  s y l la b u s .  T his n o t 

o n ly  e x p la in s  why th e  re sp o n d e n ts  te n d e d  t o  c o n c e n tra te  on l i t e r a t u r e  a t  

th e  expense  o f  la n g u a g e , i t  a l s o  e x p la in s  why c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  an 

in h e r e n t ly  more dem anding s t y l e  o f  e x a m in a tio n . T h is  p o in t  was u n d e r l in e d  

by 115 when she o b se rv ed  t h a t  w hereas a  c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n  u s u a l ly  

l a s t s  betw een two and th r e e  h o u r s , " I  d re a d  to  th in k  o f  th e  number o f  h ou rs 

w hich goes i n to  t e s t i n g  in  CSE."

S in ce  co u rse  work a sse ssm en t i s ,  by i t s  v e ry  n a t u r e ,  a  more demanding 

mode o f  e x a m in a tio n , i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  im p o r ta n t f o r  th e  c o u rse  re q u ire m e n ts  

to  be p i tc h e d  a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l .  The ev id en ce  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

s u g g e s ts  t h a t  co u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  a re  f r e q u e n t ly  m is p i tc h e d .  T h is 

s ta te m e n t i s  en d o rsed  n o t o n ly  by a c lo s e  s tu d y  o f  th e  Mode I  s y l la b u s  b u t 

a l s o  by  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ' d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  t h e i r  own Mode 3 s y l la b u s e s .  For 

in s ta n c e ,  113 e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  Mode 3 s y l la b u s  fo llo w ed  in  h i s  s c h o o l:
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, . .  demanded tw en ty  book rev iew s and tw e n ty - fo u r  o th e r  p ie c e s  
o f  w r i t t e n  work f o r  a f o ld e r  . . .  t h a t  means a  trem endous amount 
o f  w ork. Very few k id s  had  done th e  minimum by  th e  end o f  th e  
c o u r s e .

I t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  t h i s  s c h o o l was f in d in g  i t s  own s y l la b u s

d i f f i c u l t  to  com plete  s in c e  th e r e  w ere a l s o  lan g u ag e  re q u ire m e n ts  to  be

m et. Commenting on a n o th e r  Mode 3 s y l l a b u s ,  117 rem arked :

The s y l la b u s  does a llo w  f l e x i b i l i t y  and t h a t ' s  m a rv e llo u s
b u t a t  th e  same tim e  we have t o  g e t th ro u g h  so much w r i t t e n  work
t h a t  t h a t  l i m i t s  u s .

S y lla b u se s  such  as th e s e  le d  Q6o4 to  c o n fe ss  t h a t  a lth o u g h  he found th e

Mode 3 s t y l e  o f  exam in ing  a t t r a c t i v e ,  " . . .  th o s e  in  e x is te n c e  a re  s l i g h t l y

o f f - p u t t i n g  b eca u se  o f  co u rse  re q u ir e m e n ts ."

The p rob lem  was n o t c o n f in e d  to  Mode 3 s y l l a b u s e s . T here was a ls o

w id e sp re a d  co n ce rn  abou t Mode I ' s  demand f o r  s ix te e n  p ie c e s  o f  p ro s e  o f

a p p ro x im a te ly  500 words e a c h . There was g e n e ra l  agreem ent t h a t  t h i s

re q u ire m e n t was w e ll  w ith in  th e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  more a b le  p u p i l s  even

i f  i t  d id  ta k e  up m ost o f  th e  tim e  w hich was a l lo c a t e d  t o  E n g lis h .

However, d i f f i c u l t i e s  a ro se  when i t  came to  f u l f i l l i n g  th e s e  re q u ire m e n ts

w ith  l e s s  a b le  c a n d id a te s :

The l e s s  a b le  a re  n o t r e a l l y  c a p a b le  o f  ch u rn in g  o u t 8000 
w ords . . .  Many o f  them  a re  n o t r e a l l y  c a p a b le  o f  p ro d u c in g  500 
w ords p e r  p ie c e  o f  work . . .  so a lth o u g h  th e r e  needs t o  be  some 
s o r t  o f  minimum re q u ire m e n t ,  i t  i s  ex tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f u l f i l .

(105)

I  f in d  i t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  w ith  some c h i ld r e n  to  g e t s ix te e n  
l i t e r a r y - t y p e  e s sa y s  and g iv en  t h a t  a t  th e  b e s t  one o n ly  g e ts  
f iv e  fo r ty -m in u te  p e r io d s  each  w eek, two s u b je c t s  in te r tw in e d  in  
o n e , p lu s  th e  ex am in a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  a p a s s ,  make i t  v e ry  
d i f f i c u l t .  ( I l 4 )

The l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  f o r  th e  l e s s  a b le  has alw ays been  an a re a  
w hich has cau sed  some sc h o o ls  d i f f i c u l t i e s  ab o u t th e  amount o f  
tim e  w hich i s  d ev o ted  . . .  in  o rd e r  to  ach ie v e  th e  volume o f  work 
r e q u i r e d .  (IIO )

In  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  w h eth er th e s e  f e e l in g s  w ere w id e ly  s h a re d .

Q u estio n  2 5 ( i i )  s t a t e d :

The e f f o r t  n e c e s s a ry  by some c a n d id a te s  to  p roduce th e  r e q u ir e d  
volume o f  work in  th e  Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  ( l6  s e p a ra te  p ie c e s  
o f  work o f  ab o u t 500 w ords each) i s  ex tre m e ly  h ig h .
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Mode I  t e a c h e r s  w ere ask ed  t o  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t/ d i s a g re e 

ment w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .*  A t h i r d  o f  them  (32%) s t r o n g ly  ag re e d  and a 

f u r t h e r  40% a g re e d  w hich m eant t h a t  a lm o st th r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h i s  group 

f e l t  t h a t  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  was making "e x trem e ly  h ig h "  demands on 

some c a n d id a te s .  In  com parison  l e s s  th a n  a f i f t h  o f  them  (19%) d is a g re e d  

w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t .

A com parison  o f  th e s e  r e s u l t s  w ith  th o s e  f o r  Q u estio n  2 5 ( ix )  made i t

c l e a r  t h a t  i t  was th e  w r i t t e n  c o u rse  work w hich was th e  problem  -  n o t th e

re a d in g  re q u ire m e n t .  Q u estio n  2 5 ( ix )  s t a t e d :

The Mode I  re q u ire m e n t t h a t  c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld  have s tu d ie d  seven  
books o r  an e q u iv a le n t  amount o f  m a te r ia l  in  s h o r te r  works makes 
a p p ro p r ia te  demands on p u p i ls  in  te rm s o f  th e  amount o f  re a d in g  
th e y  sh o u ld  acco m p lish  d u rin g  th e  c o u rse .* *

Over tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  Mode I  re sp o n d e n ts  (69%) ag re e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t

and a  f u r t h e r  9% s t r o n g ly  a g re e d  w hich m eant t h a t  ov er th r e e - q u a r te r s  o f

th e  sam ple w ere s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  r e a d in g  req u ire m e n t w h ile  l e s s  th a n  a

te n th  (9%) w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d .  The g e n e ra l  consensus o f  o p in io n  was

p e rh ap s  b e s t  summed up by Q029 when he a rg u e d , " I t  i s  n o t th e  number o f

books w hich I  d is p u te  b u t  th e  volume o f  e s sa y  w o rk ."

I t  seems t h a t  E xam ination  B u l l e t i n  I 's  w arn ing  abou t th e  d angers  o f  

o v e r lo a d in g  th e  e x am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  ( p .27) has f r e q u e n t ly  gone unheeded. 

The q u e s t io n  t h i s  r a i s e s  i s  : why i s  th e  w ork load  so f r e q u e n t ly  m isp itc h e d ?

I t  seems p ro b a b le  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t 's  image as a  " s o f t  o p tio n "  i s  

a f a c t o r  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  t h i s  te n d en cy  to  o v e r lo a d  th e  s y l la b u s .  One s tu d y  

r e p o r te d  t h a t :

* S t r o n g ly  A gree (32% ), A gree (40% ), U n c e r ta in  (9%), D is a g re e  (19% ), 
S t r o n g ly  D is a g re e  ( - ) .

S t r o n g ly  A gree (9%), A gree (69%), U n c e r ta in  ( l l % ) .  D is a g re e  (7%), 
S tr o n g ly  D is a g re e  (2% ), I n v a l i d  R esponse  (2% ).
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The s t a t u s  o f  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t was a l lu d e d  to  on a  nuqiber o f  
o c c a s io n s  . . .  Some f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  re g a rd e d  by many b o th  w ith in  
and o u ts id e  th e  p r o f e s s io n  a s  a  s o f t  o p tio n  w hich g iv e s  th e  la z y  
and in com peten t t e a c h e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  g e t by w ith o u t th e  
d i s c i p l in e  o f  m easu rin g  up to  a c c e p ta b le  e x t e r n a l  c r i t e r i a .

(E x a m in a tio n s  B u l l e t i n  31 , 1975» P*8l)

Thus, i t  seems p ro b a b le  t h a t  r ig o ro u s  c o u rse  re q u ire m e n ts  may be seen  in

p a r t  as a  d e fen ce  m echanism , an a tte m p t to  c o u n te r  th e s e  c r i t i c i s m s .

102 re g a rd e d  th e  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  as  a n o th e r  im p o rta n t f a c t o r  in  t h i s :

. . .  when you have a  t e a c h e r - c o n t r o l l e d  e x a m in a tio n , th e y  w i l l  
want to  p u t in to  th e  exam e v e ry th in g  t h a t  i s  d e s i r a b le  from  an 
e d u c a t io n a l  p o in t  o f  view  . . .  an ex am in a tio n  i s  a sam pling  
p ro c e s s  and v e ry  o f te n  i f  m is ta k e s  a re  made in  t e a c h e r - c o n t r o l l e d  
exam s, i t  i s  b eca u se  th e y  want to  push  e v e ry th in g  in .

102 drew  a t t e n t i o n  t o  an  im p o r ta n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  w h ich  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  b l u r r e d

in  th e  p r a c t i c a l  s e t t i n g  betw een th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and th e  exam ining

s y l la b u s .  An ex am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  s e l e c t i v e  w hereas a

t e a c h in g  s y l l a b u s  s h o u ld  be  r i c h e r  an d  b r o a d e r .  When t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s

b l u r r e d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  v a ry  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e

e x a m in in g  p r o c e d u r e .  W ith  an  e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a t io n , t h e  d a n g e r  i s  t h a t  t h e

te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  w i l l  c o n t r a c t  to  become synonymous w ith  an exam ining

s y l l a b u s  w h ich  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d .  In  a  c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u r s e ,

th e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  d an g e r: th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  i s  l i a b l e  to  become

o v e rlo a d e d  by  an o v e r-a m b itio u s  ex am in a tio n  s y l la b u s .

5. THE EFFECTS OF EXCESSIVE COURSE WORK REQUIREMENTS

S ince  o v e r lo a d in g  i s  such  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  c o n t in u o u s ly

a s s e s s e d  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  d e te rm in e  i t s  e f f e c t s .  As f a r  a s  t h e

c a n d id a te  i s  c o n ce rn ed , one p ro b a b le  outcome i s  t h a t  th e  enjoym ent o f

re a d in g  i s  m arred :

The p r e s e n t  re q u ire m e n t o f  l6  e s sa y s  f o r  a l i t e r a t u r e  f o ld e r  i s  
a  penance f o r  m ost m id d le -ra n g e  and c e r t a i n l y  a lm ost a l l  low - 
a b i l i t y  c a n d id a te s  . . .  w hich m i l i t a t e s  s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t  o n e ’ s 
a t te m p ts  to  make re a d in g  e n jo y a b le . ( q471)

. . .  s h e e r  volume o f  l6  e s s a y s  i s  f a r  to o  demanding f o r  m ost 
p u p i l s  and f r e q u e n t ly  k i l l s  a l l  p o s s ib le  en th u s ia sm  f o r  
l i t e r a t u r e .  (Q217)
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T hus, even when a c o u rse  has  q u a l i t i e s  w hich ought to  make i t  e n jo y a b le

i . e .  freedom  f o r  th e  te a c h e r  to  choose h i s  own t e x t s  and to  d e v ise  h i s  own

a s s e s sm e n ts ,  t h i s  i s  e a s i l y  underm ined when th e  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts

a re  w rongly  p i tc h e d .

A no ther d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  i t  in d u c es  an u n b a lan ced  ap p ro ach  t o  th e

s u b je c t  a s  a  w hole:

W ith a below  av e ra g e  CSE g ro u p , I  f in d  i t  e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  
f i t  in  a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  l i t e r a t u r e  w ork. (Q335)

The l i t e r a t u r e  co u rse  i s  so o v e rb e a r in g  t h a t  i t  s to p s  th e  c h i ld r e n  
from  b e in g  a b le  t o  c o n c e n tr a te  on language  w ork . (Q334)

Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c e s s iv e  w ork load  -  a  f o ld e r  
o f  8 ,000  words i s  an e f f e c t iv e  way o f  lo s in g  m ost G rade 4 /5  
lan g u ag e  c a n d id a te s .  (Q155)

N eg lec t and an u n b a lan ced  ap p roach  a re  th e  p ro b a b le  consequences  o f  o v e r

lo a d in g  one e lem en t o f  th e  s y l la b u s .

The i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  c o u rse  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r .  113, who 

worked in  a  sc h o o l w here th e  co u rse  re q u ire m e n ts  w ere e x tre m e ly  h eav y , n o te d  

v a r io u s  ways in  w hich t h i s  u n d e m in e d  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  c o u rs e :

One o f  th e  p e rn ic io u s  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  c o u rse  i s  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  f e l t  
th e m se lv e s  t o  be fo rc e d  in to  g iv in g  k id s  w r i t t e n  work w hich was 
busy  w ork. I t  was work t h a t  f u l f i l l e d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  th e  co u rse  
r a t h e r  th a n  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  n eeds a t  t h a t  s ta g e .  For 
exam ple, i f  a  k id  g ra sp e d  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  "X" he m igh t be  asked  
to  w r i te  ab o u t i t  when th e  w r i t in g  added p ro b a b ly  n o th in g  a t  a l l  
to  h i s  o r  h e r  know ledge o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e .  T h a t’ s one o f  th e  bad  
e f f e c t s  o f  h av in g  such  a  l a r g e  demand o f  l i t e r a c y  in  CSE . . .
( I  w ould l i k e )  few er p ie c e s  o f  work so t h a t  k id s  can a c t u a l l y  go 
in to  s u b je c t s  in  g r e a t e r  d ep th  so t h a t  in s te a d  o f  s h o r t ,  sh a llo w  
argum ents . . .  th e y  m ight a c t u a l l y  do some r e s e a r c h  on th e  to p ic  
and  dev e lo p  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  w r i t in g  s k i l l s  . . .  N oth ing  i s  done 
t h a t  i s  ungraded  in  t h i s  p la c e  . . .  I ’m more i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  
prob lem s t h a t  a re  cau sed  f o r  th e  k i d s ’ p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  
For i n s t a n c e ,  I  th in k  t h a t  b eca u se  we mark e v e ry  s in g le  th in g  t h a t  
th e  k id  d o e s , t h e r e ’ s f a r  to o  l i t t l e  e x p lo ra to ry  w r i t in g  by them 
t h e r e ’ s a  p r e s s u re  on them  to  w r i te  f o m e d ,  c o n f id e n t s o lu t io n s  to  
th in g s  r a th e r  th a n  to  h o n e s t ly  e x p re s s  d oub ts  o r  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g s .

(113)

113 i s o l a t e d  th r e e  im p o rta n t ways in  w hich e x c e s s iv e  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  

can u n d e m in e  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  a c o u r s e . F i r s t l y ,  i t  c a u se s  w r i t t e n  

work to  be u n d e rta k e n  n o t b ecau se  i t  h as  an in h e re n t  e d u c a t io n a l  v a lu e  b u t a s  

an end in  i t s e l f  b ecau se  i t  f u l f i l s  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  s y l la b u s .  There
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i s  p r e s s u r e  on c a n d id a te s  to  "ch u rn  o u t"  work in  q u a n t i ty  r e g a r d le s s  o f  

i t s  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  l e a r n in g .  T h is ,  in  t u r n ,  can s h i f t  th e  em phasis away 

from  q u a l i t y  and o n to  q u a n t i ty  th e re b y  en co u ra g in g  c a n d id a te s  to  p roduce 

s u p e r f i c i a l  work r a t h e r  th a n  e x p lo r in g  i s s u e s  in  d e p th . F in a l ly ,  i t  can 

ex c lu d e  c e r t a i n  ty p e s  o f  w r i t in g .

I t  i s  n o t o n ly  th e  p u p i l  who i s  l i a b l e  to  s u f f e r .  E v idence from  o th e r  

p a r t s  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  can become a  heavy d r a in  on th e  

t e a c h e r ’ s tim e  and en e rg y : re s o u rc e s  w hich a re  f i n i t e .  Q u estio n  13 asked

th o s e  who had  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  found  CSE c o u rse s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  demand

in g : " . . .  how o f te n  do you f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  g iv e  a s  much e x t r a  o r

s p e c ia l  p r e p a r a t io n  to  th e  r e s t  o f  yo u r te a c h in g  commitments a s  you w ish  to  

g iv e ? "  A sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  group  (l4% ) s a id  t h i s  happened 

" f r e q u e n t ly "  w h ile  a much more s iz e a b le  group (66%) c la im e d  t h a t  i t  happened 

"som etim es" . T h is m eant t h a t  80% o f  t h i s  g roup found t h a t  t h e i r  CSE 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o c c a s io n a l ly  p re v e n te d  them  from g iv in g  th e  a t t e n t i o n  to  

t h e i r  o th e r  te a c h in g  commitments t h a t  th e y  w ished  to  g iv e .  T h is com pared 

w ith  th e  l6% who found  t h a t  t h i s  happened " r a r e ly "  and 4% who s a id  i t  

"n ev e r"  happened .

C le a r ly ,  p i t c h in g  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l  i s  

a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  a  c o n t in u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  c o u rs e . I t  h as  to  be remembered t h a t  in  th e  1 960 ’ s c o n tin u o u s  

a sse ssm en t was w id e ly  re g a rd e d  as  a  b re a k th ro u g h  w hich w ould r e l e a s e  

te a c h in g  from  th e  s t r a n g le h o ld  o f  e x t e r n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . However, th e  

ev id en ce  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  e x t e r n a l  

ex am in a tio n  may be re p la c e d  by a n o th e r  k in d  o f  ty ra n n y : t h a t  o f  th e  co u rse  

work f o l i o .

6 . CERTIFICATION

The r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  made a sh a rp  b re a k  w ith  e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  

a re a  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w hich had become a m a jo r i s s u e  in  th e  y e a rs  p re c e d in g
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th e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE. E d u c a t io n is t s  had  in c r e a s in g ly  u rg ed  th e  need  f o r  a 

new form  o f  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  an d , in  th e  e v e n t ,  a l l  b u t  one o f  th e  

fo u r te e n  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  d e c id e d  to  i s s u e  a s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  E n g lish . 

H ere , th e n ,  was an  a r e a  in  w hich th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  had  g e n u in e ly  a t te m p te d  

to  m eet th e  demands b e in g  made by e d u c a t io n i s t s .  In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  tw e lv e  

y e a rs  a f t e r  i t s  in t r o d u c t io n  in to  th e  E a s t M idland R eg io n , s in g le  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was abandoned in  fa v o u r  o f  d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n *  w hich q u ic k ly  

gave way to  a system  o f  f u l l y  s e p a ra te d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  in  lan g u ag e  and 

l i t e r a t u r e .  C le a r ly ,  an im p o rta n t s h i f t  in  a t t i t u d e s  had ta k e n  p la c e  

d u rin g  th e s e  y e a r s  s in c e  by 19T9 s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  had been  d is c a rd e d  in  

fa v o u r  o f  th e  v e ry  system  w hich i t  had  o r i g i n a l l y  succeeded*. S ince  

s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was an anathem a to  e n l ig h te n e d  E n g lis h  te a c h e r s  in  

th e  e a r l y  *6 0 ’ s ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  change was an im p o rta n t to p ic  fo r  

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  to  e x p lo re .

The q u e s t io n n a ir e  d e a l t  w ith  te a c h in g  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s e p a r a te ly  

b u t in  each  c a se  e n q u ire d  w hether re sp o n d e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  a  u n i f i e d  o r  a 

s e p a ra te  ap p ro ac h . Q u es tio n  l 6 ( i )  p robed  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards 

te a c h in g :

E n g lish  i s  one com plex and i n d i v i s i b l e  d i s c i p l i n e  and th e r e f o r e  
an in t e g r a te d  ap p ro ach  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  
i s  m ost a p p r o p r ia te .

R espondents w ere ask ed  t o  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag ree m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .* *  A lto g e th e r  o v e r tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  sam ple (68%)

fa v o u re d  th e  u n i f i e d  app ro ach  w ith  26% o f  them  o p tin g  f o r  th e  " S tro n g ly

A gree" c a te g o ry  in d i c a t in g  s tro n g  commitment to  t h i s  ap p ro ach  am ongst a

s iz e a b le  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple. A lthough o n ly  a f i f t h  o f  th e  sam ple

* T h is  i s  a  h y b r id  form  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  w hich s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
a re  aw arded f o r  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  (a s  in  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n )  
b u t e n t r y  in  b o th  a r e a s  i s  com pulsory  (a s  in  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ) .

** S tro n g ly  A gree (26% ), A gree (42%), U n c e rta in  (13%), D isag ree  (1T%), 
S tro n g ly  D isag ree  (2%)
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(19%) d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t ,  th e  u n i f i e d  app ro ach  to  te a c h in g  d id  

n o t command th e  s tro n g  su p p o rt w hich c e r t a i n  item s had e n jo y e d . N ev erth e 

l e s s ,  m ost te a c h e r s  w ere s t i l l  com m itted  to  th e  ap p roach  w hich was 

s t r o n g ly  recommended in  th e  I960*s .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  lOU c la im e d ;

No ap p ro ach  to  E n g lish  can  he c o n s id e re d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i f  i t  
d is r e g a r d s  one e lem en t o f  E n g lis h . The lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  
a s p e c ts  o f  E n g lis h  m ust complement and in fo rm  each  o th e r .

110 a g re e d :

E n g lis h  i s  one s u b je c t  and i n d i v i s i b l e  . . .  To c o n s id e r  do ing  
lan g u ag e  p u re ly  and  sim p ly  on i t s  own . . .  i s  a lm o st th e  
e q u iv a le n t  o f  te a c h in g  a  c h i ld  M etalw ork Theory and n ev e r 
l e t t i n g  him n e a r  a l a th e  . . .  th e  v a lu e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  
te a c h in g  o f  lan g u ag e  a re  enormous so t h a t  I  w ould su g g e s t t h a t  
i t  i s  a lm o st im p o ss ib le  to  se e  how you can te a c h  lan g u ag e  ex ce p t 
th ro u g h  th e  medium o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

T his v iew , t h a t  good E n g lish  te a c h in g  fu s e s  th e  s e p a ra te  e le m e n ts , was

w id e ly  h e ld :

. . .  th e  b e s t  lan g u ag e  te a c h in g  a r i s e s  from  a s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  
Only by showing c h i ld r e n  good w r i t in g  and g e t t i n g  them to  
a p p r e c ia te  good w r i t in g  . . .  can  you hope t h e i r  own w r i t in g  w i l l  
d e v e lo p . (109)

T his d e s i r e  to  i n t e g r a t e  E n g lis h  was a l s o  e v id e n t in  th e  re sp o n se s  to  

Q u estio n  2 5 ( i ) :

A CSE l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  sh o u ld  s t i p u l a t e  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  a l l  
th e  m ain b ra n c h e s  o f  E n g lis h  l i t e r a t u r e  (p ro s e ,  p o e try  and 
d ram a).*

An im p re s s iv e ly  w ide consensus em erged on t h i s  i s s u e  w ith  a lm ost h a l f  o f  th e

e n t i r e  sam ple (47%) o p tin g  f o r  th e  " S tro n g ly  A gree" c a te g o ry  and a lm o st a s

many a g a in  (42%) a g re e in g .  T h is meant t h a t  th e  overw helm ing m a jo r i ty

opposed  th e  ty p e  o f  s y l la b u s  w hich fra g m e n ts  l i t e r a t u r e  and f a c i l i t a t e s  th e

n e g le c t  o f  any p a r t  o f  i t .  Only 4% fa v o u re d  such  a s y l la b u s .  The comments

on t h i s  to p i c  convey som eth ing  o f  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  f e e l in g  i t  a ro u se d :

. . .  i t  would be a g r e a t  m is ta k e  t o  a llo w  te a c h e r s  to  om it any 
m ajo r b ra n c h  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  (Q239)

S u re ly  no l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  can be c a l l e d  t h a t  w ith o u t drama 
and p o e try  as  p a r t .  (Q275)

* Strongly Agree (47%), Agree (42%), Uncertain (4%), Disagree (3%),
Strongly Disagree (l%). Invalid response (3%)
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. . .  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  i s  . . .  an i n t e g r a te d  
app ro ach  to  l i t e r a t u r e  -  n o t a s e t  hook ap p roach  -  h u t a 
c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  a l l  form s o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  ( lO l)

C le a r ly ,  th e  d e s i r e  t o  u n ify  E n g lish  was n o t c o n fin e d  t o  opposing  th e

" l a n g - l i t "  d iv i s io n .  T each ers  a p p l ie d  t h i s  p re c e p t t o  th e  s u b je c t

g e n e r a l ly  and w ere n o t s a t i s f i e d  w ith  a  t r e a tm e n t o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich would

underm ine th e  g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  w h o len ess .

When i t  came to  c e r t i f i c a t i o n , . a  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e

em erged. Three m ethods o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w ere s p e c i f i e d  ( s i n g l e ,  d u a l and

s e p a r a te )  and re s p o n d e n ts  w ere a sk ed  to  in d i c a te  w hich th e y  re g a rd e d  as

"most a p p r o p r ia te " .  S e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was by f a r  th e  m ost p o p u la r

m ethod w ith  o v e r h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple ( 56%) in d ic a t in g  a  p re fe re n c e  f o r  i t . *

The second  m ost p o p u la r  o p tio n  was d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a lth o u g h  o n ly  j u s t

o v er a  f i f t h  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  (22%) o p te d  f o r  i t  and s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n

r a t e d  as th e  l e a s t  p o p u la r  p ro ced u re  w ith  l e s s  th a n  a f i f t h  o f  th e  sam ple

(19%) fa v o u r in g  i t .  Thus, a lth o u g h  m ost te a c h e r s  p r e f e r r e d  an in t e g r a te d

ap p roach  t o  te a c h in g ,  th e y  n e v e r th e le s s  w anted s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t e s .

A lthough  th e s e  a t t i t u d e s  m ight ap p ea r to  be im co m p a tib le , th e  t e a c h e r s  d id

n o t r e g a rd  them  as su ch . For in s ta n c e ,  105 a s s e r te d :  " E n g lish  i s  one

s u b je c t  and i n d i v i s i b l e  . . .  b u t  as f a r  as c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  co n ce rn ed , I

do w ant tw o ."  101 ag re e d : " I  th in k  you te a c h  i t  as one s u b je c t  and you

c e r t i f i c a t e  i t  as th r e e "  ( i . e .  la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  and o r a l ) .  T hus,

w h ile  a t t i t u d e s  to w ards an i n t e g r a t e d  te a c h in g  approach  have changed l i t t l e ,

th e r e  has been  a n o t ic e a b le  s h i f t  in  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

7. THE PREFERENCE FOR SEPARATE CERTIFICATION

S in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  does n o t ap p ea r to  have been  abandoned on 

e d u c a t io n a l  g ro u n d s. T here was no ev id en ce  o f  w id e sp re a d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w ith  th e  p h ilo so p h y  on w hich s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was b a se d  n o r a f e e l in g

* s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ( 56%), d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n  (22%), s in g le  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  (19%), u n c e r ta in  ( 3%)
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t h a t  i t  was im p r a c t i c a b le . The r e a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  ap p e a r to  have been  

p o l i t i c a l  and u t i l i t a r i a n .

A lthough  th e  CSE B oards th rew  a lm o st t h e i r  e n t i r e  w e ig h t b eh in d  

s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  GCE Boards c o n tin u e d  to  r e s i s t  th e  p re s s u re  f o r  

t h i s  w hich  u l t im a te ly  w orked a g a in s t  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  CSE. The f a c t  t h a t  

CSE p ro v id e d  o n ly  one c e r t i f i c a t e  in  E n g lish  w here GCE o f f e r e d  two 

r e in f o r c e d  th e  "po o r r e l a t i o n "  image w hich had a f f l i c t e d  CSE from  th e  

o u t s e t .

I  b ack ed  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  . . .  b eca u se  . . .  I  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
o u r s tu d e n ts  w ere n o t g e t t i n g  t h e i r  due d e s e r ts .w h e n  m easured 
a g a in s t  p eo p le  who w ere ta k in g  0 -L ev e l and o b ta in in g  two 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  as a g a in s t  t h e i r  one . . .  T h is  made CSE a  poor 
r e l a t i o n .  (I0 5 )

I  m a in ta in e d  from  th e  o u ts e t  . . .  t h a t  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
p u p i l s  w ould be s e rv e d  by th e r e  b e in g  two s e p a r a te  g ra d in g s ,  i f  
o n ly  b eca u se  t h a t  was th e  p ro ced u re  ad o p ted  by th e  GCE B oards.

(104)

E n g lish  te a c h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  th e y  w ere sp en d in g  an ex tre m e ly  la rg e  
amount o f  tim e  on te a c h in g  a  s u b je c t  w hich o n ly  gave one 
c e r t i f i c a t e .  You c o u ld  spend th e  same amount o f  tim e  te a c h in g  
E n g lish  f o r  GCE and CSE b u t f o r  GCE th e r e  w ere two c e r t i f i c a t e s  . .  . 
F u r th e rm o re , you a l s o  g o t two c e r t i f i c a t e s  i f  you sp e n t th e  same 
amount o f  tim e  on two o th e r  CSE ex am in a tio n  s u b je c t s .  ( I0 6 )

The d e s i r e  f o r  p a r i t y  w ith  GCE was th e  p r in c i p a l  re a so n  why te a c h e r s  began

to  p r e s s  f o r  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  J u s t  as th e  modern sc h o o ls  had  n e v e r

r e a l l y  su cceed ed  b eca u se  o f  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  g a in  p a r i t y  o f  esteem  w ith

grammar s c h o o ls  so to o  an e x am in a tio n  w hich b o re  obv ious i n e q u a l i t i e s  when

m easured  a g a in s t  GCE was n o t e n t i r e l y  a c c e p te d . As 109 p o in te d  o u t:

M eeting  a f t e r  m ee tin g  . . .  p eo p le  s a id  to  me: "We’r e  d o ing  our
c h i ld r e n  a  d i s s e r v ic e  b eca u se  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  w ant them  t o  g e t two 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  in  E n g lish  w hich th e y  w ould g e t i f  th e y  w ere ta k in g  
0 -L e v e l b u t  by ta k in g  CSE, even i f  th e y  g e t  a Grade I ,  t h e y ’ re  
o n ly  g e t t i n g  o n e ."

A lthough  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  a rg u ed  t h a t  CSE sh o u ld  be f r e e  to  develop  i t s  

own c h a r a c te r  and ap p ro ach es  in d e p en d en t o f  GCE, and t h a t  under no 

c irc u m s ta n c e s  sh o u ld  i t  become a  p a le  im i ta t io n  o f  0 -L e v e l ,  i t  was 

u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  im agine t h a t  i t  c o u ld  e scap e  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  more 

p r e s t i g io u s  e x a m in a tio n , e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  f e a tu r e s  w hich gave GCE th e
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edge o v e r CSE in  th e  employment m ark e t.

T h is  d e s i r e  f o r  e q u a l i ty  w ith  GCE was i n t e n s i f i e d  by  th e  im pending

re fo rm  o f  e x am in a tio n s  a t  l6 + :

W ith th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  r e o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  l6 +  ex am in a tio n s  and th e  
power s t r u g g le  t h a t ’ s l i k e l y  to  ensue . . .  i t  soon became 
a p p a re n t t h a t  one way f o r  E n g lish  to  a t  l e a s t  g e t some deg ree  o f
c o m p a ra b il i ty  was to  have s e p a r a te  e x a m in a tio n s . (I0 6 )

Thus, th e  re a so n s  why te a c h e r s  became d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  s in g le

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  m o s tly  f a l l  u n d er th e  h e a d in g  o f  " . . .  com m ercial v i a b i l i t y "

( 110).

T here w ere e d u c a t io n a l  grounds f o r  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  s e p a ra te

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a lth o u g h  th e s e  w ere by no means as  p r e s s in g .  F i r s t l y ,  th e r e

was th e  obv ious anom aly o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  c a r r y in g  o n ly  30% o f

th e  t o t a l  mark when i t  c l e a r l y  dom inated  th e  tim e  a l lo c a t e d  to  E n g lis h :

I  was alw ays opposed to  th e  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t e  on th e  grounds
t h a t  f a r  more tim e  had  to  be d ev o ted  to  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  e lem ent 
th a n  was r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m arks. (Q395)

Some te a c h e r s  a l s o  fa v o u re d  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  on th e  grounds t h a t

lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  demanded d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  and c a p a c i t i e s :

I t  seems t o  me t h a t  th e r e  i s  a consum er demand f o r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  
o f  com petence in  w r i t t e n  E n g lish  w hich we c a l l  E n g lish  lang u ag e  . . .  
I  th in k  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u i r e s  d i f f f e r e n t  
s k i l l s  and re sp o n s e s  and sh o u ld  be c e r t i f i c a t e d  s e p a r a t e ly .  ( lO l)

Some te a c h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  c o u ld  a c t u a l l y  p r e ju d ic e  t h e i r  p u p i l s ’ chances

o f  s u c c e s s :

I  d id  f e e l  s t r o n g ly  t h a t  we made a  m is ta k e  w ith  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  
E n g lish  was one s u b je c t  and one, t h e r e f o r e ,  would o n ly  have one 
c e r t i f i c a t e .  I  f e l t  t h a t  a l o t  o f  o u r s tu d e n ts  had  a b i l i t i e s  in  
one d i r e c t i o n  and n o t in  a n o th e r  and t h a t  t h i s  p ro b a b ly  b ro u g h t 
them  down to  a  lo w er g ra d e . (102)

In  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  how w id e ly  h e ld  t h i s  view  o f  E n g lish  w as.

Q u estio n  l6 ( x )  s t a t e d :

E n g lish  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  demand d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  and 
c a p a c i t i e s

and re sp o n d e n ts  w ere ask ed  to  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag ree m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t
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w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t* . A lthough  o n ly  T% s t r o n g ly  a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  

s ta te m e n t ,  a  f u r th e r  6l% a g re e d  w hich m eant t h a t  more th a n  tw o - th i r d s  o f  

th e  sam ple b e l ie v e d  t h a t  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  do demand d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  

and c a p a c i t i e s .  T here w as, how ever, a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m in o r i ty  (21%) who 

d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .

8. PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF SEPARATE CERTIFICATION

A g a in s t th e  ad v an tag es  o f  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  m ust be w eighed th e  

p o s s ib le  d isa d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  n e g le c t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  One o f  th e  main 

re a so n s  why s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was in t ro d u c e d  was to  e n su re  t h a t  a l l  

c h i ld r e n  r e c e iv e d  some l i t e r a r y  e d u c a tio n  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  E n g lish  s tu d ie s  

d u rin g  t h e i r  f i n a l  y e a rs  o f  s c h o o lin g  (se e  p . l 6 2 ) .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  t h i s  

may be l o s t  now t h a t  th e  s a fe g u a rd  o f  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  has been  rem oved. 

Many in te rv ie w e e s  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h i s  w ould be th e  con seq u en ce . For in s ta n c e ,  

112 saw t h e ,  " . . .  d e v a lu a tio n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e "  as th e  m ost l i k e l y  outcome o f  

s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I06 ag re e d : " . . .  a l l  i t  w i l l  do i s  underm ine th e  

p o s i t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . "

These f e a r s  a re  n o t unfounded ; even though  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

has  o n ly  b een  in  o p e ra t io n  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h ile ,  th e  p r e d ic te d  t r e n d s  a re  

a l re a d y  e v id e n t .  There has  been  a d e c l in e  in  th e  e n t r i e s  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  

r e l a t i v e  t o  th o s e  fo r  lan g u ag e  as th e  fo llo w in g  f ig u r e s  d e m o n s tra te .

EMREB FIGURES FOR LANGUAGE EMREB FIGURES FOR LITERATURE 
YEAR_____________(AS A % OF ALL CSE ENTRIES) (AS A % OF ALL CSE ENTRIES)

1977 43 . 7 4 2 .3

1978 45 . 5 4 3 .1

1979 49 . 1 4 1 .6

1980 50 . 3 39 .8

1981 4 1 .3 32 .3

1982 4 2 .3 31 .7

* Strongly Agree (7%), Agree (6l%), Uncertain (9%), Disagree (l9%).
Strongly Disagree (2%), Invalid response (2%).
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A lthough  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  c a n d id a te s  e n te r in g  f o r  lan g u ag e  ro s e  s t e a d i l y  

betw een  1977 and 1980, th e  o p p o s ite  t r e n d  was a p p a re n t in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  

e n t r i e s .  T hus, i t  was n o t s im p ly  a  m a tte r  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  e n t r i e s  

f a i l i n g  to  keep  pace  w ith  th e  r i s i n g  f ig u r e s  fo r  lan g u ag e  -  th e y  a c t u a l l y  

d ropped . Even th e  m ost r e c e n t  f ig u r e s  f o r  1981 and 1982, w here th e r e  h as  

b een  a  d e c l in e  in  th e  lan g u ag e  e n t r i e s ,  show t h a t  th e  pace o f  r e d u c t io n  in  

th e  l i t e r a t u r e  e n t r i e s  s t i l l  o u t s t r i p s  th e  d e c l in e  in  lan g u ag e  e n t r i e s .

L ess th a n  a  t h i r d  o f  a l l  c a n d id a te s  to o k  l i t e r a t u r e  in  1981 and 1982 and 

t h i s  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  how f a r  th e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  l i k e l y  to  

d e c l in e  o v e r a l l?  A lthough  i t  i s  o n ly  p o s s ib le  t o  s p e c u la te  on t h i s  i s s u e ,  

i t  i s  w o rth  b e a r in g  in  mind t h a t  o v e r tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  sam ple (68%) 

in d i c a te d  t h e i r  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  th e  p ro p e r  s tu d y  o f  E n g lis h  fu s e s  lan g u ag e  

and l i t e r a t u r e  i n to  a  u n i f i e d  w ho le . T eachers who ad h ere  to  t h i s  

p h ilo so p h y  a re  u n l ik e ly  to  n e g le c t  l i t e r a t u r e  as an e d u c a t io n a l  g o a l even 

though  th e y  d is c a r d  i t  as an ex am in a tio n  g o a l w ith  some p u p i l s .  N ev e rth e 

l e s s ,  as C h ap te r One show ed, th e  w o rth  a t t r i b u t e d  to  a  s u b je c t  i s  c lo s e ly  

l in k e d  w ith  i t s  ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s  and s in c e  th e  exam in ing  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  

i s  a l re a d y  d e c l in in g ,  an ebb in  b o th  th e  s t a t u s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and in  th e  

amount w hich  i s  s tu d ie d  a t  CSE seem in e v i t a b l e .

109 p r e d ic te d  t h a t  t h i s  d e c l in e  was l i k e l y  t o  be  s h a r p e s t  am ongst th e

l e a s t  a b le  c a n d id a te s :

Fewer and few er c h i ld r e n  a t  th e  Grade 3 l e v e l  and below  in  CSE 
w i l l  do any l i t e r a t u r e  in  t h e i r  f i n a l  two y e a rs  a t  s c h o o l.

T h is  c la im  was su p p o r te d  by th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ’ s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  th e  l e s s  a b le

p u p i l s  found b o th  th e  amount and ty p e  o f  work r e q u i r e d  by th e  l i t e r a t u r e

f o l i o  e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  (s e e  p p .1 8 9 -1 9 2 ). M oreover, s in c e  th e s e

c h i ld r e n  a re  u s u a l ly  weak l i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  th e  te a c h e r  may be te m p ted  to

c o n c e n tr a te  on lan g u ag e  work a t  th e  expense o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  As 109 w arned:

I f  p e o p le  a re  co n ce rn ed  w ith  d o ing  " b re a d  and b u t t e r "  CSE E n g lish  
la n g u a g e , c u l t u r a l  d e p r iv a t io n  c o u ld  be th e  r e s u l t .  Fewer and 
few er c h i ld r e n  a t  th e  Grade 3 l e v e l  and below  w i l l  do any 
l i t e r a t u r e  in  t h e i r  f i n a l  two y e a rs  a t  s c h o o l.
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T hus, c h i ld r e n  a t  o r  below  th e  Grade 3 l e v e l  form  th e  g roup  who a re  most 

a t  r i s k  from  t h i s  d e c l in e .  In  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  i t  i s  w orth  rem em bering t h a t  

th e  Newsom R ep o rt (1963 ) u rg ed  t h a t ,  "A ll p u p i l s ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  o f  very- 

l im i te d  a t ta in m e n ts ,  need  th e  c i v i l i s i n g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  c o n ta c t  w ith  g r e a t  

l i t e r a t u r e "  ( p . 1 5 5 ).

T h is  p ro v id e s  a f u r t h e r  re a s o n  why c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  m ust be 

p i tc h e d  a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l .  T h is  i s  n o t to  im ply t h a t  f ix in g  r e q u i r e 

ments i s  an e a sy  ta s k  in  CSE w hich i s  d e s ig n e d  to  c a t e r  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

w ide a b i l i t y  band  (UOth -  80 th  p e r c e n t i l e ) .  The ty p e  and amount o f  work 

w hich p u p i l s  a t  e i t h e r  e x tre m ity  o f  t h i s  a b i l i t y  band a re  c a p a b le  o f  

p ro d u c in g  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  w ide m aking th e  t a s k  o f  f ix i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

co u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  p e c u l i a r l y  d i f f i c u l t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  q u e s tio n  

demands a t t e n t i o n  i f  th e  c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  co u rse  i s  n o t to  a c t  as a 

d i s in c e n t iv e  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r a t h e r  th a n  a  complement t o  i t .

9 . THE UNIFICATION OF ENGLISH AND DIFFERENT METHODS OF CERTIFICATION

A lthough  EMREB u sed  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  tw e lv e  y e a r s ,  u l t im a te ly  

th e r e  a re  q u e s tio n s  abou t i t s  su c c e ss  in  c a r ry in g  th e  u n i f i e d  co n cep t o f  

E n g lish  th ro u g h  t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n . T h is  was a  p r in c i p l e  o f  th e  

u tm ost im p o rtan ce  d u r in g  th e  fo rm a tiv e  p e r io d  o f  CSE. F or in s ta n c e ,  

W hitehead (1965 ) a rg u ed  t h a t  a ,  " . . .  u n i f i e d  co n cep t o f  E n g lish  . . .  nowadays 

u n d e r l ie s  o u r b e s t  te a c h in g  o f  i t  . . .  th e  p la c e  o f  r e a d in g  and l i t e r a t u r e  

( i s )  w ith in  a  u n i f i e d  e x am in a tio n  in  E n g lish "  ( p . 2 7 5 ). L ik e w ise , t h e  SSEC 

(196U) recommended t h a t  0 -L ev e l lan g u ag e  ex am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  be r e p la c e d  

by  "E n g lish "  e x am in a tio n s  w hich t e s t e d ,  " . . .  a use  o f  lan g u ag e  h a v in g  l in k s  

w ith  th e  b e s t  ty p e s  o f  E n g lish  w r i t i n g  and en co u ra g in g  w ide r e a d in g  o f  

t h e s e " ( p .2 0 ) . However, EMREB n ev e r r e a l l y  e f f e c t e d  t h i s  fu s io n  o f  lan g u ag e  

and l i t e r a t u r e  w hich was th e  g o a l o f  e d u c a t io n i s t s .  T here was a w r i t t e n  

lan g u ag e  ex a m in a tio n  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  50% o f  th e  t o t a l  m ark, a l i t e r a t u r e



202

f o l i o  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  30% and th e  rem a in in g  20% was a l lo c a t e d  t o  an o r a l  

t e s t .  The marks f o r  each  component w ere s im p ly  added to g e th e r  t o  g iv e  a  

f i n a l  g rade in  E n g lis h . NATE (1965) was c r i t i c a l  o f  t h i s  ap p roach  a rg u in g  

t h a t :

. . .  an agreem ent t o  add to g e th e r  p e rc e n ta g e s  f o r  " lan g u ag e "  and 
" l i t e r a t u r e "5 as some p a n e ls  p ro p o se , does n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a 
u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  E n g lis h  w ork , though  i t  i s  a  n e c e s s a ry  s te p  in  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  ( p . 4)

NATE re g a rd e d  t h i s  as an in te r im  m easure w h ile  th e  p a n e ls  ex p e rim en ted  w ith

new ap p ro ach es to  exam in ing . For th e  f u tu r e ,  i t  u rg ed  a l l  p a n e ls  t o  make

a  " . . .  co n sc io u s  e f f o r t  to  d ev e lo p  t a l k i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and r e a d in g  'a s  an

o rg a n ic  w h o le '"  ( p . 4 ) .  C le a r ly ,  NATE was n o t recommending th e  ty p e  o f

co sm etic  s u rg e ry  w hich w ould p l a s t e r  o v e r th e  d iv i s io n s  betw een  lan g u ag e

and l i t e r a t u r e .  I n s te a d  i t  fa v o u re d  th e  k in d  o f  r a d i c a l  in n o v a tio n s  w hich

w ould e l im in a te  them  a l to g e th e r .  These developm ents have n e v e r  ta k e n  p la c e

in  EMREB's s y l la b u s  w hich p re s e rv e d  th e  s e g re g a t io n  o f  E n g lish  in to

c o n v e n tio n a l c o n te n t  a re a s  u n d er th e  u m b re lla  o f  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

A lthough t h i s  a llo w ed  te a c h e r s  to  t r e a t  t h e i r  s u b je c t  as a  u n i f i e d  w h o le ,

th e  a c tu a l  form  o f  th e  e x am in a tio n  was d iv i s i v e .

T his has become even more p rom inen t u nder s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w hich

a c t u a l l y  s t r e n g th e n s  d iv i s i o n s .  Under s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  " l a n g - l i t "

boundary  w as, t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  r e la x e d .  For in s ta n c e ,  u n t i l  19TT, i t

was p o s s ib le  t o  in c lu d e  a  w ide ran g e  o f  w r i t t e n  work in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l io :

. . .  a f i n a l  a sse ssm e n t . . .  must be b a se d  upon th e  o r i g i n a l  
w r i t i n g  t h a t  th e  c a n d id a te  has  done . . .  b u t  an a llo w an ce  sh o u ld  
be made in  th e  a sse ssm en t f o r  p r iv a t e  r e a d in g ,  v o lu n ta ry  w r i t t e n  
work and r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  o u t by th e  c a n d id a te ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  ev id en ce  o f  t h i s .  I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  a llo w  f o r  v o lu n ta ry  
c r e a t iv e  w r i t i n g  in  p ro s e ,  p o e try  and drama as a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  
c o u rse  . . .  In  a d d i t io n ,  o r i g i n a l  work a r i s i n g  from  l i t e r a t u r e  
q u i te  in d e p en d en t o f  th e  a re a s  b e in g  s tu d ie d  ( e .g .  as a  r e s u l t  o f  
a  b ro a d c a s t  s e r i e s ,  a  t h e a t r e  v i s i t  e t c . )  may be  in c lu d e d  in  th e  
f o l i o .  (Mode 1 S y lla b u s ,  1976, p . 5)

The form  w hich th e s e  p ie c e s  c o u ld  ta k e  was n o t c lo s e ly  d e f in e d ,  a ss ig n m e n ts

b e in g  d e s c r ib e d  s im p ly  as " p ie c e s  o f  w ork". However, w ith  th e  in t r o d u c t io n

o f  s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  came an end to  t h i s  f l e x i b l e  ap p ro ac h . The
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s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  work m ight h e  in c lu d e d  w hich was n o t s t r i c t l y  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n  o f  t e x t s  was rem oved. The form  w hich ass ig n m en ts  m igh t ta k e  a l s o  was 

more r i g i d l y  d e f in e d  a f t e r  19TT when " p ie c e s  o f  work" was re p la c e d  by 

" c o n tin u o u s  p ro s e "  th u s  p r o h ib i t in g  a l l  re sp o n se s  w hich d id  n o t ta k e  t h i s  

form . C le a r ly ,  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  has  b ro u g h t a  more p r e c i s e  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  n a rro w er ran g e  o f  w r i t t e n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I 06 e x p la in e d  why 

i t  had  c r y s t a l l i s e d  th e  d iv i s io n  betw een  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  th u s  :

. . .  one o f  th e  S choo ls  C o u n c il and CSE r e g u la t io n s  i s  t h a t  you 
c a n ’t  r e c e iv e  two c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  th e  same k in d  o f  w ork. I f  
c r e a t iv e  work i s  g o in g  t o  ap p ea r in  Mode I  lan g u ag e  p a p e r s ,  th e n  
we c a n ’t  r e a l l y  g iv e  i t  w e ig h t in  a  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n  . . .  n o t 
g ru d g in g ly , we a c c e p te d  t h a t  you c o u ld n ’t  r e a l l y  have c r e a t iv e  
work in  a  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o .

Q u es tio n  2 5 ( i i i )  was d e s ig n e d  to  d is c o v e r  how re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  abou t th e

rem oval o f  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  in c lu d e  a  w id e r ran g e  o f  re sp o n s e s  in  th e

l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o .  I t  s t a t e d :

I t  i s  r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t  o n ly  p ie c e s  o f  co n tin u o u s  p ro se  a re  
c o n s id e re d  s u i t a b l e  f o r  in c lu s io n  in  th e  Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o ,  
le a v in g  o u t o th e r  ty p e s  o f  re sp o n se  ( e .g .  a c r e a t iv e  re sp o n se  o r  
com prehension  q u e s tio n s  r e q u i r in g  ex ten d ed  a n sw e rs ) .

Mode I  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere i n v i t e d  t o  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  a g re e m e n t/d is 

agreem ent w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t* . T here was a  m arked te n d e n c y  to  r e g r e t  t h i s  

developm ent w ith  a  q u a r te r  o f  th e  g roup o p tin g  f o r  th e  " S tro n g ly  A gree" 

c a te g o ry  and a  f u r t h e r  42% a g re e in g .  T h is  m eant t h a t  o v e r a l l  tw o - th i r d s  o f  

th e  group (6T%) opposed t h i s  developm ent com pared w ith  l e s s  th a n  a  f i f t h  

(l8%) who d id  n o t .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w ould have p r e f e r r e d  to  use  

a more c a th o l ic  ran g e  o f  w r i t t e n  a c t i v i t i e s  th a n  r e c e n t  s y l la b u s e s  have 

a llo w ed .

The comments w hich w ere v o lu n te e re d  a re  u s e f u l  f o r  e lu c id a t in g  

r e s p o n d e n ts ’ v iew s on t h i s  t o p i c .  Some q u e s tio n e d  th e  assum ption  t h a t  

re sp o n se  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  sh o u ld  n e c e s s a r i ly  ta k e  th e  form  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l

* Strongly Agree ( 2 5 % ) ,  Agree (42%), Uncertain ( 1 5 % ) ,  Disagree (l4%).
Strongly Disagree (4%).
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c r i t i c i s m / i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  :

The n a tu re  o f  th e  re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e  demanded by th e  p r e s e n t  
Mode I  s y l la b u s  i s  to o  academ ic and r e s t r i c t e d .  C an d id a tes  who 
a r e  r e a l l y  c a p a b le  o f  re sp o n d in g  in  such an a n a ly t i c  way . . .  w i l l  
p ro b a b ly  be d o ing  0 -L ev e l any way. (Q388)

113 ag re e d :

The c r i t i c a l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a t e r r i f i c a l l y  h ig h  
l e v e l  s k i l l .  I t  a sk s  f i r s t  t h a t ,  ta k in g  f o r  exam ple a  s to r y ,  th e  
k id s  sh o u ld  have r e a d  th e  s to r y ,  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  have u n d e rs to o d  
th e  p l o t  and g ra sp e d  som eth ing  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  and th e n ,  
on to p  o f  t h a t ,  i t  a sk s  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  be a b le  to  i d e n t i f y  
w ith in  th e  t e x t  re a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  own re sp o n se  . . .  T h a t’ s an 
in c r e d ib ly  d i f f i c u l t  d is ta n c in g  o p e ra t io n  . . .  I t ' s  e v a lu a t iv e ,  
i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  s y n th e t ic  and i t  in v o lv e s  a l o t  o f  ju d g m en ta l 
s k i l l s  and th e  u se  o f  ev id en ce  a s  w e l l .  I  t h in k  t h a t  th e y  a r e  
i n c r e d ib ly  d i f f i c u l t  s k i l l s  and y e t  t h a t ,  a s  I  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  i s  
w hat s ta n d a rd  CSE " l i t .  c r i t . "  a sk s  o f  k id s  . . .  I s  t h a t  a good
g o a l to  have and , s e c o n d ly , a re  th e r e  b e t t e r  g o a ls  t h a t  one m ight 
have t h a t  a re  more s u i t e d  to  th e  age and a b i l i t y  group?

A b e t t e r  g o a l ,  a s  f a r  a s  113 was c o n c e rn e d , was a  more c r e a t iv e  ap p ro ach :

. . .  t h e r e  i s  a  v e ry  s tro n g  argum ent f o r  in c lu d in g  such th in g s  as 
c r e a t iv e  re sp o n s e s  w hich a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l a t e d  to  a g iv e n  
t e x t  and  a r e  rew arded  in  so f a r  a s  th e y  a re  seen  to  be a re sp o n se  
t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t ,  so th e y  d o n 't  j u s t  happen to  be good poems 
o r  good s t o r i e s  b u t have o b v io u s ly  a s s im i la te d  som eth ing  abou t th e  
n a tu re  o f  one t e x t  and t r i e d ,  in  some s e n s e ,  to  r e c r e a te  som ething 
o f  t h a t  t e x t  in  th e  new p ie c e  o f  w r i t in g .  I  th in k  t h a t  i s  one o f  
th e  v e ry  im p o rta n t ways o f  l e a r n in g  abou t books and r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  
o n e 's  own l i f e  . . .  One i s  h idebound  in  a  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rse  by 
t h i s  c r i t i c a l  em phasis . I  want k id s  to  ex p erim en t w r i t in g  t h e i r  
own p o e try  p a r t l y  b ecau se  in  th e  lo n g  te rm  I  th in k  i t  w i l l  d evelop  
t h e i r  own re sp o n se  and t h e i r  own c r i t i c a l  a b i l i t y  . . .  th e  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c a l  ap p ro a c h , when i t  i s  d iv o rc e d  from  th e  c r e a t iv e  s id e ,  i s
harm ed; th e y  b o th  lo s e  o u t .

Q0T3 ag re e d :

I  f e a r  t h a t  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a  " c r e a t iv e  re s p o n se "  . . .  h as done 
g r e a t  harm in  en co u ra g in g  an in a p p r o p r ia te ly  "academ ic" app ro ach  
to  l i t e r a t u r e .  A g e n u in e , p e r s o n a l ,  c r e a t iv e  re sp o n se  can 
in d i c a te  a c c u r a te ly  th e  p u p i l 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  t e x t .

C le a r ly ,  many o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  c r e a t iv e  app roach  

has an im p o r ta n t r o l e  to  p la y  in  e v a lu a t in g  re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e .

However, a s  I06  p o in te d  o u t ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  an im p o rta n t c o n s id e r a t io n  

w hich may be an o b s ta c le  to  in c lu d in g  t h i s  ty p e  o f  w ork. In d e e d , a lth o u g h  

many re s p o n d e n ts  fa v o u re d  com bining an in t e g r a te d  ap p ro ach  to  te a c h in g  

w ith  s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  two a re  h o t c o m p a tib le . S e p a ra te
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c e r t i f i c a t i o n  demands t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  ex am in a tio n s  t e s t  d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s .  

Thus, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see  how s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  w ith  i t s  em phasis 

on s e g r e g a t io n ,  can h e  com bined w ith  a  u n i f i e d  approach  t o  te a c h in g  w hich 

i n s i s t s  on i n t e g r a t i o n .  U l t im a te ly ,  th e s e  two app ro ach es  a re  in c o m p a tib le  

and th e  a t te m p t to  combine them  in  a c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse  i s  bound 

to  c r e a te  i n c o n s i s t e n c ie s .

S e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  h ig h l ig h t s  th e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t r e a t i n g

E n g lis h  as an a g g re g a tio n  o f  s e p a ra te  com ponents. For in s t a n c e ,  when a

re c o g n ise d  w r i t e r  c r e a te s  p r o s e ,  p o e try  o r  dram a, h i s  f in i s h e d  p ro d u c ts  a re

t r e a t e d  as l i t e r a t u r e  b u t  when a  c h i ld  p ro d u ces  s im i la r  w ork , i t  i s

c a te g o r is e d  as la n g u a g e . M oreover, t h i s  c r e a t iv e  u se  o f  la n g u ag e  i s

in v a r i a b ly  r e q u i r e d  on a  lan g u ag e  p a p e r  b u t  i s  r a r e l y  t e s t e d  in  a

l i t e r a t u r e  e x a m in a tio n . S in ce  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  lan g u ag e  u sed  w e l l ,  i t  i s

d i f f i c u l t  to  s e e  w hat j u s t i f i c a t i o n  th e r e  can be f o r  c o m p a r tm e n ta lis in g

th e  c r e a t iv e  u se  o f  lan g u ag e  as " lan g u ag e "  o r  " l i t e r a t u r e "  o r  f o r  th e

d e c is io n  t h a t  one ty p e  f s i l l s  on th e  lang u ag e  s id e  o f  th e  b a r r i e r  w h ile

a n o th e r  f a l l s  on th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s id e .  A d m itte d ly , th e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e

betw een u s in g  lan g u ag e  o n e s e l f  and re sp o n d in g  t o  i t s  u se  by  o th e r s  b u t  i f

t h i s  i s  th e  r e a l  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  I 06 p o in ts  to  a n o th e r  a b s u r d i ty  in h e r e n t  in

t h i s  f ra g m e n ta t io n :

As soon as you  p u t an e x t r a c t  from  a  n o v e l as a  p ie c e  o f  
com prehension  on a  lang u ag e  p a p e r ,  y o u 'r e  r e a l l y  e v a lu a t in g  
l i t e r a t u r e  a r e n ' t  you? T h a t 's  why th e  d iv i s io n  i s  so  lu d ic r o u s .  
I f  someone has u n d e rs to o d .a n  e x t r a c t  from  a  n o v e l s u f f i c i e n t l y  
w e l l  t o  s c o re  a  h ig h  mark on a com prehension , w ould i t  be u n f a i r  
to  say  t h a t  he i s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ?  I t  i s  such  an 
a r t i f i c i a l  th in g  r e a l l y .

T his d iv i s io n  f l i e s  in  th e  fa c e  o f  o u r in s ig h t s  i n to  th e  t r u e  n a tu re  o f

E n g lish : t h a t  E n g lish  co n ce rn s  b o th  re sp o n se  to  th e  way in  w hich lan g u ag e

has been  used  by  o th e rs  and th e  a tte m p t to  use i t  w e l l  in  o n e 's  own speech

and w r i t i n g ;  t h a t  th e s e  two a c t i v i t i e s  a re  in te rd e p e n d e n t and th e  d e c is io n

to  h iv e  them o f f  in to  s e p a r a te  s u b je c t  a re a s  b e l i e s  th e  o rg a n ic  n a tu r e  o f

u sa g e /re sp o n se  w hich a re  compounded in  a p ro p e r  s tu d y  o f  E n g l is h .



206

I f  E n g lis h  te a c h e r s  g e n u in e ly  re g a rd  t h e i r  s u b je c t  as an o rg a n ic  

w h o le , and th e  e v id en ce  o f  t h i s  su rv ey  su g g e s ts  t h a t  t h i s  c o n v ic t io n  has 

rem ained  f irm  o v er th e  y e a r s ,  t h i s  m ust be c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  to  i t s  l o g i c a l  

c o n c lu s io n  in  th e  exam in ing  o f  E n g lis h . Even though  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

was abandoned , p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  i t  rem ained  a sound p r in c i p l e  and i t  f a i l e d  

o n ly  in  th e  p r a c t i c a l  s e t t i n g  w here i t  had  to  v ie  f o r  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  w ith  a 

l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  system  ad o p ted  by a  more p r e s t i g io u s  e x a m in a tio n . S ince  

th e  p r i n c i p l e  was s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  re a so n s  o f  ex p e d ie n c y , s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

f a i l e d  o n ly  in  a  l i m i t e d  sen se  and rem ains a w o rth w h ile  g o a l f o r  th e  

f u tu r e  -  b u t  t o  su c c e e d , i t  m ust be a d o p ted  by th e  e n t i r e  e x am in a tio n s ' 

sy s tem , n o t j u s t  p a r t .

10 . POETRY AT THE CSE LEVEL ; ENJOYMENT

P erh ap s th e  m ost c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and em otive a r e a  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  te a c h in g  

i s  p o e t ry .  T here a re  some who ad h ere  t o  th e  view  e x p re s se d  r a t h e r  b lu n t ly  

by 0383: "P o e try  i s  a p p r e c ia te d  by  a  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .

Don’t  fo rc e  i t  on th e  o th e r s "  and o th e rs  who ag re e  w ith  Q613 t h a t  : "V erse

i s  an e s s e n t i a l  component o f  a l l  l i t e r a t u r e  t e a c h in g ."  The re sp o n se  to  

Q u estio n  2 5 ( i )  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  view  was sh a re d  by th e  m a jo r i ty  

( i . e .  89% ag re e d  t h a t  th e  e x am in a tio n  s y l la b u s  sh o u ld  n o t p e rm it th e  n e g le c t  

o f  any m ajo r b ra n c h  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ) .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  exam iners r e p o r t  t h a t  

th e r e  i s  c o n s id e ra b ly  l e s s  e v id en ce  o f  work w ith  p o e try  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  

f o l i o s  th a n  o f  work on o th e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  A lthough  th e  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  d id  n o t d e a l  w ith  th e  s e p a ra te  b ra n c h e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  

in d i v id u a l ly ,  i t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  s in c e  th e r e  was e v id en ce  t h a t  p o e try  

r a i s e s  p a r t i c u l a r  problem s (se e  M a th ieso n , 1 9 8 0 ), i t  w ould be u s e f u l  to  

a n a ly se  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards  th e  te a c h in g  o f  p o e try  in  g r e a t e r  d e p th . Item s 

2 5 ( v i i )  and 2 5 ( v i i i )  d e a l t  w ith  two a s p e c ts  o f  s tu d y in g  p o e t ry :  th e

d i f f i c u l t i e s  c r e a te d  by th e  s p e c ia l  n a tu re  o f  p o e t ic  lan g u ag e  and th e  

a b i l i t y  o f  p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  to  d e r iv e  r e a l  enjoym ent from
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i t s  s tu d y .

"Whereas a  consensus had  em erged on most i s s u e s ,  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere

s h a r p ly  d iv id e d  on th e s e  two item s u n d e r l in in g  th e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  n a tu re

o f  th e  s u b j e c t . Item  2 5 ( v i i i ) s t a t e d :

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  
ran g e  to  d e r iv e  r e a l  enjoym ent from  m ost p o e t ry .

R esponden ts  w ere a sk ed  t o  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t/ d i s agreem ent

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t* .  A lthough  a lm o st h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple {hjfo) d is a g re e d

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t ,  o v e r a  t h i r d  (36%) a g ree d  s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  th e

re s p o n d e n ts  w ere s h a rp ly  d iv id e d  on t h i s  i s s u e .  M oreover, a l th o u g h  th e

m a jo r i ty  d is a g r e e d ,  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o s  s u g g e s t t h a t

p o e try  i s  ta u g h t  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  th a n  p ro se  o r  dram a.

Some re s p o n d e n ts  commented on th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  te a c h in g  p o e try  

r e g a rd in g  i t  as th e  l e a s t  s u c c e s s f u l  b ra n c h  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  te rm s o f  

en joym ent :

T each ing  CSE p o e try  i s  a  w eary , h a rd  b u s in e s s .  (Q332)

P o e try  i s  alw ays th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  o f  th e  th r e e  fo rm s. (qUi 8)

However, m ost o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  who m en tioned  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t t r i b u t e d

th e s e  to  e x tra n e o u s  f a c t o r s  and n o t t o  th e  in h e re n t  n a tu re  o f  p o e try  o r

th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  CSE p u p i l s  to  re sp o n d . For i n s ta n c e ,  Q289 o b se rv ed  t h a t ,

in  te a c h in g  p o e t r y ,  th e  te a c h e r  i s  o f t e n ,  " . . .  f i g h t in g  a g a in s t  c u l t u r a l

and p e e r  g roup  c o n d i t io n in g ."  T h is p roblem  was i l l u s t r a t e d  by Q596 when

he rem arked : " I  f in d  many CSE p u p i ls  d i s l i k e  th e  id e a  o f  ’p o e t r y ’ b u t  do

l i k e  in d iv id u a l  poem si" R e s is ta n c e  to  p o e try  was f e l t  t o  be  m arked amongst

p a r t i c u l a r  g roups o f  p u p i l s  :

Many boys f e e l  t h a t  p o e try  i s  " c i s s y i s h " .  (QITO)

I t  i s  o f te n  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  te a c h  p o e try  . . .  b eca u se  so many
p u p i l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  o f  low er a b i l i t y ,  a re  a l re a d y  
d e te rm in e d  t o  d i s l i k e  i t .  (QUT3)

* Strongly Agree (5%)., Agree (31%), Uncertain (l3%). Disagree (39%),
Strongly Disagree (8%), Invalid Response {h%),
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Q2Ut f e l t  t h a t  th e  r o o t  o f  th e  p rob lem  la y  e lse w h e re ; " . . .  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  te a c h  p o e try  t o  CSE s tu d e n ts  o n ly  b eca u se  d u r in g  t h e i r  e a r ly  

sc h o o l y e a rs  th e y  have had  in a d e q u a te  exp o su re  to  p o e t r y ."  T hese comments 

su g g e s te d  t h a t  te a c h e r s  p e rc e iv e d  th e  image and s t a t u s  o f  p o e try  b o th  

w ith in  and o u ts id e  s c h o o ls  as th e  key  f a c t o r  in  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th e y  

e x p e r ie n c e d . I t  was a l s o  e v id e n t t h a t  when a  te a c h e r  p r e s e n ts  p o e try  to  

a  c l a s s ,  he f r e q u e n t ly  h as  t o  co n ten d  w ith  b l a t a n t  p r e ju d i c e .  N ev erth e 

l e s s ,  some te a c h e r s  w ere anx ious t o  em phasize t h a t  c a r e f u l ly  s e le c te d  

p o e try  co u ld  be  s u c c e s s f u l  once th e s e  p r e ju d ic e s  had  been  ta c k le d :

P o e try  may w e l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  b u t th e r e  i s  much e x c e l le n t  modern 
p o e try  w hich can "open d o o rs"  f o r  CSE p u p i l s  i f  c a r e f u l l y  chosen  
and t a u g h t .

QOO8 a g r e e d ,  e x p la i n in g  t h a t ,  "Lfy an sw er i s  b a s e d  on t h e  body  o f  p o e t r y  

a s  a  w ho le  b u t  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  p o e t r y  can  evoke a  r e s p o n s e ."  H av ing  

n o te d  t h a t  b o y s  r e g a r d e d  p o e t r y  a s  " c i s s y i s h " ,  QITO p o in te d  o u t  t h a t ,

" . . .  a l th o u g h  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  re s p o n s e , some q u i te  e n jo y  p o e t ry " .

A c r i t i c i s m  w hich i s  som etim es l e v e l l e d  a g a in s t  CSE l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

t h a t  th e  main c r i t e r i o n  in  th e  ch o ic e  o f  t e x t s  i s  t h e i r  s u p e r f i c i a l  

e n te r ta in m e n t v a lu e .  However, th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere a lm o st unanim ous in  

t h e i r  agreem ent w ith  th e  Newsom R ep o rt (1963 ) t h a t :  " . . .  w ith o u t i t  

( i . e .  p o e try )  E n g lish  w i l l  n e v e r  be com plete"  (p a r a .  UTT) in  s p i t e  o f  th e  

obv ious d i f f i c u l t i e s  some o f  them  fa c e d  in  te a c h in g  i t .

11. POETIC LANGUAGE

Q u estion  2 5 ( v i i )  s t a t e d :

Compact and condensed  lan g u ag e  i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a tu r e  o f  
most p o e t ry .  T hus, p o e try  i s  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  te a c h  to  th e  
CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  b eca u se  th e  lang u ag e  i s  n o t e a s i l y  a c c e s s ib le * .

In  re sp o n d in g  to  t h i s  i te m , th e  sam ple was once a g a in  d e e p ly  d iv id e d .

A lthough o v er h a l f  (5^%) a g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t ,  a  t h i r d  (35%) d is a g re e d .

* Strongly Agree (8%), Agree (U6%), Uncertain (8%), Disagree (30%),
Strongly Disagree (5%), Invalid Response (3%)
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A d m itte d ly , th e r e  was a g r e a t e r  d eg ree  o f  consensus  on th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s

c r e a te d  hy p o e t ic  lan g u ag e  th a n  th e r e  had  been  on th e  is s u e  o f  enjoym ent

b u t th e r e  was s t i l l  a  m arked d iv i s io n  o f  o p in io n . I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to

n o te  t h a t  in  a m p lify in g  t h e i r  view s on t h i s  i s s u e ,  m ost re s p o n d e n ts  r a i s e d

th e  same p o in t  w hich was n o t s p e c i f i c a l l y  co nce rned  w ith  th e  n a tu r e  o f

p o e t ic  la n g u ag e  b u t w hich r a i s e d  a n o th e r  im p o rta n t a s p e c t  o f  la n g u ag e  u sag e :

In  d is c u s s in g  p o e t ry  th e y  show in s ig h t  and em o tio n a l r e a c t io n ,  
a l th o u g h  th e y  f in d  i t  h a rd ,  som etim es, to  r e c a p tu r e  t h e i r  
th o u g h ts  when t r y i n g  to  commit them to  p a p e r .  Many p u p i l s  can 
e x p re s s  t h e i r  id e a s  e x c e l l e n t ly  b u t n o t in  th e  w r i t t e n  w ord. (QITO)

W rit te n  re sp o n se  d i f f i c u l t .  (Q022)

They can re sp o n d  b u t v e r b a l i s in g  t h i s  i s  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t .  (QI6 2 )

R a th e r  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  p u p i l  to  p roduce a w r i t t e n  
re s p o n s e . (Q019)

These v iew s w ere p e rh a p s  b e s t  summed up by Q60T who a rg u e d : " l  f e e l

s t ro n g ly  t h a t  th e r e  sh o u ld  be g r e a t e r  em phasis l a i d  on o r a l  work w ith in  any

l i t e r a t u r e  as  we c o n t in u a l ly  d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  c h i ld r e n  who have

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  m a n ip u la tio n  o f  th e  w r i t t e n  mode o f  e x p r e s s io n ."

T his ite m  had  r a i s e d  an im p o rta n t i s s u e  w hich i s  h o t  o n ly  r e le v a n t  to  

p o e try :  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  c o n f in in g  re sp o n se  to  th e  w r i t t e n  medium. As Q133

p o in te d  o u t :

. . .  to o  o f te n  we r e s t r i c t  CSE p u p i l s  to  a  medium th e y  a r e  n o t 
t o t a l l y  a t  home w ith . O ther a r t  form s c o u ld  p e rh a p s  in c re a s e  
t h e i r  enjoym ent o f  a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith o u t m aking them  
sw eat o u t t h e i r  th o u g h ts .  S p o k en /tap ed  r e a c t io n s  w ould a ls o  
ch an n e l th o u g h t w ith o u t making a penance o u t o f  th e  w hole th in g .  
C h ild re n  have "E n g lish "  le s s o n s  from  th e  age o f  U -  i f  a t  
f o u r te e n  th e y  a re  s t i l l  n o t a t  home w ith  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a c c e p te d  
"good E n g lish "  th e n  p e rh ap s  we co u ld  make t h e i r  re sp o n se  th e  
more n a t u r a l ,  a c c e p ta b le  one.

T h e ir  comments su g g e s te d  t h a t  many te a c h e r s  re g a rd e d  th e  o r a l  medium 

as p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  f o r  exam in ing  l i t e r a r y  re s p o n s e , e s p e c i a l l y  amongst 

th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ra n g e , and y e t  m ost p a n e ls  have n ev e r in c lu d e d  an o r a l  

elem ent in  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  a s s e s sm e n ts . In  c o n t r a s t ,  some do acknow ledge 

th e  com plem entary r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  l i t e r a c y  and o ra c y  in  t h e i r  o r a l  

ex am in a tio n s  by in c lu d in g  a re a d in g  t e s t  b a sed  on l i t e r a r y  e x t r a c t s .  T his



210

t e s t  o f  a  c a n d id a te ’ s a b i l i t y  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  m eaning o f  a  p ie c e  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  i s  o f te n  fo llo w e d  by q u e s tio n s  and d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p a s sa g e . 

O th ers  u se  th e  c a n d id a te ’ s l i t e r a t u r e  co u rse  a s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  o n e - to -o n e  

c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  an ex am iner. These p ro c e d u re s  i m p l i c i t l y  acknow ledge th e  

c o n n e c tio n  betw een  l i t e r a c y  and o ra c y  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u la te  

abou t th e  re a s o n s  why l i t e r a t u r e  ex am in a tio n s  have f a i l e d  to  e x p lo i t  t h i s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  By 1965 , l i t e r a t u r e  was f i rm ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  GCE 

s u b je c t  w hich was t e s t e d  e x c lu s iv e ly  by  w r i t t e n  e x a m in a tio n . O ra l 

ex am in in g , on th e  o th e r  h an d , was r e l a t i v e l y  new and t h i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  

ex p e rim en ts  w ith  f r e s h  a p p ro a c h e s . T h is p ro b a b ly  made i t  e a s i e r  to  

in c o rp o ra te  a l i t e r a r y  e lem en t in to  o r a l  e x am in a tio n s  th a n  i t  w ould have 

been  to  in c lu d e  an o r a l  component in  l i t e r a t u r e  e x a m in a tio n s .

The e x c lu s io n  o f  o ra c y  from  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  e x am in a tio n  seems even l e s s  

te n a b le  when i t  i s  v iew ed in  th e  w id e r c o n te x t o f  d e v e lo p in g  E n g lis h  a s  an 

o rg a n ic  w ho le . The p r a c t i c e  o f  d iv id in g  up la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  and o racy  

and , more e s p e c i a l l y ,  th e  co n v e n tio n  t h a t  o ra c y  i s  c o n f in e d  t o  th e  

lan g u ag e  e x am in a tio n  does n o t ap p e a r  to  be b a se d  on any w e ll- fo u n d e d  

p r i n c i p l e .  J u s t  a s  th e  u se  o f  l i t e r a r y  e x t r a c t s  in  E n g lish  la n g u ag e  

com prehension  e x e r c is e s  u n d e r l in e s  th e  a b s u r d i ty  o f  fra g m e n tin g  E n g lish  so 

to o  does th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e s t r i c t i n g  spoken E n g lis h  to  th e  lan g u ag e  

ex a m in a tio n .

A la r g e  Mode I I I  c o n so rtiu m  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion o p e ra te s  a 

s y l la b u s  w hich i s  u n u su a l in  t h a t ,  f o r  many y e a r s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  was t e s t e d  

e x c lu s iv e ly  in  th e  spoken medium and o n ly  r e c e n t ly  h as  t h i s  been  

supp lem en ted  by w r i t t e n  c o u rse  w ork. I t  th u s  p ro v id e s  a  w ork ing  m odel o f  

th e  u se s  w hich spoken E n g lish  may se rv e  in  th e  e v a lu a t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  

107’ s d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h i s  s y l la b u s  i s  w o rth  q u o tin g  in  f u l l  b eca u se  i t  

s u g g e s ts  s e v e r a l  ways in  w hich E n g lis h  h as  p r o f i t e d  from  t h i s  c o a le sc e n c e  

o f  l i t e r a c y  and o ra c y :
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( i t  was f e l t  t h a t )  o r a l  work in  g e n e ra l  was such  a s tro n g  
f e a tu r e  o f  e v e ry  c h i l d ’ s le a r n in g  p ro c e s s  t h a t ,  how ever d i f f i c u l t  
i t  was to  a s s e s s  and m o d e ra te , n o n e th e le s s  i t  sh o u ld  he a tte m p te d  
. . .  I  th in k  i t ’ s a  l o t  e a s i e r  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and 
I  th in k  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  one o f  i t s  g r e a t  s t r e n g th s  in  t h a t  i t  h as  a  
s p e c i f i c  c o n te n t a r e a  w hich makes o r a l  a sse ssm e n t so much 
e a s i e r  . . .  I t  ( a ls o )  goes h ack  to  th e  id e a  o f  w eaker c a n d id a te s  
b e in g  a b le  to  p e rfo rm  o r a l l y  th in g s  w hich th e y  w ou ldn’t  be a b le  
t o  do in  w r i t t e n  w ork. But as  i t  e v o lv e d , we found  t h a t  th e  good 
c a n d id a te s ,  n o t j u s t  th e  w eaker o n e s , w ere a b le  t o  show g enu ine  
o r a l  s k i l l s  o f  a  v e ry  h ig h  q u a l i t y .  One o f  th e  th in g s  I  r e a l l y  
l i k e  ab o u t i t  i s  t h a t  i t  a v o id s  John D ixon’ s f e a r s  t h a t  w r i t t e n  
work can be com ple ted  w ith o u t know ledge o f  th e  t e x t s .  I t ’ s v e ry  
e a sy  to  know w h eth er a c a n d id a te ’ s co p ie d  som eth ing  from  th e  
b o a rd  o r  from  a  c r ib  o r  from  a n o th e r  c a n d id a te  when i t  comes to  
an o r a l  e x a m in a tio n . I t ’ s you and th e  c a n d id a te  and t h e r e ’ s no 
d is s e m b lin g , no c lo a k in g  o f  a b i l i t i e s  . . .  i t ’ s a l s o  much e a s i e r  to  
a s s e s s  th e  k in d  o f  enjoym ent t h a t  c a n d id a te s  have g a in e d  from  
l i t e r a t u r e  o v e r two y e a r s .  I t ’ s v e ry  h a rd  to  be  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and 
n o t to  seem t r i t e  in  w r i t t e n  work w hereas i t ’ s so much e a s ie r  
b eca u se  o r a l  e x p re s s io n  le n d s  i t s e l f  to  t h a t  k in d  o f  com m unication.

T his su g g e s ts  t h a t  b o th  l i t e r a t u r e  and o ra c y  may g a in  from  in t e g r a t i o n .

W hile th e  ab sen ce  o f  an ob v io u s  s u b je c t  m a tte r  has m arred  some o r a l  

e x a m in a tio n s , l i t e r a t u r e  p ro v id e s  a  n a t u r a l  to p ic  f o r  d is c u s s io n  th u s  

e l im in a t in g  th e  a i r  o f  f a l s e n e s s  w hich i s  a p t to  su rro u n d  an o r a l  t e s t .  

R esponse to  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a l s o  enhanced  by th e  n a tu r a ln e s s  o f  o r a l  communica

t i o n  w hich d is c o u ra g e s  th e  h y p o c r isy  and r e g u r g i t a t i o n  w hich c o n v e n tio n a l 

e x am in a tio n s  f o s t e r .  T h is  e v id en ce  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  rem oval o f  b a r r i e r s  

betw een la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  and o ra c y  may b r in g  a l l - r o u n d  g a in s  to  th e  

s tu d y  o f  E n g lis h .

12. TEACHER FREEDOM IN THE CHOICE OF TEXTS

CSE was d e s ig n e d  to  prom ote th e  freedom  o f  in d iv id u a l  t e a c h e r s  from

e x te r n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s :

I t  w i l l  be th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  th e m se lv e s  to  
e n su re  t h a t  what i s  exam ined i s  what th e y  want to  te a c h ;  th e y  
w i l l  n o t be o b l ig e d  to  te a c h  what someone e l s e  h as  d e c id e d  to  
exam ine. (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 , 19^3 , p . 4)

The Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  w hich b e s t  c a p tu re d  t h i s  s p i r i t  o f  freedom

was t h a t  d e v ise d  by  EMREB:
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T each ers  a re  to  d e v is e  c o u rse s  on a r e a s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
own c h o o s in g : th e  ran g e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and th e  b re a d th
o r  d ep th  in  w hich i t  i s  s tu d ie d  depend ing  upon th e  i n t e r e s t s  and 
a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s . (Mode I  E n g lish  S y l la b u s ,  1 9 6 5 ,-ip .^5)

EMREB made th e  two m ain a r e a s  where e x am in a tio n s  in f lu e n c e  te a c h in g  ( i . e .

th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and th e  f i n a l  a s s e s s m e n t) ,  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c l a s s

t e a c h e r s .  T each ers  w ere f r e e  to  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own c o u rse  c o n te n t  and to

t a i l o r  th e  a sse ssm en t to  i t .  In d e e d , such  was th e  freedom  a f fo rd e d  by t h i s

s y l la b u s  t h a t  101 d e s c r ib e d  i t  a s ,  " . . .  a  Mode 3 e lem en t in  a  Mode I

e x a m in a tio n ."

S in ce  te a c h e r s  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion have en jo y ed  an u n p re c e d e n te d

d eg ree  o f  freedom , i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an  im p o rta n t a r e a  f o r

e v a lu a t io n .  T e a c h e rs ’ a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s freedom  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  t e x t s

were p ro b ed  by  Q u es tio n  2 5 ( iv ) :

The EMREB app ro ach  to  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r ia te  to  
th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  b eca u se  i t  a llo w s  th e  te a c h e r  freedom  to  
choose  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich i s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  h i s  p u p i l s ’ n eed s .

R espondents w ere ask ed  to  i n d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag re e m e n t/d isa g re e m e n t

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t* . T h e ir  re s p o n se s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  overw helm ing

m a jo r i ty  o f  te a c h e r s  welcomed t h i s  freedom . Over h a l f  o f  them  (56%) a g re e d

and a  f u r t h e r  t h i r d  (31%) s t r o n g ly  a g re e d  in d i c a t in g  b o th  th e  d eg ree  o f

consensus and th e  s t r e n g th  o f  f e e l in g  on t h i s  i s s u e .  A f u r t h e r  in d ic a t io n

t h a t  t h i s  freedom  was h ig h ly  p r iz e d  was p ro v id e d  by th e  warm t r i b u t e s

v o lu n te e re d  by many re s p o n d e n ts :

I  th in k  th e  l a s t  fo u r te e n  y e a rs  have been  v e ry  v a lu a b le .  I t ’ s 
g iv e n  th e  E a s t M idland te a c h e r s  a freedom  t h a t  I  don’t  th in k  any 
o th e r  r e g io n  has had and I  th in k  t h a t  i s  v e ry  good from  th e  
c la ss ro o m  p o in t  o f  v iew . (102)

The jo y  o f  CF5E l i t e r a t u r e  was t h a t  te a c h e r s  c o u ld  s e l e c t  re a d in g  
m a te r i a l  w hich th e y  b e l ie v e d  to  be a p p r o p r ia te  t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  
th e y  w ere w orking  w ith  o r  in d e ed  w hich was t h e i r  own s t r e n g th .

(109)

We have p le n ty  o f  freedom  t o  choose what we want to  do 
T h e re fo re ,  th e  s t a f f  do th in g s  t h a t  th e y  e n jo y  and t h a t  th e  
c h i ld r e n  e n jo y  and t h e r e ’ s a  m o tiv a t io n  w ith in  t h a t  to  re a d  a  l o t .

( 1 1 2 )

* Strongly Agree (31%), Agree (56%), Uncertain (6%), Disagree (2%),
Strongly Disagree (l%), Invalid Response (U%).



213

One ad v an tag e  o f  t h i s  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  p in p o in te d  by Q20T, was t h a t  th e

a b i l i t y  to  choose h i s  own l i t e r a t u r e ,  " . . .  g iv e s  th e  te a c h e r  th e

o p p o r tu n i ty  to  a s s e s s  in d iv id u a l  n eeds r a th e r  th a n  ’ c l a s s ’ n eeds . . .  and to  

keep i n t e r e s t  from  f la g g in g ."  W hereas th e  c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n  

en co u rag es  te a c h e r s  to  t r e a t  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  a s  " u n i t s " ,  a  t e a c h e r  w orking 

under t h i s  ty p e  o f  s y l la b u s  i s  a b le  to  ta k e  in d iv id u a l  n eeds  in to  con

s id e r a t i o n .  P erh ap s th e  w arm est t r i b u t e  o f  a l l  came from  101 who a s s e s s e d  

th e  w id e r s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  freedom  th u s :

S ch o o ls  began to  b u i l d  up s to c k s  o f  th e  k in d  o f  books t h a t  
e n l ig h te n e d  E n g lis h  te a c h e r s  w anted to  te a c h  and  CSE was a f a c t o r
in  e n a b l in g  them  to  do t h i s .  That was one o f  th e  s p in - o f f s  on to
th e  c u rr ic u lu m  t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n  had . I  th in k  CSE, a s  a 
co n cep t and a s  an a c tu a l  e x a m in a tio n , d id  more t o  r a i s e  te a c h in g  
s ta n d a rd s  in  th e  ’ 60’s and ’ TO’ s th a n  any o th e r  s in g le  f a c t o r  in  
e d u c a tio n .

The freedom  w hich t h i s  s y l la b u s  has  c o n fe r re d  upon p r a c t i s i n g

te a c h e r s  i s  c l e a r l y  a  m ajo r f a c t o r  in  i t s  p o p u la r i ty .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s

sh o u ld  n o t be ta k e n  to  im ply  t h a t  te a c h e r s  v a lu e d  t h i s  freedom  w ith o u t

q u e s tio n  o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  The v a lu e  th e y  a t ta c h e d  to  freedom  in  th e  ch o ice

o f  t e x t s  was tem p ered  by a  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  need  f o r  c o n s t r a i n t s  in

o th e r  a r e a s .  T h is  d e l i c a t e  b a la n c in g  o f  freedom  and c o n s t r a i n t  i s

i l l u s t r a t e d  by com paring th e .r e s p o n s e s  on Q u estio n  2 5 ( iv )  above and

Q u estio n  28 . Q u estio n  28 l i s t e d  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  and

re sp o n d e n ts  w ere ask ed  to  i n d i c a te  w hich one th e y  p r e f e r r e d .  The re sp o n se

r a t e s  a re  g iv e n  in  b r a c k e ts  a f t e r  each  o p t io n .

( i )  Complete freedom  f o r  th e  te a c h e r  to  choose th e
l i t e r a t u r e  m ost a p p r o p r ia te  to  h i s  p u p i l s ’ n eeds (13%)

( i i )  Freedom f o r  th e  t e a c h e r  to  choose th e  l i t e r a t u r e
m ost a p p r o p r ia te  to  h i s  p u p i l s ’ needs p ro v id in g  t h a t  
he m ust in c lu d e  a l l  th e  main b ra n c h e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
(p ro s e ,  p o e t ry  and drama) (67%)

( i i i )  A number o f  s e t  t e x t s  to  be chosen  from  a s y l la b u s
o f  p r e s c r ib e d  t e x t s  (3%)

( iv )  A s y l la b u s  o f  p r e s c r ib e d  a u th o rs  w hich p ro v id e s
freedom  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a c tu a l  works s tu d ie d  (2%)

(v ) A s y l la b u s  w hich ta k e s  a  th e m a tic  ap p ro ach  o u t l in in g
a number o f  them es and su g g e s tin g  r e le v a n t  m a te r i a l  (9%)

I n v a l id  re sp o n se  (6%)
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D e sp ite  th e  h ig h  v a lu a t io n  o f  freedom  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  t e x t s ,  item  2 8 ( i)  

was s u r p r i s in g ly  u n p o p u la r w ith  o n ly  13% o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  o p tin g  f o r  i t .

By f a r  th e  m ost p o p u la r  a l t e r n a t i v e  was item  2 8 ( i i )  w hich was s im i la r  to  

item  ( i )  e x c e p t t h a t  i t  im posed one im p o rta n t c o n s t r a i n t  on th e  freedom  

o f  th e  t e a c h e r  ( " . . .  p ro v id in g  t h a t  he m ust in c lu d e  a l l  th e  m ain b ran ch e s  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e " ) .  F iv e  tim e s  a s  many re sp o n d e n ts  ( 67%) o p te d  f o r  t h i s  

item  a s  had  o p te d  f o r  ite m  ( i )  d e m o n s tra tin g  t h a t  a lth o u g h  te a c h e r s  p r iz e d  

th e  freedom  to  choose t e x t s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  t h e i r  own en th u sia sm s  and t h e i r  

p u p ils*  i n t e r e s t s ,  th e y  d id  n o t approve o f  th e  k in d  o f  u n b r id le d  freedom  

w hich w ould a llo w  te a c h e r s  to  n e g le c t  w hole a r e a s  o f  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r ie n c e . 

Thus, i t  seemed t h a t  th e y  fa v o u re d  a  k in d  o f  s t r u c tu r e d  freedom  w hich 

p re v e n te d  th e  n e g le c t  o f  any m ajo r b ra n c h  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

Q u es tio n  28 a l s o  h ig h l ig h te d  th e  ex trem e u n p o p u la r i ty  o f  any form  o f  

p r e s c r ip t i o n .  Two ty p e s  o f  p r e s c r ip t i o n  w ere s p e c i f i e d ,  one ( ite m  iv )  

o f f e r in g  d i s t i n c t l y  more freedom  th a n  th e  o th e r  ( ite m  i i i ) .  Both p ro v ed  

to  be e x c e e d in g ly  u n p o p u la r w ith  3% o p tin g  f o r  item  ( i i i )  and 2% o p tin g  f o r  

item  ( i v ) .  The f i n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a t t r a c t e d  a s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  re sp o n se  

a lth o u g h  i t  s t i l l  o n ly  acc o u n ted  f o r  9% o f  th e  sam ple. The la c k  o f  

su p p o rt f o r  t h i s  app ro ach  was i n t e r e s t i n g  b e a r in g  in  mind t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  

s y l la b u s  had  been  s t r o n g ly  com m itted  to  th e  th e m a tic  app ro ach  recommending 

i t  from  1965 t o  1976. However, in  th e  1977 s y l la b u s ,  t h i s  em phasis was 

g r e a t ly  weakened an d , in  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  a l l  m en tion  o f  i t  was rem oved .*  

I t  seems t h a t  t e a c h e r s  who had  en jo y ed  th e  freedom  to  p r e s e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  in  

w h ichever way seemed m ost a p p r o p r ia te  to  them  d i s l i k e d  th e  im p o s itio n  o f  a 

th e m a tic  ap p ro ach  and t h a t  t h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  p a n e l 's  d e c is io n  to  

d is c o n t in u e  recommending i t .

* In  th e  1976 s y l l a b u s ,  o v e r 50% o f  th e  sp ace  d ev o ted  to  l i t e r a t u r e  was 
co n ce rn ed  w ith  s u g g e s tin g  them es and a p p ro p r ia te  t e x t s .  In  1977 , t h i s  
m a te r ia l  was removed a lth o u g h  th e  th e m a tic  approach  was s t i l l  r e f e r r e d  
t o .  In  1978 , a l l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  th e m a tic  approach  was rem oved.
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13. TYPE OF SYLLABUS PREFERRED

In  th e  pre-CSE s e t t i n g ,  GCE was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  make th e  

s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r e le v a n t  t o  th e  i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  i t s  

a d o le s c e n t c a n d id a te s .  The s y l la b u s e s  d is p la y e d  a  r i g i d  co n cep t o f  

" l i t e r a t u r e "  r e ly in g  a lm o st e x c lu s iv e ly  on p r e - tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  t e x t s  

where th e  lan g u ag e  and co n ce rn s  w ere in a c c e s s ib le  f o r  many p u p i l s .

W ith th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  CSE, a d i f f e r e n t  ap p roach  to  re a d in g  

em erged. In  f a c t ,  t h i s  was th e  a r e a  w here p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  had 

p e rh ap s  th e  g r e a t e s t  im pact on CSE l i t e r a t u r e .  T each ers  ru sh e d  fo rw ard  

w ith  s u g g e s tio n s  f o r  more a p p r o p r ia te  r e a d in g  m a te r ia l s  -  s u g g e s tio n s  

w hich g r e a t ly  ex ten d ed  th e  ran g e  o f  exam inab le  l i t e r a t u r e  and s h i f t e d  th e  

em phasis away from  t r a d i t i o n a l  and on to  modern l i t e r a t u r e .  When th e  

o r i g i n a l  s y l la b u s e s  w ere p u b li s h e d ,  th e  sh e e r  v a r i e ty  o f  recommended 

t e x t s  an d , more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  th e  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

cau sed  c o n s te r n a t io n  in  some q u a r te r s  ( s e e ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  B u tts  (1 9 6 6 , 

1967 ) ,  H ipk in  (1967 ) and H olbrook and O 'M alley  (1965 ) ) .

S in ce  t h i s  was a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a r e a  a t  th e  o u t s e t ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  ough t to  a s c e r t a i n  r e c e n t  o p in io n  on t h i s  i s s u e  now t h a t

p r a c t i c e s  have become e s ta b l i s h e d .  T h e re fo re ,  Q u es tio n  26 e n q u ire d :

The m a jo r i ty  o f  p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  range  b e n e f i t  most 
from  s tu d y in g :

( i )  m o s tly  modern l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  d u rin g  th e
tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  (77%)

( i i )  m o s tly  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  p r io r  to
th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  ( - )

( i i i )  e q u a l p ro p o r t io n s  o f  modern and t r a d i t i o n a l
l i t e r a t u r e  (19%)

The f ig u r e s  in  b r a c k e ts  d en o te  th e  re sp o n se  each  o p tio n  r e c e iv e d .  The

re s p o n se s  re v e a le d  overw helm ing su p p o rt f o r  th e  modern app roach  w ith  ov er

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  (77%) o p tin g  f o r  ( i ) .  T h is  c o n t r a s te d

w ith  th e  ex trem e u n p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  "m o stly  t r a d i t i o n a l "  ap p roach  w hich

nobody- p r e f e r r e d .  A lthough nobody fav o u red  a  c o u rse  w ith  a t r a d i t i o n a l
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b i a s ,  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m in o r i ty  (l9%) p r e f e r r e d  e q u a l p ro p o r t io n s  o f  modern

and t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e * .

The im p o rtan ce  a t t r i b u t e d  to  modem l i t e r a t u r e  a t  th e  o u ts e t  has

been  v in d ic a te d  a s  f a r  as  th e  te a c h e r s  in  th e  sam ple w ere co n ce rn ed .

There a p p ea r to  have b een  two p r i n c i p a l  re a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r

modern l i t e r a t u r e :  i t s  r e le v a n c e  to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and co n ce rn s  o f

a d o le s c e n ts  and  th e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  i t s  la n g u a g e :

A c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f  lan g u ag e  i s  o f  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  . . .  F o r t h i s  
re a so n  . . .  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  i s  g e n e r a l ly  most 
s u c c e s s f u l .  S u b je c t m a tte r  i s  c r u c i a l ;  th e  c a n d id a te  needs to  
f e e l  im m ediate p e r s o n a l  re sp o n se  w hich can be h in d e re d  i f  
lan g u ag e  i s  a b a r r i e r .  (QU15)

Some t r a d i t i o n a l  w orks may be m ixed w ith  modern o n e s , b u t p u p i l s  
som etim es a r e  r e l u c t a n t  to  make an e f f o r t  to  cope w ith  
u n f a m i l ia r  m a te r i a l .  (Q^59)

Q289 a l s o  a rg u ed  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  re a d in g  " . . .  w hich can  be made t o  seem

r e le v a n t  to  t h e i r  own l i v e s "  c la im in g  t h a t ,  " . . .  t h i s  i s  u s u a l ly  more

e a s i l y  done w ith  modern l i t e r a t u r e . "  T hus, most te a c h e r s  w ere s a t i s f i e d

to  p la c e  th e  em phasis on modern l i t e r a t u r e  and a lth o u g h  t r a d i t i o n a l

l i t e r a t u r e  had n o t been  r e j e c t e d  e n t i r e l y ,  m ost te a c h e r s  c l e a r l y  b e l ie v e d

i t  had a l im i t e d  r o l e  to  p la y  in  CSE. T h is  i s  co n firm ed  by  a b r i e f  p e r u s a l

o f  th e  C h ie f E x am in e r 's  R ep o rts  w hich u se  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e

f o l i o s  to  document th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t s .  These p o p u la r i ty

r a t i n g s  r e v e a l  a  s tro n g  b ia s  in  fa v o u r  o f  modern l i t e r a t u r e . The re a so n s

fo r  t h i s  w ere p e rh ap s  b e s t  summed up by Q6OT:

I  b e l ie v e  o u r p rim ary  aim m ust be to  d evelop  an i n t e r e s t  in  
r e a d in g  and a  lo v e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  a l l  p u p i l s  and I  f e e l  t h i s  
i s  b e s t  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  l i t e r a t u r e .

U n t i l  19T7, th e  Mode I  l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  a llo w ed  te a c h e r s  to  d e c id e

w hether to  fo llo w  an in te n s iv e  o r  an e x te n s iv e  c o u rse  o f  re a d in g :

T each ers  a re  to  d e v ise  c o u rse s  on a re a s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
own c h o o s in g , th e  ran g e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and  th e  b re a d th  o r  
d ep th  in  w hich i t  i s  s tu d ie d  depend ing  on th e  i n t e r e s t s  and 
a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  p u p i l s .  A d e t a i l e d  s tu d y  o f  a  few t e x t s

* k% of the responses to this question were invalid.
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h av in g  some common ground o r .d e a l in g  w ith  some c e n t r a l  theme 
i s  a s  a c c e p ta b le  as  one w hich draws to g e th e r  a  w ide ran g e  o f  
m a te r i a l .  (Mode I  L i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s ,  I 9 6 5 , p . ^5)

However, in  1978, th e  s y l la b u s  was r e v is e d :

C an d id a tes  w i l l  be e x p e c te d  to  have s tu d ie d  seven  books o r  an 
e q u iv a le n t  amount o f  m a te r ia l  in  s h o r te r  l i t e r a r y  w orks.

(Mode I  L i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s ,  1978, p . 9)

S in ce  te a c h e r s  had  fo rm e r ly  had g r e a t e r  freedom  in  t h i s  m a t te r .  Q u estio n  27

e n q u ire d  abou t t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e s :

The m a jo r i ty  o f  p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  b e n e f i t  m ost 
from  s tu d y in g :

( i )  a sm a ll number o f  t e x t s  ( e .g .  U o r  l e s s )  in  g r e a t
d e t a i l  (3%)

( i i )  a  l a r g e r  number o f  t e x t s  ( e .g .  5 o r  m ore) w ith  l e s s
em phasis on d e t a i l  ( 67%)

C i i i )  one o r  two t e x t s  in  d ep th  p lu s  a number o f  o th e r
t e x t s  re a d  l e s s  c lo s e ly  (26%)

Only 3% b e l ie v e d  t h a t  CSE c a n d id a te s  b e n e f i t t e d  most from  ( i ) ,  th e

in te n s iv e  a p p ro a c h ,w h ile  th e  m a jo r i ty  ( 67%) a g re e d  t h a t  c a n d id a te s  sh o u ld

be r e q u i r e d  to  s tu d y  a t  l e a s t  f iv e  t e x t s .  A f u r th e r  26% found i t  v a lu a b le

to  combine th e  two ap p ro ac h es* .

Ik, CONCLUDING REMARKS

Taken a s  a  w ho le , t h i s  a n a ly s i s  p ro v id e s  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  s y l la b u s  w hich was fa v o u re d . G e n e ra lly  sp e a k in g , re sp o n d e n ts  

p r e f e r r e d  a  s y l la b u s  w hich gave them  freedom  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  t e x t s  w ith  th e  

p ro v is o  t h a t  a l l  th e  main b ra n c h e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  (p ro s e ,  p o e try  and drama) 

sh o u ld  be in c lu d e d . T h is  was th e  o n ly  c o n s t r a in t  on t h e i r  freedom  to  

d e v ise  t h e i r  o'wn c o u rse s  w hich th e  t e a c h e r s  approved  and th u s  th e r e  was 

l i t t l e  sym pathy f o r  th e  th e m a tic  app roach  and even l e s s  f o r  p r e s c r ip t i o n .  

There was g e n e ra l  agreem ent t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  sh o u ld  be t r e a t e d  a s  an 

i n t e g r a l  component o f  a  u n i f i e d  E n g lish  s y l la b u s  and t h a t  s e p a ra te  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was p r e f e r r a b l e  to  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  As f a r  as  th e

* k% of the responses to this question were invalid.
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co u rse  c o n te n t was c o n c e rn e d , re s p o n d e n ts  l i k e d  to  r e a d  e x te n s iv e ly  

r a th e r  th a n  in t e n s iv e l y  ch o o sin g  from  a v a r ie d  ran g e  o f  modern l i t e r a t u r e  

and g iv in g  l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  w orks. When i t  came to  

a s s e s sm e n t, th e r e  was immense en th u s ia sm  f o r  th e  c o u rse  work app roach  and 

l i t t l e  su p p o rt f o r  th e  e x t e r n a l  e x am in a tio n . However, th e r e  was 

w id esp read  co n ce rn  abou t th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  p i t c h in g  c o u rse  work r e q u i r e 

m ents a t  an a p p r o p r ia te  l e v e l  an d , in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  ab o u t th e  consequences 

o f  an e x c e s s iv e  demand f o r  w r i t t e n  w ork.

I f  th e  s o r ry  s t a t e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining  up to  1965 is 'c o m p a re d  

w ith  w hat h as  been  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  th e  f o l i o  a p p ro a c h , EMREB's experim en t 

u n d o u b ted ly  has been  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  T h is  c la im  i s  e n d o rsed  by th e  

overw helm ing su p p o rt f o r  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t am ongst th e  re s p o n d e n ts .

The p r i n c i p a l  co m p la in t a g a in s t  c o n v e n tio n a l ex a m in a tio n s  was t h e i r  poor 

l e v e l  o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  a s  a  means o f  t e s t i n g  re sp o n se  to  l i t e r a t u r e .

The f o l i o  ap p roach  has  enhanced  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  exam ining in  a 

way w hich no o th e r  p ro c e d u re  h as  p ro v ed  cap a b le  o f  d o in g . M oreover, 

w hereas th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ex am in a tio n  d e t r a c t s  from  th e  p le a s u r e  o f  r e a d in g ,  

th e r e  was a  s t ro n g  sen se  o f  th e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  w hich c o u ld  be  d e r iv e d  from  

t h i s  ap p ro ach  by p u p i l  and te a c h e r  a l i k e .

A lthough  le a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a sse ssm en t i s  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t  i s  

n o t an u n q u a l i f ie d  s u c c e s s .  The p r i n c i p a l  d i f f i c u l t y  h as  been  in  p i tc h in g  

c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  a t  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l e v e l .  The consequences o f  

in a p p ro p r ia te  re q u ire m e n ts  can  be s e r io u s :  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  a ssessm en t

may be underm ined  and what m ight have been  a p le a s u re  becomes a  c h o re . I t  

may a l s o  e x c lu d e  l e s s  a b le  c a n d id a te s  whose te a c h e r s  a r e  tem p ted  to  

c o n c e n tra te  on lan g u ag e  r a t h e r  th a n  ta c k l in g  an over-dem anding  l i t e r a t u r e  

s y l la b u s .  T h is  e n q u iry  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i t  i s  d a n g e ro u s ly  easy  to  r e p la c e  th e  

ty ra n n y  o f  th e  e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  co u rse  work 

f o ld e r .  D e sp ite  th e s e  d is a d v a n ta g e s ,  th e  EMREB ap proach  in c o rp o ra te s  

f e a tu r e s  w hich r e p r e s e n t  a huge s te p  fo rw ard  in  exam ining l i t e r a t u r e .



101 conveys som ething  o f  th e  s p e c ia l  ach iev em en ts  o f  t h i s  un ique

ex p erim en t and so p e rh ap s  th e  f i n a l  word sh o u ld  go to  him .

I t  seems t o  me t h a t  th e  g r e a t  ach ievem en t o f  th e  E a s t M idland 
E n g lish  P a n e l was th e  co n cep t o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o .  U n like  
o th e r  CSE B oards w hich g o t tr a p p e d  in to  th e  o ld  s e t  hooks 
p ro b lem , th e  E a s t M idland Board dev e lo p ed  t h i s  co n cep t o f  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o  w hich gave te a c h e r s  maximum freedom  in  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  th e y  chose to  do w ith  t h e i r  p u p i l s  . . .  Schoo ls 
began to  b u i l d  up s to c k s  o f  th e  k in d  o f  books t h a t  e n l ig h te n e d  
E n g lish  te a c h e r s  w anted to  te a c h  and CSE was a  f a c t o r  in  
e n a b l in g  them  to  do t h i s  . . .  I  th in k  CSE, a s  a  co n cep t and as  
an a c tu a l  e x a m in a tio n , d id  more to  r a i s e  te a c h in g  s ta n d a rd s  in  
th e  *6 0 ' s  and '7 0 's  th a n  any o th e r  s in g le  f a c t o r  in  e d u c a tio n  
th e  g r e a t  ach ievem en t o f  CSE was t o  make th e  norm al p ro c e d u re s  
o f  c l a s s  te a c h in g  a c c e s s ib le  to  a ssessm en t . . .  in  so f a r  a s  CSE 
s t r a y s  from  t h a t ,  i t  s t r a y s  from  one o f  i t s  m ost im p o rta n t 
f u n c t io n s .
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CHAPTER FIVE

ORACY

A. INTRODUCTION

1 . THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

To u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  o r a l  exam in ing , i t s  s t a t u s  and

p e rc e iv e d  r o l e ,  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  know som eth ing  ab o u t th e  h i s to r y  o f  n e g le c t

w hich has underm ined i t s  s ta n d in g  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  T here a r e  many s ig n s  o f

t h i s  n e g le c t .  F or in s ta n c e ,  as  r e c e n t ly  as  19^5 , W ilk in son  found h im s e lf

ham pered by th e  la c k  o f  a v o c a b u la ry  w ith  w hich to  d e s c r ib e  o r a l  s k i l l s .

He a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  " l e x i c a l  p o v e rty "  t o  th e  n e g le c t  o f  th e  s u b je c t  :

The n e g le c t  o f  speech  in  o u r t r a i n i n g  o f  young p eo p le  i s  o n ly  to o  
obv ious when one a t te m p ts  to  g e t  a v o c a b u la ry  in  w hich to  d e s c r ib e  
i t s  v a r io u s  a s p e c t s .  F or in s ta n c e ,  th e r e  e x i s t s  no te rm  f o r  th e  
a b i l i t y  to  u se  th e  o r a l  s k i l l s  o f  sp eak in g  and l i s t e n i n g ;  and 
c o n v e rse ly  th e  f a c t  t h a t  no te rm  e x i s t s  f o r  th e  concep t h as  m eant 
t h a t  p eo p le  have been  unaw are o f  i t s  im p o rtan ce , ( p . 13)

Even th e  te rm  " o ra c y " , w hich i s  now in  common u s e ,  was co in ed  by W ilk in son

in  an a t te m p t to  p ro v id e  a word w hich d e s c r ib e s ,  " . . .  g e n e ra l  a b i l i t y  in  th e

o r a l  s k i l l s . "  ( p . l ^ )

A nother s ig n  t h a t ,  "The spoken lan g u ag e  in  E ngland has been  sh am efu lly

n e g le c te d "  ( i b i d ,  p . l l )  was p ro v id ed  by H itchm an (196U) who rev iew ed  th e

r e s e a rc h  on t e s t i n g  spoken E n g lis h .  He found t h a t  m ost o f  th e  work

u n d e rta k e n  was l im i te d  to  P u b lic  S peak ing  an d , even h e r e ,  he concluded  t h a t ,

" . . .  th e  r e p o r te d  r e s e a r c h  i s  m eagre" ( p . 56 ) .  M oreover, m ost o f  th e  work

was o f  A m erican o r ig i n .  I f  th e  amount o f  r e s e a r c h  d ev o ted  to  a to p ic  may be

re g a rd e d  as one m easure o f  th e  l e v e l  o f  conce rn  i t  has a ro u se d , th e  ab sen ce
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o f  B r i t i s h  work in d ic a te d  a  s e r io u s  la c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n .

One o f  th e  im p o rta n t ach ievem en ts  o f  CSE, t h e r e f o r e ,  was th e  b o o s t 

i t  gave to  o r a l  exam ining w hich became e s ta b l i s h e d  on a n a t io n a l  s c a le  

u n d er CSE. There was an i n e v i t a b l e  se n se  o f  v e n tu r in g  in to  u n c h a rte d  

t e r r i t o r y  abo u t t h i s  developm ent. As E x am in a tio n s  B u l l e t i n  11 ( 1966 ) 

c o n fe s se d : "T here i s  v e ry  l i t t l e  m a te r ia l  a v a i la b l e  f o r  c o n s u l ta t io n  on

o r a l  exam ining" ( p . 3 2 ) . T h is  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n :  why i s  i t  t h a t  spoken

E n g lis h  had been  so " sh a m e fu lly  n e g le c te d " ?

2 . THE TRADITIONALLY LOW STATUS OF THE VERNACULAR

Contempt f o r  th e  v e rn a c u la r  s t r e t c h e s  back  a lo n g  way in  E n g lis h  

e d u c a tio n . In  f a c t ,  Compton ( l9 4 l )  t r a c e d  i t s  r o o ts  back  to  th e  p r e -  

R en a issan c e  e ra :

We have n ev e r in  o u r S econdary  S choo ls  succeeded  in  c a s t in g  o f f  
th e  b u rden  o f  th e  narrow , g ra m m a tic a l, c l a s s i c a l  c u rr ic u lu m  w hich 
. . .  became more and more c o n f in e d , a s  tim e  went o n , to  th e  s tu d y  
o f  th e  grammar o f  th e  c l a s s i c a l  la n g u ag es  and th e  re a d in g  o f  a 
few r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  t e x t s  . . .  t h e r e  had  n ev e r been  e s ta b l i s h e d  a 
t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  sound te a c h in g  in  th e  m other 
to n g u e  -  even in  th e  o ld e s t  grammar sc h o o ls  b e fo re  th e  tim e  o f  
th e  R enascence . . .  E n g lish  had s u f f e r e d  an e c l ip s e  o f  some th r e e  
hundred  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  Norman C onquest . . .  (an d ) i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  th e  p r e s t i g e  o f  th e  E n g lis h  Language was n o t  w e ll enough 
e s ta b l i s h e d  by th e  tim e  o f  th e  R enascence in  England  to  en ab le  i t  
to  s ta n d  up a g a in s t  th e  c la im s o f  th e  c l a s s i c i s t s  a t  th e  tim e  o f  
th e  endowment and re-endow m ent o f  th e  many sc h o o ls  founded o r  
m odern ized  d u rin g  th e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  and s ix te e n th  c e n t u r i e s .  The 
e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  d isp a rag e m en t . . .  was to  s t r e s s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  
th e  l i t e r a r y  and w r i t t e n  lan g u ag e  o v e r th e  spoken word. ( p p .8- 1 0 )

A lthough  seco n d ary  e d u c a tio n  was a v a i la b l e  fo r  o n ly  a sm a ll m in o r i ty  o f  th e

p o p u la t io n  u n t i l  th e  m id d le  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  even when th e  low er c la s s e s

w ere p ro v id e d  w ith  an e lem en ta ry  e d u c a tio n , d u r in g  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry ,

th e  low  v a lu a t io n  o f  spoken E n g lish  p e r s i s t e d :

In  th e  "Manual to  th e  System  o f  T each ing  . . .  in  th e  E lem en tary  
S choo ls  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  and F o re ig n  S choo ls  S o c ie ty " ,  p u b lish e d  in  
182 5 , we f in d  th e  a d v o c a tio n  o f  a minimum o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  betw een 
te a c h e r  and ta u g h t ,  and an a tte m p t to  m ech an ize , as  f a r  as 
p o s s ib le ,  th e  w hole te a c h in g  s i t u a t i o n .  T here was no a tte m p t to  
p ro v id e  good m odels o f  sp e e c h , o r  to  prom ote f lu e n c y  in
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e x p re s s io n . "A sm a ll h a n d b e ll  i s  u sed  to  d i r e c t  th e  movements 
o f  th e  c h i ld r e n ,  in  o rd e r  a s  much as p o s s ib le  to  av o id  v e rb a l  
commands." (Compton, 19^1 , p .12)

The e lem en ta ry  sc h o o ls  w ere , o f  c o u r s e ,  ex tre m e ly  overcrow ded and t h i s

made i t  im p r a c t ic a l  to  a llo w  in d iv id u a ls  to  sp eak  a t  le n g th .  In d e e d ,

Compton c i t e d  a p r e s c r ib e d  re a d in g  le s s o n  as an  exam ple o f  th e  e x p e d ie n ts

w hich had  t o  be employed in  th e  fa c e  o f  ex trem e o v erc ro w d in g . I t

recommended t h a t  t e a c h e r s  sh o u ld  w r i te  a s e n te n c e  on th e  b la c k b o a rd  an d , in

o rd e r  t h a t  each  c h i ld  may ta k e  p a r t ,  each  p u p i l  sh o u ld  re a d  a word. C le a r ly ,

o r a l  s k i l l s  w ere u n d e rv a lu e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  e d u c a tio n  sy stem .*  By th e

tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,  th e  v e rn a c u la r  had  accum ula ted  a  lo n g  h i s to r y  o f  n e g le c t

and contem pt w hich has in f lu e n c e d  r e c e n t  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards i t .

3 . EVIDENCE OF CHANGING ATTITUDES

In  th e  p r e s e n t  c e n tu ry ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  in  a t t i t u d e s  has o c c u rre d

as  e d u c a t io n i s t s  in c r e a s in g ly  came t o  re c o g n is e  th e  need  f o r  good spoken

E n g lis h . O f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  th ro u g h o u t t h i s  c e n tu ry  have u rg ed  a l a r g e r  p la c e

f o r  o ra c y  in  sc h o o l c u r r i c u la :

. . .  th e  f i r s t  and c h i e f  d u ty  o f  th e  E lem en tary  S chool i s  to  g iv e  
i t s  p u p i l s  sp eech . ( The T each ing  o f  E n g lish  in  E n g lan d , 1921, p .6 0 )

Undue em phasis has h i t h e r t o ,  in  many in s ta n c e s ,  been  l a i d  on 
w r i t t e n  e x e r c is e s  . . .  One o f  th e  c h i e f  aims o f  th e  co u rse  sh o u ld  
be to  s e c u re  c l e a r  and c o r r e c t  sp eech .

(Hadow R e p o r t, 1926, p p .190-192)

A d m itte d ly , th e  co n cep t o f  o racy  p r e v a le n t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry

smacked o f  e lo c u t io n  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  o r a l  s k i l l s  o f  some k in d  w ere

b e in g  g iv e n  g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i t io n .  A gain , in  th e  1 9 ^ 0 's ,  th e  Norwood R eport

(19^3) a rg u ed  t h a t :

I t  happens to o  o f te n  t h a t  l i t t l e  s t r e s s  i s  l a i d  upon o r a l  • 
e x p re s s io n  . . .  we w ould i n v i t e  th e  e a r n e s t  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l

* In  c o n t r a s t ,  o r a l  a ssessm en t had alw ays p la y e d  a  p a r t  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . 
In  f a c t ,  i t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  t h a t  w r i t t e n  ex am in a tio n s  
s t a r t e d  to  r e p la c e  v iv a  voce ex am in a tio n s  f o r  honours d e g re e s .
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te a c h e r s  to  th e  im po rtan ce  o f  g iv in g  f u l l  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t h e i r  
p u p i l s  to  h e a r  E n g lish  spoken . . .  and to  u t t e r  E n g lish  
th e m se lv e s , ( p p .9 ^ -95 )

L ik e w ise , th e  M in is try  o f  E d u ca tio n  Pam phlet 26 , Language : Some

S u g g e s tio n s  f o r  T eachers o f  E n g lish  and O th e rs  ( l9 5 ^ )  recommended a

" . . .  more s y s te m a tic "  ( p . 75) t r a i n i n g  in  o ra c y .

By 1963 th e  co n cep t o f  o racy  had  changed:

The o v e r r id in g  aim  o f  E n g lis h  te a c h in g  must he  th e  p e r s o n a l  
developm ent and s o c i a l  com petence o f  th e  p u p i l .  And o f  a l l  th e  
d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c ts  o f  E n g l is h ,  sp eech  h as  hy f a r  th e  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  make tow ards t h a t  developm ent.
I n a b i l i t y  to  speak  f l u e n t l y  i s  a  w orse h a n d ic a p  th a n  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  re a d  o r  w r i te  . . .  T h is i s  n o t e s s e n t i a l l y  a  m a tte r  o f  a c c e n t 
o r  p ro n u n c ia tio n  . . .  f a r  more im p o rta n t i s  th e  need  t o  e n su re  
t h a t  th e y  can speak  e a s i l y ,  c l e a r l y  and w ith  i n t e r e s t ,  and have 
som eth ing  to  t a l k  a b o u t. P e rs o n a l  and s o c i a l  adequacy  depend on 
b e in g  a r t i c u l a t e .  ( p .153)

Thus, by  th e  1 9 6 0 's ,  th e  em phasis on e lo c u t io n  had been  r e p la c e d  by a 

co n cep t o f  o racy  as th e  t o o l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  developm ent and a p re 

r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s o c i a l  and p e r s o n a l  com petence. T r ib u te s  t o  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  

o ra c y  grew in  s t r e n g th  and number a t  t h i s  p e r io d  as th e  d e c is io n  to  c r e a te  

CSE s t im u la te d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  in n o v a tiv e  te c h n iq u e s  o f  a s se s sm e n t.

O f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s ,  th ro u g h o u t t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  u rg ed  a  more im p o rta n t r o le  

f o r  spoken E n g lis h . A lth o u g h , in  one s e n s e ,  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  grow ing 

im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d  to  o ra c y , in  a n o th e r ,  i t  u n d e r l in e d  i t s  p e r s i s t e n t  

n e g le c t .  S ince  r e p o r t  a f t e r  r e p o r t  found i t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  recommend a  g r e a t e r

u se  o f  o r a l  w ork, t h i s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  recom m endations w ere n o t b e in g

heed ed . Why was i t  t h a t  d e s p i te  th e  in c r e a s in g  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  

im p o rtan ce  o f  o r a l  com petence, spoken E n g lish  was s t i l l  n e g le c te d  in  s c h o o ls?

h. A MISMATCH BETWEEN EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND EXAMINATION PRACTICE

To answ er t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  b e a r  in  mind th e  r e l a t i o n 

s h ip  betw een a  s u b j e c t 's  ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s  and i t s  c u r r i c u l a r  s t a t u s :

In  e d u c a tio n  to  t e s t  a  s u b je c t  o f f i c i a l l y  i s  t o  re c o g n is e  i t s
im p o rtan ce  and to  g iv e  i t  p r e s t i g e .  (H itchm an, I 963 , p . 53)
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However, t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  n o t a  s im p le , one-way p ro c e s s  b ecau se  t h a t  

w hich i s  exam ined a x io m a tic a l ly  a c h ie v e s  s t a t u s .  Thus, th e r e  te n d s  to  be 

a r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een th e  e x am in a tio n  "w e ig h t"  c a r r i e d  by a  s u b je c t  and th e  

tim e  d ev o ted  to  i t  in  s c h o o ls .  The p r e s t i g e  o f  a  s u b je c t  i s  in e x t r i c a b ly  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  i t s  ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s ,  exam ined s u b je c t s  a c h ie v in g  an 

e x a g g e ra te d  im po rtan ce  a t  th e  expense o f  n o n -ex am in a tio n  s u b je c t s .  Even 

when e d u c a t io n a l  v a lu e s  s h i f t ,  as in  th e  case  o f  spoken E n g lis h , i f  

e x am in a tio n  p r a c t i c e  rem ains unchanged , th e  im pact w hich an in n o v a tio n  has 

on sc h o o l c u r r i c u l a  te n d s  t o  be l im i t e d .

I t  i s  t h i s  d is c re p a n c y  betw een  p r a c t i c e  and p r in c i p l e  w hich has 

h in d e re d  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  spoken E n g lish  f o r  m ost o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry . There 

has b een  a m ism atch betw een  th e  aims o f  e d u c a t io n i s t s  and th e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

th e  e x a m in a tio n s ' b o a rd s .  F or th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry ,  p u b lic  

ex am in a tio n s  concerned  th e m se lv es  e x c lu s iv e ly  w ith  w r i t t e n  com petence.

Oracy f i n a l l y  b ro k e  th ro u g h  th e  p u b lic  e x a m in a tio n s ' " b a r r i e r "  in  th e  

1 9 5 0 's  when th e r e  was a  su rg e  o f  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n s . In  1953, th e  E n g lish  

Speak ing  B oard and th e  N o rth e rn  U n i v e r s i t i e s '  J o in t  M a tr ic u la t io n  Board 

p io n e e re d  some o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  t e s t s  in  spoken E n g lish  and th e s e  were 

fo llo w ed  a  y e a r  l a t e r  by  th e  A sso c ia te d  Board o f  th e  R oyal Schoo ls o f  M usic. 

S e v e ra l o th e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  d u rin g  t h i s  

decade ( e .g .  th e  Union o f  E d u c a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e s ,  th e  G u ild h a l l  School o f  

Music and Drama, th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A rts  and Dui'ham U n iv e r s i ty  S c h o o ls ' 

Exam ining B o ard ). A lthough , in  one s e n s e ,  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  sudden grow th 

re p re s e n te d  a tu r n in g  p o in t ,  in  a n o th e r ,  th e s e  ex am in a tio n s  made o n ly  a 

l im i te d  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  r i s i n g  s t a t u s  o f  o racy  b eca u se  th e y  w ere m o s tly  

o f f e r e d  by non-GCE a u t h o r i t i e s  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  la c k e d  th e  academ ic l u s t r e  

o f  0 -L ev e l. A d m itte d ly , two o f  th e  a fo re -m e n tio n e d  b o d ie s  w ere GCE b o a rd s  

b u t  th e  way in  w hich th e y  t r e a t e d  o racy  d id  l i t t l e  to  enhance i t s  academ ic 

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  For in s ta n c e ,  th e  ex am in a tio n  o f f e r e d  by  th e  NUJMB grew o u t 

o f  an i n i t i a t i v e  p io n e e re d  by a L iv e rp o o l grammar s c h o o l. S in ce  grammar
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s c h o o l p u p i l s  n o rm a lly  s i t  GCE e x a m in a tio n s , th e  H eadm aster n a t u r a l l y  

r e q u e s te d  t h a t  h i s  spoken E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  sh o u ld  be in c o rp o ra te d  in to  

GCE:

An approach  was made to  th e  N o rth e rn  U n i v e r s i t i e s '  J o in t  
M a tr ic u la t io n  B oard , i n v i t i n g  them  t o  conduct an ex am in a tio n  in  
o r a l  E n g lish  as  p a r t  o f  th e  G en era l C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  E d u c a tio n ,
The r e q u e s t  was tu rn e d  down b u t  on su b m iss io n  o f  d e t a i l s  o f  th e
scheme used  i n t e r n a l l y  an o f f e r  was made to  conduct an
e x p e r im e n ta l ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  i s s u e  o f  a  form  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
b u t  n o t as p a r t  o f  th e  GCE. (B a x te r , 1952, p . 65 1 )

T hus, th e  NUJMB ag re e d  t o  exam ine o racy  b u t n o t t o  ac c o rd  i t  GCE s t a t u s .

The NUJMB was n o t a lo n e  in  deny ing  spoken E n g lish  0 - L eve l s t a t u s .

From 1956 u n t i l  i t s  c lo s u re  in  1964, Durham U n iv e r s i ty  S c h o o ls ' Exam ining 

Board o p e ra te d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  w hich e x p e r ie n c e d  a s te a d y  

grow th in  c a n d id a tu r e .  In d e e d , when th e  u n iv e r s i t y  announced i t s  i n t e n t i o n  

to  c lo s e  th e  b o a rd , th e  s c h o o ls  w hich had  been  u s in g  th e  o r a l  t e s t  

a r ra n g e d  f o r  i t s  c o n t in u a t io n  u n d er th e  O xford D elegacy  and th e  Cambridge 

S y n d ic a te . In  s p i t e  o f  th e  su p p o rt f o r  t h i s  ex am in a tio n  from  s c h o o ls ,  "The 

Durham t e s t  was n ev e r a  GCE t e s t ,  n o r was i t  t i e d  t o  any w r i t t e n  p ap e r"  

(w ise , 1964 , p . 7 1 ) .  T hus, a lth o u g h  o r a l  a ssessm en t was becom ing more 

w id e ly  a v a i la b l e  in  th e  1 9 5 0 's ,  th e r e  was a  dangerous t r e n d  to  i t s

developm ent. I t  was becom ing e s ta b l i s h e d  as an i n f e r i o r  d i s c i p l i n e  d en ied

GCE s t a t u s .  In  1965, W ilk in so n  f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  o racy  

" . . .  i s  n o t a f r i l l "  ( p . 5 8 ) .  W ilk in s o n 's  s ta te m e n t i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  in  

view  o f  th e  tr e a tm e n t  o f  spoken E n g lish  by th e  GCE b o a rd s .

Spoken E n g lish  was f i n a l l y  in tro d u c e d  in to  0 -L e v e l E n g lish  in  1964 (as  

p a r t  o f  th e  London B o a rd 's  Language e x a m in a tio n ) . However, i t  was n o t 

t r e a t e d  as an i n t e g r a l  e lem en t o f  E n g lish  b u t as an o p t io n a l  e x t r a .  A 

c a n d id a te  who to o k  t h i s  a d d i t io n a l  e lem en t re c e iv e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  e n t i t l e d ,  

"E n g lish  Language w ith  Spoken E n g lish "  w ith  th e  im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  o ra c y  was 

an appendage w hich co u ld  be  " ta c k e d  on" t o  th e  end o f  an aw ard. F u r th e r 

m ore, a lth o u g h  th e  w r i t t e n  and o r a l  com ponents w ere in d e p e n d e n t, 

c a n d id a te s  w ere e n t i t l e d  t o  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  on th e  s t r e n g th  o f  a p ass  in  th e
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w r i t t e n  p a p e rs  r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e i r  p erfo rm ance  in  th e  o r a l  t e s t s  h u t th o s e  

who p a s se d  th e  spoken E n g lish  t e s t  o n ly  r e c e iv e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  i f  th e y  a l s o  

p a sse d  th e  w r i t t e n  ex a m in a tio n . C le a r ly ,  o ra c y  s t i l l  had  a  lo n g  way t o  go 

to  a c h ie v e  r e a l  academ ic r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .

5. THE CONTRIBUTION OF CSE

The commitment to  spoken lan g u ag e  w hich had  been  grow ing th ro u g h o u t 

t h i s  c e n tu ry  f i n a l l y  found e x p re s s io n  th ro u g h  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE. In  f a c t ,  

i t  i s  no e x a g g e ra tio n  to  d e s c r ib e  CSE as th e  r e a l  tu r n in g  p o in t  in  o r a l  

a s se s sm e n t. CSE was th e  f i r s t  n a t io n a l  e x am in a tio n  f r e e d  from  th e  v e s te d  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  b o a rd s .  O p era ted  by p r a c t i s i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  i t  was 

f r e e  t o  s e rv e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and t h i s  p roduced  a c l im a te  fa v o u ra b le  to  

in n o v a tio n :

The in t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  CSE w ith  i t s  m assive  c o n f r o n ta t io n  o f  
te a c h e r s  w ith  problem s o f  a sse ssm en t has p roduced  a  c l im a te  f o r  
re fo rm . (E g g le s to n , 1967, p . 58)

T his s t im u la te d  f r e s h  th in k in g  ab o u t te c h n iq u e s  o f  a s se ssm e n t:

CSE . . .  b u r s t  as a  trem en d o u s , g r e a t  s e a r c h l ig h t  upon th e  d a rk n e ss  
o f  th e  exam ining  w o rld . I t  has  made p e o p le  more aware o f  w hat th e y  
a re  t r y i n g  to  do in  an e x a m in a tio n , w hat t h e y 'r e  t r y i n g  to  t e s t  and 
m easure . I  d o n 't  th in k  i t  was e v e r  r e a l l y  c o n s id e re d  a t  a l l  
p ro p e r ly  in  th e  o ld  0 -L eve l d a y s . CSE s t a r t e d  r i g h t  from  th e  v e ry  
o u ts e t  by t r y i n g  t o  im prove exam in ing  te c h n iq u e s  and I  th in k  i t  has 
made a  trem endous c o n t r ib u t io n  in  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  (I0 8 )

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) p r e s e n te d  i t  as a  " c h a lle n g e "  ( p . 26) to

te a c h e r s  t o  c r e a te :  " . . .  new and b e t t e r  means o f  t e s t i n g "  ( p . 3 ) . T his was

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  E n g lish :

P re v io u s  ex am in a tio n s  in  E n g lish  a re  n o t much h e lp  . . .  F i r s t ,  
th e y  t e s t  o n ly  a l im i t e d  ran g e  o f  s k i l l s .  They o f f e r  f o r  
a sse ssm en t . . .  th e  w r i t e r  o f  one ty p e  o f  e s s a y ,  th e  com prehcnder 
o f  one ty p e  o f  p a s s a g e , th e  re p ro d u c e r  o f  a  few s e t  b ooks. Even 
t h i s  narrow  range  o f  s k i l l s  i s  n o t f u l l y  a s s e s s e d  . . .  Why a s s e s s  
o r a l  a b i l i t y ?  F i r s t ,  b eca u se  we have ag re e d  in  p r in c i p le  to  
a s s e s s  perfo rm ance o v er th e  w hole ran g e  o f  la n g u a g e .

(D ixon, 1965 , p p . l  and 29)

Thus, th e  p e n t-u p  en th u siasm  f o r  spoken E n g lish  was u n le a sh e d . In d e e d , as

A lle n  (1977 ) o b se rv ed : " In  th e  e a r ly  days o f  CSE one o f  th e  most f i e r y
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en th u sia sm s  was fo r  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  an o r a l  a sse ssm en t"  ( p . 1 5 ) . T h is  was 

r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  s y l la b u s e s  o f  th e  r e g io n a l  E n g lis h  P a n e ls .

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) had  e x p re s se d  th e  hope t h a t ,  " . . .  no 

e x am in a tio n  w hich i s  co n ce rn ed  s o le ly  w ith  w r i t t e n  work w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  

a d eq u a te  f o r  th e  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  S econdary  E d u ca tio n "  (pp .U O -U l). In  th e  

e v e n t , th e r e  was u n iv e r s a l  agreem ent am ongst th e  s ix te e n  Mode I  p a n e ls  t h a t  

CSE E n g lish  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  an o r a l  com ponent.*  I t  i s  rem a rk ab le  t h a t  th e r e  

was n o t a  d i s s e n t in g  v o ic e  am ongst th e  p a n e ls  on t h i s  q u e s t io n .  However, 

as th e  s y l la b u s  o f  th e  London B oard had  d e m o n s tra te d , m ere ly  t o  in c lu d e  an 

o r a l  t e s t  d id  n o t  g u a ra n te e  i t s  s t a t u s  -  a  more a c c u ra te  in d i c a t io n  o f  t h i s  

was p ro v id e d  by i t s  s ta n d in g  w ith in  th e  e x a m in a tio n . Would CSE p e rp e tu a te  

th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  o racy  as  a  " f r i l l "  o r  an o p t io n a l  e x t r a  to  E n g lish ?  A gain 

t h e r e  was an im p re ss iv e  d eg ree  o f  consensus am ongst th e  p a n e ls  w ith  a l l  

s ix te e n  a g re e in g  t h a t  spoken E n g lish  sh o u ld  be com pulsory .

The commitment to  spoken E n g lish  d id  n o t s to p  s h o r t  a t  t h i s  p o in t  b u t 

was u n d e r l in e d  by th e  mark w e ig h tin g s  a l lo c a t e d  to  i t .  Sometimes com pulsory 

item s  a re  a l lo c a t e d  such  sm a ll mark w e ig h tin g s  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  th e  

e x am in a tio n  as a  w hole i s  n e g l ig ib l e .  R eco g n is in g  t h i s .  E xam inations 

B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) s t r e s s e d  t h a t  o r a l  t e s t s ,  " . . .  sh o u ld  form  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

p o r t io n  o f  th e  E n g lish  e x a m in a tio n , a c c o u n tin g  f o r  betw een  o n e - th i r d  and 

o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  t o t a l  m arks" ( p p .3 6 -3 7 ). In  th e  e v e n t ,  a lm o st a l l  o f  th e  

p a n e ls  o p te d  f o r  a s m a l le r  mark w e ig h tin g . H itchman (1968) r e p o r te d  t h a t  

fo u r te e n  o f  th e  p a n e ls  q u o ted  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  marks th e y  a l lo c a t e d  to  

o ra c y  and t h a t  t h i s  ran g ed  betw een  20% and 30% w ith  an av e ra g e  o f  23%. Thus, 

no p a n e l had  aw arded l e s s  th a n  a  f i f t h  o f  th e  marks to  spoken E n g lis h . 

A lthough  t h i s  f e l l  s h o r t  o f  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 ' s recom m endation , i t  was

* These f ig u r e s  a re  ta k e n  from  a  su rv ey  c a r r i e d  o u t by Hitchm an ( 1968 ) .  
C e r ta in  re g io n s  w ere s u b -d iv id e d  in to  s e p a r a te  a re a s  w ith  t h e i r  own 
E n g lish  p a n e ls  w hich m eant t h a t  th e r e  was a  t o t a l  o f  s i x t e e n ,  s e p a ra te  
Mode 1 s y l la b u s e s  in  o p e r a t io n .
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by no means an in s u b s ta n t ia l ,  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  m ark. A lthough 

t h i s  c o u ld  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a c o n t in u in g  u n d e rv a lu a tio n  o f  o ra c y , i t  i s  

more r e a l i s t i c  t o  a t t r i b u t e  i t  t o  n a t u r a l  c a u t io n .  Most te a c h e r s  w ere 

n o v ic e s  t o  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  exam ining  w h ile  even e x p e r ie n c e d  exam iners w ere 

l i k e l y  t o  have had  l i t t l e  o r  no e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t. In  t h i s  

l i g h t ,  th e  d e c is io n  to  a l l o c a t e  an av e ra g e  o f  23% o f  th e  m arks to  spoken 

E n g lish  su g g e s ts  a  commitment t o  o ra c y  tem pered  by n a t u r a l  c a u t io n .  T h is 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  seems to  r e f l e c t  th e  f e e l in g s  o f  p eo p le  who se rv e d

on th e  o r i g i n a l  R eg io n a l P a n e l in  th e  E a s t M idland R eg ion . R e fe r r in g  to  th e

d e c is io n  t o  in c lu d e  an o r a l  e x am in a tio n  c a r ry in g  20% o f  th e  m arks, 103 

o b se rv ed :

I t  w ould have been  so  easy  t o  l e t  t h a t  go b eca u se  i t  was such  a 
d i f f i c u l t  th in g  t o  ru n  in  th o s e  days b u t we k e p t i t  in  . . .  and 
t h i s  was an ach iev em en t.

109 ag re e d :

The f a c t  th a t ,  we had  th e  o r a l  component as p a r t  o f  E n g lish
Language f o r  CSE was a m ajo r b re a k th ro u g h  . . .  B ecause we
w e r e n 't  s u r e ,  we d i d n ' t  ru n  away from  i t .

A lthough  in  one s e n s e ,  CSE r e p r e s e n ts  an im p o rta n t m ile s to n e  in  th e  

h i s to r y  o f  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n s , th e s e  ach ievem en ts  made l i t t l e  im pact on GCE 

w hich , f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  c o n tin u e d  to  n e g le c t  o ra c y . Thus, o racy  became 

even more f i rm ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  as m o s tly  beyond th e  p a le  o f  GCE, g e n u in e ly  

a c c e p te d  o n ly  w i th in  th e  sp h e re  o f  CSE. In  one s e n s e , CSE has done o r a l  

E n g lish  an im p o rta n t s e r v ic e ,  in  a n o th e r ,  i t s  unacadem ic image has been  

co n firm ed .

CSE h as  been  in  o p e ra t io n  f o r  n e a r ly  two decades and a lth o u g h  i t s  

approach  was r e v o lu t io n a r y  in  I 96 5 , o r a l  t e s t s  a re  now an e s t a b l i s h e d  

f e a tu r e  w ith  w hich p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  a re  f u l l y  a c q u a in te d . T h e re fo re ,  

i t  seems t im e ly  t o  e n q u ire  how te a c h e r s  f e e l  abou t o r a l  exam ining  in  th e  

l i g h t  o f  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e . A f te r  t h a t  i n i t i a l  su rg e  o f  " f i e r y  e n th u s ia sm " , 

how has  o r a l  exam ining  worked o u t in  p r a c t ic e ?  What a re  " . . .  th e  le s s o n s  

and ach iev em en ts"  (D ixon, 1977, p . 8) to  be drawn from  t h i s  work? The
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fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  a t te m p ts  t o  p ro v id e  some answ ers to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s .

B. THE FINDINGS

1 . LEVEL OF COMMITMENT TO ORAL EXAMINING

In  1977, A lle n  o b se rv ed  t h a t  a lth o u g h :

In  th e  e a r ly  days o f  CSE one o f  th e  m ost f i e r y  en th u siasm s was 
f o r  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  an o r a l  a ssessm en t . . .  i f  my an ten n ae  a re  
w ork ing  a r i g h t ,  th e  mood h as  changed to  som eth ing  ap p ro ach in g  
e i t h e r  p a r o c h ia l  in d i f f e r e n c e  ( " I  can  do my own th in g " )  o r 
doubt ab o u t th e  in c lu s io n  o f  any o r a l  a s se s sm e n t, ( p .15)

T his o b s e rv a t io n  was b a se d  on th e  JMB/TWYLREB l6 +  scheme from  w hich

spoken E n g lis h  h ad  been  o m itte d :

Though th e r e  a re  some p a r t i c i p a n t s  who a re  a s k in g  f o r  i t s  
i n c lu s io n ,  th e r e  a re  many who p r e f e r  th in g s  as th e y  a re  and 
o th e r s  who seem n o t to  c a re  e i t h e r  way. I f  th e  p o in t  i s  made 
t h a t  th e  more e n l ig h te n e d  sc h o o ls  te n d  t o  j o in  t h i s  100 p e r  
c e n t c o u rse  work schem e, a  la r g e  s h i f t  in  o p in io n  s in c e  e a r ly  
CSE days i s  in d i c a te d ,  ( p . 15)

A lle n  su g g e s te d  a  m ajo r s h i f t  in  a t t i t u d e s  in  th e  West Y o rk sh ire  and 

L indsey  R egion m aking i t  im p o rta n t to  e n q u ire  w h eth er a  s im i la r  r e a c t io n  

had ta k e n  p la c e  in  th e  E as t M idland Region?

The e v id en ce  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  su g g e s ts  t h a t  such  a  r e a c t io n  has 

n o t o c c u r re d  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion . N e ith e r  " p a ro c h ia l  in d i f f e r e n c e "  

n o r "doub t abou t th e  in c lu s io n  o f  any o r a l  a sse ssm en t"  f e a tu r e d  as 

p rom inen t a t t i t u d e s  among th e  sam ple . On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e r e  was f irm  

commitment t o  o r a l  exam ining  w hich was p erh ap s  m ost s t r i k i n g l y  

i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  re s p o n se s  t o  Q u estio n  7 w hich l i s t e d  v a r io u s  

p ro c e d u re s  em ployed by CSE and e n q u ire d  w hich th e  re sp o n d e n ts  would w ish  

to  r e t a i n  in  a  r e v is e d  l6 +  ex am in a tio n s  sy stem . The r e s u l t i n g  re sp o n se s  

a re  in d ic a te d  in  b r a c k e t s .
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T. I f  th e  ex am in a tio n  system  a t  l6 +  i s  r e v i s e d ,  w hich a s p e c ts  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  ex am in a tio n  p ro c e d u re s  would you l i k e  t o  see  
r e t a in e d  fo r  th e  C .S .E . a b i l i t y  ran g e?  . . .  P le a se  p la c e  
t i c k s  in  th e  Language boxes o f  a l l  o f  th o s e  item s w hich 
you w ould l i k e  to  se e  in c lu d e d  in  Language ex am in a tio n s  a t

FOR
LANGUAGE

( i ) The o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  te a c h e r s  to  subm it 
t h e i r  own Mode I I I  s y l la b u s e s (70%)

( i i ) O p tio n a l e x t e r n a l  s y l la b u s e s  d e v ise d  by 
th e  exam ining  b o a rd (53%)

( i i i ) D em ocratic  te a c h e r  c o n t r o l  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  p ro c e d u re

(62%)

( iv ) The asse ssm en t o f  o r a l  a b i l i t y (92%)
(v) An e x t e r n a l ly  p r e s c r ib e d  s y l la b u s ,  b u t  

one w hich a llo w s  w ide ch o ic e (52%)

(v i) A n a rro w ly  p r e s c r ib e d  s y l la b u s ( 7%)
( v i i ) A c o n te n t - f r e e  s y l la b u s  in v o lv in g  

g u id e l in e s  as t o  th e  aims and 
o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  c o u rse

(46%)

v i i i ) The asse ssm en t o f  a u r a l  a b i l i t y (74%)

The m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f  th e s e  re s p o n s e s  was th e  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  

commitment to  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t. W hereas m ost item s sp re a d  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

more o r  l e s s  e v en ly  betw een th e  d e s i r e  to  r e t a i n  o r  abandon an e le m e n t, 

th e r e  was a lm o st t o t a l  consensus {92%) abou t r e t a in in g  o r a l  a s se ssm e n t. 

C le a r ly ,  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere u n i te d  in  t h e i r  c o n t in u in g  commitment to  o r a l  

ex am in in g .

At th e  same tim e  as  A lle n  (l9TT) i d e n t i f i e d  a  change in  a t t i t u d e  in  th e  

TWYLREB R eg ion , EMREB was r e p la c in g  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  a system  o f  

d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n . * *  T his meant t h a t  30% o f  th e  m arks, w hich had 

p r e v io u s ly  been  a l lo c a t e d  to  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w ere u n acco u n ted  f o r  and th e  way in

* The c o n d i t io n a l  v erb  te n s e  was u sed  in  t h i s  q u e s tio n  b ecau se  th e  GCSE 
p ro p o s a ls  had  been  sh e lv e d  by th e  governm ent a t  th e  tim e  when th e  
q u e s t io n n a ir e  was d e sp a tc h e d .

** T his i s  a  h y b r id  form  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  w hich s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
a re  aw arded fo r  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  (a s  in  s e p a ra te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n )  
b u t e n t ry  in  b o th  a re a s  i s  com pulsory  (a s  in  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ) .
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w hich th e s e  " sp a re "  marks w ere a p p o r tio n e d  betw een  rem a in in g  components 

( i . e .  w r i t t e n  lang u ag e  and o racy ) p ro v id e d  an im p o rta n t i n d i c a t io n  o f  

c u r r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  to w ards o ra c y . O r ig in a l ly ,  o ra c y  had acco u n ted  f o r  20% 

o f  th e  m arks in  a  th ree -co m p o n en t e x a m in a tio n . A f te r  d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  

i t  a cc o u n ted  f o r  30% o f  th e  m arks in  a  tw o-com ponent e x a m in a tio n . Had 

spoken E n g lish  n o t r e c e iv e d  any o f  th e  s p a re  m ark s , i t s  w e ig h tin g  w ith in  

th e  ex am in a tio n  w ould have been  e f f e c t i v e l y  red u ce d  le n d in g  su p p o rt to  

A lle n ^ s  c la im  t h a t  th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t was d im in is h in g . The 

way in  w hich th e  sp a re  m arks a c t u a l l y  w ere d i s t r i b u t e d  a p p e a rs  to  have been 

in te n d e d  t o  p re s e rv e  th e  o r i g i n a l  b a la n c e  betw een  w r i t t e n  and spoken 

lan g u ag e  r a t h e r  th a n  to  a l t e r  i t .  J u s t  a s  in  th e  o r i g i n a l  s y l la b u s  w r i t t e n  

lan g u ag e  had been  th e  p r i n c i p a l  component a c c o u n tin g  f o r  50% o f  th e  t o t a l  

m ark , so to o  in  th e  r e v is e d  s y l la b u s  w r i t t e n  lan g u ag e  rem ained  th e  m ajor 

e lem en t a c c o u n tin g  f o r  70% o f  th e  m arks. EMREB has c o n tin u e d  to  s t r i k e  a 

d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  in  i t s  mark w e ig h tin g s  so t h a t  o ra c y  h as  rem ained  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  b u t n e v e r  a  p r i n c i p a l  component o f  th e  E n g lish  a s se s sm e n t. The 

accu m u la ted  ev id en ce  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  l e v e l  o f  su p p o rt f o r  o ra c y , r a t h e r  

th a n  f a l t e r i n g  o v er th e  y e a r s ,  h as  rem ained  c o n s ta n t .

When th e  re s p o n d e n ts ' comments w ere a n a ly s e d , th r e e  p r in c i p a l  re a s o n s

em erged f o r  t h i s  commitment. F i r s t l y ,  i t  was a rg u ed  t h a t  spoken lan g u ag e

p la y s  such a  v i t a l  r o le  in  a  c h i l d 's  lan g u ag e  developm ent t h a t  any E n g lish

a ssessm en t w hich ig n o re s  i t  m ust be in a d e q u a te .  The b e l i e f  t h a t  an E n g lish

e x am in a tio n  w hich o m its  o ra c y  i s  in v a l id  was w id e ly  h e ld .

I  f e e l  s t r o n g ly  t h a t  o r a l  a b i l i t y  i s  such  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  
lang u ag e  -  th e  way a p e rso n  th in k s  and e x p re s s e s  h im s e lf  -  t h a t  
g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  b o th  t o  exam ining  means by 
w hich t h i s  can be s t im u la te d  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  and a s s e s s e d  
a c c u r a te ly .  (Q609)

The o r a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  n o t an easy  problem  b u t f o r  an 
ex am in a tio n  to  be th o ro u g h  in  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  E n g lis h  i t  i s  a 
"m ust" . (Q585 )

O ra l exam ining i s  v i t a l  to  a  rounded  a s se s sm e n t. (q602)
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. . .  o r a l  work i s  such  a  s tro n g  f e a tu r e  o f  ev e ry  c h i l d 's  l e a r n in g  
p ro c e s s  t h a t  how ever d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  to  a s s e s s  and m o d e ra te , 
n o n e th e le s s  i t  sh o u ld  be a tte m p te d . (lOT)

I  canno t see  a  lan g u ag e  u sed  p u re ly  and sim p ly  w ith  a  pen in  
yo u r hand . (IIO )

A nother argum ent f r e q u e n t ly  fo rw ard ed  was th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  spoken

word f o r  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  :

CSE c h i ld r e n  a re  o f te n  a r t i c u l a t e  v e r b a l ly :  t h e i r  l i v e s  a re
s t r o n g ly  b a se d  on v e rb a l  com m unication . . .  s u r e ly  speech  ough t to  
be a  g r e a t e r  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  a s s e s s in g  p e rc e p t io n  and aw areness o f  
lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e  -  e s p e c i a l l y  l i t e r a t u r e ?  (Q133)

I  f e e l  o r a l  work and asse ssm en t a re  v i t a l  to  CSE c o u rse s  in  
E n g lis h  a s  so much com m unication f o r  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  be by 
word o f  mouth in  t h e i r  own l i v e s  and f u tu r e  em ployment. (Q315)

The m a jo r i ty  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  when th e y  le a v e  t h i s  s c h o o l, w i l l  do 
v e ry  l i t t l e  w r i t i n g .  Many w i l l  do v e ry  l i t t l e  r e a d in g  b u t th e y  
w i l l  do a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  l i s t e n i n g  and  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t a l k i n g ;  
so one o f  th e  c h ie f  fu n c t io n s  o f  th e  E n g lish  te a c h e r  sh o u ld  b e  to  
t r a i n  them  f o r  th o s e  fu n c t io n s  in  l i f e .  (109)

R esponden ts a l s o  s t r e s s e d  th e  r o l e  w hich speech  p la y s  in  th e  modern

w o rld  a rg u in g  t h a t  ex am in a tio n s  sh o u ld  r e f l e c t  th e  im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d  to

spoken com m unication. For in s ta n c e ,  Q60U arg u ed  t h a t  more m arks sh o u ld  be

a l lo c a t e d  to  o ra c y  b ecau se  o f :

. . .  th e  e v e r  in c r e a s in g  em phasis l a i d  on spoken lan g u ag e  in  th e  
modern w o rld . A l i v i n g  lan g u ag e  r e f l e c t s  such  s h i f t s  in  
em p h asis ; an a sse ssm en t p ro c e d u re  aim ed a t  e s t im a t in g  a b i l i t y  
to  u se  such  a  lan g u ag e  sh o u ld  make th e  a p p r o p r ia te  changes f o r  
th e  sake o f  ac c u ra c y .

O ra l a b i l i t y  seems more im p o rta n t in  ( th e )  p r e s e n t  w orld  -  l e s s  
w r i t in g  needed . Exam b o a rd s  can in f lu e n c e  te a c h e r s  -  p r e s s u r e  
them  t o  g iv e  more te a c h in g  tim e  to  o r a l  work -  by in c lu d in g  o r a l  
a ssessm en t a s  (an ) im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e  ex a m in a tio n . (QOOT)

C le a r ly ,  many te a c h e r s  w ished  to  e l im in a te  th e  " . . .  gap betw een a sc h o o l

w o rld , where w r i t in g  i s  a l l - im p o r t a n t ,  and th e  r e a l  w o r ld , w here th e

g r e a t e s t  need  i s  f o r  s k i l l  in  speech" (D ixon, 1965, p . 2 9 ) .

D e sp ite  t h e i r  commitment to  o r a l  exam in ing , i t  w ould be wrong to  im ply  

th a t  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere com placen t. They w ere , in  f a c t ,  a c u te ly  aw are o f  

th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  r a i s e d  by o r a l  a sse ssm en t and t h i s  i s  p e rh ap s  b e s t  

i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e i r  re sp o n se s  to  Q u estio n  21 w hich e n q u ire d  what p ro p o r t io n
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o f  th e  t o t a l  mark th e y  b e l ie v e d  sh o u ld  b e  a l lo c a t e d  to  o ra c y . A lthough 

t h i s  q u e s tio n  r e f e r r e d  to  Mode I ,  i t  was a d d re s s e d  to  th e  e n t i r e  sam ple

b ecau se  i t  was im p o rta n t to  know how a l l  t e a c h e r s  f e l t  ab o u t th e  w e ig h tin g

o f  spoken E n g lis h . The f ig u r e s  in  b r a c k e ts  in d i c a te  th e  re sp o n se  r a t e  f o r  

each  o p t io n .

21. The Mode I  Language E xam ination  a l l o c a t e s  30% o f  th e  t o t a l  
mark t o  th e  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t. T h is a l l o c a t io n :

( i )  r e p r e s e n t s  an a d e q u a te  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  ( 50%)
t o t a l  mark

( i i )  sh o u ld  be  in c re a s e d  ( 5%)

( i i i )  sh o u ld  be d e c re a se d  (3^%)

( in v a l id  re sp o n se  ( 2%))

A lthough f i rm ly  com m itted  t o  o r a l  exam ining  ( i . e .  92% had  in d ic a te d  t h a t  i t  

sh o u ld  be  r e t a in e d  in  a f u tu r e  I 6+ e x a m in a t io n ) ,  m ost re s p o n d e n ts  b e l ie v e d  

t h a t  i t s  mark w e ig h tin g  ough t t o  be  c a r e f u l ly  c o n t r o l le d .  Only 5% f e l t  

t h a t  o ra c y  sh o u ld  acc o u n t f o r  more th a n  30% o f  th e  t o t a l  m ark , and w h ile  th e  

m a jo r i ty  ( 59%) w ere happy f o r  i t  t o  c a r r y  30% o f  th e  m ark s , a s u b s t a n t i a l  

m in o r i ty  (3^%) b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h i s  sh o u ld  be d e c re a se d . C le a r ly ,  most 

re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  t h a t  o ra c y  sh o u ld  p la y  o n ly  a  l im i t e d  r o l e  in  th e  lan g u ag e  

a s se s sm e n t. I f  th e s e  p r e f e r r e d  mark w e ig h tin g s  may be re g a rd e d  as  a  rough  

g u id e  to  a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s  o r a l  exam in in g , t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  c a u t io n  

su g g e s te d  t h a t  most t e a c h e r s  had  r e s e r v a t io n s  ab o u t a s s e s s in g  spoken 

E n g lis h .

2 . THE SPECIAL NATURE OF THE ORAL MEDIUM

The re a so n s  why te a c h e r s  w ere r e lu c t a n t  to  a l l o c a t e  to o  many m arks to  

spoken E n g lis h  co n ce rn ed  th e  s p e c ia l  p rob lem s r a i s e d  by exam ining  in  an o r a l  

r a th e r  th a n  a  w r i t t e n  medium. Nowhere a re  th e  p rob lem s in h e re n t  in  E n g lish  

a ssessm en t (s e e  pp . i - v i  ) more a c u te ly  p r e s e n t  th a n  in  th e  ex am in a tio n  o f  

o racy  w hich p o ses  a l l  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  prob lem s o f  E n g lish  in  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r io u s  form :
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" i t  s u f f e r s  from  a l l  o f  th e  w eaknesses and i l l s  ( . . .  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  
r e l a t i v e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  e t c . )  o f  th e  e s s a y  e x a m in a tio n , b u t in  a 
more a c u te  and l e s s  c u ra b le  fo rm ."

(Wood q u o ted  by T rim b le , 193^, p . 550)

The s p e c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  o r a l  exam ining  may be 

i l l u s t r a t e d  by com paring th e  w r i t t e n  co m p o sitio n  w ith  th e  o r a l  c o m p o sitio n . 

H itchman (1968 ) d e s c r ib e s  as forms o f  o r a l  c o m p o s itio n , " . . .  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  

g roup d is c u s s io n  and th e  g iv in g  o f  a t a l k "  (p .2 2 U ). The te rm  "co m p o sitio n "  

a p t ly  d e s c r ib e s  such  a c t i v i t i e s  b eca u se  r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h eth er th e  

c a n d id a te  i s  o p e ra t in g  in  th e  w r i t t e n  o r  th e  v e rb a l  medium, he must 

c o n s t r u c t  lan g u ag e  to  convey m eaning . T h e re fo re ,  th e  e s s a y  and th e  

c o n v e rs a t io n  a re  exam ples o f  th e  same ty p e  o f  t e s t  c a r r i e d  o u t in  a 

d i f f e r e n t  medium and th e y  p ro v id e  a u s e f u l  means o f  com paring spoken and 

w r i t t e n  E n g l is h ,

Many o f  th e  p roblem s posed  by e s s a y  a ssessm en t a l s o  o ccu r in  th e  

c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t .  F i r s t l y ,  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  re sp o n se  i s  th e  same. 

R e g a rd le ss  o f  w h eth er a  c a n d id a te  i s  r e q u ir e d  to  w r i te  an e s s a y  o r  t o  h o ld  

a  d i s c u s s io n ,  i t  i s  h i s  u n iq u e , p e r s o n a l  re sp o n se  w hich i s  e l i c i t e d .  T his 

p re d e te rm in e s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  a ssessm en t w hich can ta k e  p la c e .  In  an 

o b je c t iv e  t e s t ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  s p e c ify  th e  re sp o n se  r e q u i r e d  o f  a 

c a n d id a te  b u t  in  a  f r e e - r e s p o n s e  t e s t  th e r e  i s  no such  th in g  as a s i n g l e ,  

c o r r e c t  an sw er. A w ide v a r i e ty  o f  re sp o n se s  may be a c c e p ta b le  an d , a lth o u g h  

i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  some s o r t  o f  judgem ent on t h e i r  d eg ree  o f  e x c e lle n c e  

and a p p r o p r ia te n e s s ,  th e r e  i s  no such  th in g  as an a b s o lu te ly  " r ig h t "  o r  

"wrong" answ er. T hus, th e r e  i s  a l a r g e  e lem en t o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  in  a f r e e -  

re sp o n se  t e s t i n g  p ro ced u re  such  as w r i t t e n  o r  o r a l  c o m p o sitio n . As B a l la rd  

(1923 ) o b se rv ed :

One o f  th e  d e f e c ts  o f  th e  e s sa y  as a m easu rin g  d ev ice  . . .  i s  th e  
im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  making th e  e s sa y  am enable to  r i g i d ,  o b je c t iv e  
m easurem ent. ( p ,6 l )

In  b o th  c a s e s , th e  t e s t  may be e x p e c te d  to  p roduce a  w ide v a r i e ty  o f

re s p o n s e s .  In d e e d , th e  more o r i g i n a l  th e  re s p o n s e , th e  more l i k e l y  i t  i s
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to  b e  v a lu e d ,  th u s  making i t  im p o ss ib le  t o  d e v ise  an o b je c t iv e  mark scheme

t o  encom pass and acco u n t f o r  th e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  re sp o n se s  w hich may be

e x p e c te d . A lthough  a n a l y t i c a l  mark schemes a re  d e v ise d  in  an a tte m p t to

make th e  a sse ssm en t more o b je c t iv e ,  th e s e  do n o t q u a n t i fy  th e  a c tu a l

c o n te n t o f  c o m p o s itio n s ; th e y  a re  l im i t e d  to  d e s c r ib in g  th e  q u a l i t i e s  w hich

a co m p o sitio n  ought t o  e x h i b i t .  T hus, a lth o u g h  a n a l y t i c a l  mark schemes may

f a c i l i t a t e  agreem ent am ongst exam iners as to  th e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a re  t o  be

e v a lu a te d ,  th e  amount o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  in  th e  a ssessm en t i s  red u ce d  v e ry

l i t t l e .  T h is i s  b eca u se  a s u b je c t iv e  mark scheme can o n ly  e v e r  c o n s i s t  o f

ap p ro x im a tio n s  r a t h e r  th a n  p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  T hus, th e  e x a m in e r 's

judgem ent i s  c a l l e d  i n to  p la y  -  he has  t o  i n t e r p r e t  h is  mark schem e. As

soon as an exam iner i s  r e q u i r e d  to  ju d g e  th e  e x te n t  t o  w hich a p a r t i c u l a r

q u a l i ty  i s  p r e s e n t ,  he i s  b e in g  r e q u ir e d  t o  make a p e r s o n a l  judgem ent w hich

in e v i t a b ly  w i l l  be c o lo u re d  by h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n s , p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s ,

v a lu e s  e t c .*  As H itchm an (1966 ) o b se rv ed :

Why i s  i t  t h a t  two exam iners o f  e q u a l com petence a re  q u i te  l i k e l y  
to  p roduce v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  a sse ssm e n ts  in  Spoken E n g lish  f o r  th e  
same c a n d id a te ?  The answ er seems to  be t h a t  (a )  ju d g e s  do n o t 
p e rc e iv e  th e  same th i n g s ,  and (b ) th e y  e v a lu a te  w hat th e y  do
p e rc e iv e  in  d i f f e r e n t  w ays An Am erican e x p e rim e n te r  has
spoken o f  th e  "p e rfo rm a n c e -a s -g iv e n "  as d i s t i n c t  from  th e  
" p e r fo rm a n c e -a s -p e rc e iv e d "  . . .  I t  i s  th e  o b s e rv e r  who ta k e s  th e s e  
th in g s  ( i . e .  th e  o b je c t iv e  g iv e n  o b se rv a b le  f a c t s  o f  th e  o r a l  
pe rfo rm an ce) and by fu s in g  them  w ith  w hat he h im s e lf  can " g iv e "  
c r e a te s  th e  "perfo rm an ce"  . , .  f o r  each  o b s e rv e r  th e r e  i s  an 
in d iv id u a l  " p e r fo rm a n c e -a s -p e rc e iv e d " . T here a re  e x a c t ly  as many 
perfo rm an ces as th e r e  a re  o b s e rv e r s ,  ( p p .3^ - 36 )

Up to  t h i s  p o in t ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich fa c e  th e  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  

exam iner a re  s i m i l a r .  In  b o th  c a s e s ,  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  th e  v e ry  e sse n c e  o f  

th e  t e s t  and i t  p re c lu d e s  an o b je c t iv e  a s se s sm e n t. However, th e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  fa c e d  by an o r a l  exam iner a re  i n f i n i t e l y  more a c u te  b eca u se  th e  

o r a l  medium in t ro d u c e s  a  new d im ension  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  in to  th e  a s se s sm e n t.

* For a more d e t a i l e d  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e s e  a rg u m en ts , see  th e  a u th o r ’s 
r e p o r t :  "Im prov ing  th e  R e l i a b i l i t y  o f  E ssay-M ark ing  : A Survey o f  th e
L i te r a t u r e  w ith  P a r t i c u l a r  R e fe re n ce  to  th e  E n g lish  Language C o m p o sitio n " , 
CSE R esearch  P r o je c t  R ep o rt 5 , (June I 98O ), p p .U -8 .
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These a d d i t io n a l  c o m p le x it ie s  become a p p a re n t when one c o n s id e rs  th e  

n a tu re  o f  th e  t e s t i n g  in s tru m e n t in  each  c a s e . A w r i t t e n  p a p e r rem ains th e  

same r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h e th e r th e  c a n d id a te  ta k e s  th e  ex am in a tio n  in  

L iv e rp o o l o r  B r ig h to n , r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h e th e r he ta k e s  i t  a t  9 o 'c lo c k  in  

th e  m orning o r  3 o 'c lo c k  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  and r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h eth er he i s  

a  f r i e n d l y  o r  a  h o s t i l e  c h a r a c te r .  T h is a t t r i b u t e  o f  w r i t t e n  t e s t s  i s  so  

obv ious t h a t  i t  i s  r a r e l y  c o n s id e re d  w o rth  m e n tio n in g . I t  i s  o n ly  when th e  

w r i t t e n  t e s t  i s  com pared w ith  th e  o r a l  t e s t  t h a t  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  t h i s  i s  

a p p re c ia te d .  The t e s t i n g  in s tru m e n t in  an o r a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  n o t an 

in a n im a te  p ie c e  o f  p r in t e d  p a p e r w hich rem ain s  th e  same r e g a r d le s s  o f  when, 

w here o r  w ith  whom i t  i s  u sed  b u t an in d iv id u a l  who n o t o n ly  a s s e s s e s  th e  

p e rfo rm a n ce , he a l s o  ta k e s  p a r t  in  i t .

In  o rd e r  to  c l a r i f y  t h i s  p o in t ,  i t  i s  u s e f u l  to  draw a  d i s t i n c t i o n  

betw een an "ex am in e r" , an " a s s e s s o r "  and an " e x a m in e r -a s s e s s o r" . For th e  

p u rp o ses  o f  t h i s  a rgum en t, an exam iner i s  d e f in e d  as a p e rso n  who a d m in is te rs  

a  t e s t ,  an a s s e s s o r  i s  someone who e v a lu a te s  t e s t  perfo rm ance  w h ile  an 

e x a m in e r -a s s e s s o r  s im u lta n e o u s ly  co n d u c ts  th e  t e s t  and r a t e s  th e  p e rfo rm a n ce . 

From th e s e  d e f i n i t i o n s , i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  p e rso n  who marks w r i t t e n  

co m p o sitio n s  i s  an a s s e s s o r  b eca u se  he  i s  n o t d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  in  c a r ry in g  

o u t th e  t e s t ;  he s im p ly  marks a  d isem bod ied  w r i t t e n  p e rfo rm a n c e . The 

p e rso n  who co n d u c ts  an o r a l  e x am in a tio n  has a much more complex r o le  to  p la y ;  

t h a t  o f  e x a m in e r -a s s e s s o r .  U n lik e  t h e  a s s e s s o r ,  he i s  p e r s o n a l ly  in v o lv e d  

in  t h a t  w hich he a t te m p ts  t o  a s s e s s  and t h i s  i s  th e  p o in t  a t  w hich a l l  s o r t s  

o f  e x t r a  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o c c u r .

One o b s e rv e r  summed up th e s e  s p e c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  when he d e s c r ib e d  

o r a l  exam in ing  as c h a r a c te r i z e d  b y , " . . .  heavy dependence . . .  upon a  com plex o f  

p e r s o n a l i ty  and s o c i a l  f a c to r s "  w hich make i t ,  " e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  

i s o l a t e  a s s e s s a b le  e lem en ts"  (A lle n , 1977, p . 1 0 ) . A no ther com m entator 

r e f e r r e d  to  t h e ,  " . . .  i n t e n s e ly  human s i t u a t i o n "  o f  o r a l  exami n in g  

(H itchm an, 1966 , p .U l ) .  In d e e d , th e  w hole c ru x  o f  th e  prob lem  l i e s  in  th e
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d i r e c t  c o n f ro n ta t io n  of p e r s o n a l i t i e s  in  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t. In  o rd e r  to  

e x p lo re  t h i s  i s s u e ,  th e  a u th o r  has found i t  n e c e s s a ry  t o  d e v ise  a te rm  to  

d e s c r ib e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  o r a l  t e s t  w hich i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s u b je c t  to  th e  

in f lu e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  and s o c i a l  f a c t o r s .  The te rm  chosen  i s  " p e rs o n a l 

i n t e r a c t io n "  b eca u se  i t  conveys th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a tu r e s  o f  t e s t s  w hich f a l l  

i n to  t h i s  c a te g o ry  e .g .  c o n v e rs a t io n  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  w ith  an 

ex am in er, g roup  d is c u s s io n  and s im u la te d  s i t u a t i o n s .  The im p o rta n t 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  i s  t h a t  i t  depends on th e  

c a n d id a te  and th e  exam iner i n t e r a c t i n g .  T hus, th e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l i 

t i e s  i s  a  s t ro n g  f e a tu r e  o f  p e rs o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s .  C le a r ly ,  n o t a l l  

o r a l  t e s t s  f a l l  i n to  t h i s  c a te g o ry .  R eading a lo u d  and g iv in g  a  t a l k  a re  

t e s t s  t o  w hich th e  exam iner does n o t c o n t r ib u te  d i r e c t l y  and th e r e f o r e  th e  

perfo rm ance  i s  n o t open t o  h i s  in f lu e n c e .  The b e s t  exam ple o f  a  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  i s  c o n v e rs a t io n  on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  w ith  an exam iner 

w hich i s  a  w id e ly  u sed  exam in ing  te c h n iq u e .  A lthough  c e r t a i n  t e s t s  d is p la y  

th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and o th e rs  do n o t ,  i t  i s  w orth  

rem em bering t h a t  th e  w hole am bience o f  an o r a l  e x a m in a tio n , r e g a r d le s s  o f  

th e  in d iv id u a l  t e s t  i te m s ,  i s  an " . . .  i n t e n s e ly  human s i t u a t i o n "  in v o lv in g  

th e  in t e r p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and "a  com plex o f  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s " .

3 . THE ROLE OF THE EXAMINER

O ra l exam ining  i s  a h ig h ly  s p e c i a l i s e d  and e x tre m e ly  s o p h i s t i c a te d  

a c t i v i t y  w hich r e q u i r e s  s p e c ia l  e x p e r t i s e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  exam iner. An 

o r a l  exam iner m ust d is p la y  a  f l a i r  f o r  p u t t in g  p eo p le  a t  t h e i r  e a s e ,  f o r  

l i s t e n i n g  s y m p a th e t ic a l ly  and f o r  "d raw ing  p eo p le  o u t" .  He m ust s t r i k e  t h a t  

d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  betw een  knowing when to  s p e a k , when to  l i s t e n  and when to  

s u s t a in  a  pause  in  th e  hope t h a t  th e  s i l e n c e  in d i c a te s  r e f l e c t i o n  and w i l l  

le a d  to  f u r th e r  u t t e r a n c e .  A w r i t t e n  exam iner may be  ex tre m e ly  ca p a b le  and 

y e t  d is p la y  none o f  th e s e  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  w hereas an o r a l  exam iner needs
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n o t o n ly  t o  be a r e l i a b l e  m arker b u t m ust a l s o  p o s se ss  th e s e  s o p h i s t i c a te d

s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  T hus, th e r e  i s  an e x t r a  d im ension  to  o r a l  exam ining  and

t h i s  was u n d e r l in e d  by  Hitchm an ( 1966 ) when he in c lu d e d  in  h i s  book on

o r a l  exam ining  a  w hole c h a p te r  d ev o ted  to  th e  s p e c ia l  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s

w hich an o r a l  exam iner ough t to  p o s s e s s .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t :

P erhaps th e  g r e a t e s t  s in g le  f a c t o r  d e c id in g  th e  su c c e s s  o r 
f a i l u r e  o f  th e  t e s t  i s  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  a s s e s s o r .  (p .U l)

S ince  in d iv id u a l  exam iners w i l l  v a ry  in  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich th e y  d is p la y  th e

n e c e s s a ry  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e  exam iner i s  a c r i t i c a l  v a r ia b le  in  th e

t e s t  s i t u a t i o n  -  an u n a v o id a b le  so u rce  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y .

T h is  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  e x a c e rb a te d  b eca u se  th e  ex am in e r, " . . .  a lm ost 

alw ays p la y s th e  dom inant r o le "  (H itchm an, 1966, p .U 2 ) . C onsequen tly  th e  

p erfo rm ance  w hich he marks may be  l a r g e ly  th e  p ro d u c t o f  h i s  own b e h a v io u r . 

Of c o u rs e ,  th e  exam iner may u se  h i s  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  to  good e f f e c t  

in  o rd e r  to  make i t  a  more e x a c t in g  t r i a l  o f  th e  c a n d id a te ’s l i n g u i s t i c  

com petence. However, he may a l s o  have a d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  on th e  

c a n d id a te 's  p e rfo rm an ce : he may t a l k  to o  much; f a i l  t o  "draw o u t"  th e

c a n d id a te ;  a sk  in a p p ro p r ia te  q u e s tio n s  e t c .  T hus, th e  e x a m in e r 's  conduct 

and p e r s o n a l i ty  a re  co n found ing  v a r ia b le s  in  th e  m easurem ent o f  o racy  and 

in d iv id u a l  t e s t s  can n o t be s ta n d a r d is e d  in  th e  way t h a t  w r i t t e n  t e s t s  a re  

s ta n d a r d i s e d .

T h is  prob lem  i s  e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  e s s e n t i a l l y  spon tan eo u s n a tu re  o f  

th e  o r a l  medium w hich makes i t  im p o ss ib le  f o r  th e  t e s t  ( i . e .  th e  e x a m in e r 's  

in p u t)  to  be s ta n d a rd is e d  in  th e  way t h a t  a  w r i t t e n  p a p e r may be 

s ta n d a r d is e d .  A w r i t t e n  t e s t  i s  th e  f i n a l  p ro d u c t o f  much th o u g h t ; i t  has 

been  m o d ifie d  and r e d r a f t e d  u n t i l  i t  i s  f e l t  t o  be a c c e p ta b le .  In  an o r a l  

exam in a tio n ', a lth o u g h  th e  exam iner may employ a  p re p a re d  l i s t  o f  t o p i c s , 

th e  u n p re d ic ta b le  n a tu re  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  means t h a t  he w i l l  be  fo rc e d  to  

make u n p lanned  re s p o n s e s .  Ah e x a m in e r 's  r e a c t io n ,  on th e  sp u r  o f  th e  

moment, can n o t be c a r e f u l ly  p re p a re d  and i t  i s  th u s  s u b je c t  to  a l l  th e
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w eaknesses o f  a sp o n tan eo u s re s p o n s e . The comments w hich w ere

v o lu n te e re d  hy th e  re sp o n d e n ts  su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  r o le  o f  th e  exam iner

was th e  s u b je c t  o f  much co n ce rn :

I t  i s  h a rd  to  know w h e th e r th e  d is c u s s io n  mark r e p r e s e n ts  th e  
p u p i l 's  c o n t r ib u t io n  o r  th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r 's .  (Q099)

D isc u ss io n  depends to o  much upon th e  s k i l l  o f  th e  t e a c h e r /  
exam iner. ( qU08)

O ra l exam ining  depends v e ry  much on th e  a b i l i t i e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  
o f  th e  ex am in er; one exam iner m ight be f a r  b e t t e r  a b le  to  
com municate w ith  th e  c a n d id a te  and th e r e f o r e  a c h ie v e  b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l .  (Q1T8)

A g r e a t  d e a l  i s  dependen t on th e  a t t i t u d e  and h e lp  g iv e n  by th e  
t e a c h e r s .  (Q0 16 )

Some te a c h e r s  p la c e d  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  a t  th e  to p  o f  t h e i r  l i s t  o f  co n c e rn s .

For in s ta n c e ,  QO89 a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  a s p e c t  o f  o r a l  exam ining  w hich cau sed

him g r e a t e s t  co n ce rn  w as, " . . .  th e  r e l i a n c e  on te a c h e r  s k i l l  t o  e n su re  an

e f f e c t iv e  d is c u s s io n " .  L ik ew ise , when ask ed  to  s p e c ify  what he re g a rd e d  a s

th e  main d i f f i c u l t y  in  o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t, 107 r e p l i e d :

. . .  exam iner p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I f  th e  exam iner d o e s n 't  show a 
gen u in e  re sp o n se  to  th e  c a n d id a te  and e n a b le  him to  ta k e  p a r t  in  
a  g en u in e  two-way d ia lo g u e , th e n  c l e a r l y  th e  exam iner i s  w orking 
a g a in s t  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  c a n d id a te .

Some re sp o n d e n ts  p re s e n te d  t h i s  as t h e i r  main re a so n  f o r  w ish in g  to

l i m i t  th e  m arks a l lo c a t e d  t o  o ra c y . For in s ta n c e ,  Q052 f e l t  t h a t  o ra c y  i s :

. . .  im p o rta n t b u t to o  s u b je c t  to  v a r ia b le s  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  e t c .  to  
m e r i t  30% o f  th e  m arks. 20% w ould be b e t t e r  in  my e s t im a t io n .

QU97 a rg u ed  t h a t  :

W h ils t I  w ould l i k e  t o  see  f u r th e r  m arks d ev o ted  to  o r a l  w ork, 
th e r e  i s  an even g r e a t e r  danger in  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  th e  te a c h e r  
w i l l  be s u b je c t iv e  and a llo w  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  
in f lu e n c e  a sse ssm e n t.

T his b e l i e f  t h a t  o ra c y  was e d u c a t io n a l ly  v a lu a b le ,  and th e r e f o r e  ought to  be

h e a v i ly  w e ig h te d , and th e  c o n sc io u sn e ss  t h a t ,  from  an asse ssm en t p o in t  o f

v iew , i t  was u n r e l i a b l e ,  was a  dilemma w hich was w id e ly  sh a re d .

I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  re c o g n is e  t h a t  some o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  b ased  t h e i r

r e s e r v a t io n s  ab o u t o r a l  exam ining  on t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  t r a i n e d
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m o d e ra to rs . F or exam ple, Q310 s t a t e d :

I t  h as  been  my e x p e r ie n c e  from  b o th  i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  
m o d e ra tio n  o f  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  t h a t  some te a c h e r s  a re  
in c a p a b le  o f  co n d u c tin g  th e  d is c u s s io n  in  a  f a i r  o r  r e la x e d  way. 
They have n o t th e  p ro p e r  p e r s o n a l i ty  t r a i t s  to  make s u i t a b le  
in te r v ie w e r s  o r  sy m p a th e tic  l i s t e n e r s .  Most s im ply  t a l k  to o  much.

T his te n d en cy  f o r  exam iners  to  t a l k  to o  much was com plained  o f  f r e q u e n t ly

by m o d e ra to rs . For in s ta n c e ,  Q209 r e p o r te d  t h a t :

I  have w itn e s s e d ,  a s  a m o d e ra to r , to o  many (d is c u s s io n s )  where 
th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r ,  u n w it t in g ly  o r  n o t ,  t a l k s  to o  much and  a sk s  
q u e s tio n s  w hich deny th e  c a n d id a te  a  f u l l  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e x p re s s  
and e x p la in  o p in io n s .

Q613 p o in te d  o u t t h a t  :

M oderato rs  a re  in v a r i a b ly  e x p e r ie n c e d  c l a s s  t e a c h e r s .  The 
te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  may n o t alw ays b e . U n w itt in g ly , he may r u in  h i s  
own c a n d id a te s ' chances by f a i l i n g  to  draw them  o u t in  c o n v e rsa 
t i o n .

Q58T v o lu n te e re d  a  c o n fe s s io n  w hich en d o rsed  th e s e  c o m p la in ts :

T e a c h e rs , I  f e e l ,  sh o u ld  p re p a re  f o r  d is c u s s io n  a lo n g  w ith  p u p i l s .
I  o f te n  f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a sk  q u e s tio n s  " to  o r d e r " ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
th e  ty p e  o f  q u e s tio n  w hich w ould draw o u t th e  p u p i l .  I  o f te n  f in d  
i t  e a s i e s t  to  a sk  th e  more s u p e r f i c i a l  q u e s t io n s .

The whole p rob lem  was summed up n e a t ly  by 115 when she a rg u ed  : "The t e s t

i s  o n ly  as  good as  th e  t e s t e r " .

One o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s t io n :  "To what e x te n t  sh o u ld

p e r s o n a l i ty  be ta k e n  in to  acc o u n t?"  T h is q u e s t io n  c l e a r l y  m isse s  th e

p o in t .  The r e a l  q u e s tio n  i s  t o  what e x te n t  can th e s e  confound ing  v a r ia b le s

in  th e  a sse ssm en t o f  o ra c y  be e l im in a te d ?  U l t im a te ly ,  i t  would be n e i th e r

p o s s ib le  n o r d e s i r a b le  to  e l im in a te  th e  p e r s o n a l  elem en t from  a p e r s o n a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  b eca u se  t r y i n g  t o  e r a d ic a te  p e r s o n a l i ty  from  a p e r s o n a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  would be l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  remove th e  w a te r  from  an ocean .

M oreover, a lth o u g h  t h i s  s e c t io n  h as  fo c u sse d  on th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  p e r s o n a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s ,  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  w eakness i s  a l s o  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g th .

B ecause th e y  in v o lv e  th e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  p e o p le  in  a c o n v e r s a t io n a l  exchange,

th e y  a re  th e  m ost n a t u r a l  and th e  most v a l id  form  o f  o r a l  t e s t .  In  c o n t r a s t ,

o th e r  w id e ly  u sed  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s  such  as  re a d in g  a lo u d  and g iv in g  a t a l k
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o ccu r n e i th e r  n a t u r a l l y  n o r r e g u la r ly  in  m ost p e o p le 's  everyday  l i v e s .

T hus, i t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  th e  m ost v a l id  form  o f  o r a l  t e s t  a l s o  r a i s e s  th e  

g r e a t e s t  p rob lem s from  an asse ssm en t p o in t  o f  v iew .

T h is  s tu d y  su p p o r ts  H itch m an 's  (1966) concern  t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  g r e a t e s t  

s in g le  f a c t o r  d e c id in g  th e  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  t e s t  i s  th e  

p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  a s s e s s o r "  ( p .U l) .  However, th e  exam iner i s  n o t th e  

o n ly  so u rce  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  an o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t; a n o th e r  v a r i a b le  in  

t h i s  " . . .  com plex o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  and  s o c i a l  f a c to r s "  (A lle n ,  1977, p . l 6 )  

i s  th e  c a n d id a te .

h, THE CANDIDATE'S PERSONALITY

D uring  an o r a l  e x a m in a tio n , a  c a n d id a te  may e x p e r ie n c e  a w id e , and 

p o s s ib ly  u n e x p e c te d , ran g e  o f  em otions v a ry in g  from  n e rv o u sn ess  and 

awkwardness t o  enjoym ent and a  sen se  o f  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  A s tro n g  em o tio n a l 

r e a c t io n  i s  bound t o  in f lu e n c e  p e rfo rm an ce . The c a n d id a te 's  perfo rm an ce  

may a l s o  be in f lu e n c e d  by h i s  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  e x a m in e r 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  

and a t t i t u d e  to w ard s h im s e lf .  T hus, th e  a sse ssm en t may b e  a f f e c t e d  by 

f a c t o r s  w hich a r e ,  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g , q u i te  u n r e la te d  t o  o r a l  a b i l i t y .

T his r a i s e s  th e  im p o rta n t q u e s tio n  o f  p r e c i s e ly  what a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  

t e s t  m easu res?  O s te n s ib ly  i t  m easures l i n g u i s t i c  com petence b u t in  r e a l i t y  

th e r e  a re  co n found ing  v a r ia b le s  in  th e  t e s t  s i t u a t i o n .  C e r ta in  p e r s o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w hich a r e  q u i te  u n r e la te d  to  h i s  o r a l  com petence, may 

e x e r t  an undue in f lu e n c e  on th e  c a n d id a te 's  a b i l i t y  to  p e rfo rm  in  an 

ex am in a tio n  s e t t i n g .  T h is was p o in te d  o u t tim e  and tim e  a g a in  by th e  

re sp o n d e n ts  :

O ra l a sse ssm en t i s  o f te n  m ark ing  c o n f id e n c e . (Q275)

. . .  th e  a sse ssm en t o f  o r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f te n  tu r n s  o u t t o  be a 
rew ard  f o r  e x t ro v e r s io n  and c o n f id e n c e . (QUU7 )

. . .  a sh y , n ervous p u p i l  i s  a t  a  bad  d is a d v a n ta g e  in  th e  o r a l  
e x a m in a tio n , p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  th e  t a l k  w hich h as  to  be 
s u s ta in e d  u n a id e d . (Q 4l6)
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Many c a n d id a te s ,  n o rm a lly  a b le  to  co n v erse  e a s i l y ,  become 
nerv o u s and to n g u e - t ie d  as soon a s  th e y  know th e y  a re  ta k in g  an 
e x a m in a tio n . T h is in c lu d e s  even th e  h ig h e r  a b i l i t y  p u p i l s .

( 0122 )

The t a l k  t e s t s  i n t r o v e r s io n /e x t r o v e r s io n  r a t h e r  th a n  o r a l  
f a c i l i t y .  (Q195)

D uring th e  r e a d in g  t e s t ,  f lu e n t  r e a d e r s  o f te n  stum ble  . . .  o r  
m ispronounce a  word b eca u se  th e y  know t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  
e x a m in a tio n . (Q36o )

W hatever m ethods o f  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  a re  u se d , th e  s t r e s s  c r e a te d  
f o r  th e  s tu d e n t i s  bound to  have an a d v e rse  e f f e c t  on h i s  r e s u l t .

(Q237)

O ra l a sse ssm en t m ust n o te  th e  v a r i a b le  in  p u p i l s '  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
c o n fid e n c e  e t c .  . . .  p e r s o n a l i ty  i s  bound to  d i c t a t e  perfo rm ance  
in  s i t u a t i o n s  w hich make d i f f i c u l t  demands. (Q289)

As 0289 p o in t s  o u t ,  p e r s o n a l i ty  t r a i t s  may p la y  an u n u s u a lly  la r g e  r o l e  in

d e te rm in in g  perfo rm ance in  s i t u a t i o n s  w hich p la c e  th e  c a n d id a te  under

p r e s s u r e .  An o r a l  ex am in a tio n  ap p ea rs  to  be j u s t  such a  s i t u a t i o n ,

g e n e ra t in g  te n s io n  in  la r g e  numbers o f  c a n d id a te s .  As Q^T3 n o te d : "The

o r a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  th e  one w hich.m ore p u p i l s  a p p ea r t o  app ro ach  w ith

t r e p i d a t i o n " .  L ik e w ise , Exmzninations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) r e p o r te d  t h a t  :

Most exam iners  and o b s e rv e rs  n o te d  a good d e a l  o f  n e rv o u sn e ss , 
and o n ly  one p a i r  th o u g h t t h a t  i t  d im in ish e d  r a p id ly  a f t e r  th e  
s t a r t  o f  th e  in te rv ie w . ( p . 3l )

As Hitchman (1966 ) o b se rv ed :

By i t s  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  a  t e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  te n d s  t o  d e s tro y  th e  
norm al c o n d i t io n s  u nder w hich a  speech  p erfo rm ance  ta k e s  p la c e .
The know ledge t h a t  he i s  to  be t e s t e d  o f te n  changes th e  b eh a v io u r 
o f  th e  s p e a k e r , ( p . 5 2 )

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) p o in te d  o u t th e  p rob lem s t h i s  may c r e a te

fo r  th e  a s s e s s o r :

I t  may be t h a t  such a f a i l u r e  c o n s t i t u t e s  a r a d i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  
th e  c a n d id a te ,  and  he ought to  be  p ro p e r ly  p e n a l i s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
s in c e  many c a n d id a te s  overcome t h e i r  n e rv o u s n e s s , b u t th e  
a sse ssm en t would th e n  come to  lo o k  v e ry  l i k e  a m oral judgem ent on 
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  n o t an ex am in a tio n  m ark, and m ost t e a c h e r s  w ould 
r i g h t l y  f l i n c h  from  such an im p e r tin e n c e . ( p . 2U)

The im p o rtan ce  w hich was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  p e r s o n a l i ty  in  d e te rm in in g

perfo rm ance was a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  re sp o n se s  to  Q u estio n  I 8 w hich asked

re sp o n d e n ts  t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  a b i l i t y  group f o r  whom th e y  f e l t  t h a t  o r a l
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a ssessm en t was m ost v a lu a b le .  The re sp o n se  r a t e s  a re  g iv e n  in  b ra c k e ts  

a f t e r  each  o p t io n .

For w hich c a n d id a te s  i s  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  an o r a l  assessm en t 
m ost u s e f u l  in  a id in g  th e  a ssessm en t o f  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  a b i l i t y ?

( i )  The m ost a b le  c a n d id a te s  ( T%)
( i i )  The av e ra g e  c a n d id a te s  (12%)

( i i i )  The below  av era g e  c a n d id a te s  (13%)
( iv )  A ll  c h i ld r e n  b e n e f i t  e q u a l ly  r e g a r d le s s  o f  (20%)

a b i l i t y
(v) P e rs o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  a  more im p o rta n t

f a c t o r  th a n  a b i l i t y  in  d e te rm in in g  how much (4l%)
an o r a l  a sse ssm e n t a id s  th e  o v e r a l l  a ssessm en t 
o f  a  c a n d id a te *

The c a te g o ry  w hich d e a l t  w ith  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  was more th a n  tw ic e  

as l a r g e  a s  any o th e r  c a te g o ry  s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  l e v e l  o f  a b i l i t y  was 

re g a rd e d  a s  l e s s  im p o rta n t th a n  p e r s o n a l i ty  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  

o f  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n . Thus, th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  ev id en ce  o f  Q u estio n  l 8 

s u p p o r ts  th e  q u a l i t a t i v e  d a ta  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s '  comments in  s u g g e s tin g  t h a t  

re sp o n d e n ts  re g a rd e d  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  a s  a c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  

d e te rm in in g  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t.

T h is  was u n d e r l in e d  by  th e  re sp o n se s  t o  Q u estio n  19 . The re sp o n se

r a t e s  a re  a g a in  g iv e n  in  b r a c k e ts  a f t e r  each  o p t io n .

Which o f  th e s e  m ethods o f  exam ining  o r a l  perfo rm an ce  do you p re fe r?

( i )  An o r a l  ex am in a tio n  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  (Ul%)
betw een th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r  and th e  c a n d id a te

( i i )  The group d is c u s s io n  m ethod w hereby c a n d id a te s  ^
a re  a s s e s s e d  on t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a d is c u s s io n

( i i i )  A com b in a tio n  o f  group d is c u s s io n  and th e  i n d i v i - ^ ^ ^ ^
d u a l o r a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r

( iv )  An ex am in a tio n  in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  p erfo rm s
in d iv id u a l ly  b u t an au d ien ce  i s  p ro v id e d  from  ( 5%)
th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e e r  group

(v) The s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  each  m ethod depends l a r g e ly  ( 27%)
on th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  p u p i l s .* *

A part from  th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  o n e - to -o n e  m ethod o f  exam in ing , th e  o th e r

* 5^ o f  th e  re sp o n s e s  to  t h i s  q u e s tio n  w ere i n v a l id  and 2% f a i l e d  to  r e p ly ,

** 5% o f  th e  re sp o n se s  t o  t h i s  q u e s tio n  w ere in v a l id .
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im p o rta n t f e a tu r e  to  emerge from  t h i s  q u e s t io n  was th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  

a t t r i b u t e d  to  p e r s o n a l i ty .  The second  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry ,  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  

o v e r a  q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam p le , was t h a t  w hich s t a t e d  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  was 

a  more im p o rta n t v a r i a b le  th a n  exam ining  m ethod.

Thus, p e r s o n a l i ty  was re g a rd e d  a s  more im p o rta n t th a n  l e v e l  o f  

a b i l i t y  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t and a s  a  c r i t i c a l  

f a c t o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  exam ining  te c h n iq u e s .  T h is  

c u m u la tiv e  e v id en ce  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  i s  a n o th e r  

con found ing  v a r i a b le  in  th e  m easurem ent o f  o ra c y . As A lle n  (19TT) 

o b se rv ed :

The heavy dependence o f  d is c u s s io n  upon a  com plex o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  
and s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  makes i t  e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  i s o l a t e  
a s s e s s a b le  e le m e n ts . ( p . l 6 )

5. THE INTERPLAY OF PERSONALITIES

So f a r  t h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  r o l e  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  h as  d e a l t  w ith  th e

c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  exam iner and exam inee s e p a r a t e ly .  However, t h e i r  s e p a ra te

c o n t r ib u t io n s  r e p r e s e n t  o n ly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  t o t a l  r o l e  w hich p e r s o n a l i ty

p la y s  in  o r a l  com m unication. An e q u a l ly  im p o rta n t c o n s id e r a t io n  i s  th e

i n t e r p l a y  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  -  each  w i l l  r e a c t  upon and m odify th e

b e h a v io u r  o f  th e  o th e r  as  w e ll  as  b e in g  r e a c te d  upon and m o d ified  h im s e lf .

A lthough  Hitchman (1966) c la im e d  t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  g r e a t e s t  s in g le  f a c t o r

d e c id in g  th e  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  t e s t  i s  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e

a s s e s s o r "  ( p .U l ) ,  he a l s o  added t h a t :  " . . .  th e  p o t e n t i a l  fo rc e  o f  t h i s

f a c t o r  i s  enorm ously  in c re a s e d  in  th e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  betw een

a s s e s s o r  and a s s e s s e d "  (p .U 2 ). As an ex am in a tio n  p r o g r e s s e s ,  i t  i s  n o t j u s t

o r a l  s k i l l s  w hich a re  d is p la y e d ;  p e r s o n a l i ty  a l s o  u n fo ld s :

In  o rd e r  t o  know a  c a n d id a te 's  sp e e c h , th e  a s s e s s o r  m u st, t o  a  
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  know th e  p e rs o n . At l e a s t  he knows him b e t t e r  a t  
th e  end o f  th e  t e s t  th a n  he d id  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  . . .  P re ju d ic e  
may f la v o u r  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  . . .  on e i t h e r  s id e  th e r e  may be 
f e e l in g s  o f  d i s l i k e  o r  a c t iv e  l i k i n g ,  o f  r e p u ls io n  o r  a t t r a c t i o n .

(H itchm an, 1966, p.U 2)
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A d m itte d ly , t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  o c c u r s ,  to  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  in  a s s e s s in g  

w r i t t e n  w ork. Exam iners som etim es o b se rv e  t h a t ,  in  m ark ing  e s sa y  s c r i p t s ,  

th e y  f e e l  t h a t  th e y  a re  m aking judgem ents ab o u t th e  w r i t e r ' s  p e r s o n a l i ty .  

For exam ple , ME32 a rg u ed : " I  f in d  t h a t  o f te n  I  am m ark ing  th e  m a tu r i ty  o r 

p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  c a n d id a te  w hich shows th ro u g h  th e  medium o f  th e  e s s a y " . 

However, th e  p rob lem  i s  nowhere h e a r  a s  a c u te  a s  i t  i s  in  th e  o r a l  medium 

b ecau se  th e  w r i t t e n  exam iner d e a ls  w ith  a  s c r i p t  w hich i s  q u i te  s e p a ra te  

from  th e  p e rso n  who w ro te  i t .  Even th o u g h  i t  may convey som eth ing  o f  h i s  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  d isem bod ied  w r i t t e n  com m unication . O ra l 

ex a m in a tio n , on th e  o th e r  h an d , in v o lv e s  d i r e c t ,  f a c e - t o - f a c e  c o n f ro n ta t io n  

and t h i s  i s  bound to  p rovoke some s o r t  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e a c t io n .  T hus, chang

in g  one o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  change th e  outcome in  te rm s 

o f  speech  p e rfo rm a n ce .

T here i s  a  u s e f u l  com parison  w ith  w r i t t e n  c o m p o sitio n  h e re .  The s tu d y  

o f  e ssay -m ark in g  by B r i t t o n ,  M artin  and Rosen (1966) h ig h l ig h te d ,  " . . .  th e  

e x te n t  to  w hich a  c a n d id a te 's  f i n a l  mark w ould be l i k e l y  to  v a ry  in  

acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ' m ark ing  c h a n n e l ' h i s  s c r i p t  happened to  

p a s s  th ro u g h "  ( p . l ) .  T h is prob lem  i s  m a g n if ie d  in  an o r a l  ex am in a tio n  

b ecau se  th e  "m arking ch an n e l"  h as  an im pact on th e  a sse ssm e n t a t  two 

s e p a ra te  p o in t s  r a t h e r  th a n  one . W hereas in  th e  w r i t t e n  medium o n ly  th e  

mark i s  open to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  'h a rk in g  ch a n n e l" , in  th e  o r a l  medium 

b o th  th e  mark and th e  p erfo rm ance  i t  d e s c r ib e s  a re  a f f e c t e d .  The exam iner 

may, u n w it t in g ly  o r  o th e rw is e ,  g iv e  an im p re ss io n  ra n g in g  from  g enu ine  

i n t e r e s t  and sym pathy to  boredom and in d i f f e r e n c e .  T here a r e  s im i la r  

p roblem s on th e  e x a m in e r 's  s id e .  He may be c o n fro n te d  w ith  " th e  d read ed  

m o n o sy llab ic  ty p e "  (Q20T), a  h o s t i l e  and a g g re s s iv e  c h a r a c te r ,  a charm ing 

c a n d id a te  who c o n v e rse s  w ith  e a se  o r  a  shy and r e f l e c t i v e  c a n d id a te  who 

r e a c t s  w ith  l e s s  charm b u t w ith  g r e a t e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  How a re  such 

d i f f e r e n c e s  l i k e l y  to  a f f e c t  h is  own conduct and h i s  a ssessm en t?  An 

in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  k in d  o f  in f lu e n c e  t h i s  may e x e r t  was p ro v id e d  by one o f



2h6

th e  exam iners  in  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 ( 1966 ):

" . . .  th e  exam iner h as  to  he so p re o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
open-ended  q u e s tio n s  and o th e r  le a d s  t h a t  a ssessm en t becomes • 
r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  I  te n d e d  t o  rew ard  
c o -o p e ra t io n  and read y  fo llo w -u p  o f  le a d s  more th a n  th e  o th e r  
q u a l i t i e s . "  (p .lU )

In  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s .  B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) w arned t h a t :

. . .  th e  exam iner sh o u ld  g uard  a g a in s t  o v e r - e s t im a t in g  h is  
r e s p o n s e , n a t u r a l l y  and j u s t l y  a  g r a t e f u l  o n e , when he e n c o u n te rs  
a  c o n g e n ia l p o is e  and s e t  o f  s o c i a l  m annerism s and a ssu m p tio n s .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  everyone n o t to  be f l a t t e r e d  by a  f a m i l i a r  
k in d  o f  charm and n o t to  be r e p e l le d  by th e  a p p a re n t tr u c u le n c e  
o f  a  h o s t i l i t y  w hich has i t s  r o o ts  in  s o c i a l  and a d o le s c e n t 
p r e ju d i c e .  ( p p .2U-2 5 )

One c r i t i c  was so  co n ce rn ed  by th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e s e  con found ing  v a r ia b le s

on asse ssm en t t h a t  he u rg ed  th e  abandonm ent o f  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  :

. . .  speech  i t s e l f ,  i t s  e f f e c t s  and w hat i t  r e v e a ls  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
changes w ith  mood, w ith  o c c a s io n  and w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  
th e  l i s t e n e r .  U n d e rs tan d in g  t h i s ,  we a re  bound t o  ask  how speech  
can  be a d e q u a te ly  t e s t e d  in  i s o l a t i o n  and a t  one b r i e f  moment.
To a t te m p t t o  a s s e s s  spoken E n g lish  w i th in  th e  i s o l a t i n g  and 
r e s t r i c t i n g  s e t t i n g  o f  any t e s t  y e t  d e v ise d  m ust be to  in v o lv e  
o n e s e lf  in  an a t te m p t t o  a s s e s s  th e  w hole p e r s o n a l i ty  and d ev e lo p 
ment o f  th e  sp e a k e r  in  q u i te  im p o ss ib le  c o n d i t io n s .  S u re ly  i t  
w ould be presum ptuous to  s t a r t  t r y i n g .  ( A l lc h in ,  I 96U, p . l 6 )

A lthough  o n ly  a  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple ( 8%) a g ree d  t h a t  o r a l

a sse ssm en t sh o u ld  be abandoned , many o f  them  sh a re d  A l l c h in 's  co n ce rn  o v er

th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e s e  con found ing  v a r ia b le s  on r e l i a b i l i t y .  For in s ta n c e ,

Q2lU c la im ed  t h a t  : "T here a re  so  many d i f f e r e n t  f a c to r s  a t  p la y ,  i t  i s

n ig h  on im p o ss ib le  to  be c o n c lu s iv e  o r  d e f i n i t i v e  ab o u t o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t."

So f a r ,  t h i s  acco u n t o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s  has fo c u sse d  on

t h e i r  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  However, s im p ly  to  d ism iss  them , as f r a u g h t  w ith

p i t f a l l s ,  w ould be m is le a d in g . I f  th e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  f a i l e d  to

e x h ib i t  any p o s i t i v e  f e a t u r e s ,  i t  w ould be d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p la in  i t s

immense p o p u la r i ty .  S in ce  i t  i s  a w id e ly  u sed  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re , i t  i s

im p o rta n t t o  a t te n d  to  th o s e  f e a tu r e s  w hich acc o u n t f o r  i t s  p o p u la r i ty .

C o n v e rsa tio n  i s  th e  m ost n a t u r a l  and n e c e ss a ry  form  o f  o r a l  a c t i v i t y .

T his p o in t  i s  u n d e r l in e d  by com paring th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  o th e r  common

forms o f  o r a l  t e s t i n g :  re a d in g  a lo u d ; p re p a re d  o r  im prom ptu t a l k s ;



2k'J

d e b a te s  and d ra m a tic  a c t i v i t i e s .  A ll  o f  th e s e  r e p r e s e n t  s p e c ia l iz e d

form s o f  lan g u ag e  u sa g e . As A bercrom bie ( 196U) o b se rv ed :

Not everyone engages in  them , o r needs to  . . .  to g e th e r  ( th e y )  
w ould form  a  v e ry  sm a ll p a r t  o f  th e  sum t o t a l  o f  in s ta n c e s  o f  
th e  u se  o f  spoken lan g u ag e  w hich o ccu r in  th e  w o rld , ( p . l l )

These e x e r c is e s  a re  l a r g e ly  academ ic and have o n ly  a  l i m i t e d  a p p l ic a t io n  to

th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  r e a l - l i f e  com m unication. However, everyone ta k e s  p a r t

in  c o n v e r s a t io n s :

C o n v e rsa tio n  . . .  c o n ta in s  th e  m ost n a t u r a l ,  th e  m ost f r e q u e n t ,  
and th e  m ost w id e sp re a d  o c c u rre n c e s  o f  spoken  la n g u a g e . A ll  
humans in d u lg e  in  c o n v e r s a t io n .  (A bercrom bie , 196k, p . l l )

T h is g iv e s  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y .  T hus,

i t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t io n 's  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g th  i s  a l s o  th e  so u rce  o f

i t s  g r e a t e s t  w eakness.

A p art from  th e  " . . .  in t e n s e ly  human s i t u a t i o n "  o f  o r a l  exam ining

(H itchm an, 1966, p . k l ) ,  t h e r e  a re  o th e r  f a c to r s  w hich make exam ining in  an

o r a l  medium i n f i n i t e l y  more p ro b le m a tic a l  th a n  exam ining  in  a  w r i t t e n

medium,

6 . THE EVANESCENT NATURE OF THE ORAL MEDIUM

A w r i t t e n  ex am in a tio n  a x io m a tic a l ly  p roduces a  perm anent re c o rd  o f  

perfo rm ance  w hich e n a b le s  th e  exam iner to  r e - r e a d  p a r t s  o f  th e  e ssa y  o r 

check i t  a g a in s t  o th e r  e s s a y s .  C ro s s - re fe re n c in g  o f  t h i s  k in d  i s  an 

im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e  e x a m in e r 's  work w hich e n a b le s  him t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  

m odify  and co n firm  h i s  m arking  s ta n d a r d s .  The f a c t  t h a t  a w r i t t e n  

e x am in a tio n  a u to m a t ic a l ly  p ro d u ces  a  perm anent re c o rd  o f  perfo rm ance  i s  

r a r e l y  c o n s id e re d  w orth  m e n tio n in g . I t  i s  o n ly  when i t  i s  com pared w ith  

exam ining  in  an o r a l  medium t h a t  t h i s  ap p ea rs  to  be an im p o rta n t a t t r i b u t e  

o f  th e  w r i t t e n  e x a m in a tio n . The o r a l  exam iner works in  an i n f i n i t e l y  more 

p ro b le m a tic a l  medium b eca u se  th e  perfo rm ance  he m arks i s  e v a n e sc e n t. The 

a c t  o f  w r i t in g  n a t u r a l l y  le a v e s  b e h in d  i t  a r e c o rd  o f  perfo rm an ce  w hereas
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th e  a c t  o f  sp eak in g  le a v e s  no t r a c e .  T h is h as  im p o rta n t im p lic a t io n s  fo r  

a s se s sm e n t; i t  means t h a t  th e  exam iner must make h i s  judgem ents v e ry  

q u ic k ly  in  th e  f l e e t i n g  moments a t  w hich  th e  p erfo rm ance  i s  g iv e n . S in ce  

th e  exam iner has  no ta n g ib le  e v id e n c e , he can n o t r e f e r  back  to  an e a r l i e r  

p a r t  o f  th e  perfo rm ance  o r  check  i t  a g a in s t  o th e r s .  Of c o u r s e ,  he w i l l  

a t te m p t t o  make co m p ariso n s , b u t  h i s  ev id en ce  i s  n o t an o b je c t iv e  re c o rd  

o f  th e  "p e rfo rm a n c e -a s -g iv e n "  b u t  h i s  im p re ss io n s  o f  th e  " p e rfo rm a n c e -a s -  

rem em bered". Not o n ly  i s  h i s  im p re ss io n  o f  an e a r l i e r  p erfo rm ance  h ig h ly  

s u b je c t iv e ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  use  t h i s  as a  b a s i s  f o r  com parison  r e l i e s  upon 

th e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  memory. How c l e a r l y  does he remember e a r l i e r  t e s t s ?

How f a r  have h i s  im p re ss io n s  been  d i s to r t e d ?

Methods o f  r e c o rd in g  speech  a re  a v a i la b le  b u t  none i s  e n t i r e l y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T a p e -re c o rd in g  has th e  ad v an tag es  o f  b e in g  cheap and easy  to  

u s e .  However, i t  c a p tu re s  o n ly  th e  v e r b a l  e lem en ts  o f  speech  and non

v e rb a l  com ponents o f  com m unication a re  l o s t .  Some te a c h e r s  a re  opposed to  

ta p e - r e c o r d in g  b eca u se  i t  p ro v id e s  an in c o m p le te  r e c o rd  o f  perfo rm ance 

w h ile  o th e r s  a rg u e  t h a t  i t  d e s tro y s  any sem blance o f  n o rm a li ty  w hich an 

o r a l  ex am in a tio n  m ight h a v e . The o th e r  method o f  c a p tu r in g  perfo rm ance  i s  

to  u se  a v id e o  r e c o r d e r .  The obv ious ad v an tage  o f  t h i s  method i s  t h a t  i t  

p ro v id e s  a  v i s u a l  as w e l l  as a  v e rb a l  r e c o rd  b u t th e  ex p en s iv e  equipm ent 

n e c e s s a ry  re n d e rs  t h i s  m ethod f i n a n c i a l l y  im p r a c t i c a l .  T hus, a t  p r e s e n t ,  

th e r e  i s  no m ethod o f  re c o rd in g  o r a l  perfo rm ance  w hich i s  ch eap , easy  to  

a d m in is te r ,  p ro v id e s  a  com prehensive re c o rd  o f  perfo rm an ce  and does n o t 

i n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e  n a tu r a ln e s s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

The ev an escen ce  o f  o r a l  perfo rm ance  was f r e q u e n t ly  m en tioned  as

a n o th e r  re a s o n  f o r  w ish in g  to  l i m i t  th e  marks a l lo c a t e d  t o  i t ;

T here a re  a  g r e a t  many problem s in  exam ining  o r a l s  . . .  o r a l s  by 
t h e i r  v e ry  n a tu re  a re  ephem era l. There i s n ’t  th e  same o p p o r tu n i ty  
f o r  a c o n s id e re d  judgem ent to  be  made. I t  te n d s  to  be much more 
im p r e s s io n is t ic  how ever many n o te s  you may ta k e  so to  make th e  
E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  h e a v i ly  w e ig h ted  in  te rm s o f  th e  o r a l  may 
le a d  to  some q u e s tio n s  as  t o  th e  a cc u racy  o f  th e  judgem ent o f  
th e  s u b je c t  as a  w ho le . (IIO )
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Concern ab o u t th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h i s  component on th e  s u b je c t  as a w hole

was w id e ly  s h a re d . For in s ta n c e ,  h av in g  c la im ed  t h a t  he was c o n f id e n t  o f

th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  com ponents o f  th e  E n g lish  e x a m in a tio n , 101 added:

. . .  b u t th e  o r a l  was a n o th e r  m a tte r  w hich te n d e d  to  escape  from  
us a  b i t  . . .  The o r a l  was o n ly  m e a su ra b le , and th e  marks t h a t  
i t  p roduced  w ere o n ly  v a lu a b le ,  w ith in  l i m i t s  . . .  i t ’s n o t t h a t  
I  d o n ’t  th in k  o racy  sh o u ld  be a s s e s s e d .  I  th in k  i t ’s v e ry  
d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s ,  i t ’ s more e v a n e sc e n t in  i t s  n a tu re  and 
c o n se q u e n tly  c o u ld  have had  a d is p r o p o r t io n a te  e f f e c t  a t  and 
ab o u t b o r d e r l in e s  th a n  one f e e l s  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  have d o n e ,

T his l e d  some re sp o n d e n ts  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  th e  marks a l lo c a t e d  to  o racy  m ust be

c a r e f u l ly  c o n t r o l le d  b eca u se  th e  g r e a t e r  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  marks i t

acc o u n ted  f o r ,  th e  more l i a b l e  i t  was to  d i s t o r t  th e  f i n a l  aw ard. 102

summed up th e s e  f e a r s  th u s  :

I  d o n ’t  th in k  t h a t  th e  o r a l  can  be  exam ined r e l i a b l y  . . .  th e  
re a so n s  f o r  t h a t  a r e ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  th e  ephem eral n a tu re  o f  
o ra c y ; i t ’s h e re  one m inu te  and gone th e  n e x t .  I f  you w ere to  
ta p e - r e c o r d  i t ,  you  w ould o n ly  in t ro d u c e  more c o m p lic a tin g  
f a c t o r s .  T hat means t h a t  you c a n ’t  have any r e c a l l ,  you c a n ’t  
c h a l le n g e  i t  o r a p p e a l in  th e  way t h a t  you can on w r i t t e n  p a p e rs  
and th e n  th e r e  a re  a l s o  n o n -v e rb a l f a c to r s  in v o lv e d  in  o r a l s  w hich 
a r e  a lm o st in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  p ro p e r ly  a s s e s s e d  . . .  I t  c a n ’t  be  
r e l i a b l y  a s s e s s e d  . . .  Maybe i t  can be in  a c ru d e  way b u t  n o t w ith  
any f in e s s e  o r p r e c i s io n .

F u r th e r  l i g h t  was shed  on t h i s  i s s u e  by th e  re sp o n se s  to  Q u estio n  

I T ( i i ) .  Q u estio n  IT c o n s is te d  o f  s ix  s ta te m e n ts  ab o u t o r a l  a ssessm en t and 

re sp o n d e n ts  w ere ask ed  to  in d i c a te  t h e i r  view s on each  u s in g  a f iv e - p o in t  

s c a le  ra n g in g  from  " S tro n g ly  A gree" th ro u g h  "U n c e rta in "  to  " S tro n g ly  

D isa g re e " . The re sp o n se s  t o  Q u estio n  I T ( i i )  a r e  in d i c a te d  in  b ra c k e ts  

below .

O ra l perfo rm ance  i s ,  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  ephem eral and th e r e f o r e  
d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s .

S tro n g ly  Agree ( 9%)
Agree ( 56%)
U n c e r ta in ( 8%)
D isag ree ( 25%)
S tro n g ly  D isag ree ( 2%)

By f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry ,  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  56% o f  th e  sam p le , was th e  

"A gree" c a te g o ry .  A f u r th e r  9% s t r o n g ly  a g re e d  w hich m eant t h a t  a l to g e th e r  

tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  sam ple (65%) f e l t  t h a t  spoken E n g lish  was d i f f i c u l t  to
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a s s e s s  b eca u se  o f  i t s  ephem eral n a tu r e .  However, i t  has t o  be 

acknow ledged t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m in o r i ty  (27%) d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  s t a t e 

m ent. N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  f ig u r e  m ust be b a la n c e d  a g a in s t  th e  m a jo r i ty  who 

ag re e d  t h a t  th e  t r a n s i t o r y  n a tu re  o f  o r a l  perfo rm ance  does c r e a te  a ssessm en t 

p ro b lem s. T hus, t h i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  s u p p o r ts  th e  q u a l i t a t i v e  d a ta  o f  

th e  t e a c h e r s ’ w r i t t e n  and v e rb a l  com ments.

T h is  s e c t i o n ,  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  ephem eral n a tu re  o f  o ra c y , has 

in e v i t a b ly  r a i s e d  th e  i s s u e  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y .  In d eed , th o s e  te a c h e r s  who 

m en tioned  t h i s  o f te n  r a i s e d  i t s  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  r e l i a b i l i t y .  T h e re fo re ,  

i t  seems a p p ro p r ia te  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t o  c o n s id e r  Q u estio n  l T ( i )  w hich d e a l t  

w ith  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  o r a l  exam in ing . A gain th e  re sp o n se s  a re  in d ic a te d  

in  b r a c k e ts .

Y o u r ,p re se n t o r a l  ex am in a tio n  a s s e s s e s  o r a l  a b i l i t y  as r e l i a b l y  
and a c c u r a te ly  as p o s s ib le .

S tro n g ly  A gree ( 3%)
Agree ( kl% )
U n c e r ta in  (3k%)
D isag ree  (l8%)
S tro n g ly  D isa g re e  ( 3%)
( I n v a l id  R esponse ( 1%))

Throughout th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  th e  "U n c e rta in "  c a te g o ry  te n d e d  to  a t t r a c t  a

sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  re s p o n s e s .  T his had  been  a n t i c ip a te d  b e c a u se  t h i s

c a te g o ry  was d e s ig n e d  t o  c a t e r  f o r  re sp o n d e n ts  who d id  n o t have a. d e f i n i t e

view  on a p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  and i t  was p r e d ic te d  t h a t  t h i s  group  w ould te n d

to  be sm a ll in  m ost in s ta n c e s .  Thus, i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to  f in d  such  a

s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple ( 3k%) e x p re s s in g  u n c e r t a in ty  abou t th e

r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  own o r a l  e x a m in a tio n . A f u r th e r  21% d e f i n i t e l y

d is a g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t w hich m eant t h a t  a l to g e th e r  o v e r h a l f  o f  th e

sam ple (55%) w ere e i t h e r  u n c e r ta in  o r  had  d e f i n i t e  m isg iv in g s  abo u t th e

r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n . However, t h i s  must be b a la n c e d

a g a in s t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry , a c c o u n tin g  f o r  kl% o f  th e

re s p o n s e s ,  was th e  "A gree" c a te g o ry  and t h a t  a f u r th e r  3% s t r o n g ly  a g re e d .

T his m eant t h a t  j u s t  under h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple (kk%) ag re e d  t h a t  t h e i r  o r a l
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ex am in a tio n  was as r e l i a b l e  as i t  was p o s s ib le  f o r  i t  to  b e .  This 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  w ere n o t as d i s s a t i s f i e d  

w ith  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t as th e y  m ight have been  a n t i c ip a te d  

to  be from  th e  te n o r  o f  t h e i r  com ments. T h is  s u r p r i s in g ly  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  

agreem ent i s  p e rh ap s  e a s i e r  to  u n d e rs ta n d  when th e  c a r e f u l  w ording  o f  th e  

s ta te m e n t i s  ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n .  I t  d id  n o t c la im  t h a t  th e  o r a l  

ex am in a tio n  was r e l i a b l e  in  a b s o lu te  te rm s b u t  u sed  th e  q u a l i f y in g  s ta te m e n t ,  

" . . .  as r e l i a b l y  and a c c u r a te ly  as p o s s ib le " .  The c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t h e i r  

own t e s t  was as r e l i a b l e  and a c c u ra te  as i t  was p o s s ib le  f o r  o r a l  exam ining  to  

be was q u i te  co m p a tib le  w ith  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  o r a l  medium r a i s e s  e s p e c i a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  a c c u ra te  e x a m in a tio n . T each ers  o f  such  a h ig h ly  s u b je c t iv e  

d i s c i p l i n e  as  E n g lish  a re  r e s ig n e d ,  p e rh ap s  more th a n  any o th e r  group o f  

t e a c h e r s , t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  exam ining  f o r  them  w i l l  alw ays be an in e x a c t  

s c ie n c e .  However, w i th in  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  im posed by th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  

s u b je c t ,  th e y  may s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t e s t  i s  as r e l i a b l e  as i t  i s  

p o s s ib le  f o r  i t  t o  b e .  T h is may p a r t l y  e x p la in  t h e i r  c o n t in u in g  commitment 

to  o r a l  a sse ssm en t i n s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  m isg iv in g s  abo u t i t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  in  

a b s o lu te  te rm s . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  does ap p ea r t o  be an am bivalence in  th e  

s a m p le 's  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards exam ining  spoken E n g lis h .

7 . AMBIVALENT ATTITUDES

A lthough  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere f irm ly  com m itted to  t e s t i n g  spoken 

E n g l is h ,  many o f  them  w ere d eep ly  con ce rn ed  by th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i t  r a i s e s .

At f i r s t  s i g h t ,  th e s e  two a t t i t u d e s  may ap p e a r to  be c o n t r a d ic to r y  and 

in c o m p a tib le .  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  an am b ivalence  w hich c h a r a c te r iz e d  

t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  On th e  one h an d , th e r e  was a c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  o racy  was 

e d u c a t io n a l ly  im p o rta n t an d , on th e  o th e r  h an d , th e r e  was an aw areness t h a t  

i t  c r e a te d  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  a s se s sm e n t. T h is  am bivalence was 

met tim e  and tim e  a g a in  in  t h e i r  comments :
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The o r a l  work i s  an im p o rta n t f e a tu r e  o f  th e  CSE ex am in a tio n  
h u t  I  know t h a t  i t ' s  f a i r l y  u n r e l i a b le  . . .  and t h i s  i s  w here you 
come up a g a in s t  th e  prob lem  o f  t r y i n g  t o  te a c h  w hat you th in k  i s  
w o rth  te a c h in g  b u t  exam ine w hat you know i s  e f f i c i e n t  in  te rm s o f  
exam ining  te c h n iq u e s  and o r a l  i s n ' t .  But I  th in k  t h a t  m ost 
te a c h e r s  w ould a g re e  t h a t  i t  ought t o  c o n tin u e  in  t h e i r  sc h o o ls  
so  y o u 'v e  g o t a  c o n f l i c t  betw een  w hat you f e e l  in  y o u r h e a r t  i s  a 
good th in g  f o r  th e  p u p i l s  and w hat you know in  y o u r mind i s  n o t 
v e ry  w e l l  exam ined b eca u se  o f  f a c to r s  beyond y o u r c o n t r o l .  (I0 6 )

. . .  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  fo rm , th e  o r a l  e lem en t in  CSE la c k s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c r e d i b i l i t y  . . .  T h is does n o t mean t h a t  I  th in k  o racy  u n im p o rta n t ; 
i t  i s  im p o r ta n t .  W e're j u s t  n o t v e ry  good at. a s s e s s in g  i t  y e t .

(Q045)

I  th in k  i t ' s  a  v e ry  im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e  s y l la b u s  b u t  th e  l e a s t  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  p a r t  . . .  i t ' s  how to  a s s e s s  i t  w hich i s  th e  prob lem  
. . .  b u t  I  s t i l l  th in k  an o r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s y l la b u s  sh o u ld  be 
com pulso ry . ( I l k )

I t ' s  n o t som eth ing  w hich i s  w r i t t e n  down t o  be lo o k ed  a t  by  
d i f f e r e n t  exam iners  so  I  d o n 't  th in k  we co u ld  e v e r  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  
we p roduced  an ex am in a tio n  w hich i s  r e l i a b l e  . , .  The f a c t  t h a t  we 
have th e  o r a l  component . . .  i s  v e ry  im p o r ta n t ,  even i f  we d o n 't  
r e a l l y  know how to  do i t .  Because w e 'r e  n o t s u r e ,  we h a v e n 't  ru n  
away from  i t .  (109)

I  th in k  o r a l  a b i l i t y  i s  im p o r ta n t b u t  im p o ss ib le  t o  a s s e s s .  (Q56O-)

. . .  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  o r a l  work was such a s t r o n g  f e a tu r e  o f  ev e ry  
c h i l d 's  l e a r n in g  p ro c e s s  t h a t  how ever d i f f i c u l t  i t  was t o  a s s e s s  
and m o d e ra te , i t  sh o u ld  be a t te m p te d , (lOT)

The o r a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  n o t an e a sy  prob lem  b u t  f o r  an e x am in a tio n  
to  be th o ro u g h  in  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  E n g l i s h , i t  i s  a  "m u s t" . (Q5Ô5)

The a l l o c a t io n  o f  marks f o r  o r a l  c o n te n t sh o u ld  be d e c re a se d  n o t 
b eca u se  o f  i t s  u n im portance  b u t  more b eca u se  o f  th e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  a s s e s sm e n t. (q6 0 5 )

T h is  sen se  o f  c o n f l i c t  r a i s e s  an i s s u e  w hich i s  c e n t r a l  to  E n g l is h .

E n g lish  seek s  t o  prom ote p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  s k i l l s  w hich a re  e d u c a t io n a l ly

im p o rta n t b u t  e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  q u a n t i f y  o r  e v a lu a te .  In  c o n n e c tio n

w ith  t h i s ,  102 drew a  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  a " te a c h in g  s y l la b u s "  and an

"exam in ing  s y l la b u s " .  He a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  sh o u ld  have

b re a d th  b u t  t h a t  an exam ining  s y l la b u s  i s  a  sam pling  d e v ic e  w hich i s

n e c e s s a r i ly  s e l e c t i v e  and w hich i s  governed  by s p e c ia l  c o n s id e r a t io n s

( i . e .  v a l i d i t y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y  and a d m i n i s t r a b i l i t y ) . He saw th e  b a s ic  prob lem

o f  E n g lish  te a c h in g /a s s e s s m e n t th u s :
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. . .  when you have a  t e a c h e r - c o n t r o l l e d  e x a m in a tio n , th e y  w i l l  
w a n t 'to  p u t in to  th e  ex am in a tio n  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  i s  d e s i r a b le  
from  an e d u c a t io n a l  p o in t  o f  view  b u t t h a t  need  n o t be r e l i a b l e  
from  an exam ining  p o in t  o f  view  . . .  you have to  b e a r  a l l  s o r t s  
o f  o th e r  c r i t e r i a  in  mind in  an e x a m in a tio n . I  d o n 't  th in k  t h a t  
in  E n g lish  a l l  t h a t  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  to  te a c h  i s  p o s s ib le  to  
exam ine. An e x am in a tio n  i s  a  sam p lin g  p ro c e s s  an d , v e ry  o f t e n ,  
i f  m is ta k e s  a re  made in  te a c h e r - c o n t r o l l e d  e x a m in a tio n s , i t  i s  
b eca u se  th e y  w ant to  push  e v e ry th in g  in .

I 06 was making a  s im i l a r  p o in t  when he drew a d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een "a

r e l i a b l e  ex am in a tio n "  and "an e d u c a t io n a l ly  d e s i r a b le  ex am in a tio n "  c la im in g

t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  two a r e n ' t  c o m p a tib le " . In  o th e r  w o rd s, v a l i d i t y  and

r e l i a b i l i t y  do n o t alw ays c o in c id e  in  E n g lis h .

C le a r ly ,  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  a  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and an exam ining  

s y l la b u s  i s  a  u s e f u l  one and y e t  i t  i s  n o t f e a s i b l e ,  on t h i s  b a s i s ,  to  

d ism iss  o racy  from  th e  exam in ing  s y l la b u s  and c o n fin e  i t  t o  th e  te a c h in g  

s y l la b u s .  Those te a c h e r s  who c la im  t h a t  o racy  can o n ly  be exam ined w ith  

l im i t e d  r e l i a b i l i t y  b u t  n e v e r th e le s s  a rg u e  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  be in c lu d e d , do 

make a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e n s e .  They r e c o g n is e  t h a t  t o  exam ine som eth ing  i s  

to  a s s u re  i t  a  p la c e  in  th e  c u r r ic u lu m . I f  spoken E n g lish  was o m itte d  from  

th e  ex am in a tio n  s y l l a b u s ,  t h i s  m ight ta k e  o ra c y  back  t o  i t s  p re -1 9 6 0 ’s 

s t a t u s  when e d u c a t io n i s t s  a rg u ed  i t s  im p o rtan ce  b u t i t  was l i a b l e  to  be 

n e g le c te d  in  th e  c la ss ro o m . The dilemma fa c e d  by E n g lish  p a n e ls  i s  t h a t  

i f  th e y  ad v o ca te  o r a l  work in  t h e i r  s y l la b u s e s  b u t om it i t  from  t h e i r  

e x a m in a tio n s , i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be  n e g le c te d  in  s c h o o ls .  I f ,  on th e  o th e r  

h an d , th e y  d e c id e  t h a t  i t s  im p o rtan ce  sh o u ld  be r e f l e c t e d  in  i t s  mark 

w e ig h t in g , th e y  la y  th e m se lv es  open to  th e  ch arg e  o f  s e t t i n g  u n r e l i a b le  

e x a m in a tio n s . A lth o u g h , in  th e o ry ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  d i s t i n g u is h  betw een 

a b ro a d e r  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and a n a rro w er exam ining  s y l l a b u s ,  p r a c t i c a l  

e x p e r ie n c e , sp re a d  o v er more th a n  a c e n tu ry ,  shows t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n  

s y l la b u s  te n d s  t o  become synonymous w ith  th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and t h a t  i t  

i s  n o t f e a s ib l e  to  make to o  sh a rp  a d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een th e  tw o.

A lthough  spoken E n g lish  i s  a  h ig h ly  v a lu e d  c la ssro o m  d i s c i p l i n e ,  i t  

i s  im p o ss ib le  to  ig n o re  i t s  d e f e c ts  as a medium f o r  exam in ing . The
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c o n f l i c t  w hich t h i s  c r e a te s  i s  e p ito m ise d  in  th e s e  two c o n t r a s t in g  

q u o ta t io n s  :

I  th in k  i t ’s trem en d o u s ly  im p o rta n t . . .  I  can n o t se e  a lan g u ag e  
u sed  p u re ly  and s im p ly  w ith  a pen in  y o u r h an d . (IIO )

. . .  i t  " s u f f e r s  from  a l l  o f  th e  w eaknesses and i l l s  . . .  o f  th e  
e s s a y  e x a m in a tio n , h u t  in  a more a c u te  and l e s s  c u ra b le  fo rm ."

(Q uoted by T rim b le , 193^ , p . 550)

8 . DIFFERENT TESTING PROCEDURES

An o r a l  t e s t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  t e s t ,  d i s t i n c t  from  any o th e r ,  

in  t h a t  i t s  medium i s  v e r b a l  com m unication . The te rm  " o r a l  ex am in a tio n "  

i s ,  how ever, a d e c e p t iv e ly  s im p le  on e . I t  i s  r e a l l y  an u m b re lla  te rm  

w hich spans a  w ide d i v e r s i t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d in g  p re p a re d  t a l k s ,  

im prom ptu t a l k s ,  d e b a t in g ,  p re p a re d  r e a d in g ,  s ig h t  r e a d in g ,  r e c i t a t i o n  

from  memory, c o n v e rs a t io n  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s ,  g roup  d is c u s s io n ,  r o le  

p la y  in  s im u la te d  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s c r ip t e d  and u n s c r ip te d  dram a. C le a r ly ,

" o r a l  ex am in a tio n "  i s  an am biguous te rm  d e s c r ib in g  m u l t i f a r io u s  and u n eq u a l 

a c t i v i t i e s .  The d i v e r s i t y  does n o t end h e re  b eca u se  th e  c irc u m sta n c e s  o f  

th e  ex am in a tio n  may a l s o  v a ry .  C an d id a tes  may p erfo rm  in d i v id u a l ly ,  in  

p a i r s  o r  in  sm adl g roups and th e  p erfo rm ance  may be p r iv a t e  ( i . e .  ta k in g  

p la c e  b e fo re  th e  exam iner a lo n e )  o r  i t  may be p u b lic  ( i . e .  perfo rm ed  b e fo re  

a  sm a ll a u d ien ce  ta k e n  from  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e e r  g ro u p ) . Here to o  th e r e  

i s  v a r i a t i o n  b eca u se  th e  au d ien ce  may be encou raged  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  o r  th e y  

may sim p ly  p ro v id e  a s i l e n t  group o f  l i s t e n e r s .  The ran g e  o f  p e rm u ta tio n s  

b a se d  upon th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  te c h n iq u e s  and c o n te x ts  i s  e x tre m e ly  w id e . The 

k in d  o f  c o n fu s io n  w hich t h i s  h as  som etim es r e s u l t e d  in  was o u t l in e d  by 

A lle n  (1 9 7 7 ):

I t  i s  p u z z l in g  in  t h a t  s k i l l s  in  one k in d  o f  s i t u a t i o n  a re  
com pared w ith  s k i l l s  in  a n o th e r  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  k in d .  O ften  
l e c t u r e t t e s  a re  u sed  in  th e  s c h o o l’s own a sse ssm e n ts  and group 
d is c u s s io n  u sed  f o r  m o d e ra tio n . But a re  th e  s k i l l s  r e c o g n ise d  
in  l e c t u r e t t e s  th o s e  m ost a p p ro p r ia te  to  g iv in g  l e c t u r e t t e s  o r 
a r e  th e y  b a s ic  t o  a l l  o r a l  e x p re s s io n ?  I f  s o ,  w hat a re  th e y ?
Are th e s e  s k i l l s  r e v e a le d  e q u a l ly  w e ll  by l e c t u r e t t e s , group
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d is c u s s io n ,  ta p e d  parody? I f  n o t e q u a l ly  w e l l ,  w hich a c t i v i t y  
d em o n s tra te s  th e  s k i l l  b e s t?  To be p l a i n ,  do we know w hat we 
mean by  " o r a l  a b i l i t y " ?  I s  th e r e  a f a c t o r  "0" t h a t  i s  p r e s e n t  
in  o r a l  e x p re s s io n  (beyond th e  mere mode) . . .  I f  we a c t  on th e  
assu m p tio n  t h a t  l e c t u r e t t e s ,  d e b a te s ,  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  d i s c u s s io n ,  
r e a d in g  a lo u d  e t c ,  a r e  a l l  com parable one to  a n o th e r  . . .  a re  we 
n o t assum ing t h a t  th e y  m a n ife s t  e q u a l ev id en ce  o f  g e n e ra l  o r a l  
a b i l i t y ?  Has such  d i v e r s i t y  any m ean in g fu l common f e a tu r e ?  . . .  
I f  we a re  to  d ev e lo p  o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t, we s h a l l  have t o  d e c id e  
w hat k in d s  o f  o r a l  a c t i v i t y / s k i l l s  m a t te r .  What we have a l l  to o  
o f te n  a t  th e  moment i s  a  consensus o f  co n n iv an ce . The argum ent 
f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y  and v a r i e ty  in  exam ining  i s  n o t a f i n a l  o n e , b u t  
i s  c o n d i t io n a l  on th e  v a lu e  o f  w hat i s  in c lu d e d ,  (p .IT )

The p r a c t i c e  o f  t r e a t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e d u re s  as in te rc h a n g e a b le  i s  

u n s a t i s f a c to r y  b eca u se  d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e d u re s  demand d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s ,  have 

d i f f e r e n t  s t r e n g th s  and w eaknesses and r a i s e  d i f f e r e n t  p roblem s in  

c o n n e c tio n  w ith  v a l i d i t y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y  and a d m i n i s t r a b i l i t y . T h e re fo re ,  i t  

w ould be m is le a d in g  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  d is c u s s  th e  v a l i d i t y  o r  th e  

a d m in is t r â t i l i t y  o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t in  t o t o  b eca u se  w hat a p p l ie s  t o  one 

t e s t  u sed  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n te x t  may be q u i te  u n tru e  o f  a n o th e r  te c h n iq u e  

u sed  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g .  C o n seq u en tly , th e  amount o f  g e n e r a l iz e d  

s ta te m e n ts  w hich can be made abo u t d i f f e r e n t  te c h n iq u e s  a re  l i m i t e d  in  

t h a t  few s ta te m e n ts  w ould a p p ly  e q u a l ly  t o  th e  gamut o f  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s  

and s i t u a t i o n s  o u t l in e d  above . F or t h i s  r e a s o n ,  any s e r io u s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  

th e  s u b je c t  m ust d e a l  w ith  th e  d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e d u re s  s e p a r a t e ly .  T here

f o r e ,  th e  item s  co m p ris in g  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y  a re  d e a l t  w ith  

s e p a r a te ly  in  th e  s e c t io n s  w hich fo llo w .

The r e s p o n d e n ts ’ g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards d i f f e r e n t  exam ining  

te c h n iq u e s  w e re , how ever, p robed  by Q u estio n  19 . The re sp o n se  r a t e s  

a re  g iv e n  in  b r a c k e ts  a f t e r  each  o p t io n .
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Which o f  th e s e  m ethods o f  exam in ing  o r a l  perfo rm ance  do you 
p r e f e r ?

( i )  An o r a l  ex am in a tio n  on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  betw een  
th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r  and th e  c a n d id a te

( i i )  The group  d is c u s s io n  m ethod w hereby c a n d id a te s
a re  a s s e s s e d  on t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a (3%)
d is c u s s io n

( i i i )  A co m b in a tio n  o f  g roup d is c u s s io n  and th e
in d iv id u a l  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  t e a c h e r /  (19^)
exam iner

( iv )  An ex am in a tio n  in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  p erfo rm s
in d iv id u a l ly  b u t  an a u d ien ce  i s  p ro v id e d  from  ( 5%)
th e  c a n d id a te ’s p e e r  group

(v ) The s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  each  m ethod depends l a r g e ly  
on th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  p u p ils * (27%)

The m ost s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  t o  emerge from  Q u estio n  19 was th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  

th e  o n e - to -o n e  te c h n iq u e  o f  exam in ing  (o p tio n  i )  w hich was by f a r  th e  

l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  kl% o f  th e  e n t i r e  sam ple . The p re fe re n c e  

f o r  " p r iv a te "  a sse ssm en t was f u r th e r  u n d e r l in e d  by th e  re sp o n se  t o  

o p tio n  ( iv )  w hich was s im i l a r  t o  o p tio n  ( i )  e x c e p t t h a t  i t  p ro v id e d  fo r  a 

p e e r  group  a u d ie n c e . Whereas t h i s  m ethod was th e  most p o p u la r  o p tio n  when 

co n ducted  on a  p r iv a t e  b a s i s ,  when c a r r i e d  o u t p u b l i c ly ,  i t  was one o f  th e  

l e a s t  p o p u la r  p ro c e d u re s  w ith  o n ly  a  h a n d fu l o f  re sp o n d e n ts  (5%) fa v o u r in g  

i t .  T hus, a lth o u g h  a lm o st h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple {h6%) fav o u red  a sse ssm en t on 

a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s ,  o n ly  a  v e ry  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  (5%) p r e f e r r e d  th e  p u b lic  

s e t t i n g  to  th e  p r iv a t e  one. Group d is c u s s io n  i s  one o f  th e  m ost in n o v a tiv e  

methods o f  o r a l  exam ining  and one w hich h as  n ev e r en jo y ed  w id e sp re a d  u se . 

I t s  g e n e ra l  la c k  o f  p o p u la r i ty  was r e f l e c t e d  in  Q u estio n  19 w here i t  

em erged as th e  l e a s t  p o p u la r  p ro ced u re  w ith  o n ly  3% in d ic a t in g  a  p re fe re n c e  

f o r  i t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  even t h i s  d i s t i n c t l y  u n p o p u la r m ethod o f  exam in ing  

e x p e r ie n c e d  a  d ra m a tic  in c re a s e  in  fa v o u r  when i t  was com bined w ith  th e  

o n e - to -o n e  m ethod (o p tio n  ( i i i )  w hich 19% t i c k e d ) .  The o th e r  n o t ic e a b le  

f e a tu r e  o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n  was th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  who d e c l in e d  

to  s e l e c t  a  p ro c e d u re  on th e  grounds t h a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  i s  a more im p o rta n t

* 5% of the responses to this question were invalid.
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v a r ia b le  in  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  o r a l  m easurem ent. The im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d  to  

p e r s o n a l i ty  was in d ic a te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was th e  second l a r g e s t  

c a te g o ry  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  o v e r a  q u a r te r  (27%) o f  th e  sam ple. C le a r ly ,  many 

te a c h e r s  re g a rd e d  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  a s  more im p o rta n t th a n  

exam ining  m ethod in  d e te rm in in g  th e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t.

O v e ra l l ,  t h i s  q u e s tio n  d em o n stra ted  a  number o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s :  

a  m arked p re fe re n c e  f o r  p r iv a t e  o v e r p u b l ic  m ethods o f  exam in ing ; th e  

p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  o n e - to -o n e  te c h n iq u e  ; th e  im p o rtan ce  a t t r i b u t e d  to  

p e r s o n a l i ty  as  a  f a c t o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  su c c e ss  o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t and th e  

d i s t i n c t  la c k  o f  p o p u la r i ty  o f  l e s s  c o n v e n tio n a l p ro c e d u re s  such a s  group 

d is c u s s io n  and th e  p r o v is io n  o f  a  p e e r  group a u d ie n c e .

9 . READING ALOUD

9 :1  THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

I t  i s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  open t h i s  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  t e s t i n g

p ro c e d u re s  by c o n s id e r in g  th e  re a d in g  t e s t .  From a  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  p o in t  o f

v iew , th e  re a d in g  t e s t  h as  a  c la im  t o  be c o n s id e re d  f i r s t  b e c a u se , w hereas

most o th e r  m ethods r e p r e s e n t  r e c e n t  in n o v a t io n s ,  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  h a s  q u i te

a lo n g  p e d ig re e .  A lthough spoken E n g l is h ,  " . . .  h as  been  sh am efu lly

n e g le c te d "  (W ilk in so n , 1965 , p . 11) in  m ost seco n d ary  sc h o o ls  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly :

R eading a lo u d  . . .  h as  a  lo n g  and h o n o u rab le  h i s t o r y  in  th e  
t r a i n i n g  o f  te a c h e r s  and  in  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  p u p i l s .

(H itchm an, 1968, p . 223)

R eading t e s t s  w ere u sed  e x te n s iv e ly  in  te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h o u t th e  

second h a l f  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  an d , s in c e  o ra c y  g e n e r a l ly  was so 

n e g le c te d ,  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  r e a d in g  a lo u d  in to  th e  t r a i n i n g  c o l le g e  

c u r r i c u la  was im p o r ta n t .  However, th e  v a lu e  a t ta c h e d  to  re a d in g  was 

somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from  w hat i t  i s  now s in c e  we v a lu e  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  u se  

a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  i n t o n a t io n ,  s t r e s s  and pace  in  o rd e r  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  

m eaning and mood o f  a  p a s sa g e :
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The m ethod ( o f f e r s )  a  c a n d id a te  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  im a g in a tiv e  
in v o lv em en t, and a  chance to  d em o n stra te  h i s  pow ers o f  u n d er
s ta n d in g  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 1 . 1 9 6 6 ,p . 7)

However, in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  re a d in g  was l a r g e ly

u t i l i t a r i a n :

I t  i s  e asy  to  see  why re a d in g  a lo u d  was c o n s id e re d  so im p o rtan t 
. . .  A g r e a t  p a r t  o f  e d u c a tio n  . . .  was c a r r i e d  on hy re a d in g  
a lo u d  . . .  T h is  was t o  u se  r e a d in g  a s  a  te a c h in g  te c h n iq u e .
R eading a lo u d  was a t o o l  o f  l e a r n in g .  (H itchm an, 1963 , p . 53)

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  r e a d in g  a lo u d  had  been  in tro d u c e d  in to  th e

exam ining  o f  t r a i n i n g  c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts  gave i t  a  p r e s t i g e  w hich was la c k in g

in  o th e r  a re a s  o f  spoken E n g lis h .

T his h as  had  im p o rta n t consequences f o r  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  o r a l  a s s e s s 

ment in  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry . When th e  t e s t i n g  o f  spoken E n g lish  f i n a l l y  

began to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  in  s c h o o ls  in  th e  1950*s ,  re a d in g  a lo u d  was 

a l re a d y  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  and i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p rece d en ce  was r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  

unanimous agreem ent o f  th e  new a u t h o r i t i e s  to  in c lu d e  a  re a d in g  t e s t .  The 

p r e s e n t  s tu d y  h as  found  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n ts  o f  tw e lv e  s e p a ra te  o r a l  exam ina

t i o n s  in  o p e ra t io n  betw een th e  1950*s and 1965*, and in  e v e ry  ca se  a 

re a d in g  t e s t  was u se d . A lthough  th e  o th e r  item s w hich c o n s t i t u t e d  th e s e  

t e s t s  d i f f e r e d ,  re a d in g  a lo u d  was a  c o n s ta n t  f e a t u r e .  As W ilk inson  (1965 ) 

o b se rv ed : "V ery few o f  th e  e x am in a tio n s  th e  w r i t e r  has come a c ro s s  om it

i t  " ( p . 7 8 ) .

* The b o a rd s  w hich i n s t i t u t e d  spoken E n g lish  t e s t s  in  th e  1950*s in c lu d e :  
th e  N o rth e rn  U n i v e r s i t i e s '  J o in t  M a tr ic u la t io n  B oard (1 9 5 3 ), th e  E n g lis h  
S peak ing  B oard (1 9 5 3 ), th e  A sso c ia te d  B oard o f  th e  R oyal S choo ls  o f  
Music (195^ ) ,  Durham U n iv e r s i ty  S c h o o ls ' Exam ining B oard (1 9 5 6 ), th e  
R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A r ts ,  th e  G u ild h a l l  School o f  Music and Drama and th e  
Union o f  E d u c a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e s .  In  1964, spoken E n g lis h  was made 
a v a i la b l e  a s  p a r t  o f  0 -L ev e l E n g lish  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  by London 
U n iv e r s i ty  Schools* E xam ination  B oard. O ther i n i t i a t i v e s  in c lu d e d  th e  
B rig h to n  Schools* E xam ination  e x p e r im e n ta l o r a l  a sse ssm en t (1 9 6 2 -6 3 ) ,th e  
M anchester R esearch  P r o je c t  t r i a l  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  ( l9 6 0 's )  and an o r a l  
ex am in a tio n  d e s ig n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  u se  in  seco n d ary  modem sc h o o ls  by 
th e  E n g lis h  Speak ing  B oard (1 9 6 3 ). The s p a r s i t y  o f  spoken E n g lis h  t e s t s  
a l s o  made th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  o ra c y  in to  th e  Tasm anian School L eaving 
C e r t i f i c a t e  (1962) a s u b je c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  E ngland . T h is  i s  n o t to  
su g g e s t t h a t  th e s e  tw e lv e  w ere th e  o n ly  o r a l  ex a m in a tio n s  in  o p e ra t io n  
betw een 1950-1965. They w ere , how ever, th e  o n ly  ones o f  w hich t h i s  
e n q u iry  h as  been  a b le  to  f in d  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n ts .
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9 :2  CSE AND THE READING TEST

O ra l exam ining  was g iv e n  an immense b o o s t by th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f

CSE w hich was o p en ly  com m itted  t o  in n o v a tio n . In d e e d , i t  was p r e s e n te d  to

te a c h e r s  a s  a  c h a lle n g e  to  i n s t i t u t e  m ajo r changes:

. . .  s im p ly  b eca u se  i t  i s  new, th e  CSE o f f e r s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  
m ajo r change. The r a n g e , c o n te n t and m ethods o f  E n g lish  
a sse ssm en t need  n o t be r e s t r i c t e d  by p re c e d e n t.

(D ixon, 1965 , p p .1- 2 )

I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  b e a r  t h i s  in  mind when e v a lu a t in g  th e  ap p ro ach  t o  o ra c y  

ad o p ted  by  th e  new r e g io n a l  p a n e ls .

In  some w ays, th e  r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  w ere f a i t h f u l  t o  th e  s p i r i t  o f  CSE. 

For i n s ta n c e ,  t h e i r  unanim ous agreem ent t h a t  o ra c y  sh o u ld  form a 

com pulsory  component o f  E n g lish  r e p re s e n te d  a  d e f i n i t e  b re a k  w ith  p re c e d e n t .  

However, when t h e i r  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s  a re  s c r u t i n i s e d ,  th e  p i c tu r e  i s  

somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  H itchm an (1968) con d u c ted  a  su rv ey  o f  th e  t e s t i n g  

p ro c e d u re s  em ployed by th e  s ix te e n  Mode I  E n g lish  p a n e ls  and found t h a t  by 

f a r  th e  m ost w id e ly  u sed  m ethod was c o n v e rs a t io n  -  a v a i l a b l e  in  fo u r te e n  o f  

th e  r e g io n s .  C o n v e rsa tio n  i s  th e  most n a t u r a l  form  o f  spoken E n g l is h ,  and 

i t  had  lo n g  been  u n d e rv a lu e d , so i t  was f i t t i n g  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  be e le v a te d  

to  a p o s i t i o n  o f  im p o rtan ce  by t h i s  new ex a m in a tio n . R a th e r  more s u r p r i s in g  

was th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  o n ly  o th e r  m ethod w hich c o u ld  m atch i t s  p o p u la r i ty  

was th e  re a d in g  t e s t  -  em ployed by t h i r t e e n  a r e a s .  The t h i r d  m ost p o p u la r  

t e s t ,  th e  t a l k ,  was o f f e r e d  by n in e  a r e a s  o n ly  and each  o f  th e  re m a in in g  

p ro c e d u re s  was u sed  by seven  a re a s  o r  l e s s .  A d m itte d ly , th e  re a d in g  t e s t  

was a tim e-h o n o u red  and w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  t e s t i n g  te c h n iq u e  and t h i s  made i t  

an obv ious c a n d id a te  f o r  in c lu s io n ,  in  one se n s e . In  a n o th e r  s e n s e ,  th e s e  

same q u a l i t i e s  made i t  an u n l ik e ly  c h o ic e  f o r  in c lu s io n  in  CSE. I t  co u ld  

h a rd ly  be d e s c r ib e d  as  th e  ty p e  o f  e x c i t i n g ,  new ap p ro ach  to  exam ining  w hich 

CSE was supposed  t o  p rom ote . Nor was i t s  w id esp read  a d o p tio n  g r e e te d  w ith  

en th u siasm  s in c e ,  to  many o b s e rv e r s ,  i t  smacked o f  c o n v en tio n  and 

c o n se rv a tism :
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I n i t i a l l y ,  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  .method, was e n e r g e t i c a l l y  
op p o sed , f o r  te n a b le  r e a s o n s .  I t  was c l e a r l y  n e i th e r  o r i g i n a l  
n o r e x c i t i n g ,  and i t  sm e lled  to o  much o f  s t a l e  e x am in a tio n  a i r ,  
and n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y  o f  th e  f r e s h e r  a tm osphere  w hich was lo o k ed  
f o r  in  th e  CSE. (E xam inations B u l l e t in  1 1 . 1966 , p .T )

H o s t i l i t y  to  t h i s  developm ent was w id e sp re a d . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  NATE

c r i t i q u e  o f  CSE, C r i t e r i a  o f  S uccess in  E n g lish  (1965), s t a t e d :

. . .  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l ap p roach  . . .  has been  f o r  an e x te r n a l  
exam iner to  have a  s e t  p a ssa g e  r e a d  to  him . . .  i t  w ould be 
u n n e c e ssa ry  and dangerous t o  c o n tin u e  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  . . .  r e a d in g  
a lo u d  . . .  i s  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l i z e d  form  o f  o r a l  work . . .  b o th  in  
form  and c o n te n t ,  we f in d  th e  app roach  to o  l i m i t e d ,  ( p . 30)

S im ila r  v iew s w ere h e ld  by A llc h in  (1 9 6 4 ):

The m ethods o f  t e s t i n g  have been  d e c id e d  on , in  many c a se s  
fo llo w in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  . . .  th e  p ro c e d u re  t h a t  was in
o p e ra t io n  in  some sch o o ls  a s  f a r  b ack  as  1952. The ab sen ce  o f  
f r e s h  th in k in g  . . .  i s  to  be seen  as  a l l  th e  more r e g r e t t a b l e  when 
one r e c a l l s  th e  comment in  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 , t h a t  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m ethod i s  "abnorm al by any s ta n d a rd s " .  ( p p .16-17)

The p o s i t i o n  was a  p a ra d o x ic a l  one. R eading a lo u d  was n e i th e r  new nor

e x c i t in g ;  n o r was i t  re g a rd e d  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l id  e x e r c i s e .  D e sp ite

t h i s ,  and th e  o p p o s i t io n  i t s  u se  a ro u s e d , i t  was th e  second  m ost p o p u la r

t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re  in  th e  new e x a m in a tio n . The most f e a s ib l e  e x p la n a t io n  o f

t h i s  p arad o x  i s  t h a t  r e a d in g ’ s t r a d i t i o n a l  ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s  had  se c u re d

i t  an im p o rta n t p o s i t i o n  w ith in  th e  new e x a m in a tio n . T h is i l l u s t r a t e s  th e

com plex r e l a t i o n s h i p  w hich e x i s t s  betw een a s u b je c t ’ s ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s

and i t s  e d u c a t io n a l  im p o rtan ce  and i t  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  im p o rtan ce  w hich

t r a d i t i o n a l  ex am in a tio n  s t a t u s  can c o n fe r  on a  p ro c e d u re  even when i t s

e d u c a tio n a l  w o rth  h as  come in to  q u e s t io n .  I t  has  to  be re c o g n is e d  t h a t

l a r g e - s c a l e  o r a l  a sse ssm en t was a new v e n tu re  and i t  was p e rh ap s  in e v i t a b l e

t h a t  th e  new p a n e ls  sh o u ld  r e s o r t  t o  w e l l - t r i e d  and f a jn i l i a r  m ethods when

ta c k l in g  such  a d i f f i c u l t  and u n c h a r te d  a r e a  o f  a s se ssm e n t.

9 :3  THE PRACTICES OF THE DIFFERENT PANELS

S e c tio n  8 drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  p r a c t i c e  p o s s ib le  in  an 

o r a l  ex am in a tio n  and th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t .  The r e a d in g
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was a  com pulsory t e s t  in  seven  o f  th e  CSE re g io n s  h u t  o p t io n a l  in  th e  

rem a in in g  s i x .  W h ils t a l l  t h i r t e e n  p a n e ls  c o n s id e re d  p ro se  to  be s u i t a b l e  

m a te r ia l  f o r  r e a d in g ,  s e v e r a l  a llo w ed  th e  c a n d id a te  to  o p t f o r  p o e t ry  and 

one in c lu d e d  dram a. The c o n te x t o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  a l s o  v a r ie d  from  a re a  

to  a r e a .  In  o v e r h a l f ,  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  was " p r iv a t e " ,  co n ducted  in  th e  

p re se n c e  o f  th e  exam iner a lo n e ,  b u t  in  s e v e r a l  a re a s  an au d ien ce  was 

p ro v id e d  from  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e e r  g ro u p . The m ethod o f  ch o o sin g  th e  

p a ssag e  and th e  d eg ree  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  a llo w ed  a l s o  d i f f e r e d .  In  some 

r e g io n s ,  th e  p a ssa g e s  w ere p r e s c r ib e d  and th e  c a n d id a te  was g iv en  a  s h o r t  

p e r io d  im m ed ia te ly  p r i o r  to  th e  ex am in a tio n  f o r  p r e p a r a t io n .  O th er 

a u t h o r i t i e s  a llo w ed  th e  c a n d id a te  t o  s e l e c t  h i s  own p ie c e  and to  p re p a re  i t  

a t  l e i s u r e .  A v a r i a t i o n  on t h i s  app roach  was to  a llo w  th e  c a n d id a te  to  

choose th e  t e x t  w h ile  th e  exam iner s e le c te d  th e  e x t r a c t .  One a r e a  a llo w ed  

th e  c a n d id a te  t o  r e c i t e  a  p ie c e  from  memory w h ile ,  in  a n o th e r ,  th e  

c a n d id a te  gave h i s  r e a d in g  to  a  g ro u p , re sp o n d ed  t o  q u e s tio n s  on h i s  

perfo rm ance  and th e n  r e - r e a d  th e  p ie c e .  In  some t e s t s ,  th e  re a d in g  was 

u sed  as a  t a l k i n g  p o in t  an d , in  o th e r s ,  th e  c a n d id a te  was r e q u i r e d  to  

in tro d u c e  h i s  r e a d in g .

In  th e  E a s t M idland R eg io n , r e a d in g  a lo u d , th e  t a l k ,  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  

th e  exam iner and group d is c u s s io n  have a l l  f e a tu r e d  in  th e  Mode 1 t e s t  

b a t t e r y  a t  some p o in t .  However, w h ile  o th e r  item s have changed , been  

abandoned o r  m o d if ie d , th e  r e a d in g  has been  a c o n s ta n t ,  unchang ing  f e a tu r e  

o f  th e  t e s t .  In  f a c t ,  i t  h as  been  th e  s in g le  m ost d u ra b le  e lem en t o f  th e  

ex am in a tio n  from  I 965 to  th e  p r e s e n t  day . I t s  r e s i l i e n c e  i s  a l l  th e  more 

i n t e r e s t i n g  when one c o n s id e rs  th e  h o s t i l i t y  tow ards i t  amongst o p in io n  

l e a d e r s .  P r a c t i s in g  te a c h e r s  a l s o  a p p ea red  to  be f a r  from  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  

i t .  T h is  was re v e a le d  by Q u estio n  23 w hich in d ic a te d  th e  l e v e l  o f  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  n o t o n ly  w ith  th e  re a d in g  t e s t  b u t a l s o  w ith  th e  o th e r  two 

item s w hich c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  Mode 1 t e s t  b a t t e r y .
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23. The Mode 1 O ra l E xam ination  com prises  th r e e  e le m e n ts : -  (a ) 
r e a d in g  from  an e x t r a c t ;  (b) a t a l k  on a  to p ic  chosen  by 
th e  c a n d id a te ;  (c )  a  d is c u s s io n  w ith  th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r .

( i )  Which e lem en t o f  th e  a ssessm en t a re  you m ost s a t i s f i e d  
w ith ?

(a )  th e  r e a d in g  (23%)
(b) th e  t a l k  (20%)
(c )  the  d i s c u s s i o n  (48%)

( i i )  Which e lem en t o f  th e  a sse ssm en t a re  you l e a s t  s a t i s f i e d  
w ith ?

(a )  th e  r e a d in g  (39%)
(b) th e  t a l k  (28%)
(c )  th e  d is c u s s io n  (21%) *

The d is c u s s io n  r a t e d  as by f a r  th e  m ost p o p u la r  p ro c e d u re  w ith  a lm o st h a l f  

o f  th e  sam ple (48%) in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  th e y  found  i t  most s a t i s f a c t o r y .  There 

was l i t t l e  to  choose betw een  th e  l e v e l s  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  re c o rd e d  f o r  th e  

t a l k  and th e  re a d in g  a lth o u g h  th e  re a d in g  re c e iv e d  a s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  s c o re  

th a n  th e  t a l k .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  l e s s  th a n  a  q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam ple (23%) found 

th e  re a d in g  th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  t e s t  ite m . T h is ,  on i t s  own, d id  n o t 

su g g e s t t h a t  te a c h e r s  w ere p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  re a d in g  t e s t .  

I t  s im p ly  showed t h a t  o n ly  a  sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple re g a rd e d  i t  as 

th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  com ponent. However, when th e  ev id en ce  o f  Q u es tio n  

2 3 ( i i )  i s  com bined w ith  t h a t  o f  Q u estio n  2 3 ( i ) ,  a  more com prehensive 

p ic tu r e  em erges. The re a d in g  was r a t e d  as by f a r  th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

item  on Q u estio n  2 3 ( i i ) .  Thus, th e  cu m u la tiv e  ev id en ce  o f  Q u estio n  23 

re v e a le d  th e  r e a d in g  t o  be th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e le m e n t. Not o n ly  d id  i t  

r e c e iv e  th e  h ig h e s t  s c o re  f o r  " l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i te m " ; i t  a l s o  had  a poor 

s c o re  on th e  "m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  ite m " . In  t h i s  l i g h t ,  th e  e n d u rin g  n a tu re  

o f  th e  re a d in g  t e s t  i s  even more rem a rk a b le .

The in fo rm a tio n  p ro v id e d  by Q u estio n  23 d id  n o t ,  on i t s  own, su g g e s t 

th e  re a so n s  why te a c h e r s  w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t .  However, 

f r e e - r e s p o n s e  item s ap p ea red  th ro u g h o u t th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  and th e y  p ro v id e d

9% of the responses on Question 23(i) were invalid and 12% of the responses
on Question 23(ii) were invalid.
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th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  re sp o n d e n ts  to  a m p lify  t h e i r  own p o in t  o f  v iew . I t  was 

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t ,  o f  th o s e  who chose t o  comment on th e  oraJ. 

e x a m in a tio n , a  l a r g e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  them  commented on th e  re a d in g  t e s t .  I f  

th e  number o f  re sp o n d e n ts  who chose t o  comment on a  p a r t i c u l a r  ite m  may be  

ta k e n  as a  r o u ^  g u id e  t o  th e  l e v e l  o f  co ncern  i t  a ro u se d , i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

th e  re a d in g  was th e  s u b je c t  o f  much co n ce rn .

9 :4  THE CHOICE OF READING EXTRACTS

A b r i e f  p e r u s a l  o f  t h e i r  comments made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  some re sp o n d e n ts

w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  n o t w ith  th e  re a d in g  t e s t  in  p r i n c i p l e  b u t  w ith  th e

p a r t i c u l a r  t e s t s  w hich had  been  s e t  by EMREB. The main s u b je c t  o f  co m p la in t

was t h a t  t e s t s  had  v a r ie d  in  i n t r i n s i c  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y :

P assa g es  s e le c te d  f o r  r e a d in g  v a ry  from  y e a r  t o  y e a r  and from  
p a ssag e  to  p a ssag e  in  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and 
e x p re s s io n .  (Q385)

Some o f  th e  re a d in g  p a ssa g e s  seem much h a rd e r  th a n  th e  o th e rs  
w ith  r e g a rd  to  s t y l e ,  vocab . e t c .  (Q39T)

The p a ssa g e s  chosen  a re  n o t alw ays t o  my mind o f  a  s im i la r  
s ta n d a rd .  (Q59T)

The p a ssa g e s  a re  v a r i a b le :  demand v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  re s p o n se s  and
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Some c a l l  f o r  v e ry  l i t t l e  e x p e r t i s e .  (Q352)

. . .  th e  p ro v id e d  e x t r a c t s  v a ry  in  co m p lex ity  -  a g r e a t e r
s ta n d a r d iz a t io n  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  (Q132)

I t  i s  s ta n d a rd  p r a c t i c e  to  p ro v id e  th e  exam iner w ith  a  range  o f  e x t r a c t s  t o

choose from  -  in  th e  ca se  o f  EMREB f iv e  p assa g e s  a re  p ro v id e d . However, i t

seems to  have p roved  d i f f i c u l t  to  p ro v id e  e x t r a c t s  w hich d i f f e r  s u f f i c i e n t l y

in  c o n te n t  and s t y l e  to  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  in c lu s io n  b u t a ls o  make s im i la r

demands in  te rm s o f  th e  l e v e l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  v o c a b u la ry , s y n ta x ,  s t y l e ,

mood e t c .

The v a r i a b i l i t y  w hich th e  elem en t o f  ch o ice  in tro d u c e s  i n to  th e  re a d in g  

t e s t  i s  a l l  th e  more u n fo r tu n a te  b eca u se  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  re a d in g  

t e s t  i s  t h a t  i t  can p ro v id e  a  f ix e d ,  s ta n d a rd  e lem en t in  th e  e x a m in a tio n .
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E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) p o in te d  o u t t h i s  s p e c ia l  r o l e  w hich re a d in g

may p la y  in  an o r a l  ex am in a tio n  when, in  s e a rc h in g  f o r ,  " . . .  some more

s p e c i f i c  fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e "  i t  o b se rv ed  t h a t :

In  th e  re a d in g  a lo u d  such  a  fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  i s  s u p p lie d  by 
th e  p a ssag e  ch o sen , w hich th e n  s e rv e s  in  some se n se  as  a 
s ta n d a rd iz e d  in s tru m e n t f o r  a l l  c a n d id a te s . ( p . 1 2 )

Thus, th e  re a d in g  may s e rv e  as a  f ix e d  p o in t  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  a  y a r d s t i c k  w hich 

rem ains c o n s ta n t  a c ro s s  an i n f i n i t e  number o f  t e s t s .  T h is  i s  im p o r ta n t 

b eca u se  in  o r a l  exam ining  th e r e  i s  so  much w hich i s  s u b je c t iv e ,  so much 

w hich i s  v a r i a b l e :  so  much, in  s h o r t ,  w hich i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  s ta n d a rd 

i z e .  T hus, th e  re a d in g  p ro v id e s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  in c o rp o r a te  i n to  th e  

ex am in a tio n  a  component w hich i s  e a s i l y  s ta n d a rd iz e d .  Some o f  th e  

re sp o n d e n ts  v a lu e d  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n . For in s ta n c e ,  Q570 

c la im ed  t h a t  i t  s e rv e d  a s ,  " . . .  a  u s e f u l ,  f ix e d  t o o l  o f  com parison  betw een

p u p i l s " .  However, t h i s  depends upon c a n d id a te s  b e in g  t e s t e d  on e x t r a c t s

w hich a re  g e n u in e ly  e q u iv a le n t .  T his e n q u iry  su g g e s ts  t h a t  i t  has p ro v ed  to  

be d i f f i c u l t  to  combine th e  p r in c i p l e  o f  s t a n d a r d iz a t io n  w ith  an e lem en t o f  

c h o ic e . C le a r ly ,  th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  way o f  s ta n d a r d iz in g  th e  re a d in g  t e s t  

i s  by p ro v id in g  t h a t  a l l  c a n d id a te s  re a d  th e  same m a te r i a l .

T h is r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  why i t  i s  s ta n d a rd  p r a c t i c e  to  p ro v id e  a 

ran g e  o f  e x t r a c t s ?  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  an answ er t o  t h i s  q u e s tio n  

b eca u se  th e  e lem en t o f  ch o ic e  i s  a f e a tu r e  o f  r e a d in g  t e s t s  w hich i s  n e i th e r  

q u e s tio n e d  n o r e x p la in e d . For in s ta n c e ,  H itchm an (1966 ) d e a l’s w ith  r e a d in g  

a lo u d  in  m e tic u lo u s  d e t a i l  to u c h in g  on such  m in u tia e  as th e  p r e c i s e  p o s i t i o n  

in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  sh o u ld  s ta n d  to  p e rfo rm  a  r e a d in g ,  how many m in u tes  

he sh o u ld  be  a llo w ed  f o r  p r e p a r a t io n ,  how many words th e  s e l e c te d  p a ssa g e s  

sh o u ld  c o n ta in  e t c .  D e sp ite  th e  d e t a i l  in  w hich he d e a ls  w ith  t h i s  t o p i c ,  

H itchm an f a i l s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  w h e th er i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  to  

p ro v id e  a  ran g e  o f  e x t r a c t s .  I n s te a d  he la y s  down t h a t  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t e s t  

sh o u ld  p ro v id e ,  " . . .  s e v e r a l  s e t s  o f  p a ssa g e s  f o r  th e  a s s e s s o r ’s c h o ic e "

( p . 8 5 ) w ith o u t f u r th e r  e x p la n a t io n .o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  The s c a n t a t t e n t i o n
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w hich has  been  p a id  t o  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  ch o ice  im p lie s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an 

u n im p o rta n t a s p e c t  o f  t e s t  d e s ig n  w hich does n o t demand c a r e f u l  c o n s id e ra 

t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a  v i t a l l y  im p o rta n t c o n s id e ra t io n  w hich may underm ine 

th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  t e s t  i f  n e g le c te d .

In  p r a c t i c e ,  th e  r i g h t  t o  v a ry  th e  p a ssa g e s  i s  l i m i t e d  to  th e  ex am in er.

T hus, th e  e lem en t o f  c h o ic e  can n o t be in te n d e d  to  a id  th e  c a n d id a te  s in c e

he p la y s  no p a r t  in  th e  d e c is io n .  As f a r  as th e  w r i t e r  i s  a b le  to

a s c e r t a i n ,  th e  o n ly  u s e f u l  f u n c t io n  w hich th e  c h o ic e  o f  p a ssa g e s  may s e rv e

i s  in  r e l i e v i n g  ted iu m  f o r  th e  ex am iner. The exam iner h as  t o  s i t  th ro u g h

numerous re a d in g s  an d , as Q609’ s comment i l l u s t r a t e s ,  th e  re a d in g  may

q u ic k ly  become th e  most la b o r io u s  p a r t  o f  th e  ex am in a tio n  f o r  him :

The re a d in g  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  b e c a u se , f i n a l l y ,  th e  way in  
w hich th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  c a n d id a te s  e x e c u te  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
t e s t  i s  v e ry  s im i l a r .  I t  i s  a l s o  th e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  th e  
exam iner.

T hus, th e  exam iner may f in d  i t  more r e f r e s h in g  i f  th e r e  i s  some v a r i e t y  in  

th e  p a s s a g e s .  A g a in s t t h i s  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  th e  e lem en t o f  c h o ic e  m ust be 

w eighed i t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  dam aging e f f e c t  on t e s t  v a l i d i t y .  C le a r ly ,  a 

s e l e c t i o n  o f  e x t r a c t s  i s  n o t a  f e a tu r e  o f  re a d in g  t e s t  d e s ig n  w hich sh o u ld  

be em ployed w ith o u t c a r e f u l  c o n s id e r a t io n .

T here a re  some te a c h e r s  who b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  e lem en t o f  c h o ic e  sh o u ld

la y  w ith  th e  c a n d id a te  n o t th e  ex am in er. For in s ta n c e ,  Q333 a rg u ed : " I

th in k  i t  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  th e  r e a d in g  i s  o f  th e  p u p i l ’ s own c h o ic e " .  T eachers

who fa v o u r t h i s  approach  u s u a l ly  a rgue  t h a t  i t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  d is c u s s io n .

For in s ta n c e ,  QI56 rem arked : " . . .  a  p re p a re d  re a d in g  o f  th e  c a n d id a te ’s own

ch o ice  m ight . . .  a l s o  p ro v id e  a d d i t io n a l  m a te r ia l  on w hich to  b a se  a

d is c u s s io n " .  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  app roach

m ight a llo w  th e  d is c u s s io n  t o  d evelop  n a t u r a l l y  o u t o f  th e  re a d in g :

. . .  he ( th e  exam iner) can i n v i t e  th e  c a n d id a te  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  
p e rfo rm a n ce , t o  d is c u s s  th e  s p e c ia l  m e r i ts  o f  th e  p a ssag e  in  
q u e s tio n  and . . .  w hat prom pted (h is  c h o ic e )  . . .  The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
w ould be c o n s id e ra b le .  ( p . ? )



266

In  th e  e v e n t ,  t h i s  m ethod was found to  he d is a p p o in t in g :

. . .  i t  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  as a  s u b je c t  o f  d is c u s s io n ,  f o r  most o f  
th e  exam inees had  sm a ll i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  books th e y  b ro u g h t f o r  
r e a d in g ,  n o r w ere th e y  a b le  to  comment f r u i t f u l l y  upon them . ( p . 8)

F u rth e rm o re , i t  r a i s e s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  a ssessm en t s in c e  c a n d id a te s  w i l l

i n e v i t a b l y  s e l e c t  m a te r ia ls  w hich d i f f e r  enorm ously  in  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f

d i f f i c u l t y .  Not o n ly  does t h i s  c o m p lic a te  th e  e x am in e r’ s t a s k  b u t th e  r o l e

o f  th e  re a d in g  as a f ix e d ,  s ta n d a r d iz in g  in s tru m e n t i s  co m p le te ly  l o s t .  The

e x am in e r’ s t a s k  i s  f u r t h e r  co m p lic a te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  chosen  e x t r a c t

may be  new t o  h im . H is a sse ssm en t i s  l i k e l y  t o  be  more m ean in g fu l when i t

i s  b a se d  on a  p assag e  w hich he h as  s tu d ie d  b e fo re h a n d  r a t h e r  th a n  on h i s

im m ediate im p re s s io n s  o f  an unknown p a s sa g e . There i s  a l s o  th e  prob lem  o f

c a n d id a te s  who make i l l - in f o r m e d  c h o ic e s  and f a i l  t o  do j u s t i c e  to  t h e i r

a b i l i t y .  F u rth e rm o re , one o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  argum ents i n  fa v o u r  o f  f r e e

c h o ic e  does n o t s ta n d  up to  s c r u t in y .  T h e o r e t ic a l ly ,  i t  e n a b le s  c a n d id a te s

t o  s e l e c t  m a te r ia l s  w hich i n t e r e s t  them  b u t ,  in  p r a c t i c e ,  c a n d id a te s

u s u a l ly  f a i l  t o  e x p lo i t  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty .  I t  i s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  to  see  why a

s e l f - s e l e c t e d  p ie c e  must n e c e s s a r i ly  p ro v id e  a  more u s e f u l  t a lk in g  p o in t

th a n  a s e t  p a s sa g e . Most o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  w hich an exam iner may ask  abou t

s e l f - s e l e c t e d  e x t r a c t s  a re  j u s t  as a p p l ic a b le  to  p r e s c r ib e d  e x t r a c t s .  In d e e d ,

i t  seems j u s t  as re a s o n a b le  t o  r e q u i r e  a c a n d id a te  t o  h o ld  an i n t e l l i g e n t

c o n v e rs a t io n  on a  s e t  p ie c e  as on one w hich he has  chosen .

9:5  THE INTERNAL VALIDITY OF THE READING TEST

A no ther key  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  re a d in g  t e s t  concerned  i t s  i n t e r n a l  

v a l i d i t y * .  T here i s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  sp e a k in g  and re a d in g  w hich r a i s e s  

th e  q u e s t io n :  how v a l id  a re  th e  o r a l  s k i l l s  m easured  in  a t e s t  o f  re a d in g ?

* The co n cep t o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  r e l i e s  on th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  judgem ents o f  
th o s e  w ith  e x p e r t i s e  in  th e  f i e l d :  " ’ I n t e r n a l ’ v a l i d i t y  i s  concerned
w ith  th e  c o n te n t and th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  t e s t .  Do th e s e  ap p ea r to  be 
re a s o n a b le  and s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  We ’s iz e  u p ’ a  t e s t ,  n o t in g  i t s  c h a r a c te r 
i s t i c s ,  and form  a  judgem ent c o n c e rn in g  i t s  v a l i d i t y . "

(H itchm an, 1966, p . 62)
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Many re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was n o t a v a l id  e x e r c is e  b eca u se  th e

a b i l i t y  to  re a d  w e ll  i s  an a r t i f i c i a l  s k i l l  d e ta c h e d  from  th e  ex ig e n c e s

o f  r e a l - l i f e  com m unication:

I t  i s  v e ry  a r t i f i c i a l ,  t e s t i n g  s k i l l s  w hich a re  l a r g e l y  
i r r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  p u p i l s ’ o r a l  com petence. (Q338)

. . .  r e a d in g  a lo u d  i s  p e rh ap s  th e  l e a s t  u s e f u l  s k i l l .  (QU6 7 )

R eading a lo u d  i s  a  m ost u n n a tu ra l  e x e r c is e  and many CSE p u p i ls  
. w i l l  n o t r e q u i r e  t h i s  s k i l l  in  a d u l t  l i f e .  (Q570)

I  th in k  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  t e s t  c o u ld  be d isp e n s e d  w ith  -  i t ’ s 
r a t h e r  a  f a l s e  t e s t .  ( I l 4 )

. . .  th e  p rob lem  i s :  a re  we a c t u a l l y  t e s t i n g  w hat we s e t  o u t to  
t e s t  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ?  I ’m n o t s u re  t h a t  we e v e r  d id  b eca u se  
th e  s y l la b u s  demanded re a d in g  a lo u d  . . .  ( th e r e  w ere) alw ays 
q u e s tio n s  as t o  w h e th e r t h a t  i s  w hat we sh o u ld  have been  t e s t i n g .

( 109 )

I ’m n o t s u re  w hat i t  t e s t s  o r  w hat i t  p ro v e s . (112)

R eading  a lo u d  to  one o th e r  p e rso n  ( i s  a) v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  and 
u n r e a l i s t i c  t a s k  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  p u p i l s .  (Q212)

107 ' s  comments p e rh ap s  p ro v id e  th e  key t o  t h i s  c o n t r a d ic to r y  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s .  R e fe r r in g  t o  a  la r g e  Mode 3 c o n so rtiu m , he a rg u ed : "A no ther a re a

w hich i s  u n d er d is c u s s io n  a t  th e  moment i s :  why have a mark f o r  th e  re a d in g ?

A l o t  o f  te a c h e r s  a re  q u e s tio n in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  exam ina

t i o n " .  But i t  was h i s  own view s on t h i s  i s s u e  w hich w ere m ost i l lu m in a t in g :

Do you know, I  h a v e n ’t  r e a l l y  g o t an o p in io n  on i t  a t  th e  moment. 
I ’m w ondering  ab o u t i t  . . .  and I ’ve n o t come t o  any s p e c i f i c  
answ er y e t  . . .  i t ’s been  th e r e  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g .

The m ost t e l l i n g  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s ta tem en t"w as  th e  a s s e r t i o n :  " . . .  i t ’ s been

th e r e  s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g ."  I t  le n d s  su p p o rt t o  th e  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  th e  

s ta n d in g  o f  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  d e r iv e s  l a r g e ly  from  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  exam ina

t i o n  s t a t u s .

The te a c h e r s  sam pled in  t h i s  su rv ey  w ere n o t a lo n e  in  e x p re s s in g  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  re a d in g  t e s t .  T h e ir  view s 

a re  s u p p o r te d  by a  number o f  s tu d i e s .  For in s ta n c e ,  A bercrom bie (1964) 

d is t in g u is h e d  betw een  th r e e  ty p e s  o f  spoken la n g u a g e : " re a d in g  a lo u d " ,

"monologue" a^d " c o n v e r s a t io n " ,  a rg u in g  t h a t :
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. . .  t h e r e  i s  som eth ing  s p e c ia l i z e d  abou t th e  f i r s t  two 
c a te g o r ie s  o f  u se s  o f  spoken la n g u a g e , " re a d in g  a lo u d "  and 
"m onologue". Not everyone engages in  them  o r  needs to  
These two c a te g o r ie s  to g e th e r  w ould form  a v e ry  sm a ll p a r t  o f  
th e  sum t o t a l  o f  in s ta n c e s  o f  th e  u se  o f  spoken lan g u ag e  w hich 
o ccu r in  th e  w o rld , ( p .1 1 )

L ikew ise  th e  a s s e s s o r s  in v o lv e d  in  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) c la im ed :

"We g a in e d  l i t t l e  from  th e  re a d in g  a lo u d . I t  t o l d  us n o th in g  new abou t th e

power o f  com m unication" ( p . 8 ) .  Even Hitchm an (1966 ) ,  who ad v o ca ted  th e

in c lu s io n  o f  re a d in g  a lo u d , had  r e s e r v a t io n s  abou t i t s  v a lu e :

R eading  a lo u d , when th e  a tte m p t i s  made t o  do i t  w e l l  . . .  has 
v a lu a b le  i n d i r e c t  r e s u l t s ;  b u t  th e  o c c a s io n s  on w hich in  a f t e r  
l i f e  a  s p e a k e r  w i l l  have cause  t o  re a d  t o  an au d ien ce  can  be 
few . ( p . 6 8 )

A llc h in  (1964 ) ag re e d :

I t  i s  th e  "a b n o rm a lity "  . . .  t h a t  seems so r e g r e t t a b l e  . . .  In  no 
norm al c irc u m s ta n c e s  w ould a  c h i ld  be  r e q u e s te d  to  re a d  an 
i s o l a t e d  p ro se  p a ra g ra p h  to  someone who was i n t e r e s t e d ,  n o t in  
th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  p a s s a g e , b u t o n ly  in  th e  manner o f  h i s  
r e a d in g .  ( p . 1 7 )

NATE (1965 ) was a l s o  v ig o ro u s ly  opposed t o  th e  p ro c e d u re :

. . .  i t  w ould be u n n e c e ssa ry  and dangerous t o  c o n tin u e  t h i s  
t r a d i t i o n  as CSE d e v e lo p s . To b e g in  w i th ,  r e a d in g  a lo u d  . . .  i s  a 
v e ry  s p e c ia l i z e d  form  o f  o r a l  work . . .  b o th  in  form  and c o n te n t 
we f in d  th e  approach  to o  l im i t e d .  ( p . 30)

C le a r ly ,  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  i s  w id e sp re a d  b e c a u s e , a lth o u g h

a re a d in g  i s  sp o k en , i t  i s  n o t speech  in  th e  n o rm ally  a c c e p te d  s e n se  o f  th e

w ord. Whereas th e  norm al p u rp o se  o f  speech  i s  to  c o n s t r u c t  lan g u ag e  in

o rd e r  to  c r e a te  and convey m eaning ( i . e .  o r a l  c o m p o s itio n ) , a re a d in g  t e s t s

th e  a b i l i t y  to  u se  th e  v o ic e  to  i n t e r p r e t  someone e l s e ’s m eaning:

To re a d  w e ll  r e q u i r e s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  m eaning 
and mood o f  th e  p ie c e  o f  p ro s e .  He w i l l  be p r e s e n t in g  h i s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  p r i n t  by means o f  s k i l f u l  p h ra s in g ,  f lu e n t  
rhy thm , e x p re s s iv e  in to n a t io n ,  th e  f l e x i b l e  u se  o f  pace and 
p a u se . (H itchm an, 1966, p . 8 3 )

A lthough  com prehension  i s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  a c t  o f  re a d in g  a lo u d , i t  i s

m is le a d in g  to  r e g a rd  i t  as a  b a s ic  com prehension  e x e r c i s e .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y

a t e s t  o f  o r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  w hich v e rb a l  t a c t i c s  a re  em ployed t o  convey

th e  m eaning and mood o f  a p ie c e .  There i s  a p o t e n t i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  in  t h i s
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b eca u se  a lth o u g h  re a d in g  t e s t s  a re  n o t d e s ig n e d  t o  t e s t  l i t e r a l  com prehen

s io n ,  com prehension  i s  a  v i t a l  e lem en t o f  th e  re a d in g  p ro c e s s .  I f  th e

t e s t  i s  p i tc h e d  a t  an a p p ro p r ia te  l e v e l ,  th e  a c t  o f  com prehending w i l l  be 

an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  a c t  o f  o r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  I f ,  on th e  o th e r  han d , 

th e  t e s t  i s  p i tc h e d  a t  to o  h ig h  a  l e v e l ,  com prehension , r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g  

subsumed in to  th e  a c t  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  may become th e  dom inant c o n ce rn . 

T his d i f f i c u l t y  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  th e  Mode I  re a d in g  t e s t  w hich a number o f  

re sp o n d e n ts  f e l t  t o  be  to o  d i f f i c u l t :

The re a d in g  fa v o u rs  th e  more a b le  c a n d id a te s  s in c e  i t  ap p ea rs
d e s ig n e d  t o  t e s t  them . Less a b le  c a n d id a te s  w ith  p o s s ib le
re a d in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f lo u n d e r  u n n e c e s s a r i ly .  (Q002)

. . .  th e  p a ssa g e s  chosen  have been  m arked ly  u n s u i t a b le ,  a l l  
r e q u i r in g  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  re a d in g  a b i l i t y .  (Q40T)

R eading p a ssa g e s  a re  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  and h e lp  th e  more a b le  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a te ly .  Im p o rta n t e lem en t i s  com prehension  n o t 
d e l iv e r y .  (Q128)

At t h i s  p o in t ,  i t  i s  w o rth  r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  a  t e s t  i s  jud g ed  v a l i d  in  te rm s 

o f  i t s  m easurem ent o f  p a r t i c u l a r  t h in g s .  I f  th e  o b je c t  o f  a  t e s t  i s  t o  

exam ine o r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and i f ,  a t  th e  same t im e , th e  l i t e r a l  

com prehension  i s  p i tc h e d  a t  such  a  h ig h  l e v e l  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  c a n d id a te s ’ 

e n e rg ie s  a re  c h a n n e lle d  i n t o  making se n se  o f  th e  b a s ic  m eaning , th e n  t h a t  

t e s t  may be d e s c r ib e d  as h a v in g  low i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  in  t h a t  i t  p u rp o r ts  

to  m easure one s k i l l  b u t  e x e r c is e s  a n o th e r .

T his r a i s e s  th e  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  l e v e l  a t  w hich CSE re a d in g  

t e s t s  sh o u ld  be p i t c h e d ,  b e a r in g  in  mind t h a t  CSE c a t e r s  f o r  a w ide band o f  

a b i l i l i t y ?  The t a r g e t  group i s  th e  4 o th  -  80 th  p e r c e n t i l e s  in  th e  a b i l i t y  

ran g e  and i t  i s  w o rth  rem em bering t h a t  t h i s  i s  tw ic e  as w ide as th e  band 

f o r  w hich 0 -L ev e l c a t e r s .  The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t in g  a  s in g le  t e s t  

w hich i s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  such a ran g e  o f  c a n d id a te s  i s  e x a c e rb a te d  by  th e  

p o l ic y  o f  some sc h o o ls  f o r  e n te r in g  as many p u p i l s  as p o s s ib le  f o r  p u b lic  

e x am in a tio n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  in  a  key s u b je c t  l i k e  E n g l is h ) .  I t  seems t h a t  

c h i ld r e n  below  th e  l e v e l  f o r  w hich CSE was d e s ig n e d  now e n te r  f o r  i t  -  a
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p r a c t i c e  w hich c r e a te s  p ro b lem s, as th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  i l l u s t r a t e s :

B eing co n ce rn ed  w ith  re m e d ia l c h i ld r e n ,  I  f e e l  t h a t  th e  re a d in g  
s e c t io n  o f  th e  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  i s  f a r  to o  d i f f i c u l t  th e r e f o r e  
c r e a t in g  c o n fu s io n  and em barrassm ent f o r  th e  c h i ld .  (Q237)

The r e a l  q u e s tio n  i s  : sh o u ld  re m e d ia l p u p i l s  be e n te re d  f o r  an e x am in a tio n

w hich was d e s ig n e d  f o r  e n t ry  a t  o r  above th e  40 th  p e r c e n t i l e  in  th e

a b i l i t y  ran g e?  T his p rob lem  i s  n o t  new; th ro u g h o u t th e  h i s t o r y  o f

e x a m in a tio n s , sc h o o ls  have e n te r e d  p u p i ls  below  th e  s p e c i f i e d  t a r g e t  groups

f o r  e x a m in a tio n s . F or i n s ta n c e ,  as e a r ly  as 1868, th e  S chools In q u iry

Commission found t h a t  boys below  th e  s p e c i f i e d  age w ere s t r u g g l in g  t o  p a ss

th e  p r e s t i g io u s  O xford and Cambridge " l o c a l s " .  In  th e  192 0 *s and '3 0 ’s ,

p u p i l s  who sh o u ld  have been  c o n te n t  t o  g a in  a  School C e r t i f i c a t e  a t  th e  p ass

l e v e l  s t r o v e  f o r  m a t r ic u la t io n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and , in  th e  1950*s ,  seco n d ary

modern sc h o o l p u p i l s  e n te r e d  f o r  0 -L e v e l a t  an e v e r - a c c e le r a t in g  r a t e .

W ith th e  c r e a t io n  o f  CSE, t h i s  p rob lem  em erged am ongst a  group o f  p u p i l s  who

w ere fo rm e r ly  beyond th e  p a le  o f  p u b lic  e x am in a tio n s  : th e  l e a s t  a b le .

In  o rd e r  to  p r e s e n t  a f a i r  and b a la n c e d  p i c t u r e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to

acknow ledge t h a t  a  m in o r i ty  o f  t e a c h e r s  s t r o n g ly  approved  o f  th e  re a d in g

t e s t .  N ea rly  a q u a r te r  o f  th e  sam ple (23%) found re a d in g  a lo u d  th e  most

s a t i s f a c t o r y  e lem en t in  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y .  P erhaps th e  most

p e r s u a s iv e  t r i b u t e  t o  th e  v a lu e  o f  re a d in g  a lo u d  came from  Q239:

I  th in k  t h a t  more im p o rtan ce  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  to  re a d in g  a lo u d .
The g e n e r a l ly  p oo r q u a l i ty  in  my e x p e r ie n c e  . . .  o f  re a d in g  a lo u d  
has r e p e rc u s s io n s  in  po o r com prehension  a b i l i t y ,  la c k  o f  u n d er
s ta n d in g  o f  p u n c tu a t io n ,  and l i t t l e  f e e l in g  f o r  w ords. I t  i s ,  I
t h i n k ,a  v i t a l  p o in t  a t  w hich l i t e r a t u r e  and lan g u ag e  te a c h in g  m eet.

Q239 f e l t  t h a t  a good re a d in g  a c c u r a te ly  in d i c a te s  a  c a n d id a te 's  l e v e l  o f

u n d e rs ta n d in g  b u t i t  i s  s t i l l  d o u b tfu l  w h e th e r t h i s  i s  an o r a l  s k i l l  w hich

i s  v a l id  fo r  in c lu s io n  in  a  CSE spoken E n g lis h  t e s t .

One p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e  o f  th e  r e a d in g  t e s t  i s  t h a t ,  u n l ik e  th e  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t ,  th e  exam iner i s  f r e e  to  d ev o te  a l l  o f  h i s  e n e rg ie s  to  

a s s e s s in g  p e rfo rm an ce . In  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t ,  th e  exam iner must 

a d m in is te r  th e  t e s t  as w e ll  as a s s e s s in g  p erfo rm ance  and much o f  h i s
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a t t e n t i o n  may be fo c u sse d  on p ro v id in g  le a d s  and re sp o n d in g  to  r e p l i e s .  

R eading  a lo u d , in  c o n t r a s t ,  r e le a s e s  th e  m arker t o  fo cu s upon asse ssm en t 

and t h i s  i s  an im p o rta n t m e r i t  o f  t h i s  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re . In  s p i t e  o f  

such  a d v a n ta g e s , th e  g e n e ra l  consensus o f  o p in io n  su g g e s te d  w id e sp re a d  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  re a d in g  t e s t .

9 :6  CONCLUDING REMARKS

R eading a lo u d  e x e m p lif ie s  a  c o n t r a d ic t io n  w hich i s  in h e re n t  in  

E n g lis h :  th e  d is c re p a n c y  betw een  t h a t  w hich i s  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d e s i r a b l e  and

t h a t  w hich i s  a s s e s s a b le .  I 06 d e s c r ib e d  th e  dilemm a th u s  : " . . .  you  come

up a g a in s t  th e  p rob lem  o f  t r y i n g  to  te a c h  w hat you th in k  i s  w o rth  te a c h in g  

b u t exam ine w hat you know i s  e f f i c i e n t  in  te rm s o f  ex am in a tio n  

te c h n iq u e s ."  T h is  p rob lem  u s u a l ly  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  in  a  demand f o r  an 

e d u c a t io n a l ly  im p o r ta n t item  to  be in c lu d e d  i n  an ex am in a tio n  d e s p i t e  i t s  

d e f i c i e n c i e s  from  an asse ssm en t p o in t  o f  v iew . However, in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  

re a d in g ,  th e  dilemma i s  r e v e r s e d !  T here i s  a good ca se  f o r  in c lu d in g  

re a d in g  a lo u d  from  an a sse ssm en t p o in t  o f  v iew . F i r s t ,  i t  may s e rv e  as a 

f ix e d ,  s ta n d a r d iz in g  e lem en t in  an ex am in a tio n  w here so  much e l s e  i s  

in c a p a b le  o f  s ta n d a r d i z a t io n .  S eco n d ly , s in c e  i t  i s  n o t a p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t ,  i t  i s  n o t s u b je c t  to  th e  w eaknesses w hich a f f l i c t  t h a t  

ty p e  o f  t e s t .  F u rth e rm o re , i t  r e l e a s e s  th e  exam iner to  dev o te  a l l  h i s  

a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a s s e s sm e n t. However, from  an e d u c a t io n a l  p o in t  o f  v iew , 

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  defen d  b eca u se  i t  i s  a  h ig h ly  s p e c ia l i z e d  and l a r g e ly  

s u p e rf lu o u s  o r a l  s k i l l .  A lthough a  good re a d in g  can in d i c a te  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

and s e n s i t i v i t y  to w ards l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  i s  d o u b tfu l  w h e th e r t h i s  i s  an o r a l  

s k i l l  in  i t s  own r i g h t .



272

10 . THE TALK 

1 0 :1  INTRODUCTION

W hile re a d in g  a lo u d  i s  a  t e s t  o f  " o r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n " ,  th e  t a l k  i s  

a  t e s t  o f  " o r a l  co m p o sitio n "  in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  m ust c o n s t r u c t  lan g u ag e  

in  o rd e r  t o  convey m eaning . A no ther d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  i t s  im p o rtan ce  

seems to  have become e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  r a t h e r  th a n  in  th e  

ex am in a tio n  room w hereas r e a d in g  t e s t s  w ere u sed  i n i t i a l l y  in  te a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  e x a m in a tio n s . A r t i c l e s  in  jo u r n a l s  such  as th e  Use o f  E n g lish  

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  t a l k  had  become e s ta b l i s h e d  as a u s e f u l  c la ss ro o m  

a c t i v i t y  by  th e  1950 ’s * . In d e e d , E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) 

d e s c r ib e d  th e  t a l k  as a " w e ll  t r i e d "  and " . . .  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  

c la ssro o m " ( p .9 ) .  I t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  a  m ethod w hich had  p roved  

to  be  v a lu a b le  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  sh o u ld  f i l t e r  th ro u g h  in t o  e x a m in a tio n s . 

However, i t  was n o t ta k e n  o v er w h o le s a le  by p u b lic  e x am in a tio n s  as was 

r e a d in g  a lo u d . Of th e  tw e lv e  ex am in a tio n s  in  o p e ra t io n  p r i o r  t o  1965 

in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  su rv ey  (se e  f o o tn o te ,  p . 2 5 8 ), seven  o m itte d  th e  t a l k  

( i . e .  th e  N o rth e rn  U n iv e r s i t i e s  J o in t  M a tr ic u la t io n  B oard , th e  Durham 

S choo ls  Exam ining B oard , th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A r t s ,  th e  Union o f  E d u c a tio n a l 

I n s t i t u t e s ,  th e  B rig h to n  Schoo ls E x am in a tio n , th e  M ancheste r R esearch  

P r o je c t  and London U n iv e r s i ty  S choo ls  E xam inations B oard) and f iv e  in c lu d e d  

i t  ( i . e .  th e  E n g lis h  S peak ing  B oard , th e  A ss o c ia te d  Board o f  th e  R oyal 

S choo ls  o f  M usic , th e  G u i ld h a l l  S choo l o f  M usic and Drama, th e  Tasm anian 

S chool L eav ing  C e r t i f i c a t e  and th e  E n g lish  S peak ing  B oard ’s t e s t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  u se  in  seco n d ary  modern s c h o o ls ) .  T hus, f o r  ev e ry  

ex am in a tio n  w hich in c lu d e d  th e  t a l k ,  th e r e  was a n o th e r  w hich o m itte d  i t .  

S im ila r  t r e n d s  w ere a p p a re n t in  CSE. Of th e  s ix te e n  Mode I  s y l la b u s e s  in  

o p e ra t io n  by 1968, n in e  em ployed th e  t a l k  and seven  ex c lu d ed  i t  w hereas

* S ee , f o r  exam ple, " G e ttin g  them  t a l k i n g " ,  by W. F ry  (Use o f  E n g lish  5 ( 4 ) ,  
1954) and "Speeches L esso n , S i r "  by A. H a d f ie ld  (Use o f  E n g lis h  8 ( 4 ) ,  
1 9 5 7 ).
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re a d in g  a lo u d  was o m itte d  from  o n ly  th r e e  o f  th e  e x am in a tio n s  (se e  

H itchm an, 1 9 6 8 ). T hus, a lth o u g h  th e  t a l k  was an e s t a b l i s h e d  te a c h in g  

te c h n iq u e ,  i t  made a  more l im i te d  im pact on ex am in a tio n s  th a n  d id  th e  

r e a d in g .  However, r e a d in g 's  p o p u la r i ty  as a  t e s t i n g  te c h n iq u e  does n o t 

ap p e a r t o  have r e f l e c t e d  i t s  u se  in  th e  c la ss ro o m . A lthough  r e a d in g  a lo u d  

was a  common c la ss ro o m  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  was u sed  p r im a r i ly  as a  means o f  

ap p ro ach in g  l i t e r a t u r e  r a t h e r  th a n  as an o r a l  s k i l l  in  i t s  own r i g h t .

T hus, th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  th e  te a c h in g  and th e  t e s t i n g  o f  o ra c y  may 

have b een  a  p a ra d o x ic a l  one w here t h a t  w hich was ta u g h t  m ost was exam ined 

l e s s  and t h a t  w hich was m ost w id e ly  exam ined was l e s s  w id e ly  ta u g h t .  In  

f a c t ,  by  1977, A lle n  fo u n d , " . . .  w ide d isag ree m en t abou t w hat k in d  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  b e s t  a s s e s s e d ,  w hich a re  m ost v a lu a b le  and how th e y  a re  to  

be com pared" ( p . 1 5 ) .  He d e s c r ib e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  as "co n fu sed "  and as 

m arked by " fu n d am en ta l c o n t r a d ic t io n s "  ( p . l 5 ) .

10 :2  ITS POPULARITY IN THE EAST MIDLAND REGION

The t a l k  h as  had  r a t h e r  a ch eq u ered  h i s to r y  in  th e  Mode I  s y l la b u s e s  

o f  th e  E a s t M idland R eg ion . Between 1965 and 1973, th e  o r a l  e x am in a tio n  

c o n s is te d  o f  two ite m s : re a d in g  a lo u d  and an item  d e s c r ib e d  as  " in fo rm a l

c o n v e r s a t io n " .  T h is  was r e a l l y  a  h y b r id  t e s t  d is p la y in g  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  

c o n v e rs a t io n  and th e  t a l k .  A lthough  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  w as, 

" . . .  chosen  and in t ro d u c e d  by  th e  c a n d id a te ,  who may make u se  o f  v i s u a l ,  

a i d s " ,  th e  exam iner was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  l e a d ,  " ». .  w ith  th e  

aim o f  f o s t e r in g  th e  n a t u r a l  grow th o f  c o n v e rs a t io n "  (Mode I  s y l l a b u s ,

1973, p . 7 ) .  Only in  1974 w ere th e  two item s s e p a ra te d  o u t t o  form  two 

d i s t i n c t  t e s t s  an d , betw een  1974 and 1980, th e  Mode I  e x am in a tio n  c o n s is te d  

o f  t h r e e  item s : r e a d in g ,  t a l k  and c o n v e r s a t io n .  In  1981, th e  s y l la b u s

r e v e r t e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  fo rm at and th e  t a l k  was once a g a in  subsum ed in to  

th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  e le m e n t. S in ce  th e  t a l k  has had  a r a t h e r  uneven h i s t o r y  

in  th e  E a s t M idland R eg io n , i t  was im p o rta n t t o  d is c o v e r  th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f
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th e  sam ple to w ards i t .

Once a g a in ,.  Q u estio n  23 p ro v id e d  a g u id e  t o  th e  re s p o n d e n ts ' g e n e ra l

a t t i t u d e s  ( s e e  p . 262 f o r  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n ) .

TEST MOST SATISFACTORY LEAST SATISFACTORY
ITEM ELEMENT {%) ELEMENT {%)

R eading  23 39

T a lk  20 28

D isc u s s io n  48 21

I n v a l id  R esponse 9 12

Ju d g in g  from  th e  com bined e v id en ce  o f  2 3 ( i )  and 2 3 ( i i ) ,  th e  t a l k  i s  th e  

component w hich has p rovoked  th e  l e a s t  ex trem e f e e l i n g s ,  e i t h e r  o f  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o r  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  R ead ing  a lo u d  p ro v ed  to  be th e  l e a s t  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  ite m  o v e r a l l  e l i c i t i n g  by f a r  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t i n g  f o r  th e  l e a s t  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  ite m  and o n ly  a  low s c o re  on th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  i te m . The 

d i s c u s s io n ,  on th e  o th e r  h an d , em erged as th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  ite m  o v e r a l l  

w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t i n g  on p a r t  ( i )  and th e  lo w es t s c o re  on p a r t  ( i i ) .  I f ,  

in  o v e r a l l  te rm s , th e  d is c u s s io n  had e l i c i t e d  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  and th e  r e a d in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  l e v e l  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  betw een 

th e s e  two ex trem es la y  th e  t a l k .  A d m itte d ly , th e  t a l k  was th e  ite m  w hich 

th e  s m a l le s t  number o f  re sp o n d e n ts  found m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  b u t  t h i s  d id  n o t 

a u to m a t ic a l ly  i n d i c a te  t h a t  i t  was a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  t e s t .  I t s  

low r a t i n g  on 2 3 ( i )  was n o t r e l a t e d  t o  a h ig h  r a t i n g  on 2 3 ( i i )  s u g g e s tin g  

t h a t  even i f  th e  t a l k  was n o t an e s p e c i a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  elem en t in  th e  

e x a m in a tio n , n e i th e r  was i t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  one. In d e e d , th e  

f ig u r e  o f  28%, who found i t  th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t e s t  i te m , com pared 

fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  th e  d is c u s s io n  s c o re  o f  21^ . N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  sh o u ld  n o t 

be a llo w ed  to  d is g u is e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  was a good d e a l  o f  d i s q u ie t  w ith  

t h i s  re q u ire m e n t.

1 0 :3  INTERNAL VALIDITY

J u s t  as th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  re a d in g  a lo u d  had  been  c h a l le n g e d ,  so
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to o  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  g iv in g  a t a l k  was q u e s tio n e d . I t  was f e l t  t h a t

n e i t h e r  e x e r c is e  in v o lv e d  th e  k in d  o f  o r a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  m ost p eo p le

engage in  d u r in g  t h e i r  ev eryday  l i v e s .  "U n n a tu ra l"  and " a r t i f i c i a l "  w ere

w ords w hich f e a tu r e d  tim e  and tim e  a g a in  in  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s  s u g g e s tin g

t h a t  many te a c h e r s  w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  t a s k :

. . .  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  to  " g iv e  a  t a l k "  i s  an i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  do 
som eth ing  r a t h e r  u n n a tu ra l  and a r t i f i c i a l .  To ta k e  th e  
i n i t i a t i v e  and speak  a t  le n g th  w ith o u t encouragem ent o r  "cu es"  in  
p u b lic  (even  i f  t o  an au d ien ce  o f  one) i s  n o t som eth ing  th a ,t one 
i s  n o rm a lly  c a l l e d  upon to  do , even in  a d u l t  l i f e ,  (Q I56 )

I  f e e l  t h a t  any fo rm a l " t a l k "  component p r e s e n ts  s tu d e n ts  w ith  an 
a r t i f i c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  few w i l l  e n c o u n te r  p o s t - s c h o o l ,  (Q195)

The t a l k  i s  v e ry  a r t i f i c i a l ,  t e s t i n g  s k i l l s  w hich a re  l a r g e ly  
i r r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  p u p i l 's  o r a l  com petence a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  (Q338)

The d is c u s s io n  can show a l l  t h a t  th e  exam iner r e a l l y  needs t o  
a s s e s s  th e  c a n d id a te 's  o r a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  g iv e n  t h a t  m ost p e o p le  
do n o t have to  "g iv e  t a l k s "  in  t h e i r  g e n e ra l  l i f e s t y l e s ,  (Q217)

The re s p o n d e n ts  f e l t  t h a t  b o th  th e  t a l k  and th e  re a d in g  p la c e d  c a n d id a te s  

in  a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich made demands w hich were d iv o rc e d  from  th o s e  o f  r e a l -

l i f e  o r a l  com m unication . T hus, th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  two o u t o f  th e

th r e e  item s  w hich c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y  was q u e s tio n e d . T h is  

su g g e s te d  t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e  overw helm ing m a jo r i ty  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere 

com m itted  t o  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  o r a l  ex am in ing , many w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  

th e  form  w hich i t  to o k . C o n v e rsa tio n  was re g a rd e d  as  th e  most v a l id  mode o f  

a sse ssm en t b eca u se  i t :  " . . .  c o n ta in s  th e  m ost n a t u r a l ,  th e  most f re q u e n t

and th e  most w id esp read  o c c u rre n c e s  o f  spoken language . A ll humans in d u lg e  

in  c o n v e r s a t io n " ,  w hereas a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  re a d in g  a lo u d  and g iv in g  a  t a l k  

a r e ,  " . . .  s p e c ia l iz e d  . . .  Not everyone engages in  them , o r  needs to

to g e th e r  ( th e y )  w ould form  a  v e ry  sm a ll p a r t  o f  th e  sum t o t a l  o f  in s ta n c e s

o f  th e  u se  o f  spoken lan g u ag e  w hich o ccu r in  th e  w orld" (A bercrom bie, 1964, 

p . l l ) .

A lthough  th e  ch arg e  o f  u n n a tu ra ln e s s  can n o t be d e n ie d , th e  t a l k  can be 

defended  on th e  g rounds t h a t  i t  i s  a form  o f  o r a l  co m p o sitio n . S in ce  th e  

v a lu e  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  u n iv e r s a l ly  re c o g n is e d ,  i t  fo llo w s  t h a t  th e  t a l k .
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as  an a l t e r n a t i v e  form  o f  o r a l  c o m p o s itio n , a l s o  e x e r c is e s  im p o rta n t o r a l  

s k i l l s .  T hus, a l th o u g h  th e  form  w hich th e  t e s t  ta k e s  may be re g a rd e d  as  

a r t i f i c i a l ,  i t  i s  n e v e r th e le s s  a u s e f u l  d e v ic e  f o r  t e s t i n g  s k i l l s  w hich 

th e  c a n d id a te  w i l l  r e q u i r e  th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e  an d , a lth o u g h  he may n ev e r 

u se  them  in  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  form  a g a in ,  he w i l l  u n d o u b ted ly  need  th e  s k i l l s  

w hich o r a l  co m p o sitio n  e n t a i l s .  Thus, th e  t a l k  may be j u s t i f i e d  a s  a means 

to  t h i s  end.

I t  m ust a l s o  be acknow ledged t h a t  th e  t a l k  has  c e r t a i n  ad v a n ta g e s

o v er c o n v e rs a t io n  b eca u se  i t  i s  a  " p u re r"  form  o f  o r a l  c o m p o sitio n  th a n

th e  c o n v e r s a t io n .  In  th e  t a l k ,  th e  sp eech  i s  "one-w ay", r e ly in g

e x c lu s iv e ly  on th e  c a n d id a te ’ s com petence w hereas in  any form  o f  p e r s o n a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t ,  th e  c a n d id a te ’ s perfo rm an ce  may be in f lu e n c e d  by th e

ex am in e r’ s c o n t r ib u t io n .  H is perfo rm an ce  may be enhanced o r  m arred  by th e

ex am in e r’ s c o n d u c t; e i t h e r  way, i t  i s  n o t h i s  p u re ,  u n a d u l te r a te d  o r a l

com petence w hich i s  b e in g  m easured . T hus, th e  in t e r p la y  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s

betw een a s s e s s o r  and a s s e s s e d  i s  a  so u rce  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  a p e r s o n a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t  and a t e s t i n g  te c h n iq u e  w hich i s  n o t open to  t h i s  k in d  o f

p e r s o n a l  in f lu e n c e  has some im p o rta n t a d v a n ta g e s  o f  i t s  own:

The t a l k  i s  th e  c a n d id a te ’ s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and l e s s  s u b je c t  to  
o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e s .  (Q209)

The t a l k  t e s t s  th e  a b i l i t y  to  t a l k  f r e e l y  and a t  le n g th ;  and 
p la c e s  th e  onus f a i r l y  on th e  c a n d id a te  to  p e rfo rm  w e ll  r a t h e r  
th a n  r e ly in g  upon th e  t e a c h e r ’ s a b i l i t y  to  s u s t a in  th e  
ex a m in a tio n . ( q405)

Thus, th e  t a l k  i s  a  b e t t e r  t e s t  o f  th e  c a n d id a te ’ s a b i l i t y  to  m a in ta in  a

c o h e re n t flo w  o f  sp eech . There i s  an  a d d i t io n a l  ad v an tag e  i m p l i c i t  in

t h i s :  th e  ex am in er, f r e e d  from  th e  need  t o  a d m in is te r  th e  t e s t ,  can

c o n c e n tra te  on a s se s sm e n t. A lthough from  an e d u c a t io n a l  p o in t  o f  v iew  th e

t a l k  i s  som etim es re g a rd e d  as invaJLid, i t  c l e a r l y  has some ad v an tag es  from

an asse ssm en t p o in t  o f  v iew .

C o n v e rsa tio n  h as  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e n g th s  and w eak n esses . I t  d e m o n s tra te s
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a d d i t io n a l  s k i l l s  w hich d e r iv e  from  th e  " g iv e  and ta k e "  o f  d ia lo g u e :

. . .  as in  a b o x in g  m a tch , he h a s  t o  im p ro v ise  on th e  sp u r  o f  
th e  moment. No p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  p o s i t i o n  i s  p o s s ib le  -  he has 
t o  ta k e  w hat comes and make th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

(H itchm an, 1966 , p . 66)

In  a  t a l k ,  th e  c a n d id a te ’s sp eech  may be w e l l - r e h e a r s e d  w hereas a

c o n v e r s a t io n a l  exchange i s  sp o n tan eo u s and r e v e a ls  how w e l l  a  c a n d id a te  can

use  lan g u ag e  on th e  sp u r  o f  th e  moment. A lthough  th e r e  w i l l  be o c c a s io n s

in  l i f e  when he may v o ic e  a  p re p a re d  p o in t  o f  v ie w , th e  o c c a s io n s  on w hich

he w i l l  need  to  im p ro v ise  w i l l  be i n f i n i t e .

S in ce  two o u t o f  th e  t h r e e  item s in  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y  w ere f e l t

t o  be  a r t i f i c i a l  e x e r c is e s  d iv o rc e d  from  th e  needs o f  r e a l  l i f e

com m unica tion , i t  seems a p p ro p r ia te  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t o  c o n s id e r  i te m  1 7 (v)

w hich de suit w ith  t h i s  i s s u e .  I t  s t a t e d :

A fo rm a l e x am in a tio n  o f  o r a l  a b i l i t y  makes th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich 
th e  c a n d id a te  h as  t o  p e rfo rm  u n r e a l  and a r t i f i c i a l .

R espondents w ere asked  t o  in d i c a te  t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  ag reem en t/ d i s agreem ent 

w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t .*

By f a r  th e  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry ,  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  45% o f  th e  sam p le , 

c o n s is te d  o f  th o s e  who ag re e d  t h a t  a  fo rm al ex am in a tio n  i s ,  by i t s  v e ry  

n a t u r e ,  a r t i f i c i a l .  A f u r t h e r  8% s t r o n g ly  ag reed  w hich m eant t h a t  th e rp  was 

w id e sp re a d  agreem ent t h a t  a r t i f i c i a l i t y  i s  an i n e v i t a b l e  consequence o f  a  

fo rm al a s s e s sm e n t. However, a s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple (17%) 

w ere u n c e r ta in  ab o u t t h i s  i s s u e  and o v er a  q u a r te r  (29%) d is a g re e d .  N ever

th e l e s s  , t h i s  m ust be b a la n c e d  a g a in s t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o v e r h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple 

(53%) ag re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t .  T here was w id esp read  agreem ent am ongst th e  

sam ple t h a t  a r t i f i c i a l i t y  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  fo rm al exam in ing .

10 :4  PUBLIC OR PRIVATE ASSESSMENT?

A lthough  Q u es tio n  19 d e m o n stra te d  th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  o n e - to -o n e

* Strongly Agree (8%), Agree (45%), Uncertain (l7%). Disagree (27%),
Strongly Disagree (2^), Invalid Response (l%).
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e x am in a tio n  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion (se e  p . 256 ) ,  i t  became

e s ta b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e  in  many re g io n s  to  c a r ry  o u t th e  t a l k  b e fo re  a p e e r

group a u d ie n c e . In  1968 , a  t o t a l  o f  n in e  Mode I  s y l la b u s e s  in c lu d e d  th e

t a l k  and e ig h t  o f  them  r e q u ir e d  t h a t  th e  sp e a k e r  sh o u ld  be  p ro v id e d  w ith

an a u d ie n c e . In d e e d , f iv e  a re a s  encou rag ed  th e  au d ien ce  t o  q u e s tio n  th e

sp e a k e r  as th e y  w ould do in  th e  c la ss ro o m . The im p o rtan ce  o f  p ro v id in g  a

group  o f  l i s t e n e r s  was en d o rsed  by Hitchm an ( 1966 ) who drew a d i s t i n c t i o n

betw een  a  " p u b lic "  and a  " p r iv a te "  t e s t  a rg u in g  t h a t  some p ro c e d u re s  a re

i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  th e  p u b l ic  mode w h ile  o th e rs  a re  b e s t  t r e a t e d  p r i v a t e l y :

. . .  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  b e s t  f i t t e d  to  th e  " p r iv a t e "  ty p e  o f  t e s t ,  
th e  g iv in g  o f  a  t a l k  t o  th e  " p u b lic "  ty p e  and p ro se  re a d in g  and 
p o e try  sp e a k in g  a re  s u i t e d  to  e i t h e r .  ( p .6l )

C le a r ly ,  th e  t a l k  was re g a rd e d  as an e s s e n t i a l l y  p u b lic  a c t i v i t y  in  w hich

th e  a u d ien ce  was an im p o rta n t com ponent.

In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  when EMREB in tro d u c e d  th e  t a l k  as a  s e p a ra te  ite m  in

1 974 , i t  gave te a c h e r s  th e  ch o ice  o f  w h eth er to  conduct i t  p u b l ic ly  o r

p r i v a t e l y .  The o n ly  s t i p u l a t i o n  was t h a t :  " A ll c h i ld r e n  p re s e n te d  f o r  th e

ex am in a tio n  in  any one s c h o o l m ust be t e s t e d  in  th e  same s i t u a t i o n  ( i . e .

e i t h e r  a l l  w ith  o r  a l l  w ith o u t a  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a u d ie n c e )" (Mode I  s y l l a b u s ,

1 974 , p . 1 0 ) .  G iven t h i s  c h o ic e ,  te a c h e r s  in  th e  E a s t M idland  R egion te n d e d

to  fa v o u r  th e  p r iv a t e  mode o f  t e s t i n g .  In d e e d , many w ere s t r o n g ly  opposed

to  th e  p u b lic  mode o f  a sse ssm en t r e g a rd in g  i t  as inhumane and in a p p r o p r ia te .

I  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e  "o n e - to -o n e "  b a s i s  i s  th e  l e a s t  
h a rro w in g . (Q2 0 7 )

C h ild re n  show much concern  a t  th e  p ro s p e c t  o f  h a v in g  to  ta k e  an 
o r a l  e x am in a tio n  b e fo re  anyone b u t t h e i r  te a c h e r :  t h e i r  f e a r s

, m ust be a l la y e d :  . p r iv a c y  i s  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  day . (Q132)

Conduct on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  seems to  me to  be th e  o n ly  " f a i r "  
m ethod. (Q585 )

I n d iv id u a ls  a re  b e t t e r  exam ined away from  t h e i r  p e e r  g ro u p . (QOO8 ) 

I  f in d  t h a t  th e  p u p i l s  th e m se lv es  p r e f e r  t h i s .  (QO36 )
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. , .  th e  im p o r ta n t th in g  w ith  th e  o r a l  t e s t  i s  t o  do i t  on a
o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s .  I  do n o t l i k e  th e  id e a  o f  exam ining  any
p u p i l  w ith  an au d ien ce  o f  h i s  p e e r s .  I  d o n 't  th in k  I  co u ld  
b r in g  th e  b e s t  o u t o f  a  p u p i l  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  (IO 5 )

C le a r ly ,  th e  p u b l ic  mode o f  exam in ing  adds a  new d im ension  t o  th e

p e r s o n a l i ty  p rob lem  in  o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t. The re sp o n d e n ts  a rg u ed  t h a t  th e

p u b l ic  c o n te x t may p ro v id e  a n o th e r  v a r i a b le  a f f e c t in g  p erfo rm ance  :

The p r o v is io n  o f  an au d ien ce  from  th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e e r  g roup i s  
l i k e l y  to  make a l l  b u t  th e  m ost c o n f id e n t e x tre m e ly  n e rv o u s , 
depend ing  -  as th e y  do -  on th e  a p p ro v a l o f  t h a t  p e e r  g ro u p .

(Q3k8)

O n e-to -o n e  o r a l  t e s t s  a re  b e t t e r  f o r  th e  shy c h i ld .  The w e l l -  
a d ju s te d  c h i ld  a l s o  b e n e f i t s  as th e y  can be e a s i l y  p u t o f f  by 
in t e r r u p t io n s  and rem arks from  t h e i r  p e e r s .  (Q59T)

At my sc h o o l we have t r i e d  exam in ing  p u p i l s  w ith  a  p e e r  group  
a u d ie n c e , w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  some ( g i r l s  e s p e c i a l l y )  s im p ly  
r e f u s e d  p o in t  b la n k  to  "p e rfo rm " . (QI56 )

I  have found t h a t  many o f  th e  l e s s  fo rth co m in g  in  c l a s s  "open up" 
on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s .  (Q58t )

Q3^6 a l s o  made th e  p o in t  t h a t  th e  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n , " . . .  i s  th e  o n ly

o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  c o n ta c t  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  betw een th e  tw o " . T hroughout

th e  c o u r s e ,  a  t e a c h e r 's  c o n ta c t  w ith  h i s  p u p i l s  i s  l a r g e ly  c la s s - b a s e d

making th e  e x am in a tio n  a  v a lu a b le  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  o n e - to -o n e  c o n ta c t .

In d e e d , re sp o n d e n ts  e x p re s se d  s u r p r i s e  a t  th e  new s id e s  to  th e m se lv e s  w hich

c a n d id a te s  som etim es r e v e a le d  in  a  o n e -to -o n e  s i t u a t i o n .

I t  i s  n o t o n ly  th e  c a n d id a te 's  a t t i t u d e  to w ards h i s  au d ien ce  w hich may

a f f e c t  th e  p e rfo rm a n ce ; th e  au d ien ce  i t s e l f  p ro v id e s  a n o th e r  co n found ing

v a r ia b le  :

I  presum ed t h a t  th e  p e e r  group w ould be " f r ie n d ly " ,w h e re a s  a 
number o f  them  . . .  te n d  t o  be " a n t i "  a n y th in g  s c h o o l-b a s e d  and 
th e r e f o r e  n o t a t  a l l  u s e f u l  as an a u d ie n c e . (Q5^6)

The in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  au d ien ce  was a l s o  h ig h l ig h te d  by E x am inations B u l l e t i n

11 (1966 ) :

. . .  th e  r e l a t i v e  su c c e ss  o f  an in d iv id u a l  was in c re a s e d  by  th e  
p re se n c e  o f  an a c t i v e ,  c o -o p e ra t in g  au d ien ce  . . .  p erfo rm ance  
ap p ea red  to  im prove s i g n i f i c a n t l y  when th e  au d ien ce  was s m a l l is h  
and g e n u in e ly  sy m p a th e tic  and c h e e r f u l .  ( p . l l )

A lthough  th e  p re se n c e  o f  an au d ien ce  i s  in te n d e d  to  enhance p erfo rm ance  by
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m aking th e  s i t u a t i o n  more r e a l i s t i c ,  e x p e r ie n c e  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  

l i s t e n e r s  may have an ad v e rse  e f f e c t  e i t h e r  b eca u se  o f  t h e i r  own la c k  o f  

c o -o p e ra t io n  o r  b eca u se  o f  th e  c a n d id a te 's  a n x ie ty  in  f a c in g  them . There 

was a  g e n e ra l  consensus o f  o p in io n  amongst th e  re sp o n d e n ts  t h a t  th e  on e- 

to -o n e  t e s t  was th e  f a i r e s t  m ethod o f  exam ining  and t h a t  an au d ien ce  was 

more l i k e l y  t o  underm ine th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  t e s t  th a n  enhance i t .

T h is  q u a l i t a t i v e  d a ta  was su p p o r te d  by th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  ev id en ce  o f  

Q u es tio n  19 . The re s p o n se s  a re  in d ic a te d  in  b r a c k e ts  a f t e r  each  o p tio n :

Which o f  th e s e  m ethods o f  exam ining  o r a l  perfo rm ance  do you p r e f e r ?

( i )  An o r a l  ex am in a tio n  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  betw een
th e  te a c h e r /e x a m in e r  and th e  c a n d id a te  (kl%)

( i i )  The group  d is c u s s io n  m ethod w hereby c a n d id a te s
a re  a s s e s s e d  on t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a (3%)
d is c u s s io n

( i i i )  A co m b in a tio n  o f  th e  group d is c u s s io n  method and
th e  in d iv id u a l  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  w ith  th e  t e a c h e r /  (l9%)
exam iner

( iv )  An ex a m in a tio n  in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  perfo rm s
in d iv id u a l ly  b u t  an au d ien ce  i s  p ro v id e d  from  ( 5^)
th e  c a n d id a te 's  p e e r  group

(v) The s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  each  m ethod depends l a r g e ly  on
th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  p u p i l s  (2J%)

( I n v a l id  re sp o n s e  (5%)) *

Those who fa v o u re d  th e  o n e - to -o n e  ex am in a tio n  {hl%) form ed by  f a r  th e  

l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry .  T h is c o n t r a s te d  s h a rp ly  w ith  th e  t i n y  g roup {3%) who, 

a lth o u g h  p r e f e r r in g  th e  c a n d id a te  to  p erfo rm  in d i v id u a l ly ,  th o u g h t t h a t  an 

au d ien ce  sh o u ld  be p ro v id e d . I t  was a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  th o s e  who 

f e l t  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  was more im p o rta n t th a n  m ethod o f  a ssessm en t (27%) 

form ed th e  second  l a r g e s t  c a te g o ry . T h is q u e s tio n  u n d e r l in e d  th e  

d is a p p ro v a l  o f  p e e r  group  au d ien ces  and th e  im p o rtan ce  a t t r i b u t e d  to  

p e r s o n a l i ty  as a  f a c t o r  in  o r a l  a s se s sm e n t.

A m in o r i ty  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  d id  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  t a l k  was an a r t i f i c i a l  

e x e r c is e  w ith o u t an a u d ie n c e :

* For a g e n e ra l  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e s e  r e s u l t s ,  see  p .256.
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The t a l k  o f te n  seems a r t i f i c i a l  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s .  (Q223)

In  a  o n e - to -o n e  s i t u a t i o n  a  t a l k  can be an a r t i f i c i a l  and 
p a in f u l  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  b o th  exam iner and c a n d id a te .  (Q5T1)

One sh o u ld  have t o  g iv e  th e  t a l k  t o  o n e ’s p e e rs  . . .  I t ’ s
r id i c u lo u s  t o  g iv e  a  t a l k  to  one o th e r  p e rso n  s i t t i n g  th e r e
so lem n ly . I t ’ s a  t o t a l l y  u n r e a l  s i t u a t i o n .  (112)

An e x am in a tio n  c a r r i e d  o u t w ith  p e e rs  i s  a  f a r  more s u p p o r tiv e  
s i t u a t i o n  th a n  " i s o l a t i o n "  w ith  t e a c h e r s .  (Q333)

However, th e  te a c h e r s  who sh a re d  t h i s  view  r e p r e s e n te d  o n ly  a sm a ll

m in o r i ty  o f  th o s e  who commented on t h i s  i s s u e .

The q u e s tio n  o f  w h e th e r t o  exam ine th e  t a l k  w ith  o r  w ith o u t an 

a u d ie n c e  r a i s e s  a  prob lem  w hich i s  c e n t r a l  to  E n g lis h : th e r e  i s

f r e q u e n t ly  a m ism atch betw een  t h a t  w hich i s  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d e s i r a b le  and 

t h a t  w hich may be  exam ined e f f e c t i v e l y .  As 102 p u t i t :  " I  d o n ’t  th in k

t h a t  in  E n g lis h  te a c h in g  a l l  t h a t  i t ’s d e s i r a b l e  t o  do i s  p o s s ib le  to  

exam ine". A lthough  th e  a u d ien ce  may be a v i t a l  component o f  th e  t a l k  in  a 

c la ss ro o m  s i t u a t i o n ,  in  an e x a m in a tio n , w here th e  prim e co n ce rn  i s  an 

a c c u ra te  a s s e s sm e n t, an a u d ien ce  r e p r e s e n ts  a n o th e r  co n found ing  v a r ia b le  

in  a  medium a l re a d y  f r a u g h t  w ith  p ro b le m s .

10:5 THE NATURE OF THE TASK

In  1977, A lle n  d e s c r ib e d  th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  o r a l  exam in ing  as

"co n fu sed "  a rg u in g  t h a t ,  " . . .  fun d am en ta l c o n t r a d ic t io n s  in  th e  id e a  o f

o r a l  a sse ssm en t have l a i n  u n re so lv e d  from  th e  s t a r t "  ( p . l 5 ) .  The t a l k

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  b eca u se  th e r e  i s  a fun d am en ta l c o n t r a d ic t io n  betw een th e

e s s e n t i a l  n a tu re  o f  th e  p re p a re d  t a l k  and th e  way in  w hich some ex am in a tio n s

b o a rd s  a tte m p t to  u se  i t .  The c o n fu s io n  c e n t r e s  on a d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een

c o n v e rs a t io n  and spoken p ro s e .  In  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "C o n v e rsa tio n  and

Spoken P ro s e " ,  A bercrom bie (196U) e x p lo re d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e s e

two sp eech  m odes, o b se rv in g  t h a t  :

Most p e o p le  b e l ie v e  t h a t  spoken p ro s e ,  as I  w ould  l i k e  to  c a l l  w hat 
we n o rm a lly  h e a r  on th e  s ta g e  o r  s c r e e n ,  i s  a t  l e a s t  n o t f a r  
rem oved, when w e ll  done, from  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  o f  r e a l  l i f e  
spoken p ro se  i s  f a r  more d i f f e r e n t  from  c o n v e rs a t io n  th a n  i s
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u s u a l ly  r e a l i z e d  . . .  th e  w hole s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  
d i f f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  p ro se  . . .  I t  comes as q u i te  a s u r p r i s e  
t o  f in d  how d i f f e r e n t  i t  i s .  ( p . 13)

T h is  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  th e  t a l k .  I t  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t io n :  i s

th e  t a l k  more a k in  t o  spoken p ro s e  o r  to  c o n v e rs a t io n ?  C le a r ly ,  th e

p re p a re d  t a l k  h as  an obv ious a f f i n i t y  w ith  spoken p ro s e .  The v e ry  n a tu re

o f  th e  t a s k  ( i . e .  p re p a re d )  en co u rag es  an u n sp o n taneous and we11- re h e a rs e d

p e rfo rm a n ce . Whereas a c o n v e r s a t io n a l  exchange i s  u n re h e a rse d  and

u n p r e d ic ta b le ,  th e  su c c e ss  o f  a  t a l k  i s  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  d e g re e  o f

p r e p a r a t io n  w hich h as  b een  g iv e n  to  i t .  A d m itte d ly , sp e a k e rs  o c c a s io n a l ly

a tte m p t a  " sp o n tan eo u s"  p r e s e n ta t io n  b u t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a  p re p a re d

t a l k  t o  c a p tu re  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a tu r e s  o f  a  g e n u in e ly  u n re h e a rse d

u t t e r a n c e  and even more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  in e x p e r ie n c e d  speech-m akers to

d is p la y  t h i s  s k i l l .  Problem s a r i s e  b e c a u se  many exam ining  a u t h o r i t i e s

u s in g  th e  t a l k  hope i t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a c o n v e r s a t io n a l  mode o f  sp e e c h .

F or i n s t a n c e ,  EMREB’s Mode I  s y l la b u s  f o r  19T^~1980 s t a t e d  t h a t :  "N otes

ought n o t t o  be  n e c e s s a ry ,  th ough  b r i e f  h ead in g s  may be  g la n c e d  a t"

(Mode I  S y l la b u s ,  197^, p . l l ) .  T h is r e g u la t io n  was c l e a r ly  aimed a t

f o s t e r in g  c o n v e rs a t io n  r a t h e r  th a n  spoken p ro se  and th e  c o n fu s io n  was ta k e n

a s ta g e  f u r t h e r  by  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m erging  t a l k  and d is c u s s io n  in  an

a c t i v i t y  e n t i t l e d  " in fo rm a l c o n v e rs a t io n "  w hich was r e a l l y  a  h y b r id  t e s t

d is p la y in g  f e a tu r e s  o f  b o th  (se e  p . 2 7 3 ). A s im i la r  c o n fu s io n  was a p p a re n t

in  E xam ination  B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) .  I t  w arned t h a t  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  " to  g iv e

a t a l k "  m igh t le a d  t o  a v e ry  fo rm al mode o f  sp eech :

There seemed to  be  a dan g er t h a t  in e v i t a b l e  o v e r - p r e p a r a t io n  and 
p la g ia r is m  w ould le a d  to  a s t i l t e d  a f f a i r  w ith o u t c o n n e c tio n  w ith  
th e  needs o f  norm al com m unication. (p p .9- 1 0 )

C le a r ly ,  i t  was in te n d e d  t h a t  th e  t a l k  sh o u ld  e l i c i t  "norm al com m unication"

b u t t h i s  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t io n :  i s  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a t a l k  a norm al mode

o f  com m unication by m ost p e o p le ’ s s ta n d a rd s ?  Having s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  t a l k

i s  in te n d e d  to  m e e t, " th e  needs o f  norm al com m unication". E xam inations
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B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) q u o ted  th e  fo llo w in g  comment by  a  c a n d id a te :

Of c o u r s e ,  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  t a l k i n g  a re  v e ry  u n n a t u r a l , 
th e y  a r e n ' t  o rd in a ry .  ( p . l l )

The r e a l  c ru x  o f  t h i s  prob lem  was i d e n t i f i e d  by Q32U when he

o b se rv ed  t h a t  :

The t a l k  p r e s e n ts  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t a lk in g  betw een fo rm a l and 
in fo rm a l sp eech  i . e .  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  "spoken" and 
" c o n v e r s a t io n a l"  E n g lish  i s  b lu r r e d  h e r e .

The ty p e  o f  p roblem s w hich t h i s  " b lu r r in g "  r a i s e s  w ere o u t l in e d  by

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ):

The u se  o f  n o te s  m ust be p e r m i t te d ,  b u t  i t  r a i s e s  th e  m ost 
s e r io u s  o b je c t io n s  to  th e  m ethod, f o r  i t  m igh t be d i f f i c u l t  to  
d e c id e  e x a c t ly  a t  w hat p o in t  a t a l k  i s  b e in g  re a d  a lo u d  from  
p re p a re d  n o te s ,  as opposed to  a  c a r e f u l  and n e c e s s a ry  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  w r i t t e n  m a te r i a l .  N otes co p ie d  more o r  l e s s  d i r e c t l y  from  
e n c y c lo p a e d ia s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be d e l iv e r e d  to n e l e s s ly  and 
b o r in g ly ,  y e t  th e y  a re  s u re  to  be t i d y  and a c c u r a te .  I f  th e y  
have been  le a rn e d  by h e a r t , th e n  a  good d e a l  o f  e f f o r t  and 
r e t e n t io n  m ust be g iv e n  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  c r e d i t  -  b u t th e  d is p la y  
w i l l  be a  fo rc e d  p ro d u c t o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n , and n o t a 
d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  o r a l  a t ta in m e n t .  ( p .1 0 )

They a l s o  e n c o u n te re d  th e  ty p e  o f  t a l k  w hich e n t a i l e d ,  " . . .  a  v e ry

th o ro u g h ly  p re p a re d  and s o p h i s t i c a te d  p ie c e  o f  work w hich y e t  le a n e d  so

h e a v i ly  on v i s u a l  a id s  t h a t  th e  sp e a k e r  was a b le  t o  add v e ry  l i t t l e  to  h i s

e x h ib i t io n "  ( p . 1 0 ) . The dilemma i s  t h a t  a  w e ll -p r e p a re d  and th o ro u g h  t a l k

en co u rag es  r e l i a n c e  on w r i t t e n  n o te s  and v i s u a l  a id s .  However, i f  th e  aim

o f  th e  t e s t  i s  t o  e l i c i t  th e  c a n d id a te 's  o r a l  com petence, th e n  re a d in g  from

n o te s ,  r e l i a n c e  on v i s u a l  a id s  and th e  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  m em orized m a te r i a l  may

underm ine th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  t e s t .

The i s s u e  o f  w hich mode o f  speech  i s  m ost a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e  t a l k  i s

ch arg ed  w ith  c o n fu s io n . Exam iners a re  f r e q u e n t ly  lo o k in g  f o r  n a tu r a ln e s s

and s p o n ta n e i ty  and u se  th e  t a l k  to  e l i c i t  a  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  use o f  la n g u a g e .

A lthough a s k i l l e d  speech-m aker may c r e a te  an im p re ss io n  o f  u n re h e a rse d

u t t e r a n c e ,  t h i s  s u b t le  s k i l l  may be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  c a n d id a te s  to  d is p la y .

T hus, th e r e  i s  a  d is c re p a n c y  betw een th e  i n t r i n s i c  n a tu re  o f  th e  t e s t  and

th e  way in  w hich some ex am in a tio n s  a tte m p t to  use  i t .
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10:6 THE EFFECTS OF THIS PROCEDURE ON CANDIDATES

N ervousness and ap p re h e n s io n  w ere n o te d  more f r e q u e n t ly  in

c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  t a l k  th a n  w ith  any o th e r  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re :

. . .  p u p i ls  who hope to  do w e ll  f in d  th e  t a l k  m ost w o rry in g . (Q llU )

The t a l k  i n h i b i t s  a  r e la x e d  a tm o sp h ere . (Q20T)

The t a l k s  seem to  me to  be  v e ry  s t i l t e d .  The k id s  . . .  d o n ’t  
e x p re s s  t h e i r  id e a s  as w e l l  as th e y  w ould i f  th e y  w ere more
re la x e d  and w ere g iv e n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  t a l k  ab o u t som eth ing
th e y  knew abou t in  c o n v e r s a t io n .  (I1 2 )

I  f e e l  t h a t  a  sh y , nervous p u p i l  i s  a t  a  bad  d is a d v a n ta g e  in  
th e  O ra l p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  th e  t a l k  w hich h as  t o  be  s u s ta in e d  
u n a id e d . (Q4i 6)

T his was co n firm ed  by  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) w h ere , " A ll  th r e e  

m arkers  n o te d  v e ry  e x te n s iv e  n e rv o u sn e ss"  ( p . l l )  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s

m ethod. Why i s  i t  t h a t  th e  t a l k  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i a b l e  t o  cau se

a n x ie ty ?

When th e  t a l k  i s  com pared w ith  o th e r  item s  in  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y ,  

t h i s  i s  e a sy  to  u n d e rs ta n d . In  th e  re a d in g  t e s t ,  th e  p a ssag e  a c t s  as a 

"p rop" t o  th e  c a n d id a te  and he i s  n o t dependen t on h i s  own a b i l i t y  to  

s u s t a in  th e  flow  o f  sp eech . S im i la r ly  in  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  th e  c a n d id a te  

ta k e s  p a r t  in  an exchange in  w hich th e  ex am in e r’ s cues and c o n t r ib u t io n s  

s u p p o r t him . T hus, a  c o n v e rs a t io n  and a re a d in g  may ap p ea r l e s s  in t im i d a t 

in g  th a n  a t a l k  in  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  r e l i e s  e n t i r e l y  on h i s  own c a p a c i ty  

to  s u s t a in  th e  flow  o f  sp eech . M oreover, th e r e  i s  no o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  

exam iner to  r e l a x  th e  c a n d id a te  in  a  t a l k  w hereas in  a  c o n v e rs a t io n  th e  

exam iner may u se  v a r io u s  t a c t i c s  t o  p u t th e  c a n d id a te  a t  h i s  e a s e ;  in d e e d , 

th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  has b een  n o te d  f o r  th e  r e la x e d  atm osphere  w hich i t  

p ro m o tes: " . . .  b o th  exam iner and o b s e rv e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  any i n i t i a l

n e rv o u sn ess  was soon d is c a rd e d "  (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 1 , 1966, p . lU ) .

Thus, a lth o u g h  th e  t a l k  does n o t r a i s e  th e  p roblem  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

i t  does r a i s e  th e  prob lem  o f  n e rv es  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c u te  form .

More p o s i t i v e l y ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  c a n d id a te s  may f in d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty
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t o  g iv e  a  t a l k  on a s p e c i a l i s t , i n t e r e s t  a  v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  b eca u se  i t

p la c e s  them  in  a  p o s i t i o n  w here th e y  a re  e x p e r ts  w ith  som eth ing  o f

i n t e r e s t  to  convey . T h is  may be  a  n o v e l and g r a t i f y in g  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  th e

c a n d id a te  as 105 o b se rv ed :

Amongst my g r e a t e s t  jo y s  in  te a c h in g  o v er th e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  
have been  some o f  th e  t a l k s  t h a t  w e 'v e  had  from  v e ry  o rd in a ry  
p u p i l s .  I  th in k  t h a t  th e  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  ought t o  be q u i te  a 
momentous th in g  in  a  k i d 's  l i f e  where th e y  f e e l  t h a t  th e y  a re  
an a u th o r i ty  on so m eth in g . And o f te n  th e y  a re  and i t  r e a l l y  
g iv e s  them  a chance t o  s h in e .  I t ' s  a v e ry  v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  
E n g lish  . . .  when you g e t  in t o  t h a t  k in d  o f  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  r a p p o r t  
you g e t  i s  trem en d o u s .

The p e r s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  be  d e r iv e d  from  g iv in g  a t a l k  was al.so

s t r e s s e d  by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1 9 6 6 ):

The ta p e - r e c o rd in g s  o f  t h i s  t e s t  can n o t p o s s ib ly  convey th e  
f e e l in g s  o f  e v e n tu a l  enjoym ent w hich th e  ex am in e r, o b s e rv e r  and 
c a n d id a te s  r e c e iv e d  . . .  Much to  th e  c a n d id a te s ' s u r p r i s e  th e y  
found o r a l  e x p re s s io n  a lm o st e x c i t in g  . . .  In  o u r o p in io n , th e  
ex p erim en t was s u c c e s s f u l  b ecau se  th e  c a n d id a te s  l e f t  us happy 
and i n t e r e s t e d .  Some t o l d  us t h i s ,  o th e rs  t o l d  t h e i r  te a c h e r s  
su b s e q u e n tly .  ( p . 12)

I t  was a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  c r e a te  an o r a l  co m p o sitio n  may

be p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a lu a b le  f o r  p u p i l s  in  th e  CSE a b i l i t y  ran g e  who o f te n

p erfo rm  l e s s  f l u e n t l y  in  th e  w r i t t e n  medium:

In  my e x p e r ie n c e ,  below  av erag e  s tu d e n ts  ( in  te rm s o f  t e c h n ic a l  
com petence -  s p e l l i n g ,  p u n c tu a t io n ,  p a ra g ra p h in g  e t c . )  can 
p roduce  l i v e l y ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  w e l l -p r e p a re d  t a l k s .  (Q285)

C h ild re n  o f  low a b i l i t y  o f te n  p e rfo rm  w e ll  o r a l l y .  (Q352)

I  am in v a r i a b ly  s u r p r i s e d  a t  how w e ll  ( o f te n  b e t t e r  th a n  e x p e c te d ) 
c a n d id a te s  do in  th e  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n . They som etim es r e v e a l  
s id e s  o f  th e m se lv e s  p r e v io u s ly  h id d e n . (Q 02l)

However, i t  m ust be acknow ledged t h a t  some c a n d id a te s  make l i t t l e

e f f o r t  to  p re p a re  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  t a l k .  In  such  c a s e s ,  th e  t a l k  can become

an e m b a rra ss in g  and p o in t l e s s  e x e r c is e  f o r  c a n d id a te  and exam iner a l i k e .

As 112 o b se rv ed :

. . .  you do g e t some k id s  who re a d  a f o o tb a l l  m agazine th e  day 
b e fo re  and w alk  in  s a y in g  t h e y 'r e  g o ing  to  t a l k  abou t L iv e rp o o l.
To me t h a t ' s  n o t a  v e ry  v a l id  e x e r c i s e .

The t a l k  . . .  i s  o f te n  i l l - p r e p a r e d .  (Q5T0)
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O ften  c a n d id a te s  have no r e a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s u b je c t  s e le c te d  
f o r  th e  t a l k  -  chosen  f o r  co n v en ien ce . (Q528)

These f in d in g s  a re  s u p p o r te d  by  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (196 6 ):

A c o n s id e ra b le  number spoke on to p ic s  th e y  knew l i t t l e  o r  
n o th in g  a b o u t. The im p re ss io n  g iv e n  in  th e s e  c a se s  was t h a t  th e  
s u b je c t  had  b een  "mugged-up" f o r  th e  o c c a s io n , ( p .10)

C le a r ly ,  th e  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  t a l k  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  n o t o n ly  o f  o r a l

com petence b u t  a l s o  o f  th e  c a n d id a te 's  c o n s c ie n tio u s n e s s  in  p re p a r in g  and

p r a c t i s i n g  h i s  m a te r i a l  p r i o r  t o  th e  e x a m in a tio n . T hus, th e  a tte m p t to

m easure o r a l  com petence by th e  t a l k  can b e  confounded by v a r i a b le s  w hich a r e ,

s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g , e x tra n e o u s  to  o r a l  a b i l i t y .  In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e n s e ,

c o n v e r s a t io n  p ro v id e s  a  p u re r  t e s t  o f  o racy  s in c e  i t s  su c c e ss  does n o t

depend on p r e p a r a t io n  u n d e rta k e n  b e fo re  th e  t e s t .

10 :7  CHOICE OF SUBJECT MATTER

The c a n d id a te  i s  u s u a l ly  a llo w ed  a f r e e  ch o ice  o f  s u b je c t  m a tte r  in  

th e  t a l k :

I t  w ould be d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  im pose upon a f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  th e  
o b l ig a t io n  t o  t a l k  on a s u b je c t  f o r  w hich he m ust s im u la te  an 
u n f e l t  e x c ite m e n t ; w hat f a i l s  t o  in v o lv e  . . .  w i l l  be h a l t i n g l y  
and lim p ly  a r t i c u l a t e d .  ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 1 , 1966, p . 27)

T h is  means t h a t  th e  exam iner may have to  a s s e s s  t a l k s  on an e x t r a o r d in a r i l y

w ide and uneven ran g e  o f  t o p i c s , some o f  w hich w i l l  be in h e r e n t ly

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  h im , some o f  w hich w i l l  f a s c in a te  by t h e i r  n o v e l ty  and o th e rs

w hich he w i l l  r e g a rd  as - b a s ic a l ly  t r i v i a l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  For in s ta n c e ,

th e  exam iner in  E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) s in g le d  o u t two t a l k s  w hich

p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p ressed  him : one on bream  f i s h in g  and th e  o th e r  on a v i s i t

to  an a r t  e x h i b i t i o n .  A lthough he a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  th e  s p e a k e r s '

en th u s ia sm  f o r  t h e i r  t o p i c s ,  i t  h as t o  be re c o g n ise d  t h a t  th e s e  to p ic s

a p p e a l to  d i f f e r e n t  age and s o c i a l  g ro u p s . However, an exam iner may a ls o  be

p re s e n te d  w ith  a  t a l k  ta k e n  from  th e  i n s u l a r  w o rld  o f  a d o le s c e n t c u l tu r e

w here th e  lan g u ag e  i s  f u l l  o f  o b scu re  ja rg o n  and th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  seems

e s s e n t i a l l y  t r i v i a l  t o  him . T h is  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  how f a r  th e  c o n te n t
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o f  th e  t a l k  sh o u ld  in f lu e n c e  th e  a ssessm en t?  The t a l k  i s  p r im a r i ly  a

d e v ic e  f o r  m easu rin g  o r a l  s k i l l s  h u t  i t s  c o n te n t p la y s  an im p o rta n t p a r t

in  i t s  im p a c t. How easy  i s  i t  t o  s e p a r a te  o u t th e  su c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  a

t a l k  from  th e  i n t r i n s i c  w orth  o f  i t s  s u b je c t  m a tte r?  Q04S a rg u ed  t h a t :

W ith a  f r e e  c h o ic e  o f  t a l k  b e in g  a llo w ed  i t  i s  so  e a sy  f o r  th e  
c a n d id a te  to  im p ress  o r  n o t ,  by ch o o sin g  s u b je c t  m a tte r  whose 
i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t  a f f e c t s  th e  exam iner who sh o u ld  be 
c o n c e n tr a t in g  on t r e a tm e n t .

E xam inâtio n s  B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) f e l t  t h a t :

T here was l i t t l e  need  t o  in c lu d e  . . .  th e  w o rld  o f  te e n a g e  c u l t u r e ,  
w hich te n d s  m ere ly  t o  prom ote th e  u se  o f  a  p r iv a t e  a d o le s c e n t 
j a rg o n ,  and i s  in  i t s e l f  p o o r s t u f f  f o r  d is c u s s io n  . . .  when 
te e n a g e  c u l tu r e  d id  come up i t  rem ained  to o  th re a d b a re  t o  s u s t a in  
la n g u a g e . (p . l 4 )

I t  p o in te d  o u t th e  o b s ta c le  t o  c o m p a ra b il i ty  w hich t h i s  v a r i a b i l i t y  in

to p ic s  can r a i s e :

What k in d  o f  d i s c r e d i t  a t ta c h e s  to  a  t a l k  o f  a  f r iv o lo u s  and 
t i re s o m e  n a tu re ?  . . .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t o  t a l k  w i t t i l y  ab o u t empty 
s u b je c t s :  how can an exam iner d is c r im in a te  betw een  such  an
e f f o r t  and a la b o r io u s  and e l a b o r a te ly  p re p a re d  f a i l u r e ?  ( p . 1 0 )

B u l l e t i n  11 ( 1966 ) d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  in h e re n t  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  s u b je c t  m a t te r

sh o u ld  be ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e r a t io n :  "The o b je c t  i s  n o t m ere ly  t o  r e l e a s e  a

flow  o f  t a l k :  th e  im a g in a tiv e  en erg y  ought to  be d i r e c te d  to w ard s th e

an im a tio n  o f  w orthy  m a te r ia l"  ( p . 2 8 ) .  One o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ,  Q423,

su g g e s te d  t h a t  s in c e  freedom  o f  ch o ice  was a t  th e  r o o t  o f  th e  p ro b lem , t h i s

sh o u ld  be e l im in a te d :

The t a l k  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  b eca u se  o f  th e  v a r i e ty  o f  t o p i c s ;  
th e s e  sh o u ld  be l a i d  down by  th e  ex am in a tio n  b o a rd . I f  t h i s  was 
th e  c a s e ,  th e  te a c h e r  w ould be a b le  to  compare one c h i ld  w ith  
o th e rs  more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .

However, i t  seems u n l ik e ly  t h a t  t h i s  w ould s o lv e  th e  p rob lem . Both

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) and th e  re sp o n d e n ts  who to o k  p a r t  in  th e

p re s e n t  s tu d y  w arned abou t th e  q u a l i ty  o f  t a l k s  on s u b je c t s  "mugged up"

s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n . F u rth e rm o re , i f  a  b o a rd  d id  p ro v id e  s e t  t o p i c s ,

in  p r a c t i c e  th e s e  w ould need  to  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  d iv e r s e  and open -ended  to

c a t e r  f o r  a w ide ran g e  o f  a b i l i t i e s  and i n t e r e s t s .  T h is  means t h a t  s e t
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to p i c s  a re  u n l ik e ly  t o  p ro v id e  th e  l e v e l  o f  s t a n d a r d i s a t io n  w hich Q423 

b e l ie v e d  th e y  c o u ld  a c h ie v e . T hus, a lth o u g h  th e  e lem en t o f  ch o ice  does 

r a i s e  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  e v a lu a t in g  t a l k s ,  i t  does seem t h a t  freedom  in  

t h i s  a re a  i s  n e c e s s a ry .

10 :8  CONCLUDING REMARKS

A lthough  th e  t a l k  h as  now been  abandoned in  th e  Mode I  s y l l a b u s , t h i s  

does n o t a p p ea r t o  r e f l e c t  i t s  l e v e l  o f  p o p u la r i ty  amongst t e a c h e r s .  I t  

e l i c i t e d  a  g r e a t e r  l e v e l  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a n  th e  re a d in g  w hich em erged as by 

f a r  th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ite m  o v e r a l l .  The r e t e n t io n  o f  th e  re a d in g  and 

rem oval o f  th e  t a l k  from  th e  Mode I  s y l la b u s  ap p ea rs  a l l  th e  more rem ark ab le  

in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  ev id en ce  o f  t h i s  s u rv e y . M oreover, as a  t e s t i n g  

p ro c e d u re , th e  t a l k  h as  c e r t a i n  s t r e n g t h s .  F i r s t l y ,  u n l ik e  a  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t ,  th e  exam iner ta k e s  no p a r t  in  th e  t a l k  and th e  c a n d id a te  

h as  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  d is p la y  h i s  o r a l  s k i l l s  u n in f lu e n c e d  by th e  ex a m in e r’s 

p e r s o n a l i ty  o r  f l a i r  f o r  a d m in is te r in g  o r a l  t e s t s .  M oreover, th e  ex am in er, 

r e le a s e d  from  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  co n d u c tin g  th e  t e s t ,  i s  a b le  to  

c o n c e n tra te  on g iv in g  an a c c u ra te  a s s e s sm e n t. There a r e ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  r a i s e d  by t h i s  m ethod o f  exam ining  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  i n t e r n a l  

v a l i d i t y  o f  " g iv in g  a  t a l k "  and th e  way in  w hich th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een 

c o n v e rs a t io n  and spoken p ro se  i s  b lu r r e d .  However, E n g lish  t e a c h e r s ,  

p e rh ap s  more th a n  te a c h e r s  o f  any o th e r  s u b je c t ,  a re  r e s ig n e d  to  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  exam in ing  i s  an im p e rfe c t s c ie n c e .  W ith in  th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  th e  t a l k  

h as some v a lu e  as a  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re .

11 CONVERSATION ON A ONE-TO-ONE BASIS 

11 :1  INTRODUCTION*

The use  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  in  th e  e a r ly  o r a l  t e s t s  ( i . e .  1950 's  -  19^5)

* T h is  s e c t io n  d e a ls  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  c o n v e rs a t io n  on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s .  
Group d is c u s s io n  i s  t r e a t e d  s e p a r a te ly  b eca u se  i t  r a i s e s  i t s  own s p e c ia l  
p ro b le m s .
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was s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  th e  t a l k  in  t h a t  some e x am in a tio n s  in c lu d e d  i t  and 

o th e r s  ex c lu d ed  i t .  Of th e  tw e lv e  spoken E n g lis h  ex am in a tio n s  in  

o p e ra t io n  p r i o r  to  1965 , w hich th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  has found d e t a i l e d  

a c c o u n ts  o f ,  seven  in c lu d e d  c o n v e rs a t io n  ( f iv e  in c lu d e d  th e  t a l k ) .  Con

v e r s a t io n  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  ex a m in a tio n s  o f  th e  A ss o c ia te d  Board o f  th e  

Royal S choo ls  o f  M usic , th e  G u ild h a ll  Schoo l o f  Music and Drama, Durham 

U n iv e r s i ty  S choo ls  Exam ining B oard , U n iv e r s i ty  o f  London S choo ls  E xam ination  

B oard , th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A r ts ,  th e  B rig h to n  S choo ls  E xam ination  and th e  

M anchester R esearch  P r o j e c t .  The f iv e  w hich d id  n o t in c lu d e  c o n v e rs a t io n  

were th e  N o rth e rn  U n iv e r s i t i e s  J o in t  M a tr ic u la t io n  B oard , th e  Union o f  

E d u c a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e s ,  th e  Tasm anian Schoo l L eav ing  C e r t i f i c a t e  and th e  

two s e p a ra te  e x am in a tio n s  co n d u c ted  by th e  E n g lis h  Speak ing  Board 

( in t ro d u c e d  in  1953 and 1 9 6 3 ). Thus, c o n v e rs a t io n  f e a tu r e d  in  th e s e  e a r ly  

t e s t s  a s  a  p o s s ib le  ite m  and i t  d id  n o t emerge as  th e  in d is p e n s a b le  

component w hich r e a d in g  a lo u d  q u ic k ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  a s .*

A f te r  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  m odest s t a r t ,  c o n v e rs a t io n  was e le v a te d  t o  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  im p o rtan ce  by  CSE. CSE was e x p re s s ly  com m itted  to  making 

ex am in a tio n s  more a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e  demands o f  l i f e  o u ts id e  s c h o o l. As

* T his s e c t io n  d i s t i n g u is h e s  betw een two d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  exchange w hich 
can ta k e  p la c e  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s :  c o n v e rs a t io n  and in te r v ie w . T h is
d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  n e g le c te d  and a l l  exchanges w hich ta k e  p la c e  on 
a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  a re  in d i s c r im in a te ly  p la c e d  in  th e  b la n k e t c a te g o ry  
o f  c o n v e r s a t io n .  However, c o n v e rs a t io n  and in te rv ie w  a re  fu n d a m e n ta lly  
d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  o r a l  a c t i v i t y .  C o n v e rsa tio n  in v o lv e s  a g en u in e  
exchange o f  view s and in fo rm a tio n  in  w hich b o th  p a r t i c i p a n t s  "g iv e  and 
ta k e "  w hereas in te rv ie w s  e n t a i l  a  much more r i g i d  form  o f  exchange in  
w hich one p a r t i c i p a n t  a sk s  q u e s tio n s  and th e  o th e r  p a r t i c i p a n t  p ro v id e s  
an sw ers. T here i s  no o b l ig a t io n  on e i t h e r  p a r ty  to  f o s t e r ,  " th e  n a t u r a l  
grow th o f  c o n v e rs a t io n "  (EMREB Mode I  s y l la b u s ,  1970, p . 6 2 ). T hus, an 
in te rv ie w  em ploys a  more fo rm al and l i m i t e d  q u e s tio n /a n sw e r  fo rm at and 
th e  f a i l u r e  to  d is c r im in a te  betw een  th e s e  two ty p e s  o f  a c t i v i t y  p ro v id e s  
f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  " c o n fu s io n "  (A lle n ,  1977, p . 15) w hich h as  
c h a r a c te r i z e d  o r a l  exam ining  from  th e  o u t s e t .  Some o f  th e  ex am in a tio n s  
l i s t e d  above a s  n o t u s in g  c o n v e rs a t io n  d id  use  th e  in te rv ie w  a n d , a lth o u g h  
a  c o n v e rs a t io n  m igh t ensue from  such  an ex change , i t  was n o t r e q u i r e d  by 
th e  s y l la b u s .  T hus, c o n v e r s a t io n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g  a t e s t  i te m  in  i t s  
own r i g h t ,  was a b y -p ro d u c t w hich m ight a r i s e  o u t o f  th e  in te rv ie w .
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H olbrook and O’M alley  (1964) a s s e r t e d ,  "CSE sh o u ld  n o t be th e  k in d  o f  

ex a m in a tio n  w hich does no more th a n  t e s t  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  p u p i l s  to  p a ss  an 

ex am in a tio n "  ( p . 6 ) .  L ikew ise  E x am inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) u rg ed  t h a t ,

" . . .  th e  aim sh o u ld  be t o  p u t th e  c a n d id a te  in  a  norm al lan g u ag e  s i t u a t io n "  

(p . 3 9 ) .  I t  was t h i s  w hich p ro v id e d  c o n v e r s a t io n ’ s m ost p o w erfu l c la im  to  

in c lu s io n  in  a  spoken E n g lis h  t e s t .  A f te r  a l l ,  th e r e  i s  no o th e r  o r a l  

a c t i v i t y  w hich o f f e r s  a more "norm al lan g u ag e  s i t u a t i o n " .  As A bercrom bie 

(1964) p o in te d  o u t c o n v e r s a t io n ,  " . . .  c o n ta in s  th e  m ost n a t u r a l ,  th e  most 

f re q u e n t and  th e  m ost w id esp read  o c c u rre n c e s  o f  spoken la n g u a g e " (p ,1 1 ) .

I t  was p e rh a p s  t h i s  more th a n  any o th e r  f e a tu r e  w hich s e c u re d  i t  a 

p ro m in en t p o s i t i o n  in  th e  new ex a m in a tio n . O ther w id e ly -u s e d  t e s t i n g  

p ro c e d u re s  such  as  re a d in g  a lo u d , p re p a re d  o r  im promptu t a l k s ,  d ra m a tic  

a c t i v i t i e s  and d e b a te s  a re  l a r g e ly  academ ic and have a  l im i t e d  a p p l i c a t io n  

to  th e  e x ig e n c e s  o f  r e a l - l i f e  com m unication. As A bercrom bie (1964) o b s e rv e d , 

th e y  a re  " s p e c ia l iz e d "  s k i l l s  w hich most p eo p le  w i l l  need  on o n ly  a  l im i t e d  

number o f  o c c a s io n s  d u rin g  t h e i r  l i v e s .

H itchm an’ s (1968) su rv ey  o f  th e  te c h n iq u e s  em ployed by th e  new 

r e g io n a l  p a n e ls  r e v e a le d  t h a t  by  f a r  th e  most w id e ly  u sed  p ro c e d u re  was 

c o n v e rs a t io n  w hich was a v a i la b l e  in  fo u r te e n  o f  th e  r e g io n s .  Even re a d in g  

a lo u d , w hich had  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  en jo y ed  th e  w id e s t p o p u la r i ty ,  was l e s s  

w id e ly  u sed  th a n  t h i s  ( i t  was a v a i la b l e  in  t h i r t e e n  r e g io n s ) .  These 

f ig u r e s  on a v a i l a b i l i t y  do n o t r e v e a l  th e  t r u e  e x te n t  t o  w hich c o n v e rs a t io n  

had o u s te d  re a d in g  a lo u d  as  th e  most p o p u la r  m ethod o f  a s s e s sm e n t. A more 

t e l l i n g  in d i c a t io n  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  p o p u la r i ty  was th e  e x te n t  to  w hich 

th e y  w ere made com pulsory . Ten o f  th e  fo u r te e n  a re a s  w hich o f f e r e d  

c o n v e rs a t io n  made i t  com pulsory  w hereas o n ly  seven  o f  th e  t h i r t e e n  a re a s  

w hich u sed  r e a d in g  a lo u d  made i t  com pulsory . There w ere o n ly  two o th e r  

t e s t s  w hich w ere made com pulsory : th e  t a l k  in  f iv e  a re a s  and group

d is c u s s io n  in  tw o. The im p o rtan ce  a t ta c h e d  to  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  h ig h l ig h te d  

by th e s e  f i g u r e s .  In  f a c t ,  c o n v e rs a t io n  was a  com pulsory  item  in  more
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a re a s  th a n  m ost o th e r  t e s t s  w ere a v a i la b le  in  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  

re a d in g  a lo u d .

The e v id en ce  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e

c o n v e rs a t io n  has n o t waned o v er th e  y e a r s .  Q u estio n  23 a g a in  p ro v id e d

in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ’ l e v e l  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e

c o n v e rs a t io n  (se e  p . 262 f o r  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n ) .

TEST MOST SATISFACTORY LEAST SATISFACTORY
■ ITEM________________________ELEMENT {%)__________ ELEMENT {%)_______

R eading  23 39.

T alk  20 28

D isc u ss io n  48 21

I n v a l id  re sp o n se  9 12

The s c o re s  f o r  th e  d is c u s s io n  a r e  s u p e r io r  to  th e  s c o re s  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  

th e  o th e r  e lem en ts  in  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y .  N early  h a l f  o f  th e  

re s p o n d e n ts  (48%) f e l t  t h a t  th e  d is c u s s io n  was th e  most s a t i s f a c t o r y  

e lem en t w hereas o n ly  a f i f t h  (21%) r a t e d  i t  a s  th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  item .

In  f a c t ,  one c o u ld  d e v ise  a p o p u la r i ty  s c a le  f o r  th e  th r e e  item s w hich 

com prised  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y  b a se d  on th e  com bined ev id en ce  o f  

Q u es tio n  2 3 ( i )  and ( i i ) .  The re a d in g  w ould ap p ea r a t  th e  bo ttom  o f  th e  

s c a le  s in c e  i t  was ju d g ed  to  be th e  l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  component o v e r a l l .

The t a l k  w ould ap p e a r in  th e  m idd le  em erging  a s  more s a t i s f a c t o r y  th a n  th e  

re a d in g  b u t th e  o v e r a l l  "w inner"  w ould be  th e  d is c u s s io n  w hich was r a t e d  

f a r  in  f r o n t  o f  b o th  re a d in g  a lo u d  and th e  t a l k .  Thus, th e  im p o rtan ce  

a t ta c h e d  to  c o n v e rs a t io n  a t  th e  in c e p t io n  o f  CSE has been  v in d ic a te d  by 

e x p e r ie n c e .

11:2  INTERNAL VALIDITY

The g r e a t  s t r e n g th  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  t h a t  i t  e n t a i l s  th e  speech  form  

w hich i s  m ost n a t u r a l l y  and f r e q u e n t ly  u sed . T h is  has  im p o rta n t im p l ic a t io n s  

fo r  th e  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  t e s t .  For in s ta n c e ,  as  Q609 o b se rv e d ,

" . . .  i t  i s  in  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  th e  c a n d id a te  r e la x e s  and r e v e a ls  th e  q u a l i ty
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o f  h i s  th in k in g " .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  o th e r  l e s s  n a t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  such  as

re a d in g  a lo u d  and g iv in g  a  t a l k  a re  more l i k e l y  t o  he h in d e re d  by n e rv e s

and aw kw ardness:

N erves a f f e c t  th e  re a d in g  -  t h i s  may be b e t t e r  a f t e r  th e  
d is c u s s io n  when th e  exam iner h as  had  tim e  to  r e l a x  th e  p u p i l .

(Q532)

R eading  a lo u d  need  n o t be done w ith  a  f r ig h te n e d  p u p i l  u n t i l  he 
o r  she i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e la x e d .  The t a l k  i n h i b i t s  a  r e la x e d  
a t t i t u d e  w hereas d is c u s s io n  sh o u ld  b r in g  i t  a b o u t. (Q20T)

These f in d in g s  a re  en d o rsed  by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) where

n e rv o u sn e ss  was found to  be " . . .  a  h e f ty  o b s ta c le "  ( p . l l )  in  c o n n e c tio n

w ith  th e  t a l k  and w here th e  re a d in g  a l s o  p roduced  " . . .  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith

n e rv o u sn e ss"  ( p . 8 ) .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  prom oted a  r e la x e d

a tm o sp h ere : " . . .  any i n i t i a l  n e rv o u sn e ss  was soon d is c a rd e d "  ( p . l U ) .

A t e s t  w hich r e l e a s e s  te n s io n  and en co u rag es  a  r e la x e d  app ro ach  may

p ro v id e  a  t r u e r  p i c tu r e  o f  a  c a n d id a te ’ s o r a l  pow ers and th e  v a l i d i t y  o f

th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s ,  in  t h i s  s e n s e ,  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  re a d in g  and

th e  t a l k .

In  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h i s ,  some re sp o n d e n ts  p o in te d  o u t how g r a t i f y in g

c a n d id a te s  found  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n .  Commenting on a Mode 3 s y l la b u s  w ith  a

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n v e rs a t io n  com ponent, 107 rem arked :

. . .  som ething- l i k e  70% o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  w i l l  come to  me in  th e  
days fo llo w in g  t h e i r  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n s , and th e y 'v e  n o t been  
exam ined by me, th e y 'v e  been  exam ined by  p eo p le  from  o th e r  
s c h o o ls ,  and s a y , " I  r e a l l y  en jo y ed  t h a t .  We ta lk e d  ab o u t t h i s  
and we ta lk e d  ab o u t t h a t "  . . .  T h e y 're  r e a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and 
th e y  f in d  i t  th e  m ost s a t i s f y i n g  p a r t  by a  lo n g  way.

105 a g re e d :

I t ' s  one o f  th e  m ost e n jo y a b le  th in g s  t h a t  I  do d u rin g  th e  y e a r  
I  th in k  t h a t  a f te rw a rd s  a  l o t  o f  c a n d id a te s  w ould have been  s o r ry  
n o t to  have ta k e n  p a r t  in  i t .  A l o t  o f  them  do g a in  from  i t .

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) a l s o  em phasized  th e  p e r s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n

to  be d e r iv e d  from  t h i s  m ethod: "A la r g e  number o f  c a n d id a te s  a s s u re d

t h e i r  own te a c h e r s  t h a t  th e y  had a c t u a l l y  en jo y ed  th e  ex am in a tio n "  ( p . 13 ) .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  s im i la r  c la im s  w ere made f o r  th e  t a l k



293

(s e e  pp . 284-285). I t  seems t h a t  b o th  forms o f  o r a l  co m p o sitio n  p la c e  

c a n d id a te s  in  a p o s i t i o n  w here th e y  have som eth ing  to  com municate w h ich  i s  

v a lu e d  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  convey t h i s  to  an i n t e r e s t e d  l i s t e n e r  may be 

im m ensely g r a t i f y i n g .

A no ther s t r e n g th  o f  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t  i s  t h a t :

. . .  as in  a  b o x in g  m atch he has to  im p ro v ise  on th e  sp u r  o f  th e  
moment. No p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  p o s i t i o n  i s  p o s s ib le  -  he h as  t o  ta k e  
w hat comes and make th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

(H itchm an, 1966, p . 66)

T his enhances th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  o f  th e  

t a l k  and th e  r e a d in g .  In  th e s e  l a t t e r  tw o , th e  c a n d id a te ’s p e rfo rm an ce  i s  

w e l l - r e h e a r s e d .  T hus, n e i th e r  t e s t  e l i c i t s  how w e ll  a  c a n d id a te  can cope 

w ith  a sp o n tan eo u s  u se  o f  la n g u a g e . In  r e a l  l i f e ,  on th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  one h as  t o  re h e a x se  w e ll -p r e p a re d  s ta te m e n ts  a re  few 

com pared w ith  th e  i n f i n i t e  number o f  o c c a s io n s  on w hich one m ust im p ro v ise  

w ith  la n g u a g e . In  t h i s  s e n s e , th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  s u p e r io r  to  th e  o th e r  

two b e c a u se  i t  t e s t s  a  c a n d id a te ’s a b i l i t y  t o ,  " . . .  ta k e  w hat comes and 

make th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ."

11 :3  INTERNAL VALIDITY : THE INTERVIEW MODE OF COMMUNICATION

The aim o f  a  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t  i s  to  prom ote an exchange o f  id e a s  and 

in fo rm a tio n . T here i s  an o b l ig a t io n  on b o th  p a r t i e s  t o  f o s t e r ,  " . . .  th e  

n a t u r a l  grow th o f  c o n v e rs a t io n "  (EMREB Mode I  s y l la b u s ,  1970, p . 6 2 ) .  In  

o th e r  w o rd s, b o th  must "g iv e  and ta k e "  (H itchm an, 1966, p . 66 ) .  T here  i s ,  

how ever, a d an g er t h a t  a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  l i n g u i s t i c  p a t t e r n  t o  th e  one 

o u t l in e d  above w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f .  T h is  su rv ey  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  c o n v e rsa 

t i o n  e a s i l y  d e g e n e ra te s  in t o  an in te rv ie w  in  w hich th e  q u e s tio n s  a r e  p osed  

by th e  exam iner and th e  c a n d id a te ’s p a r t  i s  l im i t e d  to  b r i e f  r e p l i e s  o r ,  

w orse s t i l l ,  "y es"  -  "no" answ ers.

Most CSE c a n d id a te s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  o f  below  av erag e  
a b i l i t y ,  f in d  d is c u s s io n  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  and t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
o r a l  e x am in a tio n  f r e q u e n t ly  devo lv es  in to  a q u e s tio n  and 
answ er s e s s io n .  (0367)
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. . .  d is c u s s io n  may d e t e r i o r a t e  in to  q u e s t io n s ,  y e s /n o  an sw ers .
(Q528)

A s u s ta in e d  p u p i l - t e a c h e r  c o n v e rs a t io n  on a  o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s  i s  
h a rd  t o  a c h ie v e . (Q631)

One p o in t  w hich co n ce rn s  me i s  th e  r e l i a n c e  on te a c h e r  s k i l l  to  
en su re  an e f f e c t i v e  d is c u s s io n  r a th e r  th a n  j u s t  "y es"  and "no" 
an sw ers . ( QO8 9 )

T each ers  in  th e  E a s t M idland  R egion a re  n o t a lo n e  in  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e . As

I n g l i s  (1 9 6 6 ) o b se rv ed :

The prob lem  o f  such  c o n v e rs a t io n s  i s  alw ays t h a t  th e  c h i ld  i s  
d e f e r e n t i a l  and r a t h e r  b r i e f ;  he w a its  f o r  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  le a d s  
t o  be fe d  to  him and th e n  r e jo i n s  in  a s in g le  s e n te n c e . A s e r i e s  
o f  q u e s tio n s -a n d -a n sw e rs  r a p id ly  s e t s  up a  p a t t e r n  o f  e x p e c ta t io n s  
w hich i s  h a rd  t o  b re a k .  ( p . 221 )

S im ila r  p roblem s w ere r e p o r te d  by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ):

"The m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  o c c u rre d  when, a f t e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  
s h o r t  q u e s tio n s  and an sw ers , th e  c a n d id a te  spoke f r e e l y  and a t  
some le n g th  on to p i c s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  O thers  w ere 
c o n te n te d  t o  g iv e  r a t h e r  in c o m p le te  answ ers and t o  r e l y  upon th e  
exam iner to  seek  f u l l e r  in fo rm a tio n  from  them " . . .  The p rob lem  
was t h a t  some in te rv ie w s  c o n tin u e d  w ith  t h i s  " s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t  
q u e s t io n s  and a n sw e rs ."  ( p p .12 -13)

The q u e s t io n  t h i s  r a i s e s  i s :  why does th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  d e g e n e ra te  so

e a s i l y  i n to  an in te rv ie w ?

The "backw ash e f f e c t "  o f  e x am in a tio n s  on c la ssro o m  p r a c t i c e  i s  a

f a m i l i a r  phenomenon b u t i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  w hat we a re  c o n fro n te d  w ith  in

t h i s  in s ta n c e  i s  th e  e f f e c t  o f  y e a rs  o f  c o n d i t io n in g  and e x p e c ta t io n s

b u i l t  up in  th e  c la ss ro o m . B arnes (1969 , 1976) drew a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  r o le

o f  c la ss ro o m  lan g u ag e  in  p rom oting  th e  h id d e n  c u rr ic u lu m . He showed how

seem in g ly  s u b t le  f e a tu r e s  o f  spoken lang u ag e  shape and d e te rm in e  th e  k in d  o f

le a r n in g  w hich ta k e s  p la c e  in  a  c la ss ro o m : t h a t  w hat p u p i l s  le a r n  in  a

s u b je c t  i s  n o t s im p ly  s u b je c t - s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  and in fo rm a tio n  b u t  co n ce rn s

th e  b e h a v io u r  and re sp o n se s  c o n s id e re d  a p p ro p r ia te  by  th e  te a c h e r .  He found

t h a t  p u p i l s  and te a c h e r s  e x h ib i te d  s te r e o ty p e d  l i n g u i s t i c  b e h a v io u r  -  t h a t

l i n g u i s t i c  s t r a t e g i e s  r e l a t e d  to  b e in g  a " te a c h e r "  and a  " le a r n e r "  c o u ld  be

i d e n t i f i e d  in  m ost c la ssro o m s r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  s u b je c t  b e in g  ta u g h t  o r  th e
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age o f  th e  p u p i l s .

. . .  a l th o u g h  th e r e  i s  o n ly  one a d u l t  in  th e  room , she seems t o  be 
t a l k i n g  more th a n  a l l  th e  c h i ld r e n  to g e th e r .  She i s  th e  c e n t r e  
o f  ev e ry b o d y ’ s a t t e n t i o n :  she ask s  many q u e s t io n s ,  and demands
answ ers as o f  r i g h t  . . .  In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  u rg en cy  she seems t o  
know th e  answ ers a l r e a d y ,  f o r  she  d is m is s e s  s e v e r a l  s u g g e s tio n s  
u n t i l  one comes w hich she g r e e t s  w i th ,  " T h a t 's  i t .  Good a n s w e r" . . .  
Her young p u p i l s  ask  h a rd ly  any q u e s tio n s  . . .  Only one c h i ld  
changes th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  . . .  No c h i ld  ask s  
q u e s tio n s  l i k e  th o s e  th e  te a c h e r  ask s  . . .  M rs. Jones u se s  h e r  
v o ic e  t o  c o n t r o l  and shape th e  th o u g h ts  and a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e
c la s s  . . .  (T h is  b u i ld s  up) complex p a t t e r n s  o f  e x p e c ta t io n  abou t
who say s  w hat t o  whom and when . . .  I  (am) n o t j u s t  p r e s e n t in g  
th e s e  as d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  b u t  as p a r t  o f  w hat h e r  
p u p i l s  w ere l e a r n in g .  We can n o t make a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  
th e  c o n te n t and form  o f  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  . . .  The two a re  
in s e p a r a b le .  (1976 , p p . l l - l 4 )

A lthough  q u e s t io n in g  m igh t have been  assumed to  be a  common a c t i v i t y  f o r

p u p i l s  in  t h e i r  r o l e  as l e a r n e r s ,  p u p i l s  r a r e l y  a^ked q u e s t io n s .  On th o s e

o c c a s io n s  when p u p i ls  d id  a sk  q u e s t io n s ,  th e y  w ere o f  a  s p e c i f i c  ty p e :

" . . .  th e  c h i ld  i s  n o t so  much w an tin g  in fo rm a tio n  as r e a s s u ra n c e "  (1 9 6 9 ,

p . 4 5 ) and o f te n  r e l a t e d  to  a  t a s k  w hich th e  c h i ld  had  been  asked  t o  p e rfo rm .

The q u e s tio n s  w hich te a c h e r s  asked  w ere e q u a l ly  " r o l e - s p e c i f i c " :

. . .  th e  te a c h e r  c o v e r t ly  s ig n a l s  t o  th e  p u p i l s  w hat t h e i r  r o l e  
as l e a r n e r s  i s  t o  be . . .  S ince  most q u e s tio n s  in  th e  sam ple w ere
c lo se d -e n d e d , p u p i ls  w ere seldom  in v i t e d  t o  th in k  a lo u d , to
g e n e ra te  new sequences  o f  th o u g h t ,  t o  e x p lo re  im p l ic a t io n s ,

( 1969 , p . 2T)

The c o n t ro l  w hich te a c h e r s  e x e rc is e d  ov er speech  in  t h e i r  c la ssro o m s had  th e  

e f f e c t  o f  l i m i t i n g  th e  p u p i l s ’ r o l e  as l e a r n e r s .  A sking q u e s tio n s  i s  an 

e f f e c t i v e  way o f  l e a r n in g  b u t  te a c h e r s  o f te n  encou raged  t h e i r  p u p i l s  t o  

become p a s s iv e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  know ledge r a t h e r  th a n  engag ing  in  a c t iv e  

e n q u iry . A no ther le s s o n  w hich th e  h id d e n  c u rr ic u lu m  q u ic k ly  t r a n s m i t s  t o

p u p i l s  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  from  o u ts id e  sc h o o l a re

i r r e l e v a n t .  B arnes (1969 ) found t h a t ,  " . . .  th o s e  c h i ld r e n  who come up from  

p rim ary  sc h o o ls  re a d y  to  e x p lo re  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  a lo u d  and to  o f f e r  

a n e c d o ta l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  t o  d is c u s s io n  ce a se  t o  do so  w i th in  a  few weeks o f  

a r r i v a l . "  ( p . 25)

B a rn e s ’s f in d in g s  have been  d e s c r ib e d  in  d e t a i l  b eca u se  th e y  may
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p ro v id e  th e  key  to  w hat f r e q u e n t ly  o ccu rs  in  o r a l  e x a m in a tio n s . C o n d itio n 

in g  and e x p e c ta t io n s  b u i l t  up th ro u g h o u t h i s  s c h o o l l i f e  encou rage  th e  

p u p i l  to  ad o p t an "an sw erin g "  r o l e .  He does n o t p e rc e iv e  q u e s t io n in g ,  

i n i t i a t i n g  t a l k ,  e x te n d in g  o r  d i r e c t i n g  d ia lo g u e  w ith  te a c h e r s  as p a r t  o f  

h i s  r o l e .  He l i m i t s  h i s  p a r t  to  p ro v id in g  answ ers and o f t e n ,  as Q005 

o b s e rv e d , h i s  m ain co n ce rn  i s  t o  f in d  th e  " r ig h t "  answ ers i . e .  w hat he 

th in k s  th e  exam iner w an ts t o  h e a r :

O ften  th e  c a n d id a te s  a re  n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n f id e n t t o  t a l k  w ith  
e a se  . . .  and th e  d is c u s s io n  seems t o  prom pt re sp o n se s  
c a n d id a te s  th in k  th e y  a re  e x p e c te d  t o  g iv e  and n o t w hat th e y  
t r u l y  f e e l .

Viewed in  t h i s  l i g h t ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  c a n d id a te s  som etim es seemed in c a p a b le  

o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a  gen u in e  exchange , t h a t  th e y  w ere m ost c o m fo rta b le  

when th e y  w ere p ro v id in g  answ ers t o  q u e s tio n s  and t h a t  th e y  w ere c o n te n t ,  

f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  t o  keep  th e s e  b r i e f  i s  much more u n d e rs ta n d a b le .

C o n v e n tio n a l c la ss ro o m  r o le s  may p la y  an e q u a l ly  p o w erfu l p a r t  in

d e te rm in in g  th e  t e a c h e r 's  b e h a v io u r  d u rin g  th e  e x a m in a tio n . I f  th e

te a c h e r  i s  u sed  t o  p la y in g  a  dom inant r o l e  in  th e  c la ss ro o m , i s  u sed  to

d o in g  m ost o f  th e  s p e a k in g , a sk in g  th e  q u e s tio n s  and d i r e c t i n g  th e  t a l k ,  i t

i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  when he assum es th e  r o l e  o f  ex am in er, he w i l l  c a r ry  h i s

norm al c la ss ro o m  b e h a v io u r  o v e r i n t o  th e  ex am in a tio n  room.

I t  h as  been  my e x p e r ie n c e  from  b o th  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  
m o d e ra tio n  o f  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  t h a t  some te a c h e r s  a re  in c a p a b le  
o f  c o n d u c tin g  th e  d is c u s s io n  in  a  f a i r  o r  r e la x e d  way. They have 
n o t th e  p ro p e r  p e r s o n a l i ty  t r a i t s  t o  make s u i t a b l e  in te rv ie w e r s  
o r  sy m p a th e tic  l i s t e n e r s .  Most s im p ly  t a l k  to o  much. (Q310)

I  have w itn e s s e d , as a  m o d e ra to r , to o  many d is c u s s io n s  w here th e  
te a c h e r /e x a m in e r ,  u n w it t in g ly  o r  n o t ,  t a l k s  to o  much and ask s  
q u e s tio n s  w hich deny th e  c a n d id a te  a f u l l  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  e x p re s s  
and e x p la in  o p in io n s .  (Q209)

D isc u s s io n  i s  in v a r i a b ly  te a c h e r - d i r e c te d  w h e th e r in  c l a s s  o r 
e x am in a tio n  room. (Q5TT)

One o f  th in g s  w e’r e  b ad  a t  as te a c h e r s  i s  a c t u a l l y  in v o lv in g  
c h i ld r e n  a d e q u a te ly  in  d is c u s s io n .  I t  was p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  to  me 
when I  was d o in g  th e  E a s t M idland o r a l  ex am in a tio n  t h a t  f o r  many 
c h i ld r e n  th e  o n ly  e x p e r ie n c e  th e y  had  o f  o r a l  work was th e  o r a l  
e x a m - . . .  The e x te n t  to  w hich a  t e a c h e r  dom inates w hat i s  s a id  in
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a c la ss ro o m  and t o  w hich he t a l k s  w ith o u t anyone e l s e  t a l k i n g  
i s ,  g e n e r a l ly  sp e a k in g , f a r  to o  h ig h .  ( l Ol )

T hus, c a n d id a te  and exam iner a l i k e  may ad o p t s te r e o ty p e d  r o le s  w hich w i l l

have a  m u tu a lly  r e in f o r c in g  e f f e c t  on each  o t h e r 's  l i n g u i s t i c  b e h a v io u r .

An in d i c a t i o n  o f  how d e e p ly  e n g ra in e d  t h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  b e h a v io u r  can be  was

p ro v id e d  by  th e  re a d in g  a lo u d , o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e rs a t io n  and group d is c u s s io n

t e s t s  u sed  in  E x am inations B u l l e t i n  11 ( 1966 ) .  O s te n s ib ly  th e s e  w ere v e ry

d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e d u re s  b u t ,  " In  th e  e v e n t a l l  th r e e  m ethods r e l i e d  upon

q u e s t io n  and answ er to  a  l a r g e r  e x te n t  th a n  had  been  p la n n ed  o r  th a n  m ight

have b een  e x p e c te d  from  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  m ethods" ( p .2 1 ) .

The form  w hich th e  c o n v e n tio n a l t e s t  ta k e s  may a c t iv e l y  r e in f o r c e  t h i s

sp eech  p a t t e r n .  The m ethod o f  i n i t i a t i n g  th e  d is c u s s io n  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r

e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  mode o f  speech  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  t e s t  and in v a r i a b ly  i t

s t a r t s  w ith  q u e s tio n s  from  th e  ex am in er. I t  may be  q u e s tio n s  abo u t th e

re a d in g  o r  ab o u t th e  c a n d id a te 's  t a l k .  E i th e r  way, th e  d is c u s s io n  i s

la u n ch ed  by  a s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t io n s .  Of c o u rs e ,  th e  aim i s  t o ,  " . . .  f o s t e r

th e  n a t u r a l  grow th o f  c o n v e rs a t io n "  (EMREB Mode I  S y l la b u s ,  1970, p . 6 2 ) ,

b u t  th e  d an g er i s  t h a t  th e  in te rv ie w  mode o f  com m unication , once

e s ta b l i s h e d ,  may be d i f f i c u l t  t o  b re a k :

At f i r s t ,  he w i l l  no doubt make a  number o f  f a i r l y  t r i v i a l  rem arks 
by way o f  s e t t i n g  th e  c a n d id a te  a t  e a s e .  Some o f  th e s e  rem arks 
w i l l  n e c e s s a r i ly  be q u e s tio n s  abou t th e  c a n d id a te ,  and i t  w ould 
seem l i k e l y  in  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  th e  answ ers w i l l  a t  f i r s t  be 
v e ry  s h o r t .  The d an g er i s  t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  exchange o f  q u e s t io n  
and answ er can s e t  up a  p a t t e r n  o f  e x p e c ta t io n  in  th e  c a n d id a te  
w hich i t  i s  h a rd  f o r  th e  exam iner t o  a l t e r .  The in te r v ie w  becomes 
a m a tte r  o f  exchang ing  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  t r i v i a l  p ie c e s  o f  in fo rm a tio n ,  
and no com m unication e v e r  ta k e s  p la c e .

(E xam inations B u l l e t in  1 1 ,1966, p.24)

To p u t i t  b l u n t l y ,  i t  seems t h a t  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t  o f te n  s t a r t s  o f f  "on 

th e  wrong fo o t"  and t h a t  i t  w ould be a d v is a b le  to  f in d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

m ethod o f  i n i t i a t i n g  i t .

The t e s t  d e v ise d  by E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 ( 1966 ) i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  

te n d e n c y . The r e s e a r c h e r s  w ish ed  t o  a v o id  t h e ,  " . . .  a r b i t r a r y  l i s t  o f  

q u e s t io n s  ab o u t a  c a n d id a te 's  accom plishm ents and b io g ra p h y "  ( p .1 2 ) and so
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th e y  d e c id e d  t o  u se  a  v i s u a l  s t im u lu s ,  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  d iag ram  o f  a  tow n,

w h ich , i t  was b e l ie v e d ,  . c o u ld  le a d  e a s i l y  t o  c o n v e rs a t io n  on a v e ry

w ide ran g e  o f  i n t e r e s t s  and id e a s "  ( p . 1 3 ) .  In  th e  e v e n t ,  t h i s  te c h n iq u e

d id  n o t  le a d  as r e a d i ly  to  c o n v e rs a t io n  as i t s  ad v o ca te s  had  im ag ined  i t

w ould. The in te rv ie w  fo rm at was s t i l l  d is a p p o in t in g ly  m arked. However,

when t h i s  t e s t  i s  v iew ed in  th e  l i g h t  o f  B a rn e s ’ s f in d in g s ,  i t  i s  h a rd ly

s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  t h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  sp eech  was so  p ronounced . From th e

c a n d id a te s ’ p o in t  o f  v iew , t h i s  m ust have b een  th e  k in d  o f  a c t i v i t y  w hich

th e y  had  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  on many o c c a s io n s  in  th e  c la ss ro o m . They w ere

p re s e n te d  w ith  m a te r i a l  s e l e c te d  by th e  exam iner and w ith  w hich th e

exam iner was a l re a d y  a c q u a in te d . They w ere g iv e n  tim e  t o  s tu d y  th e  d iagram

and th e n  th e  exam iner ask ed  q u e s tio n s  to  w hich he a l re a d y  knew th e  answ ers

o r  a t  l e a s t  had  a  shrew d id e a  o f  th e  k in d  o f  r e p l i e s  w hich w ould be

a p p r o p r ia te .  The p rob lem  w ith  t h i s  app roach  i s  t h a t  i t  p la c e s  c a n d id a te s  in

a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  them  from  th e  c la ssro o m  th e re b y  i m p l i c i t l y

i n v i t i n g  a  c e r t a i n  ty p e  o f  b e h a v io u r .  G iven th e  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  some more

e n t e r p r i s in g  s tu d e n ts  may ta k e  a  more a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  duologue b u t  i t  i s

u n re a so n a b le  t o  ex p e c t a l l  c a n d id a te s  to  do so  s im p ly  b eca u se  th e y  have been

p ro v id e d  w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty .  For many, i t  i s  bound t o  be a  f a l s e

o p p o r tu n i ty  w hich c o n t r a d ic t s  e x p e c ta t io n s  accum ula ted  ov er many y e a r s .  As

E x am inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) p o in te d  o u t ,  one o f  th e  d e f e c ts  o f  t h i s

q u e s tio n /a n s w e r  p ro c e d u re  as a  way o f  i n i t i a t i n g  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  t h a t  i t :

. . .  h as  c e r t a i n  i n h i b i t i n g  e f f e c t s  w hich may s e r io u s ly  l i m i t  an 
in d i v i d u a l 's  r e a d in e s s  t o  t a l k .  In  an e x a m in a tio n , q u e s t io n s  must 
be  a sk e d , b u t i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  dangerous t o  i s o l a t e  t h i s  form  o f  
u t te r a n c e  . . .  Comm unication i s  n o t o n ly  prom pted by i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
and when i t  i s ,  i t  may be damaged, ( p . 12)

T h is  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  n e c e s s a ry  b r e v i t y  o f  o r a l  

e x a m in a tio n s . C o n v en tio n a l t e s t s  l a s t  betw een  te n  and f i f t e e n  m in u tes  and 

u s u a l ly  com prise  s e v e r a l  i te m s . T h is means t h a t  th e  tim e  a v a i la b l e  f o r  th e  

c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  l im i t e d .  I t  i s  n o t easy  t o  p lunge o n e s e l f  in t o  a s u s ta in e d  

and s e r io u s  d is c u s s io n ,  maybe w ith  a  t o t a l  s t r a n g e r ,  in  such  a s h o r t  p e r io d
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o f  tim e  and f o r  no b e t t e r  re a so n  th a n  t h a t  th e  ex am in a tio n  demands i t .

As E xam inations  B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) n o te d : " . . .  i t  i s  n o t e a sy  t o  conduct

s e r io u s  d is c u s s io n  w i th in  th e  te rm s o f  o r a l  exam ining  . . .  each  in te rv ie w  

can n o t l a s t  much more th a n  te n  m in u te s , and m ost w o rth w h ile  to p ic s  canno t 

be  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  e x p lo re d  in  t h i s  tim e "  ( p .2 6 ) .

I f  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  t o  f u n c t io n  as a  g enu ine  exch an g e , an a l t e r n a t i v e

app ro ach  m igh t p roduce  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s .

11 :4  CONVERSATION IN SIMULATED SITUATIONS

An a l t e r n a t i v e  m ethod o f  i n i t i a t i n g  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  th e  s im u la te d  

s i t u a t i o n .  An e a r ly  in n o v a tio n  in  t h i s  f i e l d  o c c u rre d  in  th e  s y l la b u s e s  

o f  th e  A s s o c ia te d  L a n c a sh ire  Schoo l Board w here c o n v e rs a t io n  was em ployed: 

" ’ . . . i n  f ix e d  c irc u m s ta n c e s  e .g .  f o r g o t t e n  la tc h - k e y ,  s h e l t e r in g  from  a 

s to rm , r e p o r t in g  a  m inor ro a d  a c c id e n t  e t c . ' "  (q u o ted  by  H itchm an, 1968, 

p . 2 2 0 ). The im p o rtan ce  o f  t h i s  in n o v a tio n  was t h a t  i t  a tte m p te d  to  p ro v id e  

th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  a  c o n te x t and a  pu rp o se  beyond th e  ex a m in a tio n . In  

m ost e x a m in a t io n s , c o n v e rs a t io n  was a  c o n tr iv e d  exchange u n d e rta k e n  f o r  i t s  

own sak e  and t h i s  was a  s u b je c t  o f  co n ce rn . For in s ta n c e .  A l lc h in  (1964)

arg u ed  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t ,  " . . .  norm al t o  f in d  o n e s e lf  engaged in  a  c o n v e rs a t io n

p u re ly  as a  t e c h n ic a l  e x e r c is e  removed from  any s o c i a l  o r  b u s in e s s  

o c c a s io n "  ( p . 1 7 ) . The s im u la te d  s i t u a t i o n ,  r e c o g n is in g  t h a t  c o n v e rs a t io n  

does n o t ta k e  p la c e  i n  a  vacuum, a tte m p te d  to  p ro v id e  i t  w ith  th e  k in d  o f  

c o n te x t  and p u rp o se  w hich g iv e s  th e  im petus to  c o n v e rs a t io n  in  r e a l  l i f e .

C o n v e rsa tio n  has b een  s im i l a r l y  u sed  in  o th e r  e x a m in a tio n s . For 

in s ta n c e ,  th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  o f  A rts  u sed  a  s im u la te d  te le p h o n e  c a l l .  The 

s i t u a t i o n  b e h in d  th e  c a l l  was e x p la in e d  to  th e  c a n d id a te  b e fo re  th e  t e s t  and 

a  s c re e n  and dummy te le p h o n e s  w ere u sed  t o  make th e  s i t u a t i o n  more 

a u th e n t ic .  The M ancheste r R esearch  P r o je c t  ( e a r ly  1 9 6 0 's )  d e v ise d  a t e s t  in  

w hich th e  c a n d id a te  was r e q u i r e d  to  make a co m p la in t o r  an e n q u iry : 

"C om plain t -  'You have bough t an a r t i c l e  from  a shop and f in d  i t  t o  be
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f a u l t y  in  some way. R e tu rn  i t  t o  th e  shop and make a fo rm al co m p la in t 

a s k in g  f o r  th e  money to  h e  re fu n d e d  o r  a  re p la cem e n t t o  he made. '

E n q u iry  -  'To a  new a c q u a in ta n c e  on y o u r a r r i v a l  in  a new tow n, a sk in g  

w hat f a c i l i t i e s  th e r e  a re  f o r  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ' "  (q u o ted  by  E xam inations 

B u l l e t i n  1 1 , 1966, p . 3 3 ). C le a r ly ,  th e  ran g e  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  w hich can be 

d e v ise d  to  t e s t  a  c a n d id a te 's  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  s k i l l s  w ith o u t r e s o r t i n g  to  a 

r i g i d  in te rv ie w  fo rm at i s  e x tre m e ly  w id e . More im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  

can  be  d e v ise d  in  such  a  way as to  p la c e  th e  onus on th e  c a n d id a te  to  do 

much o f  th e  t a l k i n g  r a t h e r  th a n  r e ly in g  on cues from  th e  exam iner. T his 

ty p e  o f  r o le - p l a y  p ro v id e s  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  a  p u rp o se  beyond th e  vacuum o f  

th e  ex am in a tio n  room and t e s t s  s p e c i f i c  lan g u ag e  s k i l l s  w i th in  a  w e l l -  

d e f in e d  c o n te x t .

T here was su p p o r t f o r  a  more f u n c t io n a l  and p r a c t i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d  u se

o f  la n g u ag e  am ongst th e  re sp o n d e n ts  :

Not enough u se  i s  made o f  lan g u ag e  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p u rp o s e s ,  such  as 
g iv in g  and r e c e iv in g  m essages and i n s t r u c t i o n s .  O ra l exam ina
t i o n s  . . .  co u ld  be  a  l i t t l e  more e x a c t th a n  th e y  a re  now . . .
Some o r a l  exam ining  co u ld  w e ll  be done w ith  a  b ia s  to w ard  
p r a c t i c a l  u ses  o f  la n g u a g e . (Q121)

L in g u is t ic  com petence i s  . . .  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  c a l l  t o  u se  th e  
lan g u ag e  a p p ro p r ia te  t o  th e  t a s k  in  i t s  s o c i a l  c o n te x t . . .  Any 
r e a l  t e s t  o f  a c a n d id a te 's  l i n g u i s t i c  com petence r e q u i r e s  a rajige 
o f  t a s k s ,  each  r e p r e s e n t in g  a d i f f e r e n t  in te n d e d  fu n c t io n  o f  
la n g u a g e , in  a  ran g e  o f  c o n te x ts ,  r e a l  o r  s im u la te d . T h is  
p r e s e n ts  enormous p roblem s in  o rg a n is in g  a s se s sm e n t, w ith  s p e c ia l  
p r e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  a s s e s s o r s ,  n o t o n ly  so  t h a t  th e y  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  m eaning o f  " l i n g u i s t i c  com petence" b u t  a l s o  in  such  
te c h n iq u e s  as r o l e - p l a y .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  sh o u ld  p e rh ap s  be 
fa c e d  i f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t i s  t o  make more th a n  v e ry  l im i t e d  se n se  
and te n d  t o  e x e r c is e  a  b ia s  tow ards th o s e  b e s t  a b le  to  wax 
a r t i c u l a t e  in  a  t e a c h e r - c o n t r o l l e d  sch o o l c o n te x t .  (Q252)

M oreover, many te a c h e r s  denounced th e  e x i s t i n g  m ethods as vague and

im p re c is e  :

I  have alw ays f e l t  t h a t  o r a l s  a re  v e ry  vague as f a r  as a ssessm en t 
p ro c e d u re s  a re  co n ce rn ed . (I0 2 )

O ra l exam ining  h as  alw ays been  b e - d e v i l l e d  by  vagueness and la c k  
o f  any o b je c t iv e  c r i t e r i a  w hich can be a p p l ie d  . . .  w ith  
c o n s is te n c y .  (Q068)
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. . .  v e ry  l i t t l e  th o u g h t i s  p u t i n t o  what q u a l i t i e s  one i s  
a s s e s s in g  when one i s  a s s e s s in g  s tu d e n t s ’ t a l k  . . .  I ' d  l i k e  
th e  c r i t e r i a  to  he  made much more e x p l i c i t .  (113)

. . .  i t ' s  how t o  a s s e s s  o r a l  t e s t s  w hich i s  th e  prob lem  
I ' d  l i k e  a  more s y s te m a tic  m ethod o f  a s se s sm e n t. ( I l 4 )

L ik e w ise , when ask ed  w hat he re g a rd e d  as th e  main d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  o r a l  

ex am in in g , 107 r e p l i e d :  "One o f  th e  m ain ones i s  d e f in in g  th e  c r i t e r i a

f o r  a s se s sm e n t. T h is i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so  in  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  . . .  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  compare a l l  s o r t s  o f  th in g s  w hich m ight come up in  a  c o n v e rsa 

t i o n . "  T h is  la c k  o f  p r e c i s io n  h as  b een  a  s u b je c t  o f  co n cern  from  th e  

o u t s e t .  F or i n s ta n c e ,  in  1966 I n g l i s  c r i t i c i s e d  th e  " ru sh "  (A lle n ,  1977, 

p . 17) o f  o r a l s  w hich had  accom panied CSE a rg u in g  t h a t :  "We a l l  need  to  be

much c l e a r e r  and f irm e r  abou t w hat we e x p e c t from  spoken E n g lish  in  

s c h o o ls "  ( p . 2 2 2 ).

11:5  CONCLUDING REMARKS

Of th e  th r e e  e lem en ts  in  th e  Mode I  t e s t  b a t t e r y ,  c o n v e rs a t io n  was 

ju d g ed  t o  be  th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  was p r a is e d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  i t s  

h ig h  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y .  In  s p i t e  o f  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n 's  p o p u la r i ty ,  

th e  c o n v e n tio n a l approach  to  i n i t i a t i n g  i t  h as  s e r io u s  d raw backs. O ther 

m ethods o f  i n i t i a t i n g  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  w hich do n o t p la c e  th e  exam iner in  an 

in te rv ie w in g  r o l e ,  need  to  be e x p lo re d . In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  use  o f  

s im u la te d  s i t u a t i o n s  m e r i ts  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  and may p ro v id e  a  v a lu a b le  

means o f  t e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  s k i l l .

12 GROUP DISCUSSION 

1 2 :1  INTRODUCTION

Group d is c u s s io n  i s  one o f  th e  m ost r e c e n t  and l e s s  w id e ly  u sed  

in n o v a tio n s  in  o r a l  exam in ing . None o f  th e  p io n e e r in g  p u b lic  ex am in a tio n s  

u sed  t h i s  m ethod. In  f a c t ,  o f  th e  tw e lv e  o r a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  u se  p r i o r  to  

1965 , in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  s u rv e y , o n ly  one in c lu d e d  group d is c u s s io n .  The
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ex am in a tio n  in  q u e s tio n  was th e  e x p e r im e n ta l t e s t  b a t t e r y  d e v ise d  by th e  

M ancheste r R esearch  P r o je c t  in  th e  1960 ’s .  T h is was t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  m e th o d 's  

developm ent p r i o r  t o  19^5 in  t h a t  i t  was s m a l l - s c a le  and e x p e r im e n ta l.

T here w ere o th e r  s m e ill- s c a le ,  l o c a l  ex p erim en ts  in c lu d in g  th e  s y l la b u s  

d e v ise d  by th e  S tra d b ro k e  and Stow m arket S chools (se e  H olbrook and 

O 'M alley , 19 6 4 ). T h is  s y l la b u s  r e q u ir e d  c a n d id a te s ,  in  groups o f  f o u r ,  to  

.d is c u s s  t o p i c a l  i s s u e s .  The D orothy  S t r in g e r  S chool in  B rig h to n  a l s o  

ex p erim en ted  w ith  group d is c u s s io n  a llo w in g  c h i ld r e n  t o  g roup th e m se lv es  

a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  to p ic s  w hich th e y  w ish ed  to  d is c u s s .  None o f  th e  l a r g e r ,  

b e t t e r - e s t a b l i s h e d  p u b l ic  ex am in a tio n s  u sed  t h i s  m ethod. T hus, when CSE 

was in t ro d u c e d ,  g roup d is c u s s io n  was som eth ing  o f  an unknown q u a n t i ty .  As 

W ilk in so n  (1965 ) o b se rv ed : "Very l i t t l e  ex p erim en t h as  been  done w ith  such

t e s t s "  ( p p .76- 7 7 )* The f i r s t  NATE B u l l e t i n  (1964) d e s c r ib e d  th e  p ro c e d u re  

u sed  by  th e  S tra d b ro k e  and Stow m arket Schoo ls in  d e t a i l  in  an a t te m p t to  

p u b l i c i s e  t h i s  in n o v a tio n  an d , in  t h i s  way, CSE h e lp e d  to  d is s e m in a te  t h i s  

m ethod. N e v e r th e le s s ,  even u n d er CSE, group d is c u s s io n  rem ained  a l i t t l e -  

u sed  p ro c e d u re . In  1968, H itch m an 's  su rv ey  re v e a le d  t h a t  o f  th e  s ix  

a sse ssm en t te c h n iq u e s  commonly u s e d , o n ly  one ( th e  d e b a te )  was l e s s  w id e ly  

u sed  th a n  group d is c u s s io n .  Less th a n  h a l f  ( i . e .  7) o f  th e  Mode I  E n g lish  

P a n e ls  o p te d  t o  in c lu d e  g roup  d is c u s s io n .  The t r u e  e x te n t  o f  t h e i r  

t e n t a t i v e n e s s  i s  r e v e a le d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n ly  two o f  th e s e  seven  a re a s  

made i t  com pulsory .

The l im i t e d  use  o f  group  d is c u s s io n  was a g r e a t  d isa p p o in tm e n t to  some 

com m entators who re g a rd e d  i t  as an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in t ro d u c e  r a d i c a l  change 

in to  t h i s  l a r g e ly  c o n v e n tio n a l a r e a  o f  t e s t i n g .  T hus, Dixon (1965 ) p r a is e d  

one s y l la b u s  w hich d id  in c lu d e  g roup d is c u s s io n  a s ,  " . . .  a  c o n s id e ra b le  

e f f o r t  t o  b re a k  from  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  sam ple . . .  an im a g in a tiv e  deve lo p m en t, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  group  work" ( p . 3 2 ).

In  th e  e v e n t ,  g roup  d is c u s s io n  has n e v e r become a  w id e ly  u sed  t e s t i n g  

p ro c e d u re  and i t s  f a t e  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s .  For
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many y e a r s ,  i t  was n o t a v a i la b l e  in  th e  Mode I  s y l la b u s  b u t  in  1977, w ith  

th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  d u a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  marks a l lo c a t e d  t o  o r a l  work 

w ere in c re a s e d  from  20% t o  30% and group  d is c u s s io n  was in t ro d u c e d  as an 

o p t io n a l  ite m . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  i t  was o f f e r e d  as an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  t a l k  and c o n v e rs a t io n  and t h a t  th e  rem a in in g  i te m , 

r e a d in g  a lo u d , was as im perv io u s  t o  change as i t  had  e v e r  b e e n . However, 

i t s  in c lu s io n  was s h o r t - l i v e d  b eca u se  i t  was abandoned a f t e r  o n ly  th r e e  

y e a r s .  The d e c is io n  t o  abandon group  d is c u s s io n  r e f l e c t e d  i t s  la c k  o f  

p o p u la r i ty  in  th e  r e g io n .

S in ce  th e  v a lu e  o f  g roup d is c u s s io n  as a  c la ss ro o m  a c t i v i t y  i s  

w id e ly  re c o g n is e d ,  i t  i s  im p o rta n t t o  e x p lo re  th e  re a so n s  why i t  i s  so 

u n p o p u la r  as an exam ining  te c h n iq u e .

1 2 :2  REASONS FOR ITS LACK OF POPULARITY

The e x te n t  o f  i t s  u n p o p u la r i ty  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Q u estio n  19 w hich 

ask ed  re sp o n d e n ts  w hich exam ining  te c h n iq u e  th e y  p r e f e r r e d  (se e  p . 256 fo r  

f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n ) .  The r e s u l t i n g  re sp o n se s  a re  re c o rd e d  below .

QUESTION 19: PREFERRED EXAMINING TECHNIQUE

METHOD____________________________________ RESPONSE

O n e-to -o n e  e x am in a tio n  (4l%)

Group d is c u s s io n  ( 3%)

O ne-to -o n e  + group d is c u s s io n  (19%)

I n d iv id u a l  perfo rm an ce  + p e e r  (
g roup au d ien ce

(27%)S u i t a b i l i t y  o f  m ethods depends 
on i n d i v i d u a l s ’ p e r s o n a l i t i e s

( in v a l id  re sp o n se  ( 5%))

By f a r  th e  l e a s t  p o p u la r  p ro c e d u re  was g roup  d is c u s s io n  w hich o n ly  a  

h a n d fu l  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  (3%) fav o u re d . However, a  more s u b s t a n t i a l  

p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple (19%) w ould have l i k e d  to  use  group d is c u s s io n  in  

co m b in a tio n  w ith  th e  m ost p o p u la r  m ethod: o n e -to -o n e  exam in ing .

E xam inations  B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) came to  s im i la r  c o n c lu s io n s  a rg u in g  th a t
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a l th o u g h , " . . .  th e r e  sh o u ld  he m ore" ( p . l 6 )  o f  i t ,  " . . .  i t  i s  d o u b tfu l i f

th e  g roup d is c u s s io n  m ethod co u ld  be u sed  w ith o u t b e in g  supplem ented  by

o th e r  m ethods" ( p . 2 1 ) .  T o g e th er th e s e  f in d in g s  su g g e s t t h a t  group

d is c u s s io n  i s  m ost a c c e p ta b le  when i t  i s  u sed  a s  p a r t  o f  a t e s t  b a t t e r y .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  was l i t t l e  en th u s ia sm  f o r  t h i s  m ethod o f  exam in ing .

I t  seems t h a t  th e  m ain o b s ta c le  d e t e r r in g  a  g r e a t e r  u se  o f  group

d is c u s s io n  was th e  a ssessm en t d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich i t  p o s e s . T eachers  f e l t

t h a t  o r a l  a sse ssm en t was e x t r a o r d in a r i l y  com plex even on a o n e - to -o n e

b a s i s  and t h a t  to  a t te m p t to  do i t  on a  group b a s i s  w ould sim p ly  compound

th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s :

A ssessm ent o f  o r a l  a b i l i t y  i s  w ith o u t doubt u n r e l i a b le  b ecau se  
o f  ( l )  th e  ephem eral n a tu re  o f  o ra c y  (2) th e  n o n -v e rb a l f a c t o r s  
in v o lv e d  (3) th e  im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a p p e a l o r  r e c a l l  (4) th e  v e ry  
c o m p lex ity  o f  th e  f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d . A ll o f  th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a r e  compounded by an a t te m p t to  do i t  in  a  group s i t u a t i o n .

(QOOl)

When y o u 'v e  g o t a  group r a t h e r  th a n  an in d iv id u a l ,  th e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  you have w ith  an  in d iv id u a l  a re  m u l t ip l ie d .  (102)

The group d is c u s s io n  i s  a  v e ry  com plex m ethod o f  a s s e s sm e n t, 
a lm o st im p o ss ib le  to  a s s e s s  a c c u r a te ly .  (Q364)

I f  one i s  t o  a s s e s s  o r a l  p erfo rm ance  p r o p e r ly ,  s u f f i c i e n t  tim e  
m ust be g iv e n  to  each  c a n d id a te  on a o n e - to -o n e  b a s i s .  I t  would 
be d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s  group p erfo rm ance  and o b se rv e  th e  
n e c e s s a ry  c r i t e r i a .  (Q619)

I  am m ost unhappy abou t th e  group d is c u s s io n  m ethod. How i s  i t  
p o s s ib le  to  a s s e s s  s e v e r a l  p e o p le  a t  th e  same tim e?  (Q34i )

102 i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  co m p lex ity  o f  th e  p roblem  when he re c o u n te d  an

e x p e r ie n c e  a t  a  NATE c o n fe re n c e  in  w hich a  group o f  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r a l

exam iners  t r i e d  to  mark a  v id e o - ta p e d  group d is c u s s io n :

. . .  when we g o t t o  th e  end o f  th e  ta p e  we d is c o v e re d  th a t  we 
c o u ld n 't  even a g re e  on th e  number o f  c o n t r ib u t io n s  t h a t  each  
p e rso n  had m ade. I t  v a r ie d  from  e ig h t  to  fo u r te e n  b ecau se  
im m ed ia te ly  you were w ondering  w hether th e y  had  to  speak a 
se n te n c e  f o r  t h a t  to  be a c o n t r ib u t io n ,  w hether "Oh!" o r  "R ubbish" 
was a  c o n t r ib u t io n  . . .  I f  a  group o f  e x p e r ie n c e d  p eo p le  c a n 't  
even a g re e  on th e  number o f  c o n t r ib u t io n s  and y o u 'v e  g o t f iv e  o r  
s ix  o th e r  c r i t e r i a  to  a p p ly  t o  each  c o n t r ib u t io n ,  how on e a r th  do 
you s t a r t  t o  be r e l i a b l e ?  T h is  i s  how com plex t h a t  m a tte r  i s .

Clearly, many of the respondents regarded assessment in a group setting as
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a r e c ip e  f o r  u n r e l i a b i l i t y .

12 :3  THE ROLE OF THE EXAMINER

One o f  th e  draw backs o f  th e  o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e rs a t io n  i s  t h a t  th e  

exam iner i s  p e r s o n a l ly  in v o lv e d  in  t h a t  w hich he a s s e s s e s  m aking i t  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him to  d ev o te  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  to  a s se s sm e n t. In  th e o ry  

t h i s  p rob lem  sh o u ld  be e a se d  in  th e  group s e t t i n g  b eca u se  th e r e  a r e  many 

more p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Once th e  d is c u s s io n  h as  g a in e d  momentum, an exam iner 

ought to  be f r e e d  from  th e  need  to  make f re q u e n t c o n t r ib u t io n s  and sh o u ld  

be a b le  t o  c o n c e n tr a te  on a s se s sm e n t. In  p r a c t i c e ,  how ever, c a n d id a te s  

f r e q u e n t ly  r e l y  on th e  exam iner t o  s u s t a in  th e  d is c u s s io n  and t r e a t  him a s

th e  fo cu s  o f  t h e i r  t a l k .  Thus, th e  exam iner who to o k  p a r t  in  E xam inations

B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) n o te d  t h a t  : "C a n d id a te s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  speak  to  me o r

th ro u g h  me" ( p . 15) and c o n fe s se d  t h a t :

" I  was re a s o n a b ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  
c a n d id a te s  in  th e  e a r l y  g roups u n t i l  my o b s e rv e r  p o in te d  o u t 
t h a t  th e  p a t t e r n  was o f  a g e n t ly  p ro b in g  q u e s tio n  and ex ten d ed  
r e p ly  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  a  d is c u s s io n .  I  a t te m p te d  t o  make p l a in  to  
fo llo w in g  g roups . . .  t h a t  th e y  w ould be en cou raged  to  t a l k  to  
each  o th e r  w ith o u t r e f e r e n c e  t o  me". ( p .15)

In  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  th e  o b s e rv e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t :

" . . .  i t  p ro v ed  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t any d is c u s s io n  g o in g  and  i t  
g e n e r a l ly  rem ained  an o r a l  ex am in a tio n  in  w hich th e  c h i ld r e n  
answ ered  th e  e x a m in e r 's  q u e s t io n s " .  ( p .15)

T h is  p a t t e r n ,  o f  th e  exam iner d i r e c t i n g  th e  t a l k  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  

q u e s tio n s  and th e  c a n d id a te s  r e ly in g  on him and l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  p a r t  t o  

su p p ly in g  an sw e rs , h as  a  f a m i l i a r  r in g  to  i t .  S im ila r  b e h a v io u r  em erged as 

a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e rs a t io n  (se e  S e c tio n  1 1 :3 ) .  In  b o th  

c a s e s ,  th e  b e h a v io u r  seems c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  th e  c la ss ro o m  s te r e o ty p e s  

i d e n t i f i e d  by B arnes (1969 , 1 9 7 6 ). I t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  t h i s  

p a t t e r n  o f  b e h a v io u r  sh o u ld  emerge in  th e  group d is c u s s io n  b eca u se  c h i ld r e n  

a re  f a m i l i a r  w ith  b e in g  in  a group s i t u a t i o n  dom inated  by  a  t e a c h e r 's  t a l k .  

The f a c t  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  e x p re s s ly  i n s t r u c t e d  to  d is c u s s  a  to p ic  am ongst
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th e m se lv e s  sh o u ld  r e l y  on th e  a d u l t  p r e s e n t  i l l u s t r a t e s  how d e e p ly -  

e n g ra in e d  th e s e  s te r e o ty p e d  r o le s  a r e .  M oreover, t h i s  b e h a v io u r  a p p e a rs  

to  be j u s t  as e n g ra in e d  in  ex am in ers . T hus, th e  exam iner in  E xam inations 

B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) a d m itte d  t h a t  he was unaware t h a t  he had la p s e d  in to  a 

q u e s t i o n in g - c o n t r o l l in g  r o l e  u n t i l  t h i s  was p o in te d  o u t to  him by  h i s  

o b s e rv e r .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  su c c e ss  o f  th e s e  t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u re s  i s  

s t r o n g ly  l in k e d  t o  th e  k in d  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  p u p i l s  and te a c h e r s  a r e  u sed  to  

engag ing  in  in  th e  c la ss ro o m . In d e e d , th e r e  was ev id en ce  in  E xam inations 

B u l l e t in  11 (1966) t h a t  w here sc h o o ls  u sed  th e s e  p ro c e d u re s  a s  a  norm al 

p a r t  o f  t h e i r  w ork, th e  t e s t s  w ere more s u c c e s s f u l  (s e e  p . 1 5 ) . T hus, i f  

group d is c u s s io n  and  c o n v e rs a t io n  a re  to  p la y  a  more m e an in g fu l r o l e  in  th e  

t e s t i n g  o f  spoken E n g l is h ,  th e  s t a r t i n g  p la c e  f o r  re fo rm  m ust be th e  

c la ssro o m .

I t  i s  n o t o n ly  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  t e s t  w hich i s  th r e a te n e d  by th e  

te n d en cy  to  la p s e  in to  th e  in te rv ie w  mode. An exam iner who has  become th e  

f o c a l  p o in t  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  may become so p re o c c u p ie d  w ith  d i r e c t i n g  i t  

t h a t  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  make an a sse ssm en t may be s e r io u s ly  underm ined . 

A d m itte d ly , t h i s  i s  a l s o  a  d i f f i c u l t y  in  th e  p r iv a t e  c o n v e rs a t io n  b u t in  a 

group d is c u s s io n ,  w here an exam iner may need  to  make f iv e  o r  s ix  t im e s  a s  

many s e p a ra te  a s s e s sm e n ts , th e  p rob lem  i s  m a g n if ie d .

Group d is c u s s io n  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  a n o th e r  " fu n d am en ta l c o n t r a d ic t io n "  

(A lle n , 1977 , p . 15) in  o r a l  exam in ing . Most E n g lish  te a c h e r s  have had th e  

s a t i s f y i n g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  a  d is c u s s io n  in  c l a s s  w hich g a th e r s  

momentum and becomes c a p a b le  o f  s u s t a in in g  i t s e l f  w ith o u t t h e i r  s u p p o r t.  

When t h i s  h a p p e n s , m ost te a c h e r s  a re  g la d  to  r e l i n q u i s h  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  

d ia lo g u e  t o  t h e i r  p u p i l s .  L ik ew ise , when t h i s  te c h n iq u e  i s  c a r r i e d  ov er 

in to  th e  e x a m in a tio n , i t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  d is c u s s io n  w i l l  g e n e ra te  i t s  own 

dynamic and t h a t  th e  exam iner w i l l  be a b le  to  fa d e  in to  th e  backg round . 

However, t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  c o n fu s io n  w hich can o ccu r when an a c t i v i t y  

w hich i s  v a lu a b le  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  i s  c a r r i e d  o v e r in to  th e  ex am in a tio n
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room. There i s  a  fu n d am en ta l c o n t r a d ic t io n  betw een  th e  e x a m in e r 's  d e s i r e  

to  become as  u n o b tru s iv e  a s  p o s s ib le  and th e  need  f o r  him to  im pose h is  

a u t h o r i ty  on th e  d is c u s s io n  in  o rd e r  to  make i t  a  f a i r  t e s t  f o r  a l l  

co n ce rn ed . W hereas th e  c l a s s  te a c h e r  may be c o n te n t t o  a llo w  c e r t a i n  

p u p i l s  to  dom inate th e  d is c u s s io n  knowing t h a t  he w i l l  be a b le  t o  p ro v id e  

o th e r  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  le s s - fo r th c o m in g  s tu d e n ts  to  t a l k  abou t d i f f e r e n t  

i s s u e s  and in  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  f o r  th e  ex am in er, th e  g roup d is c u s s io n  

i s  p a r t  o f  a  "one sh o t sudden d e a th "  ex am in a tio n  (R ow lands, 197^ , P- 87 ) 

and i t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  he sh o u ld  a p p o r t io n  th e  t a l k  f a i r l y  betw een th e  

c a n d id a te s .  The f a c t  t h a t  he s ta g e  d i r e c t s  th e  d is c u s s io n  means t h a t  he i s  

im posing  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  on i t .  No m a tte r  how s k i l f u l l y  he r e d i r e c t s  th e  

d ia lo g u e  and no m a t te r  how u n o b tru s iv e ly  he draws r e t i r i n g  c a n d id a te s  in to  

th e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  he i s  s t i l l  e x e r t in g  a  s u b t le  form  o f  c o n t ro l  o v e r i t .  

T h is i s  bound to  hamper th e  n a t u r a l  grow th  o f  d is c u s s io n  and t o  encou rage  

d e fe re n c e  to  him . T h is  c o n t r a d ic to r y  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) w here th e  hope t h a t  th e  ex am in e r, " . . .  

sh o u ld  be a b le  t o  behave more o r  l e s s  a s  a  s p e c ta to r "  ( p .15) was 

ju x ta p o s e d  w ith  th e  ad m issio n  t h a t  i t  would b e ,  " . . .  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  

e n t ic e  th e  t im id  in to  th e  ru s h  o f  t a l k "  ( p .1 5 ) . L ik e w ise , th e  exam iner 

i n s t r u c t e d  th e  c a n d id a te s  " . . .  ' t o  t a l k  to  each  o th e r  w ith o u t r e f e r e n c e  to  

m e '"  ( p . 1 5 ) and y e t  i t  was conceded t h a t ,  " . . .  th e  exam iner was o f te n  

o b lig e d  to  c o n t r o l  d is c u s s io n  in  o rd e r  t o  m a in ta in  i t "  ( p . l 6 ) .  I t  seems 

t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  d is c re p a n c y  in h e re n t  in  group d is c u s s io n  a s  a t e s t i n g  

p ro c e d u re . The r o l e  w hich an exam iner must p la y  in  i t s  assessm en t 

underm ines i t s  g row th  a s  a  gen u in e  exchange betw een p e e r s .

F u rth e rm o re , r a t h e r  th a n  r e l e a s in g  th e  exam iner to  c o n c e n tra te  on h i s  

a s s e s sm e n t, i t  may make even g r e a t e r  demands th a n  th e  o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e rsa 

t i o n .  The a d m in is t r a t iv e  demands a re  c o n s id e ra b le :  n o t o n ly  m ust th e

exam iner s u s t a in  th e  flow  o f  sp eech , he m ust a l s o  d e v is e  ways o f  draw ing 

r e t i r i n g  c a n d id a te s  in to  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  and l i m i t i n g  th e  p a r t  p la y e d  by
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o u tsp o k en  c a n d id a te s .  Some re sp o n d e n ts  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  f a i r  

a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a group d is c u s s io n  makes l a r g e  c la im s on th e  exami n e r 's  

s k i l l :

G rea t s k i l l  i s  needed  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  exam iner to  g iv e  a l l  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  e q u a l o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e x p re s s  t h e i r  id e a s .  (Q I56 )

E x am inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) a l s o  p in p o in te d  t h i s  as a so u rc e  o f  g r e a t

d i f f i c u l t i e s  :

The e x a m in e r 's  r e p o r t  ad m irab ly  p r e s e n ts  th e  v e ry  d e l i c a t e  
p roblem s o f  a d ju s tm e n t and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a t t e n t i o n  n eed e d , 
p roblem s w hich make a ssessm en t ex tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  when th e r e  i s  
so  much e l s e  t o  be  b o rn e  in  m ind. ( p p . l 5- l 6 )

C le a r ly ,  th e  g r e a t e r  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  b u rd e n , th e  more d i f f i c u l t  a s s e s s 

ment becom es. S in ce  g roup d is c u s s io n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  

a d m in is te r ,  i t  fo llo w s  t h a t  i t s  a sse ssm en t i s  a l s o  p e c u l i a r l y  d i f f i c u l t .  As 

I n g l i s  (1966 ) o b se rv e d :

. . .  a l l  th e  onus f a l l s  on th e  te a c h e r -e x a m in e r  . . .  he m ust 
m o b il is e  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  encou rage  th e  t im id ,  c o n t r o l  th e  
e x u b e ra n t and th e  w hole tim e  be as u n o b tru s iv e  as p o s s i b le .
T h is ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t o  r e q u i r e  no more th a n  t h a t  he behave as a 
good te a c h e r  alw ays s h o u ld , b u t i f  he i s  a l s o  exam ining  th e n  th e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  become more p e c u l i a r .  He i s  th e n  o b l ig e d  to  
p ro v id e  everyone w ith  a  more o r  l e s s  e q u a l sh a re  in  th e  c o n v e rsa 
t i o n  w ith o u t a llo w in g  i t  t o  re v o lv e  around  h im s e lf .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a sse ssm en t a re  a c u te  . . .  ( p . 2 2 2 )

The in t e r p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i s  a n o th e r  exam ple o f  th e  way in  w hich

prob lem s fa c e d  in  th e  o n e - to -o n e  t e s t  a re  compounded in  a  group t e s t .  T his

was found to  b e ,  " . . .  a  m ajo r so u rc e  o f  e r r o r "  (H itchm an, 1966, p . 4 l )  in

o n e - to -o n e  c o n v e rs a t io n  t e s t s  b u t  i t  i s  bound t o  be more p ro b le m a tic a l  when

th e r e  a r e  f iv e  o r  more p eo p le  in v o lv e d  in  th e  d is c u s s io n .  C le a r ly ,  many o f

th e  p roblem s r a i s e d  by g roup d is c u s s io n  a re  n o t d i f f e r e n t  in  k in d  t o  th o s e

c r e a te d  by o th e r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s  b u t th e  s c a le  on w hich th e y

o ccu r m a g n if ie s  t h e i r  co m p le x ity ,

12:4  THE POSITIVÉ FEATURES OF GROUP DISCUSSION

One ad v an tag e  o f  g roup d is c u s s io n  i s  t h a t  b eca u se  i t  o ccu rs  n a t u r a l l y  

in  everyday  l i f e . ,  i t  h as a good l e v e l  o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y .  M oreover, th e
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p ro s p e c t  o f  p e rfo rm in g  a lo n e  b e fo re  an exam iner may be more d a u n tin g  th a n  

b e in g  a llo w ed  to  c o n t r ib u te  from  w ith in  th e  s u p p o r tiv e  fram ew o rk .o f th e  

p e e r  g ro u p . T h is  was p e rc e iv e d  as one o f  th e  s t r e n g th s  o f  group 

d is c u s s io n :

One v a lu a b le  a d d i t io n  was th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  . . .  g roup d is c u s s io n  
. . .  in s te a d  o f  m ere ly  th e  o n e - to -o n e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t e a c h e r -  
exam iner and p u p i l  w h ic h , t o  my m ind , i s  a  b i t  u n n a tu r a l .  (IIO )

112 was o f  a  s im i la r  o p in io n . He fa v o u re d  th e  g roup s e t t i n g  b e c a u se  he

f e l t  t h a t  in  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l ,  o n e - to -o n e  t e s t ,  " . . .  n e rv e s  and th e

s tra n g e n e s s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  mean t h a t  th e y  do n o t ,  in  f a c t ,  p e rfo rm  as w e l l

as th e y  m ig h t."  Whereas l e s s  n a t u r a l  t e s t s  such  as re a d in g  a lo u d  and g iv in g

a t a l k  w ere n o te d  f o r  awkwardness and s t i l t e d  sp e e c h , g roup d is c u s s io n  was

found to :

. . .  combat w hat may be th o u g h t o f  as th e  d i s t a s t e f u l  " a r t i f i c i a l 
i t y "  o f  c e r t a i n  o th e r  p ro c e d u re s  . . .  Group d is c u s s io n  commends 
i t s e l f  as e n co u ra g in g  a  " n a tu r a l "  argum ent betw een  c o n tem p o ra rie s
. . .  ( i t )  can encou rage  a  d e s i r a b le  e n e rg y , freedom  and warmth
s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  more t o t a l l y  l o s t  in  t h i s  th a n  in  any o th e r
m ethod. (E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 1 , 1966, p p . l4  and l6 )

A no ther p o s i t i v e  f e a tu r e  o f  group d is c u s s io n  w hich h e lp s  t o  r e l a x  th e  

atm osphere  i s  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  t e s t .  B ecause a  group o f  c a n d id a te s  i s  

a s s e s s e d  s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  t e s t  can be in c r e a s e d .  As 112 

p o in te d  o u t :  " . . .  b eca u se  you w ere d e a l in g  w ith  f iv e  p eo p le  a t  o n c e , you 

co u ld  a llo w  th r e e  q u a r te r s  o f  an h o u r ."  T h is c o n t r a s t s  w ith  th e  n e c e s s a ry  

b r e v i t y  o f  a o n e - to -o n e  t e s t  w hich i t  i s  im p ra c t ic a b le  t o  ex te n d  much beyond 

te n  m in u te s . T hus, an exam iner m ust accom plish  a  g r e a t  d e a l  in  a  s h o r t  space  

o f  t im e . In  o rd e r  to  a s s e s s  th e  c a n d id a te ’s l i n g u i s t i c  com petence, he must 

e s t a b l i s h  a  r a p p o r t  w ith  h im . T his means r e la x in g  nervous c a n d id a te s  and 

"draw ing  o u t"  shy  ones in  a d d i t io n  to  i n i t i a t i n g  a s e r io u s  c o n v e r s a t io n .  A ll  

o f  t h i s  m ust be a c h ie v e d  in  th e  f iv e  o r  so m inu tes  w hich a re  n o rm ally  

a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n  and t h i s  p la c e s  an enormous b u rd en  on th e  

s k i l l  and t a c t  o f  th e  ex am in er.

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  d is c u s s io n  ta k e s  p la c e  betw een  p e e rs  i s  a l s o



310

im p o r ta n t .  A c a n d id a te 's  co n te m p o ra rie s  w i l l  be q u ic k  t o  p o in t  o u t

i r r a t i o n a l  o r  in c o n s i s t e n t  argum ents . T h e re fo re ,  th e  need  to  a rg u e

c l e a r l y  and j u s t i f y  o n e 's  s ta n d p o in t  i s  t h a t  much k e e n e r  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f

p e e r s .  The " c u t and t h r u s t "  o f  a l i v e l y  d is c u s s io n  am ongst c o n te m p o ra rie s

can p ro v id e  an a c id  t e s t  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l 's  l i n g u i s t i c  com petence. As

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966 ) rem arked  :

Group d is c u s s io n  commends i t s e l f  as en co u ra g in g  a  " n a tu r a l "  
argum ent betw een  c o n te m p o ra rie s  . . .  In  such  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  as 
argum ent g a th e r s  momentum, th e n  f lu e n c y ,  v ig o u r  and v a r i e ty  
sh o u ld  in c re a s e  w ith  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n .  ( p p .l4 -1 5 )

Thus, a  s u c c e s s f u l  group d is c u s s io n  sh o u ld  show how w e l l  a  c a n d id a te  can

e x p la in  o r  j u s t i f y  h i s  s ta n d p o in t .  I t  sh o u ld  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him  to  r e l y

on p re p a re d  s ta te m e n ts  and so  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  u se  lan g u ag e  to  cope w ith  th e

e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e  moment sh o u ld  be  c l e a r ly  r e v e a le d .  As 101 p o in te d  o u t ,  i t

i s  a l s o  im p o r ta n t f o r  p u p i l s  t o  l e a r n  th e  s o c i a l  s k i l l s  w hich a re  t e s t e d

by a  g roup  d is c u s s io n :

. . .  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t t h a t  p u p il s  . . .  l e a r n  th e  e t i q u e t t e  o f  group 
d is c u s s io n  and th e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  go w ith  i t  l i k e  to l e r a n c e  o f  
o th e r  p e o p le 's  p o in ts  o f  view  and th e  c a p a c i ty  to  e x p re s s  t h e i r  
own p o in t  o f  view  in  as fo rm id a b le  a way as th e y  can .

A lthough m ost re sp o n d e n ts  ag ree d  t h a t  g roup  d is c u s s io n  was p e c u l i a r l y

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s , th e r e  w ere some argum ents in  fa v o u r  o f  i t  as an

assessm en t p ro c e d u re . For i n s t a n c e ,  when ask ed  w h eth er he th o u g h t t h a t  g roup

d is c u s s io n  was more d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  th a n  o n e -to -o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  112

r e p l i e d :

I  th in k  t h e y 'r e  b o th  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s  b u t i f  y o u 'v e  g o t 
f iv e  p eo p le  in v o lv e d , i t ' s  much e a s i e r  to  p u t th o s e  f iv e  in  a  ran k  
o r d e r .  The d i f f i c u l t y  th e n  i s  t o  t i e  t h a t  ran k  o rd e r  in  w ith  a l l  
th e  o th e r  l i t t l e  groups t h a t  you have a s s e s s e d  b u t I  w ould have 
th o u g h t t h a t  i t  was no more d i f f i c u l t  th a n  in  th e  p r e s e n t  method 
o f  in d iv id u a l  in t e r v ie w s .

T hus, th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r a t e  a  number o f  c a n d id a te s  s im u lta n e o u s ly  and

re a c h  a  " w ith in  group" o rd e r  i s  an ad v an tag e  o f  a s s e s s in g  in  a  g roup  s e t t i n g .

In  c o n t r a s t ,  when an exam iner a s s e s s e s  each  c a n d id a te  in d e p e n d e n tly ,  by th e

tim e  he re a c h e s  th e  s i x t h  c a n d id a te ,  h i s  memory o f  th e  f i r s t  c a n d id a te 's
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perfo rm an ce  may have become b lu r r e d .

D e sp ite  i t s  ex trem e u n p o p u la r i ty ,  g roup  d is c u s s io n  does have some

p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s .  P erhaps th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  t r i b u t e  o f  a l l  came

from  a group o f  c a n d id a te s  who had  e x p e r ie n c e d  group d is c u s s io n :

. . .  th e  m a jo r i ty  seemed a t  e a se  and answ ers to  o u r e n q u i r ie s  
su g g e s te d  t h a t  many had  en jo y ed  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  and had  n o t 
found i t  i n h i b i t i n g .  ( E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 1 , 1966 , p . 15)

12 :5 CONCLUDING REMARKS

Group d is c u s s io n  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  dilemma w hich i s  c e n t r a l  t o  so  much o f  

E n g lish  betw een  t h a t  w hich i s  v a lu a b le  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  and t h a t  w hich 

r a i s e s  p roblem s f o r  a s s e s sm e n t. Group d is c u s s io n  u n d o u b te d ly  r a i s e s  many o f  

th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p roblem s o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a c u te  form  in  t h a t  th e  p roblem s a re  s im i la r  in  k in d  b u t  g r e a t e r  in  

m a g n itu d e . N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  does d is p la y  some p o s i t i v e  f e a t u r e s .  D e sp ite  

en u m era tin g  i t s  d raw backs. E xam inations B u l l e t i n  11 (1966) co n c lu d ed  t h a t  

i t  co u ld  be b o th  " d e s i r a b le  and p r o f i t a b l e "  ( p . l 6 )  and t h a t ,  " . . .  th e r e  

sh o u ld  be more o f  i t "  ( p . l 6 ) .  At th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  sc h o o ls  w hich a re  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t th e  approach  sh o u ld  have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  u se  i t .  As 

110 a rg u ed :

A lthough  i t  h as  n o t been  u sed  e x t e n s iv e ly ,  as f a r  as I  know in  
th e  r e g io n ,  I  th in k  i t  i s  som eth ing  w hich ought to  be t h e r e .

1 3 . THE CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT OF ORACY 

1 3 :1  INTRODUCTION

One o f  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  in n o v a tio n s  p io n e e re d  by CSE was 

c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. In d e e d , Dixon (19TT) re g a rd e d  i t  a s :  " . . .  th e  main 

new c o n t r ib u t io n  from  th e  ex p erim en t o f  th e  l a s t  decade" ( p . 8 ) .  However, 

in  1965 , i t  was som eth ing  o f  an unknown q u a n t i ty .  In  com paring i t  w ith  

c o n v e n tio n a l e x am in a tio n s  and o b je c t iv e  t e s t s ,  E g g le s to n  (1 9 6 t)  d e s c r ib e d  

i t  a s :  " . . .  l e a s t  im plem ented and l e a s t  w ell-know n" ( p .6 0 ) .  I t s  a p p l ic a t io n
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to  o ra c y  was e s p e c i a l l y  n o v e l s in c e  o r a l  ex a m in a tio n s  w ere th e m se lv e s  a t  

an e x p e r im e n ta l s ta g e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  w ere some o p in io n  le a d e r s  who 

f e l t  t h a t  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t had  an im p o rta n t r o le  t o  p la y  in  spoken 

E n g lis h . For in s ta n c e ,  th e  NATE docum ent. C r i t e r i a  Of S uccess in  E n g lis h  

(1965 ) ,  a rg u ed ;

. . .  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  scheme f o r  th e  a ssessm en t o f  o r a l  work w i l l  
a lm o st c e r t a i n l y  need  to  ta k e  th e  form, o f  a c u m u la tiv e  i n t e r n a l  
a sse ssm en t o f  speech  in  i t s  n a t u r a l  u se s  th ro u g h o u t th e  f i f t h  
y e a r ,  com plem ented by  e x t e r n a l l y  m o dera ted  t e s t s  in  th e  co u rse  
o f  th e  y e a r .  ( p . 32)

M oreover, i t  was e x tre m e ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  c o n v e n tio n a l t e s t i n g  te c h n iq u e s

d e s c r ib in g  them  as  " u n n e c e s sa ry " , "d an g ero u s"  and  " to o  l im i te d "  ( p . 3 0 ).

E xam inations B u l l e t i n  1 (1963) was much more g u ard ed  in  i t s  a p p ro v a l o f

c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. I t  conceded t h a t :

Some p e o p le  w ould c la im  t h a t  in  many ways c o u rse  work i s  th e  
b e t t e r  t e s t  o f  a  p u p i l ’ s a b i l i t y  s in c e  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  
more r e l i a b l e  and v a l i d  th a n  a once f o r  a l l  e x a m in a tio n . ( p . 22)

However, i t s  to n e  was c a u t io u s  and a g a in s t  th e s e  ad v an tag es  were p la c e d :

" . . .  th e  o bv ious d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  c o m p a ra b il i ty  and th e

op tim ism  o f  some te a c h e r s  abou t t h e i r  own p u p i l s ’ s ta n d a rd s "  ( p . 2 2 ) .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  acknow ledged t h a t  in  s u b je c t s  o f  a t r a n s i t o r y  n a tu r e ,

co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t had a  p a r t  t o  p la y  (se e  p . 2 2 ) .

From th e  o u t s e t ,  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t p la y e d  a p a r t  in  th e  Mode I

o r a l  ex am in a tio n  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion . L ike re a d in g  a lo u d , i t  i s  an

elem en t w hich h as  s u rv iv e d  a l l  r a d i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  Mode I  s y lla b u s

and i t s  d e t a i l s  have rem ained  v i r t u a l l y  u n a l te r e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r s .

One change w hich i t  has e x p e r ie n c e d  i s  an in c re a s e  in  i t s  mark w e ig h tin g .

In  th e  o r i g i n a l  s y l la b u s ,  i t  a c c o u n te d  f o r  a q u a r te r  o f  th e  marks a l lo c a t e d

to  o ra c y  ( i . e .  5 marks o u t o f  2 0 ) . However, in  1977, due to  th e

r e o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  th e  E n g lish  s y l la b u s  in to  s e p a ra te  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e

s y l la b u s e s ,  th e  m arks aw arded f o r  spoken E n g lish  w ere in c re a s e d  from  20 to

30 . F iv e  o f  th e s e  e x t r a  m arks were g iv e n  to  th e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r 's  a ssessm en t

w hich has acc o u n ted  f o r  one t h i r d  o f  th e  o r a l  a sse ssm en t s in c e  t h a t  tim e .
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The a p p l ic a t io n  o f  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t to  spoken E n g lish  

r e p r e s e n te d  a f r e s h  d e p a r tu re  in  1965 h u t te a c h e r s  in  th e  E a s t M idland 

Region now have many y e a r s '  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h i s  p ro ced u re  b e h in d  them . 

T h e re fo re ,  i t  seems t im e ly  to  e n q u ire  how t h i s  p ro c e d u re  h a s  w orked o u t 

in  p r a c t i c e .

13 :2  GENERAL ATTITUDES TO THIS PROCEDURE

Q u es tio n  22 p ro v id e d  a  b ro a d  in d i c a t io n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  to w ard s t h i s

p ro c e d u re . I t  s t a t e d :

The c l a s s  te a c h e r  h as  te n  marks o u t o f  a  t o t a l  o f  t h i r t y  m arks 
in  th e  Mode I  o r a l  a sse ssm en t a l lo c a t e d  f o r  h i s / h e r  e v a lu a t io n  
o f  a c a n d id a te 's  o r a l  perfo rm an ce  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rs e .  T h is  
a l l o c a t i o n :

( i )  r e p r e s e n ts  an ad eq u a te  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  mark

( i i )  sh o u ld  be in c re a s e d

( i i i )  sh o u ld  be d e c re a se d

The fo rm at o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n  was s im i la r  t o  t h a t  o f  Q u estio n  21 w hich d e a l t

w ith  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards th e  mark w e ig h tin g  o f  o racy  in  g e n e r a l .  S in ce  th e

q u e s tio n  fo rm a ts  w ere s i m i l a r ,  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  com pare th e  re sp o n s e s

on each q u e s t io n .  T h is d em o n stra ted  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  s a m p le 's

a t t i t u d e s  tow ards  th e  w e ig h tin g  o f  o r a l  work in  g e n e ra l  and o f  co n tin u o u s

assessm en t in  p a r t i c u l a r .  The r e s u l t i n g  re sp o n se s  a re  re c o rd e d  b e lo w .

30^ FOR ORAL 10% FOR CONTINUOUS 
EXAMINATION__________ ASSESSMENT

ADEQUATE 59% 55%

INCREASE 5% 23%

DECREASE 34% 19%

(INVALID RESPONSE 2% 3%)

The d i f f e r e n c e s  on th e  f i r s t  c a te g o ry  (ad eq u a te  mark w e ig h tin g )  w ere 

n e g l ig ib l e ;  s im i la r  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  th e  sam ple f e l t  t h a t  th e  mark w e ig h tin g s  

w ere ad eq u a te  f o r  th e  ex am in a tio n  as a  w hole and f o r  th e  c o n tin u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  e le m e n t. More s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  em erged o v e r th e  n e x t two 

c a t e g o r ie s .  Only a  t i n y  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  (5%) w ish ed  t o
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in c r e a s e  th e  mark w e ig h tin g  f o r  o racy  in  g e n e ra l  com pared w ith  a  much 

l a r g e r  group  (23%) who w ished  to  in c re a s e  th e  w e ig h tin g  o f  th e  c o n t in u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  com ponent. F u rth e rm o re , a s u b s t a n t i a l  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  

re sp o n d e n ts  (34%) th o u g h t t h a t  th e  mark f o r  th e  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  ought to  

be d e c re a se d  w hereas l e s s  th a n  a f i f t h  (19%) w anted  th e  marks a l lo c a t e d  to  

co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t to  be  re d u c e d . O v e ra ll  th e s e  re sp o n se s  su g g e s te d  

t h a t  th e  sam ple fa v o u re d  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as an approach  t o  o r a l  

exam in ing  and i t s  p o p u la r i ty ,  r e l a t i v e ,  t o  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l exam ining  

p ro c e d u re , was amply d e m o n s tra te d . These f in d in g s  a re  c o n s i s te n t  w ith  th e  

d e c is io n  t o  a l l o c a t e  e x t r a  m arks t o  th e  t e a c h e r ’ s a sse ssm en t a t  th e  tim e  o f  

th e  r e o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  th e  E n g lish  s y l la b u s  (19TT). H a lf  o f  th e  a d d i t io n a l  

marks a l l o t t e d  t o  o racy  w ere g iv e n  to  th e  c o u rse  a sse ssm en t w hich h ad  th e  

e f f e c t  o f  u p g ra d in g  i t  w i th in  th e  s y l la b u s  ( i . e .  from  a mark w e ig h tin g  o f  

25% to  one o f  33%).

13 :3  EVIDENCE OF DISSATISFACTION

D e sp ite  th e  fa v o u ra b le  a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t r e v e a le d  

by Q u estio n  2 2 , th e  g e n e ra l  te n o r  o f  th e  w r i t t e n  comments was c r i t i c a l .

Of th o s e  re s p o n d e n ts  who v o lu n te e re d  comments on t h i s  com ponent, th e  v a s t  

m a jo r i ty  w ere d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t .  I n i t i a l l y  t h i s  d is c re p a n c y  betw een  th e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta  came as a  s u r p r i s e .  However, much o f  th e  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  d e r iv e d  n o t from  th e  in h e re n t  n a tu re  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a s s e s s 

ment b u t  from  th e  way in  w hich i t  had  been  p u t in to  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  E as t 

M idland R eg ion . T h is may, in  p a r t ,  e x p la in  th e  d is c re p a n c y  betw een  th e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  and th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a ta .  I t  seems t h a t  w h ile  many te a c h e r s  

w ere com m itted  to  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t in  p r i n c i p l e ,  some w ere 

d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  way in  w hich i t  had been  t r a n s l a t e d  in to  p r a c t i c e  

in  th e  E a s t M idland R eg ion .

A lthough  th e  co u rse  a sse ssm en t a c c o u n ts  f o r  a t h i r d  o f  th e  m arks 

a l lo c a t e d  t o  o ra c y , i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  unm odera ted . A d m itte d ly , th e  CSE
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r e g u la t io n s  a llo w  f o r  up t o  10% o f  th e  t o t a l  mark t o  he unm odera ted ;

n e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h i s  was th e  p r i n c i p a l  co m p la in t a g a in s t  t h i s  com ponent:

I  am u n su re  abou t th e  a l l o c a t io n  o f  10% t o  th e  te a c h e r  f o r  o r a l  
c o n t r ib u t io n  . . ,  many te a c h e r s  abuse t h i s  f a c i l i t y  in  my 
o p in io n . (Q214)

10% t e a c h e r ’s c o n t r ib u t io n  w id e ly  m isu sed . (Q212)

The c la s s  t e a c h e r ’s a sse ssm en t i s  open to  ab u se ; i t  sh o u ld  be 
d is p e n se d  w ith  as soon as p o s s ib le .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  m arks 
aw arded by  in d iv id u a l  te a c h e r s  (even  a f t e r  i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n ) 
a re  m ost u n r e l i a b l e .  I f  th e  marks w i th in  a  s c h o o l a re  u n r e l i a b l e ,  
th e  m arks betw een  sc h o o ls  a re  v e ry  u n r e l i a b l e .  (Q34i )

I ’m n o t keen  on 10% o r a l  a sse ssm e n ts  t h a t  a re  t o t a l l y  t e a c h e r -  
c o n t r o l le d  w ith o u t m o d e ra tio n . I ’m s u s p ic io u s  w h e th e r p eo p le  do 
g e t  a  good sp re a d  o f  m arks o r ,  i f  th e y  d o , w hat m o tiv es  th e y  u se  
and w hat c r i t e r i a  th e y  adop t in  o b ta in in g  th e s e  marks and I  
d o n ’t  th in k  t h e y ’r e  n e c e s s a r i ly  o r a l  c r i t e r i a .  There a r e  so  many 
o th e r  f a c to r s  w hich can in f lu e n c e  a  t e a c h e r ’s judgem ent on th e  
te n  m arks. ( I l 4 )

I  w ould l i k e  to  red u ce  th e  o r a l  mark to  20 and th e  b i t  t h a t  I  
w ould l i k e  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  i s  th e  unm oderated  t e a c h e r ’ s a s s e s s 
ment . . .  I  th in k  t h a t ’s bound t o  be  u n r e l i a b l e .  (I0 2 )

The c la s s  t e a c h e r ’s 10 o u t o f  30 i s  by d e f i n i t i o n  ( i . e .  n o t 
m odera ted  o r  s ta n d a rd is e d )  u n r e l i a b l e .  I  c o n s id e r  t h a t  any 
p u b l ic  e x am in a tio n  sh o u ld  be above a l l  r e l i a b l e .  (QOOl)

. . .  one t h i r d  o f  th e  o r a l  mark i s  n o t s u b je c t  to  m o d e ra tio n  w hich 
seems t o  me to o  h ig h  a f r a c t i o n  and u n f a i r .  (Q036)

C le a r ly ,  an ite m  w hich i s  unm oderated  i s  l i k e l y  t o  command l e s s  r e s p e c t

am ongst u s e r s  o f  an e x a m in a tio n . Many re sp o n d e n ts  f e a r e d  t h a t ,  w ith o u t

m o d e ra tio n , a  p ro c e d u re  i s  open to  abuse and t h i s  underm ines i t s  s ta n d in g

in  th e  eyes o f  u s e r s . The p r a c t i c e  o f  in c lu d in g  unm oderated  item s

a t t r a c t e d  c r i t i c i s m  from  th e  o u t s e t .  T hus, a lth o u g h  Dixon (1965 ) s t r o n g ly

recommended th e  u se  o f  c o n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t (s e e  p . 3 2 ) ,  he a rg u ed  t h a t  i t s

e f f i c a c y  depended on an e f f e c t iv e  system  o f  m o d e ra tio n . R e fe r r in g  to  th e

d e c is io n  by s e v e r a l  b o a rd s  to  o p e ra te  unm oderated  i te m s ,  he o b se rv ed :

" . . .  th e s e  g rad es  a re  u n l ik e ly  t o  be  as t r u s tw o r th y  . . .  in  th e  f i n a l  e v e n t ,

m o d e ra tio n  m ust be  s y s te m a tic  and s t a t i s t i c a l l y  sound" ( p . 3 2 ) . L ik e w ise ,

E xam inations  B u l l e t i n  1 (1963 ) u rg ed  t h a t  : "C ourse work sh o u ld  alw ays be

open to  m o d e ra to rs ’ in s p e c t io n "  ( p . 2 2 ) . T hus, a lth o u g h  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  a
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10% u iunoderated  e lem en t i s  a u th o r i s e d  by CSE, t h i s  sh o u ld  n o t b e  ta k e n  to  

im ply  t h a t  i t  has p ro v ed  a c c e p ta b le  t o  th o s e  who u se  th e  e x a m in a tio n s .

A second  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  component w hich has caused  much co n ce rn  i s

i t s  la c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n .  From th e  o u t s e t ,  th e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r ’ s a sse ssm en t

h a s  been  an e x c e e d in g ly  vague component o f  th e  s y l l a b u s . The e a r ly

s y l la b u s e s  i n s t r u c t e d  te a c h e r s  t o :  " . . .  award marks on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e

c a n d id a te ’s s k i l l  i n  spoken E n g lish  as r e v e a le d  d u r in g  th e  c o u rse "

(Mode I  S y l la b u s ,  1 9 6 5 -1 9 7 3 ). However, no a t te m p t was made to  s p e c i f y

th o s e  s k i l l s  o r  th e  c r i t e r i a  by w hich th e y  m igh t be ju d g e d . The im p re c is e

n a tu re  o f  t h i s  a sse ssm en t was made even more e x p l i c i t  in  th e  1974

s y l la b u s  w hich in fo rm ed  te a c h e r s  t h a t  : "T his mark i s  n o t m o dera ted  and

may be aw arded on w h a tev e r c r i t e r i a  seem t o  th e  c la s s  te a c h e r  a p p ro p r ia te "

( p .1 1 ) .  T h is  l i c e n c e  to  award m ark s , "on w h a tev e r c r i t e r i a  seem

a p p ro p r ia te "  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  s y l la b u s  u n t i l  1980 and i t  c l e a r l y  la y  a t

th e  r o o t  o f  th e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w hich many o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  e x p re s s e d :

More g u id an ce  on m arking  i s  r e q u ir e d  f o r  t e a c h e r ’s o r a l  
a s s e s sm e n t. ( q428)

T e a c h e r’s o r a l  mark i s  so  o b scu re  as to  be u s e l e s s .  I t ’s no 
more th a n  a  p a t on th e  head  f o r  th e  m ost a b le  s tu d e n t s .  (Q296)

O ra l exam in ing  has alw ays been  b e - d e v i l l e d  by v agueness and la c k  
o f  any o b je c t iv e  c r i t e r i a  w hich can be  a p p l ie d  by te a c h e r s  w ith  
c o n s is te n c y .  (Q068)

I  f in d  i t  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a l l o c a t e  marks o u t o f  10 f o r  a 
c a n d id a te ’s o r a l  p erfo rm ance  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u r s e .  (Q004)

I ’m to r n  betw een  s a y in g  i t  sh o u ld  be v a s t l y  in c re a s e d  and t h a t  
i t  sh o u ld  be  sc ra p p e d  a l t o g e th e r .  I t  a l l  depends on w hat i t ’s 
m ark in g . At th e  p r e s e n t ,  i t  seems to  me t h a t  i t ’s m ark ing  
som eth ing  w hich i s  e x tre m e ly  vague . . .  i t ’s j u s t  a k in d  o f  bonus 
th e  te a c h e r  can g iv e  . . .  (112)

I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  marks aw arded u n d er t h i s  s e c t io n  a re  o f te n  
o n ly  d i s t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  c a n d id a te ’s r e a l  p e rfo rm a n ce . (Q I5 0 )

Some re sp o n d e n ts  a rg u ed  t h a t  one way to  combat t h i s  vag u en ess  w ould be to

s t i p u l a t e  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  s p e c i f i c  t e s t s :

. . .  th e  o r a l  i s  a  v i t a l  and s i g n i f i c a n t  e lem en t o f  th e  c o u rse  

. . .  b u t  I  am co nce rned  as t o  th e  m ethods o f  a s s e s sm e n t. I  sh o u ld  
l i k e  to  see  more s p e c i f i e d  t e s t s  to  be com pleted  d u r in g  th e  two
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y e a rs  as a m ethod o f  p ro v id in g  more g e n u in e ly  and r e a d i ly  
a s s e s s a b le  c o u rse  w ork. (Q129)

There a re  so  many f a c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  a  t e a c h e r 's  judgem ent on 
th e  te n  m arks. T h is  i s  why I ' d  l i k e  to  see  a  s e r i e s  o f  l i t t l e  
t e s t s  d u r in g  th e  c o u rs e .  ( I l 4 )

The EMREB system  seems in a d e q u a te  to  form  an o p in io n  o f  o r a l  
a b i l i t y :  th e r e  sh o u ld  be much g r e a t e r  p r o v is io n  f o r  o r a l
a sse ssm en t d u r in g  th e  c o u rs e .  (Q133)

A lthough  CSE was in te n d e d  to  prom ote freedom  f o r  in d iv id u a l  t e a c h e r s , 

i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  many te a c h e r s  w ere h o s t i l e  t o  w hat th e y  re g a rd e d  as 

v ag u e n e ss . They p r e f e r r e d  t h e i r  ta s k s  t o  b e  c a r e f u l ly  d e f in e d ,  d e t a i l e d  

and p r e c i s e .  The f u l l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  la c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  o n ly  becomes 

a p p a re n t when one r e a l i s e s  t h a t  no o th e r  a r e a  o f  th e  s y l la b u s  was so  

im p re c is e .  In d e e d , th e  vagueness s u rro u n d in g  t h i s  e lem en t p ro v id e s  a  

s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  o th e r  c o n t in u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  com ponent, th e  

l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o ,  where th e  ty p e  o f  work c o n s id e re d  s u i t a b l e  f o r  in c lu s io n  

was s p e c i f i e d  as w ere th e  c r i t e r i a  by w hich i t  sh o u ld  be  ju d g e d . The 

ab sence  o f  m o d e ra tio n  w ould seem to  make th e  p ro v is io n  o f  g u id e l in e s  f o r  

asse ssm en t a l l  th e  more n e c e sse iry . T h is 10% o r a l  component seems even more 

in co n g ru o u s in  t h i s  l i g h t .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  in  th e  more r e c e n t  s y l la b u s  f o r  1981-82 

an a t te m p t h as  been  made to  d e f in e  th e  a sse ssm en t c r i t e r i a .  T h e re fo re ,  o f  

th e  two so u rc e s  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  d is c u s s e d  in  t h i s  s e c t io n  ( i . e .  l a c k  o f  

m o d e ra tio n  and la c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ) ,  t h i s  l a s t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy  t o  r e c t i f y .  

P ro v id in g  an e f f e c t i v e  sy stem  o f  m o d e ra tio n  i s ,  how ever, a  more in s u p e ra b le  

p rob lem .

13 :4  MODERATION : THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS

I t  h as  a l re a d y  been  n o te d  t h a t  o racy  r a i s e s  s p e c i a l  problem s f o r  

assessm en t and nowhere i s  t h i s  b e t t e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  th a n  in  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

c re a te d  by p ro v id in g  an e f f e c t i v e  system  o f  m o d e ra tio n  f o r  a  c o n t in u o u s ly  

a s s e s s e d  com ponent. T h is  p o in t  may be c l a r i f i e d  by  com paring co n tin u o u s
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asse ssm e n t in  th e  o r a l  and th e  w r i t t e n  medium u s in g  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o l i o

çind th e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r ’s o r a l  a s se s sm e n t. The l i t e r a t u r e  m o d e ra tio n  i s

f a c i l i t a t e d  b eca u se  perfo rm ance  d u r in g  th e -c o u r s e  a u to m a tic a l ly  le a v e s

b e h in d  i t  a  p e rm an en t, w r i t t e n  r e c o rd .  T hus, d u r in g  a  s in g le  v i s i t ,  th e

m o d e ra to r can lo o k  a t  work w hich r e p r e s e n ts  p e rfo rm a n c e /a sse ssm e n t a t

d i f f e r e n t  p o in t s  d u rin g  th e  c o u rs e .  In  f a c t ,  c a n d id a te s  a re  r e q u ir e d  to

in c lu d e  s ix te e n  p ie c e s  o f  work w ith  a t  l e a s t  one from  each  te rm  d u r in g  th e

c o u rse  w hich  g iv e s  th e  m o d e ra to r a c c e ss  t o  a sse ssm en ts  made a t  many p o in ts

d u r in g  th e  c o u rs e .  O ra l p e rfo rm a n c e , on th e  o th e r  h an d , i s  t r a n s i t o r y  and

a l l  e x i s t i n g  m ethods o f  re c o rd in g  i t  a re  open to  s e r io u s  o b j e c t io n s .

T h e re fo re ,  to  p ro v id e  a  com parable sy stem  o f  m o d e ra tio n  f o r  o ra c y  would

e n t a i l  v a s t  numbers o f  te a c h e r s  le a v in g  t h e i r  c la s s e s  t o  v i s i t  o th e r

p e o p le 's  c la ssro o m s th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rs e .  The l o g i s t i c a l  problem s w hich

such  a  sy stem  w ould c r e a te  make i t  im p r a c t ic a b le .  Some b o a rd s  have

a tte m p te d  to  overcome t h i s  by c a r ry in g  o u t a s in g le  m o d e ra tio n  b u t such  a

s o lu t io n  has obv ious d raw backs. F i r s t l y ,  even such  l im i t e d  m o d e ra tio n

e n t a i l s  a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  tim e  and a d m in is t r a t iv e  e f f o r t  an d , as

many re s p o n d e n ts  p o in te d  o u t ,  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  fo rm , th e  o r a l  component i s

a l re a d y  a d r a in  on r e s o u r c e s .  D e sp ite  th e  e x t r a  e f f o r t  i t  w ould in v o lv e ,  .

such  an e x e r c is e  c o u ld  o n ly  go a  s h o r t  way t o  p ro v id in g  an e f f e c t i v e

m o d e ra tin g  sy stem  f o r  as 112 p o in te d  o u t :  " . . .  i f  y o u 'r e  g o ing  to  do a

p ro p e r  m ark ing  e x e r c i s e ,  y o u 'd  have to  do t h a t  more th a n  once . . .  You ought

to  g e t a b e t t e r  id e a  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s ' s ta n d a rd s  th a n  you w ould g e t  on j u s t

one m a rk in g " . Some re sp o n d e n ts  re g a rd e d  t h i s  p roblem  as in s u p e ra b le  :

The c o n s ta n t  d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  th e  i n t e r n a l l y  aw arded o r a l  mark i s  
t h a t  i t  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  e f f e c t i v e  m o d e ra tio n . (Q201)

The 10% a l lo c a t io n  by c la s s  te a c h e r s  canno t be m odera ted  . . .  and 
i s  t h e r e f o r e  u n s a t i s f a c to r y .  (Q596)

M oderation  i s  alw ays th e  g r e a t e s t  p rob lem  w ith  any o r a l  
a s se s sm e n t. (Q223)

C le a r ly ,  a  p ro p e r ly  m odera ted  c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  o r a l  component w ould be
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a g r e a t  d r a in  on a r e s o u rc e  w hich i s  f i n i t e :  t e a c h e r s '  t im e .

U lt im a te ly  th e  c o n fid e n c e  i t  commands depends upon th e  amount o f  t im e ,  

money and a d m in is t r a t iv e  e f f o r t  an exam ining  h o a rd  i s  p re p a re d  t o  in v e s t  

in  i t .  The c ru x  o f  th e  p rob lem  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion i s  t h a t  such  a 

demanding p ro c e d u re  as co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t i s  u sed  as a  supp lem en t to  a 

f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  w hich  c a r r i e s  m ost o f  th e  m a rk s . The q u e s tio n  t h i s  

r a i s e s  i s :  does th e  b o a rd  have s u f f i c i e n t  r e s o u rc e s  a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l  t o  do

b o th  e f f i c i e n t l y ?

13 :5  PERSONALITY FACTORS

A no ther f e a tu r e  o f  th e  a sse ssm en t o v e r w hich  re sp o n d e n ts  e x p re s s e d

concern  was th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  f a c t o r s . I t  was te m p tin g  to

assume t h a t  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  problem s o f  o r a l  a sse ssm en t w ould be a l l e v i a t e d

by co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t where th e  d is c o n c e r t in g  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  i s

r e p la c e d  by a sse ssm e n t in  th e  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  c la ss ro o m . M oreover,

ta k in g  a "m ovie" r a t h e r  th a n  a " sn a p sh o t"  (R ow lands, 1974, p . 44 ) o f

p erfo rm ance  ough t to  p ro v id e  a  more rounded  and a c c u ra te  a s s e s sm e n t. I t

was r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to  f in d  t h a t  some re sp o n d e n ts  re g a rd e d

" p e r s o n a l i ty "  as a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  co n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t. Q036

n o te d  t h a t  o r a l  p erfo rm ance  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u rse  :

. . .  can v a ry  g r e a t ly  and be  a f f e c t e d  by p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s .  Some 
c a n d id a te s  w i l l  make l i t t l e  o r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  w ith  a p a r t i c u l a r  
te a c h e r  when w ith  a n o th e r  member o f  s t a f f  th e y  may have p le n ty  
t o  s a y . (QO3 6 )

O ra l perfo rm ance  d u r in g  th e  co u rse  sh o u ld  be a p a r t  o f  th e  f i n a l  
a sse ssm e n t b u t a sse ssm en t and i n t e r n a l  m o d e ra tio n  do p r e s e n t  
p ro b le m s . In  p a r t i c u l a r , one wonders how im p o rta n t th e  te a c h e r  
and h i s / h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  b o th  th e  group and th e  in d iv id u a l  
i s  in  d e te rm in in g  how c a n d id a te s  p e rfo rm  o v er th e  two y e a r s .

(Q ItitS)

The m ain p rob lem  . . .  i s  th e  o c c a s io n a l  unease  a p u p il  may f e e l  
(w h e th er co n sc io u s  o r  su b c o n sc io u s )  on t a l k i n g  to  a c e r t a i n  
te a c h e r  . . .  T here i s  no s o lu t io n  I  suppose b u t  I  b e l ie v e  i t  
c au ses  some p u p i ls  t o  u n d e ra c h ie v e  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  
e x a m in a tio n . (Q215)
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A te a c h e r  a s s e s s in g  h i s  c l a s s  on o r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  o v e r th e  y e a r  
i s  a s s e s s in g  w hat h i s  own p e r s o n a l i ty  has l a r g e ly  p ro d u ced .
Some p u p i l s  w i l l  f in d  him an a c c e p ta b le  a u d ie n c e ; o th e r s  w i l l  
n o t .  Some w i l l  f in d  him in t im id a t in g  even when t a l k i n g  to  t h e i r  
p e e rs  in  h i s  p re s e n c e ;  o th e rs  w i l l  n o t .  T his obv ious i n t e r 
a c t io n  in v a l id a t e s  h i s  a s se s sm e n t. ( QIT4)

B ecause i t  i s  done by th e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r ,  in  some r e s p e c t s ,  i t  can 
be an ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r .  I f  a te a c h e r  . . .  ask s  
th e  r i g h t  q u e s tio n s  th e n  th e  c a n d id a te  w i l l  re sp o n d  b u t  w ith  some 
te a c h e r s  th e  c h i ld  h as  l e s s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  show h is  o r a l  a b i l i t y

(n o )

In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  h a rd ly  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  s im i l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  in

co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t as o ccu r in  o th e r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  t e s t s  s in c e

b o th  in v o lv e  th e  in t e r p l a y  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  betw een  a s s e s s o r  and a s s e s s e d .

In  b o th  c a s e s ,  th e  e x a m in e r 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  p ro v id e s  a con found ing  v a r ia b le

in  th e  m easurem ent o f  o ra c y . However, i t  was n o t o n ly  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e

e x a m in e r 's  p e r s o n a l i ty  w hich b o th e re d  re s p o n d e n ts .  Some e x p re s se d  concern

ab o u t i n h i b i t i n g  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  w hich th e  c a n d id a te  m ight p o s s e s s .  A

number o f  them  i d e n t i f i e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f  p u p i l  who cau sed  them

a n x ie ty  a rg u in g  t h a t  th e  r e t i r i n g  b u t  a b le  c a n d id a te  may be a t  a  s e r io u s

d is a d v a n ta g e  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  a sse ssm e n t:

. . .  one o f  th e  b ig g e s t  problem s i s  t h a t  th e  t e a c h e r 's  mark i s  
aw arded f o r  th e  c a n d id a te 's  " c o n t r ib u t io n  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u r s e ."  
Sometimes a  good c a n d id a te  may be shy and say  v e ry  l i t t l e  w ith in  
th e  c o u r s e ,  even though  a t te m p ts  a re  made to  combat t h i s  . . .  th e  
te a c h e r  may f in d  o u t from  lu n c h -t im e  c o n v e rs a t io n s  w ith  th e  
c a n d id a te  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  h as  f a r  more o r a l  a b i l i t y  th a n  i s  
r e v e a le d  in  le s s o n  t im e . (Q34i )

The 10% f o r  o r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  as some 
q u ie t  p u p i ls  a re  cogen t and a r t i c u l a t e  when th e y  do e v e n tu a l ly  
sp eak  w hereas o t h e r s , who f r e q u e n t ly  c o n t r ib u te  t o  c l a s s  
d is c u s s io n ,  r a r e l y  say  a n y th in g  w o rth w h ile . (Q033)

The b e s t  g i r l  in  my CSE s e t  h a s n ' t  a  hope in  th e  o r a l  e x am in a tio n  
as she can  h a rd ly  sp e a k , i t  seem s. Yet I  f e e l  she i s  c a p a b le  o f  
h o ld in g  up a good o f f i c e  job  t h a t  d o e s n 't  in v o lv e  to o  much o r a l  
invo lvem en t b u t  h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  jo b  may be a f f e c t e d  
by  h e r  o r a l  ex am in a tio n  p e rfo rm a n ce . (Q396)

I  f e e l  t h a t  th e  a sse ssm en t o f  o r a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f te n  tu r n s  o u t 
t o  be a rew ard  f o r  e x t ro v e r s io n  and c o n f id e n c e . (Q44t )

C le a r ly ,  t e a c h e r s  a re  som etim es fa c e d  w ith  th e  unwelcome ta s k  o f  m arking

down c a n d id a te s  o f  c o n s id e ra b le  a b i l i t y  on t h e i r  c o u rse  c o n t r ib u t io n  d e s p i te
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t h e i r  know ledge t h a t  th e s e  c a n d id a te s  a re  a r t i c u l a t e  in  o n e - to -o n e  

ex ch an g es . Some te a c h e r s  e x p re s s e d  s u r p r i s e  a t  th e  e x te n t  t o  w hich such  

p u p i l s  o f te n  "opened up" in  o n e - to -o n e  s i t u a t i o n s .  A lthough  t h i s  sm a ll 

hand  o f  p u p i l s  p re s e n te d  t h e i r  te a c h e r s  w ith  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  on th e  

w hole i t  seems t h a t  co n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t can p ro v id e  a  more r e la x e d  and 

n a t u r a l  a tm osphere  in  w hich  t o  e v a lu a te  o ra c y .

1 3 :6  CONCLUDING REMARKS

C ontinuous a sse ssm en t i s ,  in  e f f e c t ,  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  a sse ssm e n ts  and 

t h i s  compounds th e  s p e c i a l i s e d  problem s w hich exam in ing  in  an o r a l  medium 

r a i s e s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t s  r i g h t  t o  in c lu s io n  in  th e  ex am in a tio n  on th e  

grounds o f  i n t e r n a l  v a l i d i t y  can h a rd ly  be d is p u te d .  However, a  p ro p e r ly  

m odera ted  p ro c e d u re  makes c o n s id e ra b le  demands on an exam ining  b o a r d 's  

r e s o u rc e s  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  seems t h a t  i f  c o n tin u o u s  a sse ssm en t i s  to  be  

in c lu d e d ,  i t  sh o u ld  form  th e  p r i n c i p a l  component o f  th e  a sse ssm en t r a t h e r  

th a n  su p p lem en tin g  a  more h e a v i ly  w e ig h ted  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n  w hich ta k e s  up 

most o f  th e  l im i t e d  r e s o u rc e s  a v a i l a b l e .
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CONCLUSION

T his  f i n a l  s e c t io n  draws to g e th e r  w hat seem to  have been  th e  main 

ach ievem en ts o f  CSE E n g lish  in  th e  E a s t M idland R egion and in d i c a te s  th e  

o u ts ta n d in g  problem s w ith  w hich te a c h e r s  in  th e  su rv ey  w ere co n ce rn ed .

CSE was th e  f i r s t  n a t io n a l  ex am in a tio n  w hich su cceed ed  in  in v o lv in g  

l a r g e  numbers o f  p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  in  d e c is io n s  abou t s y l la b u s e s  and 

exam ining  p ro c e d u re s . One im p o rta n t consequence o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  

ex am in a tio n s  have become more re s p o n s iv e  to  th e  chang ing  needs o f  s c h o o ls .  

W hereas p re v io u s  e x am in a tio n s  w ere som etim es c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  becom ing 

f o s s i l i z e d ,  EMREB's Mode I  s y l la b u s  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  ea se  w ith  w hich CSE 

has ev o lv ed  in  re sp o n se  to  chang ing  n e e d s . In  l i t t l e  more th a n  a d eca d e , 

c e r t a i n  p ro c e d u re s  w ere t r i e d  and abandoned ( e .g .  s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  

th e m a tic  approach  to  l i t e r a t u r e ,  g roup  d is c u s s io n  and th e  t a l k ) .  O ther 

p ro c e d u re s  w ere expanded ( e .g .  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a ssessm en t and th e  o r a l  

a s se ssm e n t)  and o th e rs  w ere abandoned o n ly  to  be b ro u g h t back  a g a in  ( e .g .  th e  

C re a tiv e  W ritin g  F o l io ) .  Thus, change and developm ent have b een  c o n s ta n t  

f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n . A no ther m easure o f  th e  su c c e ss  o f  CSE i s  th e  

in fre q u e n c y  o f  c o m p la in ts  abou t backw ash e f f e c t s .  P r io r  to  I 9 6 5 , p e rh ap s  

th e  m ost common and b i t t e r  co m p la in t abou t ex am in a tio n s  was t h e i r  backw ash 

e f f e c t  on te a c h in g .  M oreover, i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t ,  f o r  some te a c h e r s ,  c lo s e r  

invo lvem en t in  a sse ssm en t has a l s o  had  f a r - r e a c h in g  consequences f o r  t h e i r  

sen se  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  w o rth .

I t  m ust a l s o  be n o te d  t h a t  EMREB p io n e e re d  one o f  th e  b o ld e s t  

ex p erim en ts  w ith  co n tin u o u s  a ssessm en t to  emerge from  Mode I :  a 100%

c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u rs e ,  an in n o v a tio n  w hich th e
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re sp o n d e n ts  ju d g ed  to  be a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  R espondents w ere a ls o  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t o r a l  a s s e s sm e n t, a lm o st a l l  o f  them  re g a rd in g  i t  as a 

v i t a l  component o f  any f u tu r e  l6 +  e x a m in a tio n .

In  s p i t e  o f  w hat ap p ea rs  t o  have been  i t s  c o n s id e ra b le  s u c c e s s ,  some 

a s p e c ts  o f  CSE p e r s i s t  in  g iv in g  cau se  f o r  co n ce rn . A number o f  re sp o n d e n ts  

w ere w o rr ie d  abou t w hat th e y  saw as th e  l im i t e d  amount o f  te a c h e r  in v o lv e 

ment and 105 w ent so  f a r  as to  c la im  t h a t ,  even u nder CSE, an exam ining  

e l i t e  had  em erged in  th e  r e g io n .  Many te a c h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was on ly  

re a s o n a b le  t h a t  a  g r e a t e r  l e v e l  o f  commitment sh o u ld  be e x p e c te d  from  them  

i f  more acco u n t w ere ta k e n  o f  th e  demands w hich inv o lv em en t in  exam ining  

made on t h e i r  l im i t e d  t im e . Over 75% o f  th e  sam ple f e l t  t h a t  th e  demands o f  

CSE on t h e i r  tim e  and energ y  w ere e i t h e r  " e x tre m e ly  h ig h "  o r  " h ig h e r  th a n  

th e  demands made by t h e i r  o th e r  te a c h in g  com m itm ents".

Not o n ly  d id  CSE e le v a te  p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  pow er; 

i t  a l s o  ch arg ed  them  w ith  th e  t a s k  o f  m aking r e v o lu t io n a r y  chan g es. In  

t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t e a c h e r  inv o lv em en t has som etim es p ro v ed  t o  be d is a p p o in t in g .  

CSE made p r a c t i s i n g  te a c h e r s  th e  p iv o t  o f  th e  re fo rm  w h ile  f a i l i n g  t o  ta k e  

acco u n t o f  t h e i r  la c k  o f  exam ining  e x p e r t i s e .  Many te a c h e r s  had  l i t t l e  o r  

no e x p e r ie n c e  o f  ex am in in g , and th o s e  who d id  m o stly  d e r iv e d  t h e i r  

e x p e r ie n c e  from  GCE and i t s  im i ta to r s  w hich made them  i l l - e q u ip p e d  to  make 

th e  f a r - r e a c h in g  changes e x p e c te d  o f  them .

The p rob lem  o f  w h e th e r E n g lish  i s  a  u n i f i e d  w hole o r  an am algam ation 

o f  s e p a r a te  com ponents p e r s i s t s .  R e c e n tly ,  EMREB has abandoned s in g le  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  fa v o u r  o f  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  lan g u ag e  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  

a lth o u g h  m ost re sp o n d e n ts  c la im ed  t o  be com m itted  t o  th e  u n i f i e d  approach  to  

te a c h in g .  However, even when EMREB em ployed s in g le  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  d iv i s io n s  in to  la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  and o racy  w ere m a in ta in e d . 

R espondents q u e s tio n e d  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  f ra g m e n ta tio n  -  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e x c lu d in g  spoken E n g lish  from  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  

a ssessm en t and c o n f in in g  i t  to  la n g u a g e . The r o le  w hich o racy  and
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l i t e r a t u r e  may p la y  in  each  o t h e r ’ s a ssessm en t needs f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t io n .

I f  a u n i f i e d  approach  t o  E n g lish  i s  p r e f e r r e d ,  a w hole new co n cep t o f  

" ex am in a tio n  E n g lish "  w hich t r a n s c e n d s  c o n v e n tio n a l d iv i s io n s  needs to  he 

d ev e lo p ed .

C ontinuous a ssessm en t s u f f e r s ,  in  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s ,  from  b e in g  view ed 

as a  s o f t  o p t io n ,  as more open to  abuse and as b e in g  l e s s  r e l i a b l e  th a n  

c o n v e n t io n a l ,  f i n a l  e x a m in a tio n s . I t s  u n c e r ta in  s t a t u s  may e x p la in  why so  

many c o n tin u o u s ly  a s s e s s e d  c o u rse s  have such  dem anding w r i t t e n  re q u ire m e n ts .  

The number o f  s y l la b u s e s  w here co u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  w ere f e l t  t o  be 

e x c e s s iv e ,  and where th e s e  re q u ire m e n ts  had  been  a llo w ed  to  p e r s i s t ,  

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  p rob lem  w ent d eep e r th a n  a  mere m i s c a lc u la t io n .  In d e e d , 

i f  t h i s  a lo n e  was th e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i t  w ould be r e l a t i v e l y  ea sy  to  c o r r e c t .  

U n d erly in g  p r e ju d ic e s  a g a in s t  t h i s  m ethod need t o  be ta c k le d .

E x c e ss iv e  c o u rse  work re q u ire m e n ts  have had  ad v e rse  consequences in  th e  

c la ss ro o m , w hich su g g e s ts  t h a t  c la s s - b a s e d  assessm en t does n o t alw ays 

e l im in a te  backw ash e f f e c t s  -  i t  s im p ly  a l t e r s  th e  form  w hich th e y  ta k e .  In  

an e x te r n a l  e x a m in a tio n , th e  te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  te n d s  t o  c o n t r a c t  t o  become 

synonymous w ith  an exam ining  s y l la b u s  w hich i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  narrow  and 

s e l e c t i v e .  In  c o n tin u o u s  a s se s sm e n t, on th e  o th e r  han d , th e  te a c h in g  

s y l la b u s  i s  l i a b l e  to  become o v e rlo a d e d  by  an o v e r-a m b itio u s  exam ining  

s y l la b u s .  T hus, i t  has p roved  t o  be rem ark ab ly  e a sy  f o r  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  

e x te r n a l  ex am in a tio n s  to  be re p la c e d  by th e  ty ra n n y  o f  th e  co u rse  work f o ld e r ,  

A lthough i t  i s  som etim es a rg u ed  t h a t  th e r e  sh o u ld  be a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  

betw een a te a c h in g  s y l la b u s  and an exam ining  s y l la b u s  and t h a t  t e a c h e r s  

sh o u ld  n o t a llo w  one to  dom inate  th e  o th e r ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

av o id .

A lthough CSE has gone f a r  tow ards making E n g lish  and ex am in a tio n s  more 

c o m p a tib le , im p o r ta n t problem s rem ain  to  be re s o lv e d .



APPENDIX

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE ASSESSMENT OF ENGLISH (LANGUAGE 
AND LITERATURE) BY THE C .S .E . EXAMINATION

C orp iled  by V a le rie  Brooks

LAY-OUT OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The q u e s tio n n a ire  i s  d iv id e d  in to  fo u r  s e c t io n s . The f i r s t  s e c t io n  i s  
concerned w ith  b r i e f  d e t a i l s  about y o u rse lf  and your schoo l. S e c t io i  Two 
d e a ls  w ith  assessm ent tech n iq u es  and, b e a rin g  in  mind c u rre n t  u n c e r ta in ty  
su rrounding  th e  16+ p ro p o sa ls , th e  c a ip o s i t ic n  o f  'C .S .E . ty p e ' 
exam inations in  E n g lish . S ec tio n  Three fo cu sses  on th e  assessm ent o f  o r a l  
perform ance and S ec tio n  Four concludes by survey ing  th e  assessm ent o f  th e  
stu< ^ o f  L i te r a tu r e .

HOW TO FILL IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE

There i s  on ly  one ty p e  o f  response  re q u ire d  from you in  t h i s  q u e s tio n n a ire . 
In  each q u e s tio n  you w i l l  be asked to  p lac e  a  t i c k  ( / )  in  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  box
o r  boxes. There a re  two ty p es  o f  q u e s tio n  employed. The f i r s t  type  ta k e s  th e
form o f  a  l i s t  o f  s ta te m e n ts , each o f  vh ich  i s  t o  be r a te d  on a 5 p o in t  s c a le .  
You w i l l  be asked to  r a t e  each s ta tem en t on th e  s c a le  by p la c in g  a t i c k  in  th e  
a p p ro p ria te  box. The second type  o f  q u e s tio n  c o n s is ts  o f  a l i s t  o f  
a l t e r n a t iv e s  w ith  a column o f  boxes p laced  a lo n g sid e  i t .  Here you a re  sisked 
to  t i c k  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  box o r  boxes.

The on ly  ex cep tio n  to  t h i s  i s  t h a t  a t  in te r v a l s  th roughout th e  
q u e s tio n n a ire  spaces a re  l e f t  b lank  fo r  you to  a n p lify  your p o in t  o f  view on 
any o f  th e  is s u e s  r a is e d  in  th e  p reced ing  q u e s tio n s . These open q u e s tio n s , 
re q u ir in g  a  w r i t te n  resp o n se , a re  n o t o b lig a to ry . However, i f  any o f th e  
p reced ing  q u e s tio n s  do touch  on ex p erien ces  t h a t  you have had, o r  op in ions 
th a t  you h o ld , th e s e  w i l l  be very  welcome. I t  must be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  any
in fo rm ation  o r  views th a t  you a re  a b le  t o  exp ress  in  th e se  q u e s tio n s  w i l l
p rov ide  a  v a lu a b le  a id  to  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

DEFINITIONS OF SOME TERMINOLOGY EMPLOYED IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE
Whenever ' th e  C .S .E . a b i l i t y  ra n g e * i s  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  i t  should  be tak en  to  

mean th e  40th -  80th  p e rc e n t i le  in  th e  o v e ra l l  a b i l i t y  range . (A lte rn a tiv e ly , 
you may be more f a m il ia r  w ith  t h i s  group being  d e sc rib ed  as  th e  20th -  60 th  
p e r c ^ t i l e ,  a lthough  b o th  s e t s  o f  numbers d e sc r ib e  th e  same a b i l i t y  band. In  
bo th  d e f in i t io n s  th e  to p  20% and th e  bottom  40% o f  th e  a b i l i t y  range a re  
ex c lu d e d .)

Whenever th e  term s 'm ost a b l e ' ,  ' av e ra g e ' o r  'below  a v e ra g e ' a re  used 
th ey  may be d e fin e d  th u s ; 'm ost a b le ' r e f e r s  to  th o se  p u p ils  who can 
reasonab ly  be expected  to  ach ieve  a Grade 1 o r  2 , ' a v e rag e ' d e sc r ib e s  th o se  
can d id a te s  who a re  l ik e ly  to  g a in  a Grade 3 o r  4 and ' below a v e rag e ' r e f e r s  
to  th o se  vho a re  expected  to  o b ta in  a Grade 5 o r  ' Ungraded ' .

The i n i t i a l s  E.M.R.E.B. re p re s e n t  th e  E as t Midland Regional Exam inations 
Board.

P le ase  igno re  th e  boxes in  th e  r ig h t  hand m argin o f  each page; th ey  
serve t o  f a c i l i t a t e  com putation p rocedu res.
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SECTION I PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

In th e  questions vhich  follow , p lease  p lace  a t ic k  o r t ic k s  in  the  
app rop ria te  box(es).

For how many years have you been a teach er o f English?

(i) Up to  two years
( i i )  2+ to  5 years

( i i i )  5+ to  10 years
(iv) 10+ to  15 years

(v) 15+ to  20 years
(vi) 20+ to  25 years

(v ii)  Over 25 years

For how many years in  a l l  have you been teach ing  C.S.E. English?

(i) Up to  two years
( i i )  2+ to  5 years

( i i i )  5+ to  10 years
(iv) 10+ to  15 years

Which p u b lic  examination in  (i) E nglish Language .and ( ii )  English 
L ite ra tu re  are  taken by f i f t h  formers in  your school?

(i) in  English Language
(a) C.S.E. only
(b) 'O' Level only
(c) Both C.S.E. and 'O' Level

( ii)  in  English L ite ra tu re
(a) C.S.E. only
(b) 'O' Level only
(c) Both C.S.E. and 'O' Level

Which Mode(s) o f C.S.E. E nglish do you p e rso n a lly  teach? P lease t ic k  th e  
appropria te  box (i) fo r  Language and ( i i )  fo r  L ite ra tu re .

FOR LANGUAGE FOR LITERATURE

(a) Mode I
(b) Mode I I I

I f  you use a Mode I I I  sy llab u s , i s  i t :

(i) An in d iv id u a l school Mode I I I  sy llabus
( i i )  Group of schools Mode I I I  sy llabus

( i i i )  Both group and in d iv id u a l school Mode I I I  sy llabuses

For o ffice  
use only

CARD 1 

1 2  3

4 5 6

□

□

□
10□

11 12

13□
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SECTION I I  -  ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES AND THE COMPOSITION OF 
C.S.E. EXAMINATIONS IN ENGLISH

6. What p roportions o f continuous coursework assessm ent and f in a l  e x te rn a l 
examination would you p re fe r  to  see in  th e  assessment o f English Language 
and English L ite ra tu re ?  Below are  l i s t s  o f op tions fo r  both th e  Language 
and the  L ite ra tu re  assessm ent.

(i) Which o f these  a lte rn a t iv e s  provides the  most
s a tis fa c to ry  means o f a ssessing  English Language? 
P lease p lace one t io k  in  th e  appropria te  box.

INTERNAL 
COURSE WDRK

EXTt̂ <NAL
EXAMINATION

100% — 0% 1
75% 25% 2
60% 40% 3
50% 50% 4
40% — 60% 5
25% - 75% 6
0% - 100% 7

14□

( i i )  Which o f th ese  a lte rn a t iv e s  provides th e  most
s a tis fa c to ry  means o f a ssessing  English L ite ra tu re?  
P lease p lace one t ic k  in  th e  appropria te  box.

INTERNAL 
COURSE VDRK

EXTERNAL
EXAMINATICN

100% -V 0%
75% - 25%
60% - 40%
50% - 50%
40% - 60%
25% - 75%
0% - 100%

15□
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I f  th e  examination system a t  16+ i s  rev ised , v ^ c h  aspects  o f th e  p resen t 
examination procedures would you l ik e  to  see re ta in e d  fo r  the  C.S.E. 
a b i l i t y  range? By th e  s ide  o f th e  l i s t  o f items below are  boxes fo r  
Language and L ite ra tu re . P lease p lace  t ic k s  in  th e  Language boxes o f a l l  of 
those item s vhich you would l ik e  to  see included in  Language examinations a t  
16+. Put t ic k s  in  th e  L ite ra tu re  boxes o f a l l  o f those items v ^ c h  you would 
l ik e  to  see re ta in e d  in  L ite ra tu re  examinations a t  16+.

FOR
LANGUAGE

FOR
LITERATURE

(i) The opportun ity  fo r  teach e rs  to  su tm it 
t h e i r  own Mode I I I  sy llabuses

( ii)  O ptional e x te rn a l sy llabuses devised by 
th e  examining board

( i i i )  Democratio teach er co n tro l a t  a l l
le v e ls  o f th e  examination procedure

(iv) The assessment o f o ra l  a b i l i ty

(v) An e x te rn a lly  p resc rib ed  sy llab u s , bu t 
one vAiich allows wide choice

(vi) A narrowly p resc ribed  sy llabus

(v ii)  A c o n te n t-fre e  sy llabus involving 
g u id e lin es  as to  the  aims and 
o b jec tiv es  o f th e  course

(v ii i)  The assessment o f a u ra l a b i l i ty

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

When you mark a p iece  o f continuous prose (e .g . an essay o r ccrrposition) in  
Language and L ite ra tu re , which method of assessm ent do you p re fe r  to  use? 
P lease t ic k  one box fo r  Language and one box fo r  L ite ra tu re .

FOR
LANGUAGE

FOR
LITERATURE

(i) An irrpression mark, bearing  in  mind 
c e r ta in  c r i t e r i a

( i i )  An a n a ly tic a l  mark vAiere each sep ara te  
c r i te r io n  i s  marked sep ara te ly  and th e  
t o t a l  mark i s  a rr iv ed  a t  by the  
ad d itio n  o f these  marks

( i i i )  A combination o f both o f these  method

□ □
□
□

□
□
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16 □

18 □  

i s Q  

20 □
22 □

23 □

24
□

' ' O  

26 □



I f  you do no t teach  Mode 1, p lease  ignore Question 9 and go on to  Question 10.

In th e  Mode I  Ehglish Language Syllabus fo r  1981, c e r ta in  changes have been 
made which a re  described  in  th e  fo llc^dng sta tem ents. P lease r a te  each 
statem ent on a 5 p o in t sc a le  ranging fra n  ' S trongly Agree' to  ' S trongly 
D isagree ' .  For each statem ent p lease  p lace  one t ic k  in  th e  box vAiich b e s t 
r e f le c t s  your own a t t i tu d e  to  th e  proposed changes.

‘For off:
use on]

(i) The coursework option  to  one o f th e  f in a l  
examination papers (W ritten E nglish o r  
C reative W riting Folio) has been removed. 
Thus th e  assessnen t w i l l  be based e n t i r e ly  
upon th e  f in a l  examination

( ii )  The sec tio n  o f the  examination devoted to  
continuous w ritin g  (e.g . essay o r ccm- 
p o s it ic n  w riting) w i l l  account fo r  
approxim ately 16% of the  t o ta l  mark in stead  
o f th e  30% i t  accounts fo r  a t  p resen t

( i i i )  L e tte r-w ritin g  has been made in to  a
sep ara te , ccropulsory assessm ent accounting 
fo r  approxim ately 7% of th e  t o t a l  mark

V / M / / /

2 : 0

2B Q

29 c
10. I f  you have any corments to  make on any o f th e  issu es  ra is e d  by th e  

preceding questions , p lease  use th e  space below fo r  th is  purpose.

11. How g re a t a re  -the demands made ty  C.S.E. English courses on your time and 
energy as opposed to  th e  demands made by th e  r e s t  o f your teaching 
catmi-tments? Are they:

(i) Extremely h iÿ i

( ii)  Higher than the  demands made by the  r e s t  o f 
your teach ing  ccmraitments, bu t acceptab le

( i i i )  No d if f e re n t  from th e  demands made by the  r e s t  
of your teaching  time-table

(iv) Less demanding than your o th e r teaching 
cormi-tments

□
□
□
□

30C
I f  you have tic k e d  ito n s  11 ( i i i )  o r 11 (iv) i . e .  th a t  the  demands made by 
C.S.E. English a re  no t h igh , p lease  go to  Question 14.
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I f  th e  demands made ky a C.S.E. English course a re  high, hew o fte n  do you 
f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  give as much e x tra  o r sp e c ia l p rep ara tio n  to  th e  r e s t  
of your teaching  cdrmitments as you wish to  give? P lease t ic k  one box.

I f  you have any coiments to  make on any o f th e  issu es  ra is e d  by th e  
preceding q uestions , p lease  use the  space below fo r  t h i s  purpose.

For offi
use onl

I f  th e  demands made by a C.S.E. Ehglish course a re  high, p lease  p lace  
t ic k s  in  the  boxes o f a l l  o f those  items which demand considerab le  time 
and e f f o r t .

(i) The planning o f app rop ria te  work

( ii )  The marking and ranking o f work vhich co n trib u te s  to
continuously  assessed  coursework fo ld e rs

(i i i ) The chasing tjç o f work vhich has no t been handed in , 
bu t i s  necessary  fo r  th e  ccrrpletion o f  the  
coursework fo ld e r

(iv) The Agreement T r ia ls ,  Cross Moderation or
S tandard iza tion  Meetings e tc . vhich a re  necessary  in  
o rder to  e s ta b l is h  a departm ental o r groiç) standard

(v) The sheer volume o f work requ ired  by th e  sy llabus

(vi) The volume of work n e c e ss ita te d  by f in a l  in te rn a l
m oderation procedures

(v ii) P lease specify  any o th e r co n trib u to ry  fa c to rs

□

□□
□
□

□

22 □  

32 □

33

36

□

34 □  

22 □

□

37 □

(i) FrequentJ.y
( ii)  Sometimes

( i i i )  Rarely
(iv) Never

38 □
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15. The following statements about continuous assessment ( i .e .  regular assessment 
of work completed during the course) are to  be rated  on a 5 point scale 
ranging from ' Strongly Agree' to  ' Strongly Disagree' .  For each of the 
statem ents, please place one tic k  in  the box vhich best re f le c ts  your own 
a ttitu d e .

For offic
use onl]

(i) Continuous assessment is  capable of
motivating pupils to  work conscientiously 
throughout the course of study

• (ii)  Continuous assessment gives a more 
rounded and accurate p ic tu re  o f an 
in d iv id u a l's  re a l a b i l i ty

( i i i )  Continuous assessnent redresses the 
balance fo r those pupils vho are 
prepared to  work hard over an extended 
period of time, as opposed to  those 
pupils vho are capable of doing well by 
wor3ông hard ju s t  before an examination

(iv) The fa c t th a t so many C.S.E. courses
involve an element of continuous assess
ment exerts  considerable pressure on 
some pup ils, in  th a t  they fee l the need 
to  produce a large quantity  of vork of a 
consisten tly  high level of achievanent

(v) The du ties and re sp o n s ib ilitie s  involved 
in  continuous assessment are p a r tic u la r ly  
demanding of a te ach e r 's  time and energy

(vi) One of the functions of a teacher is
constantly  to  encourage pupils to  give of
th e ir  b est. The need to  make r e a l i s t ic  
assesanents of th e ir  performance during 
the course c o n flic ts , a t  some po in ts, 
w ith the a tten p t to  motivate them

(vii) Whenever an individual ac ts  as both
teacher and examiner, there  i s  always the
p o ss ib ili ty  th a t a v a rie ty  of personal 
fac to rs  may influence the assessment to  
some extent

(v iii)  Continuous assessment of the study of 
L ite ra tu re  avoids ce rta in  inherent 
tendencies of L ite ra tu re  examinations; 
the learning of notes and regurg ita tion  
of secondhand opinions

(ix) Continuous assessment i s  p a rtic u la rly  
w ell-su ited  to  the study of L ite ra tu re  
because i t  evaluates a p u p il 's  response 
to  a te x t a t  the time vhen i t  i s  made, 
ra th e r  than as)cing him to  duplicate th a t 
response during an examination vhich may 
be qu ite  remote from the time when the 
L ite ra tu re  was studied

(x) Large-scale continuous assessment,
operated over an e n tire  region, makes i t  
d i f f ic u l t  to  be confident th a t the mariks 
awarded re a lly  do re f le c t  accurately the 
regional standard
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40 □

41

42

43

44

45

46

□

□

□

□

□

□

47 □

48 □



16. The follow ing sta tem en ts, on general is su e s , a re  to  be ra te d  on a s im ila r
5 p o in t sca le  ranging from 'S trong ly  Agree’ to  ' S trongly D isagree' by p lac ing  
t ic k s  in  th e  boxes which b e s t r e f l e c t  your own a t t i tu d e .  P lease g ive one 
t ic k  fo r  each statem ent. (Please note  the  d is t in c t io n  b e tw en  th e  issu e s  o f 
th e  a c tu a l teaching  o f English ra ise d  in  item s (i) and ( i i ) , as opposed to  the  
c e r t i f ic a t io n  re fe rre d  to  in  item s ( i i i ) , (iv) and (v:".) ) .

(i) English i s  one ca ip lex  and in d iv is ib le  
d is c ip lin e  and th e re fo re  an in te g ra te d  
approach to  th e  teaching  o f Language and 
L ite ra tu re  i s  most appropria te

( i i )  English Language and L ite ra tu re  a re  most 
e f fe c tiv e ly  taugh t sep ara te ly

( i i i )  The p rov ision  o f separa te  c e r t i f ic a te s  
fo r  Language and L ite ra tu re  i s  th e  b e s t 
method o f c e r t i f ic a t in g  English

(iv) The method of s in g le  c e r t i f ic a t io n  vmich 
provides one c e r t i f i c a te  fo r  English 
(Language, L ite ra tu re  and Oral) i s  th e  
b e s t method o f c e r t i f ic a t in g  English

(v) The method of dual c e r t i f ic a t io n  in
Language and L ite ra tu re , w ith cccrpulsory 
en try  in  both , provides th e  b e s t  means 
o f c e r t i f ic a t in g  E nglish

(vi) A C.S.E. Ehglish course peim its  a
d i f f e re n t  kind o f teach ing  w ith 4th and 
5th  Year examination c la sse s  to  'O'
Level English courses

(v ii)  C.S.E. English courses can accomiodate a 
more f le x ib le  approach to  English teach 
ing than  'O' le v e l courses can. ( 'F lex 
ib le ' i s  used to  de fine  a more adventur
ous o r a more exp lo ra to ry  o r a more 
experim ental approach to  English teaching)

(v ii i)  The E.M..R.E.B. arrangement, w ith  i t s
Local Siibject Panels and Regional E nglish 
Panel, i s  an e f fe c tiv e  means o f rep re sen t
ing th e  views o f p ra c tis in g  English 
teach ers  on th e  sy llabus and examination

(ix) C.S.E. English courses provide a s a t i s 
fac to ry  p rep ara tio n  fo r  'A' Level E nglish 
courses

(x) English Language and L ite ra tu re  demand 
d i f f e re n t  sJcills  and c a p a c itie s

(xi) C.S.E. i s  capable o f g iv ing  an examination 
o b jec tiv e  to  th e  average and below average 
p u p il and thus m otivates him fo r  longer 
during h is  school c a ree r

(x ii)  The m eetings, panels and conm ittees e tc . 
involved in  th e  running o f the  C.S.E. 
examination have brought a d d itio n a l 
b e n e fits  fo r  p ra c tis in g  tea c h e rs , in  th a t  
they provide th e  opportunity  fo r  the  
sharing  o f ideas and the  dissem ination 
o f e x p e rtise .
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□
□

□

□

57 □
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60 O
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SECTION III ORAL ASSESSMENT

17. The follcw ing statem ents about o ra l  assessment a re  to  be ra te d  on a 5 p o in t 
sca le  ranging from ' S trongly  Agree' to  ' S trongly D isagree ' .  For eiach o f th e  
sta tem en ts, p lease  p lace one t ic k  in  th e  box vhich b e s t r e f le c t s  your own 
a t t i tu d e .

For offic
use onl]

CARD : 

1 2  3 4

(i) Your p resen t Oral Examination assesses  
orsil a b i l i ty  as r e l ia b ly  and accu ra te ly  
as p o ss ib le

( i i )  Oral performance i s ,  by i t s  very  n a tu re , 
ephemeral and th e re fo re  d i f f i c u l t  to  
assess

( i i i )  The p resen t system o f V is itin g  Oral
M oderators, operated  by EMREB, provides 
a s a tis fa c to ry  means o f moderating 
o ra l  assessm ents

(iv) The presence o f th e  V is itin g  Oral
M oderator, during an exam ination, r a re ly  
has an adverse e f f e c t  on a c a n d id a te 's  
performance

(v) A formal examination o f o ra l  a b i l i t y  
makes the  s i tu a tio n  in  which th e  
candidate has to  perform unreal and 
a r t i f i c i a l

(vi) Heme environment and scxzial background 
a f f e c t  o ra l  carpetence and make i t  
d i f f i c u l t  to  is o la te  and assess  th e  
c a n d id a te 's  cwn ind iv idual achievement 
and a b i l i ty  to  cxmmunicate e f fe c tiv e ly

10

□

□

□
□
□

□
In each o f th e  (Questions vhich fo llcw , p lease  p lace t ic h s  in  the  boxes vhich  
b e s t r e f l e c t  your cwn a t t i tu d e .  P lease give one t ic k  per question .

18. For vhich candidates i s  th e  in c lu s io n  o f an o ra l  assessment most u se fu l in  
a id ing  th e  assessnen t o f t h e i r  o v e ra ll a b i l i ty ?

(i) The most ab le  candidates 
( ii)  The average candidates 

( i i i )  The below average candidates
. (iv) A ll ch ild ren  b e n e f it  eq u a lly , reg a rd le ss  o f a b i l i ty

(v) Personal c h a ra c te r is t ic s  are  a more im portant 
fa c to r  than  a b i l i ty  in  determ ining how much an 
o ra l  assessment a id s  th e  o v e ra ll  assessm ent of 
a candidate

□
11□
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Which o f these  methods o f examining o ra l  performance do you p refer?

For offi<
use onl̂

(i) An o ra l  examination on a one-to-one b a s is  between 
the  teacher/exam iner and th e  candidate

( i i )  The group d iscussion  method vhereby candidates are  
assessed  on th e i r  c o n trib u tio n  to  a d iscussion

( i i i )  A combination o f th e  group d iscu ssio n  method and th e  
in d iv id u a l o ra l  examination w ith th e  teacher/exam iner

(iv) An examination in  vhich th e  candidate performs
in d iv id u a lly  b u t an audience i s  provided f ra n  the  
c a n d id a te 's  peer group

(v) The s u i t a b i l i ty  o f  each method d ^ e n d s  la rg e ly  on 
th e  p e rs o n a l it ie s  o f in d iv id u a l p u p ils

□
□
□
□
□

12 □

I f  you have any oorments to  make on any o f th e  issu es  ra is e d  by the 
preceding q uestions , p lease  use the  space belcw fo r  th is  purpose.

The Mode I  Language Examination a illocates 30% o f th e  t o ta l  mark to  th e  o ra l 
assessm ent. This a llo c a tio n ;

(i) rep re sen ts  an adequate proportion  o f the  t o t a l  mark
( ii )  should be increased

( i i i )  should be decreased
13 □

The c la s s  teach er has 10 marJcs put o f a t o t a l  o f 30 maries in  the  Mode I  
o ra l assessment a llo c a te d  fo r  h is /h e r  eva lua tion  o f a c a n d id a te 's  o ra l  
performance throughout th e  course. This a llo c a tio n :

(i) rep re sen ts  an adequate p roportion  o f the  t o ta l  mark
( ii )  should be increased

( i i i )  should be decreased
14 □

I f  you do no t teach  Mode I ,  p lease  leave Question 23 and go on to  Question 24
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23. The Mode I  Oral EScandnaticn comprises th re e  e lem en ts:- (a) a reading from 
an e x tra c t  (b) a t a lk  on a to p ic  chosen by th e  candidate (c) a d iscussion  
w ith  th e  teacher/exam iner.

(i) Which element o f the  assessment a re  you most s a t i s f ie d  with?

(a) The reading
(b) The ta lk
(c) The d iscussion

15 □

( i i )  Which e lanen t o f th e  assessnen t are  you le a s t  s a t i s f ie d  w ith?

(a) The reading
(b) The ta lk
(c) The d iscussion

16□
24. P lease use t h i s  space i f  you wish to  amplify your p o in t o f  view on any o f 

th e  issu e s  ra is e d  in  Section I I I .  We would welcome any cocrments you might 
make here .
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25.

SBCTIŒ IV LITEPAIURE ASSESSMENT

The follow ing s ta ta n e n ts  about the  L ite ra tu re  assessm ent a re  to  be ra te d  on a 
5 p o in t sc a le  ranging fra n  ’ S trongly Agree ' to  ’ S trongly D isagree ' .  For each 
o f the  s ta ta n e n ts  pleaise p lace one t ic k  in  th e  box v ^ c h  b e s t r e f le c t s  your 
own a t t i tu d e .  (Those s ta ta n e n ts  which r e f e r  s p e c if ic a lly  to  Mode I  should 
only be ca rp le ted  by those teachers  who use Mode I ) .

For offic
use cnlj’

(i) A C.S.E. L ite ra tu re  Syllabus should 
s t ip u la te  th e  in c lu sio n  o f a l l  th e  main 
branches o f English L ite ra tu re  (Prose, 
Poetry  and Drama)

( i i )  The e f f o r t  necessary  by seme candidates to  
produce th e  requ ired  volume o f work in  th e  
Mode I  L ite ra tu re  F o lio  (16 separa te  p ieces  
o f work o f about 500 words each) i s  
ex tran e ly  high

( i i i )  I t  i s  r e g re tta b le  th a t  only p ieces o f
continuous prose a re  considered s u ita b le  
fo r  in c lu s io n  in  th e  Mode I  L ite ra tu re  
F o lio , leav ing  out o th e r  types o f response 
(e.g . a c re a tiv e  response o r carprehension 
questions req u irin g  extended answers)

(iv) The EMREB approach to  L ite ra tu re  i s  
p a r t ic u la r ly  ap p rcp ria te  to  th e  C.S.E. 
a b i l i ty  range because i t  allcw s th e  
teach er freedom to  choose L ite ra tu re  
vhich i s  appropria te  to  h is  p u p ils ' needs

(v) The approach to  L ite ra tu re  fo s te re d  by
C.S.E. i s  le s s  academic than th a t  g en e ra lly  
demanded by 'O' le v e l ,  in  th a t  C.S.E. tends 
to  value th e  genuine personal response 
vhereas 'O' le v e l req u ire s  more c r i t i c a l  
eva lua tion  and in -dep th  academic an a ly s is

(vi) C.S.E. candidates who go on to  study 'A' 
le v e l  English find  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  cope 
w ith  th e  academic approach which i s  
requ ired

(v ii)  Compact and condensed language i s  a
c h a ra c te r is t ic  fe a tu re  o f most poetry .
Thus, poetry  i s  o ften  d i f f i c u l t  to  
teach  to  th e  C.S.E. a b i l i t y  range because 
th e  language i s  no t e a s i ly  access ib le

(v ii i)  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  fo r th e  m ajo rity  o f p u p ils  
in  th e  C.S.E. a b i l i t y  range to  derive  r e a l  
enjoyment from most poetry

(ix) The Mode I  requirem ent th a t  candidates 
should have stud ied  7 boolcs o r an 
equ iva len t amount o f m a te ria l in  sh o rte r  
wor)cs makes app rop ria te  demands on p u p ils  
in  term s o f th e  amount o f reading they 
should a c ca rp lish  during th e  course

(x) Many C.S.E. p u p ils  b e n e f it  considerably  
fra n  th e  Mode I  approach to  examining 
L ite ra tu re , which allows th e  work produced 
during th e  course to  determ ine th e  f in a l  
grade
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19

20

□
□
□

21 □
22 Q .

23 □

24

25

26

□
□
□



In the  questions vhich follow , p lease  g ive one t ic k  per question

The m ajo rity  o f p u p ils  in  th e  C.S.E. a b i l i t y  range b e n e fit  most frctn studying:

(i) m ostly modem l i t e r a tu r e  w ritte n  during the  
tw en tie th  century

( ii)  m ostly t r a d i t io n a l  l i t e r a tu r e  w ritte n  p r io r  to  th e  
tw en tie th  century

( i i i )  equal p rcpo rtions o f modem and t r a d i t io n a l  l i t e r a tu r e

□
□
□

For offi(
use cnl’

27 □
The m ajo rity  o f p u p ils  in  th e  C.S.E. a b i l i t y  range b e n e fit  most fra n  studying:

□(i) a small nurriber o f te x ts  (e .g . 4 o r  le ss)  in  g rea t 
d e ta i l

( i i)  a la rg e r  number o f te x ts  (e .g . 5 o r more) w ith le s s  
emphasis on d e ta i l

( i i i )  one o r  two te x ts  in  depth p lus a number o f o ther 
t e x ts  read  le s s  c lo se ly

□
□

28 □

Which o f th e  fo llcw ing a lte rn a t iv e s  fo r  th e  conten t o f a L ite ra tu re  Syllabus 
do you p re fe r?

(i) C a ip le te  freedcm fo r  th e  teach er to  choose th e  
L ite ra tu re  most approp r i a te  to  h is  piç>ils* needs

( i i )  Freedcm fo r  th e  teacher to  choose th e  L ite ra tu re  most
appropria te  to  h is  p u p ils ' needs, providing th a t  he
must include a l l  th e  main branches o f L ite ra tu re  
(Prose, poetry  and drama)

( i i i )  A number o f s e t  te x ts  to  be chosen frcm a sy llabus of 
p resc rib ed  te x ts

(iv) A sy llabus o f p rescribed  authors vAiich provides 
freedcm concem ing th e  a c tu a l wor)cs stud ied

(v) A sy llabus vmich takes  a them atic approach, o u tlin in g
a number o f themes and suggesting re le v an t m a te ria l

□
□
□
□
□

29 □

Please use th e  space below i f  you have any f in a l  conments to  make
30 □

31 O

32 □
YOUR ASSISTANCE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.PP^EC]

THANK YOU. 337

33 □
END OF 
CARD 2



APPENDIX 2

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FOR QUESTIONNAIRE

1 . C .S .E . E n g l i s h  t e a c h in g  i s / i s  n o t  u n d e r ta k e n  a t
________________________________________________ S ch o o l ( D e le te  w here  n o t

a p p l i c a b l e )

2 . W hich Mode i s  t a k e n  f o r  C .S .E .  E n g l is h ?  P le a s e  t i c k  th e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  b o x (e s )

Mode 1 

Mode 2 

Mode 3

3 . Does y o u r  S c h o o l t e a c h  E n g l i s h  a s  p a r t  o f  a  H u m a n itie s  o r  
I n t e g r a t e d  S tu d ie s  c o u r s e ?

Y es/N o

4 . P le a s e  l i s t  t h e  nam es o f  a l l  t e a c h e r s  w hose r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
in c lu d e  C .S .E .  E n g l i s h  i n  th e  s p a c e  p r o v id e d  b e lo w  (N .B . The 
name o f  an y  t e a c h e r  who w i l l  no lo n g e r  be t e a c h in g  a t  th e  
S ch o o l a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n e x t  aca d em ic  y e a r  i . e .  O c to b e r  
i s  n o t  to  be  i n c l u d e d ) .

1.

2 .
4 .

6 .

8 .

10.
1 2 .

14.

(Y our own name w here  
______ a p p r o p r i a t e )

3 .

5 .

7 .

9 .

11 .
13 .

15 .
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APPENDIX 3

VT VI IHAB-i
t a m Ie a n t

University of Leicester-School of Education
21 University Road, Leicester • Telephone 24211

25 September 1979

Dear

I  am w ritin g  to  ask fo r  your help  in  a research  p ro je c t,  c u rre n tly  being 
undertaken a t  th e  School o f Education, which i s  designed to  eva luate  th e  
C.S.E. exam ination. The p ro je c t i s  supported by both th e  E ast Midland 
Regional Deaminations Board and th e  S ocia l Science Research Council and 
focusses on key su b je c t a re a s , in  th i s  p a r t ic u la r  in s tan ce  E nglish . One 
im portant aspect o f our in v e s tig a tio n  in to  C.S.E. English i s  th e  c o lle c t io n  
o f da ta  concem ing p ra c t is in g  te a c h e rs ' pe rsp ec tiv es  an th e  function ing  o f 
th e se  exam inations in  E nglish . In o rder to  achieve th i s  aim, a q u estio n n a ire  
has been devised which d ea ls  w ith  c e n tra l  is su es  in  th e  p resen t examination 
system. The a c tu a l questions have been form ulated as a  r e s u l t  o f in terv iew s 
w ith  exam iners, a ssesso rs  and panel members throughout th e  reg ion . C learly  
i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l ,  in  a survey such as t h i s ,  to  g a th er a wide range o f  responses 
f ra n  teach ers  throughout th e  E ast Midland Region. T herefore, I  wrote to  your 
Head o f Department to  enquire  which o f h is  o r her co lleagues ' r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  
in c lu d e  C.S.E. Ehglish courses.

I t  i s  thus th a t  I  have w ritte n  to  you, in  th e  hope th a t  you w il l  f e e l  
ab le  to  he lp  us by ccrrpleting th e  enclosed q uestionnaire  and re tu rn in g  i t  in  
th e  starrped addressed envelope. The issu es  ra is e d  in  th i s  q u es tio n n a ire  a re  
f e l t  to  be p a r t ic u la r ly  iirp o rtan t in  view o f th e  cu rren t u n c e rta in ty  surround
ing proposals fo r  fu tu re  exam inations a t  16+. With th i s  in  mind, th e  
questionnai re  d ea ls  n o t only w ith  th e  main fe a tu re s  o f th e  p resen t system, but 
a lso  w ith  th e  way in  which teach ers  would l ik e  to  see English exam inations fo r  
th e  C.S.E. a b i l i t y  range develop in  th e  fu tu re . May I  s t r e s s  a t  th i s  p o in t 
th a t  a l l  o f our work i s  s t r i c t l y  c o n fid e n tia l and th a t  t o t a l  anonymity i s  
guaranteed to  both te ach ers  and schools. I f  you, have any questions o r 
observations th a t  you wish to  r a is e ,  p lease  do no t h e s i ta te  to  g e t in  touch 
w ith  me o r Val Brooks,, th e  research  a s s is ta n t  resp o n sib le  fo r  th i s  a sp ec t o f 
th e  study.

There i s  one fe a tu re  o f th e  q u e s tio n n a ire 's  s tru c tu re  which re q u ire s  
exp lanation . I t  i s  apprec ia ted  th a t  although Language and L ite ra tu re  a re  now 
sep a ra te ly  c e r t i f ic a te d  under Mode 1, many Mode 3 sy llabuses  t r e a t  E nglish  as 
one su b jec t. However, fo r  th e  purposes o f th i s  questio n n a ire  i t  has been most 
app ro p ria te  to  dea l w ith  Language and L ite ra tu re  as sep a ra te  i te n s .  Wè 
apologize i f  t h i s  d iv is io n  appears a r t i f i c i a l  to  you. N evertheless, th e  
q u es tio n n a ire  does provide you w ith  th e  opportun ity  to  in d ic a te  your views on 
th i s  m a tte r and th e se  w il l  be taken in to  account when analysing  th e  r e s t  o f 
th e  d a ta .

F in a lly , may I  tak e  th i s  opportun ity  to  s t r e s s  th a t  your a s s is ta n c e  in  
th i s  p iece  o f  re sea rch  w il l  be g re a t ly  apprec ia ted .

Yours s in c e re ly .

Gerald Bembaum 
P ro fesso r o f Education and D irec to r 

o f th e  School.
Professors  of E ducation : G erald B ernbaum , Brian S im on, Derek W right
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APPEEDIX 4

The fo llo w in g  l i s t  p ro v id e s  a  sam ple o f  th e  ty p e  o f  q u e s t io n s  u sed  in  
th e  in te rv ie w s .

Can you s in g le  o u t any f e a tu r e  o f  th e  E n g lish  ex am in a tio n  w hich you a re /w e re  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i s f i e d  w ith ?  What a re  y o u r re a so n s  f o r  t h i s  answ er?

Can you s in g le  o u t any f e a tu r e  w hich you a re /w e re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith ?

Do you p r e f e r  s in g le  o r  s e p a r a te  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ?  What a re  y o u r re a so n s?

Which o f  th e  th r e e  modes o f  exam in ing  do you p r e f e r ?  Why?

What p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  marks do you th in k  t h a t  co n tin u o u s  assessm en t 
sh o u ld  acco u n t fo r?  Your re a so n s?

What p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  marks do you th in k  sh o u ld  be a l lo c a t e d  to  spoken 
E n g lish ?  Your re a so n s?

What a re  y o u r v iew s on th e  Mode I  approach  t o  exam ining  l i t e r a t u r e ?

What a re  y o u r v iew s on th e  u se  o f  f i n a l  ex am in a tio n s  in  E n g lish ?

How tim e-consum ing  do you f in d  CSE c o u rse s?

(a )  v e ry  tim e-consum ing
(b) f a i r l y  tim e-consum ing
(c )  n o t v e ry  tim e-consum ing
(d) n o t a t  a l l  tim e-consum ing

Do you re g a rd  m o d e ra tio n  as a d i f f i c u l t  o r  an ea sy  ta s k ?  Your re a so n s?

340
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